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PREFACE

Amnesty International (Al) is a worldwide movement
of people who campaign for human rights. Al's work is
based on careful research and on the standards agreed
by the intermational c ity. Al is independentof
any government, political ideology, economicinterest
orreligion. It does not support or oppose any
government or political system, nor does it support or
oppose the views of thevictimswhoserights itseeks to
protect. Itis concerned solely with the impartial
protection of human rights.

Al mobilizes volunteer activists in more than 140
countries and territories in every part of the world. There
are more than 1,000,000 Al members and subscribers
from many different backgrounds, with widelydifferent
politicaland religiousbeliefs, united by a determination
to work for aworld where everyone enjoys human rights.

Al works independently and impartially to promote
respect for all the human rightsset out in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The main focus of its
campaigning is to:

B free all prisoners of conscience. According to Al's
Statute, these are people detained for their political,
religious or other conscientiously held beliefs or
because of theirethnic origin, sex, colour, language,
nationalor social origin, economicstatus, birth or other
status —who have not used or advocatedviolence;

M ensure fair and prompt trials for all political prisoners;

M abolish the death penalty, torture and other ill-
treatment of prisoners;

Wend political killings and "disappearances”;

W ensure that governments refrain from unlawful killings
inarmed conflict.

Alalso works to:

B oppose abuses by armed political groups such as the
detention of prisoners of conscience, hostage-taking,
torture and unlawfulkillings;

W assist asylum-seekers who are at risk of being returned
to acountry where they might suffer violations of their
fundamental human rights;

B cooperate with other non-governmental
organizations, the UN and regional inter-
governmental organizations to further human rights;

W ensure control of international military, security and
police relations in order to protect human rights;

W organize human rights education and awareness
raising programs.

Alisademocratic, self-governingmovement. Major
policy decisions are taken by an International Council
made upof representatives from all national sections.

Al's national sections and local volunteer groups are
primarily responsible for funding the movement. No
funds are sought or accepted from governments for
Al's work investigating and campaigning against human
rights violations.

Amnesty International Report 2001
This report documents human rights issues of concernto
Al duringthe year 2000. It also reflects the activities Al
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hasundertaken during the year to promote humanrights
and to campaign against specific human rights abuses.

The core of thisreportismade up of entrieson
individual countriesandterritories, listed alphabetically.
Each of these entries gives a summary of the human rights
situation in the country or territoryand describes Al's
specifichuman rights concerns there. The absence of an
entryona particularcountry or territory does not imply
that nohuman rights abuses of concernto Al took place
thereduring the year. Nor 1s the length of individual
entries any basis for acomparison of the extent and
depthof Al's concerns.

A world map has been included in this report to
indicate the location of countries and ternitories, and
each individual country entry begins with some basic
information about the country during 2000. Neither the
map nor the country information may be interpreted as
Al'sview onquestionssuch as the status of disputed
territory, populationsize or language. Al takes 1o
position on issues other than human rights concerns
which fall within its mandate.

The later sections of the report contain some
informationabout Al and its workduring the year. The
final section focuseson Al's work with intergovernmental
organizationsand includes information about which
states are bound by key international and regional
human rights treaties

Internet addresses

Reports published during the year are listed at the end of
countryentries. These are available on the Al website.
The Al Index givenin this report can be usedto locate a
document as follows: Al Index: ABC 63/004/2000
http://www.web.amnesty.org/ar.nsf/index/ABC630042000

Abbreviations for treaties

The following abbreviations have been used:

W UN Convention against Torture refers to the
Conventionagainst Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Purishment

B UN Women's Convention refers to the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women.

B UN Children's Convention refers to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child.

B UN Convention against Racismrefers to the
International Conventionon the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination.

B UN Refugee Convention refers to the Convention
relating to the Status of Refugees.

M European Convention on Human Rights refers to
the (European) Convention forthe Protection of
HumanRights and Fundamental Freedoms.

Torture Free Zone tape

This report is publishedduring Al's worldwide campaign
toeradicatetorture. Torture Free Zonetapes used asa
visual link with the campaign in many country entries
where torture was a significant concern in 2000.
However, the absence of the tape ina country entry does
notindicate that Al did not have concerns about torture
orill-treatment in that country.




Al'S APPEALS FOR ACTION

Al'S APPEALS
FORACTION

The country entries in this reportinclude numerous
examples of human rights abuses that Al is dedicated
tooppose under its mandate. In response to these
human rights abuses, Al urges those in authority 1n all
countries where violations occur to take thesteps
recommended below. More detailed additional
recommendations relevant to particular situations
are included where necessary in the specific country
entry

q

Rec ions to gover

Prisoners of conscience

Al calls for the immediate and unconditional release of

all prisoners of conscience.According to Al's Statute,

prisoners of conscience are people detained anywhere
for their political, religious or other conscientiously
held beliefs orbecause of their ethnic origin, sex,
colour, language, national or social origin, economic
status, birth or other status — who have not used or
advocated violence

Political prisoners

Al calls for all prisoners whose cases have apolitical

aspecttobegivenapromptand fair trial on

recognizably criminal charges, or released

Al calls for trials to meet minimum international
standardsof fairness. These include, for example, the
right toa fairhearingbefore a competent, independent
and impartial tribunal, the right to have adequate time
and facilities to prepare a defence, and the right to
appeal toahigher tribunal

Torture and illtreatment

Al calls on governments to take steps to prevent

torture and ill-treatment. Such steps include initiating

impartial, promptand effective investigations into all
allegations of torture and bringing to justice those
responsible for torture

Further safeguards against torture and ill-treatment
which Al promotes include:

M clear policies that torture andill-treatment will not
be tolerated;

[l an end to incommunicado detention, including
giving detainees accessto independent medical
examination and legal counsel;

M outlawing the use of confessions extracted under
tortureasevidencen courts of law;

W independentinspection of places of detention;

W informing detainees of their rights;

W human rights training for law enforcement
personnel;

Il compensation for the victims of torture;

W medical treatment and rehabilitation for the victims
of torture

Prison conditions

Al calls ongovernments to ensure that prison

conditions do not amount to cruel, inhuman or

]

degrading treatment or punishment, in line with

international human rights standards for the treatment

of prisoners

Death penalty

Al calls on governments to abolish the death penalty in

law and practice.

Pending abolition, Al calls on governments to
commute death sentences, to introduce a moratorium
onexecutions, torespectinternational standards
restricting thescope of the death penaltyand to
ensure the most rigorous standards for fair trial in
capital cases.

Political killings and 'disappearances’

Al calls on governments to end extrajudicial

executions and “disappearances’”. it calls for prompt,

independent and effective investigations into such
violations and for those responsible to be brought to

Justice.

Al calls on governments to:

W demonstrate their total opposition to extrajudicial
executions and "disappearances” and make clear to
security forces that these abuses will not be
tolerated in any circumstances;

M endsecretor incommunicado detention and
introduce measures to locate and protect prisoners;

W provideeffective protection to anyone in danger of
extrajudicial execution or "disappearance”,
including those who havereceived threats;

W ensure that law enforcement officials use force only
when strictly required and to the minimum extent
necessary — lethal force should be used only when
unavoidable toprotect life;

W ensure strict chain-of-command control of all
security forces;

M ban "death squads”, private armies and paramilitary
forces acting outside the official chain of command.

Unlawful killings in armed conflict

Al calls on governments engaged in armed conflict to

adhere to provisions of international humanitarian

law, including the prohibition of directattacks on
civiliansand of indiscriminate attacks.

Asylum-seekers

Al calls on governments to ensure that no asytum-

seekersare returned toa country where they might

suffer violations of their fundamental human rights.

Al calls on governments to ensure that all asylum-
seekers haveaccess to afairand impartial individual
asylum determination, and to ensure that they are not
arbitrarily detainedor otherwise put under undue
pressure.

Promote and respecthuman rights

Al calls on states to ratify international and regional

human rights instruments without reservations, and

calls on all governments torespect and promote the
provisions of these instruments.

Recommendations to armed political groups
Al callson armed political groups to respect
fundamental standards of human rights and
international humanitarian law, and to halt abuses
such as the detention of prisoners of conscience,
hostage-taking, torture and unlawful killings

Amnesty International Report 2001
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FOREWORD

by Pierre Sané, Secretary General

Thisis Al's 4oth anniversary year. Back in 1961 a British
lawyer heard the story of two Portuguese students who
had beenimprisoned fordrinking a toast to freedom. He
launched anewspaperappeal, and from this individual
initiative grew a worldwide movement in which millions
of people have takenpart. Inits 40 years of work, Al's
volunteer activists and their supporters have worked
tirelessly to free the unjustly imprisoned, protect those
atriskof torture and obtain justice for victims. More
than a million Al members are involved in mobilizing
theircommunities, putting pressure on governments
and supporting victims and their families. Usuallyitis
impossible tomeasure the impact of our endeavours,
and we are generally part of a far wider effort, but we do
knowthatwe have saved lives, we have stimulated
actionand we have contributed to lastingimprovements.

Anniversaries invite reflection not only on past
achievements, but also on how the world has changed.
This year, the first of a new century, 1s anopportune
moment to look back over the recent past in order to
prepare for the challenges ahead. For me personally, it
is equally a time of reflection, as | leave the post of
Secretary General of Al after nearly 10 years. The past
decade —the years since the fall of the Berlin Wall —
has seen massive political, social and economic
changes. The human rights movement has grown in
strength and numbers, and consciousness of human
rights is undoubtedly greater thanever. Yet repression,
poverty and war devastate the lives of much of
humanity. The optimism weenjoyedin 1990 has been
replaced by well-founded fears, and human rights
activismis needed today more than ever.

1. GLOBALIZATION

The end of the Cold War was hailed by many as the start
of a new world order that would bring freedomand
prosperity for all. Butfor millions the reality has proved
verydifferent. Globalization—the spread of the free
market economy, multi-party political systems and
technological change ~ has been accompanied by growing
wealth for some, but destitution and despair for many.

Globalization did not start in the 199os but its effects
have intensified and become clearer over the past 10
years. Capital has always been mobile; what has
changed is that the reliance of corporations on
national states hasbecome less and less important.
Parallel with the concentration of wealth in the hands
of multinational corporations has been the growing
power of global economicinstitutions such as the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank and
World Trade Organization (WTO).

Globalization has undoubtedly led to enormous
economic expansion. The world is richer than ithas ever
been and technology is advancing faster and faster.
There is unprecedented potential to eradicate poverty
and fulfil the aspirations of the Universal Declaration of

Amnesty Intemational Report 2001

FOREWORD

Human Rights—freedom fromfearandfreedom from
want. But globalization has also brought economic
volatility and instability. The 1997 financial crisis in Asia
led to massive unemployment and the displacement of
millionsof migrant workers. The effects included
reduced welfare spending in apparently unconnected
countries in l.atin America, and a suddenrise in the cost
of vital imports into Africa

Globalization has been accompanied by debt and
poverty. More than 8o countries had a lower per capita
income in 2000 than they had in 199o. At least 1.3 billion
people struggle to survive on less than a dollar a day.
Deregulation, privatization and the dismantlingof
social welfare provision haveledtowidening
inequalities in many countries. In large parts of the
world, corruption has increased, and personal, social
and political insecurity has spread. The predictable and
almost inevitable consequence of this growth in poverty
has been a parallel escalation in violations of all human
rights. The Berlin Wall may havecrumbled, but the walls
of poverty, intolerance and hypocrisy still stand.

Thenew human rights challenges arising from
globalization have stimulated Al to take on new areas
of work, namely socio-economic rights and economic
actors

Al and socio-economic rights
In a1997 policy decision, Al members reaffirmed their
determination to promote a//human rights. At its
forthcoming International Council Meeting, Al
members will debateways of further intensifying the
work of the organization in the fields of social,
economicand cultural rights.Al has acknowledged the
relativeneglectofeconomic,social and cultural rights
by the international human rights movement, and has
takensteps to address theserightsmoredirectlyinits
ownwork.

The soth anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights in 1998 allowed Al toreiterate the
importance and the indivisibility of the human rights
which are fundamental to the dignity and
developmentof every human being. Theserange
fromeconomic rights, such as the right to work and to
anadequatestandardof living, to political rights,
such as freedom of opinion, expression and
association. They include civil rights, such as equality
before the law, and social and cultural rights, such as
theright toeducationand toparticipatein the
cultural life of the community. Al's campaign to
promote awareness of the Universal Declaration
involved enteringinto a dialogue with millions of
people around the world. The campaign alsoaimed to
put pressure on states to ensure that all the rights in
the Universal Declaration, including social and
economic rights, movedbeyond paperpromises to
become areality for everyone.

Al and economic actors

The Universal Declaration not only addresses
governments but also calls upon "every individual and
every organ of society” to promote respect for these
rights and freedoms and to secure their observance. By
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encouraging companies to uphold international human
rights standards in theiractivities, Al can harness a
potent influence to shape abetter human rights
climate Thisis nota "partnership”, but arecognition
that, without sacrificing independence or the right to
protest if necessary, non-governmental organizations
and companies can build a relationship of mutual
respect, working towards the protection of human
rights. Al 1s now promoting a set of human rights
principles for companies, which covers issues such as
security arrangements, community consultation,
freedom from discrimination, labour rights and fair
working conditions

These efforts to promote the human rights agenda
within the business community have taken me over the
past four years tomeetings of the World Economic
Forum, along with top-level business executives, heads

ofstate, senior officials, academics, journalistsand

Allfas also not shied away fromopenly criticizing
companies When Nigerian writer Ken Saro-Wiwa and
eightotherOgoniactivistswere threatened with
executionaftergrosslyunfairtrials, Al pleaded with
the Anglo-Dutch Shell oil company to intervene. Shell
insisted then that it played no role in Nigerian politics
The nine men were hanged. | made it clear that | simply
donot believe that the Nigerian government perceived
the silence of one of its most powerful investors as
neutral. Al publicized its concern about the role of BP
in Colombia, when we learned that the company used
to protect BP's oil installations was reportedly passing
intelligence information about the local population to
the Colombian military. The Colombian armed forces
and their paramilitary allies are responsibie for most of
the 30,000 political killings in Colombia over the past 10
years. Both Shell and BP have since declared their

thinkers | havearguedthere for companies to engage
in protecting human rights and have insisted on the
need to have codes of conductverified independently
and reported publicly. | believe that opportunities to
speakdirectly to people who hold real power in the
business world can be useful both inraising the profile
of human rights and in pressingindividual cases

Similar considerations led me toattendthe launch of
the Global Sullivan Principles and of the Global
Compact, an initiative of the UN Secretary-General
aimed at injecting universal values into the working of
global markets. These principles are those which Al
expects companies to respect as aminimum, and to
implement in ways that are open and transparent.

However, it would be naive not to recognize the
potential conflict between the pursuit of profit and the
protection of human rights For example, the proposed
Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI) would
have restricted states ability to regulate the conduct of
multinational corporations. It wouid have limited the
capactty of states to enforce certain human rights, while
not imposing any binding ob onmul al
corporations to protect such rights. Abroad coalition of
non-governmental organizations, trade unions and
political parties lobbied against theMAI, which in the
event was shelved, temporartly at least.

Similarly, the World Bank, ostensibly working to
alleviate poverty but heavily engaged inpromoting
deregulation and globalization, ts in aposition to exert
great influence over national economic and political
agendas. The World Bank disburses more funds than all
the UN agencies put together. Al has called on the
World Bank to raise violations of human rights with
governments during consultations, to ensure that its.
own operating procedures are consistent with
international human rights law, and to carry out human
rights impact assessments of 1ts policies and projects
Al has communicated directly with the World Bank
about its operations in several parts of the world,
including Indonesia, Sierra Leoneand Chechnya. World
Bank officials have had discussions with Al staffon
otherprojects and initiatives, and Al will continue to
press for real change, so that human rights are given
proper consideration in all the Bank's work

5

cC 1t tosupporting human rights

The development of Al's work on socio-economic
rights and on economic actors 1s informed by a sense of
urgency. Poverty, hunger and homelessness are not
kmmeiantds - the world has the resources to overcome
them f we can generate the political will. Utopia may
notbe within our reach, but positive change i1s

Al and the UN
Economic insecurity has stoked internal conflicts that
nation states have proved unable to resolve or contain
Far from becoming a more effective force for peace and
justice once freed from the paralysis of Cold War super-
power rivalry, the UN has been drawn into crises that are
beyond the resources it has been given and which test its
credibility. Because so many hopes rest with the UN, itis
hard to confrontits failures. But no objective observer
could describe the results of UN interventions such as
those in Somalia, Angola, Haiti or Iraq as successful
examples of the values on which the UN was founded
The UN s trapped between the principles it was
established to uphold and the self-interest of the
governments of which it 1s composed. Even within the
UN's human rights machinery, this tension can lead to
paralysis. The UN Commission on Human Rights, the
leading UN human rights body, has sacrificed human
rights integrity in the interests of political compromise
InMarch 2000, Al called on the Commission to speak
outon the human rights situation in, among others,
China and Saudi Arabia, countries which have appalling
human rights records but where in the interests of
realpolitik the international community has remained
silent. China has seen in the past two years the most
serious and wide-ranging crackdown on peaceful
dissent for a decade. Yet the Commission's response has
been minimal. Some Commissiondelegates have argued
that dialogue alone would produce positiveresults, but
dialogue I1s ameans toan end. It cannot be meaningful if
ithas no impact on the human rights situation.
Whilecritical of the UN when necessary, Al works to
improve the UN's human rights machinery. In the mid-
1990s, lobbying by human rights organizations including
Al culminated in the creation of the post of High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights. In 2000 the UN Commission on
Human Rightscreated a Special Representative on
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human rights defenders to intervene on behalf of those
inthe forefront of the struggle for humanrights

Over the past decade, as the UN has become more
involved in peace-keeping operations, Al has
developed a series of recommendations on building
human rights promotion and protection into peace-
keepingactivities. In 1997, | briefed the UN Security
Council on human rights in armed conflict, suggesting
how human rights initiatives can play arole in better
preventing and managing conflict, and in post-conflict
peace-building.

InAl's experience, long-term reconciliationafter
armedconflictis not possible unless justice is central to
thesearch for peace. Sweeping aside the question of
responsibility for atrocitiesduring an armed conflict
only leads to renewed cycles of violence and impunity
Alhasbeen fully engaged inthe campaign to establish a
Just, fair and effective International Criminal Court. This
court wouldhavejurisdictionoverthe worst crimesin
the world —genocide, other crimes agamnst humanity and
warcrimes—and Al members continueto lobby their
own governments to make the courtareality

Al members reaffirmedin 1997 the fundamental role
of work with the UN in ending and preventing human
rights abuses. In the coming years, we will strengthen
our “insider” advocacy work, backed by sustained
public campaigning from the "outside”

Globalization - the challenge for Al

In a world where globalization is undermining many
nation states and bringing poverty to the forefront of
the human rights agenda, the challenge for Al is to
remain relevant. In my opinion, this means
broadening our aim from the protectionof civil and
political rights toembrace all human rights. The
ndivisibility of humanrights s not an abstraction: the
context which gives rise to human rights violations is
invariably complex and cannot be divorced from
issues of wealth and status, injustice and impunity
Wehave to maintain our focus on the individual
victimto articulate what indivistbility means in real
life. Andinreal life, accountability extends beyond
the police officer wielding a baton, not only to his or
her political masters but also to those who profit from
inequality. In the minds of the drafters of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, freedomfrom
fearandfreedomfrom want have always been
inseparable.

Andthe indivisible links between socio-economic and
political rights have been mirrored in the emergence of a
newnetworkof protest movements. Globalization has
brought together activistsonissuessuch as child labour,
the environment, anti-capitalism, Third Worlddebt and
humanrights, creatinganinternational, grassroots
movement. Many of the groups that have come together
to halt the proceedings of international financial
institutions overcame long-standing divisions and
diverging agendas using one of the much-vaunted
advances of globalization—the Internet. Aglobal
solidarity movement to address the negative
consequences of globalization is in the making. Al will
bringits unique contribution to this endeavour
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2. FRAGMENTATION
Divisionswithinmany societieshavedeepened in
recent years, and in some have degenerated intoopen
conflict. Far from the fall of the Berlin Wall marking
“the end of history", we have witnessed a resurgence of
bitter wars inwhich countless lives have been ruined
and lost. In the pastdecade there have been tragic
conflicts n Bosnia-Herzegovina and other parts of
former Yugoslavia, in Chechnya, East Timor, Algeria,
Somalia, Central Africa, Liberia and Sierra Leone.
Faced with the mass violations of human rights
commutted during such conflicts, and especially the
1994 genocide in Rwanda, Al was forced to re-evaluate
some of its working methods and 1ts policies. Many of
Al's campaigning and research techniques were
developedinthe Cold War era of individual prisoners
of conscience faced with a monolithic state apparatus
But the scale, the ferocity and the speed of these
disasters demanded new approaches. Al developed
new internal mechanisms to respond to human rights
cnises more rapidly and forcefully, and grappled with
difficult issues such as "humanitarian® military
interventton and sanctions. Our membersexpanded
Al's mandatein the light of the increasing number of
conflicts with complex internal and internattonal
dimensions. Central to our approach has been the
belief, borne out in each succeeding crisis, that
impunty is the poison that allows human rights
violations to spread, torecur or tore-emerge
Fragmentation is not solely about conflict. It is true
that democratic institutions have spread in the past
decade —especially in Latin America, Eastern Europe
and Africa All too often, however, this has not meant
genuine popular participation, but merely a power
struggle within atiny rulingelite, or an army general
donningasuit. Whole sections of society have
remained disenfranchised and vulnerable to the divide
and ruletacticsemployed by weak governments. Even
in long-established democracies, such as thosein
Western Europe, lip-service tosocial inclusion hasall
toooften been usedtohide the spread of intolerance,
racism and discrimination

Discrimination

People feel powerless and alienated in thefaceof
global trends, and in reaction they turnto their group
for idenuity. Religion, race, ethnicity, nation —even
football—all take on anew importance. This desire to
belong has been manipulated both toreinforce the hold
of tradition and to feed intolerance of outsiders, This
can be seen in mounting xenophobia against asylum-
seekers and refugees, whipped up by politicians more
concerned with popularity than internattonal human
rights obligations. It can be seen in violence against
women, at the hands of police and soldiers, but also at
thehandsof theirown husbands, fathers or employers
It can be seen in racist attacks on Roma in Europe and
onmembersof racial or ethnic minorities in countries
all over the world. It can be seeninhomophobicattacks
ongaysand leshians, and in the frequent failure of the
police to provide protectionagainst such attacks or to
pursue those responsible
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Inthepast decade Al has run major campaigns taking
up these themes. In 1992, the sooth anniversary of the
arrival of Europeans inthe Americas, we campaigned
against the widespread human rights violations suffered
by indigenous peoples in the Americas. In the run-up to
the Beijing World Conference on Women's Rights we
launched worldwide action around the slogan Women's
Rights are Human Rights. Faced with growing efforts by
governments toavoid their obligations to refugees, and
rising intolerance towards asylum-seekers, we
organized a worldwide campaign for refugee rights. We
took adualapproach: toshowthateveryrefugeeisa
human being with a story of persecution, not a statistic;
and to press governments to fulfil their commitments to
refugee protection. Above all, we stressed that states
should work to end the human rights crises that force
people to leave home in search of safety

Discrimination can take many different forms. In the
Israeli-occupied West Bank, for example, thousands of
Palestinianslive in fear that their homes may be
demolished without warning by the Israeli authorties.
Palestinians living in the West Bank have no chance of
getting a building permit from the authorities, which
means their home s effectively illegal even ifbuilt on
land that has belonged to their family for generations, In
1999 Al published a report which clearly revealed how
planning laws are interpreted according to two policies:
one for the Palestinians and one for the Israelis

Our campaign against human rights abuses in the
USA — Reghts forAll—highlightedracismin the criminal
justice system. Pointing to the disproportionate
number of black people in prison and on death row,
and systematic police brutality against blacks and
latinos, we calledon the USA todeliverrights for all its
people. This work fed into our efforts to contribute to
the 2001 World Conference against Racism

Discrimination is also one of the three main messages
of the current campaign against torture, which is built
aroundthe needto prevent torture, tocombat
discriminationand to end impunity. Discrimination
paves the way for torture by allowing the victim to be
seennot ashumanbut asan object, whocan, therefore,
be treatedinhumanely. Institutionalized discrimination
also means that the victims are less likely toreceive
protection and support from the authorities. The
campaign has focusedspecial attention onracismand
torture, ontorture of women, on tortureof chitdren,
andontorture and sexual identity.

Oneof the debates amonganti-tortureactivistsis the
extent to which states are responsible for acts of
violence committed not by police officers or soldiers,
but by private individuals— "non-stateactors”
Domestic violence, racistattacks by skinhead gangs and
"cleansing campaigns” against street children are
exampleswhere Al holds that the state can be held
accountable if it does not take the basic steps necessary
to prevent the abuses and bring those responsible to
justice.

Al and human rights defenders
One of the most dramatic changes in the 40 years since
Al was created has been the growth and development of

human rights groups at the local and nationat level.
Their constant vigilance and dedication are often the
only defence against injustice and the abuse of power.
Human rights defenders work to protect the weak
and hold the powerful to account. For this they are
often victimized. Some have "disappeared” after
makinginquiriesabout the "disappeared”. Some have
been assassinated for protestingagainst state violence.
Some have been put behind bars for demanding
prisoners’ rights. For Al, supporting and protecting
human rights defenders at risk, making sure that their
voices can be heard, is a vital part of its strategy.
Fromits inception, Al has worked to protect human
rights defenders through campaigning, government
lobbying, urgent actions and so on. Al has also worked
with other human rights organizations pressing for the
adoption of a UN declaration on human rights
defenders and the creation of the UN Special
Representative on human rights defenders, both of
which have become a reality after years of hard work.
The late 1990s saw a real increase in Al's work on
behalf of, and with, human rights defenders. It began in
1996 with the International Conference on the
Protection of Human Rights Defenders in Latin America
and the Caribbean (the Bogota Conference), held in
Colombia. This was followed in November 1998 with
the All-Africa Conference on Human Rights Defenders
held in Johannesburg, South Africa. and ended with the
Paris Summit in December 1998 which brought together
more than 300 defenders from all over the world
Human rights defenders are playing an ever more
crucial role in the defence of the rights of groups who
have been marginalized and silenced. Without their
tireless work, those who face discrimination and
human rights abuses would have little or no protection.

Fragmentation - the challenge for Al

Al was born at a ime of widespread global radicalization
and drew its strength from people determined to
express solidarity with the victims of government
repression. In the 1960s the peoples of Africa were
struggling to free themselves from colonial domination,
and people living under authoritarian regimes in Spain,
Portugal or the USSR were fighting to assert their right to
dissent. Al said, "let opinions flow freely”, and we
organized to unlock the cells of the dissenters.

When, in the 1970s and 1980s, military juntas used
torture to break the opposition in L.atin America, we
campaigned to secure an international convention
against torture and to close down the torture
chambers. When political repression moved out of the
prisons to the streetsin the form of "disappearances”
and extrajudicial executions, we took on these new
violations. Al responded to the proliferationof armed
conflicts in the 1990s by adjusting its mandate to
address all the combatants, not just governments.

The challenge facing Al now is to enlarge its focus
beyond freedom of opinion to encompass identity-
based abuses. We have to work not only for people who
are targeted because of what they think, but for those
who are at riskbecause of who they are. This is not a
turn away from our roots: the Universal Declaration of
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Human Rights was a product of revulsion against the
Holocaust—and genocide is the ultimatedentity-
based human rights violation

This is no easy process. We need new methods of
research. We need new campaigning techniques. Above
all we need to find new ways of building international
solidarity. It has proved in many ways harder to mobilize
the public aroundidentity-based abuses. For example,
while the torture of anti-apartheid leaders was the
subject of worldwide condemnation and popular
protest, the torture of criminal suspectsin South Africa’s
police stations today barely registers. While many of the
political dissidents around the world that Al campaigned
for in the early days were well-connected, middle class
intellectuals, the victims of identity-based abuses are
often poor and uneducated. Many are unpopular within
their own countries. Some people have turned against
human rights organizations, regarding their work as little
more than the protectionof criminals. They have
accepted the killingof youngsuspects, provided it was
not their own sons killed by mistake. Al must find new
ways to generate compassion, solidarity and action.

3. ASSAULT ON THE NATION STATE

States are being squeezed between the twin pressures
of globalization and fragmentation. The nation state
canneither control global trends, nor easily
accommodate the demands of different groups living
within its borders. Some states have collapsed
completely under the pressure of competing demands.
In others, state control over parts of the national
territory is minimal or non-existent. Many states have
beenweakened, and some have lost legitimacy in the
eyes of those they are supposed to represent.

Virtually all governments have adopted the rhetoric
of liberal democracy and of human rights. Few have
deliveredthis as areality. Many states claim they have
been forced to adopt economic policies which
undermine social, economic and cultural rights. While
itis true that no national economy can survive in
isolation from globalized markets, it 1s not true that
national governments are totaily lacking in powers to
defend their people against the arbitrary actions of
multinational corporations or the pressures of
intergovernmental financial institutions. Thereismuch
that governments canand should do

Theycan ensure thatworkers are protectedfromthe
worst forms of exploitation. They cantackle official
corruption. They can stop attacking human rights
defenders. They can, and must, live up to their human
rights obligations, national and international.

How to hold states accountable for their conduct?
Thatis the central question that Al tackles ona daily
basis. The answer 1s as varied as thesituations we face.
The traditional techniques of generating publicity and
appealingdirectly to the responsible authorities through
letters, faxes and e-mails are stillimportant. However,
Alhas moved towards a more strategic approach by
identifying ineach instance who can influence those
with the power to stop abuses, how tomobilize them to
take action, and what steps need to be taken to prevent
further human rights violations. Companies and other
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governments can use their economic and diplomatic
links to press for improvements. Non-governmental
organizations, Al members and local human rights
defenders all have arole to play and all have particular
strengths to bring to the defence of human rights.

Sometimes an international campaign mobilizingas
many people as possibleall around the world is the best
way to achieve change. in the past 10 years Al members
have organized worldwide campaigns against human
rights violations in countries including China, Saudi
Arabia, Sudan, Turkey and the USA. These campaigns
motivated and inspired thousands of people and
achieved measurable improvements, fromraising the
profile of human rights issues to the introduction of
legislative safeguards. Lookingback over these
campaigns, one of the most strikingdevelopmentsis the
way inwhich Al has joined forces with other human
rights organizations, operating as part of the wider
human rights network. The strategy for the USA
campaign, for example, was discussed openly with
coalitions of US human rights and civil liberties groups

Increasingly, work to support and strengthen local
human rights organizations is an integral part of Al's
international campaign strategies. One element 1s the
use of high-profile delegations visiting the country,
engaging indiscussions with local non-governmental
organizations, confronting government officials directly
and generating publicityin the local news media. |
myself have led more than 5o such high-level missions
and they have provided valuable opportunities to speak
directly to new audiences and to present Al's message in
our own words. Often we have helped give new
confidence to the local human rights community and, by
making clear whatkind of organization we are, what our
demands are and how we work, we have given a real
boost to our own members. Sometimes the tangible
results have exceeded our expectations.

To give just one example, in February 2000 | led an Al
delegation which visited Nepal at a time of escalating
violence in the "people’s war” between the government
and the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist). Our packed
scheduleincluded talks with a large number of
government officials; meetings withhuman rights
defenders, refugees and victims; a human rights
defenders’ workshop; a human rights training workshop
for police officers; and media work. For most of that
week, we were front page news. We raised our concerns
about political killings, torture, arbitrary detentionand
anemerging pattern of "disappearances”. The highlight
of the visit was the release of two "disappeared”
prisoners — Suresh Ale Magar and Pawan Shrestha —
whose cases the Al delegation had brought to the
attention of the authorities throughout the week.

Al holds states accountable not only for their actions,
but for their inaction. When states pay lip-service to
women's and children'’s rights but fail to train their
police in how to deal with domestic violence and child
abuse, they have not lived up to their responsibilities
and therefore share the blame. Similarly Al holds states
accountable not only for their actions at home, but also
for the harm they do in other parts of the world. The
failure to regulate international transfers of arms,
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securityequipment and expertise used t oabuse human
rightshas equipped torturers, propped up repressive
regimes and fuelled conflicts.

The horror of crimes committed inthese conflicts has
finally prompted the international community to take
serious steps towardsendingimpunity. Theattempt to
bring former Chilean leader Augusto Pinochet to justice
n Europe showed just how far the world's understanding
of international justice had come. Although Augusto
Pinochet was eventually allowed toreturn to Chile, his
arrestin London transformed the human rights
landscape. The principle of universal jurisdiction - that
there canbe no hiding place for those who commut
tortureand other terrible crimes—is at the heart of
international efforts to establish the International
Criminal Court. Pinochet may have escaped justice in
Europe, buthe now faces trial in Chile. At long last.

Regionalization
Regional groupings of states — such as the European
Union, EconomicCommunity of West African States
(ECOWAS), the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO)and the Asta-Pacific Economic Co-operation
(APEC)—are playing an increasingly prominent role on
the world stage. Some of these bodies, for example the
Council of Europe and the Organization of American
States (OAS), have provided valuable human rights
machinery. However, too often states have hidden
behind regional bodies todeflect criticism from their
own actions. [n addition, the perception that decision-
making is moving further and further away from
ordinary people has in some instances reinforced a
reactionary and nationalistic response to human rights
nitiatives by these bodies. For example, politicians in
English-speaking Caribbean countries have stoked
support for the death penalty by arguing, among other
things, that the OAS was interferingin internal affairs

Al has worked to further its human rights concernson
the agendas of these regional bodies. Al's office in
Brussels seeks toinfluence the evolution of the
European Union'shuman rights mandate and to monitor
its actions. Most recently Al has focused on issues
surrounding foreign policy, refugees and asylum, the
death penalty, torture and the arms trade. ECOWAS, the
WestAfrican regional grouping, hasdeployed peace-
keeping troops in several countries. Al has lobbied
ECOWAS, seeking to ensure that its peace-keeping
troopsrespect human rights. In the aftermath of the
Asianeconomic crisis, Al highlighted its impact on
freedom of association and expression in APEC member
states, and urged APEC to guarantee basic human rights
and labour standards. In 1999 NATO launched a bombing
campargnagainst the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,
with thedeclared aim of ending human rights violations
against ethnic Albanians in Kosovo. NATO claimed that
1ts air campaign was the "most precise and lowest-
collateral damage air campaign in history”. However,
after careful analysis of a number of incidents in which
civilians werebombed, Al publicly statedts belief that
NATO forces had committed serious violations of the
laws of war, leading in a number of cases to the unlawful
killings of civilians. Al called for redress for the victims,
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and reforms to the command structure and decision-
making processes of NATO

The nation state: the challenge for Al
The pressures of globalization and fragmentation are
indisputable. However, despite the growing powersof
multinational corporations and international
institutions, the challengefor Alremains above all to
hold states accountable. Recentring the debate to focus
on the powers and obligations of governments does not
mean ignoring the responsibilities of others. [t does
mean insisting that states are bound by international
human rights law and have no alternative but to uphold
it. it does mean confronting theircowardice, their cover-
upsand their efforts to shirk their responsibilities. [t
does mean stressing that they have the power, despite
external constraints, todeliveron human rights if they
have the political wili to do so. In short, we need to bring
the state back in

WhenAl calls on states to be strong in defence of
humanrights, it is notcalling for the use of repression or
strong-arm tactics. States often claim that they have to
useforceto control the irretrievable slide into division
But theuse of violence in the face ofinternal dissent and
fragmentation is not a sign of stronggovernance. Strong
governance depends on transparency, inclusion and
respect. Governancedoes not mean mere government.
It means the framework of rules, institutions and
established practices that set limits and give incentives
for the conduct of individuals, organizations and
companies. National and global governance have to be
reinvented with human rights at their core

In the name ofthe victim
Al never loses sight of the fact that these principles are
importantbecauseof thetr impact on the real lives and
personal tragedies of the victims of humanrights
violations. The victim is always at the heart of the battles
we fight. The first battle is the battle to preserve the
individual identity of the victim. A victim is not a statistic
or asociological category. A victim is a human being. And
every human being has the right to the elemental human
dignity of beingnamed. The second battle is the battle
against forgetting. The sufferingof victims must be
acknowledged and givenits due importance. There can
be no justice while the perpetrators are allowed to
ignore or deny what they have done. The third battle1s
the battle for compassion for all victims of human rights
violations. Human rights are the birthright of all, not just
the popular, thearticulateand the well-connected. But
to build international solidarity on behalf of the socially
excluded requires new ways of organizing and reaching
people. It requires a new inclusiveness.

| am confident that new audiences will find a home in
amultfaceted mass human rights movement, and that
together we will rise to these challenges. The forces
ranged against us may be formidable. However, the
outrage atinjustice that led to the founding of Al 40
years agocontinues to inspire and motivate millions of
people determined to build a better world.

Happy anniversary toall Al members,supporters
and staff.
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A Peruvian theatre
group taking part
ina "Marathon for
Life, Against
Torture”, partof Al
Peru's activitiesfor
the launch of Al's
worldwide
campaign against
torture. More than
2,000 people took
part, old and
young, including
TV personalities
and members of
Congress.

INTRODUCTION

“When|gotout | was amazed to hearthat Amnesty
International had somehow heard about me and had
been campaigning for me. For me, Amnesty
International means a lot. It is because of the people
who care enough about other people tocontribute tothe
work of Amnesty International that people like me all
over the world are still alive and are what they are now.”
Sylvestre Gahungu, a survivor of human rights violations in Burund, now
an Al memberliving n New Zealand

For the past 40 years Al has fought to defend victims of
human rights violations. During that time, Al members
have steadfastly refused to be daunted by the scale of
the task. Whether faced with apparently impregnable
totalitarian regimes or the chaos and devastation of
war, Al members have found ways to campaign on
behalf of prisoners of conscience and victims of other
human rights violations, including torture,
“disappearances’, political killings and executions.
Since Al's creation in 1961, Al members have worked on
more than 45,000 cases. Some of these cases were on
behalf of individuals, others involved whole families or
groups. Since the first urgentaction appeal was issued
in 1973, Al has initiated some 16,600 urgent appeals on
behalf of men, women and childreninimmediate
danger. In about one third of new urgentaction appeal
cases, Al learns of some improvementin the situation
of the person or people named in the appeal.

During 2000, in addition to 1ts continuing work
monitoring and exposing human rights violations
whereverthey occur, Al launched a concertednew
effort to eradicatetorturearound the world.

This Amnesty International Reportsummarizes
human rights issues ofconcern to the organization
during 2000. The individual entries which make up the
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bulk of thereport look at these concerns within
individual countriesandterritories. This introductory
chapter aims to highlight major campaigning initiatives
undertaken by Al members during the year and to
reflectsome of themajorhuman rights developments
worldwide.

Campaign against torture

Few people today would defend the use of torture, yet
every year thousands of people beat, rape and
electrocute other human beings. Al's renewed
campaign to eradicate torture, launched in October
2000, affirms that torture is always indefensible, and
that it can be stopped. The message 1s not new.
However, what is new is that more people, in more
countries, are taking part in a greater variety of
activitiesto promote this message than ever before

In Nepal, for example, members organized a
motorbike rally involving more than 8o riders. They set
out from Kathmandu in two groups — heading for the
eastern and western extremes of the country. On their
way theriders wentinto every police station trying to
persuade police officers to declaretheirpolice stations
torture freezonesand to show their commitment by
displaying "Torture Free Zone tape”. The day after the
launch of the anti-torture campaign, 4 of the country’s
15 newspapers carried reports about the campaign,
many on the front page. As well as imaginative and
effective public events, members organized a
workshop for lawyers on the shortcomings of Nepal's
Torture Compensation Actand participated in human
rights training for more than 700 police personnel.

In countries around the world Al members are
seekingtoreach out beyond Al's traditional partner
organizations and forge links not only with local human
rights groups, but also with other organizations willing
tobecome involved, suchas women'’s groups and trade
unions. These new networks are able to draw on
complementary capacities and expertise to develop a




e

INTRODUCTION

collective strategy for action, appropriate to their
specificcountryorlocality

Thecampaignhaslocalroots, butglobalreach. On18
October the campaign was launched by human rights
activists not only in London, but also in Beirut, Buenos
Aires, Nairobiand Tokyo. "Torture Free Zone tape” was
wrapped around embassies, police stations and courts of
justice. In Argentina, speakers at Al's heavily attended
press conference included Isabel] Allende, a Chilean
Deputy, and Argentinian Deputy Dr Alfredo Bravo, a
survivor of tortureadoptedby Al as aprisoner of
conscience in the 1970s. InLebanon, MarcelKhalife, a
renowned Lebanese singerand poet, andover 100 Al
membersheld apress conference at the Press Syndicate
where solidarity messages from other celebrities were
read out. In Japan the launch press conference was
attended by torture victims from Tibet, Myanmar, South
Koreaand Indonesia. Yenny Rosa Damayanati, an
Indonesianhumanrightsactivist and torture victim, paid
tribute in front of the Indonesianembassy to those who
diedasaresultoftorture. InKenyaspeakers at the
launchincluded Joseph Etima, Uganda’s Commissioner
for Prisons; ElvisThodi, Malawt's Assistant
Commussioner of Police; and Anisia Achieng, Coordinator
of Sudanese Women's Voice for Peace and Human Rights.

The painstaking planning and tireless efforts of
those involved set a new benchmark for the level of
media coverage and attention that ahuman rights
campaign canand should achieve.

Campaigning against torture online

Working to prevent or stop the torture of individuals at
risk has always been at the heart of Al's work. The
methods of the torturers have changedover the
decades, and sohave the methods of the anti-torture

campaigners. This campaign s using the Internet totry
to extend the protection of international scrutiny toan
ever greater number of potential victims. The
www.stoptorture.org websitehasledto individuals in
188 countries registering toget involved and add their
voice to the clamour for justice and freedom from
torture.

One of the first urgent actions posted on this website
was on behalf of Trabun Ibrahim Laku, a Sudanese
asylum-seeker detained in Lebanon. There were fears
that he and other asylum-seekers were being tortured
to force them todrop their asylum claims. Twelve hours
into the campaign, 1,300 people had sent expressions
of concern for Trabun Ibrahim Laku from the website.
The Lebanese government asked Al “to please stop the
e-mail messages which are still arriving at arate of 2
every minute”

Take a step to stamp out torture
At the start of the campaign Al published Take a step to
stamp out torture, drawing on recent reports of torture
and ill-treatment from more than 150 countries
Torture continues to be used as an instrument of
political repression. In many parts of the world, those
who challenge the prevailingorder, whether non-
violently or by taking up arms, are still likely targets of
torture andill-treatment

However, Al's global survey into patterns of torture
revealed that the most common victims of torture and
ill-treatment are convicted criminals and criminal
suspects. In some countries, beatings of criminal
suspectsare so routine that they are notrecognized as
torture, even by the victims themselves. Criminal
suspects often come from the poorest or most
marginalized sectors of society. Discrimination against
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Cambodia: a
woman looks at
picturesofpeople
tortured by the
Khmer Rouge in
the late 1970s.
This photograph
appears in a book
produced by Al
italy to promote
the anti-torture
campaign.




Imen Derouiche, a
former prisoner of
conscience from
Tunisia, speaks of
her experience of
torture and why
sheis backing Al's
campaign, Take a
step tostamp out
torture. She was
one of a group of
students at the
University of Tunis
whowereheld in
incommunicado
detention, beaten,
threatened and
denied essential
medical treatment
in 1998 and 1999.

suchgroups often contributes tothelack of action
against their torture orill-treatment

Al'sincreased emphasis on working against abuses
based on identity—especially women and children —is
at the heart of the torture campaign. For many people
torture is what happens to political prisoners under
brutal dictatorships. This is true. But it is also what
happens in liberal democracies, especially to members
ofgroups which have been silenced or marginalized by
wider social discrimination. The link between
discrimination against women, children, members of
ethnic minorities and lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgendered people iskey to the campaign.

Children and torture
“He had a pair of pliers in his hand. He keptasking
wherethe mobile [phonelwas. | told him | had not
seenit.. He got hold of my thumb and placed it
between the pliers. He pressed it hard and crushed
my thumb. | do not remember what happened next."

This description would be shocking no matter who the
victim was. What makes 1t particularly abhorrent is that
these are the words of a nine-year-old boy tortured by
police in Bangladesh.

As part of the anti-torture campaign, Al published a
report which highlighted the horrific violence and
abuse to which children are sub jected throughout the
world. Every daychildren are tortured in police
stations, by rival armies and in their homes. Most
childrensufferinsilence, theirstories never told,
their tormentors never called toaccount. Al's
campaignseeks to expose the hidden scandal of the
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torture of children and toendit. (Hidden scandal,
secret shame—Tortureand ill-treatment of children,
Al Index: ACT 40/038/2000)

Women and torture
“She was crying when she came back. She told us
she had beenraped by three or four soldiers. She
cried fora long time. She asked why we were lying
about it because she said she knew it had happened
toustoo.”
Awoman from Suva Reka, Kosovo, Federal Republicof Yugostavia, 1999

The kind of torture that women are subjected tois
decisively influenced by their gender. Rape and other
sexual violence have been inflicted on women n all the
armed conflicts investigated by Al in recentyears.

Womenin custody havebeensubjectedto many
forms of torture. Prominent among them is sexual
violence, including rape, by police and prison guards.
Yetin most countries women's greatest risk of violence
comes not from police officers or soldiers, but from
people they know. Whatever thesetting, whoever the
perpetrator, most women victims of violence have to
contend not only with the abuse itself, but also with
official silence orindifference.

Although governments have a duty to prevent,
investigate and punish abuses against women, in
reality women often face inadequate preventive
measures, police indifference, a failure to define
abuses as criminal offences andgender bias in the
courtsystem. In Italy, in February 1999, the Supreme
Courtoverturned anappeal court verdict which had
found a male driving instructor guilty of raping his 18-
year-old student, commenting: “Itis common
knowledge... that jeans cannot even be partly removed
without the active cooperation of the person wearing
them... and itis impossible if the victim 1s strugghng
with all her force”. The court concluded that rape was
not proved and referred the case back forretrial

Aspart of the anti-torture campaign, Al is seeking to
hold statesaccountable for all actsof torture, including
those committed by private individuals.

Sexual identity and torture
The torture of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered
people around the world i1s concealed behind a veil of
secrecyandtaboo. It is a worldwide problem—Al has
documented numerous cases from every continent—
butone thatisgreatly under-reported. The stigma
surrounding homosexuality in many cultures means
that those speakingout are oftenignored, further
marginalized or abused. While some governments seek
todeny that such torture takes place —or even that
homosexuals exist in their countries — others openly
justify it in the name ofmorality, religion or ideology.
Either way, theeffectis that torture goes unchallenged.
Laws criminalizing homosexuality not only deprive a
sector of the population of basic human rights, they
may alsoactasalicencetotortureor ill-treat.
However, torture is not limited to countries where
homosexuality is illegal. Institutionalized pre judice
means that lesbians, bisexuals, gay men and
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transgendered people who come into contact with the
law for other reasons may be targetedfor abuse, in
particular rape and other sexual violence. Al
campaigns against laws that criminalize
homosexuality. As part of this campaign Al is
highlighting the links between discriminatory laws and
practices and torture.

Racism and torture
The recent resurgence in racist ill-treatment and
torture 1s nourished by increasingly xenophobic
responsesto immigration, discrimination in the
criminaljustice system, and the proliferation of armed
conflictswithan ethnicdimension

According to Al's research, many if not most of the
victims of police brutality in Europe and the USA are
black or members of other ethnic minorities. In the
Americas, torture and ill-treatment of indigenous
people, especially in the context of land rights
disputes, is a continuing legacy of centuries of
subjugation. Rape, mutilation and other torture have
been used as weapons of war in recent conflicts with
an ethnicdimension in Africa, Asia andEastern
Europe

The link between racism and tortures akey theme
of the anti-torture campaign, and the 2001 UN World
Conference on Racism providesa welcome opportunity
tocast the spotlight on patterns of racist abuse.

[Take a stepto stamp

@ Join Al's campaign against torture

@ Join Al and other local and international human nghts
organizations which fight torture

@ Make a donation to support Al's work

mTell frends and familyaboutthe campaign and ask
them to join too

B Registerto take action against torture at
www.stoptorture.org and campaign online. Visitors to
the website will be able to appeal on behalfof
individuals atrisk of torture

Campaign against the death penalty

“Thedeath penaltyis disqusting, particularly if it
condemns an innocent. But it remains an injustice even
when itfalls on someone who is guilty of a crime.”
Giuliano Amato, Prime Minister ofltaly, 14 September 2000,
commenting on a scheduled execution in Virginia, USA

A permanent end to all executions in the year 2000~
thatwasthe challenge to governments that wentout
from Al and other abolitionist organizations. It was a
challenge that was directed to all governments, but
aboveall to thehandful of states responsible for the
vast majority of executions —China, Iran, Iraq, Saudi
Arabia, and the USA. At the end of 2000 more than half
the countries in theworldhad abolished the death
penalty in law or practice.
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More than three countries a year on average have
abolished the death penalty for all crimes in the past
decade. Once abolished, the death penalty is seldom
reintroduced. Since 1985, more than 4o countries have
abolished the death penalty in law or, having
previously abolished it for ordinary crimes, have gone
onto abolish it for all crimes. During the same period
only four abolitionist countries reintroduced the death
penalty

In March Malta became the first country to abolish
the death penalty for all crimes in the new century.
Coted'lvoire followed in July when a new Constitution
which stipulates that "all penalties resulting in the
deprivation of human life are prohibited” was adopted
by referendum.

Inthe USA arecentsurveyhas shown amajority in
favour of amoratorium on executions until a study is
carried out on the fairness of how the death penalty is
used. In January, the Governor of lllinois declared a
moratorium onexecutionsin his state owing to its
“shameful” record of wrongful convictions in capital
cases. His decision fuelled calls for executions to be
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An 11year-old boy
holds up a sign
protesting against
the scheduled
execution of Bettie
Lou Beets in Texas,
USA, February
2000. The 62-year-
old woman was
later put todeath
by lethal injection
for a murder
committed in 1983.




halted elsewhere in the country. Despite this, the death
penalty continued to be widely used. Four juvenile
offenders were executed; the highestnumbersince
1993. In Texas alone, 40 people wereexecuted, a record
in any one year; in December, the 150th prisoner was
executed under the five-year governorship of George
W. Bush. The USA continued to violate international
standards by using the death penalty against the
mentally impaired, individuals who were under 18 at
the time of the crime, and defendants who received
inadequate legal representation. Studies continued to
show that the death penalty is applied in the USA in an
arbitrary and unfair manner, prone to bias on grounds
of race and class

Although the worldwide abolition of the death
penalty has come closer over the past four decades,
much stll remains to be done, especially in the handful
of countries where judicial killing by the state is most
entrenched.

Worldwide actions

Al members around the world took special action
during 2000 inresponse to situations in a number of
specific countries where the scale or long-termnature
of human rightsabuses were the cause of acute
concern. This was in addition to their continuing work
on behalf of individuals, and their efforts to persuade
governments to improve their human rights policies
and practices.

Sierra Leone

The internal armed conlflict in Sierra Leone has been
marked by terrible atrocities against unarmed
civilians, including mutilations and sexual violence,
ever since its outbreak in 1991. Inearly May 2000 there
was a serious deterioration in the political and
securitysituation, precipitatedby the capture of some
500 UN peace-keepingtroops byrebel forces of the
Revolutionary United Front. This crisis showed clearly
the link between impunity and continued human
rightsabuses— the Lomé peace agreement of 1999
includedablanketamnestyforcrimes committed in
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the conflict, which providednodeterrent to a
resurgence in the violence.

Although the captured UN forces werereleased by
mid-July 2000, through the mediation of President
Charles Taylorof Liberia, the situation remained
volatile, with shifting alliances and continuing
hostilities between a number of armedforces. Large
parts of the north and east of the country, including the
keydiamond-producing areas, remainedunderthe
control of rebel forces, andtheillicit trade in diamonds
continued to finance the provision of arms and
ammunition torebelforces. Both rebelforces and
government-allied forces committed abuses

Al responded to this crisis by mobilizing its
members worldwide toprotest atgross human rights
abuses against civilians —including killings, mutilation
and rape — and to call for the protection of refugees
and internally displaced people. Al members
highlighted the widespread use of child soldiers in the
conflict and the need to preventtheillicit trade in
diamonds from Sierra Leone being used to finance
arms purchases by rebel forces. Al members around
the world called on their governments to enforce
effectively anembargo on arms sales torebel forces,
and to ensure that transfers of arms and services to
government forces did not facilitate human rights
violations.

Al'sstrategy on SierraLeonesought to maintain
humanrightsconcerns high on the agenda of
influential actors, in particular the UN Security Council.
the Economic Community of West African States

Internally displaced people in Sierra Leone. Thousands
of people fled to Freetown in May 2000 to escape rebel
attacks.
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(ECOWAS) and key governments. Al pressed the UN
Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) to fulfil its mandate
toprotectcivilians, while urging the international
community to ensure that the UNAMSIL human rights
section received adequate resources and political
support

Al called foraneffective international mechanism
forinvestigating human rights abuses and bringing
perpetrators to justice. In August 2000 the UN Security
Council agreed to establish anindependent Special
Court for Sierra Leone to try crimes against humanity,
war crimes andother serious violations of
international humanitarian law. Al called for the
Special Court to have the power to prosecute those
most responsible for atrocities throughout the conflict
and anyone who recruited children under the age of 15
nto armed forces or groups, whether such recruitment
was forced or voluntary. It alsocalled for the Special
Court toreceive adequate and sustained funding and
for priority to be given to the speediest possible
reconstruction of the national judicial system so that it
caneventually assume responsibility forbringing to
Jjustice perpetrators of human rights abuses not tried
by the Special Court.

Al also lobbied the international diamond trading
community, as well as major diamond trading centres,
toimplement UN restrictions on diamonds from Sierra
Leone. Al addressed meetings of the International
Diamond Manufacturers Association and the World
Federation of DiamondBourses in Antwerp. As a result
of ground-breaking work on diamonds and arms, Al
wasabletoinvolveitsgrassroots members in taking
action on issues concerning economic relations toa
greater extent thanever beforeandtodevelop
expertise in sustaining such activities in countries
around the world. Working together with other non-
governmental organizations, Al had an impactn that
the industry acknowledged the need for regulation and
worked towards a tamper-proof certification scheme
for diamonds from Sierra Leone.

Al sees its work with the Sierra Leone human rights
movement as crucial. Although Sierra Leonean non-
governmental human rights organizations have
consolidated their work by forming a National Forum
for Human Rights and cooperating with the UNAMSIL
humanrights sectionand international human rights
and humanitarian organizations, they still require
training and logistical support. The partnership
between Al and the SierraLeone human rights
movement was greatly strengthened during 2000

Israel and the Occupied Territories

0On 29 September, Israeli soldiers shot and killed five
Palestinians and injured more than 200 others in East
Jerusalem. The shooting took place after stones were
thrown over the Western Wall following Friday prayers
at the al-Agsa Mosque. Demonstrations which followed
were in protest at these killings, and became even
more widespread after television viewers saw the
prolonged agony endingin the death of a 12-year-old
boy, Muhammad al-Dura, shot at Netzarim Junction on
30 September in the Gaza Strip by Israeli security
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forces, while his father tried to protect him. Inthe
followingdays, demonstrations, which often
developed into violent clashes between Palestinians
and Israelisecurity forces, took place— sometimes
daily—in cities and villages in the West Bankand the
Gaza Strip. Demonstrationsalso took place in
Palestinian towns and villages within Israel. In the four
days that followed more than 5o Palestinians were
killed — 13 in Israel and at least 40 in the West Bank and
Gaza— by soldiers using rubber-coated metal bullets
and live ammunition, including high-velocity bullets.

By the end of 2000, Israelisecurity forces had killed
atleast3o0 and wounded morethan 10,000
Palestinians, many of whomwerechildrenunder 18.
The Israel Airforce and the navy used heavy weaponry,
including helicopter gunships, tanks and naval vessels,
to shell randomly Palestinian areas from where armed
Palestinians had opened fire. Armed Palestinians,
including paramilitary groups linked to the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) and opposition groups
such as Islamic Jihad, carried out attacks, killing 16
Israelicivilians.

Al's overriding concern was the excessive use of
lethal force bythe Israeli security forces. Al members
around the world called for the killings to stop. They
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A Palestinian
schoolboy faceto
face with an Israeli
soldier. In the last
three months of
2000, Israeli
security services
killed at least 300
Palestinians, many
of whom were
children. Al used
this photograph
on a posterwith
the slogan "Stop
the Killing".
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Almembersin
Washington DC,
USA, protest
against human
rightsabusesin
Saudi Arabia,
September 2000.
Human rights
activists all over
the world took
partin Al's
campaign, End
Secrecy, End
Suffering in Saudi
Arabia.

demanded that killings, on both sides, be investigated
By the end of the year, not a single killing had been
properly investigated and few autopsies had been
conducted by either side to determine how individuals
hadbeenkilled.

Al publicly called for the immediate suspension of all
transfers of attackhelicoptersfromthe USA to Israel,
including a pending upgrade of Apache helicopter
gunships.

Al reiterated its urgent call for an independent
international investigation by the UN into serious
human rights abuses in Israel and the Occupied
Territories, including the areas under the jurisdiction
of the Palestinian Authority. In October, aspecial
session of the UN Commission on Human Rights setup a
Commission of Inquiry into the violations of human
rights in Israel and the OccupiedTerritories. Al asked
that it cooperate with all other ongoinginvestigations,
thatit be givenaccess to all persons, documents and
placesand thatitreport publicly.

Akeyfocusof the action was togeneratethe
maximum impact through publicevents, as well as
more traditional lobbying and letter-writing activities
aimed at those with the power to influence the
situation. Almembersfacedparticular challenges in
addressing the human rights crisis in Israel and the
Occupied Territories. In a situationwhere inaccurate
informationand disinformation were common
currency, Al's sustained presenceand accurate
reporting fromthe field were crucial to the
effectiveness of our campaigning, as was our work
together with Israeli and Palestinian non-
governmental organizations.

Amnesty International Report 2001

INTRODUCTION

Saudi Arabia
Al's campaign on human rights violations in Saud:
Arabia was launched in March with the slogan "End
Secrecy, End Suffering”. The launchreport, A Secret
Stateof Suffering (Al Index: MDE 23/001/2000),
highlighted the secrecy and fear permeating every
aspect of the criminal justice systemn Saudi Arabia
This secrecy facilitates human rights violations
including arbitrary arrestand indefinite detention, the
imprisonment of prisoners of conscience, torture,
secret and summary trials, cruel judicial punishments
and executions. Al's campaign also drew attention to
the fact that responsibility for human rights violations
1n Saudi Arabia lies not just with the government but
also with the international community, which has
largelybeenreluctant tospeak out against human
rights violations in the country.

The campaign provokedunprecedented debate
within Saudi Arabia about fundamental human rights. A
number of Saudi Arabian newspapers reported Al's
argumentsandthe reaction of the authorities
Newspapers carried articles about the criminal justice
systemand other human rights issues. Live debates and
interviews on human rights in SaudiArabiawere
broadcast by TV and radio stations to viewers and
listeners throughout the Middle East.

In an unprecedented move, the Saudi Arabian
government publicly stated its belief in the universality
and indivisibility of humanrightsand announced
measures to promote and protect suchrights. During
the March/April 2000session of the UN Commission on
Human Rights, Saudi Arabia's Deputy Foreign Minister
stated that "...humanrights are a non-negotiable
objective for the achievement of which we mustall
strive together”, and that Saudi Arabia was committed
to"...the protection and promotion of human rights
through carefully studied measures within the context
of acomprehensive human rights strategy.” In
September, days before Al launched its report Saudi
Arabia: Gross humanrights abuses against women (Al

Index: MDE 23/057/2000), Saudi Arabia acceded to the
UN Women's Convention.

Al's campaign has been successful indrawing
attention to thegrave human rights violations which
have persistedfor so long in the country. It has broken
through the wall of secrecy: the challenge now 1s to end
the suffering.

Impunity

Impunity—the failure to bring to justice those
responsible for human rights violations— feeds the
cycle of violence, encouragesfurther abuses and
denies the victims justice. Tackling impunity is a vital
step in building a vigilant society wherehumanrights
are respected and protected, where routine abusive
practices cannot persist and where isolated cases,
should they occur, are dealt with promptly and
effectively.

Al, therefore, opposes any measures which grant
amnesties toperpetrators of humanrights crimes
before the truth has been established. The failure to
acknowledge the truth prolongs the original harm by
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seekingtodeny thatitever took place—a further
affront to the dignity and humanity of the victim

States havea duty to nvestigate humanrights
violations, to identify those responsible, to impose the
appropriate penalties and toensure the victim receives
adequate reparation. Yet in countries all around the
world, evidence is concealed, investigations are inept
orcorrupt, and the systemconspires to protect the
perpetrators rather than the victims.

Statesalsohaveresponsibilities that extend beyond
their borders. According to the principle of universal
jurisdiction, states should bring to justice those
presumed responsible forcrimes against humanity, war
crimes and genocide, regardless of where the crimes
were committed, the nationality of the person
responsible, or the nationality of the victim. All states
are obliged to cooperate in this process

Augusto Pinochet

The case of the former Chilean military leader,
Augusto Pinochet, continued to attract immense
international interest, both because it broke new
ground in the practical application of the principle of
universal jurisdiction and because the scale and
ferocity of the repression in Chile after the 1973
military coup reverberated throughout the world
This case continued to have an unprecedented impact
n terms of spreading awareness of universal
Jurisdiction and sending a clear message of warning

AChinese police officer about to arrest a followerof
the spiritual group Falun Gongin Tiananmen Square,
Beijing, April 2000. Many thousands of Falun Gong
adherents were held in detention during 2000.
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to perpetrators of gross human rights abuses in all
partsoftheworld.

Developments in thecase in 2000 highlightedsome
of the limitations and the possibilities of universal
Jurisdiction in the struggle against impunity.

Despite criminal investigations or proceedings against
him in Spain, the United Kingdom, Belgium, France,
Switzerland and the USA, Augusto Pinochet was allowed
toreturn home in March on grounds of ill health. By
then, however, the publicity surrounding his arrest had
punctured his apparent invincibility andgivenrenewed
impetus to the calls for justice within Chile itself.

In June, the Santiago Appeals Court ruled that
Augusto Pinochet’s parliamentary immunity should be
lifted. In December, Judge Juan Guzman ordered that
AugustoPinochetbe placed underhousearrestas
author of the kidnappingand/or murder of 75 people
during an October 1973 military operation known as the
"Caravan of Death’ ("Caravana dela Muerte’)
Subsequently, the Supreme Court overturned the
order, ruling that the judge had failed to interrogate
Augusto Pinochet before issuing the order, and that
mental and physical tests should be carriedout to
determine his fitness to stand trial before the
interrogation could take place. At the end of 2000
Augusto Pinochet's name appeared in 202 lawsuits
which were pending before Chilean courtsin
connection with human rights violations committed
under his military government

Hissein Habré

The case of Hissein Habré, former president of Chad,
demonstrates that at both the national and
international levels, overcoming impunity requires
political will on the part of the authorities. Although
Senegal had ratified the UN Convention against Torture,
it had failed to incorporateall of its provisions into
national legislation. In particular, theauthonities failed
to incorporate the provision which would explicitly
allow Senegalese courts totrya foreign nationalforacts
of torture committed abroad. In July, the Senegalese
court investigating charges of complicity in acts of
torture against Hissein Habré dismissed the charges on
the grounds that it could not prosecute crimes
committed in Chad. An appeal against this verdict was
pending at the end of the year.

Hissein Habre had been indicted followinga criminal
complaint filed in January by Chadian victims and a
coalition of non-governmental organizations. The legal
action accused Hissein Habré of crimes against
humanity and acts of torture. The lesser charge of
complicity in acts of torture was retained by the
investigating judge and Hissein Habré was placed
under house arrest while investigationsinto the
chargesagainst him began. However, the defence
lodged a motion to dismiss the case on the grounds that
Senegal has no jurisdiction over crimes committed in
Chad and that the prosecution is barred by the 10-year
statute of limitations.

No one has beenbrought to justice in Chad for their
part in the abuses committed under the former
government of Hissein Habré.
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Astudentin Aceh,
Indonesia, tries to
push back riot
police during
clashes between
protesters and the
security forcesin
March 1999. Police
and military
operations against
separatist rebels
continued
throughout 2000.
Hundreds of
people were
extrajudicially
executed. Some
were tortured
before being killed.
Manyofthe
victims were
ordinary civilians,
including aid
workers, human
rights defenders
and political
activists.
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No justice, no peace
In Algeria, more than 100,000 people have been killed
by the security forces, statearmed militias and armed
groups since the current conflict beganin 1992.
Thousands "disappeared”after being seized by the
security forces. Despite the scale of this long-drawn-
out tragedy, there have been no independent, impartial
investigations. Theauthorities have stated that they
want to close this sad chapter in Algeria'shistory, but
are seeking to do so by granting immunity to those who
may have committed gross human rights crimes. The
immunity from prosecution previously enjoyed by
members of the security forces and their allied militias
has been extended to members of armedopposition
groups. Meanwhile, the violence continues, albeit at a
muchreducedlevel; since early 1999 about 200 people
havebeen killed every month

Inthe year af ter the Indonesian security forces and
allied militias unleasheda wave of violence against the
people of East Timor whichshocked the international
community into taking action, Indonesia continued its
path towards democraticreform. Addressing and
making amends forits repressive past and establishing
accountability before the law areimportant elements
of this process. Credible prosecutions for past human
rights violations in Indonesia are a crucial test of the
government's commitment to reform. However,
political resistance and the weakness of legal and
judicial institutions continued to be an obstacle to
successful investigations and trials of perpetrators of
human rights violations

New legislation was introduced providing for the
establishment of human rights courts to try gross
violations of human rights. It was expected that those
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suspected of committing crimes, including crimes
against humanity, in East Timor in 1999 would be
brought to trial under this legislation. However,
progress in these cases was slow. Although the
Indonesian authorities completed investigations into
five cases in October, no human rights court had been
established by the end of 2000tohearthe cases. There
were also fears that a constitutional amendment
adopted in August which bans the retroactive
application of legislation might be used to try to
prevent suspected perpetrators of human rights
violations from being brought to justice under the
new legislation.

Mothers' groups protest againstviolence, militarism
and human rights violations, September 1999,
Jakarta, Indonesia. During 2000there was a marked
deterioration in the human rights situation in parts of
Indonesia, including Aceh and Papua.
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Investigations into events in East Timor during 1999
were also carried out by the UN Transitional
Administration in East Timor (UNTAET), but progress
was also slow Indictments were served, but trals had
not begun by theend of the year. In the meantime,
hundreds of extrajudicial killings and incidents of
torture, including rape, committed by the Indonesian
security forces and their allied militaswerenot even
investigated

In Aceh, Indonesia, one civilian and 24 members of
the military were found guilty in April ofkillinga
Mushmcleric and oversoof his followers. However,
the trial, which took place in ajoint civilian-military
tribunal. fell short of international standards for fair
trial. Other scheduled trials in Aceh failed to take place
and the climate of impunity shielded the perpetrators
of human rights abuses in Aceh and Papua where
repressionof pro-independence supporters intensified

il P

R

Women's march for peace, Harare, Zimbabwe, May 2000.
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In Zimbabwe, widespread state-sponsored violence
started in March and persisted throughout the year,
particularly during the months leading up to the June
parhamentary elections. ThegoverningZimbabwe
African National Union-Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF)
partyusedgenuinegrievancesover land distribution
andracial inequalities tofomentviolence, including
killings and torture. These politically motivated
violations of human rights and the complete lack of
accountability of those responsible took place against
abackground of decades of impunity.

Seriousviolations and abuses of human rights
during the war of independence (1972 to 1980),
especially by the government led by lan Smith, were
covered up by the blanket amnesty that accompanied
independence. Zimbabwe was soon after gripped by a
new wave of violence as operations by the Zimbabwe
National Army sth Brigade in Matabeleland resulted in
thousands of executions, "disappearances”and
torture. These atrocities were themselves subject to
anamnestyini988.

Thissame pattern of impunity was repeated in
October 2000 when President Robert Mugabe issued a
clemencyordergranting a blanket amnesty for all
those suspected of politically motivated crimes
committed between 1 January 2000 and3t July 2000.
Although the order made exceptions for some grave
crimes, the amnesty protects many perpetrators of
grave human rights abuses including those responsible
fortorture andill-treatment

In the aftermath of NATO's bombing campaign from
late March to early June 1999, reports of human rights
violations in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia against
Opposition activists, non-governmental organizations
andindependentjournalists increased in frequency
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An opposition
supporter lights a
torch during a rally
outside the federal
parliament
buildingin
Belgrade, Federal
Republic of
Yugoslavia, 6
October 2000.One
day earlier, some
protesters had
stormed the
building as part of
a popular revolt
against President
Slobodan
Milo3evi¢,
demanding that he
step down in
favourofVojislav
Ko3tunica who had
won the elections,




and severity. In October 2000, however, the Federal
presidential and parliamentary elections,
accompanied by mass public protests, brought about
the fall of Slobodan Milosevi¢ and a significant
decrease in the incidence and range of human rights
violations. By the end of the year, the new government
of Voyislav Kostunica had failed to cooperate with the
International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia by arresting and transferring indicted
suspects, including Slobodan Milo$evic, to the custody
of the Tribunal

InKosovodelays in establishing a functioning police
force and a multi-ethnic, independent and impartial
judiciary enabled widespread humanrightsabuses,
particularly againstmembersof minority communities,
to be commutted with virtual impunity. Early in the
year, members of the judiciary weresubjected to
threats and intimidation, while delays in the
establishment of a functioning judiciary led tosuspects
being held in pre-trial detention for periods exceeding
international standards. Other concerns were also
expressedabouthuman rights violations perpetrated
by the international community—including KFOR
(KosovoForce)and the international police—and
about the failure of the UN Interim Mission in Kosovo
(UNMIK) to protect and promote human rights.

In Colombia the long-running conflict between
government forces, illegal paramilitary groups which
have the tacit and active support of important sectors
of the armed forces, and armed opposition groups,
continued to escalate. The conflicthas been
characterized by a blatant disregard for human rights
and international humanitarian law. At least 4,000

A"regroupment”
camp in Burundi,
February 2000.In
September 1999,
the government
of Burundi forced
more than
290,000 mainly
Hutu civilians to
leave their homes
and enter
"regroupment”
camps. Conditions
inthe camps were
appalling.
Following
international
condemnation,
the camps were
closed by
September 2000,
but no provision
was made for
people returning
to their homes,
many of which
had been
destroyed.

Amnesty International Repost 2001

INTRODUCTION

people werekilled in political violence in 2000 alone
Hundreds of thousands of civilians, mostly poor
peasantfarmers fromremoterural areas, have been
forced to flee their homes.

In July US President Bill Clinton signed a law granting
US$1.3 billion in aid to Colombia, thebulkofit for the
Colombian military. Accordingto US law, certain
human rights conditions have to be met before military
assistance can be given to Colombia, such as civilian
trialsforarmedforces personnel accused of gross
human rights violations. Al, together with two US-
based non-governmental organizations, presented
evidence that these conditions had not been met.
President Clinton responded by waiving the human
rights conditions on grounds of US national security
interests.

One of the cornerstones of impunity in Colombia,
and indeed elsewhere, 1s the failure to try military
personnel before civilian courts. Even Colombian
military officers have admitted that military tribunals
areunfair, cover up crimes and shield high-ranking
officers. Many casesneverevenreach the courts;
hundredsof outstanding arrestwarrantsfor known
paramilitaries have never been carried out. Known
killers continue to walk the streets freely in Colombia.

It can sometimes take manyyears for the truth about
human rights violations toemerge or to be publicly
acknowledged. In France, two army generals admitted
their direct involvement in torture and extrajudicial
executions during the Algerian war of independence
(1954 t0 1962). Their admission followedgrowing public
pressure on the authorities to acknowledge and
condemn torture during the war.Therewerealso
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movestomake the Paris police grant access to its
archiveson the October 1961 massacre of Algeriansby
police officers during a peaceful demonstration in
Paris. Disagreement persisted about the number of
demonstratorskilled, figures varying between 32and
200. In November Al called for those responsible for
war crimes and crimes against humanity during the war
tobe brought to justice. In Al's view the lack of political
will by successive French governments to confront this
issue had helped topresenttorture, summary
executions and "disappearances” as a "necessary evil”

Hidden victims

In 2000, asin other years, while some human rights
tragedies captured the public imagination and
generated anger and action, many others went
virtually unnoticed.

In Burundi the civilian population paid the price of
the civilwarwhich continued despite the signing of a
peace agreement in August. Hundreds of civilians
werekilled in cold blood by governmentarmed forces
and armed opposition groups. In China there was no
sign of any relaxation of the 1999 crack-down on
fundamental freedoms. Thousands of people were
arbitrarily detained for peacefully exercising their
rights to freedom of expression, association or
religion. Torture and 1ll-treatment of prisoners
continued to be widespread and thousands of people
were sentenced to death, In the Democratic Republic
of the Congo the continuing armed conflict wasused
as a pretext tojustify widespread repression of
peaceful dissent, as the government and armed
opposition used imprisonment and torture to silence
their critics. In Iraq, air strikes by US and UK forces
continued, resulting in further civilian deaths.
According to Iragi government figures around 300
people have beenkilled since the air strikes began in
December 1998. In Russia, the fading of international
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attention on the conflictinChechnya did notmean
that human rights violations in the conflict had
decreased, just that they could be committed without
even the most minimal level of international scrutiny

For 40 years Al members have struggled togivea
voice to the forgotten prisoner, to shine alight on the
secretworldofthe torturer, and togiveaname to the
anonymous victim. Thisstruggle goes on. While the
challenges we face are greater thanever, so are the
forces marshalled in support of human rights. The
international human rights movement, of which Al is
proudtobeapart, is growing, diversifying and gaining
strength. We urge you to joinit.
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A Chechen boy
looks from a tent
window in the
Sputnik refugee
camp in Ingushetia,
October 2000. The
conflictin
Chechnya caused
mass displacement.
Russian forces were
responsible for
gross human rights
violations against
Chechen civilians.
Thousands were
killedin
indiscriminate
attacks and there
were widespread
reports of torture,
incommunicado
detention, and
summary
executions.
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AFGHANISTAN

TaLesan's ISLAMIC EMIRATE OF AFGHANISTAN,
headed by Mullah Mohammad Omar, recognized as a
government by three countries

ANTHTALEBAN ALLIANCE'S ISLAMIC STATE OF
AFGHANISTAN,

headed by Burhanuddin Rabbani, recognized as a
government by othergovernments and the UN
Capital: Kabul

Population: 23.7 million

Official languages: Dari, Pushtu

Death penalty: retentionist

Human rights abuses, including arbitrary detention
and torture, continued to be reportedin the context
of the ongoing conflict between warring factions.
The Talebancontinued to impose harsh restrictions
on personal conduct and behaviour as a means of
enforcing their particular interpretation of Islamic
law.Fighting in the northern provinces intensified
during the second half of the year as the Talebanand
anti-Taleban forces fought for control of territory.
Forced displacement of the civilian population was
used by the Talebanto gain control ofterritory in
areasnorth of Kabul, creating a severe humanitarian
crisis.

Background

War and drought resulted ina serious threat to the food
supply inmany areas. A peaceful resolution to the
armed conflict remained a remote prospect; UN efforts
to bring the warring factions to the negotiating table
were again unsuccessful. Other peace efforts, including
an initiative by the former Afghan king, Zahir Shah, to
establish a government representative of all ethnic
groups and factions through a traditional LoyaJirga
(Grand Assembly), did not receive support from the
Taleban.

The Taleban continued to assert that it represented
the majority of people in the country, despite the
absence of any independentlyverifiable evidence to
support this claim. As in previousyears, the civilian
populationwas denied the opportunity to formally
express Its wishes regarding the kind of government it
wanted.

In December the UN Security Council imposed new
sanctions, stating that unless the Ta/eban “cease the
provision of sanctuary and training for international
terrorists and their organizations... turn over Osama
bin Laden toappropriate authorities in a country where
he has been indicted, or to appropriate authorities ina
country where he will be returned to such a country, or
toappropriate authorities in a country where he will be
arrested and effectively brought to justice... act swiftly
toclose all camps where terrorists are trained within
the territory under its control”, all states would prevent
the sale and transfer of military supplies, including
technical advice, assistance, or training, to areas of
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Afghanistan under Taleban control, and close Taleban
officesand deny Talebanofficials entry in their
territory.

Forced displacement
More than 70,000 people were reported to have fled
intensified fighting in the northern province of Takhar
to the neighbouring province of Badakhshan. Tensof
thousands more werereportedto have fled not only
drought-strickenrural areas but also a deteriorating
security situation in the northern and central regions of
the country. The International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) warned of healthrisks andlack of
preparation for the winter monthsand nutritional
surveys by the relief organization Médecins sans
Frontiéresshowed a substantial increase in levels of
malnutrition in the northern region

The bulk of this massive displacement was a direct
consequence of the pressure exerted by Talebanguards
on thelocalpopulationto flee their homes. The Taleban
initially denied that mass displacement had taken
place, but later reportedly criticized the UN and other
aid agencies for not providing food and shelter to the
displaced people.
& On 1 September, after Taleban forces reportedly
declared Taligan town and its surrounding villages
military zones, some 18,000 people living in the villages
of Ganj Ali Beg, Sarai Sang, Khatayan, Qazaq, Ahan
Dara, and Shurab were forced to abandon their homes
insearch of safety.

Refugees

During the year Iran, Pakistan and Tajikistan closed
their borders to tens of thousands of Afghan refugees
fleeing the war and the drought.

In May, the Iranian parliament votedto close, in
principle, Iran'sborder with Afghanistan, supposedly
to prevent drug smuggling. The Tajik government
closed its border with Afghanistan in mid-September,
preventing tens of thousands of Afghans fleeing the
fighting from enteringTajikistan. Pakistan closed its
North West Frontier Province and Balochistan border
to Afghan refugees without valid travel documents in
early November while Talebanguards stopped Afghan
refugees at checkpointson the road from Jalalabad to
the Torkhamborder crossing with Pakistan, reportedly
beating many of them. Restrictions were particularly
applied to family groups including women.

From April onwards, Iranrepatriated tens of
thousands of Afghan refugees under a programjointly
implemented with the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees(UNHCR). However, aid workers monitoring
the repatriation process said many refugees cited
pressure from the Iran government as their reason for
returning to Afghanistan. In December, Médecinssans
Frontiéreswithdrew from the repatriation program on
the grounds that the safety and well-being of Afghan
refugees who were returned could not be guaranteed.

Women
Despite statements by some Taleban officials that the
ban on women's right to education, employment and
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freedom of movement would bellifted, these
restrictions remained in force. The ban on women's
right to employment wasreinforced when thousands of
female employees and teachers, whohad already been
stopped from working under Taleban edicts and whose
salaries had been stopped, were laid offin April. In July,
the Taleban stopped Afghan women, includingthose
employed at bakeries in Kabul, from working for
foreign aid groups, accusing the UN and non-
governmental organizations of undermining the banon
women's employment. They withdrew thebanon
employment of women in bakeries in August following
pressure from UN agencies and the prospect of mass
protests in Kabul

3 Mary MacMakin, an aid worker from the USA and
director of the non-governmental organization
Physiotherapy and Rehabilitation Support for
Afghanistan, was arrested with seven Afghan women
colleagues on g July in an attempt by the Taleban to
impose the ban on women's employment. The women
were released after several days following
international expressions of concern about their
situation.

The banon women's freedom of movement
continued to be enforced
3 On19October, a Taleban-controlled radio station
inMazar-eSharif, reported: "Thanksto aninspection
carried out by senior officials from the Department for
the Promotion of Virtueand Prevention of Vice in
[northernl Balkh Province, 12 taxis which were
transporting women without male relatives have been
identified and the taxis confiscated for three days in
accordance with the promotion of virtue and
prevention of vice. Therefore, all taxi drivers are
warned to seriously |sid avoid taking and transporting
women without male relatives.”

Youngwomen living in areas captured by the
Talebanin the north of the country were reportedly
abducted by guards and taken against their will as
“wives” for Taleban commanders. Family members
were not informed of the whereabouts of these
women. In some cases, the women sent smuggled
messages to their relatives telling them where they
were being held

Thousands of people were believed to be held without
charge or trial. The majority were reportedly members
of ethnic minority groups held on suspicion of
supporting the anti-Ta/eban alliance.

According to reports, a Taleban official seeking to
investigatereports of torture and ill-treatment of
prisonersnoted in September that hundreds of
prisoners who said that they had been tortured or
ill-treated had been held for prolonged periods by
the /stakhbarat, the Taleban'sintelligence
department, without charge or any legal record of
theirdetention. The Talebanofficial reportedly
resigned from his post after he complained to the
Taleban authorities about the conditions of
detention of these prisoners. No action was taken to
improve conditions.
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Unfair trials, cruel punishments and the death
penalty

Taleban Shari'a courts, whose procedures fall short of
international fair trial standards, continued to impose
cruel, inhuman or degrading punishments. At least 15
people were executed in public during 2000. At least
one woman was stoned to death. There were at least
five amputations, and over a dozen floggings.

Abuses by other groups

Abuses by forces opposed to the Talebancontinued to
be reported.

3 On 6 December, the Afghan anti-Talebanalliance,
the United Front, executed six people in the
opposition-held stronghold of Panjshir. They had been
convicted, after an apparently unfair trial, of killing a
senior opposition commander from eastern L.aghman
province.

ALBANIA

REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

Head of state: Rexhep Meidani

Head of government: llir Meta

Capital: Tirana

Population: 31 million

Official languages:Albaman

Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crimes only
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Protocol No. 6 to
the European Convention on Human Rights concerning
the aboltion ofthe death penalty

Scores of people were ill-treated and tortured by
police. Some were severely injured. Victims of police
ilk-treatmentincluded both criminal suspectsand
opposition supporters. Several journalists were
detained and beaten by police. More than 1,000
opposition supporters were arrested and detained in
November and December in connection with
sometimes violent protestdemonstrations. Most
were released within 24 hours, but between 10 and
20 were detained in custody for several weeks under
investigation, and afewwerestill under house arrest
at the end of 2000. Some were possible prisoners of
conscience.

Background

The SocialistParty (SP) government, elected to power
in 1997 following a widespread breakdown in law and
order, had not fully established law and order in all
partsof the country. Organized crime gangs, linked to
smuggling and trafficking in drugs, would-be
immigrants to Western Europe and women, continued
tobe powerful. InOctober municipal elections took
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place which were won by the SP. The Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) monitored
the elections and concluded that despite irregularities
and some incidents of intimidation they were
generally valid Opposition parties, in particular the
Democratic Party (DP), the former ruling party and
main opposition party, complained that the elections
wererigged. FromNovember the DP held daily
protests, andtherewere anumberofincidentsin
which demonstrators attacked government buildings
and police. More than ,0000ppositionsupporters
were arrested, and political tensions increased. At the
endof November a DP demonstration in the northern
town of Bajram Curri ended in clashes between police
and armed men, in which one man died and others
were wounded.

Mostincidents of torture andill-treatment took place
inpolice stations following arrest.

3 InSeptember police inElbasanarrestedNaim
Pulakuon suspicion of stealingcar tyres and beat him
sobrutally thathehad tobe admitted to hospital for
surgery to his damaged sexual organs. The press
reported at least eight such incidents of torture and ill-
treatment by police in Elbasan, and lawyersand human
rightsactivists protested about these and other similar
cases whichhadtakenplacein thesame towniniggg,
several of which were alleged to haveresulted in the
victim's death Five incidents of alleged ill-treatment by
police were under investigation in Tirana because
prosecutors in Elbasan were reportedly intimidated by
police and reluctant to investigate such cases.

<3 In November police in Vlora arrested Ferit Cepi,
who suffersfrom hearingand speechdefects,
suspecting (wrongly) that he had stolen some money.
They tortured him so badly that he lost his sight in one
eye.

\ll-treatment of demonstrators

There were anumber of reports that police had ill-
treated DP demonstrators who were detained in
November on suspicion of organizing protest
demonstrations which did not have official
authorization, or of throwing stones or other violent
acts

3 BesnikPapa, who had shouted slogansovera
megaphone, wasarrestedin Tirana and beaten so
severely thathe required hospital treatment for broken
teeth, injuries to his jaw and severe bruising
lll-treatment of minors

Theill-treatment of minors detained by police was
reported to be common.

3 In July apoliceofficerin Sarandabeat and burned
with acigarette a 10-year-old orphan boy, Ergest Shele,
whom he wrongly suspected of stealing abag. The
officer was subsequently dismissed from his post.

&3 Atleast 20 minors detained during demonstrations
inTirana in November were reportedly ill-treated at
policestations. Three of them, when brought to court
on 13 November, claimed that police had ill-treated
them in order toforce them to name the people who
hadallegedly incited them to throw stones
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lll-treatment of journalists
There were several incidents in which opposition
Journalists wereill-treated by police.

3 In June, FlamurHasbegu, acameraman for ATN1, a
private television company controlled by the DP, was
filming in Berat where police had evicted the local DP
branch from disputed premises. Police officers dragged
him into the police station and kicked and punched
him, injuring his right arm.

Impunity

In February Albania's first Ombudsman was appointed
and he was reported to have intervened in some cases
involving police ill-treatment. A number of police
officers alleged to have tortured or ill-treated
detainees were dismissed or suspended from their
duties, but police officerswereveryrarely brought to
justicefor torture or ill-treatment,

3 In July the Court of Appeal in Tirana sentenced
three police officers to two years' suspension from
their duties and a suspended prison sentence of 18
months for ill-treating and injuring Rushit Korteshi, a
Rom, in August 1999. However, several weeks later this
sentence had still notbeen carried out and the officers
continued to persecute him.

Detention of political opponents

Over 1,000 opposition supporterswerearrested in
Novemberduring demonstrationsled by the DP which
claimed the October municipal elections had been
rigged. Most detainees were released within 24 hours,
butbetween 1o and 20 were detained in custody for up
to several weeks under investigation on charges of
damaging public property or of organizing illegal
demonstrations. Afewwerestill under arrest at the end
of 2000. Some were possible prisoners of conscience.
3 Among thosearrested was Edi Paloka, ajournalist
and spokesman for the DP. He wasdetained on 29
November and held for nine days on charges of
organizing and taking partin illegal demonstrations,
and offering violent resistance to police. He was
released pending trial

Death penalty

In December 1999 the Constitutional Court declared
that the death penalty was incompatible with the
Constitution of Albania. In September Albania ratified
Protocol No.6 to the European Convention on Human
Rights concerning the abolition of the death penalty,
but by the end of 2000 the Criminal Code had not been
amended.

Al country reports

« Concerns in Europe, January-June 2000: Albania
(Al Index: EUR 01/003/2000)

« Albania: A disturbing pattern of disregard for basic
human right (Al Index: EUR 11/002/2000)
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ALGERIA

PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICO FALGERIA
Head of state: Abdelaziz Bouteflika

Head of government: Ali Benflis (replaced Ahmed
Benbitour in September)

Capital: Algers

Population: 31.5 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Cnminal Court

More than 2,500 people, including women and
children, were killed by armed groups which define
themselves as “Islamic groups”, and by security
forces and paramilitary militias. Concerns about
impunity increased as members of armed groups
were granted amnesty or exempted from prosecution
without adequate investigations to determine
whether they were responsible for serious human
rights violations. No concrete measures were taken
by the authorities to bring to justice members of the
security forces and paramilitary militias responsible
forhuman rights violations in 2000 or in previous
years, and no independent investigations were
carried out into thousands of killings, massacres,
"disappearances”, abductions and reports of torture
in recent years. The moratorium on executions
declared in 1994 remained in place.

Background

A commission for judicial reforms presented its report
tothe President in June; the report had not been made
public by the end of 2000.

In August the authorities announced certain steps
that would be taken at the level of the Ministries of
Justice, the Interior and Defenceto reinforce judicial
supervisionover law enforcement officers. Among these
were compulsory medical examinations of detainees at
the end of the period of pre-arraignment
incommunicado detention, with the detainees’ consent,
and identifying the places where detainees are held by
the various security forcesbefore being brought before
the judicial authorities. However, by the end of the year
the laws governing pre-arraignment detention had not
been amended to allow some of these measures to take
effectand it was not possible to obtain any information
from the authorities about the details and time frame for
the tation of such es. The state of
emergencyimposed intg92zremainedin place.

Amnesty for members of armed groups
InJanuary President Bouteflika issued adecree
granting amnesty to members of certain armed groups,
whose names were to be annexed to the decree.
However, the list of names was not made public. The
authorities did not provide precise figures for the
members of armed groups who benefited from the
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presidential amnesty or who surrendered under the
1999 Concorde Civile,1.aw on Civil Harmony. According
togovernmentsources, abouts,500 members of armed
groupssurrenderedbetween July 1999and 13 January
2000. Of these, just over 1,000 were members of two
groups—the Armeeislamiquedu salut(AlS), Islamic
Salvation Army, and the Ligue islamique pour la da'wa
et ledjihad, Islamic League for Preaching and Holy War
—who benefited from the presidential amnesty. Some
4,500 others, who surrendered under the terms of the
Law on Civil Harmony, were members of the Groupe
islamiquearmé (GIA), Armed Islamic Group, the
Groupe salafiste pour la prédication etle combat
(GSPC), Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat, and
other less wellknown groups.

Under the Law on Civil Harmony, members of armed
groups who surrendered within six months of 13 July
1999andwhohadnotkilled, raped, caused permanent
disability or placed bombs in public places wereimmune
from prosecution; those whohad committed such
crimes would receivereduced sentences. Those who
surrendered after the expiry of the Law in January could
no longer benefit from reduced sentences or immunity
from prosecution. However, afterthe expiry of the Law
some government authorities, including the President,
indicated that those who surrendered voluntarily would
still benefit from some unspecified clemency measures.
Therewereconsistentreports indicating thatmembers
of armed groups whosurrenderedafter January were
also immediately released and exempted from
prosecution without adequate inquiries.

Administration of justice and impunity
The government provided no information about
investigations which the authorities claimed had been
carried out into the massive human rights violations and
abuses of previousyearsor into cases which occurred
during the year. No concrete measures were known to
have been taken to bring to justice those responsible
Impunity, which continued to be widely enjoyed by
thesecurity forces and paramilitary militias, was
extended to members of armed groups responsible for
killings, torture and other human rights abuses. The
authorities provided no detailed information about the
application of provisions of the Law on Civil Harmony
The speed with which certificates of exemption from
prosecutionweregranted, in some cases withindays,
to those who surrendered after months or years with
armed groups, indicated that thorough investigations
could not have been carried out to establish what
crimes they might have committed, Some of those who
were granted certificates were subsequently arrested
and charged with offences of which they had just been
cleared. Families of victims of human rights abuses by
armed groups alleged that those responsible for killings
and abductions were either amnestied or exempted
from prosecution without the complaints of victims'
familiesbeinginvestigated.

Killings
Thelevel of killings, whichdecreased significantly in
1999, did notdiminish further and, indeed, rose again at
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the end of 2000. More than 2500 people were killed in
individual attacks, massacres, bombexplosions,

Reports of torture by armed groups which define

ambushes and armed confrontations between the
security forces and armed groups. Hundreds were
civilans killed by armed groups in individual attacks,
massacres and indiscriminate bomb explosions. Often
groupsofup to 25 civilians, including women and
children and entire families, werekilled in their homes
or atfalse checkpoints set up in rural areas by armed
groups. Most killings and attacks took place outside the
man cities and the perpetrators were routinely able to
escape undisturbed, even though some attacks were
committed near army and securtty force checkpoints or
outposts. Hundreds of members of the security forces,
paramilitary militias and armed groups werekilled in
ambushes and armed confrontations. However, as a
result of official restrictions on such information it was
often impossible to obtain precise details about the
identity of the victims or the exact circumstances of
their deaths.

Secretdetention

Cases of secret and unacknowledged detention
continued to be reported. The government and judicial
authorities systematically denied all knowledge of the
detainees until afterthey were brought to court or
released

3 Malik Medjnoun and Samir Hamdi-Pacha, arrested
n September and December 1999 respectively, were
held in secret detention until the beginning of May
They remained in detention awating trial at the end of
2000 accused of having links with armed groups

3 Hilal Gouasmia, arrested in September in
Constantine, was released after nine weeks in secret
detention.

Therewere continuingreports that the security forces
tortured and ill-treated criminal suspectsand people
arrested on suspicion of having links or contact with
armedgroups

3 Redouane Dahmani, a 15-year-old secondary-
school student, was arrested in Dellys in June. He
alleged that he was taken to anearby police station
where he was shown another detainee being tortured
and told he would face the same ordeal if he refused to
talk. He claimed that when he said he had no
informationtoprovide, he was takento a cell,
undressed, laid onabenchand beaten on hisfaceand
body untl he started vomiting blood; bound hand and
foot, soaked inwaterandgtvenelectric shocks on his
toes and genitals; forced toswallow large quantities of
dirty water through a cloth placed in his mouth; and
thatburning cigarette ash was thrown into his eyes and
acigarette wasextinguished on his face. Even though
his face bore visible traces of torture when he appeared
before an examining magistrate eight days after his
arrest, no investigation was ordered.

No investigation was known to have been carried out
intoother allegations of torture and ill-treatment by
the security forces which occurred during the year or in
previousyears.
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lves as "Islamic groups” continued to be
received. Women who were abducted by armed groups
from their homes, mostly in rural areas, were
reportedly raped and subjected to other forms of
torture before being killed.

‘Disappearances’

Cases of "disappearance”, which had lessened
considerably in 1999, did not decrease further; several
cases werereported in 2000. The authorities were as
unwilling to investigate these new cases as they were to
clarify thousands of "disappearances” reported in
previousyears.

&3 In April El Hadj M'lik, a 73-year-old father of eight,
"disappeared"”after being arrested at his home in the
centre of Algiers in broad daylight and infront of his
family and neighbours. Officers from the gendarmerie
visited his home the day before his arrest and again two
days after his arrest, seeking information about two of
his sons, one living abroad and another thought to be
with an armed group.

3 Habib Hamidi and Ahmed Ouadni were arrested at
their homes in Reghaia and in Algiers in Apriland
August, respectively, and remained "disappeared” at
theend of the year

No concrete action was known to have been taken by
the authorities to clarify the fate of some 4,000 men
and womenwho had "disappeared” after arrest since
1993, despite thepledges made by President Bouteflika
during and immediately after the 1999 presidential
election campaign and by other government officials
since 1998.

In May the Ministry of Justicestated that of the 3,019
complaints of "disappearance” received, 1,146 had been
“clarified”, but only provided a list of seven named
people. A list of the cases which the authorities claimed
to have clarified, with sufficient information to allow
identification, was requested but no such information
was received during 2000

Freedom of expression and association

Human rights groups which criticized or opposed
government policies on human rights issues faced
restrictions. Some were refused legal registration by
national or local authorities and others, which were
already legally registered, were denied authortzation to
hold meetings and public events, Demonstrations by
associations of families of the "disappeared” and of
victims of armed groups, and by trade unionists and
students were sometimes broken up by the security
forces who beat demonstrators; several demonstrators
were arrested. At least two political parties which
applied for legal registration were refused, in violation
of national law.

International human rights and intergovern-
mental organizations

The UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearancesaskedto visit Algeria, but was not
granted access to the country during 2000. The
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
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continued prison visits, resumed in 1999. The
authorities allowed Al and other international non-
governmental organizations to visit Algeria after having
denied them access to the country for up to (our years

Al country report and visits
Report
« Algeria: Truth and justice obscured by the shadow of
impunity (Al index: MDE 28/011/2000)
Visits
Al delegations visited Algeria in May and November and
on both occasions met with government and other
officials, victims of human rights abuses and their
families, human rights defenders, and other members of
civil society. In October Al received a response from the
authonties to a memorandum sent to them 1n August
detailing the organization'sconcerns. in the
communication, the authonties expressed their wish for
further cooperation with Al, but provided no responses to
any of Al's specific questions and requests for
information, despite promises made to Al delegates
during the May visit. No such responses matenalized later
in the year.

ANGOLA

REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA

Head of state and government: José Eduardo dos
Santos

Capital: Luanda

Population: 12.8 million

Death penalty: abolitionistforall crimes

Government forces and troops of the Unido Nacional
para a Independéncia Total de Angola (UNITA),
National Union for the Total Independence of
Angola, were responsible for largescale human
rights violationsincluding killings of civilians. The
government continued to restrict freedom of
expression. Journalists were convicted of defamation
and given suspended prison sentences aftertrials
that did not conform to international standards.
Therewere proposals to revise the Press Law and
impose further restrictions on freedom of expression.
UNITA wasresponsible formutilating and abducting
hundreds of civilians including children and women.
Thousands of people were displaced by the armed
conflictandincreased insecurity. Three people were
taken hostage by an armed opposition group in
Cabinda.

Background
War continued torage throughout the country. UNITA
engaged in guerrilla warfare after government forces
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expélled it from its last strongholds. In December 1999,
the Namibiangovernmentauthorized the use of its
territory by the Angolan Armed Forces (FAA) to launch
anoffensiveagainst UNITA insouthern Angola. UNITA
forceswereroutedin January after several weeks of
fiercefighting, whichoften spilled into Namibia The
FAA launched another offensive against UNITA in
September in the eastern province of Moxico and
captured UNITA's last bastion of Cazombo. By the end
of the year the governmentreportedly controlled go
per cent of the country. Hundreds of UNITA soldiers,
including high-ranking military officers and civilian
officials, defected to the government

Security deteriorated throughout the country,
particularly along the Namibian and Zambian borders,
in Bie and Huambo provinces in the centre, and Uige in
the north, which were subjected to intense UNITA
guerrillaattacks. Thousands fled the fightingand took
refuge n Namibia and Zambia. By the end of the year
the internally displaced population was estimated at
about four million. Nearly 1.5 million people depended
on humanitarian assistance for their survival. However,
humanitarian aid agencies were unable to gain access
to large numbers of people in need.

Civil society groups continued to make appeals to the
warring parties to end the fighting. The Catholic
Bishops of Angola and Sao Tomée Principe issued a
pastoral letter in March calling for an immediate end to
the war andrespect for human rights. The Inter-Church
Commuttee for Peace in Angola, set up by the Catholic
Churchin April, channelled the peaceeffortsof other
churches and cwvil societygroups and individuals. In
June itorganized apeace conference which endorsed
the calls for dialogue between the warring parties.
UNITA said that it would accept mediation by the
Churchandsetup preconditions for negotiations which
wererejected by the government. In turn, the
government called on UNITA togive up fightingand, on
the 25th anniversary of independence in November, it
promulgated an amnesty law for crimes commutted in
the context of the war as well as for somecommon
criminal offences.

The UN Office in Angola (UNOA) maintained a
reducedpresence in the country. Its mandate, which
wasrestricted to humanitarian assistance and
strengthening Angolan institutions in the area of
humanrights, wasextendedfor six-month periods in
Apriland October. In addition, the UN maintained the
sanctions imposed on UNITA in previous years. In
March, the UN's Security Council Sanctions Committee
on Angola reported on sanctions-busting by several
African governments and individuals, and threatened
to take unspecified action against them. A second
report, published in October, questioned the
effectiveness of the sanctions and stated that UNITA
continued to sell diamonds to buy weapons

Freedom of expression and assembly
AlthoughLuanda saw greater tolerance of freedom of
expressionand assembly in 2000, peaceful
demonstrators were beaten and arrested. In parts of
the countryless open to international scrutiny,
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restrictionswere much more severe. A draft revised
press law was put forward in July which provided for
harsher sentences for defamation and increased to 30
days the period for which journalists could be detained
without charge. The draft law was widely opposed.

3 In February police in Luandadispersed two
peaceful demonstrations organized by the Partido de
Apoio Democratico e Progresso de Angola(PADPA),
Angolan Party for Democratic Support and Progress, in
protest at massive increases in fuel prices. The
authorities claimed that the demonstrations were not
authorized, although Angolan law does not require
prior authorization for demonstrations. PADPA leaders
Carlos Alberto de Andrade Leitao and Luis Silva
Cardosowere among those beater and briefly
detained. Following the second demonstration the
commander of the Luanda police issued a statement
regretting thearrests, ordering the release of the
detainees and announcing that an investigation would
becarried out. By the end of the year no investigation
was known to have been carried out. Subsequent
demonstrations passed off peacefully.

Journalists

Journalists critical of the government continued to be
prevented from carrying out their work and from
leaving the country. Some were assaulted and others
were threatened

&3 Critovao Lwemba, was beaten by two police
officers in Cabinda in May. He was stopped by two
officers who started beating him when he showed them
documentation which identified him as a journalist for
the Luanda Catholic Churchstation Radio Ecclesia
Critovao Lwemba reported the incident to the police
but no action was taken.

Trials

Atleast 10 journalists charged in 1999 with defamation
and revealing state secrets were tried. Two were
acquitted. The others were given suspended prison
sentences of up to one year and made to pay large
fines. Their trials fell short of international standards
for fair trial. Three had their convictions upheld on
appeal, although their sentences were slightly reduced
©3 André Mussamo was arrested in N'Dalatando,
Kwanza Norteprovince, in December 1999 after the
police found an unpublished article in his office which
they alleged contained classified information. He was
tried in June and acquitted for lack of evidence.
However, his co-defendant, Agostinho Mateus, a
former provincial government press secretary, was
convicted of giving André Mussamo access to the
information andsentenced to one year in prison. He
lodged an appeal with the Supreme Court but this had
not been heard by theend of the year.

Update

Rafael Marques, Aguiar dos Santos and Antonio José
Freitasweretried in March on chargesof defaming the
President of the Republic. Rafael Marques was
sentenced to six months’ imprisonment and a heavy
fine. Aguiar dos Santos was sentenced to two months in
prison and a fine. Antonio José Freitas was acquitted.
Therr trial was unfair; it was held behind closed doors
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and the accused were not allowed to present evidence
In October, the convictions and sentences of Rafael
Marques and Aguiar dos Santos were upheld on appeal,
but their fineswerereduced Theirsentenceswere
suspendedforfiveand threeyearsrespectively

lli-treatment

Some steps were taken to protect the human rights of
detainees and prisoners. in addition tothe placing of
prosecutors in police stations, the Bar Association
arrangedfor interns to be present in police stations to
assist detainees in the early stages of their detention, to
verify the legality of detention and interrogation, and
to assist in cases of prolonged pre-trial detention
However, police and military officers continued to
abuse their power with impunity. No stepsappearedto
havebeentaken to bringtojusticepoliceand military
officers responsible for human rights violations.

3 In July police officers posted outside the national
radio station beatand arrested threewomen who were
on their way to a funeral. The officers alleged that the
women had walked into an area not authorized for
civilians. No investigation was carried out into this
incident

Violations of humanitarian law

Both government forces and UNITA were responsible
for abuses including mutilations and killings of
avilians. Itremained difficult to confirm many of the
incidents and theidentity of the perpetrators.
However, UNITA was responsible for the majority of the
attacks and ambushes, as well as for laying landmines
which killed hundreds of civilians and maimed many
more,particularlywomen and children. Government
officials, traditional authorities and members of
religious groupswere targeted. There were numerous
reports that UNITA hacked and burned to death
hundreds of people during raids on villages.

&3 Eyewitnesses stated that in February UNITA hacked
to death more than 20 people and then buried their
bodies duringa raid on the town of Santa Clara, Cunene
province. The victims were elderly people and children
who were unable to flee.

3 In March UNITA members mutilated and severed
the ears, arms and legs of 12independent miners in
Tchinguvo, Lunda Norte province, and killed 40 others

UNITA abducted hundreds of civilians, including
children, and forcibly recruited them into its forces as
carriers or fighters.

Government forces were also responsible for the
indiscriminate killings and extrajudicial executions of
civilians and UNITA suspects
3 InFebruaryFAA soldiers reportedly killed 7
civilians they accused of collaborating with UNITA, near
Kimbele, Uige province.

Update

In May UNITA released five Russian pilots whohad been
captured in 1999 when their airplane was shot down.
The pilots reported that they had been deprived of food
and water for long periods and that one of their
colleagues was gunned down by a UNITA soldier

3
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Cabinda
Thearmed conflict continued between the government
and two armed factions of the Frente paraa Libertagdo
do Enclave de Cabinda (FLEC), Front for the Liberation
of the Cabinda Enclave. Government soldiers carried
out military activities against civilians, oftenin
retaliation for FLEC military actions. They also arrested
and beat people suspected of supporting FLEC.
In November, 60-year-old Silvana Domingos; her
husband, Januario Bingu; their son, José Pascoal Bingu;
and Joao Baptista Cebola, a neighbour, were beaten by
several members of the Rapid Intervention Police,
apparently because a member of the family was
married to a FLEC soldier. José Pascoal Bingu was
arrested after being beaten and taken to the Rapid
Intervention Police headquarters in Cabinda city were
he was held incommunicado

InMay, one of the FLEC armed factions, FLEC-
Cabindan Armed Forces, took hostage three Portuguese
employees of a construction firm and refused to release
them unless Portugal recognized the struggle for
independence of the enclave. The hostages had not
been released by the end of the year.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

* Angola and Namibia: Human rights abuses in the
border area (Al Index: AFR 03/001/2000)

* Angola: Freedom of expression on trial (Al Index: AFR
12/008/2000)

Visite

Al delegates visited northern Namibia in January and

February to assess the human nghts situation in the

borderarea.

32

ARGENTINA

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC

Head of stateand government: Fernandode la Ria
Capital: Buenos Arres

Population: 37 million

Official language: Spanish

Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crimes
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention

Reports of killings by police and of illtreatment and
torture of detainees in police stations continued. A
transvestite died, allegedly as a result of torture. Two
“disappearances” were reported. Lawyers working on
humanrrights cases were subjected to death threats
and harassment. Courts abroad continued
investigations into past human rights violations.

Background

Throughout 2000 there werestrikes and
demonstrations againstgovernment economic policies,
unemploymentand lack of social welfare; some were
violent. Scores of demonstrators were detained for
short periods and several were injured in clashes with
the police. In November, Anibal Veron wasshot dead,
allegedly by the police in the province ofSalta, during
the clearing of roadblocks set up by demonstrators ona
national highway near the town of General Mosconi.

T!ere were continued reports of violence !y provincial

police. More than Bo people were reportedly killed by
police in circumstances suggesting excessive or
disproportionate use of force. Therewere reports of
tortureandill-treatment of criminal suspects and
detainees by police officers. Although a number of
police officers were charged, the outcome of the
majority of thecomplaints was unknown.

&3 In June, two university students— Marcelo
Burchinski and José Luis Gherardi—werearrestedin
the streets of Posadas, Misiones Province, by a
provincial police patrol. Theywerereportedly beaten
and taken to the 4th police station where they were
subjected to further beatings, stripped naked and
drenched with buckets of cold water. They were
subsequently released

Vanessa Lorena Ledesma, a transvestite activist,
was arrested in a bar inCordobain February. She was
held in the police station Precinto :8where she was
segregated from the other detainees, apparently
becauseshe was HIV-positive. Five days later she was
dead. A policereportrecorded that she had died as a
resultof a“cardiacarrest”. However, an autopsy
reportedly indicated that her body showedstrong
evidence of torture. An investigation initiated by the
Control CourtNo. 3 was subsequently closed. The
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president of the Asociacion Travestis Unidas de
Cordoba, United Transvestites Association of Cordoba,
wasthreatened and harassedby police after pressing
for aninvestigation into the death.

Prison conditions

Therewere credible reports of harsh prison conditions,
overcrowding and ili-treatment of detainees by prison
guards. There was a spate of riots in protest at
conditions.

3 Followinga violent riot in March by prisoners at
the Mendoza Provincial jail prisoners weresubjectedto
beatings, intimidation and restrictions on their use of
lavatories. Lawyers were not allowed to see the
prisoners forfour days. A diabetic prisoner, Raul
EduardoCoboEspinosa, died, allegedly asaresultof a
lack of medical attention. The authorities announced
improvements 1n conditions and investigations into
complaints.

‘Disappearances’

3 Jose Segundo Zambrano and Pablo Marcelo
Rodriguez”disappeared” in March inMendoza city,
Mendoza Province, after oneof them had allegedly
arranged to meet a member of the Mendoza
Investigations police. According to the habeas corpus
writ filed by the lawyers acting for the men's families,
José Zambrano had been subjected to death threatsby
amember of the local police. The bodies of the two men
were found in July. An investigation was initiated into
this case. Carlos Varela and DiegoLavado, human rights
lawyersrepresenting the "disappeared” men's
relatives, faced a campaign of intimidation and
harassment

Past human rights violations

Judicial proceedings and investigations in Italy, Spain
and Germany continued during the year in relation to
human rights violations committed under the military
government (1976-1983). Requests for extradition were
submitted ina number of countries against former
members of the Argentine armed forces. In Argentina,
human rights violations committed under the military
government are covered by the Full Stop and Due
Obedience laws.

Italy

In September, Jorge Olivera, a former member of the
Argentine armed forces was released and allowed to
return to Argentina after the Rome Appeal Court
applied the statute of limitations to the crimes of which
he wasaccused, He had been detained in Italy in
August, after an international arrestwarrantwas filed
by France, for theabductionand torture of French

Mexico
In August, Ricardo Miguel Cavallo, a former Argentine
Navy officer was arrested in Cancun. A Spanish judge
subsequently requested his extradition to Spain in
connection withaccusations of torture in the context of
investigations initiated in 1996 by the Spanish National
Court into human rights violations committed by the
military governmentin Argentina. A French judge also
filed an official request tointerrogate Ricardo Miguel
Cavallo in connection with human rights violations
committedagainstisFrenchcitizens including the
“"disappearance” in 1977 of two French nuns

Argentina

In October, a courtin Buenos Airesrequested the
extradition of Augusto Pinochet and six former
members of the Chilean secret police for their alleged
involvement in the killing in Buenos Aires in 1974 of the
former head of the Chilean army, Carlos Prats, and his
wife. In November in the same case the court found
Enrique Arancibia Clavel, a former member of the
Chilean secret police, guilty of double homicide and
sentenced him to life imprisonment.

La Tablada case

Members of the Movimiento Todosporia Patria(MTP),
All for the Fatherland Movement, serving sentences
ranging from 20 yearsto life imprisonment imposed in
previous years, staged two hunger strikes in May and
September to protest at the failure of the Argentine
government to comply with the recommendations
made in 1997 by the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights, regarding the prisoners' right of appeal.
Theprisoners, including prisoner of conscience Fray
Antonio Puigjane, were tried under the Defence of
Democracy Law, which denies the right of appeal.
Although twodraft bills were submitted to Congress to
modify the Law, by the end of the year neither bill had
been debated in parliament. In December, the
prisonersended the hunger strikeafterthe life
sentences of 1 prisoners werereduced by presidential
decree.

Intergovernmental organizations

In October the UN Human Rights Committee examined
Argentina’s third periodic report onits implementation
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. Inits concluding observations the Committee
recommended thatmeasuresbetaken to ensure that
military personnel involved in past human rights
violations "are removed from militaryorpublic service”
It included its concern at allegations of widespread
practice of torture and ill-treatment by police, and
requested information on remedies available to

citizen Marie Anne Erize Tisseau who "di ed”in

compl the outcome of such complaintsand the

1976.n the Argentine province of San Juan.

In December an Italian court sentenced seven
former Argentine military officers to prison terms
ranging from 24 years to life. The trial in absentia,
Initiated in Rome, related to the abduction and murder
of seven Italian citizens and the kidnapping of the child
of one of themin Argentina under the military
government
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sanctions imposed as well as the specific responsibilities
of federal and provincial authorities

Al country reports and visit

Public statements

* Argentina: Bnnging the law nto line with
international obligations — a challenge forthe
legislators (Al Index: AMR 13/012/2000)
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* Argentina: Transvestite dies in detention (Al Index:
AMR13/004/2000)

« Argentina: Cases of “disappeared” facing judicial
closure n Germany (AMR 13/003/2000)

Visit

In December an Al delegate observed the trial of a

provincial judge accused of malpractice in cases of

human rights violations in Mendoza

ARMENIA

REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

Head of state: Robert Kocharian

Head of government: Andranik Makarian (replaced
Aram Sarkisian in May)

Capital: Yerevan

Population: 3.5 million

Official language: Armenian

Death penalty: retentionist

Reports of torture and ill-treatment continued, amid
allegations thatthe authorities were of ten reluctant
toinvestigate them thoroughly and impartially.
Among those who complained of torture were a
number of political prisoners who also reported other
violations of their right to a fair trial. The authorities
continued to imprison conscientious objectors to
military service. Atleast two death sentences were
passed during 2000, and around 30 men were under
sentence of death atthe end of theyear, although
the moratorium on executions continued.

Background

The political situation remained volatile, in the wake of
the October 1999 assassinations of the Prime Minister
and theSpeaker of Parliament. In May President
Kocharian dismissed the prime minister, appointing
Andranik Makarian in his place, and made other
ministerial changes. InOctober the Constitutional
Courtreinstated the parliamentary speaker, following
disputesover aparliamentary voteon his resignation
the previous month

Reports of torture and ill-treatment in custody
continued, together with complaints about brutal
treatment, known as "hazing”, of army conscripts. Asin
previous years, there were persistentallegations that
law enforcement officials subjected people to torture
and ill-treatment in order to obtain confessions and
coerce testimony, and that in some cases the
authorities appearedreluctant toconductpromptand
comprehensive investigations, or to initiate
proceedingsagainstthosealleged to be responsible.
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&3 Among those alleging torture were several men
detdined in connection with an armed attack 1n the
Armenian parliament in October 1999, which left eight
men dead. Journalist Nairi Badalian, for example,
reported that he had beensubjected tosustained
torture and ill-treatment at the hands of law
enforcementofficialsin the Nurabashen investigation-
isolation prison in Yerevan. He said he had been made
to stand outside in freezing temperatures in the winter
without warm clothing: doused withwater; chained toa
metal chair while some 10 people beat him, knocking
out some of his teeth; and made to stand against a wall
for extended periods of time without sleep. He also
reportedthatofficials had threatened to rape his wife
and sister. He was eventually released on 3 June, and all
charges against him were dropped.

©3 Nairi Unanian, the alleged leader of the attack, also
stated that he had been tortured. In May he withdrew
his testimony, including that which implicated some of
the other accused, on the grounds that it had been
extractedunder duress. Charges against him included
some which carry a maximum sentence of death.

UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
In)anuary the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
reviewed Armenia'sinitialreporton thestepsthe
authoritieshadtakentoimplementthe UN Children's
Convention, towhichArmeniabecamea party in 1993
Among the Committee’s main concerns was Armenia’s
failure to acknowledge and address domestic violence
The Committee expressed its concern at the ill-treatment
of children, including sexual abuse, within the family as
well as in schools and institutions. The Committee was
further concernedat the limitedaccess to complaints
mechanisms and the insufficient rehabilitation measures
for children in such situations. It recommended that
Armenia ensure that all forms of physical and mental
violenceare prohibited, including corporal punishment
and sexual abuse against children in the family, schools
and care institutions, and that mechanisms be
established to receivecomplaints, as well as to monitor,
investigate and prosecute instances of ill-treatment.

UN Committee againstTorture

In November the Committee reviewed Armenia’s
secondperiodicreportunder the UN Convention
against Torture. Al had submitted its ownreport to the
Committee, detailing itsconcerns. The Committee’s
recommendations included: detainees should be
guaranteed immediate access to their lawyer, family
members and a doctor of their choice; Armenia should
establish an effective and genuinely independent
system of inspection of all places of detention; and
offrcials should carry out prompt, independent
investigations into allegations of hazing in the army
(and institute proceedings when such allegations are
upheld). The Committee welcomed the stated
willingness of Armenia to establish an ombudsperson,
and the moratorium on the death penalty. However, the
Committee noted that the uncertain situation of those
currently on death row pending abolition appeared to
amount to cruel and inhuman treatment.
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Membership of the Council of Europe
Armenia’s application to join the Council of Europe was
reviewed in June. Membership was recommended
provided Armenua fulfilled a number of commitments.
Theseincluded ratifying the EuropeanConventionon
Human Rightsand the European Convention for the
Preventionof Tortureand Inhumanor Degrading
Treatment or Punishment within a year of accession;
adopting the draft Criminal Code within a year of
accession, thus abolishing the death penalty and
decriminalizing consensual homosexual relations
between adult males; and adopting, within three years
of accession, a law on an alternative tocompulsory
military service in comphance with European
standards. In the meantime, Armenia pledged to
pardon all imprisoned conscientious objectors. A
formal invitation of membership was 1ssued in
November, with Armenia expected to join early in 2001

Prisoners of conscience

There was no sign during 2000 of Armenia acting in the
spirit of its Council of Europe commitments with regard
to conscientious objectors to compulsory military
service. At least 16 young men were reportedly
sentenced to prison terms for refusing to perform
military service on religious grounds. They included
oneman sent toserveasecond prison termon these
grounds, and at least 12sentencedafter the
recommendations on Council of Europe membership
had beenissued in June.

3 Vitaly Usupov, a Jehovah's Witness, refused his
call-up papers onreligiousgrounds but was forcibly
conscripted into a military unit. He continued to refuse
to perform military service, and as a result was
reportedly beaten by military personnel in the unit. He
was sentenced by a court in Vanadzor on 17 March to
four-and-a-half years’ imprisonment, for "evading
military service” under Article 257a of the Armenian
Criminal Code. It was further alleged that Vitaly
Usupov, an ethnic Kurd, was not provided with an
interpreter during his trial asspecified under
Armenian law.

Thedeath penalty

By the end of 2000 the draft new criminal code, under
which the death penalty would bereplacedby a
maximum sentence of life imprisonment, had still not
finally passed into law, although it had had its first
parliamentary reading in April 1997. At least two death
sentences were passed during the year. Armen Ter-
Sahakian and Alik Grigorian were sentenced to death in
Junebya courtin Yerevan. They were convicted of
involvement in murdering a number of people regarded
asopponents of those in power at the time. There were
no executions.

Al country report

« Armenia:Torture and ill-treatment — Comments on the
forthcoming review by the United Nations Committee
againstTorture (Al Index: EUR 54/002/2000)
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AUS

AUSTRALIA

AUSTRALIA

Head of state: Queen Elizabeth II, represented by
William Deane

Head of government: John Howard

Capital: Canberra

Population: 18.5 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: abolitionist forall cnmes

The government's rejection of international human
rights scrutiny and policies on asylum-seekers were
major human rights issues. The arbitrary detention of
atleast 3,000 refugee applicants and “boat people”
triggered riots, mass breakouts and complaints of ill-
treatment by guards. The government announced
legislation to ratify the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court.

Background

Human rights advocates called fora Bill of Rights to
safeguard therightsprovided in international human
rightstreaties to which Australia s party. Their
concerns were echoed by the UN Human Rights
Committee (HRC), which monitors implementation of
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR), and by the UN Committee onEconomic, Social
and Cultural Rights. They found that treaty rights have
no legal status in Australia and cannot be invoked in
domestic courts, leaving gaps in Australia’shuman
rights systemand impeding the recognition and
applicability of treaty provisions.

In May, the Prime Minister failed to participate in
public events to recognize past human rights violations
againstindigenouspeoplesandindicated his
opposition to proposals forreconciliation andracial
tolerance developedover io years by the government-
funded Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation

Refugees and asylum-seekers

The Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs
sought revisions of internationalrefugee standards to
deter irregular movements of asylum-seekers. More
than 2,940 "boat people”, includingsoo children, were
automatically detained under the Migration Act, which
prohibited courts from ordering their release.
Hundreds were held in tents and other improvised
detention facilities in remote areas. The national
Human Rightsand Equal Opportunity Commission
investigated allegations that guardsill-treated
immigrant detainees and neglected medical care. In
September the UN Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention had to cancel plans to investigate the
immigration detention regime, after the government
failedtoallow it tovisit.

3 In May, thefamily of a three-year-old Chineseboy,
detainedall his lifeat Port Hedland detention centre,
was released following a High Court decision that he
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should not be denied protection frompersecutionin
Chinabecause his parents were unsuccessful refugee
applicants
&3 Injanuary, a 32-year-old Algerian asylum-seeker
was deporteddespite a written request by the UN
Committeeagainst Torture not toremove him from
Australia, so that the Committee could consider his
case. Thegovernment argued 1t had "no obligation” to
acton such requests
International obligations
ASenatecommittee report in June addressed the
government's failure to grant protection to
unsuccessful asylum applicants in accordance with
Australia’s obligations under the UN Convention
against Torture, the ICCPR and the UN Children’s
Convention. The report criticized continuing
procedural flaws that had led to thedeportationin 1999
of aChinese womanmore than eight months pregnant
whounderwentan abortion on arrival in China. It
recommended that certain government officials should
not be members of the tribunal which decides on
unsuccessful refugee applications

Three UN treaty bodies published observations on
Australia’s obligations towards asylum-seekers. The
Commuittee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimination
(CERD) recommended the “faithful” implementation of
international refugee law. The HRC recommended
policy changes on mandatory detention under the
Migration Act. The Committee against Torture found
"an apparent lack of appropriate review mechanisms
for ministerial decisions” on people who may face
tortureif deported.

Deaths in custody and imprisonment of
Aborigines

Aborigines continued to die in custody in
disproportionate numbers, sometimes in disputed
circumstances

In January, the controversial death in custody of a i5-
year-old Aboriginal boy tn Darwin heightened public
interest in a Senate inquiryinto mandatory
imprisonment schemes for juveniles. The inquiry found
that the schemes violated the UN Children’s Convention
and recommended the passing of draft federal
legislation overriding such schemes. The Prime
Minister prevented the passing of the draft legislation.
InMarch, the CERD recommended changes to the
schemes which "appear to target of fences that are
committed disproportionately by indigenous
Australians, especially in the case of juveniles™. The
HRC observedin July that such schemes raised a
"serious issue of compliance” with the ICCPR. In
November, the Committee against Torture
recommended measures to prevent such schemes
violating international standards. The Committee also
expressed concerns about reported ill-treatment of
prisoners, including the use of unnecessarily painful
and humiliating restraint instruments.

In June, a Coroner’s inquest in Tasmania found that
prison authorities had failed in their duty of care to
prisoners at risk of suicide, following repeated inquest
recommendations since iggt to improve safety at
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Risdon prison, Hobart. The Tasmania state government
introduced extensive prison reforms, including in
prison healthservices, to halt aspateof prison deaths

Withdrawal from UN scrutiny

Following areview triggered by the CERD observations,
in August the government announced major limitations
onAustralia’s future cooperation with UN human rights
bodies. It decided to agree to UN treaty body visits and
requests for information only in "compelling” cases, to
reportto UN treaty monitoring bodies on a selective
basis and toreject"unwarrantedrequests from treaty
committees to delay removal of unsuccessful asylum-
seekersfromAustralia”

Al action

In September, Al sentanopenletter to Prime Minister
Howard, asking his government to reconsider the above
measures, which Al said constituted an attack on the UN
human rights protection system and set a bad example
internationally. Australia’sselective approach to
reporting to treaty bodies would be in breach of the
binding obligations it undertook whenbecoming party
to human rights treaties, and its reluctance to cooperate
with the UN's special human rights mechanisms created
the impression ithad something to hide. In a written
reply, the Prime Minister’s office failed to respond to
any of the seriousconcerns expressed by Al.

AUSTRIA

REPUBLIC OF AUSTRIA

Head of state: Thomas Klestil

Head of government: Wolfgang Schiissel (replaced
Viktor Klima in February)

Capital: Vienna

Population: 8.2 million

Official language: German

Death penalty: abohtionist for ail cnmes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute
of the International Criminal Court

Therewere continued allegations that police officers
had ill-treated detainees and used excessive force.
People who complained about or witnessed police ill-
treatment risked being threatened with police
counter-harges. One man was shot dead by police in
controversial circumstances. The investigation into the
death in May 1999 of Marcus Omofuma during
deportation was notconcluded. There were concerns
about restraint techniques reportedly used in prisons.
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Background

The traditional coalition between the Social
DemocraticPartyand the Austrian People’s Party
collapsed after elections in October 1999 and a new
government was formed in February which included the
People’s Party and the main party of the far right, the
Austrian Freedom Party

Allegations of police ill-treatment

Allegations that police ill-treated detainees and used
excessive forcecontinued

3 Around 130 police officers raided a building used to
house asylum-seekers in Traiskirchen, Lower Austria,
on the evening of 17 January, searching for drugs
Around 8o restdents were confined to certain areas of
the building, such as theirbedrooms and kitchens
Many reportedly had their hands bound with plastic
ties while they were systematically searched for drugs
Some detainees were reportedly subjected to internal
body searches in front of otherresidentsas well as
policeofficers. Anumber of detainees were allegedly
searched internally by officers using the same pairs of
latex gloves. Police officers allegedly acted towards the
detainees ina disparaging manner, laughingat those
who suffered pain while beingsearched internally, and
using degrading language. The police raid reportedly
lasted for approximately four hours, during which 8o
asylum-seekers were temporarily deprived of their
liberty, butonly ispeoplewereeventually arrested,
reportedly for possessing small amounts of drugs. In
May the Ministry of the Interior stated thatan
investigation had been launched into the allegations of
ill-treatment. On 10 July the Lower Austrian
Independent Administrative Tribunal in St. Pélten
heard the first of a series of testimonies about the
police raid from detainees, who brought complaints
againstthe police. The investigation had not concluded
by the end of the year.

Excessive use of force

The Special Criminal Deployment Group appeared to
have violated the principleof proportionality of force
during another police operation in Vienna in the early
hours of 3 March. Twomasked police offlcers in civilian
clothes, whowerereportedly not identifiable as police
officers, brandishedgunsand dragged twomenout of a
car and onto theground. The two men reportedly
belongedtoa left-wing protest group and had
participated inan anti-government demonstration the
previous evening. The men were later charged only with
the relatively minor offence of resisting state authority.
Police countercomplaints

Complainants and witnesses of alleged police ill-
treatment risked being threatened with criminal
counter-charges suchas resisting state authority or
defamation of the arresting police officers.

3 Two police officersaccusedof ill-treating and
racially abusing a French citizen of African originin
March 1999 at the Schottenring undergroundstation in
Vienna attempted tosueprivately two of thefive
eyewitnesses for defamation of character. An initial
court hearing in late August was adjourned for
technical reasons.
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Death during deportation

The investigation into the death of 25-year-old Marcus
Omofuma, a Nigerian citizen who died 1n May 1999 after
being gagged and bound during his forced deportation
from Vienna to Nigeria, had not come to a close nearly
20 monthsafterthe incident. Thethree policeofficers
whoeffected the deportation faced charges of ill-
treatinga prisoner with death as a consequence. Their
trial wasexpected tostart in 200L.

Dangerous restraint techniques

In April Al learned that inmates in Austria’s largest
penal institution, the Josefstadt prison in Vienna, were
being restrained by being placed in cage-beds, beds
enclosed inat.2m-high metalcage. Reports suggested
that in some instances prisoners had been confined
nside cage-bedsfor upto 48 hours Alexpressed
concern that the use of cage-beds might represent a
cruel, inhuman and degrading method of restraintand
asked to be informed of the regulations governing their
use.

Police shooting

Anunarmed man, referredto in the Austrian news
media as Imre B., was shot dead by a police officer of
the Special Criminal Deployment Group on 1g May in
Vienna. It transpired that the weapon was the police
officer'sownfirearmand not aservicerevolver. Two
suspects under observation in a vehicle were about to
drive away when two police officers approached the
vehiclebrandishing revolvers. As one police officer
reportedly attempted to open the door of the vehicle,
he fired his gun, killing the driver, Imre B. The Special
Criminal Deployment Group was reportedly disbanded
injuly

Unequal ageofconsent

Aman was convicted in Viennaand sentenced toa fine
in July for having sexual relations with his 16-year-old
boyfriend in September 1999. He was 19 years old at the
time of the incident. The age of consent for
heterosexuals and lesbians is set at 14 years of age, but
18forgaymen. Alwelcomedthe decision of the court
not to sentence the man to a term of imprisonment, but
expressed concern that other men may still faceup to
fiveyears’ imprisonment.

Al country report

* Austria before the UN Committee against Torture:
Allegations of police ill-treatment (Al Index: EUR
13/001/2000)
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AZE

AZERBAIJAN

REPUBLICOFAZERBAIJAN

Head of state: Heydar Aliyev

Head of government: Artur Rasizadeh

Capital: Baku

Population: 7.7 million

Official language: Azeri

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the
mnvolvement of children in armed conflict, Optional
Protocol tothe UN Women's Convention

Several people active in the political opposition were
detained for short periods. Reports of torture andill-
treatment in custody continued to be received. In the
disputed Karabakh region, one prisoner of
conscience received a suspended sentence; other
political detainees were reportedly ill-treated; and
two death sentences were commuted.

Background
Opposition political parties continued to report
harassment and intimidation, especially outside the
capital and in the run-up to the November
parhamentary elections. International pressure helped
reverseadecision which would have prevented some
parties from taking part i the elections. The ruling New
Azerbaijan party won the elections which were
described as falling short of international standards. A
joint observer mission by the Organization forSecurity
and Co-operation in Europe and the Council of Europe
reportedthat the elections were ‘marred by numerous
instances of serious irregularities, in particular a
completely flawed counting process. Observers
reported ballot stuffing, manipulated turnout results,
pre-markedballots, and production of either false
protocols or no protocols at all. Additionally, party
proxies frequently suffered inumidation, harassment
and sometimes even arrest whilstcarryingout their
legitimate activities.” Protesters at various
demonstrations around the country following the
electionsalso aired grievances at poor socio-economic
conditions

The Presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan continued
their one-to-one meetings regarding the disputed
region of Karabakh, but no major progress was
reported inattempts to achievea political settlement
In March afailed assassination attempt on the region’s
leader prompted a wave of arrests.

Positive moves

In March the Supreme Court issued instructions to
lower courts specifying, among other things, that the
term "torture” should be understood in accordance
with the definition in the UN Convention against
Torture; reminding courts of their obligations to initiate
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investigations whenever defendants allege torture or
1ll-treatment; reiterating thatevidence obtained in
violationofthe lawis inadmssible; and repeating the
1999 decision of the Constitutional Court that those
detained under administrative procedures are entitled
to alawyer The UNSpecial Rapporteur on torture
visited the country in May at the invitation of the
government. [n June an agreement was finally
concludedallowing access by the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to all places of
detention and all detainees within its mandate.
Continuing allegations

In spite of these positive moves, however, there were
continuing reports of ill-treatment during 2000.

&3 In April there were allegations that police used
excessive force in Baku when dispersing opposition
party supporters trying to hold anunauthorized
demonstration 1n connection with the parliamentary
elections. According to reports a number of journalists
wereassaulted while covering the events, during which
34 policeofficers were officially reported to have been
injured and a number of leading opposition figures
were allegedly ill-treated.

Vajif Hadjibeyli, chairman of the £hrar(Peasants)
Party, wasreportedly severely beaten by police while
being detained. He wasthen taken to thelocal police
station suffering from concussion for which he
allegedly did not receive prompt, appropriate medical
attention. He was not allowed to see his lawyer or
telephone his family and wassentenced to 10 days’
administrative detention for resisting the lawful
demands ofa policeofficer Before the end of this term
he was transferredfrom the Main Police Directorate to
Bailov investigation tsolation prison No. 1, after being
charged with resisting a police officer. He was
subsequently released on bail but no trial had taken
place by the end of the year.

Council of Europe

In June Azerbaijan's application to join the Council of
Europe was reviewed by the Council’s Parliamentary
Assembly, which recommended membership on the
understanding that Azerbaijan would fulfil a number of
commitments within a stated time frame. These
included ratifying the European Convention on Human
Rightsandthe European Convention for the
Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment within a year of accession;
adopting a law on an ombudsperson within a year of
accession; and adopting, within two years of
accession, a law on an alternative to compulsory
military service, in compliance with European
standards. Among other things, Azerbaijan also
undertook to allow unrestricted access to prisoners by
the ICRC; to release or grant a new trial to political
prisoners; and to prosecute members of law
enforcementbodies suspected of human rights
violations, in particular torture. A formal invitation of
membership was issued in November, although
additional conditions were set in connection with the
instances of fraud and irregularities reported during
the November parliamentary elections
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Possible prisoners of conscience

Several people active in the political opposition were
detained for short periods, and were possible prisoners
of conscience

&3 Rauf Arifoglu, editor-in-chief of the opposition
newspaper Yent Musavat, was arrested on 22 August at
his home in Baku after police claimed to have found an
illegally held pistol in the apartment

Events leading to Rauf Arifoglu'sarrestbeganon 18
August, when a man attempted to hijack an aircraft
carrying more than 100 passengers. Before being
overpowered, the hijacker telephoned Rauf Arifoglu
and listed a number of political demands regarding the
parliamentary elections. Rauf Arifoglustated that
immediately after the call he rang the Minister of
National Security and the press services of the Interior
Ministry and the General Procurator’s Office

The following day, two employees of the district
procurator’'sofficeand three police officers arrived at
the Yeni Musavat offices with a search warrant, stating
thatthey were looking fora taperecording of the
telephone conversation with the hijacker. Rauf Arifoglu
was taken to Sabail police department where he gave
oral and written testimony, and the cassette tape was
taken fromhim. He was then released.

Three days later, police arrived at Rauf Arifoglu’s
apartment and started to conduct a search. Rauf
Arifoglu rang journalist colleagues and they gathered
outside his apartment. Police did not allow either the
journalists or Rauf Arifoglu’s lawyer to enter the
apartment while the search was conducted. When the
pistol was found, Rauf Arifoglu shouted down to his
colleagues that it had been planted, and refused to sign
the police protocol of the search. He was arrested on a
chargeof illegally possessing a weapon, and later
charged with other serious offences, including treason,
in connection with the hijack. Rauf Arifoglu was
released on bail on5 October after widespread national
and international pressure. Charges againsthim were
still pending at the end of the year

Decrii

lization of h lity

Consensual homosexual relations between adult males,
previously punishable by up to three years'
imprisonment, were decriminalized when a new
criminal code came into force in September. The new
code sets a general age of consent at 16 and punishes
only forcible sexual acts.

Karabakh

Intheearly hours of 22 March gunmen attempted to
assassinate Arkady Ghukasian, "President” of the
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (electionsin the disputed
region are not regarded as legitimate by the Azerbaijani
authorities).

Samvel Babaian

Theassassination attempt wasimmediately followed
by a wave of arrests centring on the former Defence
Ministerof the region, Samvel Babaian, and his
associates. A number of those detained. including
SamvelBabaian, were said to havebeenseverely ill-
treated in detention Specific details were difficult to
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obtain, however; mostofthosedetainedreportedly
had no access to their families and, in some cases,
inadequate access toa defence lawyer In May, for
example, Sasun Aghajanian’s lawyer reported that they
had met only twice since his client’s arrest some two
months earlier—once in private for a meeting that
lasted around 10 minutes and once during an
interrogation on 27 April, whichwasreportedly
stopped by the lawyer when his client lost
consciousness. There were also allegations that those
detained in connection with the assassination attempt
were denied food parcels fromtheir relatives, and that
some had no opportunity to take daily exercise.

Alurgedthe procurator general in Karabakh to
ensure that all necessary proceduresfora fair trial
wereobservedforall defendants at eachstage of the
criminal proceedings, including the requirement that
public authorities, particularly prosecutors and the
police, not make public statements about the guilt or
innocence of the accused before the outcome of the
trial which could prejudice the presumptionof
innocence.

The trial opened in September, but was adjourned
several times over the question of whether Sasun
Aghajanian was mentally it to stand trial. It had not
concluded by the end of 2000
Vagram Aghajanian
Journalist Vagram Aghajanian was among those
arrested following the March assassination attempt. He
hadbeencritical of the Karabakh authorities and was
regarded as close to opposition figures such as Samvel
Babaian. Vagram Aghajanian was detained on 28 March
after officers searched his home, reportedly without
presenting a warrant. Vagram Aghajaman was
subsequently found guilty of "hampering the
implementation of martial law" by publishing articles
regarded by the authorities as "contributing to internal
tension”, and sentenced to 10 days'administrative
detention.

In April Vagram Aghajanian wassentencedto one
year's imprisonmentforlibel. The criminalcase had
originally been openedin December 1999 followingan
articleinwhich Vagram Aghajanian had criticized what
he regarded as insufficient aid being made available to
those who wishedto resettle insome areas of
Karabakh The article quoted several people who
claimed that the Prime Minister told them there wasno
money available inthe budget for suchhelp

The Prime Minister is said tohavedeniedthat he
had met the people quoted. It was reported that both
Vagram Aghajanian and the newspaper editor had
offered to publish a retraction of the report that such
ameeting had taken place, but that this was rejected
in favour of a criminal prosecution. There were
allegations that Vagram Aghajanian’s friends and
colleagues were given very little notice of the
impending trial, hampering their attempts to find him
adefence lawyer. As a consequence the lawyer was
said to have had only a few hours toacquaint himself
with thecase before the trial began. In April the
appeal court changed the custodial sentence toa
suspended one.
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The death penaity

The death penalty was retained in the Karabakh region
In January Arkady Ghukasian commuted two death
sentences toperiodsof isyears’ imprisonment. No
executions were reporled

Al country report
+ Concernsin Europe, January-june 2000: Azerbaijan
(Al Index: EUR 01/003/2000)

BAHAMAS

COMMONWEALTH OFTHE BAHAMAS

Head of State: Queen Elizabeth I, represented by Orville
Turnquest
Head ofg
Capital: Nassau
Population: 0.3 million

Official language: English

Deathpenalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Ciminal Court

HubertA Ingraham

One person was hanged despite having international
appeals pending and three peoplewere scheduled to
be executed. Asylum-seekers were detained, in
violation of international standards, and forcibly
repatriated to Haiti and Cuba. Severa! deaths were
reported in Fox Hilt Prison amid continuing reports of
brutality and cruel,inhuman and degrading
conditions of detention. A new Code of Conduct and
Complaints Divisionforthe Royal Bahamas Police
Force was introduced. However, there were
continuing reportsof unjustifiable use of force and
arbitrary detention by potice officers. A prisoner of
consciencewas released after four days, following a
national and international campaign.

Death penalty
Twenty-five prisoners remained on death row at the
end of 2000, according to official figures. One person
was hanged

Aruling by the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council
(JCPC)in the United Kingdom~the final court of appeal
of the Bahamas — in thecase of Neville Lewis and others
in Jamaica, commuting the death sentences of six
prisoners, had implications for the administration of the
death penalty in the Bahamas (see Jamaica entry).
However, during a debate in parliament in December,
the Attorney General called for the death penalty to be
extended tocover selling orgivingdrugs to children.
David Mitchell wasexecutedin January despite the
factthat the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights was due tohear his petition, alleging violations
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under the American Declaration of the Rightsand
Duties of Man, in February 2000

&3 John Higgs died in prison two days before his
scheduled execution on 6 January. His petition to the
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights was also
duetobeheardin February. A coroner’s inquest was
convened in January to investigate the cause of death,
suspected to be suicide. It had yet toreleaseits findings
at theendof theyear.

Corporal punishment

Corporal punishment remainedavailable under the law
but nonew sentences wereimposedor carried out
Individuals remain under sentence of corporal
punishment pending legal appeals.

Prisons

Therewere continuing reports of brutality and of
prison conditions which failed tomeet international
minimumstandards for the treatment of prisonersat
FoxHill Prison; several deaths were reported during
2000. Prisonerswereroutinely deniedmedical
attention and exercise and were held in insanitary
conditions. Remandedand convicted prisonerswere
held together in the section of the prison reserved for
those under sentence of death.

InSeptember Sidney Winston McKenzie was found
deadin his cell. His body reportedly showed evidence
of severe beating. Family members were denied access
to view his body. A coroner’s inquest was convened but
it had notreleasedits findings by the end of the year.

Refugees

Asylum-seekers from Haiti and Cuba continued tobe
forcibly returned without prior access to a full and fair
determination procedure, in violation of international
law InMay, the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights requested that thegovernment halt forcible
returns. Following hearingsinOctober, the Commission
agreed tonegotiatea "friendly settlement” with the
government.

Adult and children asylum-seekers were still
detained atFox Hill Prison in conditions amounting to
cruel, inhumanand degrading treatmentandin
violation ofthe UN Refugee Convention. Asylum-
seekerswereheld inincommunicado detention and
deniedovisits, phone calls or mail from lawyers and
relatives. Children were denied access to other
relatives in prison. There werereports that some
asylum-seekers were beaten and denied medical
attention. Following an attempted escapein May a
number of Cuban asylum-seekers were reportedly put
ona dietofbreadand water

Torture/ ill-treatm
There were reports of arbitrary detention andill-

treatment, possibly amounting to torture, of criminal
suspects by police. Children were reportedly held
together with adults in some police lock-ups.

&3 InJanuary, a number of menwere allegedly
arrestedand detained forseverathoursin Central
Police Station without charge before being transported
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to adesertedareawith around 40 other young men,
where they werereportedly beaten all over their
bodies with iron bars and sticks. Many people were
reported to have sustained injuries and to have been
denied access to medical attention.

Prisoner of conscience

Obie Wilchcombe, a journalist and politician, was
sentenced at the inquest into the death of John Higgs
(seeabove) in February, afterrefusingtodisclose
confidential information. He was subsequently
imprisoned, butreleasedafter four days following
national and international appeals

Al country visits
Al representatives visited the Bahamas in February and
April to conduct research and meet community leaders.

BAHRAIN

STATEOFBAHRAIN

Head of state: Shaikh Hamad bin 'Issa Al Khalifa

Head of government: Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al
Khalifa

Capital: al-Manama

Population: 0.6 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court

Human rights violations continued to be reported,
although on a lesser scale thanin previous years.
Scores of people, including juveniles, were reportedly
arrested in 2000; some were detained forshort
periods. Several hundred others arrested in previous
years, including prisoners of conscience, remained
heldwithoutcharge or trial. Several people were
tried before the State Security Court on charges
including "illegal activities and plotting to
destabilizethe country”, and sentenced to up to 12
years' imprisonment. Several Bahraini nationals who
had been living abroad were prevented fromentering
the country. Scores of political prisoners and
detainees were released during the year.

Background

2000saw further significant political and human
rights developments. The Amir publicly pledged his
commitment to the protection of human rights and
expressed his willingness to allow international
human rights organizations to visit the country.
Increasingly, Bahraini newspapers carried articles on
issues such as democracy, free elections and respect
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for human rights, and in August a journalists'
association was setup. For the first time women were
urgedto take amore active role in the political affairs
of the country.

inMarchand April scores of political prisoners and
detainees werereleased following an order by the
Amir. Among those who benefited from the Amir's
order were ‘Omran Hussain 'Omran and Shaikh
Mohammed al-Rayyash; both had been held for more
than fouryears withoutchargeor trial.

A Supreme Judicial Council was established, headed
by the President of the Court of Cassation, to deal with
judicial matterssuch as the supervision of the
functioning of the courts. However, the Council was
given no authority over the Public Prosecution, which
remained under the control of the Ministry of the
Interior.

InOctobera new 40-member Shura (Consultative)
Council was inaugurated and 21 new members,
including four women, were appointed by the Amir
The Council has no legislative powers. Four Shura
Council members, including one woman, were
appointed as new members of the Human Rights
Committee. The six-member Committee had been set
upinOctober 1999.

Arequestforpermission toset upanon-
governmental human rights organization was turned
down by the authorities in October.

In December plans were announced for the
establishment of a two-chamber parhament, including
anelectedchamber with legislative powers, and for
Bahrain to become a constitutional monarchy. The
ShuraCouncil would form the second chamber and
keep its advisory role; the plans were subject toa
referendum

Forcible exile
The practice of forcible exile continued to be used to
prevent some Bahraininationals returning to the
country after years spent abroad in voluntary exile or
for educational purposes. The victims were held for
days, sometimes longer, at Bahrain International
Airportbefore being returned to their country of
residenceorsentelsewhere. They were denied the
right to challenge the decision to expel thembeforea
courtoflaw. The authorities claimed that those who
wereprevented from entering the country were not
Bahraini nationals, or had obtained a passport of
another state, or did not have valid passports

Over the years many Bahraini exiles had been
allowed toreturn However, by the end of 2000 it was
estimated that some 700 Bahraini nationals, including
womenandchildren, continuedtobe denied entry to
the country.
3 In June‘Abdul]alil al-Nu'aimi, aged 53, was
arrested at Bahrain International Airportand forcibly
returned totheUnited Arab Emirates. Hehad left
Bahrain in 1975 after the dissolution of parliament and
first attempted to return in 1993. During his arrest in
Junehe wasinterrogatedandtoldthathewouldnotbe
allowedintothe country because he had notsought
pardon from the Amir.
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Prisoners of conscience

In March ‘Abd al-Wahab Hussain, a prisoner of
conscience, appeared before the State Security Court
after he had challenged his detention without charge
or trial since January 1996. He was released on 17
Marchonly tobe rearrested on the same day at his
home in al-Nuwaidrat. No reasons were givenfor his
rearrest. InJuly it was reported that ‘Abd al-Wahab
Hussain and five other prisoners of conscience—
Shaikh Hassan Sultan, Shaikh ‘Ali “Ashour, Shaikh
Hussain al-Deihi, Sayyid Ibrahim 'Adnan al-'Alawi and
Hassan'Ali Mshaima' —had been put in solitary
confinement to put pressure onthem tosign
statements agreeing to refrain fromany political and
religiousactivitiesin thefuture. Shaikh ‘Ali ‘Ashour
was said to have agreedto these conditions and was
released in September. Shaikh Hussain al-Deihi was
released in December. It was not known whether his
release was conditional

Possible prisoner of conscience

3 In November Jasim Hussain 'Ali, a university
lecturer. was arrested at his home in Hamad Town,
allegedly for providing written analysis about the
human rights, political and economic situation in
Bahrain to a magazine based in the United Kingdom
(UK). He was held for 10 days in Incommunicado
detention. Alwrote to the authorities and
requestedclartficationof theexactreasons for

his arrest

Unfair trials

People continued to be sentenced to prisontermsafter
grossly unfair trials before the State Security Court.
Defendants tried and sentenced by this court have no
right of appeal

&3 Three people— 'Ali Mahdi Youssef, Sa'id al-Shaikh
and Hisham "Ali Hassan Ahmad —who had been in
detention since theirarrestinNovember199B, were
fined and sentencedtobetweentwo andsevenyears’
imprisonment. They wereconvicted in May by the
State SecurityCourt of "illegal activities and plotting
todestabilize the country” by planning to smuggle
weapons and explosives into the country and carry
out arson attacks. A fourth defendant wassentenced
inabsentiatosevenyears' imprisonment and six
others, also arrested inNovember 199B on the same
charges, were acquitted. The nine, who had been held
without access to lawyers until 17 January 2000, were
reportedly tortured to extract confessions. No
investigation into the torture allegations was known
to have been carried out

in May, three women — Hanan Salman Ahmad
Haidar, Salwa Hassan Ahmad Haidar and Leeda Ahmad
‘Issa al-'Oraibi — were sentenced to one year's
imprisonment each by the State Security Court for
“distributing leaflets and undertaking activities
harmful tosecurity”. Thethreewerearrested in
November 1998 and released on bail the following
month. While detained in 199B, Hanan Salman Ahmad
Haidar and Salwa Hassan Ahmad Haidar were
reportedly tortured in ‘Issa Town police station; Salwa
Hassan Ahmad Haidar was said to have been beaten
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on the soles of her feet and suspended by her limbs
All threewerereleased in September 2000, reportedly
following an amnesty

There were a number of reports of torture or ill-
treatment during 2000. The victims included juveniles
suspected of writing anti-government graffiti
&3 In August Mohammad Sa'eed al-Maqab, aged 32,
was arrested at his home in the village of Barbar, east of
al-Manama. During his detention he was reportedly
suspended by his arms for hours and beaten witha
cable on the soles of his feet (falaga). He was suspected
of maintaining links with an opposition activist living
abroad. Mohammad Sa'eed al-Magabiwas released at
theend of August

In January the UK authorities announced that an
investigation into torture allegations had been
launched against Major-General lan Henderson, a
British national and the former head of Bahrain's
Securityand intelligence Service (SIS). Major-General
Hendersonjoined Bahrain's security services in 1966
andreured from all official duties in July 2000. Over the
years testmonies collected by human rights
organizations suggested that SIS members may have
been involved in the torture of political detanees. [n
one case a former political detainee stated that Major-
General Henderson subjected him to physical and
psychologicaltorture.

Death penalty

In November, 20-year-oldYoshork Dostazudi, an
Ethiopian national working as a housemaid, was
sentenced to death for the murder of her employer. Her
lawyer lodged an appeal against the verdict in
December.

The death sentence has rarely been used in Bahrain;
only one executionis known to havebeencarried out
since 1977.

In December the death sentences against 'Ali Ahmad
"Abdallah al-'Usfur, Youssef Hussain 'Abd al-Baqi and
Ahmad Khalil Ibrahim al-Kattab were commuted to life
imprisonment. They had been sentenced to death in
July 1996 in connection witha fire-bomb attack on a
restaurantin Sitra in which seven Bangladesh nationals
werekilled.

Al country report and visits

Report

* Bahrain: Human nghts developments and Amnesty
International's continuing concerns (Al Index: MDE
11/003/2000)

Visits

Al put forward a proposal for a visit to Bahrain in

Februaty. The authorities responded by suggesting a

meeting between a high-level delegation from Bahrain

and Al delegates in London, UK. This took place in July.

The authorities agreed to receive an Al delegation in

Bahrainin early 2001.
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BANGLADESH

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

Head of state: Shahabuddin Ahmed

Head of government: Sheikh Hasina

Capital: Dhaka

Population: 129.1 million

Official language: Bangla

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Optional Protocol
to the UN Children’s Convention on the involvement of
children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to the UN
Women's Convention

Rampant corruption at alllevels of society and
government continued to dash hopes for
improvement in the human rights situation and to
thwart efforts to tackle widespread poverty and
political instability. Torture, including rape in
custody, continued tobe reported, and impunityfor
past human rights violations persisted.

Background

Thegovernmentfailed toaddress the issue of
corruption. In particulartherewasconcern that the
government failed to implement the recommendations
of the Public Administration Reforms Commission
aimed at making the country'sburdensome
bureaucracy transparent, accountable and accessible
toordinary people.

Despite promises, the government took no action to
set up the National Human Rights Commission or to
appointan ombudsman.

The long-running opposition boycott of parliament
continued.

The Public Safety (Special Provisions) Act 2000was
adopted in January amid concerns that some of its
provisions breachedinternational human rights
standards and would allow the police to detain people
without a warrant fora bribe, or on politically
motivated grounds.

Widespread and persistent reports of torture were
routinely ignored by the authorities. Victims included
children, women, the elderly, political dissidents and
criminalsuspects. Police frequently attacked
demonstrators and beat journalists reportingon the
protests.

More than 50 people died in custody, reportedly asa
result of torture. Methods of torture reported Included
beatings with rifle butts, ironrods and bamboo sticks;
hanging by the wrists from the ceiling; rape; "water
treatment” in which hose-pipes were fixed into each
nostril and taps turned on full for two minutes at a time;
the use of pliers to crushfingers; and electric shocks.
Police of ficers tortured people to extract money, to
ensurecompliance with their ownillegal actiities, asa
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favour to local politicians in return for abribe, and to
obtain confessions.

The perpetrators were able to continue committing
suchviolations with impunity. None of the political
parties under whose successive governments torture
has been widespread responded to Al's requestin
September to state whether they planned to take action
against torture.

Women

Rape in custody continued tobe reported. As in the
past, government action was only taken aftera public
outcry. Police, on paymentof abribe, oftenchose not
toact againstprivate perpetrators of violence against
women.

Overadozenwomenweresent to prison by
magistrates under a practice known as "safe custody”.
The majority were young women who had married
against their families’ wishes and whose husbands were
accused of kidnapping them. While the husbands were
oftenreleased on bail pending a court hearing,
magistrates invariably sent the women to jail. against
their will, purportedly for their own "safety”. Such
women can remain imprisoned — in some casesfor
years—without being accusedof any offence.

Death penaity

Atleast 37 death sentences were imposed, but no
executions were carried out. At the end of 2000, more
than 160 prisoners were reported to be on death row.
3 On 4 December, the High Court upheld the death
sentences on 10 of the 15 people sentenced to death by
a lower court in November 1998 for the killing of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and his family in August 1975. A split
judgment in the case of the other five wastobe clarified
by ajudicial panel.

Chittagong Hill Tracts
The government did not bring to justice those responsible
for pasthumanrights violations during thearmedconflict
whichlastedfromthe mid-1970s until 1997

Further tension emerged between the main tribal
group, which had signed a peace accord with the
governmentinDecemberigg7, and the smaller
dissidentgroups whosedemandsfor fullautonomyhad
notbeenmet by the accord. Eachgroupaccused the
otherside of targeting their members. There were
reports that Bangladesh army personnel were
responsible for human rights violations against tribal
people, including killing at least three Jumma people
and setting on fireseveral Jumma homes.

There were continuing concerns about the slow pace of
the implementation of all provisions of the peace accord.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

« Bangladesh: Human rights in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts (Al Index:ASA 13/001/2000)

 Bangladesh: Torture and impunity (Al Index: ASA
13/007/2000)

Visits

Al delegates visited

in May and !
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BELARUS

REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

Head of state: Alyaksandr Lukashenka

Head of government: Vladimir Yermoshin (replaced
Sergey Ling in February)

Capital: Minsk

Population: 10.2 million

Official languages: Belarusian, Russian

Death penalty: retentionist

The year 2000 brought no improvement in the
human rights situation, resulting in repeated
international condemnation. A prominent journalist
apparently "disappeared" and no progress was made
inclarifying the possible “disappearances" of
opposition figuresin 1999. A numberof prisoners of
conscienceremainedimprisoned. Hundreds of
people were arrested for peaceful opposition
activities. Therewere allegations that policeill-
treated detainees. Belarusian legislation did not
allow for conscientious objectors to military service
to undertake an alternative civilianservice. The
death penalty continued to be imposed in secret.

Background

The opposition continued to protest peacefully against
President Lukashenka, calling for genuinely democratic
parliamentary and presidential elections
Parliamentary elections were eventually held in
October, but the resultsweredisputed. The
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
and various Western governments refused to send
observers because of serious doubts about the fairness
of the elections

Intergovernmental bodies

During2000. Belarus' human rights record became the
focusof criticism of a number of intergovernmental
bodies. In January the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe expressed "its profound concern that
Belarus continues to fall seriously short of Council of
Europe standards as regards pluralist democracy, the
rule of law and human rights".

Belarus was also scrutinized by the UN Committee
against Torture in November, which expressed concern
about "|tlhe numerous continuing allegations of torture
and other cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment or
treatment, committed by officials of the Stateparty or
with their acquiescence, particularly affecting political
opponents of the governmentand peaceful
demonstrators, and including disappearances,
beatings, and other actions in breach of the
Convention". The Committee recommended that the
authorities correct their failure to impartially
investigatethese persistent humanrightsviolations
and "considerestablishing an independent and
impartial governmental and non-governmental
national human rights commission with effective
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powers to, inter alia, promote humanrightsand
investigate all complaints of humanrightsviolations”

Possible 'disappearances’

There was concern about the possible "disappearance” of
Dmutry Zavadsky, a television cameraman, who went
missingon 7 July. He failed to meeta colleague from
Russian Public Television, Pavel Sheremet, at Minsk
airport. The Belarusian authoritiesdenied any
involvement in the apparent "disappearance” and blamed
theopposition for staging it. Both Dmitry Zavadskyand
PavelSheremethad previouslybeendetainedby the
authorities for their journalistic activities

There was no new information about the
whereabouts of opposition figures who apparently
“disappeared” in Minsk in 1999: the former Minister of
the Interior, Yury Zakharenko, and the firstsecretary
chairman of the dissolved parliament, Viktor Gonchar,
and his companion, Anatoly Krasovsky

Prisoners of conscience

Twopolitical opponents of President Lukashenka were
sentenced to prison terms after high profile trials
during 2000. Albelievedthe real reason for their
imprisonment was to suppress their opposition
actwities. In addition, a number of protesterswere
sentenced to shorter periods of detention, usually after
being arrested during peaceful demonstrations.

3 On 19 May Minsk City Courtconvicteds2-year-old
Mikhail Chigir, a prominent opposition leader and
former Prime Minister, of abuse of power. The charges
related toa position he had held as head of a bank
beforebecoming Prime Minister in 1994. The Court
sentenced him to three yearsn prison, two of which
weresuspended, and ordered him to pay a large fine as
compensation to the state. Since he had spenteight
months in pre-trial detention in199g, he did not have
toserve the remainder of his sentence.

Andrey Klimov, a 34-year-old member of the
dissolved parliament and political opponent of
President Lukashenka, was arrested on 11 February 1998
on charges relating to his business interests. He was
sentenced tosix years’ imprisonment at a hard labour
colony with confiscation of property by the Leninsky
court in Minsk on 17 March 2000. Andrey Klimov joined
another prisoner of conscience and former opponent
of President Lukashenka, Vladimir Koudinov, who was
also imprisoned on charges relating to his business
interests after an unfair trial in August 1997

Release of possible prisoner of conscience

Ons October Vassily Leonov, former Minister of
Agriculture and director of the agriculture company
Rassvet, wasreleased in a prison amnesty. He was
convicted in January of taking bribes and sentenced to
fouryears’ imprisonment on charges which members of
the opposition claimed were politically motivated. By
Octoberhehadalready spentnearly three years in prison.

Harsh conditions of detention
Protesters detained during peaceful demonstrations,
and those detained at the time of parliamentary
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elections in October, frequently complainedabout the
conditions of detention. Al has also expressed concern
about conditions in prisons and pre-trial detention
centreswhichfall well below international standards
and amount to cruel, Inhuman and degrading treatment
3 On 30 March Vyacheslav Sivchik, deputy chairman
of the Belarusian Popular Front, received a 10-day
prison sentence for his partinorganizing a
demonstration several days previously. After his
release from the Okrestina detention centre he
reportedly stated that he was deliberately placed ina
cell witha broken window while the weather was very
cold. He alleged that fellow Inmates with a severe form
of tuberculosis were kepttogether with other
prisoners. In addition, on the last clay of his
imprisonment, guards allegedly spread disinfectant all
overthe cell while the prisonerswerestill iniit.

Detention of protesters

During its third periodic review of Belarus in November,
the UN Commuttee against Torture expressed concern
about "persistent abrogations of the right to freedom of
expression, such as limitations of the ndependence of
the press, and of the right to peaceful assembly”. During
2000Al continued to receive numerous reports of
people who were arrested forexercising theserights.
&3 In the run-up to the elections in October,
protesters in various cities and towns, including Minsk,
Bobruysk and Vitebsk, were reportedly detained by
police because of their attempts to organize a boycott
of the elections. A number were reportedly fined, and
therr leaflets and other materials confiscated.

&3 InNovemberover 100 young protesters, many of
them minors, were detained by police in Minsk after
staging an unauthorized demonstration. The police
reportedly used considerable force to herd them onto
policebusesand into police vans.

During an unauthorized demonstration in Minskon 25
March, between 400 and 500 demonstrators were
reportedly detained for several hours by the police. At
least 30 journalists covering the demonstration were
also targeted by the authorities. There were reports
that police officers used unnecessary force to detain
some protesters. A number of people complained of
being knockedto the ground, beaten with truncheons,
kicked by policeofficers and verbally abused.

Yury Belenk, deputy chairman of the Conservative
Christian Party of the Belarusian Popular Front, alleged
that he and his companions were attacked by a group of
police officers on Yakub Kolas Square in Minskon 25
March. He stated that he was hit in the face with a
truncheon, knocked off his feet and repeatedly
punched and kicked. He was then arrested and held in
detention for three days. Therelevant prosecutor’s
office in Minsk reportedly refused to investigate his
allegations of police ill-treatment.

Conscientious objection
Belarusian legislation does not allow conscientious
objectors to military service to undertake an
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alternative civilianservice. Military conscription is
compulsoryformen aged between 18 and 27and lasts 18
months, except for university graduates, who serve 12
months.

3 0n 23 March Valentin Gulai, a 21-year-old Jehovah's
Witness, was given a suspended 18-month prison
sentence by Rechitsa regional court for refusing to
perform military service. The sentence was conditional
and required him tospend 18 months working on state
construction projects. Gomel regional court later
reduced the sentence to a one-year suspended
sentence.

Al country reports and visit

Reports

+ Possible “disappearances” in Belarus (Al Index: EUR
49,/003/2000)

« Belarus: Conscientious objectorValentin Gulai
(Al Index: EUR 49/012/2000)

« Belarus:Dissentand Impunity (Al Index: EUR
49/014/2000)

Visit

Al delegates visited Minsk in March to take part in a

human rights conference, to monitor a demonstration

and trial and to meetlawyers and non-governmental

organizations.

BELGIUM

KINGDOM OF BELGIUM

Head of state: King Albert Il

Headof government: Guy Verhhofstadt

Capital: Brussels

Population: 10.2 million

Official languages: Dutch, French, German

Death penalty: aboltiorist for all crimes

2000 treatyratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children’s Convention onthe involve-
ment of children in armed conflict; Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court

There were further allegations that criminal suspects
were ill-treated by law enforcement of ficers and that
asylum-seekers wereilltreated during forcible
deportations and in detention centresforaliens.
Criminal investigations were opened or continued
into many such incidents. By the end of 2000 nobody
had been broughtto justice in connection with the
deathin 1998 of an asylum-seeker asphyxiated after
gendarmes pressed a cushion over her face during
forcible deportation. There was concern that,
although a proposed government reform of asylum
procedures, announced in November, would
introducewelcome and substantial simplification of
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the existing system, certain provisions could restrict
access to fair and impartial refugee determination
procedures and mightresult in the refoulement
(forcible repatriation) of people at risk of serious
humanrightsviolations. Four Rwandese nationals
were charged with war crimes committed during the
1994 genocide in Rwanda.

Allegations of police ill-treatment

Many allegations of ill-treatment concerned non-
Caucasian Belgian andforeign nationals, often
accompanied by reportsof racist abuse. in its annual
report to parliament, the Permanent Monitoring
Committee of Police Services, known as Committee P,
recorded dozens of complaints of physicalill-
treatment, threats, intimidationand verbal abuse by
law enforcement officers. It emphasized the
importance of improved training. The annual report of
the Centre for Equal Opportunities and Opposition to
Racism, a body reporting to the Prime Minister and
parliament, recorded some decrease in the number of
complaints of racism and discrimination, including
complaints of ill-treatment, by law enforcement
officers. However, noting the regular recurrence of
such complaints, it alsorecommended increased
training.

The European Commission against Racism and
Intolerance (ECRI) of the Council of Europe published
its second report on Belgium inMarch. It stressed “the
urgentneedto address the problemof manifestations
of racism on the part of some law enforcement
officials, as well as the need to provide the means for a
better responseon the part of the authorities (judicial
and non-judicial) to complaints of racistbehaviour " It
reported recurrent complaints of "discriminatory
identity checks”, many of which resulted in counter-
accusations of resisting arrest or insulting police
officers, as well as complaints of "bodily injuries,
arbitrary detention and humiliating treatment.” it
found that a "considerable proportion of complainants
are young males of North-African origin.”

Itindicated that the number of formally registered
complaints did not reflect the true extent of the
problem "since many members of minority groups are
reluctant toresort to aformal complaint, due to lack of
confidence inthe possibility of redress or fear of
further reprisals” and that when complaints were filed
there was "evidence to suggest that... the response of
the judicial authorities i1s unsatisfactory.” ECRI said that
“|tlhe policeserviceappearsreluctant to acknowledge
any incidence of racist behaviour on the part of its
officers. In addition, aserious lack of transparency 1s
reported, as complainants are veryrarely informed by
the policeauthorities of the results of the procedures.”
It concluded that "{tlhis situation contributes to the
impression that members of police forcesenjoy virtual
impunity”.

Inresponse the authorities emphasized the
introduction of newtraining programs forlaw
enforcement officials and judges. They alsocited the
inclusion of a code of professional conduct in
legislation setting outbasic principles for a new police
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service, integrating the existing gendarmerie, judicial
and communal police forces, due to become
operational in 2001

&3 CharlesOtu, a Belgian citizen of Ghanaian origin,
alleged thathe wasrepeatedly physically assaulted,
threatened and subjected toracist abuse by law
enforcement officers in Brussels on t4 October. He had
refused to hand over his car-keys, butoffered his
driving and identity documents to two gendarmes who
approached him while he was sitting in his car at traffic
lights. He said that he was dragged out of the car,
thrown to the ground, handcuffed, then kicked and htt
withtruncheons andthatlater both gendarmes, joined
by anofficer of the communal police, assaulted him
againin ahospital car-park. He claimed that after
transfer to a gendarmerie post, two more gendarmes
Jjoined ina renewed assault, observed by colleagues,
and that one officer kicked him with such forcein the
abdomen that hedefecated involuntarily. Amedical
certificateissued within hoursof hisreleaselater that
day recorded cuts and bruises to his faceand multiple
bruising to his body. The gendarmessaidthatthey had
approached Charles Otu because they had seen him
commit a traffic offence, that they believed he was
drunk and that he had violently resisted them, injuring
several officers

During deportation an! in !etentlon centres !or aliens

There were new allegations of foreign nationals being
subjected to excessive use of force and ill-treatment
during forcible deportations from Brussels-National
arrportand insomedetentioncentresfor aliens. Delays
were reported insome investigations into cases from
previous years

In apositive development, a decree issued by the
Minister forTransport in April explicitly banned
methods of restraint involving the full or partial
obstruction of the airways of people being deported
under gendarmerie escort, as well as the use of sedative
or other drugs to subdue such people aganst their
wishes. The decree also directed that a doctor or an
independent observer should accompany any group of
more than four people betng forcibly deported under
gendarmerie escort. This apparently followed
discussions between the Ministry and the Belgian
CockpitAssociationwhosemembers had, forathree-
month periodin 1999, refused tocarry passengers
being forcibly deported because of incidents, including
alleged ill-treatment, and security problems arisingon
board such flights.
Kifle Alemayhu, an Ethiopian national, alleged that
he was ill-treated by gendarmes on 20 May, duringa
fourthattempt to deport him from the country against
his will. A fifth unsuccessful attempt was made to
deporthimon 3 June. He lodged a formal complaint of
ill-treatment in June, supported by a medical report
issued by a doctor attached to Vottem detention centre
where he was transferred immediately after the May
deportationattempt. It recorded a perforated ear-
drum and injuries to his wrists, apparently as a result of
hand restraints.

Amnesty international Report 2001




s 8 o=

Theresults of a criminal investigation into the
circumstances surrounding the death of Semira Adamu,
a20-year-old Nigerian national who died in September
1998 after gendarmes pressed a cushion over her face
duringa deportation operation, were still unknown
overtwoyearslater The so-called "cushion technique”
—adangerous but authorized method of restraint at
that ime—allowed gendarmes to press a cushion
against the mouth, but not the nose, of a recalcitrant
deportee. In 1998, threegendarmes wereplaced under
investigationn connectlon with possible manslaughter
charges. In October Al soughtconfirmationfromthe
Minister of Justice of reports that the investigating
magistrate had concluded his inquiries in February and
that the Public Prosecutor’s Office would be submitting
the dossier to a court (chambre du conseil) later in
October where a judge would decide on any requests
for prosecution. In November the Minister indicated
that no decision had yet beentaken

&3 Therewere allegations that Xhevdet Ferri, an
asylum-seeker of Albanian origin, was subjected to
medical neglect and cruel and degrading treatment
beforehe died inSteenokkerzeel detention centre
127-bison 12 October He participated in a breakout
fromthe prison on that day but, after fellow escapees
observed him lying on the ground in pain, they alerted
thecentre’s personnel. It was claimed that when
gendarmes arrived torecaptureXhevdetFerri they
found him lying on the ground near a perimeter wall,
groaning, but handcuffed him and took himback to the
centre in their vehicle, without any medical
examination. Thegendarmes then allegedly dragged
him by his feet from the vehicle, while he cried out that
he was ill and in pain. It was also reported that he was
locked in the cell with afellow escapee, again without
any medical examination being carried out. His
condition rapidly deteriorated and he died in the cell
afterattemptsto resuscitate him failed. A criminal
Investigation was promptly opened into his death.

€3 Aninvestigationnto acriminal complaint of ill-
treatment lodged 1n November 1998by Blandine
Kaniki, a 20-year-old asylum-seeker from the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, had stili not
concluded by the end of 2000. She had alleged thatin
October 1998 she and other inmates of Steenokkerzeel
detention centre 127-bis weresub jected to an
indiscriminate physical assaultby helmeted gendarmes
armed with batons and shields and that as a result of
that and medical neglect, she suffered a miscarriage.
The outcome of an internal investigation opened into
the incidents in the detention centre was unknown.

Universal jurisdiction

In June, four Rwandese nationals residing in Belgium
were committed for trial before the Brussels Court of
Assizes, accused of committing war crimes in the Butare
region of Rwanda in the context of the 1994 genocide.
The trial was expected to take place in 2001.

Legislation enacted in 1993 and 1999 made specific
provision for Belgian courts to exercise universal
jurisdiction over war crimes ininternational and non-
international armed conflict, genocide and crimes
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against humanity, including torture. Criminal
proceedings were reportedly underway, and were at
various stages of investigation, into complaints lodged
against a number of leaders and prominent members of
past and present administrations of various foreign
states, including Cambodia, Chile, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Iran, Moroccoand Rwanda

Al country reports and visit

Reports

* Concerns in Europe, January - June 2000: Belgium
(Al Index: EUR 01/003/2000)

+ Belgium: The death of Semira Adamu - Justice still
awaited (Al Index: EUR 14/003/2000)

« Belgium: Thedeath of Xhevdet Ferr (Al Index: EUR
14/004/2000)

Visit

AnAl delegate visited Belgium in January to conduct

research into alleged ill-treatment.

BELIZE

BELIZE

Head of state:Queen Elizabeth I, represented by
Colville Young

Head of government: Said Musa

Capital: Belmopan

Population: 0.2 million

Official language: English

Deathpenalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; UN
Convention against Racism; Optional Protocol tothe UN
Children’s Convention on the involvementof children in
armed conflict; Rome Statute ofthe International
Criminal Court

Two people were sentenced to death, but no one was
executed. Reports of torture and shootings by police
indisputed circumstances continued. Prison
conditions remained poor, although some measures
forimprovement were taken by the government. The
scopeofthe law under which corporal punishment
can be carried out was extended twice.

Death penalty

Death by hanging was mandatory formurder, except
where extenuating circumstances could be proved. The
last execution for murder was carried out in June 198s.
There were nine people on death row, two of whom
were sentenced during 2000.

&3 Aurelio Pop was convicted of murder and sentenced
todeath on 31 March. His appeal against the death
sentence was turned down by the Court of Appeal
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3 Robert Hill was sentenced to death on 10 April.
However, the Courtof Appeal ordered a retrial
followinga successful appeal against the sentence.

&3 The appeal against the sentence of Patrick Reyes,
convicted of murder in 1999, was dismissed by the
Belize Courtof Appeal on 28 March

In)une Estevan Sho, who was convicted of murder
and sentenced todeath on 2 December 1999, had his
sentence commuted to 25 years' imprisonment on
appeal

Reports of torture by police, and o| excessiveuse of

force, continued. Human rights organizations, lawyers
andjournalists reported that ill-treatment and torture
by the security forces were widespread but often
remained unreported because of victims’ fear of
retaliation

&3 Police officers allegedly beat Charlie Slusher and
Norman "Tilliman" Niiiez in August, in Belmopan, as
they made their way to a party in the Orange Walk
district. Followinga police investigation, the
Commissioner of Police reportedly removed an
Inspector and Assistant Inspector fromactive duty
pending disciplinary proceedings. Two police
constables were also under further investigation.

©3 Randolph Miller was allegedly beatenin July and
had his hand broken by an officer at the Department of
Corrections in the presence of another officer, after he
was recaptured by police after his escape from
Hattieville prison. An investigation was carried out by
the Ombudsman.

Police shootings

Reportsof police shootings in disputed circumstances
continued.

&3 Leslie "Mobley" Smith was reportedly killed by
police on 19 August after they tried to arrest him. Police
reportsindicated that he was armed with a knife, but
other witnesses apparently contested this. The Internal
Affairs Desk of the Belize Police Force conducted an
investigation and announced that it would pass the file
to the Director ofPolice Prosecutions

Prison conditions
Conditions in Hattieville Rehabilitation Centre, the
main penal institution in Belize, werereported to be
very poor. The main concerns included poor sanitation,
lack of waterand toilet facilities, and lack of facilities
for prisoners to haveconfidentialconsultations with
their lawyers. The prisonwas severely overcrowded,
holding more than twice the 500 inmates it was
designed for There were reports of prisoners being
beatenby other inmates. Therewasa riot in Marchin
whichoneinmatediedand three others were shot.
& Jason Flowers was found hanging in his cell on7
November His mother and other relatives rejected the
presumption of suicide and alleged that he was
murdered by inmates

Agovernment minister stated that measures to
improve conditions had been taken in 2000, including
the introduction of a clinic with three nurses and a
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doctor and the opening of a female facility in August.
Officials also stated thatforeign prisoners would be
deported to their countries of origin to ease
overcrowding, giving rise to concern that some might
be atrisk of human rights violations on their return

Corporal punishment

Corporal punishment was reinstituted in prisons in
February as a punishment formutiny, incitement to
mutiny, or gross personal violence to an officer. It was
used retrospectively as a punishment for crimes
committedbefore it was introduced. [n addition, from
1 July, the offences for which corporal punishment
could beusedwereextended to include possession of
weaponsor attempted escapefrom prison.

&3 InMarch Nehru Smith received 12 lashes with a
tamarind whip and Bert Elijio received six, both for
allegedly stabbing fellow inmates.

Al country report
* Belize: Government commitments and human rights
(Al Index:AMR 16,/003/2000)

BHUTAN

KINGDOM OF BHUTAN

Head of state: King Jigme Singye Wangchuck

Head of government: Yeshi Zimba (replaced Sangay
Ngedup in August)

Capital: Thimphu

Population: 0.6 million

Official language: Dzongkha

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

Amid increased international attention, there was a
breakthrough in negotiations between Bhutan and
Nepal on the right of almost 100,000 Nepali-
speaking people in refugee camps in eastern Nepal
to returnto Bhutan. Torture by policewas reported.
Leaders of political parties in exile were reportedly
arrested on their return.

Background

Finance Minister Yeshi Zimba took office as Chairman
to the Council of Ministers in August. A new system of
"securityclearancecertificates”, issued by the Royal
Bhutan Police, replaced ‘noob jectioncertificates” and
“police clearance certificates”. However, there were
continuing concerns that members of the Nepali-
speaking community would continue to face
discrimination when applying for such certificates in
order tobe able to obtain work, promotion or business
licencesor to travel abroad, on the basis that they had
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contacts with "anti-nationals” in refugee camps in
Nepal. As partof strengthening the country'’s legal
framework, new charge-sheets were introduced on
which police must enter the sections of the law under
whicha personisto becharged.

Nepali-speaking refugees

Several high-level delegations visited the country to
discuss with the authorities the plight of people livingin
refugee camps in Nepal since the early 1990s. Among
them wereUS State Departmentofficials who visited in
January and December.

After her visit in April, the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees reported that Bhutan was ready to proceed
with joint verification of people living in the camps to
determine their eligibility for inclusion in a future
voluntary repatriation program. However, in May the
ninth round of ministerial talks between Bhutan and
Nepal failed to reach agreement. Bhutan's position was
that individuals over the age of 18 should be verified
individually while Nepal wanted the unit of verification
to be the head of the family. A compromise formula, put
forward by the High Commissioner was initially
rejected byBhutan. Inlate December, Nepaland
Bhutan finally reached an agreementonthe
mechanisms and unit of verification. A joint verification
team —consisting of five officials fromeach
government — was mandated to first validate the family
units and then proceed to verify heads of families and
individual units.

In September the European Parliament passed a
resolution calling on "the Governments of Bhutan and
Nepal, in cooperation with all parties involved, to reach
an agreement which will allow the early and voluntary
repatriationof the refugees to their country of origin”

Torture by police was reported.

3 Tul Man Tamang, a 30-year-old construction
worker, was arrested on 27 June on suspicion of
organizing political activities. He was taken to the
police station at Chimakothi in Chhukhadistrict where
he was allegedly kicked and beaten with a cane, leather
belt and rifle butt on his back, legs and buttocks. He was
reportedly held incommunicado in adark cell for three
days beforebeing taken to the police station at
Phuntsholing on the border with India. He was forced
to sign a statement saying he was leaving the country of
his own freewill and was forcibly exiled to India.

Arrests of politicians

Several leaders of political parties in exile who
returned toBhutan were arrested. Some remained held
attheendof the year.

3 NL. Katwal, a central committee member of the
Bhutan Gorkha National Liberation Front, was
reportedly among more than 5o peoplearrested during
ademonstration in Phuntsholing in April.

&3 Ugyen Tenzing, amember of the Druk-Yul Peoples
Democratic Party, was reportedly arrested in Samtse
district in June and taken to Thimphu police
headquarters.
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Al country report
« Bhutan: Nationality, Expulsion, Statelessness and the
Rightto Return (Al Index: ASA 14/001/2000)

BOLIVIA

REPUBLIC OF BOLIVIA

Head of state and government: Hugo Banzer Suarez
Capital: La Paz

Population: 83 million

Official language: Spanish

Death penalty: Abolitionist forordinary cnmes
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Women's Convention

Human rightsviolations were reported in
Cochabamba Department in the context of a state of
siege. Scores of people were arbitrarily detained and
human rights activists and journalists were harassed
and intimidated. Conditions in prisons and detention
centresconstituted cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. Human rights violations were reported in
El Chapare region.

Background

Astateofsiegewasdeclaredon 8 April following
demonstrations against a government waterworks
project in the city of Cochabamba, Department of
Cochabamba. Scores of union and community leaders
were arrested; most were held nincommunicado
detention and sentinto internal exile. Five people,
includingan army officer and a minor, were reportedly
killed during violent confrontations between
protesters and the military. A media blackout was
imposed and local radio stations were forced off the air.
The state of siege was lifted on 20 April after the
government reached an agreement with peasantand
trade union organizations. All those arrested were
released without charge.

Police brutality

Demonstrations called in January and February by the
Coordinadora Departamental de Defensa del Aguay la
Vida, Coordinating Committee for the Defence of Water
and Life, in Cochabamba, were met with excessive use
of forceby the police and the military. The security
forces indiscriminately fired tear gas, rubber bullets
and pellets into the crowds. There werealso reports of
disproportionate use of force by the security forces
against demonstrators in April. Scores of people were
injured and four died, includinga minor.

InFebruary, 14-year-oldWanderley Siiani Cardoso
was doused with tear gas and sustained a fractured
coccyx as a result of a beating by members of the
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security forces, A few days later he collapsed at school
and had to be taken to hospital where 1t was confirmed
that he had suffereda brain haemorrhage

3 In April, 17-year-old Hugo Daza was shot dead in
Cochabambaat the time that an armyofficer in civilian
clothingwasseen firinginto the crowd duringa
demonstration. Investigations were reportedly initiated
by thearmy into the incident

Scoresof people weredetained in February; all were
reportedly beaten by the security forces

Hours before the state of siege was declared in April,
hooded police officersraided thehomes of union
leaders and members of the Coordinating Commuttee
for the Defence of Water and Life n Cochabamba,
arresting the leaders, beating members of their
families, stealing household goods,and shooting at
neighbours with pellets. There were also reports that
people, including minors, were detained in La Paz
Department and tortured to coerce theminto
incriminating community or union leaders. No
investigations were initiated into these incidents. The
government denied that minors had beenill-treated.
3 Sixteen-year-old PedroAlejandro testified that in
February hehadbeensubjected toelectricshocks on
his testicles while he was under arrest at a police
station.
Sixteen-year-old David Goitia Beruto was arrested
n April iIn Cochabamba by police and taken to the
offices of the Grupo Especial de Seguridad, Security
Special Group, where he was badly beaten witha chain
andhose. His nose was broken and his torso badly
bruised. Hemanaged toescapeafewhours later

Freedom of expression
Several journalists and human rights activists whowere
perceived as critical of the government or who had
publicly criticized the authorities’ actions in
Cochabambawerethreatened and intimidated
&3 Journalists Osvaldo Riojaand Jhenny Osinaga
received anonymous death threats after their
television network broadcast footage of an army officer
incivilian clothing firing at the crowdduringa
demonstrationin Cochabamba in April
SachaLlorenti, Legal Affairs Secretary of the
Asamblea Permai de Derechos 2
Permanent Human rights Assembly, received
anonymous death threats in August. The threats were
believed to belinked to his role in filing judicial
complaintsand calling forindependent investigations
covering human rights violations committed during the
state of siege.

Prison conditions

Conditions in prisons and pre-trial detention centres
fell well below international minimum standards and
amounted in most cases to cruel, degrading or inhuman
treatment. Mostprisoners and detainees received
inadequate medical care and were housed in poorly
heated and ventilated, squalid and insanitary
conditions. Many were forced to sleep on the floorin
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overcrowded communal rooms, halls and open yards
Access to washing facilities was limited and the quality
of food and water was very poor. Detainees at the high
security prison of San Pedro de Chonchocoro in La Paz
were reportedly tortured and ill-treated: Al delegates
interviewed two inmates who had been tortured the
daybefore their visit to the prison. No investigation
was known to have been initiated into their allegations.

El Chapare

Reports of human rights violations in the contextof the
eradication of coca leaf crops in El Chapare increased in
the second half of the year. In September and October
security forces reportedly used excessive and arbitrary
forceagainst groups of demonstrators who had been
blockading the mamn roads in the El Chapare area in
protest atgovernment policies. Ten people died and
more than i0owerenjured.

Al country reports and visit

Reports

« Bolivia: A shameful prison system (Al [ndex: AMR
18/006/2000)

« Bolivia: The state of siege is no excuse for human rights
violations (Al Index: AMR 18/002/2000)

« Bolivia: There can be no justification for human rights
violations (Al Index:AMR 187011 /2000)

Visit

Al delegates visited Bolivia between June and July and

interviewed prisoners and detainees in nine prisons and

detention centres in La Paz, Santa Cruz, Cochabamba and

El Chapare. The delegates held meetings at ministenial

and local authonty level.
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BOSNIA-
HERZEGOVINA

BOSNIAAND HERZEGOVINA

Head of state: three-member rotating presidency— Alija
Izetbegovi¢, Zivko Radiéi¢ and Ante Jelavié

President of the Muslim/ Croat Federation of Bosnia-
Herzegovina: Ejup Gani¢

President of Republika Srpska: vacant until December
Heads of national government: rotating premiership—
Spasoje Tusevljak, Martin Raguz,

Capital: Sarajevo

Population: 3.97 million

Official languages: Bosntan, Croatian, Serbian

Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinarycnmes

2000 ttreaty ratifications/signatures: Second Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death
penalty; Optional Protocol to the UN Children's Con-
vention on the involvement of children in armed conflict;
Optional Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court

Overwhelming internationalinvolvementin political
and administrative matters in Bosnia-Herzegovina
continued to contribute to the stabilization and
normalization ofthe country during 2000. There was a
substantial increasein the number of refugees and
displaced persons returning to their pre-war

now administered and mostly inhabited
by members of another ethnic group (minority returns)
—such returns had been disappointingly few in past
years despite considerable efforts by the international
community. However, there remained serious concerns
about the overall human rights situation, in particular
the lack of genuine commitment by local authorities
to protect human rights and address past violations.
Most perpetrators of the massive and grave abuses of
human rights committed during and in the wake ofthe
civil war continued toenjoy impunity. Tens of
thousands of people remained unaccounted for; many
had “disappeared" during the war. Trials of political
prisoners often failedtomeetinternationally
recognized standards of fairness. ll-treatmentof
peopleinpolicecustody persisted, especially of
socially marginalized groups such as the Roma.

Background

Bosnia-Herzegovina consistsof twoentities — the
Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina (Federation) and the
Republika Srpska (RS)—and the autonomous multi-
ethnicdistrict of Breko. Bothentities and the Breko
district have their own government, legislature, judicial
system, policeandarmed forces. The central
government, composed of representativesof the three
constituent peoples —Serbs, Croats and Bosniacs— was
too weak and internally divided to carry out its
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functions effectively. A political and governmental crisis
continued in the RS forasecondyear; there was no
president and the caretaker government was subjected
to repeated no-confidence votes by the RS parliament

Municipal elections took place in March, which
resulted in a general consolidation of the power of the
main nationalist parties, although the opposition Social
Democratic Party (SDP) made considerable gains in
someurbanareas in the Federation. In November,
general elections took place, as well as presidential
electionsintheRS, in whichresults reflected the
outcome of the municipal elections. Mirko Sarovicwas
elected president of the RS.

In July the Constitutional Court of Bosnia-
Herzegovina - comprising four judges from the
Federation, two judges from the RS, and three
international jurists— ruled that the Bosniac, Serb and
Croatian peoples were entitled to enjoy equal rights
throughout the country. The ruling meant that the
Constitutions of the Federation and the RSneeded to be
amended, as neither recognized the equal rights of all
three nationalities. However,bytheend of theyear no
suchamendments had been made. In February the RS
parliament adopted a law establishing amulti-ethnic
ombudsperson institution. In June a new Criminal Code
was passed by the RS parliament which nolonger
provided for the death penalty

Minority returns
According to figures published by the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), more than
60,000 registered minority returnstook place during
2000. Following acomprehensive registration
exercise in the Federation and RS, the number of
internally displaced people and refugees at the end of
2000 was placed at around 500,000 and 700,000
respectively, as compared to around 830,000 and
60,000at theend of 1999

Thissignificantincrease in the number of returns
was primarily caused by the massive and spontaneous
return of displaced people to destroyed housing,
mostly outside urban areas. International monitors
remained concerned that returns to town and city
centreswere proceedingslowly, if at all, primarily as a
result of the failure to implement property legislation
Statistics on the implementation of property legislation
compiled by various international organizations on the
basis of information providedby local authorities,
showed that by the end of 2000, 50 per cent of claims in
the Federation had been resolvedbutinonly 21 percent
of cases had the property been repossessed by the pre-
war owner or occupant. Statistics for the RS were even
worse: only 24 per cent of claims had been resolved and
only nine per cent had resulted in repossession. In
September, the High Repr , appointed by the
UN Security Council to oversee the civilian
implementation of the Dayton Peace Agreement,
removed 15 government officials from office for ther
obstructionto the return process

Many of the spontaneous returns proved
unsustainable because of a lack of funding for the
reconstruction of housing and infrastructure.
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In addition to social and economic obstacles,
returnees also continued to face violence in many
areas of the country
In Bijeljinaand Janja municipalities in the RS,
Bosniac returnees and residents had explosives and
stonesthrown at their houses and weresubjected to
physical assaults in February and June. Police
reportedly failed to protect them and although
investigations against suspected perpetrators were
launched, international observers noted that these
were not conducted diligently or thoroughly and that
the charges which were eventually brought did not
reflect the seriousness of the attacks. Furtherattacks
took place inOctober and November.

&3 InSrebrenica, alsoin the RS, several houses of
Bosniacreturnees wereseton firein May, June and)uly.
&3 AverytensesituationdevelopedinBrekotownin
October, after a demonstration by Serb secondary
school students protesting against sharing education
facilities with Bosniac students turned violent. Bosniac
houses and shops in the town were reportedly
vandalized following the demonstrations which then led
to counter-demonstrations by Bosniacstudents. District
policeofficers allegedly did not takeappropriate action
to preventand respond to the violence, which to a large
degree appeared to be organized.

Prosecutions for war crimes
Intemnational Criminal Tribunal forthe formerYugoslavia
Anumber of trials before the International Criminal
Tribunalfor the former Yugoslavia (Tribunal) were
concluded
In January, five Bosman Croats were convicted of
crimes against humanity in connection with thekilling
of over 100 Bosniaccivilians in the central Bosnian
village of Ahmiéi in 1993. They received sentences
ranging fromsix to 25 years' imprisonment.
&3 InMarch, another Bosnian Croat, General Tihomir
Blaski¢, the highest-ranking army commandertried by
the Tribunal to date, wasfoundguilty of war crimes
and crimes against humanity committedin the Lasva
Ruver valley in central Bosmia. He was sentenced to 45
years'imprisonment, the longest sentence handed
down so far

Anumber of trials before the Tribunal were
continuing at the end of the year.
&3 In March Bosnian Sert General Radislav Krsti¢ —
accused of planning and ordering the killing of
thousands of Bosniac men and boysaafter the fall of the
former UN protected enclave of Srebrenica— became
the first persontogo on trial before the Tribunal on
charges of genocide.
&3 Alsoin March the trial began of three Bosnian Serb
paramilitary commanders accused of crimes against
humanity in Fo¢a (now renamed Srbinje and in the RS).
Ths trial was expected to set legal precedents in
prosecutions for sexual crimes againstwomen,
Dragoljub Kunarac, Radomir Kova¢ and Zoran Vukovi¢
wereaccused, along with five other Bosnian Serbs, of
the rape and sexual enslavement of Bosniac women
and girls who were held in detention in Foéaor nearby
towns.
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©3 InOctober Bosnian Serb Milorad Krnojelac wenton
trial on charges of warcrimes committed in Fo¢a

prison

&3 The trial of Bosman Croats Dario Kordi¢ and Mario
Cerkez continued for a second year. Both stand accused
of war crimes against the Bosniac populationin the
LasvaRuver valley and were originally included in a
larger indictment together with Tihomir Blaski¢ and
Zlatko Aleksovski, who eventually wenton trial
separately.

Arrests

Stabilization Forces (SFOR) arrested four war crimes
suspectsduring theyear, including the former RS
presidency member Mom¢ilo Kraji$nik, who had been
secretly indicted for genocide, crimes against humanity
and war crimes committed in a large numberof
municipalities throughout Bosnia-Herzegovina The
arrest of Bosnian Serb Mitar Vasiljevi¢ in January in
Visegrad in the eastern RS revealed the existence of a
previously sealed indictment for crimes under
nternational law committed in that town. In November
the Tribunal's Prosecutorrevealed that two other
Bosnian Serbs, Milan and Sredo je Luki¢, were included
in the same indictment.

Afifth arrest attempt by SFOR in October in
Foca/Srbinje resultedin thedeathof Jankojanji¢, who,
after SFOR soldiers had entered his flat, reportedly
detonated a hand grenade and killed himself. He had
beencharged jointly with Dragoljub Kunarac, Radomir
KovatandZoranVukovi¢.

InMarch, Croatia transferred Mladen Naletili¢, a
Bosnian Croat indicted for warcrimes in Mostar, to the
Tribunal's custody, following lengthy judicial
proceedings toestablish his fitness to travel
Domestic prosecutions
In the Federation there were a number of domestic
criminal proceedings against people accused of war
crimes, following clearance to proceed from the
Tribunal's Prosecutor under the "Rules of the Road”
procedure which was established to ensure that
domestic prosecutions would not bebroughtonan
arbitrary basis. Some of these trials posed significant
challenges for local courts which wererequired to
impartially and independently prosecute members of
their own ethnic group for crimes committed during
the war.

&3 In January, the public prosecutor for Herzegovina-
NeretvaCantonindictedfiveBosnian Croats for war
crimesincluding the "disappearances” of Bosnmac
soldiersin 1993. However, eventhoughthe Office of the
High Representative had urged the arrest of the five
suspects, who reportedly appeared in public in Mostar
regularly, the police failed to arrest them. In August and
October, three of them gave themselves up to the
police. In November trial proceedings began, with two
of the accused being tried in absentia.

Other criminal trials revealed that the authorities
wereaware of human rights violations committed by
groups under their control but failed to investigate
them adequately or to prosecute the perpetrators.

&3 InOctober and November appeal hearings were
conducted in the case of Edin Garaplija, aformerofficer
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in the Bosnian secret police. In November hewas
convicted after the charges againsthim were changed to
ill-treatment in the course of duty and his sentence was
reduced to sevenyears’ imprisonment. Hehad been
sentenced in 1997 to 13 years' imprisonment for
abduction and attempted murder of another police
officer. In1996 Edin Garaplijahadbeenordered by his
superior officer to detain and question amember of a
paramiitary unitknown as the Seve. After several days
of questioning the suspectmade an attempt toescape
during which Edin Garaplija reportedly shot and
wounded him. During subsequent investigations and
trial proceedings into the incidentin 1997, Edin
Garaplija claimed that he was instructedby his superiors
toremain silent about his investigation or he would lose
his life. He had not been allowed to be present when his
appeal was heard by the Federation Supreme Court in
1998, in breach of international fair trial standards.

The Human Rights Chamber —which together with the
Ombudsperson’s Office forms the national Commission
on Human Rights, created under the Dayton Peace
Agreement—ruled inJuly 2000 that appeal proceedings
in the case of Edin Garaplija should be renewed so he
could present newevidence to the Supreme Courtin
person. During appeal hearings in October and
November Edin Garaplija presented the Supreme Court
with a detailed account of the findings of his
investigations in 1996, which Implicated various former
members of the Seveand serving government officials in
criminal activities, including human rights violations.
However, no criminal investigations had been launched
into these allegations by the end of 2000.

Attacks on the independent media

Journalists critical of the government and leading
political officials or those connected with them were
attacked, threatened with death and prosecuted for
libel. The Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE) reported in April thatsince the end of
1999, b6scases had beenregistered where journalists’
civilrights hadbeenviolated, many in Marchand April
during the period running up to municipal elections. By
August an OSCE helpline, established in May for
journalists subjected to such persecution, was reported
to have registered some 39 new incidents in both the
Federation and the RS.

In June Edin Avdi¢, a reporter for the Sarajevo-
based independent weekly S/obodna Bosna, was
beaten by twounidentifiedmen in front of his house in
Sarajevo. Edin Avdi¢ had been threatened a week
earlier by a local businessman affiliated with the
governing Bosniac political party, the Party of
Democratic Action, because he had criticized the
cultural policies of that party. The assailants reportedly
repeated the earlier message and also delivered a death
threat. A police investigation into the attacks was
launched immediately but had not been concluded by
the end of the year.

3 In JuneRS police arrested five men thought to have
beeninvolved In the attack on Zeljko Kopanja, editor of
the Bosnian Serb independent newspaper Nezavisne
novine, who lost both legs in a car bomb attack in
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October 1999. All five were released within days
without charge

‘Disappearances’

According to the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) more than 17.500 people remaned
unaccounted for, including 280 detained prisoners
registered by ICRC during the war who subsequently
“disappeared”.

Exhumations continued by both Federationand RS
government commissions on missing persons,
especially in eastern RS. The Federation commission
exhumed more than 4,000 remains, half of whom were
identified. The RS exhumed several hundred bodies.
Serious problems persisted with the identification and
storage of bodies and as aresult the RS authorities
buried more than 400 unidentified bodies in October

Some local authorities actively obstructed the
preservation of sites thought to contain mass graves.
3 In Sultanoviéi, eastern RS, a plot of land holding
fourmass graves and containing 360 bodies wasused
by nearby Zvornik municipality as a rubbish dump for
more than six months. Although the authorities
eventuallystopped dumping their rubbish there, they
failed to clear up the waste already accumulated, which
had reportedlyseepedinto the soil and damaged the
bodies buried there.

Al country report and visits

Report

« Bosnia-Herzegovina: Waiting on the doorstep —
minority returns to eastern Republika Srpska (Al Index:
EUR 63/007/2000)

Visits

Alvisited Bosnia-Herzegovina in March and April to carry

out research into minornty returns.
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FEDERATIVE REPUBLICOF BRAZIL

Head of state and government: Fernando Henrique
Cardoso

Capital: Brasilia

Population: 170 million

Official language: Portuguese

Death penalty:abolitionist forordinary crimes
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the
involvement of children in anmed conflict; Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court

The systematic use of torture and ill- treatment
continued in police stations, prisons and juvenile
detention centres. Therewere no reported
convictions for torture. Conditions for common
criminal prisoners and juvenile detainees constituted
ill-treatment. Deaths in custody were rarely, if ever,
investigated or documented. Killings by police and
“death squads” linked tothe security forces
increased, especially in urban centres. Land reform
activists and indigenous people involved in land
disputes were harassed, assaulted and killed both by
military police and by gunmen hired by local
landowners, with the apparentacquiescenceofthe
police and the authorities. Human rights defenders
were threatened and attacked.

orture and 1ll-treatment were routinely |n!|icled by

bothmilitary police during arrests and by civil police in
overcrowded police stations. Beatings asa means of
extracting confessions, extortion or maintaining
control were regularly reported, and electro-shock
torture, the so-called "parrot’s perch” and other forms
of torture were used with impunity. Prison guards used
beatings and intimidation to control long-term
detainees. Few allegations of torture were ir d,

thie prisoners. Public prosecutors working on the case
received several telephoned threats, warning them to
abandonthe prosecution

&3 In April, Al delegates visited the Lemos Brito
prison inSalvador, Bahia state. They were unable to
complete the visit as the director and prison guards
refused to let them speak to the prisoners alone, and
military police insisted on filming all conversations,
claiming this was for the delegates’ security. When
delegates asked thereasonforstashes of ironbarsand
sticksat the guards'desk, the director said they were
purely to uncover potential escape tunnels hidden
behind posters inthe prisoners' cells

Deaths in custody

There were numerous deaths in custody. Some resulted
fromexcessive use of force by guardsand military and
civil police officers, who were often poorly trained and
outnumbered duringprisonriots and disturbances.
Otherprisoners died as a result of inadequate medical
care and inadequate protection against violence from
other inmates

3 On n February2000AdroaldoAraujowas arrested
n Sao Félixdo Xingu, Parastate, followinga knife fight
He was detained by the military police and taken to the
local police station, where his injuries were inspected
bya male nurse, who authorized his continued
detention. AdroaldoAraujowas left in his cell. and was
founddead the next morning, having bled to death. The
case was Investigated by military police from the same
jurisdiction. No criminal charges were brought,
although one police sergeant and the nurse were found
culpable of professional negligence

Children in detention

The 1oth anniversary of the Children and Adolescents
Statute (ECA) was marked by the continued
deterioratton of the juvenile detention system.Reports
ofwidespreadtorture, ill-treatment, intimidation and
deaths in custody were compounded by the use of
excessive force by military police and prison guards
during riots and disturbances

and many injuries were attributed to “resisting arrest”
Many police suspected of practising torture were
transferred toother postings and very few were
prosecuted under the anti-torture law. By the end of
2000 there had beenno reported convictions under
this law

& On28)uly, a prison inspection in the Public Jail in
the city of Sorocaba, Sao Paulostate, discovered that a
number of prisoners had knives hidden in their cells
The prisoners wereforced to walk, in their underpants,
between tworows of policemen, while beingbeaten
withsticks, broomhandles and electricity cables,
punched and kicked. Sixteen of the prisonerswere
found on later medical inspection to have suffered
severe injuries. Unusually, the public prosecutor’s
office charged 25 civil policemen and prison guards
under the anti-torture law. However, the police and
prisonguards remained in active service within the
same prison, where they reportedly continued to beat
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Ju | onunits runby the
Foundation for the Well-Being of Minors (FEBEM) in Sao
Paulostate continued to suffer cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment; large-capacity units were
extremely overcrowded and had poor sanitation and
little or no educational facilities. Arebellionon 10
November in Paralheiros FEBEM Unit was the 28th such
uprisingduring 2000 in FEBEM unitsin the state. Two
juveniledetainees were tortured after they met the UN
Special Rapporteur on torture during his visit to the
Francoda Rocha unit on 23 August. In July Al released a
reporton the juveniledetention system in the state of
Sao Paulo, documentingnot only abuses suffered by
detainees, but also the legal battle waged by the state
authoritiesagainst attempts to force them to bring
FEBEM up to the minimum standards required by the ECA.

Extrajudicial executions and ‘death squads’
Deaths resulting from excessive use of force by police,
or in circumstances suggesting extrajudicial executions,
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continued. "Death squads”, acting with the participation
or collusion of the police, continued tooperateina
number of states, including Acre, Bahia, Espirito Santo,
Goias, Rio de Janeiro and Rio Grande do Norte. Moves to
reform Rio de Janeiro’s notorious police forces were
undermined when political support was withdrawn,
reportedly after hard-line elements within the police
exertedpressure on the state authorities.
In Rio de Janeiro, two survivors of the 1993
Candelaria massacre, when eight street children were
killed by a "death squad", suffered violent deaths. On 12
June, Sandro do Nascimento hijacked a bus in Rio de
Janeiro and held a number of people hostage, at
gunpoint, for several hours. Police shot and injured
him, then took him to hospital in a police car. He was
found dead on arrival, as a result of strangulation. Five
police officersaccusedof involvement in his killing had
preventive detention orders revoked by a judge, but
the state public prosecutor’s office appealed against
that ruling and sought to bring them to trial.
ElizabethCristinadeOliveiraMaia was shot dead
outside her home on 26 September, just before giving
evidence at the appeal hearing of one of the military
policeaccused of involvement in the Candelaria
massacre. Her murder suggested the involvement of a
“death squad”, and increased the fears of other
witnesses in "death squad” trials.
TheofficeofSaoPaulo’s police Ombudsman
published a study on the use of lethal force by the
police in the state during 1999. The study showed,
among other things, that 56 percent of those killed had
no previous criminal record, 51 per cent were shot in
the back and 54 per cent wereblack.
&3 Joao Elizio Lima Pessoa was driving to his home in
Aguas Lindas, Goias state, on 7 February. The road was
blocked by rocksand when he tried to clear them he
was shot dead. His wife was also shot, but survived.
Joao Elizio LimaPessoahad been working with the
Public Security Community Council, investigating
"death squad” killings in the region. The authorities
broughtin police fromother areas to investigate the
killing, but Al continued to receive information about
“death squad”activities.

Human rights defenders

Human rights defenders continued to suffer
harassment, death threats, public defamation and
killings. Those working in rural areas were especially
vulnerable to attacks fromgunmenhired by
landowners, often with the acquiescence of the police.

Offices of police Ombudsmen, recently setupina
number of states, also came under increasing pressure,
as moves were made to weaken their mandate in
several states.

The implementation of a new federal witness program
in July 1999 gave little security to those prepared to
testify against police or local officials as it lacked the
necessary financial support and political backing. Few
places were offered to witnesses, and some potential
witnesses werekilled, especially those testifyingin high
profile casessuch as the Federal Parliamentary
Commussion of Inquiry into drug trafficking.
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&3 Valdénia Aparecida Paulino, ahumanrights lawyer
working in Sao Paulo, received several anonymous
threatsafter she took up the cases of José Nunes da
Silva and Ednaldo Gomes, reportedly killed by military
police in Sao Paulo on 31 March 1999. Marcio Celestino
da Silva, whowitnessed the shooting of the two men,
wasdetainedby police in June 1999 and held forfour
months. He was beaten, subjected to electricshock
torture, and ordered to withdraw histestimony. He was
forced to gointohiding as he continued to receive
threats

&3 InBelem, Para state, police Ombudswoman Rosa
Marga Roth was taken to court by a police chief who
was the main suspect in a torture case. The police chief
accused her of crimes including libel and tampering
with a witness. At the end of 2000 she faced twocourt
cases.

Violence over land rights

Conlflictover land rights continued to generate
violence, as land activists were harassed, threatened
andkilled by military police carrying out evictions, or
policing demonstrations. They were also attacked by
gunmen hired by landowners, with the apparent
acquiescence of the police authorities.

On g September Sandoval Alves de Lima was shot
dead in the street, in the municipalityof Sapé, Paraiba
state. He was one of the leaders of a land occupation at
the Fazenda Antasestate in the neighbouring
municipality of Sobardo. The gunman shouted out as he
escaped on horseback that there wereseveral more
names on his death list. The gunman was 1dentified by
several witnesses as being an employee of a local
businessman with close links to the owner of the
Fazenda Antas estate.

Eldorado de Carajas massacre

3 The 1999 trial of 153 Parastate military police
officers, charged with aggravated homicide for killing 19
landless peasants in Eldorado de Carajas in April 1996,
was closed by the stateappealscourtin April. The
presidingjudge stepped down and a retrial was set to
begininearly 200:. Al delegates met survivors of the
massacre in April and weretold that of 69 wounded
survivors, 20 were severely injured and some still had
bullets in their bodies. Two survivors died during 2000,
one froma bulletlodged in his head.

Corumbiara massacre

InSeptember, 12 military policeand two land
activistsweretriedfor the killing of 10 land activists
and two military policeofficers, in Corumbiara,
Rondonia state, in August 199s. All but three of the
military police were acquitted for lack of evidence
Other people, including a local landowner, reportedly
implicated in the crimes werenever brought to trial
Thetwoland activists were convicted of the murder of
twomilitary police officers, despite the apparent
absence of any evidence proving their individual
criminal responsibility Thepaucity ofthe police
investigation and the apparent prejudice of the public
prosecutor’s office raised doubts as to the validity of
the verdicts. Appeals against all the verdicts were
lodged
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Indigenous peoples

Indigenous peoples protesting over land rightssuffered
threats, harassment and assaults by gunmen hired by
local landowners, working with the acquiescence of the
police and local authorities. Many indigenous peoples
alsosuffered injuries as aresult of excessive force used
by military police during public demonstrations

On 13 January up toso heavily armed gunmen
(pistolerros) in military uniforms converged on the
village of Potrero Guagu, Paranhos municipality,
burning most of the 35 housesand many of the villagers'
belongings. They reportedly raped several women and
beat other villagers including a two-year-old child.
Thirtyofthe villagers, members of the Guarani-
Nhandevaindigenous community, were reportedly
forced onto a truck and taken away, in an attempt to
clear them off the land. Although the villagers returned
to therr land with the help of the Federal Police, they
continued torecetve threats.

On 22 April, thesooth anniversary of the
Portuguese arrival in Brazil, the Bahia state military
police reportedly used excessiveforce to prevent
protesters reaching Porto Seguro, where official
celebrations were taking place. The police used tear
gas, rubber bullets and baton charges to break up two
peaceful marches, injuring 34 protesters and
temporarily detaining over 140 others.

Al country reports and visits
Reports
« Brazil: A waste of lives, FEBEM juvenile detention
centres, Sao Paulo — A human rights crisis, nota public
securityissue (Al Index:AMR 19/014./2000)
« Brazil: Policeviolence and the 500th anniversary (Al
Index: AMR 19/029/2000)
Visits
Al delegates visited Brazil in March and April, and again
in November. During thesevisits they covered six
different states, visiting prisons, police stations and
women's detention centres. They took partin a meeting
ofover 100 indigenous peoples, priorto the 500th
y celebrations. Delegates also observed a trial
and met politicians, non-governmental organizations and
victims of torture.
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REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

Head of state: PetarStoyanov

Head of government: lvan Kostov

Capital: Sofia

Population: 8.2 million

Official language: Bulgarian

Deathpenalty: abolitionistfor all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications: Optional Protocol to the UN
Women's Convention

There were numerous reports ofill-treatment and
torture by law enforcement officials. Members of the
Romani community, who suffered widespread
discrimination, were frequently the target of such
human rights violations, which were committed with
virtual impunity. Law enforcementofficials
continued to use firearms in circumstances
prohibited by international standards, resulting in
deaths and injuries. Conditions in some institutions
formentally handicapped children amounted to
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. Restrictions
on theright tofreedom of expression continued to be
imposed.

Torture/ ill-treatment

lI-treatment and torture by the police continued to be
widespread. Most incidents occurred during police
nvestigations into complaints, when criminal suspects
were apprehended or within the first few hours of
custody.

&3 In January a police officer beat Gencho Tonchev, a
local businessman, and his son Tihomir in
Dimitrovgrad police station. GenchoTonchev suffered
two brokenribs.

In March, a group of armed border police and
immigration officers boarded the ship Olga/. which had
been impounded and held in Burgas harbour for two
years. The officers beat nine seamen from Ghana with
truncheons and kicked them.

Investigations

The authorities did not provide Al withreports of
investigations into cases of torture and ill-treatment,
casting doubt on their conduct.

&3 The authorities have still not made public the
autopsyreporton Zaharie Aleksandrov Stefanov,

who died in detention in suspicious circumstances in
Juneg93.

Impunity

Changes to the Penal Procedure Code came into force
at the beginning of 2000 which included the possibility
of judicial review of refusals by prosecutors to initiate
investigations, and an opencourt process for
termination of criminal investigations by prosecutors.
The European Court of Human Rights ruled in May
that Bulgaria had violated the European Convention on
HumanRightsin thecaseofAnya Velikova. Anya
Velikova's husband, Slavcho Tsonchev, died of internal
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bleedingafter being beaten in police detention in
Pleven on 25 September 1994, 12 hours after his arrest
on suspicion of theft. In December 1994 the Pleven
military prosecutor decided not to indict any police
officers. The European Courtfound that the Bulgarian
authorities had violated the right to life, and that they
had failed to provide Anya Velikova with an effective
judicial remedy by failing to conduct an effective
investigation.

Discrimination against Roma

Incidents of police brutality against Roma were reported
against a background of extreme poverty for many
Romani communities, as well as rising social tensions
frequently incited by racist discrimination. In the village
of Mechka near Pleven, the murder in early April of an
ethnic Bulgarian man prompted acampaign by ethnic
Bulgarian villagers toexpel all the Romaniinhabitants.
Thevillagemayorinstituteda ban on Romabeing served
nvillage shops or grazing their animals on village land
Police officersacted to prevent threatened acts of
violence, yettheywerereported tobe randomly
detainingseveral Romani men each dayfor 24-hour
periods. In September, in thevillageof Bukovets, Vidin
region, agroupof around 2o villagers severely beat four
young Romani men who were suspected of stealingcorn.
€3 Tsvetalin Perov, a 16-year-old Romani boy,
sustained severe burns in Vidin police headquarters in
April. The boy, who suffers fromepilepsy and learning
difficulties, was well known to the police. He alleged
that he was beaten unconscious by a police officer and,
when the pain of the fire brought him round, the same
officer was standing over him. Police officers clarmed
that Tsvetalin Perov set himself alight with a cigarette
lighter, but no cigarette lighter was found at the scene
and his clothes disappeared before they could be
forensically examined. The severity of the burns makes
1t likely thatan accelerant such as petrol or lighter fuel
had been used

Use of firearms by police

No attempts were made to reform the lLaw on National
Police which permuts the use of firearms in circumstances
prohibited by international standards. Investigations
into police shootings were usually terminated as a result
of police actions being deemed lawful. Theauthonities
failed toprovide information on investigations into most
of the cases previously raised by Al.

In July in Sofia a police patrol arrested 19-year-old
Traicho DimitrovLyubomirovina friend's house. He
wasreportedly handcuffed and takenaway. Several
hours later his body was taken to the morgue with a
bullet wound to his head. A police sourcereportedly
claimed that the young Rom had been apprehended
while attemptingtosteal a car, that he had attacked a
policeofficer and tried to take away his gun, and that
the officer had fired the gun inadvertently

3 InMay Atanas Djambazov, a 14-year-old Romani
boy, climbed into a wine factory in Sliven with three
friends inorder to stealwoodenpalletsfor firewood. A
police office guarding the factory shot Atanas
Djambazov twice as he tried to climb back over the wall.
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He was hitinthe face and the right arm, and collapsed
The police officer allegedly failed to help himor to
report the incident. Atanas D jambazov'sfriends took
him home and he was hospitalized.

Conditions in homes for handicapped children
Virtually all the handicapped children in permanent
care in state institutions, who numbered at least 2,200,
lived in conditions of extreme neglect. They were
frequently deprived of food and basic care, as well as
lacking attention to medical and educational needs
Such conditions amount to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. Research conducted by the Bulgarian
Helsinki Commuttee, a local human rights organization,
revealed that the state budget for these institutions was
so inadequate that the children could only be fed with
the help of charitable donations. The conditions in the
home for handicapped children in Fakia, in the Burgas
region, weredescribed by both its administrator and
independentmonitors as life-threatening. In August,
threechildren died of dysentery in the home for
handicapped children in Medven. An inquiry by
independent monitors established serious deficiencies
inhygiene, administration and medical services.

Restrictions on freedom of expression

In March the National Assembly amended the Penal
Codeand abolished imprisonment for defamation,
although itincreased the fines available as punishment
and maintained special protectionfor public officials
Alhad urged the authorities to amend the Penal Code,
after numerous prosecutions of journalists for
criticizing public officials. Other provisions of the Penal
Code continued to be used to detain people exercising
their right to freedom of expression.

In July, in Pleven, police detained Alexander
Kandjov, alocal political activist, for four days. He had
collected signatures on a petition calling for the
resignation of the Minister of Justice, and describing
him as "the top idiot of the judiciary”. Alexander
Kandjov was charged with aggravated hooliganism. His
trial opened but had not concluded by the end of 2000

Forcible exile

In January, six foreign nationals, who were reportedly
Islamic clerics, were expelled from the country for
preachingwithout a licence, under a legal provision
which had been pronounced invalid by the
Constitutional Courtin 1992. In August the authorities
deported to Jordan Ahmad Naim Mohammed Musa, a
director of an Islamic charity, for endangering "the
security and the interests of the country”. Ahmad Musa
had spent most of the past 16 years in Bulgaria, and his
wife and three children all have Bulgarian citizenship
Al considered that Ahmed Musa was forciblyexiled,
apparently because of hisreligiousbeliefs, in violation
of international standards

International organizations

InJanuary the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary
Assembly closed the procedure monitoring Bulgara’s
fulfilment of the commitments it made upon joining the
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Council ofEurope. However, rapporteurs notedasan
outstanding concern "continuing police brutality,
particularly as regards Roma”. They alsourgedthe
government to take anumber of steps including the
provisionof better guaranteesfor the independence of
thejudiciary andthemedia They called for special
attention to be given to the recruitment policy, traiming
and motivation of police officers, codes of conduct,
psychological counselling of fieldofficers and their
awarenessof human rights issues.

Al country reports

« Bulgaria: The shooting of Atanas Djambazov, a 14-
year-old Roma boy (Al Index: EUR 15/001/2000);

* Bulgaria: Tsvetalin Perov, a 16-year-old Roma boy
severely burned in police detention (Al Index: EUR
15/003/2000)

BURKINA FASO

BURKINA FASO

Head of state: Blaise Compaoré

Head of government: EmestYonli (replaced Kadré
Désiré Ouédraogo in November)

Capital: Ouagadougou

Population: 10.9 mitlion

Official language: French

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

Pressurefromall sectors of societyon the
government to end impunity for past human rights
violations led to the arrest of dozens of people, some
of whom were ill-treated. Three presidential security
officials were convicted in connection with the death
in January 1998 of David Ouédraogo. Charges
against the President’s brother in connection with
the death were dropped. There was no progress in
bringing to justice those responsible for the killing in
December 1998 of Norbert Zongoand histhree
companions.

Background
In September the ruling party of President Blaise
Compaoré, the Congrés pourlademocratieetle
progreés, Congress for Democracy and Progress, wonan
overwhelming majority in much delayed local
government elections. The elections wereboycotted by
the more significant opposition parties who felt that
political reforms, including the introduction of
proportional representation, had not addressed the
overridingneed to strengthen democracy

In April a three-day general strike was called to
protest against the use of force by police which had left
30 demonstrators injured. The strike led to the arrest of
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several prominent leadersof the Collect!f
d'organisations democratiques de masse et de partis
politiques(Collect:/), a coalition of opposition political
parties, human rights organizations, tradeunions, and
journalists’ and students’ organizations. The Collectif,
which called the strike, had been formed to campaign
forthoseresponsible for the death in December 1998 of
independentjournalist NorbertZongotobebrought to
Justice. Other strikesand protests, which largely
focused on demands for ending impunity, took place
throughout the year Talksbetween the government
and the Collecufbroke down in June.

Following the death in December of Flavien Nébié, a
12-year-old student, when the security forces opened
fire on a small demonstration in Boussé, all public
demonstrations werebanned. Eventsplanned to
commemorate the death of Norbert Zongo, including
the International Festival on Freedom of the Press and
Expression in West Africa, werealso banned and more
thansofestival participants travelling from Ghana
were prevented fromenteringthecountry.Thosewho
tried to visit NorbertZongo'sgrave weredispersed by
the security forces using tear gas.

Impunity
Civil society, including human rights groups and the
political opposition, continued to demand an end to
impunity for past human rights violations.
NorbertZongo
No one was arrested or charged in connection with the
deaths of Norbert Zongo and three others in December
1998, despite the recommendation of an Independent
Commission of Inquiry in May 1999 that judicial
proceedings be instituted against sixnamed suspects,
and the appointment of a judge to investigate the case.
The Commussion had concluded that Norbert Zongo had
beenkilled for purely political reasons, including his
investigationinto the death of David Ouédraogo
David Ouédraogo
Five people were finally brought to trial in August for
the death in custody, as a result of torture, of David
Ouédraogoin January 1998. David Ouédraogo,
chauffeur of Frangois Compaoré, presidential adviser
and brother of the President, had been arrested with
twoother employees, accused of having stolen alarge
amount of money from their employer. Franco1s
Compaoré wascharged in January 1999 with the murder
of David Ouédraogo and with harbouring the body. In
1999 the Criminal Appeal Court in Ouagadougou had
ruled that it was not competent to hear the case against
him and referred it to a military court. The charges were
subsequently dropped

In August, five members of the Régiment dela
sécurite présidentielle, the presidential security force,
were tried by the military court in Ouagadougou on
charges of assault occasioning death. One of the
defendants wasreported to have admitted that he had
ill-treated David Ouédraogo, but sought to justify this
by statingthat he wasseeking information about an
alleged coup plot. Frangois Compaoreé testified in court,
but his statement was challenged by defence lawyers
because dates he gave conflicted with those confirmed
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by other witnesses. The President’s personal chief of
staff, Colonel Gilbert Dienderé, sought forgiveness
before the court for what happened, but refused to
accept responsibility

Threeof the defendants were convicted —two were
sentenced to 20 years imprisonment and one received
a10-year sentence —and the other two were acquitted
The three defendants who wereconvicted and one of
those acquitted were amongthesixsuspectsinthe
murder of Norbert Zongo named bythe Independent
Commission of Inquiry

In May, the magistrate investigating the separate
legal case concerning the theft in which David
Ouédraogo was implicated alleged that statements
presented to the court had been fabricated and named
Warrant Officer Abdoulaye Semdé as among those
responsible. One month later, Abdoulaye Semdé died,
apparently as a result of asudden iliness. The lack of
autopsy or other investigation into his death led to
suspicion that he may have been killed to prevent him
revealing evidence.

Other cases

The widow of former President Thomas Sankara lodged
acomplaint against persons unknown before the
Criminal Appeal Court concerning her husband's death
Thomas Sankara and at least 12 others were killed
duringthe coupin 1987 which brought President
Compaoré to power In January, the Courtre jectedthe
case saying that it was a military matter. The family
intended topursue the case before the Supreme Court

Other deaths in custody or in suspicious
circumstances, including those of university teacher
Guillaume Sessoumain 1989 and opposition leader
Clément Ouédraogoin 1991, remained unresolved.

The trial of a gendarme, who was accused of
responsibility for the deaths of two school students in
Garango in 1995, opened in December. Thetrial was
adjourned because the legal dossier was incomplete;
the gendarme, who hadneverbeenarrested, remained
atliberty.

Mamadou Kéré

On to June, the Naabe Tigré of Tenkodogo, a powerful
traditional chief, ordered the punishment by beating of
MamadouKéréand reportedly did notinterveneto
prevent his death. Mamadou Kéré had apparently
criticized the inactivity of the ruling party. His criticism
was perceived as disrespectfulbecause the Naabe
Tigre's son was the elected parliamentary
representative. The chiefwas charged with not helping
apersonindanger, held onlybriefly, but remained free
pending trial. Some 20 people accused of causing the
death were imprisoned at the Maisond arrét et de
correction de Ouagadougou{(MACO) awating trial.

Arrests and ill-treatment of political opponents
Six leading members of the Collectifwere arrested and
ill-treated in April including Halidou Ouédraogo,
President of the Collectifand also of the Mouvement
burkinabé des droits de I'homme et des peuples,
Burkinabé Movement for Human and Peoples' Rights;
Tolé Sagnon, Vice-President of the Collectif. Pierre
Bidima; and Etienne Traoré. All were held at the

Amnesty International Report 2001

Direction de la compagnie d'intervention rapide(DCIR),
thepolicerapid deployment force headquarters,
denied visits and had their heads shaved. All six were
subsequently released without charge.

Following the death of Flavien Nébié on 6 December,
15 local members of the Collectifwere arrested. The
school student died when the security forces opened
fire on a crowd who reportedly began to throw stones
when their attempt to present a petition critical of
proposed educational reforms to the local government
representative was met with a closed door. The
authorities accused the Collectif ofbeing responsible
for the unrest which resulted in the security forces’
intervention, and even claimed that the Collectif was
therefore responsible for Flavien Nébié's death
Collectifmembers weretaken to the gendarmerie in
Ouagadougou where they were held without charge or
trial for up to 21 days; the last four were released on 27
December. The authorities have stated thatan
investigation has beenstarted to establish
responsibility for the death of Flavien Nébié.

During December other attacks against the Collectif
were carried out by local militia. In Koudougou,
Mohamed Sawadogo, the local president of the
Collecti, wasreportedly briefly detained and
interrogated by armed supporters of Hermann
Yaméogo, leader of apolitical party, because he
suspected the Collectifof destroying some of his
property. In Fada N'Gourma, Etienne Convolbo, a local
representative of the teachers’ union and member of
the Collectil, was detained, beatenand expelled from
his home town by armed supporters of the mayor. Some
memberorganizations of the Collectif publicly
complainedthat the security forces had seemed
unwilling to intervene to protect their members.

Students

In response to five months of strikes which also focused
on calls for anend to impunity, the authorities closed
the university in Ouagadougou on 6 October. The
Association nationale des étudiants burkinabé (ANEB),
National Association of Burkinabé Students, demanded
its reopening and arranged a meeting with school
pupils to gather support for their action. Asa result,
aroundso students, including Souleymane Kologo,
ANEB's President, were arrested and held at the DCIR.
They were heldfor four days and had their heads
shaved before being released without charge. Some

10 other students were arrested for seeking permission
to hold a student meeting in a school and taken to the
gendarmerte on 23 October. They were all released
without charge during November.

Al country statement

* Burkina Faso: Cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment/Prisoners of conscience (Al Index: AFR
60/001/2000)
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BURUNDI

REPUBLICOFBURUNDI

Head of state and government: Pierre Buyoya
Capital: Bujumbura

Population: 6.6 million

Official languages: Kirundi, French

Death penalty: retentionist

Civil war continued throughout 2000, despite the
signing of a peace agreement in August. Hundreds of
unarmed civilians were killed by government armed
forces and armed opposition groups. Scoresof others
were arrested and tortured. Severai people
“disappeared” while in custody. Hundredsof

th dsofpeopl ined forcibly displaced
around the capital, mostly in appaliing conditions,
until August. Thousands of people remained in
detention without trial, some since 1993. Atleast 99
death sentenceswere passed and two soldiers were
executed.

Background
From late 1999 the level of violence and human rights
abuses escalated sharply. Both government forces and
armed opposition groups continued to derive support
from their allies in the regional conflictin the
Democratic Republicof the Congo (DRC). In August,
following intense international pressure, an Agreement
for Peace and Reconciliation in Burundi was signed in
Arusha, Tanzania Asthe date for the signature of the
agreement approached, violence intensified
throughout Burundi. By the end of 2000, the agreement
had not yet been implemented and two major armed
opposition groups had yet to join it

Possible reform of the Tutsi-dominated army
generated political tension. Some Tutsi-dominated
political organizations insisted that an army reformed
on ethnic lines could not protect them from the threat
of genocide, and they sought toundermine the peace
process. PAAmasekanya, a Tutsi"self-defence”
movement, and other groups with similar political
views, incited violentdisturbancesn Bujumbura
around the signature of the agreement. Members of PA
Amasekanyawere also reported 1o have been behind
an ambush in May near Gatumba, Rural Bujumbura, in
whichat least three members of the opposition political
party Front pour la Démocratse au Burundi (FRODEBU),
Front forDemocracyin Burundi, all Hutu, werekilled

Hundreds of civilians killed

Thearmed forces and armed opposition groups
continued to show complete disregard for human life,
acting with little or no accountability. On numerous
occasions, the armed opposition killed unarmed
civilians in reprisal for alleged collaboration with the
government or for failing to support them. Scores of
civilians were killed in ambushes. Humanitarian
workers were also attacked.
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One armed opposition group, the Forces nationales
de libération (FNL), National Liberation Forces,
concentrated on attacking Bujumbura and
consolidating positions around the city. A second
group, the ConseilNattonalpourla Défense dela
Démocratie-Forcespourla Défensede la Démocratie
(CNDD-FDD), National Council for the Defence of
Democracy-Forces for the Defence of Democracy,
increased its activity in the central, eastern and
southern border provinces, subjecting the local
population to acampaign of terror and intimidation
throughkilling, rape. kidnapping and theft.

3 OntOctober, members of an armed opposition
group, presumed to be the FNL, attacked the Cibitoke
and Mutakura districts of Bujumbura. Eleven people
werekilled, mostly Hutu, including one woman and her
four sons. The victims were singled out in what
appeared to be reprisal killings for supposed
collaboration with the government or because they had
refused to give money during the attack.

Hundreds of civilians, many of them elderly, women
or children, werekilled by government armed forces.
&3 Between 25 and 28 June, at least 44 unarmed
civilians were extrajudicially executed by soldiers in
Itabacommune, Gitega province, in reprisal for military
losses following clashes with the armed opposition
Mostwere killed with bayonets. Much of the local
population had already fled the area; itappears that
those who remained were considered to be members of
the armed opposition and killed

'Disappearances’

Detainees, particularly thosein military custody,
continued to be vulnerable to "disappearance”. A
number of new cases were reported.

3 One man, Bigirimana, "disappeared" following his
arrestat Kavumu regroupment camp, Rural Bujumbura,
by soldiers on 7 May. He wasaccused of throwing
stones during adisturbance at the camp after anarmy
search operation degenerated into alootingspreeby
soldiers. Bigirimana was taken to anearby military
position, where he was reportedly seriously beaten
Soldiers later denied that he had ever been held.
Several people whotried to stop thesoldierslooting
werearrested and charged with collaboration with
armed opposition groups. At least four others were
reportedlybeaten to death

Tortureremained a serious problem particularly in the
earlystagesof detention, and several people died as a
result.

&3 Diomede Buyoya, adomesticworker, died in
February at the Brigade spéciale de recherche(BSR), a
gendarmerie special investigation detention centre, in
Bujumbura. He was detained bya BSR investigating
officer who alleged|ly tortured him to death after he
had insulted the officer’s wife. The officer was arrested
and detained in Mpimba Central Prison, Bujumbura.
However, one month later all charges against the
officer weredropped on the instructions of the
Military Prosecutor’s Department and the officer
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returned to work in adifferent unit. No further
investigation took place

Refugees and internally displaced
Approximately 70,000 Burundians fled to Tanzania.
Mines laid on the border by the Burundian armed forces
prevented others from crossing the border. By the end
of 2000, around 330,000 people wereinternally
displaced within Burundi. Another 500,000, most of
whomhadbeen forcibly displacedin late 1999, had left
camps but were still vulnerable to hunger and disease.

Forcible ‘regroupment’
InSeptember 1999, following repeated attacks on
Bujumbura by the armed opposition, the government
forced morethan 290,000 mainly Hutu civilians to
leave their homes in Rural Bujumbura province and
enter ‘regroupment” camps. Conditions in the camps
were appalling

Follownginternational condemnation of the
regroupment policy, inearly June the government
announced that all ‘regroupment” camps would be
closed by the end of July. In the following days, three
camps close to Bujumbura were cleared by the security
forces withina matter of hours. Approximately 40,000
people were ordered abruptly toreturn tohomes which
in many cases had been destroyed by the warring
factions. No provision was made for the basic needs of
the returning population. By September, all camps had
been officially closed.

Refoulementfrom Burundi

In February, Janvier Rugema, InnocentByabagamba
and Fran¢ots Rukeba were arrested and forcibly
returned fromBurundi toRwanda,where they were at
riskof tortureand unfair trial. They had fled Rwanda
because they were suspected of having helped the
former speaker of the Rwandese National Assembly to
flee the country.

Political trials
Trials related to the political violence and massacres of
Tutsi which followed theigg3assassination of
President Melchior Ndadaye continued The
subsequent reprisal killings of Hutu have not been
investigated. Several thousand people remained in
detention awaiting trial, some since 1993. The fairness
of trials continued to be undermined by inadequate
time for the preparation of defencearguments,
constant deferrals and the denial of the righttoa full
appeal

In August, after more than three years' detention, the
verdictwas announced in a trial of political opponents
linked to the Parti pourle redressement national
(PARENA), National Recovery Party, and Solidarite
Jeunesse pour la défense des drons des minorités
(SOJEDEM), Youth Solidarity for the Defence of Minority
Rights. Thedefendants had beenaccused of
involvementin a plot to assassinate President Buyoya
Many were tortured. Six defendants received sentences
of 10 years'imprisonment and two were acquitted.
Another detainee who had been charged with a lesser
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offence had already been released. Just weeks after the
verdict, all but one of the convictedprisoners,
Emmanuel Manzi, aRwandese national, were
conditionally released.

The verdict in another trial of 25 people linked to
PARENA and SO JEDEM was announced in January. The
majority of defendants receivedsentences of between
10 and 15 years' imprisonment after being convicted of
plotting tothreatenstate security by forming an armed
group tooverthrow the government. During the trial, a
witness, OnésphoreMdayitwayeko, alleged that the
case had been fabricated by the Documentation
nationale, National Intelligence Agency, which is
directly responsible tothe Presidency, and that he had
been offered money to make incriminatingallegations.
An attempt toarrest him the day before he appeared in
courtwasfoiled. However, hewas arrested
immediately after testifyingin court and held at the
Documentation nationale, which has no legal power to
hold detainees, for one month before being
unconditionally released.

In November 1999, a grenade exploded in
Bujumbura’s main market, killing at leasttwo people
andinjuringmany more. The attack was attributed to
the FNLand in the weeks that followedscoresof people
werearrested by the armed forces and gendarmerie.
Themajority were eventually released, but it was
feared that a number may have died in detention or
"disappeared”. At least three of those arrested and
tortured during this period were on trial at the end of
theyear, accused of collaboration with the FNL.
Testimony extracted under torture formed part of the
prosecution’s case.

Children

Children have been particularly vulnerable to the
economic and social consequences of the war in
Burundi. Hundreds of children reportedly died of
malnutrition and preventablediseases in the
“"regroupment” camps. Both government and
oppositionarmed forces recruited children as
combatants. Over 100 children, some of them accused
of collaboration with armed opposition groups, were in
detention during 2000, and were atrisk of sexual abuse
fromother inmates. Some children have been held for
years without trial, including Antoine Hatungimana,
who wasarrestedin 1998 when he was approximately
12 and accusedof collaboration with armed opposition
groups.

Death penalty

During 2000,at least 97 people were sentenced to death
by civilian courts, mostly onchargesrelated to political
violence and killings in1993. Twosoldiers were
sentenced to death by military court and executed.
More than 350 people have been sentenced to death
since 1996, many after unfair trials and yearsin
detention. Nine people have been executed since 1997.
Military jurisdictions continued to show blatant
disregard for the rule of law.

&3 Napoléon Manirakiza, an army deserter, and
Sergeant René Rukemanganiziwere executed by firing
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squadon 19 October, justhoursafterbeing sentenced
to death by Gitega military court. Both had been
convicted of murders committed earlier in the month
They were denied legal representation and were not
allowed to appeal against their sentence.

In July 2000, the decision was finally taken to close
the isolation cells of Mpimba central prison Until then,
all prisoners under sentence of death in Mpimba were
heldin three tiny cells in appalling conditions, under a
punitiveregime.

Intergovernmental organizations

The Representative of the UN Secretary-General for
Internally Displaced Persons visited Burundi in
February. The UN Special Rapporteur on Burundi also
visited the country from 27 June to 7 uly. In her
subsequent interimreportshe condemned violations of
therighttolifeby state forcesand armed opposition
groups, and the frequent use of torture. The Special
Rapporteur was also highly critical of the policy of
“regroupment”, She drew attention to violations of
children’s rights, in particular thoseof girls

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
considered the initial report of Burundi in September
Although 1t noted efforts to bring domestic legislation
into line with the UN Children’s Convention, it
expressedstrong concernat abuses of children’s rights
particularly in refation to the conflict, through killings.
“regroupment”, torture and use by both government
and opposition forces of child soldiers.

In May, Burundi ratified the African Charter on the
Rightsand Welfare of the Child.

In November, the African Commission on Human and
Peoples’ Rights passed a resolution calling for
compliance with and the iImmediate implementation of
the Arusha Peace Agreement.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

+ Burundi: Protecting human righw — an intrinsic part of
the search for peace (Al Index:AFR 16/001/2000)

* Greatl.akes Region: Refugees denied protection (Al
Index: AFR 02/002/2000)

¢ Burund:: Conditions in “regroupment” camps — an
update (Al Index: AFR 16/013/2000)

Visits

An Al delegate visited Burundi in February to collaborate

with two human rights groups, the Association

burundaise pour ladéfensedes droits des prisonniers,

Burundian Association for the Defence of Prisoners

Rights, and the L/gue ITEKA, Burundian Human Rights

League, in the production of a video promoting their

work = Burundr: Caught in the crossfire. In February and

March Al delegates visited Arusha, Tanzania, to lobby

delegates and others involved in the peace process on

human right protection and promotion in this context.

Al delegates visited Burundi in August primarily for

research purposes.
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CAMBODIA

KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA

Head of state: King Norodom Sihanouk

Head of government: Hun Sen

Capital: Phnom Penh

Population: 11.1 million

Official language: Khmer

Death penalty: abolitionistforall crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the
nvolvement of children in armed conflict; Rome Statute
of the International Cnminal Court

As in previous years, the main human rights problem
in Cambodia was impunity for human rights
violators, compounded by a weak and corrupt
judicial system.The UN and the government reached
agreement over the formation of a tribunal to bring
tojustice those suspected of responsibility forgross
human rights violations during the period of Khmer
Rouge rule (17 April 1975 to 7 January 1979).
Debate on a bill allowing forthe establishment of
the tribunal began in the National Assemblyat the
end of 2000. Meanwhile, two Khmer Rouge suspects
arrestedin 1999 d in pre-triald
throughoutthe year. Torture in police custody was
reported, and the police were complicitin vigilante
killings of alleged criminals. Human rights workers
were threatened and intimidated during the course
of their work. Scores of people were arrested atthe
end of November after an attack in the capitalbyan
armed group.

Impunity

The problem of impunity continued to have an adverse
effect on the lives of Cambodians. L.ack of confidence in
the judicial system and the police led to an increase in
vigilante killings. There were numerous reports by
human rights monitorsand in the local press,
documenting mob killings of alleged criminals. Police
officersoften made no attempt to interveneand
protect the individuals and in a number of cases
actually handed over alleged thieves to crowds of angry
people. in October, King Norodom Sihanouk appealed
for an end to the killings. However, no steps were taken
tonvestigate these killings or to bring those
responsible to justice.

3 In January Chhouk Rin, aformer Khmer Rouge
soldier, was arrested on charges of involvement in the
murder of three Western hostages in 1994 In 1999 he
had given evidence at the trial of Nuon Paet, a former
Khmer Rouge commander accused of ordering the
murder of the hostages. Chhouk Rin was brought to trial
1n July, but was controversially acquitted on the basis of
a1994law providingamnestytoKhmer Rouge forces
who surrendered within a given time-frame, although
the offence occurred after the law waspassed. Nuon
Paet appealed against his life sentence, a penalty which
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1s not actualty prescribed in Cambodia's Penal Code,
but the sentence was upheld by the Appeals Court in
October

Khmer Rouge cases

Negotiations continued between the governmentand
the UN over the establishment of a tribunal to bring to
justice those suspected of responsibility for the gross
human rights violations during the period of Khmer
Rouge rule. After the rejection by the Cambodian side
1n 1999 of an international tribunal, a new
compromuse solution of a trial under Cambodian law
with international participation was put forwardby
the USA Senior UN delegations visitedCambodiain
Marchand July for talks with the Cambodian
negotiating team. By the end of the July visit, there
was a draft Memorandum of Understanding between
the two sides, which was not signed. The Cambodian
side stated that the National Assembly would have to
pass the required legislation in order to move
forward. Debateon the draft law to establish a
domestic tribunal began in the National Assembly at
theend of December. The law raised serious human
rights concerns, and fell short of international
standards for farrness. Cambodian and international
human rightsgroupsexpressed their concern
throughout the year about the proposed tribunal and
the need for an independent, impartial tribunal which
would be able to conduct trials inaccordance with
international standards.

&3 Two Khmer Rougesuspects whowerearrested in
1999 remained in detention in Phnom Penh'’s military
detention facility throughout the year In November,
the new Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General on Human Rights in Cambodia was allowed to
visit the two men in detention, the firstindependent
human rights monitor to be givenaccess to them

Case developments
KongBun Hean and Mong Davuth, opposition party
activists who had beenarrestedin September 1999 and
detained in the Military Detention Facility were
released in March The President of the Military Court
announced that investigations into their cases were
ongoing and that they could be summoned to appear at
any time. The two men fled the country to seek asylum.
Following the Prime Minister's December 199g order
to rearrest individuals previously released by the
courts, dozens of people were detained without
warrants, and without legal basis; more than 30 were
stillin detention at the end of 2000. Inarelated
development, the chief of the Phnom Penh Municipal
Courtand the prosecutor were dismissed from their
posts, accused of corruption.

Extrajudicial executions

Evidence emerged in August of the apparent
extrajudicial executions of at least five men in Kratie
and Kampong Cham provinces. Three of the men had
allegedly been members of an armed group known as
the Khmer Serei(Free Khmer) who then defected to
become members of the Royal Cambodian Armed
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Forces, based in Snoul district, Kratie province. Their
bodies were found in Snoul district blindfolded and
with theirhands tied behind their backs. At least20
otherdefectors fromthegroupwerereported
missing

The bodies of twomen were found in Kampong Cham
province. Theyhadallegedlybeenexecuted afterbeing
taken into military custody. Cambodian human rights
groups launched an investigation and called for an
independent inquiry into the kilings. The Ministry of
Defence 1ssued a statement which threatened to bring
court action against the human rights workers, some of
whom subsequently went into hiding.

Situation of minorities

People of ethnic Vietnamese descent remainedat risk
of human rights violations. Vietnamese refugees in
Cambodiawere vulnerable toarrest, detention and
refoulement (forciblereturn)

InMarch, agroupofVietnamese nationals were
found to be working illegally at a factory in Phnom
Penh. They had been trafficked into Cambodia to work,
but were then arrested duringa raid on the factory
Workers with non-governmental organizations who
tried to assist the trafficked women prior to their
forcible return to Viet Nam were threatened and
harassed by the authorities andaccusedof trying to
help the women to escape.

Mass arrests

In November, there was an attack in Phnom Penh,
allegedly by a group called the Cambodian Freedom
Fighters, the key target of which was the Ministry of
Defence. Members of the Royal Cambodian Armed
Forces wereengagedn a gun battle, which left at least
eight people dead. In the aftermath, scores of people
were arrested in Phnom Penh, and in the provinces,
includingSihanoukville, Pursat, KampongCham,
KampongThomand Stung Treng Those arrested in
Phnoin Penh were given immediate access to lawyers
and to human rights monitors. Some of those arrested
in the provinces were transferred to Phnom Penh,
others remained in detention at the place of arrest
Dozens of people were released after a short period in
detention, but dozens of others remained in detention
at the end of the year, apparently facing charges of
terrorismand organized crime.Some cases were placed
under the jurisdiction of the Military Court while others
appeared to be under that of the Municipal Court. The
authorities issuedarrestwarrants for the alleged
leaders of the Cambodian Freedom Fighters believed to
be living abroad.

Intergovernmental organizations

The new Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General on Human Rights in Cambodia made his first
visit to the country in November and met the Prime
Minister. Reports were presented to the UN
Commission on Human Rights and the UN General
Assembly, bothof which adopted resolutions
requesting that reports should be submitted to their
next sessions
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Al countryreport and visit

Report

« Kingdom of Cambodia: Law and order— without the
law (Al Index: ASA 237001 /2000)

Visit

An Al delegatevisited Cambodia in March.

CAMEROON

REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON

Head of state: Paul Biya

Head of government: Peter Mafany Musonge
Capital: Yaoundé

Population: 15 million

Official languages: French, English
Deathpenalty: sisshmsal

Several hundred extrajudicial executionswere
reported by the security forces in combating crime.
Therewereno independent investigations into these
or previous such killings. Torture, ill-treatment and
life-threatening prison conditions persisted. The UN
Special Rapporteuron torture confirmed that torture
was widespread and systematic. Members of
political opposition groups and journalists were
detained without charge ortrial. Prisoners convicted
after unfairtrials in 1999 remained in prison. Some
long-standing political detainees were released.

Background

The governmentrefused to accede torenewed calls by
opposition parties for an independent electoral
commission. In 1997 international observers
recommended an independent body after legislative
elections weremarred by irregularities and
intimidation, and opposition parties boycotted
presidential elections.

A 1990 law ending a state monopoly on broadcasting
wasenactedin April and resulted inan increase in the
numberof privateandregional radiostations.

Acrack-down on crime raised public concernsabout
acontinuing high level of kilings of criminal suspects
by the security forces.

Controversy continued around the project to build
an oil pipeline from Chad through Cameroon, with local
rights activists campaigning for environmental and
minority rights to berespected.

In October there were reports of incursions by
gendarmes into the coastal Bakass: region resulting in
loss of life and property. The area, believed to berich
in oil, hasbeen the subject of international legal
dispute between Cameroon and Nigeria for several
years
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Extrajudicial executions

Hundreds of criminal suspects were reportedly killed in
and around Douala, the economiccapital, and in
northern Cameroon in circumstances suggesting that
they may havebeen extrajudicially executed by the
security forces. There has been no independent
investigation into these killings or similar large-scale
killings which have occurred in previous years.

In its final conclusions following consideration of
Cameroon's periodic report in November, the UN
Committee agatnst Torture called for special
security units accused of gross human rights
violations, including extrajudicial executions, to be
disbanded.

Douala

In February a specialsecurity unit, known as the
Commandement operationnel(CO), the Operational
Command, was set up tocombat street crime in Douala
and Yaounde, the capital. It was reportedly responsible
for killing scores of criminal suspects, as well as for
carrying out beatings, rapes and other ill-treatment of
detainees.

3 OngAprilthe mutilated body of Alain Dikala was
found in Douala with bullet wounds to the head. He had
been arrested by the unit on 8 March and, four days
before his death, transferred to the naval base in
Douala

In May the bodies of nine people reportedly killed
by CO officers werefound in Petit Dibamba, a village
near Douala.

In June Cardinal Christian Tum, Catholic
Archbishop of Douala, complained to the Minister of
theInterior about the killings of more than soo people
by the security forces. In early September a local
human rights organization named 29 of those killed. In
November a massgrave containing at least 36 bodies
wasdiscoveredin a Douala cemetery, and there were
concernsthat they included victims of extrajudicial
execution. Aneyewitness and others have cast doubt
on the government's statement that these were
authorized burials. The eyewitness subsequently
receivedanonymous threats. The government
promised an inquiry but no information was available
on its progress by the end of 2000
Northern Cameroon
Ajoint army and gendarmerie anti-robbery unit, known
as the brigade anti-gang, which has been responsible
forextrajudicial executions of criminal suspectsin
recent years, reportedly carried out further killings. In
early December, 13 detainees held without charge or
trial were alleged to have been executed shortly after
the brigade anti-gangreceived an order from the
Ministry of Defencetorelease 77detainees from its
detentioncentrein Maroua, Far-North Province. The
fate of twonationals from neighbouring Chad, Tok
Soromoukou and Adam Yahya, detained since their
arrest inGaroua, North-Province, in September 1998,
remained unknown

Photographer Aminou Aliou was released without
chargeby the brigade ants-gangin September, He had
been feared killed or secretly detained following his
arrestand subsequent”disappearance” in October
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1998 after he distributed photographs of victims of
extrajudicial executions.

Casesof tortureandill-treatmentinpolice,
gendarmerie and prisoncells continued to be reported
throughout the country. Prison conditions remained so
harshas toamount to cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment. Political prisoners were held
incommunicado and denied access to health care,
resultingin a high level of iliness and death

InFebruary the UN Special Rapporteur on torture
published a report in which he described the practice of
torture in Cameroon as "systematic and widespread”
During his visit to the country in May 1999 he hadbeen
refused access to the detention centre of the brigade
anti-gangn Maroua, Far-North Province. In November
2000 the UN Committee against Torture confirmed the
Special Rapporteur’s assessment and called for
"energetic investigations into all allegations of human
rights violations and torture” and "a publicly accessible
register of detainees”.

3 Inlate January Mboua Massok, a leading member
of the political party Programme social pourla liberté
et ladémocratie, Social Program for Liberty and
Democracy, and student leader Guy Simon Ngakam
werearrested and reportedly beaten by police. Their
arrests followed student protests in Douala about
education policy. They werereleasedunchargedafter a
fewdays.

3 On14September MathewTitiahonjo Mbohdied in
Bafoussam prison, West Province, after being denied
access to medical treatment. He was a member of the
Southern Cameroons National Council (SCNC), a group
supporting ndependence for the English-speaking
North-Westand South-West Provinces. He had been
arrested in May with nine other SCNC supporters in
Ndop. North-West Province, and held without charge
or trial. The other detainees were subsequently
released on bail.

Prisoners held for political reasons

Political opponents, journalists and others were
detained on chargeswhich were apparently politically
motivated.

Members ofthe political opposition

Opposition leadersfrom English-speaking areas of
Cameroon were arrested as suspectedsecessionists
and detained without chargeor trial.

3 Fromagroup of 36 prisoners convicted in October
1999, 18 remained in prison, all held at the Central
Prison, Nkondengui, in Yaoundé. The charges against
them, including murder and robbery, were in
connection witharmedattacks in North-West Province
inMarch 1997 in which 10 people died. The authorities
blamed the attacks on the SCNC, althoughnoevidence
substantiating thisaccusation wasproducedin court
Their trial by military tribunal was unfair and they had
noright of appeal to a higher or independent court.
Severalwereseriously ill as a result of medical neglect.
In May PhilipTete had a stroke and was left partly
paralyzedafter beingdenied timely hospital treatment.
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In December student julius Ngu Ndi was reportedly
close to losing his sight from being detained in
unhygienic conditions and almost permanently in the
dark,
&3 Following the radiobroadcast of a declaration of
independencefor the Southern Cameroons in the early
hours of 31 December 1999, as many as 36 members and
supporters of the SCNC and its youth branch, the
SouthernCameroons YouthLeague(SCYL), were
reportedly arrested between January and May in the
South-West, West and North-West Provinces. They
included Justice Frederick EbongAlobwede, a High
Court judge, Chief Ayamba Etta and James Sam Sabum
Atleast ndetaineeshad notbeenchargedor tried by
the end of 2000.
&3 Three more SCYLsupporters—Richard Lukong,
George Yuvenyu and Mevanga Weikam —were
arrested in Nkwen in early November and remained in
detentionin Bamenda, North-West Province, at the
end of 2000
Journalists
Journalists weredetained, beatenand sentenced to
termsof imprisonmentaftertheypublishedcriticisms
of government policy and officials. Their concerns
included human rights violations by the security forces
and corruption by government officials.
&3 InFebruary Chris Oben, Jean-Mathias Kouemeko
and Therese Forbin, journalists with Radio Buea. were
briefly detained for interrogation by police after they
broadcast interviews with exiles who accused the
government of human rights violations against English-
speaking Cameroonians.
3 InApril Michel Pekoua, publisher of the newspaper
Ouest-Echos, was sentenced to six months in prison on
charges of defamation for publishing allegations of
embezziement at the state-owned fuel company, the
Societé nationale des hydrocarbures (SNH)
3 In July journalistsDaniel Atanganaand Thierry
Mbouza from the journal Dikalo were sentenced to six
months’ imprisonment for defamation. Célestin Biaka
Difana, the editor, received a suspended six-month
prison sentence. They had published accusations of
corruption against the head of the Syndicat
camerounais des transporteurs routiers, Cameroonian
Road Transport Union
3 In November Richard Touma of Le Messager
newspaper was beaten by the security forcesduringa
demonstration in Yaoundé by members of the
oppositionSocial Democratic Front party topressfor
anindependentelectoral commission.
Releases
Nana Koulagna, a former National Assembly deputy for
the opposition party, the Unionnationale pouria
démocratie et le progrés, National Union for
Democracy and Progress, was released in early
September. Arrestedn 1997 by a private militiaof the
Lamido of ReyBouba, head of a traditional area in
NorthProvince, he had been detained without charge
or trial as a prisoner of conscience at the Central Prison
in Garoua, North Province.

Five members of the SCNC arrested as suspected
secessionists in 1995 and 1997 werereleased in
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Novemberafterseveral years' detention without
chargeor trial

Al reports

* Cameroon: Fear of “disappearance” orextrajudicial
execution of Maurice Tchambou (Al Index: AFR
17,/001/2000)

« Cameroon: Fearoftorture and ill-treatment of
members of the Southern Cameroons National Council
(Al Index: AFR 17/002/2000)

« Cameroon: United Nations expert confirms that
torture 1s “widespread and systematic” (Al Index: AFR
17/004/2000)

« Cameroon: Impunity in face of large-scale extrajudicial
executions in the Douala area (Al Index: AFR
17/005/2000)

CANADA

CANADA

Head of state: Queen Elizabeth Ii, represented by
Adnenne Clarkson

Head of government: Jean Chrétien

Capital: Ottawa

Population: 31.1 million

Official languages: English, French

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crtmes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the
involvementof children in armed conflict; Rome
Statute of the International Cnminal Court

There were sporadic reports of the use of excessive
force by police of ficers. At least two people faced
extradition to the USA where they faced a possible
deathsentence.

Background

General elections were held inNovember. The ruling
Liberal Partywona thirdtermin office with an
increased majority

Police brutality

There were allegations of patterns of police abuse
against First Nation (Aboriginal) men in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan. There were reports that members of
Saskatoon City Police had for anumber of yearshad an
unofficial policy of abandoning intoxicated or
“troublesome” members of the indigenous community
away from the population centre of Saskatoon, thereby
placing them at great risk of dying of hypothermia
during the winter months

&3 First Nation member Darrell Night claimed that in
January two Saskatoon police constables handcuffed
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hum, drove him outside the city and abandoned him in
freezing conditions. He only survivedbecause he was
able toget help from the nightwatchman of a nearby
power station. The two police officers were reportedly
suspended from duty and were under investigation in
connection with theincidentat the end of the year

€3 The bodies of First Natton members Rodney
Naistus and Lawrence Wegner were discovered near a
powerstation on the outskirts of Saskatoon on 29
January and 3Februaryrespectively. Both bodies were
without jackets and the men appeared to have frozen to
death

3 InAugust, ss-year-old Otto Vass died after
reportedly being beaten by police officers outside a
shop inToronto. The police hadremovedhim from the
shop following an argument. According to witnesses,
the officers "pummelled” Otto Vass with batons for
approximately four minutes. Followingan investigation
by the civilian Special Investigations Unit, four police
officers were charged in October with manslaughter in
connection with thedeath of Otto Vass. No trial had
taken place by the end of the year

&3 Canadian federal and Ontario authorities failed to
hold a publicinquiry into the death in 1995 of Dudley
George, despite calls to do so from the Ombudsman of
Ontario, churches, trade unions, relatives of Dudley
George, Al, the media, and the UN Human Rights
Committee. Dudley George, an indigenous protester,
was shot dead by a police marksman during
demonstrations at Ipperwash Park. In 1997 an Ontario
provincial police officer was tried in connection with
the case and given a two-year conditional sentence for
“criminal negligence”. During the trial, the officer
testified that he fired his weapon because he believed
Dudley George was armed and threatening other
officers. However, the judge concluded that the officer
had knowingly shot an unarmed man

Death penalty
3 In May, the Supreme Court of Canada heard the
case of Sebastian Burns and Auf Rafay, two Canadian
cinzens facing extradition to the State of Washington,
USA, on capital murder charges. In 1997, the British
Columbia Court of Appeals ruled that the extradition of
Canadian citizens without satisfactory assurances
against the death penalty, violated rights protected
under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
The Canadian government appealed against this ruling
to the SupremeCourt, whichhad notissued a decision
by the end of the year

InJune 1999 —minutesafter theexecutionof Canadian
citizen Joseph Stanley Faulder in Texas, USA~the
Canadian governmenthadissued a statement noting that
Canada "deeplyregrets thatTexasauthoritiesdid not
acceptitsrequest forexecutive clemency... the
Government of Canada will continue its efforts to ensure
that therights of Canadians in such circumstances are
fully respected in accordance with the law.”

Refugees
Some asylum-seekers continued to be detained for
prolonged periods before being deported. The Canadian
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authoritiesexaminedcriteriaforeligibility before
hearing the evidence of the need for protection in the
individual case. This had the effect of rendering certain
groups of people ineligible to make a refugee claim
Asylum-seekers whose applications were turned down
by the Immigration and Refugee Board did not have
access to a meaningful appeal on the merits of their
case. At least one refugee was at risk of forcible return

Manickavagsagam Suresh, who had been
recognized as a refugee by Canadian authorities in 1991,
faced possible forcible return to SriLankabecause of
his alleged hinks to the LiberationTigers of Tamil Eelam
The Canadian government took the position that the UN
Convention against Torture allowsforthe forcible
return of individuals alleged to be security risks, even
though they may be at risk of torture on their return. An
appeal against the decision was before the Supreme
Court of Canada at the end of the year.

CHAD

REPUBLIC OF CHAD
Head of state: Idnss Déby
Head of government: Nagoum Yamassoum

Capital: N'Djaména

Population: 7.6 million

Official languages: French, Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: African Charter
ontheRights and Welfare of the Child

Despite movestowards negotiation, the armed
conflictinnorthernChad continued to threaten the
government of Idriss Déby. Independent information
on human rights abuses in the area was difficult to
obtain. However, there were several reports of the
use of forcibly recruited child soldiers. A brief
resurgence of armed conflict in southern Chad led to
a serious increase in human rights abuses in the
region, in particular a number of reported cases of
extrajudicial execution and ill-treatment.

Impunity

No one has beenbrought to justice for serious human
rights violations, including thousands of extrajudicial
executions, which occurred under the government of
Hissein Habré (1982-1990). In 1992 a government
Commussion of Inquiry identified the Directron dela
documentation et de la sécurité (DDS), Directorate for
Documentation and Security, which was directly
responsible to Hissein Habré, as one of the main units
responsible for violations. In October2000, a coalition
of national and international human rightsgroups
assistedin filing 17 cases against members of the DDS
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for crimesof torture, murder and "disappearances”
under Hissein Habré. Further cases were filed
subsequently calling for investigations and
compensation. [n November, the investigatingjudge
ruled that he did not have jurisdiction to try the cases
because a special court to try Hissein Habré and his
collaborators, providedforina 993 law, had never
been established. An appeal against this ruling was
lodged. Hissein Habre himself was charged with
complicity in acts of torture in Senegal, but the charges
were later ruled to be inadmissible (see Senegal entry)

Torture continued to be routine during interrogation
and as a form of intimidation

1 Ali Hadji Garondé Djarma was badly beaten by
members of the judicial police after hisarrestin
November He was charged with defamation following
publication in the independent newspaper N'Djaména
Hebdo of his opinion piece criticizing relations between
the Chadian and Libyan governments. He was convicted
of the lesser offence of "insult” and received a two-year
suspended sentence and a fine. He had also alleged that
the serving Libyan ambassador to Chad was responsible
forthe "disappearance” in 1984 of a Chadian national
Thedirector of N'Djaména Hebdo. Oulatar Bégoto, was
acquitted of "complicity to defame through the press”

In March, two prisoners who were reportedly
attempting to escape from Abéché prison were shot
andkilled, although their feet were chained and they
posed no threat. On 3 April a soldier, Yogeurna, was
shot shortly after hus arrest by police officers in
Koumra, Moyen Chari region. Yogeurnahad apparently
beenarrestedfor trying to steal branches from amango
tree. On 15 May, Sylvain Laohoye was extrajudicially
executed in gendarmerie detention in Bessao, Logone
oriental region.

Human rights abuses in the south
The Comite national dusalutpourla paix et la
democratie(CNSPD), National Salvation Committee for
Peace and Democracy, which had been brought into the
government in 1994, took up arms again in April after its
leader, Moise Kette, lost his position as director of
national intelligence. The re-emergence of the CNSPD
prompteda large military counter-insurgency and
intelligence-gathering operation in thesouth The
military operationand fears of a return to conflict
caused large population displacements. Extrajudicial
executions and ill-treatment of people suspected of
supporting Moise Kette weredocumented by Chadian
humanrightsgroups. Anumber of womenwere
allegedly raped.

&3 On 13 August Raphaél Mbeurde and Robtol Nadji, a
village chief, werearrested by soldiers in Bendho,
takento a neighbouring village, and shot. The killings
followed fighting between government forcesand the
CNSPD inthearea

&3 Paul Mbaitidem, Joseph Nad jiadoumdom and
Martin Djimta, all relativesof Moise Kette, were
reportedly extrajudicially executed by soldiers in the
Bébotoregionin August
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3 Adolphe Soulabé was arrestedin Moundouin
September and transferred to Béboto where he was
executed His wife was also arrested. Her fate was not
known.

Moise Kette himself was killed in September
According to of ficial sources he was killed in a clash
withgovernment soldiers. However, other evidence,
including a photograph which appeared to show that
his throat had been cut, suggested that he may have
been summarily executed after capture.

In May, villagers from Bekoura, Bébotoand Manga
were ill-treated by soldiers who believed they had
information on the whereabouts of Moise Kette.

Some CNSPD combatants also reportedly ill-treated
cvilians. In July, a vehicle was ambushed and six
peoplewereinjured intheGoré areabyarmedmen
reportedlybelongingtothe CNSPD In August, the
CNSPD reportedly kidnapped Justin Nadibeye, whom
they suspected of passing information to the
government. His fate was not known.

Human rights defenders

Human rights defenders continued to be at risk.

&3 Tiglao Mbayki, of the Ligue rchadiennedes droits
de 'homme (LTDH), Chadian Human Rights League, was
briefly detained and beaten in Pala. Other members of
the LTDH werethreatenedin Kélo. InSeptember, the
house of DobianAssingar, president of the LTDH, was
attacked by four men in military uniform. He had been
attackedbefore, and had received death threats,

The Chad/Cameroon pipeline

InJunethe World Bank agreed to finance the
Chad/Cameroon o1l development and pipeline project
Human rights organizations in Chad and international
environmentalorganizations havecriticized the pipeline
on environmental, social and economic grounds
Representatives of civil society bodies, including human
rightsgroups, werencluded inagovernmentbodyto
monitor the project. Iniggga number of civil society
members who had spoken out against the pipeline or
who had sought toraise awareness of the rightsissues
involvedwereintimidated ordetained. President Idriss
Déby acknowledged in October 2000 that partof the
international finance received for the project had been
allocated to the defence budget. Military equipment
includinghelicoptersandjeepsused in counter-
insurgencyoperations were reported tohavebeen
purchased.

Intergovernmental organizations

In January, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
considered Chad'sinitial report. Questionswereraised
on the measures taken by the government to prevent
genderdiscrimination and to protect girls from rape,
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armed forces and that rehabilitation programs for child
combatants from former armed opposition groups were
inadequate. A project to support human rights through
technical cooperation between the UN Development
Programme, the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rightsand the government began in February

CHILE

REPUBLIC OF CHILE

Head of state and government: Ricardo Lagos (replaced
Eduardo Frei Ruiz-Tagle in March)

Capital: Santiago

Population: 15.2 million

Official language: Spanish

Death penalty: retentionist

There were reports that detainees were tortured and
ill-treated by police. Legal proceedings in connection
with past human rights violations continued in Chile
and abroad.

Background

In January Ricardo Lagos of the Concertacionde
Partidos por 1aDemocracia, Coalition for Democracy
Party, was elected President in January and
inaugurated in March

The political and human rights debate in 2000 were
dominated by the return to Chile of Augusto Pinochet,
following hisrelease from detention in the United
Kingdom (UK) on health grounds.

Members of the Mesa deDialogo. a dialogue setup in
1999 to deal with the issue of "disappearances” during
the years of military rule between 1973and 1990, signed
aDeclaration in June. This initiative wasre jected by
some human rights groups, including relatives of the
"disappeared” The Declaration recognized the grave
human rights violations committed under the military
government. It registered, among other things, that the
armed forces and Carabineros (uniformed police) had
noinformation on the "disappeared”, but established
their commitment to cooperate in obtaining it. It set a
timetable of six months, which can beextendedfora
further six months by the President, to gather
information, and calledfor new legislation togrant
anonymity to those who came forward with
information on the location of the remains of the

and on juvenile justice. The government ackno g
that rape and other abuses had occurred in conflict
areas, but denied that such violations were systematic
It also acknowledged that street children were victims
of police brutality, but denied that minors wereusedin
the armed forces. It acknowledged, however, that there
was no age imit on recruitment to the government
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"disappeared”. New legislation for this purpose was
passed by Congress and became law in July

Abillabolishing thedeath penalty for ordinary
crimes and increasing the minimum term to be served
under a life sentence from 20 to 40 years was passed by
the Senate in December. By the end of the year the bill
hadnotbecome law.
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Past human rights violations

Augusto Pinochet

InMarch, after protracted legal procedures, the UK
authorities decided not to order the extradition of
Augusto Pinochet to Spain or to allow legal proceedings
in respect of extradition requests from Switzerland.
Belgium and France on grounds that Augusto Pinochet
was unfit to stand trial. Augusto Pinochet left the UK for
Chile the same day

In Chile, more than 70 criminal complaints involving
nearly 2,000 individual cases of humanrights violations
hadbeenfiledagainst Augusto Pinochet by the time he
returned to the country. SevenChilean human rights
lawyers filed a legal request before the Santiago
Appeals Court to lift Augusto Pinochet's parliamentary
immunity from prosecution as asenator for life.

TheChilean Councitfor Defence of the State, which
represents the legal interests of thestate, joined the
complaint against Augusto Pinochetandother members
of the armed forces for their responsibility for the
“disappearance” of igpeople duringamilitary operation
in October 1973 known as the "Caravan of Death”

In June, the Santiago Appeals Court ruled by 13 votes
to nine to lift Augusto Pinochet's parliamentary
immunity. An appeal against the ruling was lodged
before the Supreme Court. In August, the Supreme
Court announced its decision to uphold the decision to
lift parliamentary immunity, opening the way for a
criminal investigation of AugustoPinochet's
involvement in the "Caravan of Death”
"disappearances".

In December, the Supreme Courtoverturnedon
appeal an orderforthe house arrest of Augusto
Pinochet for the kidnapping and/or murder of 75
victims of the "Caravan of Death" issued by the judge in
charge earlier the same month. The Supreme Court
ruled that the judge had failed to interrogate Augusto
Pinochet before 1ssuing the order and subsequently
ruledthat, before the interrogation could takeplace,
mental and physical medical testsshould becarriedout
todetermine Augusto Pinochet'sfitness tostand trial
By the end of 2000, a total of 202 criminal complaints
hadbeenfiledagainst AugustoPinochetin Chile.

Three otherformer high-ranking officers were
charged in connection with the "Caravan of Death™
During the year criminal proceedings were also opened
against over 8o former members of the security forces
in connection with a number of past human rights
violations.

In Argentina in October, aBuenosAires court
requested the extradition of Augusto Pinochet and six
former members of the Chilean secret police for their
allegedinvolvement in the killing of Carlos Prats,
former head of the Chilean army, and his wife, in
BuenosAiresinig74(see Argentina entry).

There were continued reportsof torture and1ll-
treatment of criminal suspects detained by members of
the Carabineros. A number of victims required hospital
treatmentfor their injuries and several others lodged
official complaints.

Amnesty international Report 2001

Areport compiled by the Chilean non-governmental
human rights organization, Corporaciénde Promocion
y Defensa de los Derechos del Pueblo, Committee for
the Defence of the Rights of the People, containing33
complaints of torture or ill-treatment during 1999 and
thefirsthalf of 2000 and affecting over 141 individuals,
was submitted to the Chilean authorities by an Al
delegation in October.

Government authorities continued to deny all
reports of torture or ill-treatment

Al report and visits

Report

« Memorandum to the Government of the Republic of
Chile — Al'sSecretary General on mission to Chile, 1-6
October 2000 (Al Index AMR 22/022/2000)

Visits

In July an Al delegate observed the Supreme Court's

hearings on the lifting of Augusto Pinochet's

partiamentary immunity. In Octoberan Al delegation led

by Pierre Sané, Al's Secretary General, visited Chile to

hold talks with government officials, representatives of

human rights organizations, victims of human nghts

violations and othermembers of civil society. During a

meeting with President Ricardo Lagos, Al submitted a

memorandum on its concerns in Chile and called for the

implementation of a National Action Plan on Human

Rights.

CHINA

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Head ofstate: JiangZemin

Headof government: Zhu Rongji

Capital: Beijing

Population: 1.2 billion

Official language: Standard Chinese or Mandarin
Death penalty: retentionist

2000 saw continued repression of peaceful dissent
throughoutthe country. There was no sign of any
relaxation ofthe 1999 crack- down on fundamental
freedoms. Thousands of people were arbitrarily
detained forpeacefully exercising their rightsto
freedom of expression, association or religion. Some
were sentenced to long prison terms after unfair
trials under national security legislation; otherswere
detained without trial and assigned to up to three
years' “re-education through labour”. Torture and ill-
treatment of prisoners continued to be widespread.
The limited and incomplete records available showed
that at least 1,511 people were sentenced to death
and 1,000 executed; the true figures werebelieved to
be far higher. In the autonomous regions of Xinjiang
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and Tibet, religious freedom continued to b e severely
restricted and people suspected of nationalist
activities orsympathieswere subjected to
particularly harsh repression.

Background

The government's campaign of repression against those
it deemeda threat to political stability and public order
continued against a background of growing public
criticism of official corruption. The government
intensified its anti-corruption campargn and several
high-ranking officials were convicted of corruption
following highly publicized trials; some were sentenced
todeath.

Although implementation of the lawcontinued to be
arbitrary in many cases, the government renewed
efforts to encourage implementation of 1997 legal
changes, including some aimed at improving the
farnessof trials. Further legal reform was debated with
reference to international human rights treaties which
China hadsignedbut not yet ratified. In November, the
government signed aMemorandumof Understanding
with the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights,
designed to set up aprogram of technical cooperation
inthe field of human rights.

At the UN Commussion on Human Rights, China again
blocked debate on a draft resolution by using a
procedural motion "notto take action”. In May, the UN
Committee against Torture recommended that China
adopt a definition of the crime of torture consistent
with the UN Convention against Torture and abolish all
forms of administrative detention

In September survivors of the 1989 massacre which
followed pro-democracyprotestsin Tiananmen Square
filed a civtl lawsuit in New York, USA, against Li Peng,
the then Chinese Premier, for human rights violations
including crimes against humanity and torture.

Labour unrest and repression

The enormous social costs of economic restructuring
continued to provoke social unrest during 2000. The
absence of effective social welfare provisions left many
of the millions of workers who had lost their jobs in
recentyearsfacing acute poverty. A severe drought
also brought hardship and disquiet among the country’s
rural population. Tens of thousands of demonstrations
were believed to have taken place during the year,
although most were not reported by China's tightly
controlled official media. China's expectedentry into
the World Trade Organization was set to increase
economic and social challenges

©3 InMay, nearly 5o people were reportedly injured
whenseveralhundred police dispersed a
demonstration of up tos,000 steel workers from the
Liaoyang Perroalloy Factory, Liaoning province.
Workers were protesting that some had not been paid
since 1998 and that 2,000 workers who had been laid
offand 1,000 retired workers had not received their
benefits forupto sixmonths,

&3 Peasants from eight rural towns in Shaanxi province
were beaten and illegally detained for refusing to pay
excessive taxes imposed by local Communist Party
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officials. Ma Xiaoming, a journaltstinvestigating the
story, was detained for several hours by police in
August. The peasants were campaigning for the release
of Ma Wenlin, a paralegal who was imprisoned for five
yearsin 1999 after lodging a formal complaint against
the taxes with the central government.

Repression of spiritual and religious groups
Followers of the Falun Gongspiritual group faced
detention, unfair trials, torture and imprisonment as
part of the government's continuing crack-down on
groups it considered to be "heretical organizations”
Legislation was usedretroactively to convict alleged
leaders of the Falun Gongon politically driven charges
and new regulations were introduced to further restrict
fundamental freedoms. Since the Falun Gongwas
banned nJuly 1999, at least 93 adherents were believed
tohave died in police custody. Some of the deaths were
aresult of suicide or injuries inflicted during forcible
feeding, butmostwere reported tohavedied as a result
of torture. New arrests and detentions were reported
daily throughout 2000. Thousands, possibly tens of
thousands, of practitioners were believed toremain in
detention at theend of the year. Many were assigned
without trial to “re-education through labour” and some
weredetained in psychiatric hospitals

The clamp-down on "heretical organizations”
increasingly encompassed other Q: Gong and religious
groups. Evangelical Protestants and Roman Catholics
who worshipped outside the official “patriotic”
churches were the victims of a continuing pattern of
arrests, fines and harassment. Scoresarrested in recent
years remained in prison or labour camps.
&3 InAugust, 130 evangelical Christians were detained
inHenanprovince. All weremembersof the Fangcheng
Church, one of many Protestant "house churches”
which are not recognized by the authorities. According
to reports, 85 of those detained were subsequently
charged with joiming an “heretical organization”
However, in September official sources claimed that all
those detained had been "re-educated and sentback to
where they came from”
3 In September, 24 Roman Catholics, including a
priest and 20 nuns, were detained in Fujian province
when police found them holding church services ina
mushroom-processing factory. According toreports,
Father Liu Shaozhang was so severely beaten by police
duringarrest that he vomited blood. Twoof the nuns
wereallegedly released the following day after
parishioners paid a large sum of money to the police;
the whereabouts of the other 22 detainees remained
unknown at the end of the year

Repression of internet users

People continued to bearrested and charged with
serious offencesforusingthe Internet to spread
information about human rights or other politically
sensitive issues. Attempts by theauthorities to control
accessand use of the Internet in China included the
closure in August of what wasdescribed as the first ever
pro-democracy website. In October and November, the
government issued regulations to control news sites
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and chat-rooms and combat “internet crimes”,
including the expression of views deemed "harmful to
the state”

&3 Huang Qi wasarrestedin the southwestern city of
Chengdu in June for publishing information on the
Internet about the 1989 crack-down on pro-democracy
protests. He was charged with “subverting state power”,
but was not known to have been tried by the end of the
year

Repression of reformers and dissidents

People continued to be detained and sentenced to
terms of imprisonment or "re-education through
labour” for peacefully promoting reforms. These
included political dissidents, such as members of the
banned China DemocraticParty, and anti-corruption
and environmental campaigners

3 InSeptemberdissident writer Q1 Yanchenwas
sentenced to four years’ imprisonment for "subversion”
by acourtin Hebeiprovince. He was one of the
founders of an environmental movement, the China
Development Union, whichwasbanned in 1998. His
imprisonment wasbelieved to be connected with his
writings, in particular his book, China's Collapse, which
argues that Chinamust introduce political reforms if it
wantstoavoid widespread social unrest

&3 InApril, Anjun, an anti-corruption campaigner,
was sentenced to four years' imprisonment for "anti-
governmentactivities” by a courtin Xinyang, Henan
province. The evidence against him wasreportedly
based on four essays he had written but never
published. Prior to his arrest in July 1999, An Jun had
formed an independent anti-corruption group which
claimed tohave uncoveredover 100 cases of
corruption

Tiananmen Square anniversary
The authorities once again suppressed all attempts to
mark the anniversary of the June 1989 crack-down on
pro-democracy activists when hundreds of civilians
were massacred and tens of thousands of others were
injured or arrested. Every yearsince 1989, the
anniversary has sparked furtherarrests and detentions
of those seeking justice for the victims and their families
Elevenyears on, no public inquiry had been
instituted into the events and no compensation had
beengranted to the families of the victims. At the end of
2000more than2oo people werebelievedto remain in
prison for theiractivities in connection with the 1989
protests.

Torture and ill-treatment of detainees remained
widespread. Victims included both political detainees
and criminal suspects. Incidents were reported in
policestations, detention centres, prisons, labour
camps, repatriationcentres and drug rehabilitation
centres. Therewerealso frequent reports of the use of
torture during non-custodial controlmeasures such as
“residential supervision” and during the "special
isolation” of officials being investigated for alleged
corruption
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Torture during interrogation was perpetrated against
all types of detainees and was a component part of
some high-profile anti-crime or polhitical campaigns
such as the crack-down on the Falun Gong.

The extent of deaths in custody as a result of torture
remained largely unacknowledged by the authorities
Inmanycases, particularly those involving political
prisoners or perceived enemies of the government,
officials simply denied responsibility and no proper
investigation was undertaken
&3 ChenZixiu, a 6o-year-old Falun Gongpractitioner,
reportedly died under torture in February while held by
police iIn Weifang, Shandong province. Fellow
detaineestestified in detail about how she was
tortured. According to her daughter, when the family
cameto fetch Chen Zixiu's body, 1t was covered in
bruises, her teethwerebrokenand blood was coming
outof her ears. Local police reportedly later clamed
that she had "died of a heartattack”

Prison conditions remained harsh and the routine
denial of medical care posed a serious threat to many
prisoners.
©3 Zhang Shanguang, aformer teacher and labour
rights activist held in Hunan Province No. 1 Prison, was
forcedto continue doing heavy physical work in fetters
despitesuffering froma serious lung iliness. When he
tried to stop working, he wasreportedly beaten. He had
been detained in July 1998 and one of the charges
against him was based onan interview he gave toa US-
funded radio station in which he spoke, among other
things, about peasant demonstrations in Hunan
province. He was sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment
and five years'deprivationof political rights following a
trial behind closeddoors that lasted just over two
hours. By the end of the year, Zhang Shanguang had
reportedly been held for four months in solitary
confinement as punishment for "refusingto confess his
crimes”. He had also reportedly beendenied family
visits

Denial of due process and unfair trials
Theauthorities continued toflout the Criminal
Procedure Law inmany cases. Political defendants
wereroutinely denied their right to due processand
their lawyers wereoften subjected to pressure by the
authorities.

&3 LiXiaobing and Li Xiaomes, two sisters from
Beijing, were tried in secret in Beiung in January and
sentenced to seven and six years' imprisonment
respectively. Thesisterswereconvicted of “illegal
trading” in connection with the sale of Falun Gong
publications. However, they were arrested on 20 July
1999 — two days before the Falun Gong, and therefore
its literature, were banned. The two women were held
for more than three months without charge, in
violation of Chinese law, and denied access to their
family. In August1999, before formal charges had been
laid, the official Xinhuanews agency published
accusationsagainst them, showing clearly that they
were already considered guilty. According to unofficial
sources, their lawyer was put under pressure not to
present a plea of "not guilty” at their trial
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Death penalty

The death penalty continued to be used extensively
and arbitrarily. Political interference was common
Oftenmass executions werecarried out before major
events or public holidays as a warning toothers
Execution was by shooting or lethalinjectionand
sometimes took place within hoursof sentencing. The
limited and Incomplete records available toAl at the
end of the year showed that at least 1,511 death
sentences hadbeen passed and at least 1,000
executions carried out in 2000. Thesewerebelieved to
be only a fraction of the true figures as death penalty
statisticsremained a statesecretin China. Many cases
were reported in which death sentences were passed
on the basis of contentious evidence, including
confessions extracted under torture.

3 Zhuo Xiaojun was sentenced to death on 14January
after ablatantly unfair trial. He had been detained in
December 1989 and sentenced to death. However, the
conviction wasoverturned on appeal and a retrial
ordered. Thisbeganin January 1993 but was adjourned
for seven years. The latest trial in January 2000 lasted
only afew hours. No witnesses were called: nonew
evidence was reportedly presented; and a confession—
whichZhuo Xiaojun testified was extracted under
torture and which had been undermined by forensic
evidence—was central to the prosecution’s case. No
visits by Zhuo Xiaojun's family had ever been
permitted. He was reported to suffer from hepatitis, a
bleeding stomach and ulcerating skin, Both while under
theinitial and the second death sentences, he was
reported to be held with hands and feetshackled
togetherat all imes. Zhuo Xiaojun's appeal was heard
on 28 November. No decision had been reported by the
end of the year
Xinjiang Uighur Aut Region (XUAR)
Executions of Uighur political prisoners labelled as
“separatists”or “terronists” by the authorities
continued. Mostwerepassedafter secret or summary
trials where convictions werebased on confessions
extracted under torture. The XUAR was the only region
of China where political prisoners were known to have
been executed in recent years. The pattern of gross
human rights violations reported from the XUAR
included prolonged arbitrary incommunicado
detention, tortureandll-treatment and unfarr trials
The targets of abuseswere mainly Uighurs, the majority
ethnic group among the predominantly Muslim local
population. There was an increase in religious
persecution by the authorities. Islamic groupsand
prominentindividuals in the Muslim community were
subjected to repressive and often brutal measures
Thousands remained imprisoned

3 RebiyaKadeer, an Uighur businesswoman and
mother of 10, was sentenced to eight years’
imprisonment after a secret trial in March. She was
charged with "providingsecret information across the
border” for sending copies of publicly available
newspapers to herhusband, a former political prisoner
living abroad. Rebiya Kadeer, a prominent campaigner
promoting Uighurwomen's rights, had been detained in
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August 1999 in Urumg, capital of theXUAR, while on her
way to meet a visitor from the US Congressional
Research Service. Her appeal againsther sentence was
rejected in November by the XUAR High People’s Court,
following which she was transferred to the Baijiahu
prison in Urumaq:. She was reported to be in poor health

Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR)

In January the 17th Karmapa — the highest profile
religiousleader to leave the TARin recent years—
escaped into exile. Repression of religious activities in
the TAR intensified during 2000. Hundreds of Buddhist
monks and nuns were believed to remain in prisonat
the end of the year. Many prisoners were forced to
work long hours in harsh conditions. Inadequate and
poor quality food combined with insanitary conditions
caused health problemsfor many inmates. Few escaped
torture and ill-treatment, particularly during the early
stages of custody.

3 Ngawang Choephel, a Tibetan ethno-musicologst,
continued toservean 18-year prisonsentence. He had
been convicted in 1996 of "espionage and counter-
revolutionary activities”. At the time of his detention he
had been gathering material for the production of a
documentary film about traditional Tibetan performing
arts. Ngawang Choephel was held in Powo Tramo prison
and was reported to be in poor health, suffering from
“bronchitis, hepatitis and respiratory infections”. In
August, his mother was given permission by the Chinese
authorities to travel from India to Tibet to visit her
imprisoned son for the first time since hisarrestini9gs

Asylum-seekers

In April some 50 North Korean nationals were forcibly
returned by the Chinese authorities to North Korea
(Democratic People’s Republic of Korea) where they
were feared to be at serious riskof human rights
violations. They were among thousands of others
reportedly returned to North Korea in previous months
without being granted access to any asylum procedure.

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Continuinglitigation over the right of abode stipulated
inthe BasicLaw fuelleddebate over the role and
autonomy of Hong Kong courts when interpreting
constitutional rights under the "One Country Two
Systems” model.

Freedom of expression and the rightto peaceful
assembly

Frequent demonstrationswereheld againsta wide
range of government policies.

3 InMay, activist Leung Kwok-hung was sentenced to
14 days' imprisonment for "contempt” after shouting a
slogan duringan October 1999 legislative council
meeting

3 In August and September, 16 demonstrators,
including seven student leaders, were arrested under
the controversial 1997 Public Order ordinance for
failing to give seven days' notice prior to a
demonstration in June. Participants had formally
complained of excessive use of force by policewhohad
used pepper spray and punched and kicked protesters.
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The arrests triggered large unauthorized solidarity
marches and renewed public scrutiny of the ordinance.
In October, the charges were dropped
3 Apublic onwhich sub d
allegations of official interference in academic freedom
at the University of Hong Kong led to the resignation of
the vice-chancellor and pro-vice-chancellor in
September
&3 Staff of the Central Government Liaison Office
(formerly the New China News Agency or X:nhua) told
the Hong Kong media not to report the views of pro-
independence Taiwanese, and warned Hong Kong
businesses of the risks of choosing such trading
partners
Alleged illegal immigrants and asylum-seekers
Twoofficials and an interpreter were charged with
perverting the course of justice after several people
were wrongfully detained for immigration offences
after allegedly being pressurized or misled into making
false confessions. Theyincluded a teenage girl and a
female tourist from Viet Nam. A severely mentally
disabledboy wentmissing in mainland Chinaafter
immigration officials allowed him to cross the border
alone without papers and then blocked his attempts to
return

In January, thejury ata coroner's inquest into the
August 1999 death of Prince Evis Ose inafireinhis cell
inVictoria Prison called for "serious action” across
government departments. The prison was used to
detain alleged overstayers, illegal immigrants and
asylum-seekers under the Immigration Ordinance,
potentially without trial and for an unlimited period
The inquest heard that recommendations made in 1987
tonstall fire-fightingequipment and remove
flammable fittings had been largely ignored by officials
because they considered prisons had no public access

In May the UN Committee against Torture
recommended that HongKong's laws and practicesto
outlaw tortureand to protect refugees be broughtinto
conformity with the UN Conventionagainst Torture.

Macao Special Administrative Region (MSAR)
Rising unemployment undermined high expectations of
economic recovery and government reform under the
Chinese regime. Unemployed workers staged several
large marches. culminating in a violent confrontation
on 2July whenpolice used tear gastodisperse stone-
throwing demonstrators and arrested several alleged
organizers

The police reported a significant decrease in triad-
gangrelatedviolence. Several defendants complained
theyhad beenfalsely charged and denied any right to
bail under wide-ranging 1999 leg:slation against
organized crime. Severe overcrowding was reported at
the MSAR's one prison

In December, on the eve of President Jiang Zemin's
visit to celebrate the firstanniversary of the MSAR,
police occupied the home of Falun Gongorganizer Lam
Yatming, claiming they were searching for banned
items, and detained democracy activist Lee Kinyuen
Peaceful Falun Gonggatherings were forcibly
dispersed, and many local and foreign practitioners
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were detained. The Chief Executive promised to
investigate allegations that police had beaten
practitioners while removing them from the MSAR
President Jiang Zeminurged Macao to take concrete
measures to defend Beijing's authority and prohibit
acuvitiesagainstthe central government

Al country reports

* Women's Rights are Human Right — China Arbitrary
detention of Rebiya Kadeer— a women'’s human right
defender and prisonerof conscience (Al index: ASA
17,/004/2000)

« People’s Republic of China: The crack-down on Falun
Gong and other so-called “heretical organizations® (Al
index:ASA 17/011 /2000)

* People’s Republic of China: Tiananmen ~ 11 years on
andstill no government inquiry: “forgotten prisoners”
(Al Index: ASA 17/017/2000)

* People’s Republic of China: Death Penalty Log 1999
(Al Index: ASA 17/049/2000)

COLOMBIA

REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA

Head of state and government: Andrés Pastrana
Arango

Capital: Santafé de Bogota

Poputation: 42.3 million

Official language: Spanish

Death penalty: abolitionist for all cnmes
2000treatyratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict

The human rights crisis continued to deepen against
a background of a spiralling armed conflict. The
parties to the conflictintensified their military
actions throughout the country in campaigns
characterized by gross and systematic violations of
human rights and international humanitarianlaw.
The principal victims of political violence were
civilians, particularly peasant farmers living in areas
disputed between government forces and allied
paramilitaries, and armed opposition groups.
Human righte defenders, journalists, judicial
officials, teachers, trade unionists and leaders of
Afro-Colombian and indig c ities were
among those targeted. More than 4,000 people
were victims of political killings, over 300
“disappeared”, and an estimated 300,000 people
were intemally displaced. At least 1,500 people
were kidnapped by armed opposition groups and
paramilitary organizations; mass kidnaps of
civilians continued. Torture — often involving
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mutilation — remained widespread, particularly as a
prelude to murder by paramilitary groups. "Death
squad"“-style killings continued in urban areas.
Children suffered serious human rights violations
particularly in the context of the armed conflict.
New evidence emerged of continuing collusion
between the armed forces and illegal paramilitary
groups. Progress continued in a limited numberof
judicial investigations, butimpunity for human
rightsabusesremained the norm.

Escalating conflict

Few areas of the country remained unaffected by the
escalating conflict. The number and intensity of direct
confrontations between the parties to the conflict
increased. The principal victims continued to be
civilians. The majority of killings were carried out by
illegal paramilitary groups operating with the tacit or
active support of the Colombian armed forces.

All parties to the conflict, including the Colombian
armed forces, routinely breached their obligation to
allow and facilitate access by humanitarian
organizations to conflictareas to aid civilian
communities under attack or caught in the crossfire,
and to assist wounded combatants. In separate
incidents, wounded combatants under the protection
of the International Committee of the Red Cross were
summarily executed by the Autodefensas Unidas de
Colombia (AUC), United Self-Defence Groups of
Colombia, and the Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de
Colombia(FARC), Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia.

Peace process

Peace talks which began in 1999 between the
government and the FARC continued in the
demilitarized zone for much of the year, but no
substantive agreement wasreached. In November the
FARCindefinitely suspended talks demanding that the
government demonstrate greater and clearer efforts to
combat paramilitary groups.

Despite the suspension of talks, in December the
government extended until the end of January 2001 the
demilitarization of five municipalities in Meta and
Caqueta departments which remained under the de
factocontrol of the FARC.

The fragility of the peace process was further
underlined by the government's failure to implement
peace proposals in the face of opposition from sectors
of the armed forces and paramilitary groups. Efforts to
begin peace talks with the EjércitodeLiberacién
Nacional (ELN), National Liberation Army, were
systematically blocked by paramilitary-backed protests
in the three municipalities in the central Magdalena
Medio region which the government had agreedin April
todemilitarize in order tofacilitate talks. The
designatedareahad notbeendemilitarized and formal
talks had notbegun by the end of the year.

Despite repeated government promises to dismantle
paramilitary forces, no effectiveaction wastakento
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curtail, much less to end, their widespread and
systematic atrocities. In contrast to their declared aim
to combat guerrillaforces, paramilitary actions
continued to target the civilian population through
massacres, torture, the destruction of communities and
the displacement of the population.
3 In February, 200 paramilitarygunmenraided the
village of El Salado, Bolivar department, killing 36
people, including a six-year-old child. Many victims
weretiedtoatableinthevillage sports field and
subjectedto torture, including rape, before being
stabbed or shot dead. Others were killed in the village
church. During the three-day attack, military and police
units stationed nearby made no effort to intervene.
Instead, a Navy Infantry unit reportedly set upa
roadblock on the access road to El Salado, thus
preventing humanitarian organizations fromreaching
the village. Arrest warrants were issued against
1 paramilitary members, including AUC leader Carlos
Castario, in connection with themassacre. Marine
ColonelRodrtgoQuiriones, commander of the Navy's
istBrigade, was promoted toGeneral while
investigations into the possible criminal responsibility
in connection with the massacre of troopsunderhis
command were stillunder way. Government
investigations had previously linked General Quiiones
to the murders of more than 5o people in
Barrancabermeja, Santanderdepartment, in 1991 and
1992. However, the military justicesystem, which
claimed jurisdiction in the case, dropped the charges.
3 Over 40 people were killed in November duringan
AUC attack onseveral fishing villages in the
municipalityof La Cténaga, Magdalena department. A
further 30 people reportedly "disappeared”.
Thegovernment again failed to set up the specialist
military units to combat paramilitary groups which it
had repeatedly promised. The armed forces failed to
attack or dismantle paramilitarybases, the majority of
whichwere located in close proximity toarmyand
police bases.

Armed forces

&3 Six children aged between six and 15 on a school
outing were shot dead by the army in August. Several
others were seriously injured. An army patrol opened
fire on the school party in Pueblorrico, Antioquia
department, allegedly in the belief that they were
guerrilla fighters. Fourteen soldiers were under
investigation by a military court at the end of the year.
None wasarrested.

Collusionbetween the Colombian security forces,
particularly the army, and paramilitary groups
continued and, indeed, strengthened. Instances of
collaboration included the sharing of intelligence
information, the transfer of prisoners, the provision of
ammunition by the armedforces to the paramilitary,
and joint patrols and military operations in which
serious human rights violations were committed.

&3 Awide-rangingpatternof collusion between the
national police, the army and paramilitary forces in the
areaofPuertoAsis, Putumayo department, was
revealedto the authorities by a member of the national
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police and the local human rights ombudsman
According to their sworn testimonies, paramilitary
groupsconsorted openly with army personnel and
police in the town of Puerto Asis. On the outskirts of the
town they maintained a base, where people who had
been abducted were taken tobe tortured and killed
Thebase wasonly afew hundred metres from the
headquarters of the army'’s 24th Brigade and abase of
the 2sth Battalion. Army officers held regular meetings
with paramilitary leaders in the base.

In September, President Pastrana, by decree law,
delegated to the armed forces command discretionary
presidential powers to dismiss offending armed forces
personnel. This paved the way for the dismissal in
October of 89 officers and 299 lower-ranking members
of the armed forces. No details were released of the
names of those dismissed or the causes. However, it
was believed that fewer than 50 nvolved human rights
offences None of those dismissed was brought to
justice and senior members of the armed forces
implicated in human rights violations, by action or
omission, continued in service. In December, the
Minister of Defence acknowledged that so of the
dismissed army officers had joined the AUC.

Armed opposition groups

Violations of international humanitarian law by armed
opposttion groups increased significantly. Several
hundred people,including scores of civilians, were
deliberately and arbitrarily killed by armed opposition
groups. Inmany cases the killings appeared to be
reprisal or punishment killings of alleged military or
paramilitary collaborators. Those killed included
Judicial officials, local politicians and journalists who
weretargetedbecausethey were investigatingguerrilla
abuses or opposed their policies

Eighteen-year-old Irish national Tristan James
Murray was killed with his Colombian friend, Javier
Nova, by FARC urban militiain July. The two youths
were beheaded after being captured in the town of
Icononzo, Tolima department.

The FARC and the ELN carried out numerous
disproportionate and indiscriminate attacks on military
targets which caused significant civilian casualties.
Police and militarybases inscoresof towns and vil lages
were attacked, frequently with loss of civilian life.
Some communities were attacked successively by
paramilitary and armed opposition groups. FARC
combatants reportedly summarily executed seriously
wounded soldiers and police.

Further reportsemergedof serious violations of
international humanitarian law by the FARCin the
demilitarized area. There werealso credible reports
that people, including children, kidnapped by the FARC
had been taken to the demilitarized area

In July the Attorney General said he had evidence
that three-year-old Andrés Felipe Suarez was being
held in the FARC-controlled demilitarized zone. Andrés
Felipe Suarez had been kidnapped in April. Although a
senior FARC commander pledged to investigate the
allegation, the whereaboutsof the child remained
unknown at the end of the year. No independent
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investigation of the allegations of abuses within the
demilitarizedarea was permitted by the FARC.

Children as young as 13 continued tobe recruited by
the FARC

Kidnapping
Kidnappingand hostage-taking reached
unprecedented levels. Of a reported 3,000 cases, more
than half were believed to have been carried out by
armed opposition groups and paramilitary
organizations. Childrenaccountedfor 200 of the
victims
<3 InSeptember the ELN abducted more thanso
people from roadside restaurants outside the southern
city of Cal. While most were eventually released, two
hostages died as a result of injuries they sustained in
captivityand one died because of lack of adequate
medical treatment foranulcer

In October, AUC paramilitary forcesabducted six
congressional representanves toprotest about the
debate in Congress of a government proposal to
exchangeFARC political prisoners for soldiers and
police held captive by the FARC. The representatives
were released following a meeting— described by the
government as "humanitarian” —between AUC
commanders and the Interior Minister

Plan Colombia

A controversial aid package, known as PlanColombia,
was presented by the Colombiangovernment to the
international community. The Plan, originally designed
to seek aid to support the peace process, was
transformed into a predominantly military plan
ostensibly aimed at combating illicitdrug cultivation In
July the Plan received the backing of the US
government which approveda US$1.3billion,
principallymilitary, ard package. Inapproving the aid,
the US Congressadded humanrightsconditionsanda
requirement that the US government periodtcally
certify that the Colombian armed forces were acting to
punish human rights violators and to sever their tes to
the paramilitary. In August, US President Bill Clinton
waivedmost of the humanrights conditions on the
groundsof US national securityinterests. Al opposed
the military aid program which it believed would
escalate the human rights crisis and the armed conflict
and deplored the decision to waive human rights
conditions.

Other members of the international community,
including the European Union, pledged support for the
peace process, human rights and development
programs, but made clear that such support was
independent of Plan Colombia
Putumayo
Although the military component of Plan Colombia was
not due tocome intoeffectunttl early 2001, 1ts impact
wasimmediate. In response to the US military aid
package, the FARC launched aseriesof attacks
throughout the country. The southern department of
Putumayo, the principal focus of Plan Colombia, was
particularly affected by an upsurge in violence
Civilians were caughtin the crossfire as the FARCand

75




coL

army-backed paramilitary forces fought for control of
the region

Persecution of human rights defenders
Protection programs set up by the Colombian
governmentproved insufficient to counter the
continuing campaign of Inumidation, harassment and
attacks against human rights defenders. At least two
human rights defenders were killed and three
“disappeared”. Many others received persistent death
threats. Defenders in Barrancaberme ja, Santander
department, and in Medellin, Antioquiadepartment,
were particularlyat risk.
&3 Jesus Ramiro Zapata Hoyos, founding member of
the Comité de Derechos Humanos del Nordeste
Antioqueno, North East Antioquia Human Rights
Commutiee, was shot dead in May in Segovia, Antioquia
department. He had received repeated death threats
from paramilitary forces
Angel Quintero and Claudia Monsalve, members of
the Asocracionde Farmiliares de Detenidos-
Desaparecidos (ASFADDES), Association of Families of
theDetained Disappeared, were abducted by
unidentified gunmen in Medellin in October. Their
whereabouts remained unknown at the end of the year
Angel Quintero had faced continuous threats and
harassment as a result of his work with ASFADDES
Several members of his family had "disappeared” in
previous years

Journalists investigating and publishing reports
about human rights and political violence were also
targeted. Eight journalists were killed, mainly by
paramilitary forces, and many more received death
threats or were kidnapped
InMay, Jineth Bedoya Lima, ajournalist with the
daily £/ Espectadornewspaper, was abducted in Bogota
by paramilitary gunmen and subjected to physical and
psychologicaltorturebefore being released 12 hours
later During her ordeal, her abductors threatened to
kill her and four of her colleagues who also reported on
human rights 1ssues

Increasing numbers of judicial officials ir igating

NorthSantander department, injuly 1999. Several
army officers were also under investigation in
connection with the massacre

&3 Two members of the FARC were formally charged in
absentiawith the murder of three US indigenous rights
activists abducted and murdered in February 1999

3 Four paramilitary gunmen were convicted of the
murder in May 1997 of human rights and environmentatl
activists Mario Calderén and El sa Alvarado, and Elsa’s
father, Carlos Alvarado.

However, the vast majority of perpetrators of
violations of human rights and international
humanitarian law continued to evade accountability
Despite numerous outstanding arrest warrants, no
attemptwas made by the armed and security forces to
captureparamilitary leaders responsible for
widespread human rights violations. Paramilitary
leaders arrested by civilian judicial investigators,
routinely escaped from police or military detention

Indefiance of the Constitutional Court, the military
justicesystemcontinued toclaimjurisdictionincases
n which senior armed forcesofficerswere implicated

Legislation

InJuly. after six previous attempts had failed, a law was
enacted making "disappearances”, genocide and forced
displacement criminal offences punishable with prison
terms ofup to 60 years. The law, however, omitted a
clause, opposed by President Pastrana, that would have
provided that all heinous crimes would be tried by
civilian courts.

Areformed Military Penal Code came into effect in
August. The Code introduced important modifications,
including allowing civilians to act as plaintiffs in
military penal proceedings and prohibiting
commanding officers from sitting as judges in cases
involving military personnel under their command
However, the new law failed to give civilian courts
exclusive jurisdiction over human rights violations

Intergovernmental organizations
Ina from the Chair, the UN Commission on

human rights abuses were threatened, attacked and
kidnapped by army-backed paramilitary forces and
guerrillaorganizations

&3 Sevenjudicial investigators "disappeared”
following their abduction by paramilitary forces in
Cesar department in March. Six judicial officials were
killed

&3 InApril, Margarita Pulgarin, a Medellin-based
prosecutor who specialized in investigating links
between the military and paramilitarygroups, was shot
dead outside her home

Justice and impunity

The Attorney General's HumanRights Unit investigated
over 9oo cases of violations of humanrights and
international humanitarian law Significant progress
was made 1n a number of cases

&3 In June, six members of the National Police were
remanded in custody on charges of colluding with
paramilitary forces inamassacre in the town of Tibu,
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Human Rights condemned the persistent grave human
rights violations and abuses perpetrated by
paramilitary forces and armed opposition groups and
called on the government to ensure that members of
state forces involved in human rights violations, or
collusion with paramilitary groups, were suspended
and brought to trial. The Commission expressed
particular concern about the increase in the number of
internally displaced people, the continuingattacks on
humanrights defendersandthe persistence of
impunity, particularly in the military jurisdiction

Duringa visit to Colombia in December, the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights said the human rights
situation was "extremely critical”.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

 Colombia: Protection of human rights defenders — One
step forward, three steps back (Al Index: AMR
23/022/2000)
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* Colombia ReturntoHope ~ Forcibly Displaced
Communities of Uraba and Medio Atrato (Al Index:
AMR 23/023/2000)

« Colombia: Human Rights and USA Military Aud to
Colombia (Al Index: AMR 23/065/2000), published
Jointly with Human Rights Watch and the Washington
Office on Latin America

Visits

Al delegates visited Colombia on six occasions and,
during a meeting with the Vice-President in September,
reiterated Al's call to the government toend human
rightsviolations

CONGO

(DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OFTHE)

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OFTHE CONGO

Head of state and government: Laurent-Désiré Kabila
Capital: Kinshasa

Population: 51 6 million

Official languages: French, Kikongo, Kiswahili, Lingala,
Tshiluba

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children's Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict; Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court

War continued to ravage the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC). Thousands of civilians were
unlawfully killed and tens of thousands more,
displaced from their homes and cut off from
humanitarian aid within the DRC, were facing
starvation by the end of 2000. Tens of thousands
fled to neighbouring countries. Torture, including
rape, waswidespread. All sides used the war to
justify the repression of political dissent and the
imprisonment of opponents was routine. At least 35
executions were carried out by the DRC government.
The armed opposition also carried out executions.

Background

Atleast six foreign countriescontinuedto be directly
involvedin the war in the DRC, whichcontinueddespite
the signing of the Lusaka cease-fire agreement in mid-
1999. DRC government troops were supported by
Angolan, Namibian and Zimbabwean forces. The armed
opposition —composed of the Goma-based faction of
the Rassemblement congolais pour la démocratie(RCD-
Goma), Congolese Rally for Democracy, the RCD-
Mouvement de Libération(RCD-ML), RCD-Movement of
Liberation, and the Mouvement pouria ibérationdu
Congo(MLC), Movement for the Liberation of Congo —
received support from Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda

There appeared tobe a lack of genuine political will
toreacha settlement, with belligerents on all sides
reportedly exploiting the DRC's vast natural resources
The proposed deployment of UN troops to monitor the
cease-fire was prevented by insecurity and lack of
cooperation from the warringparties, particularly the
DRC government. Diplomatic inttiatives included the
signing of a disengagement plan in Kampala in April and
ameetinginKenyain june between DRC President
Laurent-Désiré Kabila and President Paul Kagame of
Rwanda. Rwanda and Uganda continued to invoke the
security threat posed by armed opposition groups
based within the DRC to justify their involvement in the
conflict. Burundic d to deny any invol

Heavy fighting was reported throughout much of
20001n the north n province of E
between DRC government troops and the MLC, led by
Jean-Pierre Bemba. The DRC government was accused
of indiscriminate bombing in the region which resulted
in civilian casualties. The fightingforced tens of
thousands of civilians to flee to neighbouringcountries
(see Republicof the Congo entry). There was alsoheavy
fightingin the southeastern province of Katanga, where
the RCD-Goma and its allies took the town of Pweto in
December Thousands fledacross the border to 2Zambia.

In August Ugandan forces and the RCD-ML forcibly
recruited over 100 childsoldiers in Bunia and
transferred them to Uganda for military training. in
November and December the RCD-Gomaengagedina
massrecruitmentdrive in the Kivu region in which
hundreds of people, including children, were
reportedly recruited, many by force

Deliberate reprisals against the civilian population
wereacommonreactionby all sides tomilitary
setbacks and many unarmed civilians were
extrajudicially executed in revenge attacks. There were
also many rapes. By the end of 2000 as many as two
million civilians were internally displaced and unable
tosupport themselves. Many were facing starvation.

Areas under government control

Political prisoners

A law passed in 1999, which effectively amounted to a
ban on opposition parties, led to the imprisonment of
prisoners of conscience and the repression of political
activity. A presidential amnestyfor political prisoners
announced in February led to the release of some 300
detainees from Kinshasa's central prison, the Centre
pénitentiaire et de rééducation de Kinshasa (CPRK)
However, some individuals who should have benefited
remained in detention. Others were rearrested soon
after their release and other politically motivated
arrests continued throughout 2000.

&3 0n 9 July, 10 members of the Union pouria
démocratie etle progrés social(UDPS), Union for
Democracy and Social Progress, amajor opposition
party, were arrested inKinshasaforallegedly holdinga
political meeting Several werell-treated and
threatened with death during their initial police
interrogation. For the next month all 1o were detained
together in a tiny police cell, where theywere allowed
no visits or medical treatment. They then spent three
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days in an unventilated underground cell before being
transferred to the CPRK on 19 August
Catherine Nzuzi wa Mbombo, presidentof the
Mouvement Populare de la Revolution (MPR), Popular
Revolution Movement, was arrestedon 22 July and
subjectedto five days'interrogation by the security
services during which she was ill-treated. She was
charged with endangering state security, apparently on
the basis of radio interviews she had given to Radio
France Internationale. She was kept under house arrest
until 8 December, when she was provisionally released
3 On 15November Eugéne Diomi Ndongala
Nzomambu, the coordinator of the Front pouria Survie
dela Démocratie (FSD), an umbrella group of about 15
small parties, was arrested by the security services and
held incommunicado for over two weeks before being
transferred to theCPRK. Charged with endangering state
security, he was provisionally released on 8 December
&3 On 8 December Jonas Mukamba Kadiata, a former
director of a national mining company, and pastor
Placide Tshisumpa, president of a prisoner support
organization, werereleased after nearly six months’
detention without trial Theywerechargedin
November with endangering state security. As aresult
of their detention, both men had to be hospitalized
PastorTshisumpa was in particularly poor healthwitha
heartcondition. He was nevertheless briefly returned
to the CPRK in November until fellow prisoners
protested to the prison authorities and secured his
return to the clinic.
Crack-down on alleged coup conspirators
From late October onwards, the government arrested
soldiers and civilians from the eastern provinces of
North-Kivu and South-Kivu, after uncovering an alleged
coup plot. Anselme Masasu Nindaga, formerly a leading
figuren the armed group whichbroughtPresident
Kabila to power in 1997, was among the first to be
arrested. In November he was transferred to Katanga
where he was reportedly held ncommunicado,
awaiting probable court martial Such court martials
have not in the past met international fair trial
standards There were unconfirmed reports that some
of those arrested in connection withthe alleged coup
plot were extrajudicially executed

Scoresof others were held incommunicado and
without charge in various detention centres in
Kinshasa Theyincluded Jeanine Mukanirwa, a
women'srights activist from South-Kivu, who was
arrested on 12 December. Several "disappeared”,
including Aimée Ntabarusha Mungu, a civil servant,
who wasarrested with her three-month-old sonon 13
November, apparently because she had a lodger from
Kivu suspected of involvement in the alleged coup plot
She was held at a security service detention centre
known as the Groupe Litho Mobot1(GLM) building until
23 November, whenshe wasreportedlytakenawayina
truck with several otherdetainees. She had not been
seen again by the end of the year
Death penalty
Despiterepeated assurances given to both Al and the
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights that the
government was committed to a moratorium on
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executions, at least 35 peoplewere executed during
2000. The majority ofdeath sentences were handed
down by the Courd‘ordre militaire(COM), Military
Order Court, a court which does not meet international
fair trial standards. Thereis no appeal against the
decisions of the Court

In late January and early February, 19 people were
executed Most had been convicted of murder or armed
robbery In September, five soldiers and three civilians
were taken from the CPRK and reportedly executed On
12 December afurther eight prisoners, including three
civilians, were executed by firing squad. Among them
was a police officer, Kabangi Ngoy, who had been
sentenced by the COM the previous day for a murder
committed on 8 December

At the end of 2000 up 10 60 people were on death
row at the CPRK. Some had been convicted of economic
or political crimes. They included Ngimbi Nkiama and
Bukasa Musenga, who were convicted in 1999 of
stealing fuel from the military

Torture and ill-treatment continued to be widespread
in unofficial detention centres run by the security
services, where detainees were almost invariably held
incommunicado. Beatings, including whippings
administered with cordeletres(belts), were particularly
common, Psychological torture was also frequent, with
many detainees being threatened with death and some
subjected to mock executions.

Conditions in many detentioncentres were appalling
and constituted cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment. Detainees were routinely refused medical
care. Some detainees died as a result of torture
&3 On 13 October Kikunt Masud, aformer member of
the security services, died in security service custody in
Lubumbashi. He had reportedly been continuously
tortured since his arrest on 7 October by agents from
the Agence nationale de renseignements (ANR),
National Intelligence Agency. He had reportedly been
whipped, burned and hisfeethad beencrushed by
hammer blows. There was apparently no investigation
of his death

1 On 25 May Isaac Akili, a former soldier, was
detainedby security service agentsin Kinshasa and
interrogated forthreehours, during which he was
beatenaround the head with rifle butts and tortured
with electric shocks. He was also shown a hole that had
been dug in the ground and told that it was going to be
his grave. He was later transferred to the CPRK where
he remained at the end of 2000, accused of
endangering state security
& On 16 November, 12 students, including Vital
Ntaboba Badheka, were arrested by the armyaftera
disturbance on a college campus in Kinshasa They
were taken to Kokolo military barracks where they
were stripped naked, whipped and threatened with
death. They were detained overnight, naked and
many withopenwounds, in a filthy cell awash with
excrement.Theywere released the following
morning No action was taken against the soldiers
responsible.
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Human rights defenders

Several human rights activists were harassed,
threatened or briefly detained. Some, including
members of La Voix des Sans Voix, TheVoiceof the
Voiceless, and of the Association africaine dedéfense
desdroits de 'homme(ASADHO), African Association
for the Defence of Human Rights, were temporarily
forced into hiding to avoid arrest

&3 On170ctober AndréTshowa Mbuisha, a member of
Journalisteen danger()ED), Journalist in Danger, was
arrested in Kinshasa while distributing a reporton
press freedom. He was taken to an unofficial detention
centre where he was whipped and subjected to a mock
execution. He was released afewhourslaterbut in
December was asked toreport to the COMfor
questioning on unspecified charges.

Journalists

Press freedom remained tightly controlled. In
September freedom of expression was further curtailed
when the government announced that it was bringing
some of the main privately owned television and radio
stations under state control. A number of journalists
were prisoners of conscience.

&3 On 19 May Freddy Loseke, editor of La Libre
Afrique, was sentenced to three years' imprisonment
by the COM for allegedly insulting the army.

3 On 12 September, twonewspapereditors, Emile-
AiméKakese Vinalu and Jean-Pierre Mukuna Ekanga,
were sentenced to two years’ imprisonment by the
COMon contrivedchargesof endangeringstate
security. Jean-Pierre Mukuna Ekangahad goneto court
thatday toact as a trial witness. Emile-Aimé Kakese
Vinalu had been detained since 23 June and was
tortured. His newspaper’s equipment, including two
computers and a printer, was confiscated.

3 Feu d'Or Bonsange, a journalist with the weekly
newspaper L'Alarme, was arrested on 11 November and
detainedincommunicadoby the security services. He
was released without charge on 1 December but
L’Alarmewas forced tocease publishing.
Unlawfulkillings

Unarmed civilianswerereportedly killed by
government forces as aresult either of direct attacks or
of indiscriminate bombings. However, it was often
difficult to obtain independent confirmation of
incidents n conflictzones.

3 On 29December DRC government airplanes
bombed the port of Boyele on the Oubanguiriverin
neighbouringRepublic of the Congo, reportedly killing
eightpeopleandinjuringdozens.

Areas controlled by opposition groups and
foreign forces

The RCD factions and their foreign allies were
responsible for widespread abuses in eastern DRC, in
particular the unlawful killing of civilians, arbitrary
arrests, unlawful detention and torture, including rape
(see Rwanda and Uganda entries). Such abuses were
often committed in response to attacks by armed
groups opposed to the RCD-Goma, which included the
Rwandese interahamwe and ex-FAR(former Rwandese
government army), Congolese armed groups known as
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the mayi-mayi,and Burundian, mainly Hutu, armed
groups. All of these groups were responsible for grave
human rights abuses

Unlawful killings

3 Ugandan forcesand RCD-ML troops were implicated
inthe killing of dozens of unarmed members of the Lendu
ethnic group in the northeastern province of Kibali-Itur:.
On20Aprilatleastiswerekilled in Rethy anda further
six werekilled at Buba two days later. Tens of thousands
of Lendu fled from their homes to surrounding forests,
where many died of starvation and disease.

&3 Oni14-15May, some 30 civilians were reportedly
killed by RCD-Goma troops at the village of Katogota,
south of Bukavu, apparently in reprisal for the killing of
a senior RCD commander during clashes between the
RCD-Goma and a Burundian armed opposition group.
The RCD-Goma announced an investigation.

&3 Betweensand 10 June, at least 700 civilians were
killed when fighting broke out betweenRwandese and
Ugandan troops in Kisangani. Some people were shot
dead; many others were killed in indiscriminate
shelling. Some capturedsoldiers were also
extrajudicially executed — Rwandese soldiers
reportedly executed at least 10 captured Ugandan
soldiers on n and 12 June after the fighting had stopped
&3 On g )uly interahamweforcesattacked acamp for
the internally displaced at Sake, west of Goma,
reportedly killing 40 people

3 On 28 August as many as 12people were reportedly
killed at thevillage of Kirima, west of Butembo, in an
attack onalocal restaurant by Ugandan soldiers. They
included the couple whoran the restaurantand a
schoolboy named Muhindo.

Persecution of human rights defenders

The RCD continued to be hostile towards human rights
activists anddozens weredetained during 2000. Some
were tortured.

&3 On2February Jean-Pierre Masumbuko, a member
of the Goma-based non-governmental organization
(NGO) APREDECI, wasarrested by RCD soldiers and
taken to the Chien Méchantdetention centre in Goma
where soldiers reportedly took turns at beating him. He
was apparently accused of passing information to
international humanrightsgroups, including sending
photographs to Al. He escaped on 5 February.

&3 In February Archbishop Emmanuel Kataliko was
banished by the RCD from Bukavu and sent to Butembo,
after he criticized the presence of foreign powers in the
DRC. Priestswhovoicedsupportfor the archbishop
were themselves threatened. He was allowed toreturn
to Bukavu in September. shortly before his death during
avisit to Italy.

&3 On29August, fourmen who had recently been
appointed to a new transitional assembly announced
by President Kabila were detained in Bukavu by the
RCD-Gomaand held fora month. Theyincluded Paulin
Bapolisi and Gervais Chirhalwira Nkunzimana, both
lecturers.

&3 0ngOctober, 13 activists from various NGOs were
arrested by Rwandese soldiers at the offices of the NGO
Groupe Jérémie. They had gathered to discuss the visit
of the UN High Commissioner for HumanRights to
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Gomaon 3 October. The 13 were taken to a military
camp at Saio on the border with Rwanda, where they
were reportedly tortured. They were released later the
same day. Some later fled the country.

There was widespread torture, including rape, of
detainees held in RCD-Goma custody.

&3 Karume Chisirikaa, a formerteacher, was arrested
by RCD-Goma in Bukavu on 28 September for his
alleged role in a grenade attack in the town in August.
He wasreportedlybeaten with an iron bar and told that
he would bekilledif he did not sign a confession. He
was still detained at the end of 2000.

&3 Willy Kabala, Félicité and Frangoise Nzibera were
beaten and detained for several hours on 16 January by
RCD-Goma members, after failing to reveal the
whereabouts of human rightsactivists.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

« Democratic Republic of Congo: Government terrorizes
cntics (Al Index: AFR 62/001/2000)

« Democratic Republic of Congo: Killing human decency
(Al Index: AFR 62/007/2000)

« Al urges the Presidents of Uganda and Rwanda tostop
killings (Al Index: AFR 62/015/2000)

Visits

In OctoberAl delegates visited parts of eastern DRC

controlled by the armed opposition, including Goma,

Bukavu and Bunia. In late October and early November

Al visited the Republic of the Congo and the Central

African Republic tointerview refugees from the DRC.

From late Novemberto early December Al visited

Kinshasa.
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(REPUBLIC OFTHE)

REPUBLICOFTHECONGO

Head of state and government: Denis Sassou Nguesso
Capital: Brazzaville

Population: 2.6 million

Official language: French

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

A measure of stability returned to the country after
ceasefire agreements between warring militia were
signed atthe end of 1999. Around halfthose militia
were dtohavebeen demobilized during 2000,
withmany being reintegrated into the army. However,
a proposed national dialogueinvolving all sides to the
conflictdid nottakeplace. Although mostofthose who
had been internally displaced by the fighting were able
to return to their homes, the country was hitbya new
refugee crisis inthe north as tens ofthousands of
civilians fled the war in neighbouring Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC). Conditions of detention
were harsh; 13 people died in police custody.

Demobilization of militia

Following the signing of two cease-fire agreements in
November and December 1999, the process of
demobilizingan estimated total of 25,000 militia
fighters began. These included members of the
Cocoyes(loyal to former President Pascal Lissouba),
the Cobras(loyal to President Dennis Sassou
Nguesso), and the Ninjas(loyal to former Prime
Minister Bernard Kolélas). All those who surrendered
and handed in their weapons were guaranteed an
amnesty by the government, including those
responsible for serious human rights abuses during
thearmed conflict.

In Aprilin the northern town of Owando, 700
weapons were reportedly handed in by the militia
known as the Faucons (Falcons), loyal to former Prime
Minister Joachim Yhombi Opango. In July, 8oo
members of the Cocoyes were reportedly demobilized
in the western town of Mossend jo. In December the
follow-up committee responsible for overseeing the
implementation of the cease-fire announced that
13,000 weapons had been handed in and that 12,000
militiafighters had been demobilized during2000.

However, some groups reportedly refused to
demobilize, including militia in the Niari region,
traditionally a stronghold of the Cocoyes. Many of
those who had been demobilized found themselves
homeless and without the means to support themselves
properly. In October the government announced a
reintegrationprogram, part-funded by the UN, aimed at
reintegrating 5,000 former militia members into civil
society.

In March Lieutenant Jean-Claude Bayoulath, a
former member of the Cocoyes, wasreportedlykilled in
thetownofNkayifollowing adispute witha former
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member of the Cobras. Both had recently been
reintegrated into the army. It was not known if anyone
was brought to justice for thekilling.

National dialogue delayed

Thecease-fire agreements provided for an inclusive
national dialogue on ways forward for the country,and
the year began positively with therelease in Impfondo
in January of 17 political prisoners linked to Bernard
Kolélas. They had been detained since late 1997.
However, the proposed national dialogue had still not
taken place by the end of 2000 and it remained unlikely
thatsome of the main opposition leaders in exile, who
were excluded from the amnesty, would take part

0On 4 May Bernard Kolélas and former Minister of the
Interior Philippe Bikinkitawere convicted in absentia
of torture during the 1997 conflict. They were
sentenced to death after a trial lasting three days. In
late 1999 Pascal Lissouba had been sentenced in
absentiato 20 years' imprisonment for plotting to kill
President Nguesso. All three remained inexileat the
end of 2000.

A preliminary draft of a new constitution was
approved by the government in November but
criticized by opposition groups, which claimed that it
concentrated too much power in thehandsof the
President. Thegovernment announced that elections
would take place in 2001

Refugees and the internally displaced

Almost all the estimated 800,000 people who were
internally displaced by the armed conflicts of 1997 and
1998 were reported to have returned to their homes by
the end of 2000. Many were in poor health after being
forced to live in forests wherefood was scarce and
medical carevirtually non-existent. The homes of many
hadbeenlootedin their absence.

Heavy fighting between DRC government forcesand
the armed oppositionin neighbouring DRC forced tens
of thousands to seek safety innorthern Congo. Some
claimed tohavebeenfieeingforciblerecruitmentby
DRC government forces. On 29 December, DRC
government planesbombedthe portof Boyele on the
Oubanguiriver, reportedly killing eight people and
injuring dozens. By the end of 2000 at least 100,000
refugees from the DRCwereestimated tobe living in
the northern province of Likouala. There wereserious
food shortages. In September the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimated that as
many as 28,000 refugees were inaccessible and cut off
from humanitarian aid, but by the end of 2000 UNHCR
had managed to gain access to most areas.

Al delegates attempting to visit refugee camps
around Bétou in November wererefused permission to
enter the camps by the Congolese authorities.

Deaths in custody

On 12 November, 13 detainees died, reportedly of
suffocation, 1n a police cell in the coastal town of
Pointe-Noire. Three others were admitted to hospital in
acriticalstate. Theyhadbeenheldin asmall cell for
several days, reportedly without charge. In December,
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five police officers went on trial, accused of causing the
deaths of the 13 through negligence

Prison conditions were generally poor, with reports
that in several prisons, including those in Pointe-Noire
and in the northern town of Ouesso, detainees were
deprived of food for several days at a ime. Medical care
wasoftenunavailable.

Freedom of expression

On 15 July Crepin Casino Mbeto, a journalist for the pro-
government newspaper Le Choc, was arrested at his
home in Ouesso, apparently for havingreportedon a
recent clash in the townbetweenmembers of the
police and the gendarmerie. He was held forseveral
days without charge

Al country visit

In November Al delegates visited Bétou in the northern
Congolese province of Likouala in orderto interview
refugeesfromthe DRC.

COTE D'IVOIRE

REPUBLIC OF COTE D'IVOIRE

Head of state: Laurent Gbagbo (replaced General Robert
Guei in October)

Head of government: Affi N'Guessan

Capital: Yamoussoukro

Population: 14.7 million

Official language: French

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

During 2000 the security forces committed some of
the most serious human rights violations to take
placeinCéted'lvoire in three decades. Killings and
torturewere carried out with total impunity. At least
57 opposition supporters, whose bodies were found
ina mass grave in Youpougon in October, were
reported to be victims of extrajudicial execution. An
inquiry was set up to investigate the massacre but no
information about its nature or progress was
available by the end of the year, and no arrests or
investigation were knownto have beeninitiated.

Background

After the government of President HenriKonan Bédié
was overthrown by amilitary coup on 24 December
1999, General Robert Gueiheaded a transitional
government which included representatives of the
main political parties. In July the military government
introduced a new Constitution which wasapprovedby
a public referendum. It stipulated that presidential
candidates must be born of Ivorian parentsand have
never held another nationality. This provision focused
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public debate on the nationality of Alassane Ouattara,
leader of the opposition party, the Rassemblement des
Républicains(RDR), Republican Assembly. The Supreme
Court ruled that he was ineligible to run in the October
presidential elections and the December legislative
elections on grounds relating to his nationality.

The presidential election was won by Laurent
Gbagbo of the Front populaire ivoirien (FPI), [vorian
Popular Front. General Guer, who was also a candidate
inthe elections, triedforcibly to reject the results
However, after two days of mass demonstrations in
Abidjan, theeconomic capital, in which several people
werekilled, he handed over power. In December
protesters clashed with the security forces over the
exclusion of Alassane Ouattara's candidacy in the
legislative elections. President Gbagbo declared a state
of emergency. The elections went ahead despite a
boycott by RDR supporters and widespread calls for a
postponement, and were won by the FPI. Votingdid not
take place in many northern constituencies because of
the boycott and elections there had notbeen held by
the end of theyear

Parallel military units

During thefirsthalf of theyear military personnel,
including unofficial gangs of soldiers known as the
Camoraor the Red Brigades, committed a wide range of
human rights violations. They killed suspected
offenders, sometimes in public, and arrested, ili-
treated and threatened others, including critics of the
government. Sometimes abuses took place in public or
at the Primature, the Head of State's offices.

3 Several times in the first three months of the year
officersraided Douakro, the birthplace of former
President Konan Bédié, assaulted his relatives and
seized money and valuables that the new government
considered had been obtained fraudulently.

In May Thomas N'Dri, alawyer, was forcibly taken
by soldiers from his office and detained for several
hours ata military camp in Akouedo, near Abidjan,
apparently in an attempt to extort money from him.
Alsoin May soldiers detained and beat several
journalists from La Référence newspaper.

Excessive use offorce and extrajudicial
executions

The security forces reportedly killed protesters and
extrajudicially executed political opponents.

3 In Abidjan, on 24 October, General Gueii's
presidential guard fired on hundreds of peaceful
demonstrators who were calling on the military
government torespect the results of the presidential
election twodays previously. The security forces also
firedatdemonstratorswho had fled into alagoon at
Carena, in Abidjan. The bodies of more than 20 men and
women were subsequently retrieved from the lagoon,
some of them with bullet wounds.

3 On2sand 26 October dozens of suspected
sympathizers of the RDR were arrested, some at their
homes, by the gendarmerie. Subsequently, s7bodies
were found in amassgravein Youpougon, in north
Abidjan. Twosurvivors reported that the detainees had
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been taken to a gendarmerie commandocampat
Abobo, in north Abidjan, where mostof them were
killed. The few surviving detainees were forced to load
the bodies onto a lorry to be taken to an area of
wasteland at Youpougon. Before they wereburied, the
security forces reportedly fired further shots tokill any
whowerestill alive. When the massgrave was
discoveredshortly afterwards, the new civilian
government announced that an inquiry would
investigate the killings. However, by theend of the year
no information had been made available about the
nature or progress of the inquiry, and noarrestsor
investigation of alleged perpetrators had been carried
out despite compelling evidence.

Torture and ill-treatment of detainees, resulting in at
least three deaths, was also reported.

&3 In September, three armed forces officers,
including Staff Sergeant Souleymane Diomandé,
reportedly died as a result of torture, Theywere among
about 30 officers detained at the Akouedo military
campin Abidjan who were alleged to have attacked
General Guei's residence on 1B September. Members of
General Guei's presidential guard reportedly tied them
down onto barbed wire and trampled on them in the
presence of senior military justice officials. Aninternal
inquiry wasopened into the deaths but noinformation
about its progress was made public by the end of 2000.
3 In December scores of detainees reported being
beaten, burned or raped. On 4and 5 December
hundreds of people were arrested after they protested
at the blocking of Alassane Quattara's candidacy in the
legislative elections. Al considered some of those
arrested to be prisoners of conscience, arrested solely
because of their suspected supportfor the RDR or their
ethnic origin, since the RDR receives much of its
supportfrom Muslim northerners. InDecemberan Al
delegation visited detainees held at the Police Academy
in Abidjan. Most bore visible traces of injuries and
burns, and many said they had been thrown on a fire or
beaten with belts and clubs. Some women detainees
said that, after their arrest, police had handed them
over to RDR opponents who had raped them. Many
people had witnessed these rapes. After Al published
itsconcerns, President Gbagboordered an inquiry
which concluded that therapeshad occurred. The
President said that the perpetrators would be
punished.

Al country report and visits

Report

 Coted'lvorre: Some military personnel believethey
have impunity above the law (Al Index: AFR
31/003/2000)

Visits

In May Al senta delegation to Cote d'lvoire, led by its

Secretary General, Pierre Sané, which met General Guei

and carried out research. A further research visit was

carried out in November.
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CROATIA

REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

Head of state: Stjepan Mesi¢

Head of government: Ivica Ratan

Capital: Zagreb

Population: 4.8 million

Official language: Croatian

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes
2000treatyratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention

Returns of Serb refugees to Croatia increased,
although concern about their sustainable
reintegration into their pre-war communities
remained. The newauthorities made considerable
efforts to increase cooperation with the
International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (Tribunal). A number of Croat and
Bosnian Croat military and paramilitary leaders were
arrested on suspicion of having committed war
crimesin Croatia and Croat-held areas of Bosnia-
Herzegovina; scores of CroatianSerb returnees were
also arrested on outstanding war crimes charges.

Background

General elections were held in January 2000 and
resulted in a landslide victory for a coalition of six
opposition partiesover the governing Hrvatska
demokratska zajednica (HDZ), Croatian Democratic
Union. Presidential elections, held in February, were
similarly won by an opposition politician, Stjepan
Mesi¢. The new government announced its intention to
improve Croatia's human rightsrecord, in particular its
willingness toenableallSerbrefugees toreturn totheir
country freely. In November the lower house of
Parliament adopted a number of amendments to the
Constitution, which limited the powers of the President
and established wider-ranging control by Parliament
over the government.

In September the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe closed its monitoring procedure, as 1t
considered that Croatia had mostly honoured the
commitments regarding democratization and human
rights which it had undertaken when joining the Council
of Europein 1996 and had implemented the provisions
of the Dayton and Erdut peace agreements. In
November negotiations started between the
government and the European Commission on the
establishment of a stabilization and association
agreementas a first step towards future European
Union membership.

In May Croatiajoined the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) Partnership for Peace.

Refugee returns

According tostatistics of the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), during 2000 more than 18,000
Croatian Serbs returned to the country under the
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Return Programme, a decree adoptedby the Croatian
Parliamentin 1998. It wasestimated that thousands of
others returned spontaneously. Theincrease in returns
appeared to be a result of the new government's
announcedresolve to accelerate thereturn process
and toremove legal and political obstacles that had
hampered returns in previous years.

A number of new or amended laws regulating return
and reintegration were passed. For instance in June an
amended reconstruction law was adopted by
Parliament, which removed discriminatory regulations
included in the previous version. However, the law was
subsequently further amended, giving rise to concern
that it might stilt discriminate against Croatian Serbs in
its system for setting priorities.

Theinactionof many local housing committees,
tasked under the Return Programme to process
returnees’ applications for the return of private
property, continued throughout 2000. By the end of the
year, inabout 30 per cent of these cases, repossession
had taken place. This inaction arose partly from the lack
of clarity in howvarious provisions of the Return
Programme should be implemented, as well as legal
inconsistencies in the Return Programme. In some parts
of the country — primarily eastern Slavonia —the legal
situation was confusing as entirely different property
laws were applied to enable the return of Croatians

However, in many cases political obstruction
appeared tounderlie the failure to reinstate Serbs in
their property. For instance, in September, the UNHCR
and Organizationfor Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE) missions presented the government with
alistof 88 cases of illegal double occupancy of
returnees’ houses, asking it tourgently resolve these as
afirststep. By the end of 2000, only seven households
hadreportedly been reinstated as a result of this
initiative. [n the Kninarea, where 2scases of double
occupancy hadbeenreported to the authorities, only
two cases were resolved,

Prosecutions for war crimes
The new government made immediate and significant
efforts to ensure fuller cooperation with the Tribunal.

InMarch the authorities surrendered a Bosnian
Croat, Mladen Naletili¢, tothe custody of the Tribunal
He had beenindictedfor warcrimes in Mostar in
Bosnia-Herzegovina, and the Tribunalhad repeatedly
requested his transferfrom Croatia, where he was
imprisoned pending trial for other crimes.

In April the Croatian Parliament adopted a
declaration on cooperation with the Tribunal, pledging
to hand over all documents in thegovernment's
possessionthat could be used as evidence by the
prosecution or the defence. In addition, the declaration
confirmed the Tribunal'sjurisdiction overcrimes under
international law committed during and after the
armed conflict. Previously, the Croatian authorities had
disputed such jurisdiction for crimes committed after
OperationsFlash and Stormin199s. In April, Tribunal
investigators were allowed for the first time to exhume
amassgravesite near Gospic, thought to contain
bodies of Serbciviliansexecutedin 199, Nevertheless,
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inNovember the Tribunal’s Prosecutor told the UN
Security Council thatseveral requests for information
from the Croatiangovernment were still outstanding,
including some foraccess to witnessesand documents
inconnectionwith Operation Storm.

In August unidentified perpetratorskilled former
special policeman Milan Levar, apparently in
retaliationfor his widely publicized statements
implicating local Croatian milttary and police officers in
the killingsof Serbs in Gospicin 1991, and his open
cooperation with Tribunal investigators. Despite the
fact that the Tribunal had expressed concern about
Milan Levar's safety in aletter to the Croatian Minister
of the Interior in 1998, 1t appeared that the Gospi¢
police hadneverbeen formally instructed to protect
him. The killing met with official condemnation and a
police investigation was opened immedtately, although
nobody had beenchargedby the end of 2000.

In September, five Croatian Army officers were
arrestedin Gospi¢ and aninvestigationinto their
suspected involvementin war crimesin 1991 was
conducted by the Rijeka County investigative judge.
Based on evidence given by thesesuspects, another
massgravesite near Udbina —west of Gospi¢— was
identified inDecember. The bodies of 18 people,
presumed to be Serb civilians, were exhumed.

Also in September, police arrested two former
officers of the Bosnian Croat intelligence services who
were suspected of having participated in the killing of
over 100 Bosniac (Bosnian Muslim) civilians in the
village of Ahmi¢i in central Bosnia in 1993. These men
had apparently been in hiding in the town of Zadar
since 1998. Two local Croatian police of ficerswere
charged with providing them with false identity papers
and driving licences, but were acquitted in November
for lack of evidence.

Policealso arrestedscoresof Croatian Serbs for
alleged war crimes. Many of those arrested had
returned under the Return Programme and some had
apparently previously received confirmation from the
Interior Ministry that they had no outstandingcriminal
records or had been granted amnesty. Al was
concerned that in several cases the arrests were
reportedly based on indictments brought during the
armed conflict in which large groups of individuals
were charged together, and thatsome of the charges
might have been arbitrarily defined
JovankaNenadovi¢, a 67-year-old Croatian Serb
woman, wasarrested inPakracinOctoberfor allegedly
participating in war crimes against Croatian civilians in
thatarea. Before her arrest she had been arefugee in
the Republika Srpska in Bosnia-Herzegovina, but she
had visited her home in Pakracseveral imes. An
indictment against her, which was issued in 1999,
appeared to be solely based on hearsay evidence given
by a local witness, now deceased. Because of her poor
health Jovanka Nenadovi¢ was transferred to the
Zagreb prison hospital pending trial.

&3 In july the Osijek County Courtacquitted five
Croatian Serbs of war crimes after a second retrial. The
men, all from the eastern Slavonian village of
Sodolovci, had beenchargedin 1994 with the
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indiscriminate shelling of surrounding villages. Both
their original trial and their first retrial were flawed by
violations of international fair trial standards and of
domestic criminal procedure.

In June the retrial of Croatian Serb Mirko Graorac
ended with his renewed conviction. He received a
reduced sentence of I15 years’ imprisonment. Al had
criticized the original trial proceedings, which were
held 1n1996, for serious violations of his right toa fair
trial. The renewed conviction appeared to be solely
based on evidence given by prosecution witnesses,
several of whom had identified the accused in flawed
identification procedures held during the original
investigation and trial proceedings. In addition, no
investigation waseverconducted into allegations
that Mirko Graorac had been tortured after his arrest
in199s5.

Unresolved 'disappearances’
Thefateand whereabouts of thousands of people who
"disappeared” during the war yearsremained
unknown. Despitelarge-scale exhumations, mostly of
mass graves in eastern Slavonia, more than 1,500 Croats
were still unaccounted for. Some 600 Croatian Serbs
were still missing since Operations Flash and Stormin
1995. The slownesswith which cases were resolved was
toalarge degree dueto the lack of progress in
negotiations between the government commissions on
missing persons of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(FRY) and Croatia, which met twice during2000

In November Al called on newly elected FRY
President Vojislav Kostunica to transfer three indicted
men who remained on FRY territory to the Tribunal. The
three, who were officersin the then Yugoslav People’s
Army, were allegedly responsible for the abduction of
some 260 men from the hospital in Vukovar, after the
town fell inNovember 1991, and their subsequent
execution. The bodies of scores of victims werenever
found.
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CUBA

REPUBLIC OF CUBA

Head of state and government: Fidel Castro Ruz
Capital: Havana

Population: 11.2 million

Official language: Spanish

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Conventionon the
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention

Individuals and groups peacefully exercising their
rightsto freedom of expression,association and
assembly continued toface repression. Some
conditional reteases of prisoners of consciencegave
rise to hopes that the attitude of the Cuban
government towards dissidents might be thawing,
butnew sentences and a seriousescalation in
repressionduringthe closing months of 2000
discouraged such optimism. Journalists, political
opponents and human rights defenders were
subjected to severe harassment. Several hundred
people, at least 13 of whom were prisoners of
conscience, remained imprisoned for political
offences. The authorities continued to useshortterm
detention, house arrest, threats and harassmentto
stifle and discourage political dissent. The courts
continued to apply the death penalty.

Background

In Cuba, repression of dissent is legitimized by the
Constitution and the Penal Code. Some offences against
state security, such as "enemy propaganda”, as well as
offences against authority, such as "disrespect”, have
been widely applied tosilence critics. Others, like
"dangerousness”, areill-defined and open topolitically
motivated misuse. Attimes, dissidents have been
convicted of criminal offences believed to have been
fabricated in order to discredit them or their organization
orin retaliation for peaceful expression of their beliefs
Detained dissidents have on occasion been held for long
periods without trial, or convicted after procedures that
did not meet international standards for fair trial.

The US embargoagainst Cuba continued. The Cuban
governmenthas traditionally argued that itis justified
in depriving dissidents of fundamental freedoms of
expression, association and assembly in order to
maintain the unity of the country against hostile forces
abroad. Although Al's mandate does not permit it to
take apositionon the US embargo against Cuba or any
other type of sanction, Al recognizes that theembargo
hasincreasedhardship within Cuba and has
contributed, for example, to poor prison conditions.
However, Al maintains that all states, irrespective of
any external threat, are obliged to fulfil the duties laid
outintheUniversalDeclarationof Human Rights,
including the duty to respect fundamental freedoms.
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Prisoners o fconscience

At least 13 identified prisoners of conscience were held
at the end of 2000. Al wasalso investigating the cases of
numerous possible prisoners of conscience, includinga
further13individuals arrestedduring the escalation In
repression attheendof the year

€3 Angel Moya Acosta and Julia Cecilia Delgado were
convicted of “disrespect” and sentenced to a year's
imprisonment each after being detained in mass arrests
that took place in the days leading up to the
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights in December (see below).

3 Victor Rolando Arroyo Carmona, a journalist, was
sentenced to six months’ imprisonment in January for
collecting toys which he planned to give away to
children. He was convicted of hoarding. His conviction
appearedto be motivated by his work for the
independent press agency Uniénde Periodistas y
Escritores Cubanos Independientes, Union of Cuban
Independent Journalists and Writers, and his reported
links with exile groups in Miami, USA, opposed to the
government. His arrestin January took place during a
period of clamp-down ondissidents, in the aftermath of
the Ibero-American Summit in Havana. He wasreleased
in July after serving his sentence.

&3 In July Nestor Rodriguez Lobaina, presidentof the
unofficial Movimiento de Jovenes Cubanos por la
Democracia, Cuban Youth Movement for Democracy,
was convicted of "disrespect”, "public disorder”, and
"damages”. Eddy Alfredo Mena y Gonzalez, another
member of the movement, stood trial with him on the
same charges. Nestor Rodriguez was sentenced to six
years and two months' imprisonment, while Eddy
Alfredo Mena was sentenced to five years andone
month.

&3 DrOscarkElias Biscet Gonzalez, president of the
FundacionLawtonde Derechos Humanos, |.awton
Foundation for Human Rights, a humanitarian
organization considered illegal by the Cuban
authorities, was sentenced to three years’
imprisonment on 25 February. He was initially arrested
on 3 November 1999 and charged with "insult to the
symbols of the homeland", which carries amaximum
sentence of one year’s imprisonment. The charge was
reportedly brought against him because hehunga
Cuban flag sidewayson his balcony during apress
conference at his home on 28 October i999. The
prosecutor’s petition against him, issued in February
2000, included two further charges—"public disorder”
and "instigation to commit a crime”.

Releases

Several prisoners of conscience were conditionally
released.

3 MartaBeatriz Roque, Felix Bonne Carcasés and
René G6mez Manzano, three of the so-called "Group of
Four”, were conditionally released in May. The four
members of the Grupode Trabajo dela Disidencia
Interna para el Analisis de la Situacion Socio-
Economica Cubana, Internal Dissidents’' Working Group
for the Analysis of the Cuban Socio-Economic Situation,
hadbeenheld in custody since July 1997. They were
sentenced in 1999 to between three-and-a-half and five
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years imprisonmentona charge ofsedition, under
state security legislation. The fourth member of the
group, Vladimiro RocaAntunez, remained in prison

&3 Orestes Rodriguez Horruitiner, sentenced to four
years' imprisonment in 1997 for "enemy propaganda”
was conditionally released in April after serving part of
his sentence. He was prosecuted after publications
consideredby the authorities to be counter-
revolutionary were foundat his home.

Dissidents detained without trial

A number of members and supporters of opposition
groups were detained without trial. More than 00
were rounded up and held briefly in the days around
10 December.

E3 Maritza LugoFernandez, vice-president of the
unauthorized Partido Democratico 30 de Noviembre
“Frank Pais”, "Frank Pais” 30 November Democratic
Party, wasarrested on 23 December 1999. She planned
to participate in a religious procession tocelebrate
Christmas but was detained along with six others, all of
whomwerereleased within a few days. She went on
hunger strike twice in protest against her arrest and
continued detention without charge. She was
eventually charged with "public disorder”, but was not
tried. She wasreleasedon 1 june, more than five
months after her arrest. Maritza Lugo Fernandez was
rearrested on 15 December and remained in detention
at the end of the year.

Angel Moya Acosta and brothers Guido and Ariel
Sigler Amaya, all members of the illegal Movimiento
Opcion Alternativa, Alternative Option Movement,
were detained on 15 December 1999 after participating
ina peaceful demonstration fivedays earlier in Pedro
Betancourt village, Matanzas province, to celebrate the
sist anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. Although they were charged with “resistance”,
"public disorder”, and "instigation to commita crime”,
no trial ever took place. Guido Sigler Amaya was
transferred from prison to house arrest in june, and
wasfreed in july. Ariel Sigler Amayaand Angel Moya
Acostawere freed on 7August. Angel Moya Acosta was
rearrested in December and sentenced to one year's
imprisonment for "disrespect” (see above).

Death penalty

Cubamaintains the death penalty for a large number of
offences. At least eight people weresentenced to death
by firng squad in 2000, and at least 20 people were
under sentence of death at the end of the year. Concern
about the death penalty is exacerbated by the
authorities’ failure to uphold their ownguarantees of
fair trial, particularly the right to adequatedefence. It is
difficult for Alto monitor application of the death
penalty in Cuba assentencesand executions are rarely
made public.

&3 Jorge LuisRodriguez Mir, who has consistently
maintained his innocence, was sentenced to death for
the murder of a policeman in November 1999. Jorge Luis
Rodriguez Mir reportedly suffers from schizophrenia
and epilepsy and while in prison mutilated his own
hands so badly that they had to be amputated.
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Accordingtoreports, although his medical condition
was considered at trial, the authorities decided not to
take this into account when giving their verdict, in
contravention of international standards.

&3 Osmany Brito Cartaya, Alberto Diaz Pérez, Julio
Alberto Morales Montero, MorlaixNodal Pozo, Reidel
Rodriguez Reyes and Héctor Santana Vega were all tried
andsentencedto death in February 2000, followinga
December 1999 escape attempt from the Ciego de Avila
Provincial Prison during which five prison guards died.
The six men exercised their automatic right of appeal to
the People’s Supreme Court, which upheld the
convictions and the cases then went before the Cuban
Council of State. The men were held in Cuba’s most
secure prison, the National Special Regime Prison in
Camaguey province.

3 EdimirTorres Sifonte was sentenced to death on 25
January for therape and murder of a young woman. He
appealed in May against his conviction, which was
reportedly upheld.

3 JoséHassan Rojas was sentenced to death for
murder in July. His appeal wasbefore the People’s
Supreme Court at the end of the year.

Prison conditions

Prison conditions reportedly continued to be poorand
1n some cases constitutedcruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. Many prisoners were said to be in poor
health as a result of insanitary conditions and
inadequate medical attention.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

« Cuba: Shortterm detention and harassment of
dissidents (Al Index: AMR 25/004/2000)

« Cuba: Prisoners of conscience — New convictions
overshadow releases (Al Index: AMR 25/021/2000)

Visits

Allastvisited Cubain 1988. Since then the government

has not responded to the organization's requests to be

allowed into the country.

Amnesty Internati'onal Report 2001




CZECH REPUBLIC

CZECH REPUBLIC

Head of state: Véclav Havel

Head of government: Milo3 Zeman

Capital: Prague

Population: 10 million

Official language: Czech

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict

Police arbitrarily detained and ill-treated dozens of
people suspected of participating in protests against
the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) in September. A numberof Roma who were
subjectedto racist violence were inadequately
protected by police officers. Poor conditions in
prisonsledto widespread peaceful protests.

Arbitrary detention and ill-treatment

Around 850 people were detained in Prague following
protests organized to coincide with the annual
meeting of the World Bankand the IMF. The
demonstrationsattracted between 10,000 and 12,000
activistsfromaround the world. Violence erupted
when 400 people attempted to breakthrough a police
cordonguarding the conference centrewhere the
meeting was being held. Sporadic acts of violence
continued into the evening as dozens of activists
smashed shop windows in Wenceslas Square.
However, the vast majority of those detained had
engaged in non-violent protests. A number of those
detained were not involvedin any unauthorized
protestactivity and a smaller number were simply
incidentally presentat thesceneof the police action to
apprehend protesters. The decisionto detain them
appears to have beenarbitrary.

Many detainees complained about policeiill-
treatmentand submitted medical evidence of injuries
caused by the beatings. The police apparently
systematically refused detainees therightstoinforma
member of their family or a third person of their
whereabouts, to be informed about thechargesina
language which they could understand, and to contact a
lawyer. Detainees werenot medically examined after
being apprehended and there were reports that some
were denied adequate medical care. The vast majority
of detainees also appeared to have beendetained in
the first 24 to 48 hours in overcrowded conditions,
withoutreceiving adequatefood or water. In several
police stations detainees wereforcedto pass between
two lines of police officers who hit many of them.

Roma

A new law on the residence of aliens, which came into
force in January, was severely criticizedfor giving
policearbitrary powers. Article 5 lists documents
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which the police, at their discretion, can demand of an
alien applyingforresidence; itwasfearedthatthe
power todemand a full list of documentswouldbe
used inadiscriminatory manner, especially against
Roma. In addition, Article 65 gives foreignspouses of
Czech nationals theright to permanent residence, but
denies this right to spouses of foreigners with
permanent residence. Since many benefitsand basic
social services are linked to permanent residence,
many families of foreigners could be denied social
benefit or the right to work. Many Roma who were
denied Czech citizenship in 1993 when the
Czechoslovak Federationwas dissolved, and have not
acquired it since, were particularly affected by the
legislation.

Therewere reports of racistviolence againstRoma
and allegations that the authorities apparently failed to
investigate someincidentseffectively
3 InFebruary in a barin Nachod, around 15
skinheads shouted racist insults and attacked five
Roma and one other man who was punched in the head,
breaking one of his teeth. Gabriela Farkasova, Romani
Advisor to the District Government Office and a witness
to the attack, managed to leave the bar and call the
police. Although the Romani victims identified some of
the attackers, the police allegedly failed to detain or
evenproperlyregistertheir identities at that time.
Subsequently, all of the victims were questioned about
theincident and helped toidentify one of the attackers
from the documentation concerning local skinheads.
However, the majority of the skinheads were not local
and the police did not show the victims photos of any
skinheads from outside the locality. Apparently the
policetreatedthe incidentas a barbrawlratherthana
racist attack.

In August the UN Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination expressed concern about the
increasingnumber of racially motivated attacksagainst
minoritygroups, particularly Roma, and noted that many
suchattacksmay notevenbe reported. The Committee
also expressed concern about the lack of effectiveness of
and confidence in the criminal justicesystemin
preventingand combatingracialcrimesand the
ineffective implementation of existing legislation to
prosecuteperpetratorsof incitement toracial hatred.
Concernwas also expressed about the degrading
treatment minority groupswere subjected to by members
of the police force. TheCommittee recommended that the
Czech government strengthen measures toimprove the
enforcement of criminal laws against racially motivated
crimes, and continue and strengthen training programs
for police and officials in charge of implementing the law
on issues related to racially motivated crime.

Prison conditions

InJanuary around 6,000 inmates of several Czech
prisons, including Kufim, Rynovice, Vinafice, Ostrava-
Hefmanice, Valdice, and Pardubice prisons, were
involved in hunger strikes and other protests over
prison conditions. Their complaints focused on serious
overcrowding; some facilities were holding almost
twice as many prisonersas they should. This had
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repercussions on sanitation, and on educational and
work opportunities Although detainees’demandsfor
staffing changes were rejected by the Prison Service
and the Ministry of Justice, improvements did take
place following the protests

DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Head of state and government: Hip6lito Mejia
(replaced Leonel Ferndndez Reyna in May)

Capital: Santo Domingo

Population: 8.4 million

Official language: Spanish

Death penalty abolitiomstforall crimes

2000treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute
of the International Criminal Court

A pattern of unlawful killings by police and military
continued in 2000. In manycases, the authorities
alleged that the victims were killed in exchanges of
gunfire with criminal suspects, butthis version was
disputed by witness testimony and other evidence.
Such cases were normally heard before police or
military, ratherthan civilian, courts. Therewere also
reports of illtreatment of criminat suspects in

police stations, and prisons were extremely
overcrowded.

Background

The presidential elections held in May were won by
Hipohto Mejia of the Partido Revolucionario
Dominicano, Revolutionary Dominican Party. The
elections were declared free and fair by international
observers, Human rights initiatives announced by
Hipolito Mejia followsng his inauguration included the
creation of a Commission for the Reform and
Modernization of the Armed Forces and the Police and
a Military Institute for Human Rights

Killings by security forces

Killings in disputed circumstances by police and
military continued. Some appeared to be extrajudicial
executions. In May, the US government haited nearly
US$: million in aid to the Dominican police because of
naction on killings by police.

E3 On18June in Guayubin, Monte Cristi province,
soldiers pursued and opened fire on acovered truck
after it falled to stop at a checkpoint some distance
fromthe border with Haiti. After a chase of several
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kilometres, the truck crashed. Six Haitians and one
Dominican were killed, all but one by multiple gunshot
wounds. Numerous other occupants of the vehicle were
wounded. A military commission was created to
investigate. Al called for the soldiers to be tried before
civilian courts, but the case remained within the
military justice system, and virtually no information
about the proceedings was made public.

21 Two police officers accused of killing Padre José
Antonio Tineo outside his church in August 998 were,
exceptionally, tried in civilian courts following public
pressure. One of the officers was sentenced to 15 years'
imprisonment for the killing, while the second was
acquitted

Torture/ al
Reports of beatings of detainees continued. In May, 12
prisoners in Rafey prison in Santiago were said to have
been badly beaten by guards. The guards were sent
before a police court, and the chief of police announced
the formation of a commussion to investigate claims of
ill-treatment of pre-trial detainees

There were several reports of killings of detainees
by military or police guards, generally in the context of
escape attempts
& InNajayo prison on 19 August, three prisoners
were shot dead after being taken into custody
following an escape attempt. Although an
investigation by the Attorney General and Chief of the
National Police concluded that excessive force had
beenused, there was no publicinformationon
whether the officers involved had been disciplined or
prosecuted
Harsh conditions
In November, Al assessed conditionsin seven of the
country's 34 prisons. All the facilities were extremely
overcrowded (containing between two and a haif and
four times their maximum capacity) and in each the
conditions constituted cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. Extreme overcrowdingcontributed tothe
deathsof4inmatesinafirenLaVictoriaprisoninjune.

Skin diseases were rampant and contagious diseases
such as tuberculosis were of major concern. Medical
care was inadequate. Water and sanitary conditions
were also sub-standard in many prisons, contributing
to intestinal and other health problems

Overcoming impunity

There was a breakthrough on impunity issuesin 2000,
when four men, including two high-ranking military
officers, were brought to trial for the 1975 killing of
Jjournalist Orlando Martinez Howley. The four were
sentenced to 3oyears’ imprisonment and fined. However,
other important cases remained pending, including that
ofNarcisoGonzalez, who "disappeared” in g9 4.

Treatment of Haitians

In August the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
considereda request for provisional measures to
prohibit mass expulsions of suspected Haitians.
Dominican humanrightsactivistswho appeared
before the Court were subjected to acts of intimidation
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and threats by nationalist figures. The Court's
resolution was considered only a partial victory by
human rights advocates, in that it failed to address the
practice of mass expulsions; these continued at the
end of the year. The Dominican Republic failed to
comply with protection mechanisms ordered by the
Court onbehalf of the individuals involved.

Al country report and visit

Report

* Dominican Republic: Killings by secunty forces (Al
Index: AMR 27./001/2000)

Visit

* In November, Al representatives visited the Dominican
Republic and met government officials, other authonties
and members of different sectors of civil society.

EAST TIMOR

EASTTIMOR

Capital:Dil

Population: 0.8 million

Death penalty: abolitionist for ali crimes

The legacy of the massive human rights violations
and widespread destruction of infrastructure and
property bytheIndonesiansecurity forces and pro-
Indonesian militia in September 1999 continued to
impact heavily on EastTimor. Under the UN
Transitional Administration in EastTimor(UNTAET),
the process of reconstruction and the establishment
of institutions of government and administration
proceeded, although delays in some areas
contributed tothe emergence of new human righte
problems. A Special Crimes Unit was establishedto
investigate the hundreds of extrajudicial executions
and other human rights violations which took place
during 1999. However, progress was slow and
although some suspects were indicted, trials had not
begun by the end of 2000. Approximately 174,000
EastTimoresewho fled orwho had been forcibly
expelled in September 1999 returned to EastTimor,
although some 100,000 remained in WestTimor,
Indonesia.

UNTAET

Basic structures of government and administration
were established during the year. UNTAET responded to
criticism of lack of East Timorese participation in
government with anumber of measures including the
appointment of ajoint UNTAET/East Timorese Cabinet
and anextensionof the legislative body, the National
Council, from1s to 36 members. However, there
continued to be concernabout insufficientdirect
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participation and consultation with the East Timorese
in decision-making, including decisions on new
legislation and institutions.

An Ombudsperson with responsibility for
investigating complaints against UNTAET officials was
appointed, but legislation had not been passed by the
end of 2000 and the institution was not operational,
giving rise to criticism regarding a lack of accountability
for UNofficials.

Criminal justice system

Providing access to a far legal system was recognized
as apriority by UNTAET, but progress in establishinga
fully functioning criminal justice system was patchy.
During 2000, the first East Timorese judges and
prosecutorswererecruited and received training.
Provision was made for four District Courts to be set up,
but theywere not functioning fully by the end of 2000.

Responsibility for law enforcement lay with the UN
Civilian Police (Civpol) Force. A police training academy
was opened in March to traina local East Timorese
police force to replace Civpol eventually. By the end of
2000, about 100 East Timorese police officers had
completed the 12-week trainingcourse. A program to
refurbish prisonfacilitieswas under way and three
facilities with a joint capacity of 460 inmates were open
by the end of 2000.

Indonesian law, when it conformed with
international standards, remainedapplicable. A new
Code of Criminal Procedure wasadoptedin September
but the Indonesian Criminal Procedure Code continued
tobe applied when provisions in the new Code proved
inadequate.

Alackofresources, facilities and trained police and
judicial officials contributed to the appearance of new
human rights problems. In particular, the partial law and
order vacuum led to the emergence of vigilante groups
whichwereinsome casesassociated with political
parties. Therewere cases of unauthorized detentions,
beatingsand intimidation of individuals suspected of
belonging to pro-Indonesian militias. Relatives of militia
members were also harassed and intimidated and, in at
least one case, tortured. Returning refugees and
members of minority groups suchas Muslims or ethnic
Chinesewereat particularrisk. Humanrights defenders
who publicly criticized the activities of vigilante groups
were threatened and harassed.

The lack of capacity of the judicial system to process
cases expeditiously gaverise to the risk that the right to
fair trial might be contravened, including the right to be
tried within a reasonable time or be released. In some
cases detainees did not have access to public defenders
for weeks after their arrest. In other cases the rights of
detainees were contravened because of confusion
regarding arrest and detention procedures.

Investigations into past violations

Thelegal and institutional framework for investigating
and prosecuting serious crimes was introduced by
UNTAET. Jurisdiction over serious crimes under
international law including war crimes, crimes against
humanity, torture and sexual offences was established.
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A Special Crimes Unit was established toinvestigate the

massive human rights violations which were
perpetrated by pro-Indonesian militia and the
Indonesian security forces in 1999. However, lack of
supportand resources contributed to theslow pace of
investigations. Only five caseswereactively
investigated by the Special Crimes Unit. Twelve
indictments were issued in relation to these cases in
November and December, but by the end of 2000

no one had been brought to justice forcrimes
committed during 1999.

Some of those charged had been detainedfor over a
year without trial, raising concerns about prolonged
periods of pre-trial detention. Suspects in other cases
had tobe released because lack of capacity prevented
the Special Crimes Unit from actively pursuing
Investigations into their cases.

On the basis of a Memorandum of Understanding on
legal cooperation signed with Indonesia in April,
UNTAET prowvided assistance to Indonesia in its
investigations into crimes committed in East Timor
during 1999. Members of an Indonesian investigation
team visited East Timor in July 2000 to collect evidence
on fivecases (See Indonesia entry.) A request to
Indonesia by UNTAET for the extradition of a militia
leader detained in Indonesiawas turned down

Al country report and visit

Report

« EastTimor: Building a new country based on human
nghts (Al Index: ASA 57/005/2000)

Visit

An Al delegationvisited East Timor in April and met

representatives of UNTAET and East Timorese human

rightsorganizations.
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ECUADOR

REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR

Head of state and government: Gustavo Noboa
Bejarano (replaced Jamil Mahuad Wittin January)
Capital: Quito

Population: 11.9 million

Official language: Spanish

Death penalty: abolitionist for ali crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children's Convention on the
nvolvement of children in armed conflict; Inter-American
Convention on Forced Fsssgmaasii of Persons

Torture and ill-treatment remained a concern.
Threats against lawyers and witnesses of human
rights violations were frequent. Impunity remained
institutionalized. There were reports of possible
“disappearances"”. Transvestites were arbitrarily
detained.

Background

In January indigenous groups, trade unions, and
grassroots organizations staged massdemonstrations
and protests against the government’s economic policy,
which included making the US dollar, rather than the
sucre, the official currency. On 21 January protesters
forced PresidentJamil Mahuad Witt to resign. A National
Salvation Junta wasformed, which was dissolved aimost
immediately, and Vice-President GustavoNoboa
Bejarano, backed by the Chief of the Joint Command of
the Armed Forces, wasappointed to the presidency.

More than 15 army officers were detained because of
their role in the ousting of President Jamil Mahuad
Witt. The officers were charged with rebellionand
detained in army barracksforoverfour months. By
June all hadbeen granted amnesty and released.

The newly appointed President continued with the
previous government's economic policy. The US dollar
became the official currency and an extensive program
of privatization of state-owned enterprises was
implemented.

An influx of refugees from the Colombian Putumayo
region led toconcernsabout the future impact the US-
backed military aid package, known as Plan Colombia,
would have on Ecuador once it was implemented in
early 2001 (See Colombia entry.)

Human rights during the January uprising
There were serious concerns for the safety of hundreds
of people whowere arbitrarily detained during the
January demonstrations and protests. Among those
detained were trade union leaders and leaders of
opposition parties. All were released without charge a
fewdays after their detention.

Impunity
Cases of human rights violations involving members of
the security forces werenot resolved, Many of these
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caseswerebroughtbefore police courtswhere the vast
majority of those responsible for human rights
violations were never punished Disputes of
Junisdictional competence between the police and
civilian courts delayed the course of legal proceedings
and resulted in victims of human rights violations
having to wait foryears to have access to justice.

3 Anibal Alonso AguasAcostadied in policecustody
in March 1997. The Constitutional Tribunal ruled that
the case fell within the jurisdiction of the police courts
By the end of 2000 the trial of those charged with his
death had not yet finished, and there were concerns
that delays in the judicial proceedings showed a lackof
will tobringthose responsible to justice.

3 Inthecase of the attempted extrajudicial
execution of Pedro Geovanny Baque Tuarez and the
extrajudicial execution of brothers Carlos and Pedro
Jaramillo in February 1999, the Supreme Court of
Justice decided injuly that it should be judged by a
civilian court. However, by the end of 2000 no judge
hadyetbeendesignatedto the casenaciviliancourt
Unresolved killings

Two Congressmen — Jaime Hurtado Gonzalez and Pablo
Vincente Tapia —as well as Jaime Hurtado's assistant,
Wellington BorjaNazareno, were shot dead in February
1999. Their killing remained unresolved Three men
detained in connection with the killings soon after the
murder were convicted of illicit association. One of
them, Serguey Merino, sentenced to six years on illicit
association charges, wasreported tobe innocent.
Serguey Merino was alsocharged with terrorism and
illegal possession of firearms, but the courts shelved
the case in relation to these two charges for lack of
evidence. Serguey Merino and the other two suspects
still faced a trial for murder. There were credible
allegations that the actual authors of the crime were
linked to authorities whom Congressman Jaime
Hurtado Gonzalez wasinvestigatingforalleged money
laundering and drug trafficking.

Torture and ill-treatment remainedwidespread. Methods
of torture and ill-treatment reported included kicking in
the face, stampingon feet, burning, and electric shocks
ongenitals, tongue and chest, as well as beatings

& Wilfrido Jaramillo Mera, brother of Carlos and
Pedro Jaramillo who were extrajudicially executed in
1999 (seeabove), wasdetained in November on
suspicion of robbery in the town of Manta, Manabi
province. During the police interrogation he was
blindfolded and wasgivenelectric shocks on the
genitals and close to the heart.

Possible extrajudicial executions

There wasserious concern at the number of possible
extrajudicial executions in the city of Guayaquil during
2000. One human rights organization alone
documented 18 cases of people whosebodies were
found in the city’s outskirts and who had beenshot
dead in circumstances which suggested they might have
been extrajudicially executed. The majority had a
criminal record and many showed signs of torture.
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Prison conditions

InMarch an Aldelegationvisited the Provisional
Detention Centre in the city of Guayaquil The Centre
holds detainees under investigation by the police who
by law should be released orcharged wrthin 24 hours
Al found the conditions in which these detainees were
held to be cruel, inhuman and degrading. The Centre
had two cells for women but no female guards. The
main cell is approximately ism x tom. At the time of the
delegation's visit there were approximately 120 people
detained in the main cell. Many had spent more than
twomonths in the Centre

Harassment of lawyers and witnesses

There were continued reports of threats and
harassment of those working on human rights cases
&3 Julio Edison Roman Murtoz was detaned in
February by two officers against whom he had filed a
complaint for having tortured him The two officers
threatened him in detention beforereleasing him
without charge

&3 The relatves and lawyersof Pedro Baqueand the
Jaramillo brothers (see above) were constantly
threatened throughout 2000. By September, three of
the lawyers had been granted military protection by the
Attorney General.

Arbitrary detention of transvestites

Nine transvestite sex workers were detained for over
three weeks in July on charges which are not
punishable with imprisonment. Al considered that they
were detainedsolely because they were transvestites
and called for their immediate and unconditional
release. According to reports, many transvestites in
Ecuadoraresubjectedto persecution by the police and
are targeted forimprisonment, simply on theground of
their sexual orientation. In November 1997 homosexual
actsbetweenconsenting adultswere decriminalized 1n
Ecuador

Possible ‘disappearances’

Elias Elint Lopez Pita was detained by policemen in
November in the townof Ambato and was not seen
after that. The police denied knowledge of the arrest
Luis Alberto ShiningLaso, who testified that he had
been held in the same cell as Elias Elint Lopezat the
police Provisional Detention Centrein Ambato, was
abducted afewdaysafter he gave evidence before the
prosecutor investigating the possible
“disappearance”. By the end of 2000 the whereabouts
of Ehas Elint Lopez and Luis Alberto Shining Laso
remained unknown

Al countryreports and visit

Reports

* Ecuador: Impunity — The long roadto justice (Al index:
AMR 28/007/2000)

* Ecuador: Pedro Baque Tuarez and the Jaramillo brothers
= Another case of human nghts impunity (Al Index:
AMR 28/013/2000)

* Ecuador: Arbitrary detention of transvestites (Al [ndex:
AMR 28/014/2000)
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Visit

An Al delegation visited Ecuador in March. The
delegation met Ecuadorian officials as well as human
rights organizations and victims of human rights abuses

EGYPT

ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT

Head of state: Muhammad Hosm Mubarak

Head of government: ‘Atif Muhammad ‘Ubayd

Capital: Caro

Population: 68.4 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court

Thirty prisoners of conscience were sentenced to
between six months' and five years' imprisonment;
20 remained held atthe end of the year. Eight
prisoners of conscience sentenced in 1999 remained
indetention at the end of 2000. While hundreds of
suspected supporters of banned Islamistgroups
were released, thousands of others, including
possible prisoners of conscience, remained held
withoutcharge or trial. Others served sentences
imposed after grossly unfair trials before military
courts. Torture and ill-treatment of detainees
continued to be widespread; the majority of cases
occurred in police stations. Prison conditions
amounting to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
were reported. At least 79 people weresentencedto
death and ateast 22 people were executed.

Background
Hundreds of supporters of the opposition were
detained during the months leading up to
parliamentary electionswhich were held between mid-
October and mid-November. The vastmajority of the
detaineeswerealleged members of the banned Muslim
Brothers organization. A ruling of the Supreme
Constitutional Court in July led to legislation being
amended to require judicial supervision of the election
process inside the polling stations

During the elections excessive use of force by the
security forces resulted in civilians being killed and
injured during demonstrations protesting at
restricted access topollingstations. An Al delegate
was beaten and kicked in front of a polling station in
the Shubra al-Khaima district of Cairo. He was
assaulted by several men who were acting under the
ordersof or in collusion with the security forces.
Several journalists covering the elections wereiill-
treated in similar circumstances. Candidates of the
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ruling National Democratic Party gained an
overwhelming majority of seats in parliament. In May
the state of emergency, declared in 1981, was
extended for a further three-year period

In January sectarian violence in al-Kushh, a village in
Upper Egypt, left2oCoptic Christians and one Muslim
dead. Thetrial of 96 men charged in connection with
thekillings began inJuneand wascontinuingattheend
of the year. All detained defendants were released
without bail in December

Freedom of expression and association
Hundreds of possible prisoners of conscience —
including members of non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and political activists — were
held for weeks in so-called preventive detention; the
majority of them were released without being
formally charged.

Cwil institutions such as political parties, NGOs,
professional associations and trade unions, and the
news media, continued to face legal restrictions and
government control. In June the Supreme
Constitutional Court found that the NGO law of 1999
was unconstitutional on procedural grounds. In July,
theauthoritiesinformed the Egyptian Organization for
Human Rights (EOHR) that its registration as an NGO
hadbeenpostponedfor “security reasons”

The Political Party Committee, a governmental body,
decided in May to freeze the activities of the islamist
Hizbal-'Amal(Labour Party) and to suspend the
publication of its newspaper al-Sha'ab(The People). In
September the SupremeAdmunistrativeCourtruled
that the ban on the newspaper had to be lifted.
However, publication of al-Sha‘'abhad not resumed by
the end of the year.

Human rights defenders

Human rights defenders continued to be targeted.

&3 In February the Public Prosecution Office
announced that the case against Hafez Abu Sa'ada,
General Secretary of the EOHR, would be referred to
trial before the Emergency Supreme State Security
Court. However, HafezAbu Sa'ada subsequently
received oral assurances that his case would not be
pursued. Investigations against Hafez Abu Sa'ada
beganin November 1998 following an EOHR report on
human rights violations in the predominantly Coptic
Christian village of al-Kushh and led to hisdetention
forseveraldays

3 Injune human rightsdefender Dr Sa'ad Eddin
Ibrahim, Director of the Ibn Khaldun Center for
Development Studies and lecturer at the American
University in Cairo, was arrested at his home in Cairo.
Several of the Ibn Khaldun Center’sstaff, including the
finance director Nadia 'Abd al-Nur, and people
affiliated with the institution were also arrested and
detained without being formally charged until their
release in August. In November the trial of 28 people
charged with offences including disseminating false
information abroad, unauthorized funding, forgery and
bribery opened before the Supreme State Security
Court. The charges related to the conduct of projects
promoting participation in elections.
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Prisoners of conscience

Prisonersof conscience, including political activists,
Jjournalists and members of religious groups, were
sentencedtoup to five years’ imprisonment, in some
cases following unfair trials that did not allow for
appeals.

&3 In November the Supreme Military Court
sentenced i5 alleged Muslim Brothers tobetween three
and five years' imprisonment; five others were
acquitted. The 20 doctors, lawyers and other
professionals, most of whom held leading positions in
professional bodies, had been detainedsince October
1999. The Supreme Military Court had been due to
deliver its verdict in July, but this was postponed until
November in an obvious attempt to prevent the
defendantsfromparticipatingin the parhamentary
elections.

&3 In April anappeal court upheld the sentences of
twoyears' imprisonment of Magdi Hussein and Salah
Badawi, in a criminal libel case brought against
Journalists of al-Sha‘abby a government minister. Both
were released in an amnesty in December.

&3 In)uly the Sohag Criminal Court sentenced Sourial
Gayed Ishaq, a 37-year-old Coptic Christian, to three
years' imprisonment for publicly insulting Islam.

3 InSeptember, the Emergency StateSecurity Court
forMisdemeanours sentenced Manal Wahid Mana', the
alleged leader of areligiousgroup, and 12 of her
followers toprisonterms of between sixmonthsand
fiveyears. Accusations against the groupincluded
attributing divine status to a late Sufi religious leader.

Detention under emergency legislation
Hundredsof political detainees werereleased and
hardly any new cases of administrativedetention
under emergency legislation werereported. However,
thousands of suspected members or supporters of
banned Islamist groups arrestedin previousyears,
including possible prisoners of conscience, remained
administratively detained without chargeor trial. Some
had been held for more than adecade. Others were
acquitted by military or (Emergency) Supreme State
Security Courts, but remained in detention.

3 Mahmoud Mubarak Ahmad, adoctor, had been
arrested in January 1995 by officers of the State Security
intelligence (SS) and accused of membership of an
illegal Islamist organization. A court had ordered his
release, but instead of beingreleased he was issued
with a new detention order and remained in prison. In
1999 the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
judged his administrative detention to be arbitrary and
in conflict with Egypt's international obligations.

Prison conditions

In September the Ministry of the Interior announced
that floggingas a pumishment in prisons would be
outlawed.

Thousands of detainees continuedto be held in
prisons where conditions amounted to cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment, Several prisoners reportedly
died as aresult of diseases for which they receivedlittle
or no treatment.
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Scores of Islamist activists in administrative
detention werereportedlyheld in overcrowded
conditions with inadequate sanitation and health care
and poor quality food. As aresult illnesses including
tuberculosisand skin diseases werecommon. Several
prisoners reportedly died as aresult of diseases which
recewved little or no treatment.

Hundreds of political detainees continued to be
denied the right to visits by lawyers and family
members. Aban onany visits imposed for more than
fiveyearsremainedin force in three prisons holding
political detainees

Torture in police stations continued to be widespread
The decrease in arrests of alleged members of armed
Islamist groups was reflected in a significant reduction
inreportsof systematic torture of political suspects.
The most common torture methods reported were
electric shocks, beatings, suspension by the wrists or
ankles and various forms of psychological torture,
including death threats and threats of rape or sexual
abuse of the detainee or a female relative.

3 InMarch Salha Sayid Qasim was detained at Giza
Police Headquarters in connection witha criminal
investigation. She reported that indetention she was
blindfolded, beaten, whipped, suspendedby her arms
andsubjectedto electric shocks.

Deaths in custody

Several people died in custody in circumstances
suggesting that tortureor ill-treatment may have
caused or contributed to their deaths.

&3 InFebruary the Public Prosecution Office
announced the referral of five police officers toa
criminal court in connection with the killing of Ahmad
Muhammad 'issain Wadi Natroun Prisonin February.
Torture was reported to have caused or contributed to
his death. The outcome of the trial was not known at
the end of the year.

Harassment of victims and relatives

Victims of torture and their relatives who made
complaints continued to report harassment.

&3 Relatives of Ahmed Mohammad Mahmud Tamam, a
19-year-old student who died in police custody in July
1999 in circumstances suggesting that torture had
caused or contributed to his death. alleged that during
2000 they had been threatened in an attempt to force
them to withdraw their complaint.

Inadequate investigation

Despite the fact that hundreds of victims of torture had
filed complaints with the authorities over the past
decade, nopromptand impartial investigations which
met international standards had been carried out by
the end of 2000.

3 By the end of the year the Alexandria prosecution
officehad not yet decided how to proceed in the case of
Muhammad Badral-DinGom'alsma'il, whohad been
tortured andforced to make a false confession in 1996
and1997

Excessive use of force

Excessive use of force by the security forces resultedin
cwvilians beinginjured and killed in thecontext of
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demonstrations. Massdemonstrations in Cairo,
consisting mostly of students, took place in May in protest
atthe publication of anovel and in October in solidarity
withthe Palestinian people. Several people, including
young people, were killed in demonstrations protestingat
the security forces restrictingaccess to several polling
stations during the parhamentary elections

3 On14November, three people were killed in
clashes between demonstrators and the security forces
inal-'Amara village in Qalyubiya province.

Forcible return

There were reports of the forcible return of Egyptian
nationals suspected of being affiliated to armed
Islamist groups.

3 In May, Ayman Kamal al-Din was reportedly
forcibly returned from Lebanon to Egypt where he was
fearedto be atrisk of human rights violations.

Death penalty
The death penalty continued to be used extensively. At
least seven women and 72 men were sentenced to
death by criminal courts during 2000, the majority of
them on charges of murder. At least six womenand 16
men were executed, including twomen who had been
sentenced following unfair trials 1 ab

ELSALVADOR

REPUBLIC OF EL SALVADOR

Head of state and government: Francisco Flores
Capital: San Salvador

Population: 6.2 million

Official language: Spanish

Death penalty: abolitionistfor ordinary crimes
2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children’s Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict

Effortsto end impunity for past human rights
violations suffered a serious setback when the
Supreme Court of Justice declared the General
Amnesty Law to be constitutional. Work by a non-
governmental organization on behalf of children
who "disappeared" during the armed conflict (1980
to 1992) did not receive official support. The Policia
Nacional Civil (PNC), National Civil Police, were
responsible for human rights violations including
killings of civilians and il -treatment of

d rators.

Armed groups
In October, twomembers of anarmed Islamist group
were killed whenmembers of the security forces raided
aflatin Aswan. The circumstances surrounding the
deaths suggestedthat the two men may have been
extrajudicially executed. No further incidents of
clashes between security forces and armed Islamist
groups were reported. The leadership of the main
armed Islamist group, al-Gama'a al-Islamiya, Islamic
Group.maintainedthat ithadhalted its armed
operations

Islamist groups failed to publicly revoke death
threats issued in previous years against civilians whom
they considered political and (deological enemies,
including the writer Naguib Mahfuz and university
professor Nasr Hamed Abu Zeid.

Al country report and visits

Report

* Egypt:Muzzling civil society (Al index: MDE
12/021/2000)

Visits

In March and November Al delegates visited Egypt and

met victims of human nights violations, representatives of

human nights organizations and other members of civil

society, They alsomet government officials and raised

concemns about the lack of properinvestigations of and

preventive measures against human nghts viotations. Al

delegates observed tnals before the Supreme Military

Court and the Supreme State Security Court.

Background
The main opposition party, the Frente Farabundo Mart
de Liberacion Nacional, Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front, won the largest number of seatsin
parliamentary elections in March

More than 1,000 members of the PNC faced
investigation and there was official confirmation that
members of the PNC were involved in criminal
activities such askidnappingand robbery, Lackof
confidence in the policeand fear of reprisals meant
that victims did not always report violations

The judicial system was also the subject of review,
leading to recommendations that some judges should
be removed from their posts. Serious concerns about
the performance of the Office of the Procurator for
Human Rights persisted throughout 2000 (see below).

Impunity

Impunity for past human rights violations continued to
be aseriousconcern. The judicial authorities failed to
implement the recommendations of international
bodies.

©3 InMarchthe Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights (IACHR) concluded that thestatehad
violated therightsto life, to justice and to judicial
protectionenshrined in the American Convention on
HumanRightsin the case of Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo
Romero, who was assassinated in March 1980. The
Commission recommended that the state should
thoroughly and effectively investigatethe murder of
Monsignor Romero; bring those responsible to justice
in a fair and impartial trial; implement reparations; and
bring national legislation into line with the Convention,
which would involve annulling the 1993 General
Amnesty Law
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The authorities dismissed the decision, stating that
"the decisions of the Commission arenotbinding, they
arerecommendations”, and took nosteps to implement
the recommendations.

&3 The authorities failed to implement any of the
recommendations made by the Inter-American
Commussion on Human Rights inDecember 1999 in the
case of the extrajudicial execution of six Jesuits, a
domestic helper and her daughter by military
personnel in 1989. They also resisted appeals from the
Companiiade Jesus, Society of Jesus, (Jesuits) tobring to
justice those involved in planning and ordering the
murders, among them aformer President of El
Salvador Military personnel who carried out the
murders weretriedand sentenced to prison terms in
1991, butwerereleased in 1993 when the General
Amnesty Law was approved.

The decision on the General Amnesty Law (see
below) opened the door for proceedings to move ahead
and the Attorney General made some attempts to take
action on the case. These did not prosper because, for
example, the wrong procedure was invoked. In
December the Attorney General's Office was reported
to have conducted a study which concluded that it
could proceed to seek the definitive dismissal of the
charges against the suspects because a period
exceeding 10 years had elapsed since the crime was
committed and no evidence had been brought against
them. The Attorney General then requested the Third
Magistrate’s Court of San Salvador to effect this
dismissal. The judge ruled that those alleged to have
been the intellectual authors of the killings would not
face charges because the event had happened over
10 years earlier and therefore, according to national
law, criminal responsibility had lapsed. The judge did,
however, recognize that theamnesty law did not apply
tothesuspects, following the October ruling of the
Supreme Court.

The General Amnesty Law

0On 3 October the Supreme Court of Justice issued a
decision on a petition to declare the 1993 General
Amnesty Law unconstitutional. The Courtruled that the
law was constitutional but that in cases involving
military personnel or civil servantsinvolved in crimes
which contravened the Constitution and had been
committed between 1989 and 1994, it should be judicial
officials who decide whether to prosecute or not.
Althoughthedecision would allow some cases to be
prosecuted, the majority of human rights violations
committed during the armed conflict, including
massacres in whichhundreds of civilianswerekilled,
tookplacebefore 1989

The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
had made it clear in anumber of decisions that amnesty
laws “remove the most effective measure forenforcing
humanrights, i.e., the prosecution and punishment of
the violators” and were incompatible with the
American Convention on Human Rights.

Office of the Human Rights Procurator
The crisis in the Office of the Human Rights Procurator
continued. After a long drawn out process, which
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included petitions from civil society organizations to
remove him and an investigation by the Legislative
Assembly, Procurator Eduardo Penateresigned in
January. The Deputy Procurator assumed the postin an
acting capacity while areplacement was found.
Although aprocessto electa new Procurator formally
started inJuly, an appointment had notbeenmade by
the end of the year. The election of the new Procurator
was the cause of considerable concern as there were
clear indications that, contrary to the spirit in which the
Office had been created, the process and the post had
been thoroughly politicized.

National Civil Police

Members of the police force were responsible for human
rightsviolations includingabuse of authority, torture
and ll-treatment, and killings of unarmed civilians. In
some cases investigations were initiated and charges
brought against police officers. However, the sentences
imposed often did not reflect the gravity of the
violation. The PNC was also responsible for injuring
health workers taking part in peaceful demonstrations
against the privatization of health care. Ajournalist
covering thedemonstration was shot inthe legs with
rubber bullets and needed hospital treatment. Many
people, including patients in neighbouring hospitals,
suffered from the effects of tear gasused by the police.

Human rights defenders

Although reports of attacks, death threats or
intimidation against human rights defenders were
greatly reduced compared to previous years, the
authorities continued to accuse human rights
defenders andorganizationsof seeking to damage the
nstitutions of the state or thepeace of the country, or
of defending delinquents.

Children

The non-governmental Asociacion Pro-Busqueda de
Ninas yNinos Desaparecidos (Pro-Biisqueda),
Association Pro-Busqueda for the Searchfor
Disappeared Children, located more children during
theyear. Its work suffereda setback in September when
1ts proposal that the Legislative Assembly create a
commission toinvestigate thewhereabouts of children
who "disappeared” during the armed conflict was
rejected. The army, which had initially expressed its
willingness to participate, changed its position. The
commussion would have had power to call people to
provide informationand wouldhavehad access to
archives which were notopen to Pro-Busqueda.

Updates

&3 William Hernandez, executivedirector of the non-
governmental organization Asociacion Salvadorena de
Desarrollo Integral para Minorias Sexuales, Entre
Amigos, Salvadoran Association for the Integral
Development of Sexual Minorities, Among Friends, was
granted police protection following death threats
receivedin 1999. Therewerefurther instances of
attacks on the organization, including break-ins at their
offices duringwhichmembershiplistswere taken.
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Al country reportand visit

Report

« El Salvador: The Supreme Court ruling is an affrontto
victims (Al Index: AMR 29/005/2000)

Visit

Al delegates visited El Salvador between September and

Octobertocarryout research into human rights violations.

EQUATORIAL
GUINEA

REPUBLIC OF EQUATORIALGUINEA

Head of state: Teodoro Obtang Nguema Mbasogo
Head of government: Angel Serafin Seriche Dougan
Capital: Malabo

Population: 0.4 million

Official languages: Spanish, French

Death penalty: retentionist

Harassment of peaceful political opponents, which
has been common for manyyears, continued
throughout 2000. Some prisoners of conscience
continued to be held and peaceful political
opponents or individuals exercising their rightto
freedom of expression were arrested and faced ill-
treatment by government officials.

Background

The two main opposition parties — Convergencia para
la Democracia Social(CPDS), Convergence for Social
Democracy, and Union Popular, Popular Union— found
itincreasingly difficult to mobilize their supporters,
especially in the continental part of the country where
government control 1s more intense, Against this
background, municipal elections in May weremarked
by very low voter turn-out following a call by three
opposition parties to boycott what they called an
"electoral farce”. This boycott led to a landslide victory
for the ruling Partido Democraticode Guinea
Ecuatorial (PDGE), Equatorial Guinea Democratic Party

UN Commission on Human Rights

In April the UN Commission on Human Rights examined
thereport of the UN Special Representative on
Equatorial Guinea who had visited the country in
November 1999. The Commission urged the
government to respectfreedom of movement,
association and expression. It called on the authorities
to adhere to the UN Convention againstTortureand to
ensure that military jurisdiction (which has frequently
been applied to civilians) is strictly limited to military
offencescommitted by military personnel. After this,
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theauthorities appearedtobereluctant toallow the
UN Special Representative access to the country and
failed to respond to several requests foravisa

Treatment of Bubi prisoners

In March, some 40 prisoners from the Bub: ethnic group
who were convicted after an unfair military trial in 1998
were transferred from the main prison of the capital
Malabo, on Bioko Island, toEvinayong, somesookm
east of Malabo. This made it very difficult for their
families to bring them medicine andfood and provide
support. Al launched an appeal expressing concern that
as the prisoners had to buy their own food, and not all
had money todo so, many could soonbenearing
starvation. Most of these prisoners had been tortured
inpre-trial detention and they had been held for two
yearsin extremely harsh conditions. Many appeared to
be prisonersof conscience, arrested solely on account
of their ethnic origin.

Conditions for this group of prisoners improved
slowly. Their families were given accessto them,
although the distance and cost made visitsrare. The
prisoners were allowed to work outside the prison and
to meet people from the town. In December the
President issued a decree in which he pardoned 14 of
these prisoners, including Milagrosa Cheba, the only
woman in the group.

Prisoners of conscience
Two members of the Fuerza Demdcrata Republicana
(FDR), Democratic Republican Force, an opposition
political party which has been refused official
recognition, were held for most of 2000. Mariano Oyono
Ndong was sentenced in December 1999 to three years'
imprisonment. He was accused of possession of
"material of dubious provenance” after the security
forces found a two-year-old Al appeal in hishome.
Antonio Engonga Bibang was alsoconvictedin
Decemberiggg on charges of “tnsults against the
government and the Armed Forces”. These two
prisonerswerepardonedby the Presidentin December.
Four FDR members were arrested in May and
reportedly tortured in Malabo. They remained detained
without trial until December, when they were confined
to their villages in the district of Mongomo.

Augusto Mba-Sa Oyana, a businessman wit! joint

Guinean/Spanish nationality, was reportedly tortured
in Black Beach prison in Malabo. He was arrested in July
on his arrival atMalabo Airport, from Yaounde,
Cameroon, where he resided. It appeared that he was
suspected of having links with political opponents
living abroad. Augusto Oyana escaped from prison in
August but one of his friends, Jesus Miguel Ondo, was
arrested, accused of helping him to escape, and
reportedly tortured. Jesus Miguel Ond6 was released
without charge in December.

Threats to freedom of expression
Theauthorities ill-treated individualsseeking to
exercise their right to freedom of expression.
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3 PedroNolasko, ajournalist, wasreportedto have
beenphysically assaulted in March by the Secretary
General of the Ministry of the Interior after publishing
aninterview with the leader of an opposition party. In
April anewspaper vendor whowas trying to sell issues
of La Opinion—the newspaper published by Pedro
Nolasko—inside the building of the General
Secretariat of the Government was reported to have
been assaulted by the Minister Delegate of the Interior
Therewas apparently noinvestigationinto these two
incidents.

Al country report
* Equatonal Guinea: Nofreeflow of information (Al
Index: AFR 24/004/2000)

ERITREA

ERITREA

Head of state and government: issayas Afewerki
Capital: Asmara

Population: 3.8 million

Official languages: English, Arabic, Tigrinya

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: African Charter
on the Rights and Welfare of the Child

A cease-fire in June followed by a peace treaty in
December ended the border war with Ethiopia. The
UNbegantosupervise thereturn to Eritrea of
southern areas captured by Ethiopia in heavy new
fighting in May. Eritrean troops pulled out of
Ethiopian areas they had occupied in May 1998.
Eachside accused the otherofhumanrights abuses
during theseoccupations, but many of the
allegations were difficult to substantiate. Eritrea
interned many Ethiopian nationals in make-shift
camps. There were reports of detentions and
extrajudicial executions of political opponents,
which were difficult to verify.

Background

The war with Ethiopia

The border war with Ethiopiaresumed in May after a
year's tense confrontation along the i,000-kilometre
border. Both sides had continued to expand their forces
and to buy weapons. Eritrea continued to conscript
nationals for military service, allegedly recruiting some
children under 18 years old. Some people tried to evade
military service by fleeing the country and several
Jehovah's Witnesses were detained when they refused
to serve in the armed forces. There was no provision for
conscientious objection.
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InMay Ethiopia attacked and captured large partsof
southwestern Eritrea, forcing Eritrean troops outof
areas they had occupied since the war began in May
1998. The UN Security Council called for a cease-fire
and imposed an arms embargo on both sides. After
three weeks of fighting with heavy casualties, acease-
fire was signed in June under the auspices of the
Organization of African Unity (OAU). Ethiopian troops
withdrew to a buffer zone 25 kilometres from the
border. Some 60,000 Eritrean civilians and hundreds of
soldiers had fled to Sudan and about 370,000cIvilians
wereinternally displaced by the fighting. Despite
mutual recriminations and accusations, the cease-fire
held and there was no further fighting. Refugees and
internally displaced civilians began to return. Almost
half the population was at risk of famine.

A formal peace treaty was signed in December in
Algeriain the presence of the UN Secretary-General
This provided for UN superwvision of the withdrawal of
Ethiopian troops and temporary UN administration of
the buffer zone, neutral demarcation of the border, and
examination of claims by both sides for compensation
The UN Secretary-General promised international help
tobothsides to recover from the destruction caused by
the conflict. In December the UNMissioninEthiopia
andEritrea(UNMEE) began deploying troops and
human rights observers into the Ethiopian-occupied
zone
Ratification of the Geneva Conventions
Eritrea finally signed the Geneva Conventions in July
and allowed the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) access to prisoners of war. In December an
exchange of prisoners of war and civilian internees
began under the auspices of the ICRC, which had
previously registered 2,600Eritrean prisoners of war in
Ethiopia and 1,000 Ethiopian prisoners of war in
Eritrea.

Constitutional process

In October the National Assembly announced that
elections would be held in December 2001 and that an
Assembly Committee would draft regulations for the
formation of political parties. The only permitted
party was the ruling People’s Front for Democracy
and Justice. Shortly before this announcement, a
group of Eritrean intellectuals, mostly living abroad
and not attached to opposition groups, had called on
the government for more democracy, the abolition of
the Special Court, and thefair trial or release of
detainees

Internal armed opposition

Both Eritrea and Ethiopia continued to support
opposition groups, both political and armed, in the
other country. information on the activities in Eritrea
of the Ethiopian-supported Alliance of National
ErtreanForces, whichincluded theEritrean Liberation
Front-Revolutionary Council and the Sudan-supported
Eritrean islamic Salvation Movement, was difficult to
obtain. Allegations by these groups and by the
Ethiopian government of killings, torture and
detentions of their supporters were impossible to
verify with independent evidence.
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Ethiopian nationals in Eritrea

Immediately after the outbreak of fighting in May, the
security forces interned thousands of Ethiopians
throughoutErtrea Some3.00owereinterned in make-
shift camps near Asmara without adequate provision of
food, shelter, water, medical facilities or hygiene.
Following international criticism, the authorities
improved conditions, allowed access and after afew
weeksreleased most of the internees. Others were
detained on suspicion ofhelping the Ethiopian attacks
and many werestill held without charge or trial
throughout2000. The authorities claimed that others
wereheld for their own protectionin displacement
camps, having been evacuated during the fighting.

The Ethiopian government's claims of widespread
killings, torture, detentions and forcible expulsions of
Ethiopian nationals in Eritrea were difficult to verify.
Some members of the Kunama ethnic group (or
nationality), for example, were allegedly killed for
supporting the Ethiopian military advance. Some
abusesdidoccur, and there were incidents of Eritrean
civilians targeting Ethiopians for reprisals after the
Ethiopian attacks, leading to some deaths reported in
Barentu in May. But therewas no evidence of any
officialgovernment policy of systematicabuses or
forcible expulsion. Hundreds of destitute Ethiopians
voluntarily returned to Ethiopia in November and
December under ICRC auspices

Detention without trial
Therewere continuing allegations that the authorities
held many Eritreans, as well asthousands of Ethiopian
nationals, without charge or trial for political reasons,
particularly for suspected links with armed Eritrean

PP 1 groups. "D ances” and cases of
incommunicado detention were reported in 2000, as
they had been in previous years, but were denied by the
government. Hundreds of people remained in
detention throughout2ooofor possible trial by the
Special Court, wherenternational fair trial standards
are not followed. Some Special Court detainees were
released inearly 2000 after several years in detention
without having been charged or tried

In October, six journalists from the new private

mediawerearrested, allegedly on accountof articles
critical of the government. Four werereleased after a
few days but the other two were detained for longer
periods. The government said the arrests were
connected to national service requirements.

Updates
As many as 100 Eritrean officials of the former
Ethiopian government in Eritrea continued to serve
prison sentences, imposed without fair trial, for human
rights abuses

Therewere conflicting reports about whether some
"disappeared” members of the Eritrean Liberation
Front-Revolutionary Council abducted from Sudan in
1992 might still be alive in detention The government
had never satisfactorily accounted for them.
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ETHIOPIA

FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
Head of state:Negasso Gidada

Head of government: Meles Zenawi

Capital: Addis Ababa

Population: 58.8 million

Official language: Amharic

Death penalty: retentionist

The border war with Eritrea resumed in May. Heavy
fighting stopped with a cease-firein June and a
peacetreatywas signed in December. Each side
accused the other of committing human rights
abuses against its own nationals. Armed conflict
continued within Ethiopia between government
forces and Oromo and Somali opponents, with many
human rights violations and abuses reported.
Suspected rebel supporters were detained, tortured
or sometimes extrajudicially executed. Several
thousand remained in detention, some having been
held for years without charge ortrial. Journalists,
demonstrators and other critics of the government
werearrested, most of whom were held without trial,
although some received unfair trials. During
preparations for elections in May, several opposition
party supporters in the south were shot dead by
police and scores were detained. The trials of
officials of the former Dergue government proceeded
slowly on charges including genocide and
extrajudicial executions. Several deathsentences
were imposed but no executions were reported.

Background

War with Eritrea

The border war with Eritrea erupted again tn May after
ayear's tense confrontation along the 1,000-kilometre
border. Both sides had continued to expand their forces
and to buy weapons. Forced recruitment was reported
in southern Ethiopia, with some children allegedly
recruited.

In May Ethiopia attacked and captured large parts of
southwestern Eritrea, forcing Eritrean troops out of
areas they had occupied since the warbegan in May
1998.The UN Security Council urged a cease-fireand
imposed an arms embargo on both sides. After three
weeks of fighting with heavy casualties, acease-fire
was signed in June under the auspices of the
Organization of African Unity. Ethiopian troops
withdrew to abufferzone 25 kilometres inside Eritrea,
administered by a UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea
(UNMEE). Recriminations and allegations of human
rights abuses by each side against the other’s nationals
in their countrycontinued. More than 300,000
Ethiopians were displaced by the fighting.

A formal peacetreaty was signed in December in
Algeriain the presence of the UN Secretary-General
This provided for UN supervision of the withdrawal of
Ethiopian troops and temporary UN administrationof
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thebufferzone, neutral demarcation of theborder, and
examination of claims by bothsidesforcompensation.
The UN Secretary-General promised international help
to both sides to recover from the destruction caused by
the conflict.

InDecember UNMEE begandeploying troopsand
humanrightsobservers into the Ethiopian-occupied
zone. An exchange of prisoners of war and civilian
internees beganunder the auspices of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, which had previously
registered 2,600 Eritrean prisoners of war in Ethiopia
and 1,000 Ethiopian prisoners of war inEritrea. Over
1,200 Eritrean civilians were also held by Ethiopia, most
of whom had been detained without charge or trial
since May 1998. The future remained uncertain for the
substantial long-standing community of Eritreans in
Ethiopia, who hadbeenstripped of their Ethiopian
citizenship when the war broke out.

Human Righte Commission and Ombudsman

In July the Human Rights Commission and the Office of
Ombudsman were formally established, butmembers
had notbeen appointed by the end of 2000.

Internal and regional armed conflicts
The government continued toface long-running armed
opposition in the Oromo region from the Oromo
Liberation Front (OLF), and in the Somali region from
the Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF) and A/-
Itihad, an Islamist group allied to the ONLF with ties to
Islamist groups in Somalia. Many human rights abuses
werereportedin these two conflicts, particularly by
government troops against civilians suspected of
supporting the rebels. International and national
humanitarian staff were at risk of attacks and
kidnappingby Somali rebels

Ethiopian troops remained in Somalia's Gedo, Bay
and Bakol regions, supporting particular local Somali
factions. Ethiopia was involved in the Somali peace
talks held in Djibouti which led to the formation of the
newinterim Somali government.

Elections

Elections for the national and regional parliaments
were held in May. More than 5o political parties took
part, including 23 oppositionparties. The government
barred international election observers but allowed
over 1,500 national observers, including those from the
Ethiopian Human Rights Council, which was finally
grantedlegal registration. There were numerous
complaints by opposition parties of repression and
intimidation during voterregistration and
campaigning, particularly in the southernregion. The
Ali-Amhara People’s Organization and several southern
opposition parties, including the Southern Peoples’
Democratic Front Coalition, the Hadiya National
Democratic Coalitionand the Gambela People's
Democratic Congress, complained of supporters being
beatenand detained, offices closed, candidates
prevented from registering and supporters dismissed
from government employment. In Hadiya zone in
March, policereportedly shotdead twodemonstrators
and detained scoresof people. Five people were
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allegedly killed by government forces on election day
in Hadiya zone. Following complaints, the election was
re-run there in June. Elections in the Somali region
were postponed to August because of drought and
insecurity.

The ruling Ethiopian Revolutionary Democratic Front
(EPRDF) coalition led by Prime Minister Meles Zenawi's
Tigray People's Liberation Front won more than go per
cent of seats. In October a new government headed
again by Meles Zenawi was sworn in.

Political imprisonment

Hundreds of people werearrestedfor political reasons,
most of whom were detained without charge or trial,
someinsecret. Some were prisoners of conscience, and
othersmightalso havebeenprisoners of conscience
although supposedly detained on suspicion of having
links with armed opposition groups.

Detentions were particularly frequent in the Oromo
and Somali regions, where some thousands of
detainees arrested over the previous eight years
continued to be detained without charge or trial
Journalists
Police arrested journalists from the private media on
the grounds that articles criticizing the government
were false or a threat to security. Arrests continued
despite the government's unexpecteddecision in
March to allow the Ethiopian Free Press Journalists
Association tobe registered, alongside the Ethiopian
Journalists Association which mostly represented the
pro-government and state media. Dozens of journalists
weretakenforquestioning and released on bail with
chargespending, and several fled the countryafter
repeated courtappearances and police summonses.
The PressLaw (1992) allows courts to imprison
Journalists for publishing false information or for
allegedly inciting ethnic conflict. At the end of 2000,
eight journalists were in prison as prisoners of
conscience.

&3 In januaryTessalegne Mengesha of Mabruk
magazine was jailed for a year and Tewodros Kassa of
Etiopmagazine was sentenced to one year's
imprisonment in June. The charges were dubious, and
their trials unfair.

3 Mairegu Bezabih, aveteran journalist and the
EuropeanUnion’s Information Officer in Ethiopia, was
arrested in March in unclear circumstances — the
authorities accused him ofinvolvementin humanrights
violations 13 years previously.

Election-related arrests

In certain southern constituencies, particularly Hadiya,
Kambataand Gambelazones, members of opposition
partiesweredetained during the election process.

&3 Abula Obang, an education official, and 17 others
who formed the Gambela People's Democratic
Congressand were arrested in early 1999 remained in
detentionwithoutcharge or trial as prisoners of
conscience throughout the election period.

Oromo demonstrations

In March there were widespread demonstrations by
Oromos in Addis Ababa, Ambo, Nekemte and several
other towns in western Oromia The demonstrators
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accused the authorities of failing to take sufficient
action to stop a huge forest fire in southern Oromia
Hundreds of demonstrators, notably schoolteachers
and students, were arrested and held for several weeks
without charge or trial. At least one person, Diribe
Jifara, wasreportedly shotdead by police.Most
detainees were non-violent protesters and were
prisoners of conscience. There were further
demonstrations and short-term arrests of Oromos in
October and November on account of the government's
decision tomove the Oromia regional capital from
Addis Ababa (where there Is a large Oromo community)
to Nazareth in thesoutheast. [n late December up to
200studentswerearrestedat Addis Ababa University
after adispute over an Oromo political issue. After
some days in custody, where they were ill-treated and
forced to do harshexercises, most were released but

18 Oromostudentsweretaken tocourtand remanded
in custody.

Eritrean detainees

In March and April, when war was agamn imminent, nine
Eritreans weresentenced tobetween one and I5 years’
imprisonment on charges of spying for or collaborating
with the Eritrean armed forces. More than 1.200 other
Eritreans werestill detained without charge or triat
aftermassround-upsini9g8and 1999

Political trials

Thegroup trial in Addis Ababa of more than 60 Oromos
for armed consprracy with the OLF entered its third
year Thedefendants faced avariety of mostly separate
charges. Among these prisoners wereseven human
rights defenders who had founded the Human Rights
League to protect Oromos against human rights
violations, and two journalists. They were prisoners of
conscience.

&3 Taye Wolde-Semayat, president of the Ethiopian
Teachers Association and a former university
professor, lodged an appeal against his 15-year prison
sentenceimposed in 1999 foralleged armed
conspiracy. A prominent critic of the government,

he was a prisoner of conscience, convicted in an
unfarr trial.

Dergue trials

The trial of 46 membersof the former military
government of Mengistu Haile-Mariam (which was
known as the Dergue) entered its sixth year. They were
charged with genocide, war crimes and other crimes
against humanity. Some trials began of more than 2,200
other former officials, most of whom had been held
since 1991 and were facing lesser charges. A few trials
were completed. Several people were convicted and
sentenced to prison terms, afewwere acquitted, and at
least one was sentenced to death in his absence. The
majority of trials, however, had not yet started and
many detamees, including Mammo Wolde, the former
Olympic athlete, remained in prison with little chance
of an early opportunity to defend themselves,

Reports continued to be receivedof a persistent
patternof torture of political prisoners. Torture took
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place during unlawful and incommunicado detention in
official and unofficial places of custody. judges did not
invesugate complaints of torture made when prisoners
were brought to court. Torture was particularly
common In certain police stations and security centres
in Addis Ababa and in zones of armed conflict or
intense political confiict, such as Oromia, the Somali
region andparts of the south. Prisonconditions were
generally harsh andmedical treatment was inadequate

Extrajudicial executions

Therewerereports of suspected rebel supporters being
extrajudicially executed by government forces, but
these proved difficult to verify

Death penalty

Several people weresentencedto death for murder but
no executions were reported. Up to 100 prisoners were
under sentence of death.

FlJI

REPUBLIC OF THE FLJI ISLANDS

Head of state: Ratu Josefa lloilo (replaced Ratu Sir
Kamisese Mara in July)

Head of government: laisenia Qarase (replaced Frank
8aimimarama inJuly who replaced Mahendra Chaudhry
n May)

Capital:Suva

Population: 0.77 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

Aviolent coup attempt in May led to widespread
human rights abuses and a flagrant disregard forthe
rule of law. Scores of civilians, police and army
officers wereinjured; some were killed. Thousands of
Fijians of Indian ethnic origin were forced to leave
their homes as a result of racist or opportunistic
attacks and fear ofviolence. Decrees issued under
martial lawallowedforracial discrimination but
preserved otherbasic human rights.These rights
were, however, frequently violated during operations
against suspected rebels. As many as six suspected
rebels were reportedly beaten to death by soldiers
following an attempted mutiny in November.
Investigationsinto alleged human rights violations
were hampered by fears of retaliation; no findings
weremade public.

Political instability

On 19 May anindigenousFijtan nationalist movement
led anti-government demonstrations in the capital
During thedemonstrations, members of the military's
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elite Counter Revolutionary Warfare Unit (CRWU) led
by George Speight, a civilian, stormed parliament, and
took Prime Minister Mahendra Chaudhry, his sonand
most government members of parliament hostage; the
hostages wereheld for up tos6 days. Therebels
declared the 1997 Constitution abrogated and
"appointed” a president and government that ensured
indigenous supremacy. The 1997 Constitution had
removedprevious guarantees, imposed after two
military coups in 1987, of political dominance by
indigenous Fijians

President Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara declared astate of
emergency after coup supportersrioted, looted and
burneddown shopsandhouses. themajority belonging
to Indo-Fijians. Police allowed hundreds of coup
supportersand the media to freely enter and leave the
parliamentary complex. Coup leadersincited racist
attacks against Indo-Fijians which masked indigenous
powerstruggles behind the coup. Mobs terrorized
towns and villages, took scores of people hostage,
killed an unarmed policeman, shot several army
officers and acameraman, and ransacked a television
station. Following threats against his life, President
Mara dismissed the government and fled the capital on
29 May. The military commander, Commodore Vorege
Baimimarama, took power, declared martial law and
published emergency decrees, drafted by the Chief
Justice, toreplace the Constitution and abolish the
Supreme Court. A decree on fundamental rights and
freedoms largely preserved Fiji's Bill of Rights but
allowedforracial discrimination. Military leadersand
the ethnic Fijian Great Council of Chiefs negotiated with
the rebels on the release of the hostages, the conditions
for an amnesty and the composition of anew
administration.

After all hostages were released in July, the military
regime arranged the appointment of Laiseria Qarase as
interim Prime Minister who formed a civilian,
predominantly indigenous Fijian, administration. He
appointed acommittee to review the 1997 Constitution
with the aim of replacing it with one that guarantees
political supremacy and economic advancement for
indigenous Fijians. Coup supporters welcomed the
moves as effectively implementing their objectives

In November, eight soldiersdied anddozens were
injured during an attempted mutiny by CRWU members
suspected of seeking toremove the military commander
and tofree coup leaders not released on bail

In November the High Court upheld the 1997
Constitution, rejected the dilution of human rights in
decrees and declared that Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara
remained President and shouldappointa Prime
Minister. Anappeal against the ruling by the interim
administration waspending at the end of theyear

Hostage crisis

Indo-Fijian and indigenous Fijiancabinetmembersheld
hostage by the rebels were detained in separate
buildings within the parliamentary complex Coup
supporters beat the Prime Minister and his son, and
there were reports that hostages were temporarily
deniedfood and medical attention. George Speight
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publicly threatened tokill the Prime Minister After the
release of all hostages in July, the hostage-takers failed
to comply with agreed conditions for an amnesty by not
handing in all their weapons. Following further violence
by coup supporters, the army and police arrested some
400 of them, a number of whom wereill-treated in
custody. A majority were initially charged with minor
offences and laterreleased fromdetention. Many
suspected coup leaders were later charged with treason
and other serious crimes but most were conditionally
released owingto insufficient evidence. Eight remained
indetention awaiting trial at the end of the year. At least
1,500 ethnic Fijians were arrested for minor offences,
and some reportedly retaliated against their Indo-Fijian
victims after being released on bail

Abuses against Indo-Fijians
Duringand after the hostage crisis, hundreds of Indo-
Fijianhomes andbusinesseswereburned down or
looted. In some rural areas, coup supporters terrorized
Indo-Fijian farmers and robbed them of crops, cattle
and valuables, ofteninorder to feed the hostage-
takers. There were reports of police complicity n some
attacks and of widespread beatings, rapes and hostage-
taking by indigenous Fijians. The authorities
subsequentlyfailed to cooperate with the new Fiji
Human Rights Commission which investigated more
than 120 complaints received following the coup
attempt

Atleast 1,000 Indo-Fijians were internally displaced
or made homeless as a result of the violence and
thousands were forced to leave leased properties. Up
tojsofoundshelterin the townof Lautoka, where the
non-governmental Fiji Human RightsGrouporganized
arefuge. Members of the group and other human rights
activists became thetarget of political inttmidation and
criminal investigations by police on suspicion of
threatening national security

By November, all indigenous Fijians arrested for
violence against Indo-Fijians had been released. By the
end of theyear, no one was known to have been
convicted of any coup-related human rights violations

There were reports that many of those arrested during
operationsagainstsuspected rebels were severely
beaten and bore visible injuries when they appeared in
court. The interim Minister of Home Affairs stated that
alleged brutality by members of the security forces
against coup supporters would be investigated and
disciplinary action taken. No such investigation was
known to have taken place by the end of the year. In
November, soldiersbeatup to 39 CRWU members
during arrest for their suspected involvement in an
attempted mutiny and denied them visits by family
members for atleastaweek They faced military
tribunals in 2001 on charges which carry the death
penalty.

Possible extrajudicial executions
Duringan pted mutiny atthe Q Elizabeth
Barracks inthe capital in November, members of the
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CRWU who had recently been released from military
custody took other soldiers hostage and reportedly killed
three soldiers. Armed forces loyal to the government
launched a counter-attack tofree hostages and regained
control ofthe barracks. Up to five CRWU soldiers
arrestedafter the mutiny werereportedly beatento
death by members of the armedforces. On the night of
their arrest, twoof thedead CRWU officers were seen
uninjured in custody at a police station before they were
driven away by regular troops. The findings of autopsies
on the two soldiers were not made public,

Anescapedconvict who had engaged in rebel
activities was killed by members of the army in
November.

Freedom of expression

Felix Anthony, Secretary of the Fiji Trade Unions
Congress, and other trade unionists were reportedly
subjected to repeated short-term arrests and
harassment. Fiji Broadcasting Commission staff were
detained by the military and questioned forseveral
hours about thesource of anews rtem they had
broadcast

Al country reports

« Fiji: Human nghts under the Interim Military
Government (Al Index: ASA 18/004/2000)

« Fiji: Human rights at risk (Al Index: ASA
18/009/2000)

FINLAND

REPUBLICOF FINLAND

Head of state: Tarja Halonen

Head of government: Paavo Lipponen

Capital: Helsinki

Population: 5.1 million

Official languages: Finnish, Swedish

Death penalty: abolitionist forall crimes
2000treaty ratifications/ signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention onthe
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court

Sixteen conscientious objectors were adopted as
prisoners of conscience. A draft bill to amend the Non-
Military Service Act failed to address concerns about
the punitive length of alternative civilian service. The
government's follow-up response to the report of the
European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
(ECPD) onitsvisitto Finland in June 1998 was
published in September.
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Conscientious objectors

During the year Al adopted 16 conscientious objectors
as prisoners of conscience. Because of the punitive
length of alternative civilian service— more than 50
percent of recruitsserve 180 days of military service
while all conscientious objectors have to perform 395
days of alternanive civilian service— Al regards
conscientiousobjectors in Finland as prisoners of
conscience.

Areview of the alternative civilian service initiated
by the government, published in December 1999,
proposed that alternative civilian servicebereducedto
330days. However, in October the Minister of L.abour
confirmed that, despite his department’s proposal, the
government would put forward a bill proposing a
reduction in the length of alternative civilian service to
362days. In December, Parliament rejected the
government's proposal to reduce the length of
alternative civilian service.

lll-treatment

The government published a follow-up report to its
response of November 1999 to the findings of the ECPT
onitsvisitto Finland in June 1998. In the follow-up
report the government stated that the term of the
workinggroup set up tostudy the detention of people
on the basis of the Aliens Act had been extended until
December 2000 and that the Aliens Act needed
amendment with regard to detention facilities. [n
response tothe ECPT's concernabout long-term
prisoners spending most of the day in their cells, it
reported that there had been amendments in
accordance with the recommendations of the ECPT

Al country report

« Finland: Al adopts Finnish conscientious objectors as
prisoners of conscience and calls fortheirimmediate
release (Al Index: EUR 20/001/2000)
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FRANCE

FRENCH REPUBLIC

Head of state: Jacques Chirac

Head of government: Lionel Jospin

Capital: Paris

Population: 59 million

Official language: French

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court

Allegations of police brutality, notably involving
asylum-seekers and others of non-European origin,
persisted. Police shootings, some fatal, occurred in
disputed circumstances. Some courts continued to
playa partin perpetuating a situation of effective
impunity, notably in regard to deaths in custody.
Conditions in holding areas for asylum-seekers were
described as inhuman and degrading.A book by a
prison doctor reinvigorated debate about prison
conditions. Refugees continued to be subjectto a
form of prolonged administrative detention. Two
French generals were among others who publicly
admitted that, during the Algerian war of
independence, they had committed torture and
extrajudicial executions.

Background

New laws affecting human rightsconcernswere
approved or announced. In June Parliament approved a
law on the "protection of the presumption of innocence
and rights of victims” New measuresincluded an
appeal structure for assize courts and legal assistance
for detainees in the first hour of police custody —
although not in the case of terrorism-related crimes or
drug-trafficking offences. Video recordingof police
interrogation of minors wasexpectedto help prevent
brutality in police custody. However, a plan to
introduce similar safeguards for adults was postponed
in the face of fierce police opposition.

In June Parliament also approved a law creatinga
commission to oversee the working and
implementation of codes of practice governing law
enforcement officers.

Two commissions of inquiry into the state of prisons
published critical reports following the appearance of a
book by the then chief doctor at Paris-La Santé Prison,
Dr Véronique Vasseur, about inhuman and degrading
conditions at the prison. In October the Minister of
Justice announced that she was preparing a
comprehensive law on the penitentiary system. [n
November a law providing legal representation for
prisoners during disciplinary hearings came into force.

In December, following the "Matignon Agreement”
on the future status of Corsica, the Assembly of Corsica
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approvedadraft law amedat transferringa rangeof
regulatory and legislative powers totheisland.

Actsof violence were attributed to Breton, Basque
and Corsican nationalist groups and there was political
unrest and rioting in the overseas department of
French Guiana. In September and October the
representatives of 18 independence and autonomst
movements from metropolitan France and from the
overseas departments and territories met n Parnis to
discuss joint steps towards self-determination.

Pressuregrew on the Paris police authorities to grant
access toits archives on the October 1961 massacre by
police officers of Algerians at a peaceful demonstration
in Paris during the Algerian war of independence
(1954-1962). There was still disagreement about the
number of demonstrators who had been killed and
figuresvaried between 32and200.Injune the
newspaper Le Monde published testimony by Louisette
Ighilahriz. She was a member of the Algerian National
LiberationFront (FLN) who had beentorturedby
Frenchparachutists in1957. Her testimony elicited
regret about torturefrom General Jacques Massu

In October, 12 public figures appealedto the
authorities to acknowledge and condemn torture
committed during the war. Generals Massu and Paul
Aussaressesboth admitted their direct involvement in
torture and extrajudicial executions. Torture— which
had alsobeencommitted by French police before the
outbreak of war—includedadministration of severe
electric shocks, suspension by the arms and legs and
use of the “bargnoire”("bathtub”). In November Al
called for those responsible forcrimes against
humanity during the Algerian war of independence to
be brought tojustice. Al stated that the lack of political
will by successive governments to confront thisissue
hadhelpedto present torture, summary executions and
"disappearances” as a "necessary evil”

Police shootings

A disturbing pattern of use of excessive and sometimes
lethal force continued. Such incidents have often
occurred during police investigations of car thefts in
the urban conglomerations and depressed suburbs
where many young people of North African origin live.
In April and September riotingbroke out respectively in
southern Lille and in two areas of Seine-et-Marne after
two suchkillings.

&3 Three nightsof rionng followed the killingin Lille in
April of Riad Hamlaoui, a French resident of Algerian
origin. Riad Hamlaoui, the passenger in a reportedly
stolen car, was shot dead by a police officer. The bullet
wasfiredat close range, piercing his neck. Both heand
thedriver were unarmed. The driver had got out of the
car butRiad Hamlaoui, still inside, was said to have made
a"suddenmovement” which, combined withthe
darkness of the night and condensation on the windows,
had caused the officer to fear for his life. The officer was
detained for investigation in connection with a charge of
“voluntary homicide". Two reconstructions took place
andin July the officer was provisionally released.
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Ill-treatment in police custody
Police brutality was widely reported. Most allegations
wereof beatings with truncheonsor fists. Victims
included asylum-seekers of Africanand Cuban origin
and several women of non-Europeanoriginresidentin
France who alleged thatthey had been physicaily
assaulted and racially abused

Anumber of allegations relatedtoill-treatment and
harassment by police at the ibis Hotel and other
holding areas at Rotssy-Charles de Gaulle Airport. in
February Al broughtsome of these allegations to the
attention of the Minister of the Interior and expressed
concern that the tense situation there, created by poor
and inadequate facilities, could help to fuel
confrontation between asylum-seekers and police
officers. No response was received

In September magistrates in Seine-Saint-Denis
alleged that police had ill-treated minorssuspectedof
delinquency in several incidents over thelastfew
years, including one in which a minor was subjected to
“Russtan roulette” and another in which five black
children were used as "punchbags”

Shekuna Sumanu, from Sierra Leone, was among a
group of Sierra Leonean nationals who claimed that
theyhadbeenill-treated and racially insulted by
drunken police officers at the Ibis Hotel at Roissy-
Charles de Gaulle Airport on the night of New Year's Eve
when they emerged into a corridor to pray and singas
partof their religiousrituals. ShekunaSumanuwas
reportedly beaten across histhighswith a truncheon
and required medical treatment.

Cornelie Chappuis, of Congolese(Zairian) origin,
claimed thatin January she wasiill-treated by police
officers from Roubaix (Nord), who removed her from
her house duringa dispute with her husband and held
her overnight at Roubaix police station. [ntransit to the
station Cornélie Chappuis was reportedly handcuffed,
thrown to the police van floor, pulled by the hair and
told that if she did not stop protesting she would meet
the same fateas Semira Adamu, a Nigerian national
who died in 1998 duringdeportation by Belgian
gendarmes. Later Cornélie Chappuis was reportedly
forcedto strip while officers made lewd remarks, one
referring to her asa "nigger” Her family doctor
subsequently recorded injuries on her body which had
not been recorded in a medical report of the previous
evening. Cornélie Chappuis was not charged

‘Islamist network’ trials
In May Isabelle Coutant-Peyre, one of the lawyers who,
during the 1998 "Chalabi” trial, had defended alleged
members of support networks for Algerian armed
opposition groups, was fined by a Paris court for
defaming the national police. She had publicly
described mass arrests preceding the trial in 1994 and
1995as "raids worthy of the methods of the Gestapoand
Militia, at all hours of the day and night, against whole
families, including children.” The court concluded that
she had impugned the honour of the police.

The methods of France's specialized "anti-terrorism”
investigatingjudges and of the 14th section of the Paris
prosecution service continued to be brought into

104

question by a number of court decisions, particularly
with regard to the abusive use of provisional detention
and to a catch-all conspiracy charge, "criminal
associatton with aterroristenterprise”

3 The appeal of 33 "Chalabi” defendants who had
been convicted in 1999 was heardin January. In March
the Paris appeal court found four of them not guilty
This brought the number acquitted of the conspiracy
charge toss out of 138. Proceedings against another 35
had been dropped before the opening of the trial. In
1998 Al had criticized the entire judicial proceedings for
falling short of international farr trial standards ona
number of grounds. In November acompensation
commission awarded to 20 of thoseacquitted a total
sum of almost twomillion francs, on account of the
long periods they had spent in provisional detention.
&3 inDecember the Correctional Court of Paris
acquitted 16 out of 24 suspected members of ancther
"Islamist” network of the charge of "criminal
association with a terrorist enterprise”. They were
accused of preparingattacks during the 1998 World
Cup.

Administrative detention

Several refugees, asylum-seekers and former prisoners
(who had completed sentences served in France in
connection with the above-mentioned conspiracy
charge)were held under a form of administrative
detention (assignation & résidence) instead of being
expelled. This form of detention restricts the detainee’s
movements to a specific and extremely limited
geographical area. They had no recourse to a court of
law to contestthe detention order. They included
North Africans and Basques.

&3 inFebruary Al renewed its appeal to the Minister of
the Interior, first made in 1998, toreview the case of
Tunisian refugee SalahBenHédiHassen Karker, who
had been subjected to such administrative detention,
far from his wife and child, formore than six years. Al
reiteratedthatSalah Karker had never been given an
effective opportunity to contesteither the expulsion or
administrative detention orders against him and
considered it "intolerable to hold Salah Karker
indefinitely under such aformof confinement”. No
response was received,

Impunity

The effective impunity granted by some courts to police
officers or gendarmes, notably with regard to deaths in
custody, continued to cause concern.

&3 In january the Court of Cassation annulled an
appeal court verdict against a gendarme who, 1n 1993,
had shotdeadFranckMoret when he tried toescapea
road checkpoint. The courtrefused the family leave to
appeal. In July 1998 the Court of Appeal of Grenoble
(Isére) had sentenced the gendarmeto a suspended
18-month prison term, finding that, although the
gendarmewas entitled tofire to stop thecar, the fatal
shot had beenfiredin a "particularly imprudent and
clumsyway”. Al has expressed concern over the
continuing application of a decree law which grants
particular latitude to the gendarmerie with regard to
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the use of firearms. Thisconcernwas shared by the UN
Human Rights Committeeandby the UN Committee
against Torture.

&3 In July, two Anti-Crime Brigade (BAC) officers were
sentenced by the Correctional Court of Lille toa
nominal suspended seven-month prison term for
“involuntary homicide™ inconnection with the death in
custody of Zairian-born Sydney Manoka Nzeza. Three
other officers were acquitted of failing toprovide help.
The family's lawyer stated that an appeal would be
lodged against the light sentences. In 1998 Sydney
Manoka Nzeza was apprehended by a number of police
officers duringan argument with a car driver. He was
pinned to the ground and held under restraint,
shackled by his arms and feet and taken to the police
station, where he died. An autopsy established that
death was caused by thoracic compression.

3 InOctobera judge ordered that a charge of
"voluntary and involuntary homicide" against police
officersinvolvedin the death of Mohamed Ali Saoud be
dropped. In the course of a violent struggle in 1998,
Mohamed Ali Saoud, who was suffering from a mental
disability and neededurgentmedical attention, was
shot with rubber bullets and allegedly rep dly

GAM

GAMBIA

REPUBLIC OFTHE GAMBIA

Head of state and government: Yahya Jammeh
Capital: Banjul

Population: 1.2 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Chiidren's Convention onthe
involvementof children in armed conflict

Atleast 14 peoplewerekilled and dozens injured in
Aprilwhen security forces used excessive and
indiscriminate forceto break up student
demonstrations. Members of the opposition faced
harassment and arrest. Civilians and soldiers
suspected of plotting against the government were
arrested and held incommunicado for long periods
without charge ortrial. Arbitrary detentions, ill-

beaten before and while being held under heavy
restraint. The judge concluded that the officers had
found themselves in a dangerous situation and had not
acted criminally. An appeal was lodged against the
decision.

Al country reports and visits

Report

 Concerns in Europe, January-June 2000: France (Al
Index: EUR 01 /003/00)

Visits

An Al delegatevisited France in March and Aprit to

gather information.
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tr and torture by the security forces were
frequently reported.

Background

Political tension remained high throughout 2000. The
government claimed to have foiled two coup plots in
January and in June. Harassment and repression of
political opponents continued unabated. In July
President Jammeh was reported to have stated publicly
that "anyone benton disturbing the peace and stability
of the nation would be buried six feet deep”

In December, the UN Panel of Experts investigating
the trade in arms and diamonds in SierraLeone
idennfied Gambia as a transit country for confiict
diamonds fromSierra Leone and called for an
immediate embargo "on trade in all so-called Gambian
diamonds”. The Gambian authorities, accusedby the
UN experts of not cooperating with the investigation,
reportedlydenied any lack of cooperation and any
involvement in diamond trafficking.

Excessive and indiscriminate use of force

On 10and n April, at least 14 people were killed and
dozens injured, some severely, when security forces
used excessive and indiscriminate force to break up
demonstrations. Several of the dead were less than 18
years old. The unauthorized demonstrations were
organized by the Gambian Students Union in Banjul,
Brikama and othertowns.They werecalled in protest at
twoincidents in March: thedeath, allegedly after
torture, of a student, EbrimaBarry, and the rape of a 13-
year-old schoolgirl, Binta Manneh, by a police officer.
The demonstration in Banjul on 10 April became violent
afterthe security forcestried to disperse crowds,
including by using tear gas, batons and rubber bullets.
It appeared thatsome demonstrators threw stones at
security forces, burned tyresandsetfire to buildings,
including fire stations and police stations. The security
forces reportedly firedinto the crowd and autopsies
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apparently confirmed that liveammumitionwas used
Omar Barrow, ajournalist and Gambia Red Cross
volunteer, wearing Red Cross insignia, was among
those killed as he went to help injured demonstrators

Neither the findings of a Commission of Inquiry
subsequently set up by the government nor those of the
inquiry carried out by the Coroner were made public by
the end of 2000. In September, the Chair of the
Commission of Inquiry was reported to have publicly
acknowledged that security force officers werefound
tobe largely responsible for the deaths and injuries of
the students

Torture/ ill-treatment
Torture and 1ll-treatment were frequently reported
Many of the students arrested duringand after the mid-
April demonstrations were tortured and ill-treated in
custody by members of the security forces, including
the National Intelligence Agency.
€3 Ong March, Ebrima Barry, a 19-year-old student,
died in hospital allegedly after torture by Brikama Fire
Service personnel. Officers suspected of responsibility
forhisdeathwerearrested. Their trial had not
concluded by the end of 2000

The practice of female genital mutilation reportedly
remained widespread, especially in rural areas

Arrests of opponents
On 18 June, OusainouDarboe, Secretary General of the
opposition United DemocraticParty (UDP), was
arrested withscoresof UDP members in the Basse
region, east of Banjul, while campaigning for local
elections. He wasreleased on bail after being charged
together with 24 others, including members of the
National Assembly, with the murder of a supporter of
the ruling Alliance for Patriotic Reorientation and
Construction (APRC). Ousainou Darboe’s arrest
followed what appeared to be an ambush of his convoy
by members of a pro-government militia, the "22July
Movement”. Although officiallydisbandedini199g, the
militia reportedly continued tooperate

At the end of 2000 the murder charges were dropped
against all but five people, including Ousainou Darboe
and other prominent UDP members. It appeared that
this prosecution was intended to silence the UDP and
prevent Ousainou Darboe from standing in presidential
elections in 2001, as no credible evidence was reported
tohaveemerged against the five. On 18 July, the
European Union urged the Gambian authorities to
respect fully the independence of the courts in the
proceedings against Ousainou Darboe and members of
his party.

Unlawful detention of suspected plotters
Civihans and members of the military arrested in
January and in June onsuspicion of plottinga coup
wereheld incommunicado forlong periods without
beingcharged

I Lieutenant Landing Sanneh was arrested in January
on suspicion of plotting to overthrow the government
He was held incommunicado for several months and
chargedinjune withtreason. It appeared that at least
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oneofhisconfessions was obtained after a death
threat. Landing Sanneh wasdetained at State Central
Prison (Mile Il) awaiting trial before the High Court
However, in early December the authorities announced
that he would be tried by the Court Martial

& MomodouOusmanSahoand five others

Lieutenant Lato Jaiteh, Lieutenant Omar Darbo, Ebrima
Barrow, Momodou Marena and Ebrima Yarbo— were
arrested at the end of June and held iIncommunicado for
more than four months. For at least three weeks the
authorities denied to their families that they were being
detained. The six were charged in mid-July by a
magistrates’ court which did not have jurisdiction to
hear the case. Their lawyers were not present in court.
Three others were charged in absentia. At the end of
2000, the sixwerebeing held atMile Il prison, where
detention conditions werereportedly harsh

Intimidation of journalists

Journalists continued toface arbitrary detentions and
threats of violence by the security forces. Decrees 70
and 71, which unduly restrict freedom of expression,
remained inforce. Proposed legislation on the National
Media Commussion, which would haveimposed further
restrictions on the news media, was not passed by the
National Assembly during 2000.

3 Injuly, Baba GallehJallow and Alhagie Mbyeofthe
Independentwere arrested, briefly detained and
released on bail after being charged with libel for
reporting on a prison hunger strike.

Death penalty

Appeals against death sentences passed by the High
Courtfor treason had not been decided by the end of
2000. They related to four political prisoners
sentenced to death in 1997 after an armed attack on
Farafenni military camp in 1996, and to three others
sentencedin 1999 after an armed attack on Kartong
military post in1997.

Al country report

* Gambia Fourteen people killed and at least 28 injured
(Al Index: AFR 27/001/2000)
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GEORGIA

GEORGIA

Head of state and government: Eduard Shevardnadze
Capital: Tbilis|

Population:4.9 million

Official language: Georgian

Death penalty: abolitionistfor all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Protocol No. 6 to
the European Convention on Human Rights concerning
the abolition of the death penalty

Reports of torture and ill-treatment in custody
continued in 2000. Among the victims were children
and members of non-traditional religious groups. At
least one man was reported to have died in custody
asa result of police ill-treatment. In the disputed
region of Abkhazia, at least one man was sentenced
to death; no executions were reported. Ethnic
Georgians displaced by the conflict continued to face
obstacles to their return,

Background

President Eduard Shevardnadze won asecond term of
office in elections held in April. Also in April,
parliament adopted a program of national
reconciliation aimed at healing divisions datingback to
the armed ousting of former President Zviad
Gamsakhurdiaintggz2. Scores of his imprisoned
supporterswere subsequently pardonedandreleased
In July parliament appointed Nana Devdariani as the
second Public Defender (Ombudsperson) of Georgia, a
post that had been vacant since the previous
September. Rising concern at widespreadcorruption
led the authorities to set up a special commission to
combat the practice. There was little progress in talks
aimed at regulating the status of the disputedregions of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia, which remained outside
the control of the Georgian authorities

Asinpreviousyears there werepersistentallegations
of torture and ill-treatment by law enforcement
officials, and reports that many official investigations
instigated in such cases were not pursued impartially
and with vigour.

There were also continuing complaints that officials
obstructed access to defence lawyersand toan
independent forensic medical expert seeking to
examine prisoners who had made allegations of
torture. This expert reported in September that she had
beenroutinely denied permission to visit prisoners
while they were held in police custody. When access
was granted, after a prisoner had been transferred to a
remand facility under the control of the Ministry of
Justice, it was often weeks after the initial allegations
had been made and correspondingly much more
difficult to determine the nature and cause of any
injury sustained
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Elene Tevdoradze, the charwoman of the
parliamentary Human Rights Committee, was among
those who reported extremely poor prison conditions,
including cases in which officials attempted to extort
bribesbefore transferringa sick prisoner to
appropniate medical facilities.

Anii-year-old boy was reportedly beaten while
kept for three days in ajuvenile holding facility. Sergey
(not his real name) was detained by police in Tbilisi on
18 August while trying to sell a sheet of aluminium, and
takento the city's facility for holding juveniles while
officials trace their parents or guardians. He reported
that one of his teeth was knocked out during a beating
by officials on the second day of his stay there, and that
he saw other children, boys and girls, also being ill-
treated, including by being punched around the head
and shoulders and hit with abunch of keys. It is also
allegedthat Sergey's parentsmore thanoncerangthe
localpolicestationaftertheirsonfailedto returnhome
the firstday, but that the police failed toreveal his
location inthe hopes of extortingabribe from the
family Sergey was released the evening of his third day
indetention after his parentsand neighbours held a
protestdemonstration.

Jehovah's Witness communities around the
country were subjected to a number of attacks
throughout the year by supporters of an unfrocked
Georgian Orthodox priest, Father Basil Mkalavishvili,
violently opposed to non-traditional religions. In most
cases the attackers were said to have been allowed to
act with impunity by the police, andinat least one
instance police officers were alleged tohave joined in
theassault

On 16 September a number of buses carrying
Jehovah's Witnesses were reportedly stoned and
passengersassaultedoutside of the townof Marnueli
The Jehovah's Witnesses had planned tohold a
conventiontherethat day. However, police at
roadblocksset up that morning were said to have
turned back all vehicles carrying Jehovah's Witnesses,
while giving free passage and a police escort to
busloads of Father Mkalavishvili'ssupporters. in the
light of this, the conventionwas cancelled, and
delegates on buses weretold toreturnhome. At one
roadblock, however, somebuses returning to Tblisi
werereportedly attacked by astone-throwingcrowd
Windows werebroken, and one woman passenger was
said to have been struck on the head by arock
According to the Jehovah's Witnesses, Orthodox
supporters also stopped another bus, dragged out three
male passengers and beat them. The attackers also
entered thebus. shouted insults, and robbed
passengers. Police at the scene were said to have
supported and participated in the beatings, and also to
have joined in the looting and destruction of the site of
the cancelled convention
Deathin custody
As in previous years, there were allegations that torture
in police custody led to the death of a detainee,

3 Mamuka Rizhamadze was detained by police on 24
May in Tkibul, and transferred the following day to
preliminary detention facilities in Kutaisi. On 31 May he
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was found hanged1n his cell bya noose made from a
blanket. A post-mortemcarried out by the state
forensic service concluded that he had committed
suicide. However, an independent forenstc expert
carried out a second post-mortemat therequest of the
family on s June. She found two wounds to Mamuka
Rizhamadze'shead, inflicted in heropinion while he
was still alive and causedby a bluntheavy object. She
concluded that theseinjurieswere the cause of death.
Investigation of the skin on Mamuka Rizhamadze's neck
alsoindicated to her that he was dead before the noose
was applied. It was not known whether any
investigation had been initiated into the death
following the post-mortem

3 Criminal proceedingsbeganagainst a traffic police
officerinconnection with the 19gg death of Davit
Vashagmadze. Davit Vashagmadze hadbeen stopped by
officers in Novemberi9gg in Tbilisi and reportedly
beatensoseverely by them that he died in hospital two
days later In July the officer was convicted of "exceeding
hisauthority”and sentenced to twoyears' imprisonment.

Abkhazia

Thesituation in Abkhaziaremained relatvely calm
althoughunstable, especially in the southerndistrict of
Gali. Widespread, organized crime along the cease-fire
line and the lack of effective law enforcement on both
sides were major contributors to the poor security
situation, hampering the return of refugees and
displaced people. In November the UN Security Council
called on bothsides to take concrete steps to guarantee
the security of those wishing to return, and to address
urgently the undefined and insecure status of those
who had returned spontaneously.

During the year the UN Human Rights Office in
Abkhazia reported that it had raised cases of human
rightsviolations with the de factoauthorities, including
incidents of harassment on ethnic and gender grounds,
and the monitoring of places of detention
Prisoners of conscience
According to reports at least two men were imprisoned
for refusing on religious grounds to perform
compulsory military service. No civilian alternatives to
military service were available during 2000, although a
draft law providing for such alternative service was
reportedly under constderation by the Abkhaz
authorities.

&3 In October, 18-year-old Elgudzha Tsulaya was
sentencedto four years' imprisonment by the Military
Court. He had been charged with desertion, reportedly
inconnection withthesteps hehadtaken earlier in the
year to avoid forcible conscription on the grounds that
military service was incompatible with his religious
beliefs. His appeal was turned down by the Supreme
Court tn November

2urab Achba

Zurab Achba, a legal assistant to the UN Human Rights
Office in Abkhazia, a human rights defender and a
leading oppositionfigure, was shot and killed in
Sukhumiin August. Despite assurances from the Abkhaz
authorities, the UN was not kept informed of
developments in the investigation into the killing.
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Death penalty
In October the Abkhaz Supreme Court sentenced Albert
Tarba to death for the 1995 murder of Abkhaz Deputy
Prime Minister Yury Voronov. Press reports stated that
Albert Tarba, who had been in hiding, had been seized
inMarch in the KrasnodarTerritory of Russia, but it was
not clear by whom or through which channels he had
been transferred to Abkhazia. A second man, Sayed
Itslayev, from the Chechen Republic in the Russian
Federation, had been sentenced to death in Abkhazia in
1997 forhis role in the murder

Atleast i5death sentences werebelieved to have
been passed inAbkhaziasince 1t declared inde-
pendence; no judicial executions had been reported

Al country report and visit

Reports

« Georgia: Continuing allegations of torture and ill-
treatment (Al Index: EUR 56,/001/2000)

Visit

Al delegates visited Georgia in September and met

various officials.

GERMANY

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

Head of state: Johannes Rau

Head of government: Gerhard Schréder
Capital: Berlin

Population: 82.2 million

Official language: German

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the
nvolvement of children in armed conflict; Rome Statute
of the International Criminal Court

There were reports of policeill-treatment of
detainees, and of abusive use of restraints. A
mentally disabled man was shot dead by police. No
criminal proceedings were taken against police
officers who shot dead a man in controversial
circumstances in 1999. An asylum-seekercommitted
suicide at Frankfurt-am-Main airport, where
conditions of detention had previously been criticized
by the European Committee for the Prevention of
Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatmentor
Punishment. No developments were reported in the
investigation of the deathof AamirAgeebin May
1999 during his forced deportation.

Allegations of police ill-treatment
There were continued allegations of ill-treatment of
detainees by police officers. Complainants reported
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that they weresub jectedto repeated kicks, punches
and blows fromthe knee. In some instances non-
Caucasianand foreign nationals alleged they were
abused with racist language. It sometimes took an
unduly long time to bring offending police officers to
justice

&3 Threepoliceofficers in Cologne were suspended
from duty for allegedly attacking a taxi driver of
Tunisian originin the early hours of 21 September
Accordingtoreports, the three policeofficers, who
were off-duty and intoxicated at the ime of the
incident, phystcally assaulted the 48-year-old taxi
driverafter herefused to transport them and their two
companions. He was reportedly knocked to the ground
and repeatedly kicked and punched, resulting in
bruising to his head andchest. Eyewitnesses stated that
before theattack one of the police officers verbally
abused the taxi driver with racist language.

&3 On 16 Februarya court in Frankfurt found two
police officers guilty of ill-treating a detainee, referred
toas C. more than three years earlier. C. was physically
ill-treated by police officers at Frankfurt'smain railway
station during the night of 3 Novemberi9g6. The court
sentencedthe two police officers to conditional prison
sentences of six months and fines

Restraint techniques

3 A20-year-old pregnant woman, originally from
Togo, wasarrested in June after she reportedly refused
to leave a babycare shop in the town of Geldern in
North Rhine-Westphalia. The woman and her husband
alleged that during thearrest she was rolled onto her
front although she was obviously pregnant, and she
was subsequently handcuffed. The detainee, who had
to undergo a gynaecological examination at St

Clemens hospital in Geldern to ensure that her unborn
baby had not been injured, stated that police officers
refused to remove her handcuffs. A gynaecologist at the
hospital reportedly initially refused to examine her
because she was in handcuffs. Al called for a prompt
and impartial investigation into the allegations and
asked to be informed why police officers refused to
remove the handcuffs of the pregnant woman when she
required medical treatment and a gynaecological
examination.

3 Thomas Miiller, a 56-year-old man, who was being
held inpre-trialdetention forallegedfraudin Koblenz,
was shackled to a hospital bed forthreedays,
reportedly ongrounds of security, while undergoing
medical treatment at Kemperhof hospital in Koblenz in
late June. Anadditional chain was reportedly linked
around the shackles and attached tothe hospital bed.
Inadditionto the shackles and thechain, two prison
officials were presentn the hospital room. Alurged the
authorities to review current practices regarding the
prolonged shackling of detainees in hospital in order to
ensure that the treatment of detainees does not
constitute or lead to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment.

Police shootings
3 A28-year-old mentally disabled man of
Vietnamese origin, referred to as Mr B. in the German
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media, who was 1n possession of a plastic toy gun, was
shot dead by two police officers on 20 September in a
wooded areanear the town of Ulm. The man, who was a
long-termresident of a home for the mentally disabled,
had beenreportedmissing earlier in the afternoon. The
two police officers, who had been called to the area
after receiving a report of a man roaming through the
woods with a gun, reportedly shot at the man 21 imes,
hitting him eight times. Al expressed concern that the
policeofficers appeared tohave used little restraintin
discharging their firearms in apprehending a suspect
who had not returned fire.

3 Alreceiveda response from the Ministry of the
Interior of Thuringia in March about the controversial
fatal shooting of a 62-year-old man from Cologne in a
hotel in Heldrungen in Thuringia infune i99g by two
plainclothes policeofficers. The letter stated that
criminal proceedings against the police officers for
manslaughterthrough culpable negligence had been
terminated by the investigating state prosecutor on the
basis that the officers had notacted in a culpable
manner. Thewidow of the deceased reportedly lodged
an appeal.

Death during forced deportation

By the end of 2000, there were no developments
reported in the investigation into the death of 30-year-
old Aamir Ageeb, a Sudanese national who died in late
May 1999 during his forced deportation from Frankfurt-
am-Main airport to Khartoum via Cairo, Egypt. Al had
originally expressed concern that the federal border
police may have contributed to his death by using
restraint techmques which impeded breathing

Conditions of detention

An Algerian asylum-seeker committed suicide in the
transit area holding facility of Frankfurt-am-Main
airport on 6 May. The conditions of detention at
Frankfurt-am-Main airporthad previously been
criticized in areport published in May 1999 by the
European Committee for the Preventionof Tortureand
Inhuman or Degrading Treatmentor Punishment
(ECPT), which had visited the airportin May 1998. Al
expressedconcernthat the conditions of detention at
theairport, andthe prolonged periods forwhich
certainasylum-seekers were held there, might
adversely affect both their physical and mental health.
Al called on the German authorities, following the
recommendations of the ECPT report of 1999, to
improve conditions and to reconsider the practice of
detaining asylum-seekers in the transit area holding
facility for prolonged periods.

Al country reports
« Concerns in Europe, January — June 2000: Germany
(Al Index: EUR 01,/003/2000)
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GHANA

REPUBLIC OF GHANA

Head of state and government: J.J. Rawlings

Capital: Accra

Population: 20.2 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

2000treaty ratifications/ signatures: International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Optional Protocol
to the International Covenanton Civil and Political
Righss; International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights; UN Convention against Torture; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention

Journaliste and others were briefly detained or
imprisoned for criticizing government officials or
protesting at human rights violations. A number of
detainees were reportedly assaulted in military
custody. There was no progress in the trial, re-trial or
appeal in three continuing treason cases. At least
one death sentence was passed; no executions were
carried out.

Background
The winner of presidential elections in December was
JohnKufuor, leader of the opposition New Patriotic
Party (NPP). President).]. Rawlings, head of state and
government since coming to power inacoupin |98|,
served his second and final term of office as an elected
President since the return to civilian rule in 1993

The NPP won amajority of seats in the National
Assembly in general elections inDecember. Seven
people were killed in clashes between party supporters
over the conduct of the elections in the town of Bawku,
northern Ghana The armed forces briefly closed down
aregional radio station after an NPP candidate
allegedly incited violence; charges were subsequently
broughtagainst him. Both government and opposition
maderepeatedcallsfor the elections to be peaceful.

Prisoners of conscience and freedom of
expression

Freedom of expression continued to be inhibited in
Ghanaby the imprisonment of journalists under the
laws on defamation and contempt of court. Individuals
were subjected to lengthy interrogation, brief detention
and in some cases assault for publicly raising concerns
about human rights violations, offending members of

the government or being associated with the opposition.

S In January Stephen Owusu, editor of the Free Press
newspaper, was fined and sentenced to one day's
imprisonment by the High Court in Accra He was found
tobe in contempt of court for publishing an article
commentingon acivil sutbefore the Court.

3 InMay john Kufuor, leader ofthe NPP, and three
visiting Italian politicians from the Forza /talla party
were detained overnight at police headquarters. The
authorities said that they were suspected of breaching
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immigration regulations. The victims said they were
arrested as they were leaving the country, held for 15
hours without food ordrink, and questioned in detail
about their activities in Ghana. The NPP said that the
governmentwas seeking to deter its legitimate contacts
with foreign political leaders and businessmen

3 In November the security police detained two
journalists for questioning before releasing themon
bail. Felix Odartey-Wellington, a television presenter,
was charged with insulting behaviour for making
critical remarks about the Presidenton television. Kofi
Coomson, editor-in-chief of the Ghanaian Chronicle
newspaper, was charged with receiving stolen goods
after publishing allegations that the then ruling
National Democratic Congress party was proposing
election fraud.

Treason trials

By the end of 2000 the Supreme Court, which has
appellate jurisdiction in treason cases, had not yet
heard the appeal of four men sentenced to death in
February 1999 following a long-running treason trial.
Sylvester Addai-Dwomoh, Kwame Alexander Ofei,
Kwame Ofori-Appiah and john Kwadwo Owusu-Boakye
hadbeen imprisoned since their arrest in September
1994 and convicted of plotting tooverthrow the
government. The special High Court trying the case had
ruled admissible statements allegedly made under
duress despite evidence that the defendants and some
soldiers who later testified for the prosecution had
been beaten following their arrest.

The trial did not commence of alleged co-conspirator
James William Owu who was detained in SierraLeone in
early1999,takentoGhanaby the Ghanaianarmed
forces without formal extradition proceedings, and
charged with treason.

The retrial on treason charges of Karim Salifu Adam,
an NPP member imprisoned since May 1994, did not
proceed.

Releases of political prisoners

Two long-standing political prisoners were among
more than 1,000 prisonersreleased under a
presidential amnesty in April: former Captain Adjei
Edward Ampofo, sentenced to death in 1983 after being
convicted inabsentiaof involvementin an attempted
coup in 1983; and former Sergeant Oduro Frimpong,
who was sentenced to deathin 1985 after a trial in
camerafor involvement in an alleged coup plot in 1984.
In 1997 their death sentences had been commuted
under a previous clemency measure.
D ions and alleg by the military
Arrests and detentions were reported to have been
carried out by the military. Some detainees were
assaulted:; others were unlawfully detained without
access to lawyers or recourse to the courts in places
such as the Castle, Osu— the presidential office and
residence in Accra— and at Military Headquarters,
Burma Camp in Accra. In some cases, the reason for the
arrestwas political— criticism of the militaryor
offence to the President or his family.
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3 InJanuaryKabral Blay Amihere, publisher of the
Independentnewspaper, was arrested at gunpoint by
military police late at night in his car and detained
overnight for questioning after his newspaper
published an article deemed critical of the military.

&3 In January Selassie O'Sullivan-Djentuh, aged 23,
and two employees of his mother— William Katey and
James Narh —were seized by armed men. Because of
previous threats by members of the presidential guard,
his parents sought information at the Castle which was
refused. His father was detained overnight for
questioning by the military after appealing on national
radio for information about their son. The threemen
werereleased from detentionafterthreedays at the
Castle, where they werereportedly assaulted and
threatened and held in a dark and overcrowded cell in
which there was noroom to lie down. After further
threats, attacks in the state-controlled news media
against the family, and the demolition by armed police
of family property, Selassie O'Sullivan-D jentuh left the
countryin fear of his life. His parents were charged
with, and in August convicted of, assaultinga member
of the presidential guardand offensive conduct. A
Circuit Tribunal in Accraordered their imprisonment
for twoweeks to await sentencing. After widespread
protests, the court bound them to keep the peace or
risk reimprisonment.

&3 In July Paul Poku, a US citizen of Ghanaian origin,
was detained for two weeks at Military Headquarters,
Burma Camp in Accra, after beingarrestedat night by
armed soldiers. He was reportedly severely beaten and
ill-treated, apparently in an attempt to force him to pay
money in connection with a civil lawsuit.

&3 InSeptember military policearrestedfor
questioning Sedi Bansah, a journalist on the Crusading
Guide newspaper, at the instigation of a government
minister, after the journalist telephoned the minister to
check a report of the minister's involvement ina
shooting incident. Shortly afterwards, unidentified
assailants smeared the newspaper's offices with human
excrement, aformof harassment previously used
against other privately owned newspapers which
criticized the government

& InOctober armed officers from the Second Infantry
Brigade in Kumasiwerealleged to havetaken five girls,
all hairdressing apprentices, to an army barracks where
they wereassaulted and then to a police station where
twowere held overnight. The soldiers reportedly
stripped and beat the girls’ employer, Gifty Brown
Davis, at her hairdressing salon and droveher, naked,
to themilitary barracks where she was reportedly again
beaten beforea senior officer The soldiers were said to
havebeenacting at the request of the landlady, who
had already been served with a court order restraining
herfromharassment.

Impunity

The government continued not to respond to calls for
investigations into human rights violations committed
before and after thereturnto civilian rule in 1993, The
military continued to act with impunity and were not
held accountable forinstancesin which they reportedly
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detained or assaulted people. [n August the police
denied knowledge of anunofficial "police station” at
Military Headquarters, BurmaCamp, where soldiers
reportedly detained and assaulted a number of civilians.

Duringthe election campaign, John Kufuorpromised
an investigation into humanrights violations ifhe was
elected.

Death penalty
[n July the High Court sentenced to death Ebenezer
Quaynor, an armed forces officer, following his
convictionformurder. Noexecutionswerecarried out
[n August Al's Ghanaian Section and other local
humanrights groups launchedanactioninAccraas
part of a worldwide campaign seeking amoratorium on
the use of the death penalty as the first step towards its
abolition in countries where executions had not been
carriedout forseveralyears.

Al country report
 Ghana: Briefing on the death penalty (Al Index: AFR
28/001/2000)

GREECE

HELLENIC REPUBLIC

Head of state: Konstandtnos Stephanopoulos
Head of government: Konstandinos Simitis
Capital: Athens

Population: 10.6 million

Official language: Greek

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children's Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict

Fourteen people faced legal proceedings for
peacefully exercising their right to freedom of
expression or religion. Conscientious objectors who
refused to perform alternative civilian service of
punitive length continued to face trial. There were
further allegations of ill-treatment by law
enforcement officials. Inadequate investigations
into past human rights abuses raised serious
concerns about impunity.

Freedom of expression and religion

Fourteen people faced legal proceedings for peacefully
exercising their right to freedom of expression or
religion.

&3 Legal proceedings continued against Mehmet Emin
Aga for peacefully exercising his right to freedom of
religion and expression. He was tried in June and
November in Lamia and Serres on five separate counts
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for the same offenceof “usurpationofthe functionofa
Ministerof aknown religion”. Atan appeal hearingin
Lamia the sentences were reduced to seven months’
imprisonment. In November the Appeal Court in Serres
confirmed another seven-month sentence against him
onthesame charges. Mehmet EminAgahad been
sentenced toa total of 28 months’imprisonment on the
same chargesin previous years, but hadbeen allowed
to pay a sumof money in lieu of terms ofimprisonment.
Altakesno position on the procedures to be followed
forchoosing religious leaders or their legitimacy. Al's
concernin this case isbasedsolely on its belief that
Mehmet Emin Aga was tried for exercising his right to
freedom of religion and expression and that, if
imprisoned, he would be a prisoner of conscience.

&3 InJune, Hara Kalomiri was sentenced to two
months’ imprisonment, suspended for three years, for
operating a place of worship without a state licence
between September 1994 and March 1995. The charges
related to her role as administrator of the Karma Rik
Drol-Ling Center of Practical Philosophy and
Psychology in Trapezi, Halkidiki. The court considered
this to be a "temple of Buddhist cult” becauseresidents
“engaged in Buddhist actsof cult, concretely.. in
meditation”. She had initially been sentenced to three
months' imprisonment in 1996, but this was reduced on
appeal to two months in 1997. In March 1998, the
Supreme Court had overturned this decision and sent
the case back to the Appeal Court.

3 InJune, 12teachersfrom the ethnic Turkish
minority were acquitted on appeal in Patras. In June
1997 they had been sentenced to eight months’
imprisonment, suspended for three years, for
participatingin the Union of Turkish Teachers in
Western Thrace. The organization was declared illegal
because 1t had the word "Turkish” in its title. They were
charged with inciting mutual hatred between Christians
and Muslims in thearea by speakingabout "Turkish”
rather than "Muslim” teachers, and forurgingteachers
and pupils to boycott classes

Conscientious objectors

Provisions of the law on conscription continued to fall
short of international standards. For example, the
length of alternative civilian service remained punitive
and its application discriminatory. In September the
Parliamentary Committee in charge ofreviewingthe
Constitution made a proposal toamend the current
Constitution, whichstatesthat “lelvery Greekcapable
of bearing arms is obliged to contribute to the defence
of the Fatherland as provided by law”, and to introduce,
for the first time, full recognition of the right to
conscientious objection. Under existing legislation,
thosedeemednot to haveconscientious objector
status and to have refused to performmilitaryservice
can be sentenced toupto four years' imprisonment.
&3 InJune Nikos Karanikas, aconscientiousobjector
on philosophical and political grounds, was acquitted
by a Thessaloniki court following a successful appeal
against his conviction 1n October 1995 for
"insubordination in a period of general mobilization”.
Hehadbeensentenced tofouryears'imprisonment,

1n2

subsequently reduced on appeal to one year's
imprisonment, suspended for three years.

treatment
There were further allegations of ill-treatment by law
enforcement officials. Many reports involved beatings
by police officers at the time of arrest. There werealso
reports of ill-treatment of asylum-seekers during
forced deportation.

Despite repeated appeals, the authorities failed to
investigate adequately allegations of ill-treatment of
Roma by police or to bring thoseresponsible to justice.
Impunity for past human rights violations remained a
concern.

&3 In March the authorities confirmed that no
disciplinary measures were being taken against police
officers suspected of involvement in the shooting and
killing of Angelos Celal in Partheni in April 1998. An
appeal against this decision was lodged with the
Supreme Court, Little or no progress had beenmade in
the investigation initiated in Junei19g8into thekilling
and there were reports thatmembers of Angelos Celal’s
family had been repeatedly harassed by police officers
prior to his death

Al country visit
Al visited Greece in June to observe trals and carry out
research.




GUATEMALA

REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA

Head of state and government: Alfonso Portillo
(replaced Alvaro Arzii Irigoyen in January)

Capital: Guatemala City

Population: 11.2 million

Official language: Spamish

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights; Optional Protocol to the UN Children’s
Convention on the involvement of children in armed
conflict; Optional Protocol to the UN Women's
Convention; Inter-American Convention on Forced
Disappearance of Persons

Implementation of the 1996 Peace Accords
continued to be slow. The recommendations of two
recent human rights reports were not acted on and
impunity continued to prevail for most human rights
violations perpetrated during the civil conflict. Those
attempting to investigate and bring to justice the
perpetrators continued to face legal obstructions,
harassment, intimidation and an escalating level of
attacks, including several apparent
“disappearances” and extrajudicial executions.
Several demonstrators protesting oversocial and
economic issues were killed. Lynchings of criminal
suspectsincreased, allegedly provoked on occasion
by local leaders. The death penaity continued to be
imposed: two prisoners were executed by botched
lethal injections.

Background
In JanuaryAlfonso Portilio assumedthe presidency and
promised that the Peace Accords, which formally ended
Guatemala's civil confhct in1996, would become state
policy. He pledged to implement the recommendations
of the 1998 report of the Guatemalan church’'s
Recuperation of the Historical Memory (REMHI) project,
and of the UN-sponsored Historical Clarification
Commission (CEH) which reported in 1999. He stated
that shadowy “parallel” structures interfering with the
administration of justice would be dismantled and that
the murder of Bishop Juan josé Gerardi would be clarified
within six months. Bishop Gerard., the head of the
Archbishop’s Human Rights Office (ODHAG) and leader
of the REMHI project, was murdered in April 1998, just
twodays after the official presentation of REMHI's report
President Portillo failed to fulfil these promises, and
observers noted the increasing power of General Efrain
Rios Montt, former President, founder of President
Portillo’s political party, and now President of Congress.
General Rios Montt was Head of State and Commander
of the Armed Forces duringa period when the army
killed tens of thousands of indigenous peasants,
apparently assisted by unofficial security umits and by
civil patrols. These patrols had acted as auxiliaries to the
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military during theconflict and were officially disbanded
afterthe Accords, butwere allegedly operatingagain

The government did not implement the CEH's
recommendation to establish a program to exhume the
bodiesof thosekilledin the conflict. Similarly, littie
progress wasmade in establishing a witness protection
program. The government also failed to implement CEH
recommendations to establish special commissions to
assess the conduct of military officials during the
conflict, andto establish the fate of the "disappeared ",
including an estimated 444 children.

Itwasannouncedthat the Presidential Chiefs of Staff
Unit (EMP), frequently implicated in abuses including
Bishop Gerardi'smurder, was to be disbanded
However, EMP staff were to be "recycled” into other
government security bodies. A new unit announced in
September, mandated to prevent threats to internal
security and combat crime, was challenged by the
Constitutional Court as it hadbeencreated by decree
rather than Congressional vote, and would report to
the Minister of the Interior, rather than to Congress
The governmentrescinded the decree and proposed a
new unit of special military police to assist the civil
police. A similar unithadbeendisbandedfollowing the
Peace Accords.

In May, a database of 650.428 names, apparently
compiled by military intelligence during the 1980s, was
made public by a government official. Guatemalan
analysts believed thecodednumber againsteach name
contanedinformation on their fate.

Allegations of government incompetence and
corruption created repeated rumours of an impending
coup and heightened tensions. inApril protests inthe
capitaloverproposed public transport price rises
resulted in four deaths, including that of a prominent
journalist. The discovery that General Rios Montt and
members of his party hadaltereda liquor tax law after
passage by Congress sparked further demonstrations
laterin the year One demonstrator was killed

Efforts to combat impunity

Efforts to combat impunity in individual casesor with
respect tospecificpastmassacres made very slow
progress throughthe courts.

Depositions were finally taken in March 2000 from
two former special forces soldiers (kaibiles) who
testified inexchange for safe passage abroad regarding
the 1982 massacre at DosErres, El Peten, when the army
killed more than 350 indigenous villagers. Almost
immediately, thegovernmentannounced "friendly
settlements” with the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights in several cases, tncluding Dos Erres. The
settlements involved some compensation for the
survivors, and official recognition that government
forces hadbeenresponsible, but no prospect of legal
proceedings. Theywerenot accepted by all the families
concerned. The military objected to arrest orders
issued against a number of soldiers in connection with
the massacre, arguing that the pre-trial testimony of
the former kaibrles violated the presumption of
nnocenceand due process. By the end of 2000, the
soldiers had notbeenarrested
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In a new departure, in May the Centre for Legal
Action in Human Rights (CALDH) assisted survivors
from 10 massacres to file genocide chargesbefore the
Guatemalan courts against former Head of State
General Romeo Lucas Garcia (1978-1982) and several
officials from his administration. The CEH had
concluded that genocide had been committed against
indigenouspeoplesin four specificareas

A surt filed before the Spanish High Courtin
December 1999 by the RigobertaMenchu Foundation,
based on the conceptofuniversaljurisdiction, charged
anumber of former officials, iIncluding General Rios
Montt, with human rights crimes including genocide.
The suit was Joined by several individual victims,
survivors and non-governmental organizations. [n
December the High Courtruled that it did not currently
have jurisdiction to judge the crimes. The plaintiffs
immediately appealed against the decision; judgment
on their appeal was pending at the end of the year
&3 In August, two men with pettycriminal records
charged with the May 1999 kidnapping and murder of
businessman Edgar Ordontez Portawere acquitted The
court found that the Public Ministry had allowed an
unofficial "parallel” agency to carry out its own
“investigation” Proceedings were left open against
military officials charged by relatives with carrying out
and coveringup the murder

Bishop Gerardi's murder
Obstructions continued in the case of Bishop Gerardi,
who was murdered in 199B. In May, two members of the
ODHAG i gating teamreci ddeath threats after
the case judge, who has herselfreceived threats and
been followed, ruled that three high-ranking military
officers should stand trial for the murder, along with
the priest who sharedBishop Gerard:'s residence, and
their housekeeper By the end of 2000. nodate had
beensetforthe trial. Earlier, severalothersinvolved in
the case were forced tofleethe country after threats
InOctober, a long-promised report on the case was
made public by President Portillo, but provided no new
information

Attacks on human rights defenders

Human rights defenders and journalists were subjected
to an escalating wave of abuses. Victims included
members of the Guatemalan Forensic Anthropology
Association, active inexhuming mass graves; the
Students Association of the state University of San
Carlos; members of a shanty-town dwellers’
association; indigenous and women's rights activists;
staff and directors of the newsagency CERIGUA which
regularly covers human rights issues; staff of human
rightsorganizations including the Rigoberta Menchu
Foundation; and officials of the Human Rights
Procurator’s Office

& Inone typical incident in August, Celso Balan, a
CALDH worker, wasdetained, robbed, drugged andleft
unconscious in Chimaltenango by twomen. They
appeared to be paramilitariesactingunder the orders
of those responsible for the 1982 army massacre in
Chipastor, San Martin Jilotepeque, Chimaltenango,
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currently under investigation by CALDH. Celso Balan
required treatment for neurological, physical,
psychological and emotional damage

In September, heavily armed men raided offices
shared by two human rights groups: Families of the
Detained and "Disappeared” of Guatemala, FAMDEGUA,
and HIJOS, children of the "disappeared” who want
therr parents’ fate clarified. The armed men forced their
victims to the floor, held pistols to their heads, and
threatenedto kill them. Male victims were forced to
strip. Office equipment and case records, including
some concerning Dos Erres, were stolen.

‘Disappeared’ children and illegal adoptions
In August an ODHAG study reported that it had located
eight children out of 86 "disappeared” children’s cases
it had investigated. It stated that Guatemala's lucrative
trade inillegal adoptions beganduring the conflict,
when military or paramilitary families took in children
foundwanderingafter massacres

People who tried to investigate illegal adoptions
facedthreats and intimidation Staffof a human rights
and economic migrantsorganizationon the
Guatemalan-Mexican border were threatened,
apparently because they provided information
regarding illegal transfers of children across the border
to the UN Special Rapporteur on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography

University professor Mayra Angelina Gutiérrez,

mussing since April, wasreportedly targeted because she
submitted informationaboutillegal adoptions to the
Special Rapporteur Her name was foundon the military
database released in May, supportingthe hypothesis
that her "disappearance” was politically motivated

Women and sexual minorities
In October, Guatemalan women'srights activists
reported the failure to implement Peace Accord
provisions regarding women to the UN Security
Council

i InJune and July, two transvestite sex workerswere
killed in Guatemala City. Guatemalan gay groups have
alleged the existence of an orchestrated program of
“social cleansing" carried out with police acquiescence,
support, and possible direct involvement.

Death penalty

Concern over crime rates contributed to widespread
support for the judicial death penalty. By the end of
2000 about 40 people were under sentence of death. In
May Congress annulled legislation providing for
executive clemency, a rightrecognized under
international law. However, PresidentPortillo
considered clemency appealsalready filed, and in May
granted clemency to a mentally disturbed indigenous
man, deemed fit to stand trial after psychological
testing carried out in Spanish, which he did not speak,
and then convicted at a trial also held in Spanish. In
November, the Constitutional Court revoked five death
sentenceson the grounds that according to the
Guatemalan Constitution, international law prevailed
over national law inhumanrightsmatters
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&3 TomdsCerrateHernandezand Luis Amilcar Cetino
Pérez were convicted in 1998 of the kidnapping and
murder of a wealthy woman. They were executed by
lethal injection in June 2000, and the executions were
televised. Tomas Cerrate Hernandez took seven
minutes to die and Luis Amilcar Cetino Pérez eight to
nine minutes, af ter the machine malfunctioned.

3 In January, fivelawyers who appealed against
death sentences passed on alleged kidnappersreceived
death threats, apparently from death penalty
supporters. Fearful for their lives, the lawyers resigned

Al country reports and visits

Reports

« Guatemala: Women's rights defender missing — Mayra
Angelina Gutiérrez (Al Index: AMR 34/016,/2000)

« Guatemala: Breaking the wall of impunity—
Prosecution for crimes aganst humanity (Al Index:
AMR 34,/020/2000)

« Guatemala’ Furtherexecutionsloom (Al Index:

AMR 34/022/2000)

« Guatemala: HIJOS - Justiceforthe new generation (Al
Index: AMR 34/042/2000)

Visits

An Al research delegation visited Guatemala in April and

Mayand helped make public the CALDH genocide suit.

Al's Guatemala Trial Observers Project monitored

proceedings related to the killing of Edgar Ord6nez

Porta and the1982 massacresat Dos Erres and Tululché,

El Quiché.

GUINEA

REPUBLIC OF GUINEA

Head ofstate: Lansanna Conté

Head of government: Lamine Sidimé

Capital: Conakry

Population: 7.4 million

Official language: French

Death penalty:retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court; African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare ofthe Child

Therewere reports of human rights abuses in border
areas, in the context of cross-border incursions by
armed groups from neighbouring countries. Several
prisonersof conscience, including prominent
opposition leader Alpha Condé, were sentenced to
prison terms after an unfair trial by the State Security
Court. Torture of detainees to extract confessions or
intimidate suspects continued to be reported on a
regular basis.
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Background

Armed clashes between the security forces and armed
groupsfromneighbouring countries intensified from
September onwards in the southern border areas. The
Guinean authorities accused the Sierra Leonean
opposition force, the Revolutionary United Front
(RUF), and the Liberian authorities of backing the cross-
border attackers, who included Guinean army
deserters Liberia accused Guinea of harbouring
dissidents who had been fightinggovernment troops in
northern Liberiasinceearly July.(SeeLiberiaentry.)

The fightingforced thousands of people to flee from
thearea. In December, the heads of state of the
Economic Community of West AfricanStates (ECOWAS),
meeting in Mali, decided to send an intervention force
to police the borders of Guinea, The ECOWAS summit
also recommended an “urgent meeting” between the
leaders of the threecountries (Guinea, Liberiaand
Sierra Leone) under the auspicesof ECOWAS and the
Organization of African Unity (OAU).

Municipal elections were held in june, but were
marred by violence and allegations of vote-rigging
Official sources confirmed that five people were killed
and others wounded when they protested against
delaysin announcing the elections results. The
elections were won by the ruling Partidel'unitéerdu
progreés, Party of Unity and Progress. The opposition
alleged that the results were invalid. Parliamentary
elections originally scheduled for June 1999 were
postponed and had not been held by the end of 2000.

Prisoners of conscience

In April Alpha Condé, president of the Rassemblement
dupeuplede Guinée (RPG), Guinean People's Rally, and
470thers weretriedon chargesof threatening the
security of thestate. Their trial before the State
Security Court did not meet international standards for
fair trial. In September Alpha Condé was sentenced to
fiveyears' imprisonment and (o other defendants were
given sentences ranging from a suspended one-year
prison term to three years’ imprisonment. Four others
were convicted inabsentia.

Al sent an observer to the early hearings of this trial,
whichlastedfromApril to September. Al concluded
that all those convicted who were still in detention
were prisoners of conscience, held solely because of
their political affiliations, without any evidence of
involvement in or advocacy of violence. Al was
particularly concerned by the fact that the defendants
were detained incommunicado for months and that
most of them weretorturedin order to extract
confessions. Theseconfessions were accepted by the
Court, despite evidence of torture. The right to a fair
hearing was not respected during the investigation
phase. l.awyersdid nothaveaccessto their clients’ files
until five daysbefore the trial started, and during the
trial one defence lawyer was sub jected toserious
intimidation by the Minister of Justice.

TheState Security Court, aspecial court, was
composed of magistrates appointed directly by the
President, eventhough Alpha Condé was a leading
opposition figure and a former presidential candidate.
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Furthermore, contrary to international standards, the
verdict of thisspecialcourtwasnotopento appeal. The
only possibleappeal, the pourvoren cassation(appeal
on points of law), prohibited any re-examination of the
facts. Al called, therefore, not only for the immediate
and unconditional release of the prisoners of
conscience, butalso for the abolition of the State
Security Courtif its procedures were not brought inline
withinternational standards for fair trial

Torture of detaineesto extract confessions or intimidate
suspects continued to be reported on a regular basis. The
majority of thosetried with Alpha Condé weresubjected
toill-treatment or torture at the ime of their arrest in
1999, to extract confessions or to make them sign
statements incriminating the RPG leader. Duringa fact-
findingmission in April 2000, Al delegates collected
testimony from a number of them. Theydescribed
torture techmiques used by the security forces, including
blows all over the body; slaps, punches and kicks;
suffocation under water at sea; starvation; and death
threats. The victims stated that people close to the
Presidency were present when they were tortured.

There werealso reports of arbitrary arrests followed
by torture andill-treatment, and of women accused of
supporting the opposition beingsubjected to sexual
violence while in detentionin 1998.

Death in custody

At least one person died in custody as a result of
torture.

3 Sergeant Guey Keitadied during the night of 15
January, after reportedly having beenstarvedfor eight
days. The evening before his death, he wastorturedin
an attempt to make him admit that he had received
money from Alpha Condé.

Reprisal attacks against refugees.
In September, following incursions by armed groups
from Liberia and Sierra Leone, the President of Guinea
called on the security forces to search everywhere so
that suspects could be arrested. Heurged the
international community to “rid” Guinea of its
thousands of refugees from these two countriesand
called on Guinean "civilans andmembers of the armed
forces” to "crush the invaders”. After this statement,
several hundred refugees from Sierra Leone and Liberia
werearbitrarily arrested in Conakry. Al publicly
appealed to the government to protect the
fundamental rights of refugees

In mid-September, followingan attack on Macenta, a
townon theborder with Liberia, MensahKpognon, a
member of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), waskilled. Laurence Djeya, another member
of UNHCR, was abducted. She managed to escape and
reached Cote d'lvoire a fortnight later

Al country report and visits

Report

* Guinea The Alpha Condé affair — A mockery of atnal
{Al Index: AFR 29/002/2000F)
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Visits
Al delegates visited Guinea in April to conduct research
and to hold talks with the government. It was not
possible for any government officiai to meet the
delegation.

Al sent anobserverto the trial of Alpha Condé and 47
others before the State Secunty Court n April.

GUINEA-BISSAU

REPUBLIC OF GUINEA-BISSAU

Head of state: Kumba lald

Head of government: Caetano N'Tchama

Capital: Bissau

Population: 1.2 million

Official language: Portuguese

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its two
Optional Protocols; UN Convention against Racism; UN
Convention against Torture; Optional Protocol tothe UN
Children's Conventiononthe involvement of children in
armed conflict; Optional Protocol to the UN Women's
Convention; Rome Statute of the Internationai Criminal
Court

Following elections in November 1999 a coalition
government was appointed which announced its
commitment to human rights protection and to
ending impunity. Security officers were convicted of
human rightsviolations committed during the armed
conflictof 1998-1999 and sentenced to prison terms.
Political prisoners were released, some pending trial.
Seven political leaders and about 200 soldiers were
arrested following an army rebellion. There were
reports of human rights abuses by soldiers. The
mandate of the UN Peace-building Support Office in
Guinea-8issau (UNOGBIS) was extended for one
year.

Background

Kumba lala, president of the Partido da Renovagdo
Social(PRS), Social Renewal Party, won the second
round of presidential elections in January, and n
February he was sworn in as President. Caetano
N'Tchamaof the PRS became Prime Minister and
formed a coalition government with the second largest
party, the Resisténciada Guine-Bissau-Movimento
Bafata (RGB-MB), Guinea-Bissau Resistance-Bafata
Movement. The new government stated that its
priorities were to promote reconciliation following the
1998-1999 civil war, to strengthen democracy, the rule
of law, good governance and respect for human rights,
and to combat corruption and poverty. It also
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announced plans to depoliticize the armed forces and
todemobilize 6,000 soldiers by the end of 2001. The
salary of soldiers was increased but about 50 soldiers
arrested at the end of 1999 in connectionwith a strike
over salartes remained in prison without charge

Therewas tension between civil and military
authortties and the government was increasingly
confronted with indiscipline by senior military officers
Efforts were under way to redefine the role of the
military in the new democratic Guinea-Bissau
Negotiations between the new government and the
former Junta Militar. Military Junta, were led bya group
of mediators from civil society, with assistance from the
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General in
Guinea-Bissau. [n February, the leader of the former
Military Junta, General Ansumane Mané, turned down
President Kumba lala’s offer of the post of special
defenceadviser to the government, stating that the
army had pledgedpolitical neutrality. However, the
military continued to maintain a high public profile and
to perform police functions, as police were constrained
by lack of resources and appropriate training. Tension
increased in April when Lamine Sanha, the navy
commander, was dismissed but refused to leave his
post, arguing that he was accountable only to General
Ansumane Mané. The case wasresolved after
negotiations involving the goodwill commission of
religious and community leaders set up during the
conflict. Tension was further heightened in November
after General Ansumane Manerejected the
government's promotion of army officers. Fighting
briefly eruptedin Bissau between armyfactionsloyal to
the government and supporters of General Ansumane
Mane, who proclaimed himself chief of staff of the
armed forces after placing the then chief of staff under
arrest.

After afewdays at large, General Ansumane Mane
was captured and killed, reportedly in a shoot-out with
soldiers loyal to the government, in Quinhamel, some
30 kilometres north of Bissau. Some reports, however,
suggested that he had been captured alive, tortured
and then shot. By the end of 2000 no investigation into
hisdeathhad beencarried out.

At least 200 soldiers who supported General
Ansumane Mané were arrestedand accused of
attempting tooverthrow the government. None had
been tried or formally charged by the end of 2000

In March the mandate of UNOGBIS, which had helped
with the transition process, was extended for another
year. UNOGBIS monitored prison conditions and
releases of political prisoners. It provided support to
the Supreme Court by training a further 20 magistrates,
including in human rights issues

In August the International Committee of the Red
Crossran a seminar on humanitarian law which was
attendedby 370soldiers and officers. The Liga
Guineense de Direitos Humanos(LGDH), Guinean
(Bissau) Human RightsLeague, held several seminars on
humanrrights forsopolice officers and judicial officials.

Relations between Senegal and Guinea-Bissau were
strained. In April Guinea-Bissau accused Senegal of
bombing its territory while it denied accusations that

Amnesty International Report 2001

Gul

1ts territory was being used by rebels of the Mouvement
des forces démocratiques de Casamance (MFDC),
Democratic Forces of Casamance Movement, to attack
Senegal. Relations deteriorated in August when,
following attacks by armed groups, Senegalese villagers
closed the border between the countries, causing
shortages of food and fuel in Guinea-Bissau

Steps to end impunity

The new government repeatedly stated its commitment
toovercome impunity and important steps weretaken
tothatend

3 InAugust, three security of ficers were tried on
charges of human rights violations committed during
the armed conflict, including arbitrary arrest, torture
and extrajudicial executions. They were convicted and
sentenced to prison terms ranglngfrom seventois
yearsand ordered to paylarge sums in compensation
to the victims and their families. One was convicted of
killing Lar Antonio LopesPereira, who was shot dead at
his home in July 1998, and of the arbitrary arrest and
torture of Bitchofola Na Fafé and Ansumane Fati. He
wassentencedto isyears’' imprisonmentand ordered
to compensate the victims and their families

Human rights defenders

In May, Inacio Tavares, president of the LGDH, was
threatened with reprisals-after denouncing the beating
by soldiers of electricity company workers following a
power cut ata military air base. General Ansumane
Mané reportedly ordered the arrest of a radio
journalist who reported the beatings, alleging that the
story was false. In another incident in May, television
newsreader Issufe Quetaand news editor Paula Melo
weredetainedfor 48 hoursafterreadingapress
statement by Fernando Gomes, president of the Alianca
Socialista Guineense (ASG), Socialist Alliance of Guinea
(Bissau), who was himselfdetainedfor 36 hours. He had
criticized the political situation in the country. The
three were released on bail and faced charges of
slander and defamation. They had not been tried by the
endof2000.Fernando Gomes was arrested againin
Novemberand detainedforovera week, accused of
supporting the military rebellion. He was severely
beaten at the time of the arrest

Arrests of political opponents

Several leading members of opposition political
parties were arrested in the wake of themilitary
rebellion. Among them were several members of the
Unido para Mudanga (UM), Union for Change, including
Aminé Saad, formerProcurator General, Caramba
Turé, amember of parliament, who was held for two
days, and Agnelo Regalla, the director of Bombolon
Radio. Also arrested were Fernando Gomes (see
above) and Francisco Benante, president of the
Partido Africano para a IndependénciadaGuiné e
Cabo Verde (PAIGC), African Party for the
Independence of Guinea (Bissau). Thosearrestedwere
heldforover aweekat the main police station and
placed under housearrestwhere they remained,
uncharged, at the end of 2000
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Abuses by soldiers

Soldiers continued to abuse their power and to iil-treat
avilians None was brought to justice. Most of the
incidents involved General Ansumane Mané's
bodyguards

& In May, bodyguards of General Ansumane Mane
detained and beat humanrightsactivist Marcelino
Victor He had gone to the General's house to get his
nieceand twoother girls whohadbeendetained there
for several hours after they dumped rubbish outside
the house. He was detained there overnight and
beaten. He complained to the authorities but no action
was taken

Political trials
Most of the 270 people still in detention at the
beginning of 2000 In connection with crimes
commutted during the conflict werereleased, some
pending trial. Others had the charges against them
dropped. Sevenwere in prison at theend of the year,
three serving sentences (see above) and four awaiting
tnal

I AvitodaSilvaand Manuel dos Santos "Manecas”, two
civilian former ministers in the government of ousted
President Joao Bernardo Vierra, were acquitted in
February of charges of treason, giving financial
support to the former President, incitement to war and
collaboration with foreign troops. The prosecution failed
to presentevidence to sustan the charges. Their acquittal
led to the dismissal of the Attorney General in March

GUYANA

REPUBLIC OF GUYANA

Head of state: BharratJagdeo

Head of government: Samuel Hinds

Capital: Georgetown

Population: 0.8 million

Official language: English

Deathpenalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court

Therewere reports of torture and ill-treatment by the
police, and of police shootings in disputed
circumstances. Therewere 23 people under sentence
of death at the end of 2000. Prison conditions
amounted to cruel,inhuman and degrading
treatment.

Background

The Constitution Reform Committee, aparliamentary
body, received proposalsfor the amendment of the
1985 Constitution. The Guyana DefenceForce proposed
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that the Constitution should outline the criteria for the
deployment of troops in maintaining law and order

There were reports of torture and ill-treatment,
including sexual assault, by the police. Victims included
criminal suspectsand their relatives. individuals were
arrested and detained arbitrarily, and were held in
ncommunicado detention by the police in conditions
falling well below international standards.

In January, the Guyana Police Force reported that 40
officers had been disciplined or charged with a criminal
offence as aresult of complaints made during 1999. A
furtheriswere charged in June following complaints
made in 2000.

InSeptember Mohammed Shafeek, aged 47, died in
Brickdam police lock-up Anautopsy reportedly
revealed multiple injuries, including fractures, cuts and
bruises. Police failed to inform his family of his death
Initial police reportsstating that he had been killed by
fellow inmates conflicted with eyewitness reports
which maintained that he had been injured by the
police and was subsequently denied med:cal attention

Police shootings
Therewereseveral police shootings in disputed
circumstances, some of which appeared to be possible
extrajudicial executions. Inquests had still not
reportedly taken place into many killings by police,
including the cases of Bonitus Winter and Shawn Nedd.

1 On7January, Dexter Randolph was fatally shot by
police officers inTiger Bay in disputed circumstances
Eyewitnesses alleged that he was dragged fromunder a
police vehicle and shot. The police asserted that he was
armed

On 14 April, an inquest jury concluded that no one

couldbe held criminally responsible for the death of
Victor Bourne, who was fatally shot by police in June
1998 at his home in Rasville. Al called for the findings of
the inquest to be published in full

Death penalty

Twenty-three people wereunder sentence of death at
the end of 2000, including two women. Death
sentences continued to be handed down, and some
defendants in death penalty cases did not have
adequate legal representation.

The executions of Ravindra Deo, Oral Hendricks,
Ganga Deolall and Lawrence Chan were scheduled
for7and 8February2000. All four men were granted
stays of execution, to allow the courts to consider
further legal applications
€3 LawyersactingforAbdool Saleem Yasseen and Noel
Thomas, twodeathrow prisoners, argued that the Court
of Appeal had shownbias, since itsthreejudgeshad
publicly stated their support for capital punishment in
comments on their cases. The outcome of thetwomen's
appeals were still pending at the end of 2000.

Prison conditions
There were reports of ill-treatment in prisonand of
conditions which amounted to cruel, inhuman or
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degrading treatment. Severe overcrowding, aggravated
by long delays in the judicial system, contributed to
outbreaks of infectious diseases including tuberculosis
Children continued to be held alongside adult
prisoners, and human rights organizations were denied
accessto prisoners.

international organizations

InMarch Al attended ahearing on Guyana of the UN
HumanRights Committee inNew York, USA, andin April
Alurgedthegovernmentto implement in full the
Committee’s recommendations, in particular those
concerning the use of excessiveforce by law
enforcement officials, the obligation totreatthose
deprived of their liberty with humanity and the need to
stop detaining children with adults.

Guyanafailed to comply withiits international
reporting obligations under the UN Convention against
Torture.

In April the inter-American Commission on Human
Rights (IACHR) wrote to the government regarding the
"disappearance” of FranzBritton, whohasnot been
seen since he was detained in police custody in January
1999. The government failed to respond.

Following a hearing in October on the situation in
Guyana by the IACHR in Washington, USA, the IACHR
agreed tosend a delegation to investigate human rights
abuses.

Al visit

In February Al delegatesvisited Guyana to conduct
research, and met government officials including the
Minister for Home Affairs and the Ministerfor Foreign
Affarrs.
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HAITI

Head of state: René Préval

Head of government: Jacques Edouard Alexis
Capital: Port-au-Prince

Population: 8.2 million

Official languages: French, Creole

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

The human rights situation deteriorated sharply,
despite some positivestepstowards accounting for
past human rights violations. The electoral period
was marred by assassinations of public figures and
byviolent attacks bypolitical partisans, most often
self described supporters of the Fanmi Lavalas(FL)
party. lliegal security forces actingunder the
auspices of newly-elected local and regional officials
emerged. Haiti also became more isolated from the
international c ity, with the UN ing
itsintention to end its field mission there.

Background

In January 1999, President René Préval failed toextend
the mandates of Haitian parliamentarians. The terms of
local officials expired aswell, withthe result thatuntil
thethird quarter of 2000 there were practically no
sitting officials in Haiti, and the president ruled by
decree. Local and legislative elections wereeventually
held in May 2000, with a reported 29,000candidates
running for7,sooposts. Turnout, estimated at 6o per
cent, was the highestsince 199o0. The vote was declared
generally peaceful by observers, with consensus that FL
candidates hadwonthe majority of contests.

However, dissension arose over the method used by
electoral officials to determine whether a second round
was necessary. International and some national
observersdeclared the method used at the centrat level
totally votesand to determine whether run-offs were
necessary in any givenrace to be fraudulent and biased
n favour of FL candidates. Leon Manus, head of the
Provisional Electoral Council, eventually fled the
country for the USA, wherehe denounced President
Préval for pressurizing him to tabulate results in favour
of the FLparty. The Organization of American States
pulled out its election observers before the second
round in July in protest. Amodified Electoral Council
oversaw the November presidentialelections, despite
some domesticcriticismand lack of international
support. The international community declined to
support or monitor the presidential race and
suspended much-needed aid.

Following awave of pre-electionviolence,
including anonymous bomb and grenade attacks that
killed two children and wounded a reported 16
people, turnoutwas lower than for earlier contests
However, former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide
was elected overwhelmingly. His inauguration was set
for February zoo.
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The UN field mission, Mission Civile Internationale
d Appuien Hait1(MICAH), began work on 15 March. its
human rights advisers, already reduced in number from
the previous level, were not deployed for several
months owng to funding constraints. In November, UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan announced that the
mission, which had been present in vartous forms since
1993, would not be renewed the followingyear, stating
that the UN contribution would be reducedto technical
aid only. Al believed that this was due to funding or
other constraints, rather than to consideration of the
needs of the situation in Haiti. Al expressed great
concern at the discontinuation of a human rights
monitoring presence in the field when the human rights
situation in Haiti was more serious than at any time
since the 1994 return to democracy

Violence in the electoral context

A number of electoral candidates, party members and
therr relatives were killed duringzoo0, mostby
unidentified assailants. Others went into hiding out of
fears for their safety. Twochildrenwerekilled in
grenade andother explosions in the run-up to the
presidential elections; no one claimed responsibility for
these attacks. In addition, numerousarsonattacks were
carried out against electoral and party offices. Violence
byself-described political partisans continued
throughout the year. Sometimes the police failed to
intervene and on a few occasions appeared to collude in
the violence. Insome instances the police were attacked
when they intervened to stop violent demonstrators

‘= JeanDominique, a prominent radio journalist and
advocate of human rights principles, was shot dead by
unknown assailants outside his radio station, Radio
Haiti inter, on 3April. The station guard, Jean Claude
Louissaint, was alsokilled. A march of several hundred
people calling for those responsible to be brought to
Justice wasdisrupted by self-described FL supporters,
as was his funeral. They subsequently burned down the
headquarters of an opposition party and threatened to
attack the premises of a private radio station known to
broadcast opinions critical of their party. That station
subsequently stopped broadcasting temporarily
because of security concerns and Radro Hariti inter
suspended broadcasts for one month after Jean
Dominique’s death Investigations were continuing at
the end of 2000, aithough one senator refused to
comply withajudicial summons totestify, claiming
parliamentary immunity

Emergence of illegal security forces

Some of the local and regional officials elected inMay
and subsequent run-offelectionsestablished illegal
security forces, which were responsible for a significant
number of human rights violations. There is no legal
basis or mechanism of control for these forces, and
their members are generally supporters of the FL party
to which most elected officials belong. In some
instances officials claimed they were creating the
forces to combat crime and bolster the Haitian National
Police, which they accused of being ineffective; in
others, therr motivation was overtly political
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On 2November, three participants and two
passers-by were wounded by gunfire when a meeting
of the opposition coalition Convergence
Démocratique, and the grassroots organization
Mouvman Peyizan de Papaye, in the town of Hinche
wasattacked by supporters of two local FL-affiliated
mayors. The same evening, the house of the regional
coordinator of the political party Espacede
Concertationwas set alight by armed attackers who
forced their way in and stole radio equipment before
setting fire to the building. The mayors themselves
werereportedly presentand active in some of these
incidents. Members of the same group had reportedly
closed alocal courtandthreatened several judges
whom they accused of belonging to opposing political
parties. Al raised theincident with the Minister of
Justice and Public Security, the President of the Senate
and other high-ranking officials, all of whom
expressed concern. The Prime Minister condemned
the violence and pledged to dismantle such illegal
forces

The Haitian National Police

Therewereseveral reports of unlawful killings by
police. Most of the victims were criminal suspects
Reportsofill-treatment of juvenile suspects following
arrestwere frequent

©3 A group of 25 children and adult men, illegally and
arbitrarily detained in Petionville in mid-September by
unofficial agents of the mayor's office, were reportedly
beaten when they were seized. They were then handed
over tothe local police lockup, where they were held in
suchovercrowded conditions that several had tobe
hospitalized. Whentheyprotested against these
conditions, they were reportedly beaten by police
officers before eventually being transferred to the
National Penitentiary

The police were repeatedly accused of inaction in the
face of politically motivated violence, and at times of
complicity with partisans. in one Octoberincident in
whichpolice tried to intervene duringa political
demonstration, amunicipal police commissioner in
Port-au-Prince attempted to disarm a well-known FL
activist. The police commissioner and three
accompanyingpolice officers narrowly escaped
lynching. Shortly thereafter, five police commissioners
fled the country, fearing for theirsafety in the light of
rumours, apparently unfounded, that they had been
involved ina coup plot

Arural police presence was under discussion to
supplement the functioning of the Haiman National
Policein the countryside. Human rightsactivists were
concerned that its independence and impartiality
should be guaranteed in light of the repressive tactics
of the rural security system under previous
governments, especially given the emergence of illegal
and partisan security forces acting in conjunction with
local officials.

In late April, the head of the internal affairs division
responsible for investigating violations by police was
removed; a permanent replacement had notbeen
named by the end of 2000.




Overcoming impunity

Some ssteps were taken to bring to justice those
responsible for human rights violations.

3 The May 1999 extrajudicial execution of i people
in Carrefour-Feuilles was the most serious human rights
violation committed by members of the Haitian
National Policesince its inception in 1994. Several
arrests were made and for the first time, police officers
were brought to trial for human rights violations. Six of
those arrested were released for lack of evidence
before the trial began. Four police officers, including
police commissionerColesRameau, were convicted
and sentenced to the minimum penalty of three years'
imprisonment and fined. Twoottiers were acquitted.
3 InOctober the trial began of those accused of
participating in the 24 April i994 Raboteau massacre.
Raboteau, a heavily populated coastal neighbourhood
outside the town of Gonaives, was targeted for
repression under the de factomilitary government
because of its activist past and its residents’ allegiance
toousted president Jean-Bertrand Aristide. Sixteen
defendants wereconvicted and six acquitted. Among 37
others tried in their absence were former military ruler
Raoul Cedras, former police chief Michel Frangois,
former paramilitary leader Emmanuel "Toto" Constant
and former military leader Philippe Biamby.

Judicial concerns

Thejudiciary continued to be largely dysfunctional
Lack of progress in investigating and trying suspects
contributed tosevere prison overcrowding, with an
estimated 8o per cent of detainees awaiting trial. In
February Claude Raymond, a notorious supporter of the
former government of Jean-Claude Duvalier, died in
hospital after spending six years in prison without trial.
Numerousjudicial ordersforhisreleasehad been
ignored.

The Ministry of Justice and Public Security, with input
from humanrights and other groups, developed seven
draftbills on crucialissues such as judicial reform,
independence of the judiciary and the administration
of justice.

Al country report and visits

Report

* Haiti: Unfinished business — justice and liberties at risk
(Al Index: AMR36/001/2000)

Visits

In May Al met contacts in the Haitian diaspora

community in Miami, USA. In October and November Al

delegates visited Haiti and met government officials,

otherauthorities and members of different sectors ofcivil

society.
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HONDURAS

REPUBLIC OF HONDURAS

Head of state and government:CarlosFlores Facussé
Capital: Tegucigal pa

Population: 6.5 million

Official language: Spanish

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

Indigenous peoples staged renewed demonstrations
to promote long-standing demands for land, justice
and improved services, but despite an agreement
5|gned with authorities, most of the issues of concern

d Ived. The N | Police employed
excessiveforce agamst demonstrators. Human rights
defenders were again subjected to attacks and
threats. Children werevictims of grave human rights
violations. Despite an important Supreme Court
ruling, impunity was still prevalentin cases of past
human rightsviolations.

Background

Among measures taken to deal with areportedrise in
crime wasa decision to allow the army tojoin the police
force in law enforcement. The police forcetself was
oftenaccused of involvement in criminal activities
from drug-related offences toabuseof authority. A
process to purge the force took place during 2000.

The government reduced the budget of the Office of
the National Commissioner for the Protection of
Human Rights. At least five regional offices had to be
closed and staff were reduced in others. This followed
an ultimately unsuccessful attemptin 1999 to amend
the law regulating the Office, which would have
reduced its scope for action and the period in office of
the current Commissioner. The Office has played a
crucial role in the protectionof human rights and in
exposing corruptionsince Its inception N 1992.

In November the government finally provided
compensation to families of victims of human rights
violations in the 1980s. Relatives of 17 "disappeared”
people, out of 184 officially acknowledged, received
financial compensation following proceedings before
the Inter- American Commission on Human Rights.
Some of the beneficiaries, however, stated that this
action did not absolve the state fromits responsibility
to properly investigate the violations and bring those
responsible tojustice.

Indigenous groups

Indigenous groups organized further demonstrations
calling on the authorities to tackle the impunity
surrounding the murders of indigenous leaders, tofind
solutionsto land disputesand to improve health and
educationservices. In September theyorganized a
hunger strike to protestagainst the dismissal of
Gilberto Sanchez Chandias, Special Prosecutor for
Ethnic Affairs in the Public Ministry. His dismissal
raised concern that the representation of indigenous

121




HON

peopleatanofficial level would be diminished. On
6 September both sides came to anagreement in which
the authorities made a number of commitments,
including thedefenceof the interests of indigenous
groups, the creation of a Special Programme of
[nvestigation into thekillings of indigenous leaders and
others, and the formation of acommission to guarantee
the follow-up of previous agreements. However, by the
end of 2000, there had been little, if any, progress.

There were further death threats, harassment and
intimidation of indigenous leaders. [n March, three
leaders of the Coordinating Body of Popular
Organizations of Aguan (COPA) received death threats,
allegedly from armed groups with links to the
authorities. One of them had been shot at three times in
Apriland Septemberi9ggand his house wasseton fire.
COPA works to promote the rights of peasant farmers,
environmental protection and participationin
elections

In June Salvador Zuniga and Berta Caceres were
harassed and intimidated, reportedly because of their
work with the Civil Council of Popular and Indigenous
Organizations (COPIN) indefence of indigenous people.
Their house was broken into twice, and they were
subjected to intimidatory surveillance. They opposed
the building of the El Tigre dam, which would displace
indigenous people and flood their ancestral lands.
Update
In October 1999, 45 members of differentindigenous
groupswereinjuredindemonstrations. On 12 October
2000, the victims finally received compensation from
the state. Among the beneficiaries was 6i-year-old
Domingo Gémez, aLenca peasant, who lost his right eye
asaresult ofawound froma bullet fired by the police.

Human rights defenders

Human rights defenders continued their efforts to
protect human rights despite attacks and threats
against them.

&3 Julio César Pineda Alvarado, an outspoken
journalist and human rights defender, received
anonymous threatening calls at his home. In April he
was shot at outside his house. His wife and two children
were with him when two men got out of a car and,
without speaking, one of them put a gun to his head and
shot. He was wounded but the fact that he was wearing
his motorbike helmet saved his life. [n May his wife was
approached and threatened by two men on a bus. An
investigation into the shooting was initiated only after
pressure from the National Commissioner for the
Protectionof Human Rights, but moved extremely
slowly and by the end of 2000 hadreportedno findings.
Al called on the authorities to investigate the threats, to
bring those responsible to justice and to guarantee
Julio Pineda’s safety.

Children

In January, 17-year-old Edy Nahum Donaire Ortega was
killed bya police officer He had been detained for
alleged theft and held in the police station in San Juan
Antonio de la Cuesta, municipality of San Jerénimo,
department of Comayagua This wasin violation of the
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law which prohibits the detention of minors in adult
detention centressuchas policestations. He escaped
on his way back from being taken before a local judge.
An officer of the National Preventative Police fired
what he claimed to have been a "warningshot” into the
air, but the bullet severed an artery in Edy Nahum
Donaire Ortega's leg and he died from loss of blood. The
officer was arrested on a charge of murder.

Also in January Francisco Javier Espinoza, a 17-year-
old street child, died in custody after the police failed to
provide medical attention following a severe beating by
abus driver and conductor in Tegucigalpa. They
suspected Francisco Javier Espinoza had stolen some
earrings froma passenger and beat him over the head
with a metal tube. Police officers took him into custody
but he died after receiving no medical attention for
eight hours, despite profusebleeding.

Update

[n the case of Alexander Obando Reyes, shot dead by a
policeofficerinApril 1999, awarrant wasissued in
October for the arrest of the police officer suspected of
being responsible.

The National Police

The police force was responsible for human rights
violations. In March, around 100 people whose houses
had been destroyed by natural disasters staged a
demonstration against an order to evict them froma
housing project. At least 1o demonstrators wereinjured
when they were violently ejected by the police, Others,
including children, were overwhelmed by tear gas.

The Special Human Rights Prosecutor in the Attorney
General's Office reported allegations against the police
forhumanrights violations including torture, unlawful
arrest, abuse of authority and murders. The Office
stated that it had initiated court proceedings against
police officers.

Amnesty decrees declared unconstitutional

[n June the Supreme Court of Justice issued a judgment
declaring two amnesty decrees unconstitutional. The
appeal against the amnesty decrees had been filed by
the Attorney General's Office in January 1999. They
related to the case of six university students — three
women and three men —who were arrested without
warrant in 1982 by armed men in civilian clothes. The
students were taken to a police station and then on to
anunidentified location where they “disappeared” for
four days during which time they were tortured. Four of
the students were released on the fourth day, and two
were charged, but the case was thrown out by the court
after 18 months. The Supreme Court's decision ordered
the case against those responsible for the
"disappearance” and torture to be returned to the First
Criminal Court for further proceedings but no progress
had been made by the end of 2000.

[n July the Attorney General's Office requested
clarification, as it considered that the decision should
be applicable toall military personnel suspected of
humanrights violations in the 1980s, especially
184 "disappearance” cases, and not just one specific
case.
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In 1995, 10 military officers were charged with
attempted murder and illegal detention. Theaccused
argued thatamnesty decrees 199/87 and 87/q1, which
granted “full, unconditional amnesty”, protected them.
When arrest warrants were issued against them, the
officers went “underground” and some were still in
hiding at the end of 2000.

Al country report
 Honduras: Human rights violations against chitdren
(update) (Al Index: AMR 37/002/2000)

HUNGARY

REPUBLIC OF HUNGARY

Head of state: Ferenc Madl (replaced Arpad Goncz in
August)

Head of government: Viktor Orban

Capital: Budapest

Population: 10.1 million

Official language: Hungarian

Death penalty:abolitionistforall crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention

Detention of large numbers of asylum-seekers
continued; many were reportedly ill-treated.
Although widely criticized fortolerating racist
discrimination, particularly against Roma, the
authorities rejected all appeals for the introduction
of antidiscrimination legislation. A former police
officerwho publicly criticized his superior was
threatened with imprisonment.

lll-treatment of asylum-seekers

Asylum-seekers continued to be detained, although in
smaller numbers than in early 1999. There were
numerous reports of beatings and the arbitrary use of
CS gas by guards in detention centres. Detainees who
were ill-treated had hittle opportunity to file a
complaintbecause the detainee population was
transientand because of fears that lodging a
complaint could harm their chances of being granted
asylum or of being transferred from detention toa
refugee reception centre. Former detainees alleged
that guards frequently hit them with batons if they did
notstand in astraight queuefordinner. They also
alleged thatguards hadsprayed CS gasinto detainees’
facesand into toilets when detainees needed to use
them.

&3 A.0., aKosovan asylum-seeker, was allegedly
beaten by guards with batons after he climbed afence
within the terrttory of the Nyirbator detention centre to
recover afootball.
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&3 V.1, aSri-Lankan asylum-seeker who had
longstanding injuries to his leg and arm, was allegedly
beaten on the head by a guard in the Nyirbator
detention centreafter he tried to explain that he could
not comply with an order to take outand clean a
dustbinbecause of his injuries.

3 In April Sudanese and Liberian asylum-seekers
were reportedly ill-treated by guards in the
Balassagyarmat detention centre.

Roma
In June the Council of Europe’sEuropean Commission
against Racism and Intolerance noted that "severe
problems of racism and intolerance continue in
Hungary”. It noted that the incidence of discrimination
towards the Romacontinuedin all fields of life and
expressed concern particularly about police ill-
treatment. However,ata conference where this report
was discussed by local non-governmental
organizations, a Ministry of Justice official stated that
the government did not support proposals for a
separateanti-discrimination act on the grounds that
existing legislation provided sufficient protection
Police investigations into reported cases of ill-
treatment of Romadid not appear tobe conducted
promptly and impartially
3 InMarch, in response to concerns about reports of
ill- treatment of six young Roma in September iggg
during a raid on their apartment in Budapest, the
Minister of the Interior claimed that detailed police
inquiries at the apartment block on the morning of the
raid resulted in "a well-grounded suspicion of assault”
allegedly committedby the young Roma. However, he
failed to explicitlyacknowledge that the report upon
which the entire police operation had been based was a
complete fabrication. In November the Minister
conceded that the execution of the police action had
been "to ourpresentknowledge, aninfractionof the
law". Aninvestigation into the case by the Budapest
Prosecutor's Office of Investigations was continuing at
the end of 2000.

Tibor Karancsi

Tibor Karancsi, a former police captain from
Szeghalom, Békés county, who made public statements
alleging corruption among the former leadership of
Szeghalom police, was threatened with up to three
years' imprisonment. He had been indicted in
December 1999 by the Szeged Military Prosecutor,
accused of defaming his superior in a newspaper
article, and sentenced in November to "being stripped
of his rank”, a decision against which he appealed. ina
separate case for defamation of the same superior
officer, Tibor Karancst's trial was suspended pending
the outcome of the trial of the complainant who was
accused of abusing his powers by impeding
investigations into oil smuggling.

Al country visits

InMarch an Al delegate visited the Nyirbator and
Szombathely detention centres where 1ll-treatment of
asylum-seekers had been reported in 1999.
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INDIA

REPUBLICOFINDIA

Head of state: Kocheril Raman Narayanan
Head of government: A B. Vajpayee
Capital: New Delhi

Population: over 1 billion

Official language: Hindi

Death penalty: meswwans

Human rights violations occurred throughout India,
withsocially and economically disadvantaged
sections of society continuing to be particularly
vulnerable. Inter<aste, communal, inter-religious
and political violence claimed many lives in several
states including Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, Jammu and
Kashmir, Tamil Nadu and WestBengal.The
government's continuing preoccupation with
national security led it to pursue several initiatives
for tackling “terrorism” throughout the country,
including giving increased powers to a police force
which continued to be identified with torture,
corruption and other abuses.

Background

The Bharatiya janataParty(B JP)-led National
Democratic Alliance continued in of fice throughout
2000 with A B. Vajpayee as Prime Minister. Armed
conflicts continued to claim hundreds of lives in Jammu
andKashmir and states of the northeast, despite
apparent moves towardscease-fires and peace talks in
severalstates. A cease-firewasannounced by the
armed opposition Hizbul Mujahideenin Jammu and
Kashmir at the end of July but collapsed 15 days later. A
further cease-fire for the month of Ramzan was
announced by the governmentin November. Killings of
civilians in the state continued at an alarmingly high
level desprte this and other political initiatives towards
an endto the conflict. Three new states were
established in northern India during the course of the
year: Chattisgarh, Jharkhand and Uttaranchal.

Torture by police and security forces remained endemic
instatesthroughout India. The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) expressed concern about the
widespread use of torture. In August it disclosed that
between 1999 and 2000 it had recorded 1,143deathsin
policeand judicial custody. Figures for thenumber of
complaints of torture are not made public, although the
Chair of the NHRC reportedly indicated that the
majonity of complaints received relateto police
excesses.

A number of official studies which reported during
2000 acknowledged the widespread use of tortureand
ill-treatment and pointed to political influence, broad
powers of arrest, public approval and inadequate
methods of investigation as reasons for the continuing
practiceof torture. Duringconsideration of India’s
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initial report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the
Child, concernwas expressed by the Committee about
reports of routine ill-treatment, corporal punishment,
torture, and sexual abuse of children in detention
facilities. By the end of 2000 India had not yetratified
the UN Convention against Torture which itsigned in
October 1997, nor had it invited the UN Special
Rapporteur on torture to visit the country

In discussions with officials of the government of
India about measures needed to end torture, Al
recommended nitiativesincluding police reform,
enactment of new legislation and comprehensive
monitoring mechanisms
&3 InKurnool districtof AndhraPradeshin October, a
23-year-old dalit(member of a disadvantaged
community), Peddinti Tirupalu, was found dead near a
police station where he had been detained for
questioning about gambling offences 48 hours earlier
Police denied arole in his death butrelatives claimed
thathe hadbeen severely beaten. Three police officers
were transferred to other areas and a magisterial
inquiry was ordered but had not concluded by the end
of 2000.

Impunity
While ina few cases individual members of the security
forceswere brought to justice for human rights
violations, most violations were committed with
impunity. Lack of political will, compromise and
coercion allowed law enforcement officials to escape
censure for violating the rights of people who were
mostly members of underprivileged sections of society

In areas of armed conflict, special legislation
continuedto shield perpetrators fromprosecution. A
cautious welcome wasgiven to an announcement by
thegovernmentof Jammu and Kashmir in October that
itwas establishing judicial inquiries into a series of
incidents which took place in March and April in which
scores of civilianswerekilled by security forces and
unidentifiedgunmen. By the end of 2000 no inquiries
had begun. Numerous otherincidents remamned
uninvestigated. In Punjab the tofa
"Peoples Commission”, which sought to document
evidence of widespread human rights violations in the
face of thefailure of the state to investigate past human
rightsviolations, washalted by the High Courton the
basis that it wasestablishinga parallel judicial system.
The decision was upheld by the Supreme Court in May.

A new one-man Commission of Inquiry was
established in May to investigate the 1984 riots in Delhi
which claimed the lives of more than 2,500 people,
mainly Sikhs. In October the retired judge presiding
over the inquiry wasreported to have already received
over 10,000 affidavits. An earlier inquiry held between
1985 and 1986 had found 147 police officers guilty of
dereliction of duty but proceedings were initiated in
only around 20 cases. Of more than 700 criminal cases
filed in connection with the riots, only 10 per cent had
resulted in conviction.

In Mumbai, recommendations made by the
Srikrishna Commission of Inquiry into riots which took
place in the city in 1992-1993 remained unimplemented
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Discrimination
Despite safeguards in the Constitutionandin law, certain
groups remained particularly vulnerable to human rights
abuses based on discrimination. Access to justice for
women, dalitsand others who suffer from social and
economic discrimination remained problematic.

In January, india’s initial report under the UN
Women's Convention was heard by the Committee
which monitors adherence of states parties to the
Convention. Concern at the level of gender-based
violence in the country was expressed by the
Committee, whoserecommendationsincluded the
need for rigorous implementation of existing
legislation prohibiting such practices as dowry and
caste-based discrimination.

International attention continued tofocuson
violence against Christian minorities but victims of
apparently state-backed violence in several areas
included Muslims, dalits and adivasis (tribal people).
Concerns about discrimination based on religion,
particularly directed at members of the Christian
community, were heightened by statements made by
members of right-wing Hindu groups which appeared to
encourage the use of violence. Attacks on members of
Christian communities and church property continued.

Human rights defenders

Harassment of human rights defenders in many parts of
India continued. In April, Al hosted a meeting of human
rights defendersfrom throughout the country which
concluded by drawing up a set of recommendations for
thebetterprotection of human rightsdefenders. The
recommendations included calls for a review of
preventive detention provisions used to detain human
rights defenders taking part in peaceful activities. They
also called for unhindered access for human rights
defenders to victims of human rights violations in all
areas of India, and to international forums outside
India in order toreporton human rights concerns or to
undergo training.

3 InGujarat in August, several hundred people were
arrestedunder preventive detention provisions to stop
them fromgoing to a public hearing organizedbya
peoples’ organization, the Narmada BachaoAndolan,
about the human rights impact of the construction of
dams on the Narmada river. Those detained included
individuals facing displacement and senior human
rightsactivists. They werereleased after the public
hearing had taken place.

&3 InNovemberT. Puroshottam, Joint Secretary of the
Andhra Pradesh Civil Liberties Committee, was killed
andotherhumanrights defenders in thestatereceived
threats. These attacks were believed to be the work of
formermembers of an armed group operating with the
tacitand oftenactive support of state authorities. The
state government refused to carryouta judicial inquiry
into these incidents.

Special legislation

In April the Law Commission of India submitted the
draft Prevention of Terrorism Bill 2000 to the
governmentprior toits introduction to parllamem.

s e — T

Provisionso fthe Bill reflected many o fthose found in
the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act,
1987 (TADA), which lapsed in 199s. In July the NHRC
indicated its opposition tothe Bill on several grounds,
stating that it would violate international human rights
standards and lead to human rights violations

Although 1t was notintroduced to parliament by the
end of 2000, state governments werereportedas
havinggiven it unanimous approval.

In April Al raised concerns with the authorities
about the use of the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety
Act. The Indian government dismissed clear evidence
of its abuse and maintained that provisions of the Act
provide sufficient safeguards for detainees. Leaders
of the All Parties Hurriet Conference arrested under
the Actbetween late Augustand early November 1999
werereleased in April and May. The Indian
government also dismissed claims that TADA was still
beingusedin Jammu and Kashmir to detain people
retrospectively, despite clear evidence to the
contrary.

& Thefateofso people, including 12 women, detained
underTADA in Karnataka, some since 1993, received
national attention after a notorious sandalwood
smugglerkidnapped a veteran film star and listed the
release of these detainees as one of his demands. While
thestate governments of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu
expressed their willingness to drop chargesagainst
them, the Supreme Court stayed their acquittal despite
their detention without trial for up tosevenyears and
evidence that aimost all had been illegally detained and
torturedafterarrest

Human rights commissions

The NHRC submitted recommendations to the
government of India foramendments to its statute—
the Protection of Human Rights Act1993. These were
based on the recommendations of the Advisory
Committee established in 1998. The NHRC's
recommendations were notmade publicandby theend
of 2000 the government had given noindicationthatit
was consideringamendments to the Act. The NHRC
continued to indicate 1ts frustration at statutory
limitations on its powers, particularly in relation to
investigation of allegations of human rights violations
by armedand paramilitary forces, and the investigation
of incidents which took place more than a year beforea
complaint was made.

In Rajasthan the Chairof the State Human Rights
Commission established in early 2000 resigned after
four months, complaining that noresources had been
provided by the government for it to operate. In Uttar
Pradesh the government had still not set up a Human
Rights Commission by the end of 2000 despite a High
Courtorder todo so.

Death penalty

At least 30 people weresentenced to death in 2000. [t
wasnotknown if any executions were carriedout. The
government of India does not publish statistical
information about the implementation of the death
penalty.
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Atleast 60 people remained on death row.
Legislation to extend the use of the death penalty to
crimes of rape remained pending. An increasing
number of human rights organizations continued to
campaign against the death penalty and a national
conference against the death penalty was held in New
Delhiinjuly
3 In April the sentence of death against Nalini, oneof
the four whose death sentences were upheld by the
Supreme Court in 1999 1n connection with the
assassination of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in
1991, was commuted tolif eimprisonment. The
clemency petitions of the remaining three remained
pending along with those of several others.

Abuses by armed groups

Abuses by armed groups operating in many areas

co d, including hostage-taking, torture and
deliberate killings of civilians. Hostage-taking,
including of children, continued at an alarming level in
Tripura, where in November it was reportedthat
membersofanarmedgroup hadtortureda four-year-
old hostage. [n Jammu and Kashmir, civilians continued
tobetargeted forattack.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

* India: Persecuted for challenging injustice - Human
rights defenders in India (Al Index: ASA
20/008/2000)

* India: Punitive use of preventive detention legislation
in Jammu and Kashmir(Al Index: ASA 20/010/2000)

* India: The Prevention of Terrorism Bill 2000 - Past
abuses revisited? (Al index: ASA 20/022/2000)

« India: A trail of unlawful killings inJammu and
Kashmir— Chithisinghpora and its aftermath
(Al index: ASA 20/024/2000)

Visits

Al delegates attended a national seminar for human

nghts activists in Delhi in April. Al delegates visited

Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh in Decemberto research

human rights violations against women and met senior

governmentofficials in Delhi to discuss

recommendations forthe prevention of torture.
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INDONESIA

REPUBLICO FINDONESIA

Head of state and government: Abdurrahman Wahid
Capital: Jakarta

Population: 212 miltion

Official language: Bahasa Indonesia

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocot to the UN Women's Convention

Political conflict had a negative impact on the pace
of reform. Positive initiatives, such as efforts to
investigate some past violations of human rights,
were outweighed by a marked deterioration in the
human rights situation in areas such as Aceh and
Papua. Hundreds of extrajudicial executions were
reported. “Disappearances”, torture and arbitrary
detention were also widespread, particularly in
areas of oppositiontoIndonesianrule. Political
activists and human rights defenderswere among
those subjected to human rights violations,
including unlawful killings, torture and arbitrary
detention. Human rights violations by the security
forces also took place in other contexts including
land and labourdisputes, political demonstrations
and in areas of religious or ethnic conflict, including
in the Moluccas. Human rightsabuses were
committed by the armed opposition group Free Aceh
Movement (GAM).

Background

Thefirst full year of democratically elected government
in Indonesia in over 40yearswas turbulent. Efforts by
President Wahid to establish civiliansupremacyover
thearmed forces and to consolidate his own position
were weakened by accusations of corruption, personal
scandal and political mismanagement. Economic
problems continued to fuel social unrest, and concerns
about maintaining Indonesia's territorial integrity
preoccupiedthe authorities. Against this background,
the process of human rights reform suffered and
repression was widely used by the police and the
military.

Legal and judicial reform
Legislation to establish Human Rights Courts was
adopted by parliament in November. Human Rights
Courtsare intended to hear cases of genocide and
crimesagainsthumanity, introducingthesecrimesinto
Indonesian law for the first time, There is provision
under the legislation for ad hoc tribunals to be set up to
try pastcasesof gross human rights violations. Some
provisions in the new law were inconsistent with the
right to fair trial, and the legislation introduced a
maximum sentence of death for those convicted of
crimes including genoctde, murder and torture.

An dment tothe C ionwas adoptedin
August 2000 which banned the retroactive application
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of legislation. There was concern that the amendment
might be used to protect suspected violators of human
rights from being brought to justice.

Plans 10 amend both the Criminal Code and the
Criminal Procedure Code had not been implemented by
the end of 2000. Both requiredsignificant changes in
order to bring them into line with international fair trial
standards. Existing provisions within the Code of
Criminal Procedure which should protect the rights of
detainees wereoften not implemented.

The independence of the judiciary continued to be
undermined by corruption and by government
interference.

Impunity

Political resistance together with the weakness of legal
and judicial institutions continued to obstruct
investigations and trials of perpetrators of human
rights violations. The atmosphere of impunity
continued to undermine efforts toimprove the human
rightssituation.

One of five cases of past human rights violations in
Acehwhich had beenpriorinzed forinvestigation
came to trial in April. One civilian and 24 members of
the military were sentenced in ajoint military/civilian
court to prison terms of betweeneight and a half and
1oyearsforkilling a Muslim cleric, Teungku
Bantagiah, and more than 5o of his followers in West
Aceh in July 1999. The case indicated a willingness by
the government to hold perpetrators of human rights
violations to account, but the trial was considered
flawed. Among the concerns were that military
officers with command responsibility were not
broughtto trial, and that some witnesses did not
testifybecause they claimed that their security could
not be guaranteed. None of the four other prioritized
cases came to trial, nor have thousands of other
human rights violations which have taken place in
Aceh been addressed.

There was little progress in bringing to justice those
responsible for crimes, including crimes against
humanity, in East Timor in 1999. Investigationsinto five
caseswere completed in October and 23 suspectswere
named, but not indicted by the end of the year. They
included some senior members of the Indonesian
military and police, East Timorese government officials
and members of pro-Indonesian militia. The cases were
expected to be heard in an ad hocHuman Rights Court
established under the new legislation on HumanRights
Courts.However, by the end of 2000 such a court had
not been established.

Nostepswere takentoinvestigate the many hundreds
of other crimes commutted by the Indonesian security
forces and pro-Indonesian militia in East Timorduring
1999. These included hundreds of extrajudicial
executions, torture including rape, and the forcible
expulsion of tens of thousands of East Timorese. Despite
the existence of aMemorandumof Understanding on
legal cooperation signed with the UN Transitional
Administration in East Timor (UNTAET). Indonesia
refused to allow UNTAET investigators access to
information and suspects (see East Timor entry).
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Other investigations did take place. These included
an inquiry led by the National Commission on Human
Rights(Komnas HAM) into extrajudicial executions and
“disappearances” which took place in Tanjung Priok,
Jakarta, in 1984. The inquiry found that 33 people had
been extrajudicially executed or had "disappeared”. On
the basis of the findings, a criminal investigation was
setup by the Attorney General's Office in November A
joint police/military team began toinvestigatea raid on
the headquarters of the Indonesian Democratic Party
(PD1) in July 1996 which resulted in an unknown
number of deaths.

Repression of pro-independence s
Despite initiatives by the government to engage in
dialogue with pro-independence supporters in Aceh
and Papua, repression was widely employed against
members ofcivilian and armed independence
movements.

Aceh

Police and military operations against the armed
opposition group Free Aceh Movement (GAM)
continued throughout 2000. Hundreds of people were
extrajudicially executed. Some victims were tortured
before being killed. Scores of people “disappeared” or
were detained because of their alleged connection with
GAM. Torture and ill-treatment wereroutinein both
police and military custody and some people died as a
resultoftorture. A significant proportion of the victims
were ordinary civilians, including women, children,
humanitarian workers, human rightsdefendersand
political activists.

&3 Atleast eight GAM suspects were extrajudicially
executed in HaguBaratLautvillage in NorthAcehon 18
May. All were tortured before being killed. Onehad his
handscut offand anotherbodywas found with his
genitals missing.

& Amrisaldin, a 24-year-old volunteer with an
humanitarian organization, Save Emergency for Aceh
(SEFA), was detained and torturedby members of the
Police Mobile Brigade (Brimob) in Meukek Sub-district,
South Aceh, on 5 September. He was punched, kicked,
slashed with a knife, his pubic, chest and armpit hair
wasburned and he was threatened with death. He was
released the nextday.

&3 Atleastthree women were raped and up to seven
people, including young girls, were sexually assaulted
on7March in Alue Lhok village, Matangkuli Sub-district,
North Aceh. Areportby the Aceh branch of Komnas
HAM concluded that the military appeared to be
responsible and recommended further investigation.

GAM was also responsible for human rights abuses in
Aceh. There were reports of unlawful killings,
abductions and torture by GAM members against both
members of the secunity forces and civilians. Among the
victims were suspected military informers and people
suspected by GAM of being criminals. Local
government officials, religious officials and
humanitarian workers wereamong those subjected to
threatsand intimidation by GAM.

An effective cease-fire, known as the Joint
Understanding on a Humanitarian Pause, between the
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government and GAM was implemented in June.
Initially it resulted in a decrease in violations, but
within weeks the number of reported incidents rose
again. The situation deteriorated further towards the
end of the year including in the run-up toapro-
independencerally in Banda Aceh in November
Operations by the security forces to prevent people
from attending the rally were believed to have resulted
in the extrajudicial execution of at least 20 and possibly
many more people. A number of people nvolved in
organizing the rally were detained. One political
activist, Muhammad Nazar, head of the Information
Centre fora Referendum on Aceh (SIRA), remained i
detention at the end of 2000. He was a prisoner of
conscience

Papua

Attempts to respond to mountingdemands for
independence in Papua (formerly Irian Jaya) through
pohitical dialogue were undermined by the actions of
thesecurity forces. Dialogue continued and
conciliatory measures were introduced, such as
changing thename of the province and permitting the
raising of thePapuan flag, regarded locally as a symbol
of independence. However, thesedid not prevent flag-
raising and other pro-independenceprotestsfrom
being forcibly broken up by the security forces. At least
21 people were killed and dozens injured in the course
of these operations. Detainees, including people held
for the peaceful expression of their views, were
tortured and ill-treated. Pro-independence and pro-
integration militia groups were established and there
were reports that they had committed human rights
abuses.

&3 Three people were shot dead and 2 injured when
police forcibly dispersed a crowd which had gathered to
raise the Papuan flag outside a church in Sorong on 22
August. Around 30 others werearrested and charged
with attempting to separate the state and possessing
firearms

3 About 100 people, including children, were
arbitrarily detained during police raids on student
hostels in Jayapura, apparently in retaliation for the
killing of two policeofficers and one security guard on
7December. Elkius Suhuniab was killed during a raid,
and Johny Karrunggu and Orry Doronggi died as a
result of torture in police custody. Human rights
acuvists and journalists were subsequently harassed
by the police for publicizing the violations.

Refugees and militia

Morethan 100,000East Timorese refugeeswerestill in
Indonesia at the end of 2000, mostly in West Timor
Theyhad fled orwereforcibly expelled to Indonesiaby
pro-Indonesian militia and the Indonesian security
forces in September 1999. Efforts to repatriate the
refugees were hampered by threats, intimidation and
physical attacks onrefugees by militiain West Timor
Frequent threats and attacks by militiaon
representatives of the UN HighCommussionerfor
Refugees (UNHCR) also disrupted the repatriation
program The program was suspended and all
internanional and many local humanitarian agencies
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left West Timor after three UNHCR staff were killed by
militiain Atambua, West Timor, on 6 September

In response to international condemnation of the
attack, the Indonesian authorities set up an
investigation into the killings. Although six suspects
were arrested, no one had been brought to trial by the
end of2000. A process to disarm the militias was also
established, but somerefugees who made their own
way back to East Timor later in the year reported that
armed militia were still active in West Timor. UNHCR
hadnotreturned by theend of 2000.

Death penalty

Eight people were sentenced to death, bringing the
total number under sentence of death to at least 34. No
executions took place during 2000. The death penalty
was introduced as amaximum sentence for a number of
crimes under new legislation on Human Rights Courts

International initiatives
Thereportof the International Commission of Inquiry
{ICOI) on East Timor, established by the UN Secretary-
General, was published in January. The ICOI, which had
visited East Timor and Indonesia in late 1999,
concluded that gross violations of human rights and
breaches of humanitarian law were perpetrated by pro-
Indonesian militias with the support of the Indonesian
military during 1999. it recommended thatan
international tribunal on East Timor should be
established. It also recommended that the voluntary
returnof East Timorese refugees in Indonesia should be
facilitated and that pro-Indonesian militia should be
disarmed

Following the killing of three UNHCR staffin West
Timor in September, the UN Security Council adopted
Resolution 1319 (2000), in which it insisted that the
Indonesian government should immediately disarm
and disband the militia, ensuresafetyand security in
refugee camps for humanitarian workers and take
measures to ensure the safe return of refugees to East
Timor A UN Security Council delegation visited
Indonesia in November to review the progress of the
authorities in implementing the resolution.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

* Indonesia: Impunity persists in Papua as militia groups
take root (Al Index: ASA 21,/034/2000)

« Indonesia: Comments on the draftlawon Human
Rights Tribunals (Al Index: ASA 21/025/2000)

« Indonesia. The Consultative Group on Indonesia (CGI)
— A briefing for government members and donor
agencies (Al Index: ASA 21 /051/2000)

« Indonesia: A cycle of violence for Aceh's children
(Al Index:ASA 21/059/2000)

« Indonesia The impact of impunity on women in Aceh
(Al Index: ASA 21/060/2000)

¢ Indonesia; Activists at nisk in Aceh (Al Index: ASA
21/061/2000)

Visits

Al delegates visited Indonesia, including Jakarta and

Aceh.
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ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran: Ayatollah Sayed
‘Ali Khamenei

President: Hojjatoleslam val Moslemin Sayed
Mohammad Khatami

Capital: Tehran

Population: 67.7 million

Official language: Farst (Persian)

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treatyratifications/signatures: Rome Statuteof
the International Crminal Court

Scores of political prisoners continued to be held;
among them were prisoners of conscience and others
sentenced in previous years after unfairtrials. A
clamp-down on freedom of expressionresulted in the
arbitraryarrestand imprisonment of scores of
journalists. Reports of torture and ill-treatment
continued. At least 75 people wereexecutedduring
2000; the true number may havebeen considerably
higher.

Background
Parliamentary elections held in twostages in February
and April formed the background to the struggle

concerning freedom of expression and association. The
elections were decisively won by supporters of
President Mohammad Khatami. The new authorities set
out with an ambitious program of social and political
reformalthoughonly afewsuchlaws had been passed
and implemented by the end of the year.

New parliamentary commissions visited prisons and
critically evaluated prisonconditions, dealt with judicial
reform and addressed implementation of constitutional
guarantees concerning freedom of expression.

The Press Law, passed in April by the previous
parliament, introduced harsh measures that were used
to limit freedomof expression. In August, new deputies
introduced legislation toreformthe Press Law, but the
reform was halted by an unprecedentedintervention
into parliamentary affairs by the Leader.

Scores of people were arrested and injured in
provincial centres thoughout the year during civil
unrestover social conditions, policing and the
allocation of resources.

Student demonstrations occurred throughout the
year. In Tehran, Tabriz and elsewhere, scores of
students commemorated the anniversary of the july
1999 demonstrations in Tehran, while in Khorramabad,
Lorestan, in August, two well-known reformist
theologians were prevented from addressing a
conference organized by a studentgroup. Dozens of
people werereportedly njuredandarrestedin the
disturbances which followed. Many investigations
ensued, including by parliament and the National
Security Council, which indicated that actions by
Revolutionary Guard officials and Basij(Mobilization)
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forces, among others, precipitated the unrest and
njuries

The People’sMujahideenof Iran (PMOI)continued to
undertake military operations against the authorities,
including amortarattack in February targeting offices
of the security forces in Tehran which reportedly
njured a number of civilians

Freedom of expression

In an unprecedented clampdown onfreedomof
expression and association, at least 34journalists,
writers and human rights defenders werequestioned,
detained and tried; some weretortured At least 12 were
imprisoned, usually after unfair trials. These abuses
occurred as a result of complaints filed by individuals
andstatebodies, of tenunder the control of the Leader,
which frequently led to legal action againstjournalists
and commentators. These and other people were tried
on the basis of vaguely worded laws before
Revolutionary Courts and the Special Court for the
Clergy, where procedures often fall far short of
international standards for fair trial. They were
prisoners of conscience. At least 30 publications, the
majority supportive of reformist groups, wereclosedor
suspended by judicial order.

Newspaper articles about the use of the death
penalty resulted in the imprisonment of two people.
LaufSafari, publisherof Neshat(Happiness), was
sentencedto two-and-a-halfyears' imprisonment in
April. In October, the sentence of EmaddodinBagiof
the newspaper Fath(Victory), was reducedfromseven
to three years on appeal. He had been detained in May
and was not freed during his appeal

Writers who addressed political and socialreformor
who were critical of the actions of political leaders
were often detained, tried and imprisoned, frequently
onvaguely worded charges
& In August, journalists Ahmad Zeydabadi of
Hamshahri(Citizen), Mohammad Quchani of Asr-e
Azadegan(Era of the Free), and Massoud Behnoud of
Gunagun (Variety) were detained by the State
Employees Court. Mohammad Quchani wasreleased on
bail in September pending trial, and Massoud Behnoud
was released on bail in December. Ahmad Zeydabadi
continued to be held. By the end of the year their trials
hadnottakenplace
& InNovember, the managingeditorsof Abrar(The
Righteous) were tried for "spreading lies” and other
charges. InDecember the managing editor of Ya Lesarat
al-Hosseinwas tried in the Press Court. The outcome of
these trials was not known at theendof the year.

&3 Mahmud Salehy, a trade union leader, was
reportedly imprisoned in Saqgez for six months in
August in connection with trade union activities.

The Berlin Conference

An academic conference held in Berlin in April, in which
17 Iranian intellectuals participated, was disrupted by
exiled Iranian political groups. The conference was
filmed by Iran’s state broadcasting company and shown
n [ran, where it caused controversy. Onreturn tolran,
the participants were summoned for questioning, some
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weredetained, often for prolonged periods, and in
October and November participants and translators of
conference paperswere put on trial for their
involvement with the conference. Theyfaced serious
but vaguely worded chargesconcerning "national
security”, "propagandaagainst the state” and “insulting
Islam” By theend of the year, no verdicts had been
announced, but the evidence used in the trials included
discourses they haddelivered in Berlin, which were
legally published and available in Iran

&3 Journalist Akbar Ganji was detained on 22 April. He
was held in solitary confinement for much of the
approximately 19o days he was held prior to his trial in
November, when he stated he was beaten in prison
Lawyer MehrangizKar and publisher Shahla Lahiji
—both defenders of women's rights —and Ali Afshari, a
student leader, were all detained without charge for
over two months. In November Mehrangiz Kar was
denied permission to seek medical treatment abroad
for cancer.

Researcher Hojjatoleslam Hasan Yousefi Eshkevari
was arrested after his return from Europe on 5 August
In October he was convicted after an unfair trial by the
Special Court for the Clergy. He facedvague charges
relating to "national security”, defamation, heresy, and
being at war with God and corrupt on earth, which are
purishable by death. By the end of the year, his
sentence had not been made known.

&3 InDecember Ali Afshari and Ezzatollah Sahabi were
rearrested. Still in detention at the end of the year, they
were denied the opportunity tosee their family and
lawyers

Unfair trials
Deeplyflawed trial procedures, especially in
Revolutionary Courts and the Special Courtfor the
Clergy, continued.
3 On t}uly, the Shiraz Revolutionary Court sentenced
10 Iranian Jews to between three and 13 years'
imprisonment on charges relating to spying. Three men
wereacquitted. Despite repeated public assurances by
the authorities that they would be given a fair trial,
proceedings took place insecretand fell far short of
international standards for fair trial. The prison
sentences for the 10 were reduced to between two and
nine years on appeal

There were continued reports thatscores, possibly
hundreds, of political prisoners, including prisoners of
consciencesentenced after unfair trials in previous
years, continued to be held. Scores of students
detained following demonstrationsin July 1999,
including those associated with banned or tolerated
secular political parties, continued to be held
throughout the country
3 In December, prisoner of conscience and former
Deputy Prime Minister ‘Abbas Amir Entezam, aged 68,
wasrearrestedand ordered to sign a confession. His
refusal todosoresulted in hisrenewed imprisonment.

Torture an! ill-treatment, including the judicial

punishments of flogging and amputation, continued.
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&3 Akbar Mohammadi and Ahmad Batebiwere
tortured in the Towhiddetention centre. Towhid,
administered by the Ministry of Intelligence, was
closed in August 2000 by order of the judiciary. Akbar
Mohammadi stated that his feet were whipped with
metal cables and that he was suspended by his limbs
and repeatedly beaten. Ahmad Bateb: stated that he
had beenbeaten while blindfolded and bound, and
ordered to sign a confession. He reportedly wrote that
his head was plunged into a drain full of excrement and
held under, forcing him to inhale excrement through his
nose and into his mouth. The two men were sentenced
to 15 and 10 years' imprisonment respectively.

There were continued reports of psychological
torture including death threats. No investigation into
any allegations of torture— such as those made by
journalist Akbar Ganji, who stated in court in
November thathehad been tortured by prison cfficials
atEvin—was known to have been undertaken.

Atleast 49 floggings were reported, many for
“depraved dancing’, and 10 amputations, often in
connection with theft. However, the truenumbermay
have been considerably higher.

Human rights defenders

Following a closed trial that ended in September, Shirin
Ebadi and Mohsen Rahami, human rights defenders and
lawyers, received suspended sentences and fiveyears’
suspension from practising law in connection with the
production and distribution of the videotaped
“confessions” of Amir Farshad Ebrahimi. His videotaped
testimony included statements concerning his former
group, Ansar-e Hezbollah(Partisans of the Party of
God), and how the groupwas instructed to break up
publicmeeungsandbeatup reformist activists. He was
sentenced to two years’ imprisonment for spreading
lies and wasbelievedto be held in conditions
amounting tocruel and inhuman punishment.

The 'Serial Murders’ and impunity

InDecember, the trial began of 18 individuals, including
former senior Ministry of Intelligence officials, charged
in connection with their alleged involvement with the
murder of two politicians and twowritersin 1998. These
cases, whichformpartof the "Serial Murders” cases,
were tried in the Tehran Military Court behind closed
doors, allegedly for "security reasons”. The specific
charges against theaccused were notknown. At the start
of the trial, only five defendants, said to be the main
perpetrators of the killings, were incustody, while
others, suspectedaccomplices, werefreeon bail. By 31
December, one of the defendants, MostafaKazemi, had
reportedly confessed to havingordered thekillings. It
wasnotknownwhere and under what circumstances this
confessionwasmade. Shirin Ebadi(seeabove), alawyer
representingoneof the vicums' families, had earlier
statedthat the judiciary had not given her access to the
case files and in December, a lawyer for the families of
the two writers, Nasser Zarafshan, was detained for
suggesting that other unsolved murders formed part of
thecaseand should be investigated and tried
simultaneously. Theverdicts were expected in January.
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In July, Brigadier General Farhad Nazari and 18
officials of the {.aw Enforcement Forces were acquitted
bya military court of disobeying Ministry of the Interior
orders in connection with a raid on student dormitories
during the July 1999 student demonstrations. Students
injured in the raid, represented by Mohsen Rahami (see
above), were, however, compensated by the same
court.

Death penalty

At least 75 executions were reported and 16 death
sentences imposed, often in connection with murder
charges. However, the true number may have been
considerably higher. Death sentences passed after the
unfair trials of Akbar Mohammadi, Ahmad Batebi and
twootherstudentsdetained following the student
demonstrations in jJuly 1999— Mehrdad Sohrabi and
Abbas Deldar —were commuted on 30 April.

Intergovernmental organizations

In February, the UN General Assembly expressed its
concern that since 1996 noinvitation to visit the
country had been extended by the authorities to the
Special Representative on the human rights situation in
Iran. The General Assembly also expressed serious
concern at the "apparent absence of respect for
internationally recognizedsafeguards, the use of
national security laws as a basis forderogatingfrom the
rights of the individual, cases of torture and cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment as well
as the failure to meetinternational standards in the
administration of justice”, along with the restrictions
on freedom of expression, opinion, thought and the
press.

In May, in its concluding observations to Iran's
reporton implementation of the UN Children's
Convention, the monitoringcommittee expressed
concern at fran's reservations to the Convention and
recommended that Iran review legisiation concerning
the age of majority to bringit in line with the
Convention. It expressedserious concern that the right
tolife of a person under 18 is not guaranteed and that
childrencan be subjected to a variety of types of cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment and punishment.

Al country statement

¢ Iran: Open letterfrom Amnesty International to
members of the Sixth Majles-e Shoura-ye Eslami
(parliament) (Al Index: MDE 13/018/2000)
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ

Head of state and government: Saddam Hussain
Capital: Baghdad

Population: 23.1 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

Hundreds of people, among them political prisoners
including possible prisoners of conscience, were
executed. Hundreds of suspected political
opponents, including army officers suspected of
planning to overthrow the government, were
arrested and their fate and whereabouts remained
unknown. Torture and ill-treatmentwere widespread
and new punishments, including beheading and the
amputation of the tongue, were reportedly
introduced. Non-Arabs, mostly Kurds, continued to
be forcibly expelled from their homes in the Kirkuk
areato Iraqi Kurdistan.

Background

Continuing economic sanctions, imposed by UN Security
Council resolutions following Iraq’s tnvasion of Kuwait
in 1990, contributed to a deteriorating economic and
humanitarian situation. Many governments and non-
governmental organizations criticized the sanctions. In
February, two senior UN officials, the head of the
humanitarian programin Iraq and the head of the World
Food Programme in Iraq, resigned overconcerns about
their impact. From August until the end of the year many
countries, including France and the Russian Federation,
sent flightscarryinghumanitarian aid to Iraq, in most
cases with the approval of the UN Security Councit
Sanctions Committee.

The government of Iraq continued to reject UN
Resolutioni284, adopted in December 1999. This
established anewarms inspection body, the UN
Monitoring, Verificationand Inspection Commission
(UNMOVIC), and provided for the lifting of sanctions if
the governmentallowed arms inspections tobe
renewed.

Air strikes by US and United Kingdom (UK) forces
against Iraqi targets continued, reportedly resulting in
furthercivilian deaths. According to Iraqi government
figures, around 300 people have beenkilled since the
airstrikesbeganinDecember 1998.

In March anew parliament was elected. All 165
candidates of the ruling Ba'ath Party were elected,
including 'Uday Saddam Hussain, the President’s eldest
son. The remaining 55 seats were won by pro-
government independentcandidates and a further 30
deputies wereappointed by the government to
represent Iraqi Kurdistan, two provinces in northern
Iraq ruled by Kurdish political parties and which are not
under central government control

In April the UN Commission on Human Rights
adopted a resolution condemning the "systematic,
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widespread and extremely grave violations of human
rights and international humanutarian law by the
Government of Iraq” and extended for a further year
the mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur on Iraq

Death penalty

The large-scale application of the death penalty
continued. Hundreds of people, including possible
prisonersof conscience, were executed. The vicums
included army officers suspected of having links with
the Iragioppositionabroad or plotting to overthrow
the government and Shi'a Muslims suspected of anti-
governmentactivities. Inmany cases it was impossible
todetermine whether the executionswere judicial or
extrajudicial, given the secrecy surrounding them.

3 In February, 38 Republican Guard officerswere
executed. They werearrested in January, reportedly
aftera failed attempt to assassinate the President
Those executed included General ‘Abd al-Karim
Hussainal-Dulaimi, head of the Republican Guard's
second brigade.

©3 A)ordanian national, Dawud Salman al-Dallu, was
executed in Abu Ghraib Prison in Baghdad in June after
being convicted of espionage. He had been detained
since 1993. The date and details of his trial were not
known.

&3 Sevenemployees at the government's Central
Computer Department wereexecuted in July on charges
of treason. They reportedly imported a computer
system that could be used to send data abroad

&3 'AliHassan, 'Ali Kamal, Hamid Na'im, all officers in
the Republican Guard and originally from southern
Iraq, were arrested in Baghdad in January, reportedly
on suspicion of contact with an Iraqi opposition group
abroad. They were sentenced to death and executed by
firing squad in September

Extrajudicial executions

In October dozens of womenaccused of prostitution
were beheaded without any judicial process in Baghdad
and other cities. Men suspected of procurement were
also beheaded. The killings were reportedly carried out
n the presence of representatives of the Ba'ath Party
and the Iraqi Women's General Union Members of
Feda'iyye Saddam, a militia created in 1994 by ‘Uday
Saddam Hussain, used swords to execute the victims in
frontof their homes. Some victims were reportedly
ktlledfor political reasons

3 Dr Najat Mohammad Haydar, an obstetrician in
Baghdad, wasbeheaded in Octoberafterbeingaccused
of prostitution. However, she was reportedly arrested
before the introduction of the policy to behead
prostitutes and was said to have been critical of
corruption within the health services.

In October several women were beheaded in
Mosul in northern Iraq. They included Fatima ‘Abdallah
‘Abd al-Rahman, ShadyaShaker Mahmoud and Iman
Oassem Ahmad

Torture/ ill-treatment
Political prisonersand detaineesweresubjected to
brutal forms of torture. The bodies of many of those
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executed had vistble signs of torture, including the
gouging out of the eyes, when they werereturnedto their
families. Commonmethods of physical torture included
electricshocks orcigaretteburns to various partsof the
body, pulling out of fingernails, rape, long periods of
suspension by the limbs, beatingwith cables, falaga
(beaungon the soles of the feet) and piercing of hands
with an electric drill. Psychological torture included
threats toarrest and harm relatives of the detainee or to
rape a female relative in front of the detainee, mock
executions and long periods in solitary confinement

3 In June Najib al-Salihi, a former army general who
fled Iragin 1995 and joined the iraqi opposition, was
sentavideotapeshowing therapeof a female relative
Shortly afterwardshereportedlyreceiveda telephone
call fromthe Iraqi intelligenceservice, asking him
whether he hadreceivedthe gift and informing hum that
his relative was in their custody.

Amputation of the tonguewas reportedly approved by
the authorities in mid-2000as a new penaltyfor slander
orabusive remarks about the President or his family.

3 InSeptembera man reportedly had his tongue
amputated by members of Feda'iyye Saddamin
Baghdadforslandering the President. Hewassaid to
have been driven around after the punishment while
information about his alleged offence was broadcast
through a loudspeaker.

Arrests of suspected political opponents

During the year hundreds of people were arrested;

their fate and whereabouts remained unknown. Those
targeted included Shi'a Muslims suspectedof anti-
government activities and army officers accused of
links with opposition groups abroad or planning to
overthrow the government.

&3 Atleast 42 Republican Guard officers were arrested
n April, reportedly in connection with an attempt to
overthrow the government. Among them were Colonel
Hashim Jassem Majid, Colonel Falah al-Din Yusuf and
Lieutenant-Colonel 'Ali Soltan Mohammad.

3 InOctoberscoresofShi‘a Muslim religious activists
werearrested in Baghdad. They included al-Shaikh
Khaled Hassanal-Dulaimi, al-Shaikh Mas'ud Hamam
'Abdallah and Sa'ad Mahmoud al-'Ani

Forcible expulsion of non-Arabs

Non-Arabs in the Kirkuk region, mainly Kurds but also
Turkmen and Assyrians, continued to be expelled to
Iraqi Kurdistan. Thousands have been deported in
recent years because of their ethnic origin and Kirkuk's
strategiclocation and oil resources. The government
encouraged Arabs living in government-controlled
areas to move to Kirkuk, and allocated land confiscated
from deportees to security personnel.

3 InOctober, 78 members of 10 families were
expelled to the area controlled by the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK). One member of each family was
detained until the deportation was completed.

Iraqi Kurdistan
At the end of i999a new regional government in the
area controlled by the Kurdistan Democratic Party
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(KDP) included members of four other political parties.
InFebruary, in the area controlled by the PUK. the PUK
contested municipal elections with 12 other poltical
groups, winning control of 53 out of 58 councils while
the remaining five were taken by Islamist parties.

The 1997 cease-firebetween the KDP and the PUK
remainedn force. In February the two parties
recommitted themselves to the implementation of the
1998 Washington peace agreement. The KDP released
11 PUK prisoners of war in February and allowed 30 pro-
PUK families to return to PUK-controlied Kurdistan. In
September the KDP agreed to withdraw its militias from
towns under its control. In November both parties
agreedtoallow the free movement of citizens and the
free circulation of printed materials

However, dissidents were believed responsible forat
least a dozen bomb attacks on civilian targets during
theyearin both areas of Kurdistan. In June, 20 people
were reportedly injured when a car bomb exploded in
Sulaymania. In November, six people were killed and 17
injured inan explosion in Arbil

Clashes between forces of the two ruling parties and
members of the Kurdish Workers'Party (PKK) left
scoresdead, including between KDP forces and PKK
rebels in July and between PUK and PKK forcesin
September and October when dozens reportedly died

In March thousands of Turkish government troops
entered Iraqi Kurdistan in pursuit of PKK forces. In
August air strikes targeting the PKK resulted in 38
civilians killed and u injured. The Turkish authorities
reportedly launched an investigation and paid
compensation to the victims.

Arrests of political opponents

Politically motivated arrests continued.

&3 Studentswho setup anindependentunion, the
FreeStudentsand Youth Union, in 1999 were
reportedlytargeted forarrestin the area controlled by
the PUK. Of 11 students arrested in January, nine were
released days or weeks afterwards. It was not known
whether the remaining two, Hussain Alek Ahmad and
Khaled Khidir Babeker, were still held at the end of
2000.

€3 InMarch, five peoplereportedly appeared on
television in the KDP-controlled area and confessed to
theirinvolvementin bomb attacks and killings since
1997. Four of them were said to be members of the
Islamic Movement in Iraqi Kurdistan. Their fate was
unknown.

&3 In July the authorities in PUK-controlled
Sulaymania briefly detainedscoresof people, including
supporters of the Iragi Workers' Communist Party
(IWCP) and the Independent Women's Organization
(IWO0). They had protestedagainstorders to cease their
activities and the cutting of their electricity and water
supplies. The PUK informed Al that political party
headquarters were moved out of residential areas as a
safetymeasure against their becoming targets of armed
opposition groups.

Also in July, PUK security forces arrested women
sheltering at an IWO refuge in Sulaymania for women
abused by their relatives and closed the refuge. Most
werereleasedin the days following but the
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whereabouts of 12 women and five children, who had
been at therefugeand were feared arrested, remained
unknown at the end of the year

&3 In October Hiwa Ahmad, a leading IWCP member,
was arrested in Sulaymania by members of the PUK
security service, Dezgay Zanyari. At the end of 2000 his
whereabouts werestill unknown.

Political killings

Reports of political killings continued to be received
&3 In Arbil, inKDP-controlled Iragi Kurdistan, Sirbit
Mahmud, leader of the Democratic Nationalist Union of
Kurdistan, and Osman Hassan, a parliamentary deputy,
were killed by unidentified gunmen in June and July
respectively

3 Four IWCP members—'Abdul Basit Muhsin,
Mohammad Mustafa, IbrahimMohammadRostamand
Hawri Latif —and Omid Nikbin, amember of the
opposition Iranian Workers' Communist Party, were
killed by PUK security forces in July. The PUK said that
their car had failed to stop at a checkpoint, that they
had shotand injured two people, and that they were
shot dead when the security forces returned fire. No
information about an investigation announced by the
PUK was availableat theendof 2000.

Communications with the government and the
Kurdish authorities

Alraised specificconcernswith the Iraqi government
and leaders of the KDP and PUK. In January the Iraqi
government criticized Al's position on sanctions and
for not condemning US and UK arr strikes strongly
enough, but did not address specifically Al's concerns
detailedina19ggreport. In a letter to Al in September,
the governmentsaid it could identify only one
individual from the victims cited in the Amnesty
International Report 2000and that the person was
living in Syria
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IRELAND

Head of state: Mary McAleese

Head of government: Bertie Ahern

Capital: Dublin

Population: 3.7 million

Official languages: Insh, English
Deathpenalty:abolitionistforall crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Convention
against Racism;Optional Protocol tothe UN Children's
Convention on the involvement of children in armed con-
Bt Dyl Protocol to the UN Women's Convention

There were delays in implementing some
undertakings arising from the 1998 Multi-Party
Agreement. The amended Refugee Act undermines
the fundamental rightof people fleeing serious
human rightsviolations to seek asylum.

Human rights aspects of the Multi-Party
Agreement

On 31 May the President signed the Human Rights
Commission Bill into law, and shortly afterwards the
President of the Commission was appointed. By the end
of 2000 the Commission had not yet started to function.
The Commission will have powers to scrutinize
upcoming legislation, to conduct inquiries into human
rights abuses and to take cases to court on behalf of
individualsand groups.

The Irish government failed to produce legislation
which would bring into effect its commitment under the
1998 Multi-Party Agreement to incorporate the
European Convention on Human Rightsinto Irish law
and to "ensure at least equivalent level of protection of
humanrights as will pertain in Northern Ireland”. Al
was concerned thatin favouringan "interpretative”
incorporation of the Convention, the Irish government
fell short of meeting its requirements under the
Agreement, as this would not provide people with full
access to the rights in the Convention

The Review of the Offences Against the State Act(s),
which was set up by the government as part of its
undertakings under the Multi-Party Agreement, had
still not reported its findings by the end of 2000. Al had
presented a detailed submissionaboutits concerns to
the Review group in October 1999,

Shootings by the security forces

Investigations into disputed killings, which consist of
policeofficersinvestigating actions taken by other
police officers, cannot be considered independent. In
addition, the currentinquest procedure does not
satisfy international standards which require a
mechanism for public scrutiny of the legality of actions
bygovernmentagents. The victims' families are
severely disadvantaged: their lawyers are not provided
with full autopsy statements, full forensic evidence or
complete witness statements before the inquest. This
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hampers the families fromeffectively challenging the
officialversion. All thesedocumentsare available to
the Garda (police). Furthermore, legal aid isnot
available to the victims' families to pay forlegal
assistance and independent expert advice.

3 john Carthy was shot dead in April 2000 after he
had barricaded himself for 25 hours in his home, which
was surrounded by dozens of police officers. john
Carthywas reportedly suffering from depression and
questions were raised concerning the police handling
of the incident, including why his request tospeak to
his solicitor was not met and whether the force used by
the police was excessive in the circumstances. John
Carthy was the third person to bekilled in recent years
by police officers from the Emergency Response Unit
(ERU), a specially trained and heavily armed response
unit. Aninquest into his death took place in October
The jury limited itself to a finding of death caused by
being shot, having declined toissue a verdict on the
circumstances, or any riders. Al believes that only an
independent public inquiry could answer the questions
that remained unanswered after the inquest.

3 ASupreme Court ruling concerningthe inquestinto
the killing by the ERU of John Morris(whowaskilled in
June 1997) upheldin july the coroner’s decision to allow
officers from the ERU to testify anonymously and from
behind a screen, and to deny the family's lawyer access
to the full forensicevidence, including information
concerning the identity of the firearm(s) used in the
fatal shooting.

&3 Officersfrom the ERU were also involved in the
shooting of RonanMacLochlainnin May 1998. His
inquesthadnot taken place by theend of 2000.

lll-treatment

There were continued reports of ill-treatment by
police. Al was concerned that the government did not
ensure adequate safeguards against ill-treatment,
including provisions against incommunicado
detention, foreffective legal assistance, and foran
effective complaints mechanism. Many people alleging
ill-treatment stated that they had no confidence in the
complaints procedure, in particular if the investigating
officers came fromthe same police force allegedly
involved in the misconduct. Al was also concerned that
peopledetainedforcriminal matterswere not entitled
to access to legal counsel during police questioning,
and that there was no provisionfor legal aid for lawyers
toattend police stations. Al called for audio- and video-
recording of police interviews with detainees to be
introduced.

The UN Human Rights Committee

In July the UN Human Rights Committee examined
Ireland's second periodic report under the
International Covenanton Civil and Political Rights.
The Committee expressed concernsabout the
continued operation of the Special Criminal Court, the
lack of independent investigations of complaints
against the Gardaand the treatmentof prisoners. Al
hadraised anumber of these tssues in its briefing to the
Committee.

Amnesty International Report 2001




Refugees and discrimination

The Refugee Actofigg6 finallycameintoforce in
November. However, its amended version denies
fundamental rights to people fleeing torture. Al
expressed concernthatthe legislationwas flawed
because of inadequate legal safeguards, including an
ineffective appeal systemn accelerated asylum
procedures. Thisconcern was heightened by the
dramatic increase in the number of asylum claims being
rushed through such procedures. Al was also
concerned about the provision fordetention of asylum-
seekers in the Refugee Act. increased powers of
detention were introduced by the lllegal Immigrants
(Trafficking) Bill 2000.

The Equal Status Act, which was brought into forcein
October, outlaws discrimination by those providing
both public and privateservices and is designed to
combat discrimination on nine grounds: gender, race,
religion, age, sexuality, disability, membership of the
Traveller community and family and marital status

Al country report

* Ireland: Briefing to the UN Human Rights Committee
on human rights concerns (Al Index: EUR
29/001/2000)

ISRAELAND
THE OCCUPIED
TERRITORIES

ISR

international standards. Houses in the Occupied
Territories continued to be demolished as a result of
a discriminatory policy which denied most
Palestinians building permits.

Background

The military conflictinLebanonbetweenthe Israel
DefenceForces (IDF) and its proxy militia the South
Lebanon Army (SLA) on the one hand and Hizbullah on
the other continued until May when Israel withdrew its
forces fromsouth Lebanon.

Palestinians in the Occupied Territories continued to
be almost invariably barred from travel to Jerusalem or
elsewhere outside area A, which was under security and
civil control of the Palestinian Authority (PA), and Area
B, which was under security control of Israel and civil
control of the PA. During periods of tension Israeli
barriers wereconsistently erected separatingArea C
from Areas A and Bandalso between AreaA and Area B

Negotiations between Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) resumed inJulyat Camp
David in theUSA, broke downin October following the
outbreak of the /ntifadaand resumed in December (see
also Palestinian Authority entry).

The Intifada
On 29 September Israeli police using excessive force
killed five Palestinians and injured more than 200
others at the al-Agsa Mosque precinctin Jerusalem. The
shooting sparked daily demonstrations and riots in
Israel and the Occupied Territories which were
continuing at the end of the year

Israeli security services killed at least 300and
wounded more than 10,000 Palestinians. The majority of
those killed and wounded were demonstrators throwing
stonesor usingshngs; at least 100 of those killed were
children under 18. The Israeli police, border police,
special patrol force and IDF used excessive lethal force,
firng rubber-coated metal bullets and live ammunition
including high-velocity bullets at demonstrators. Some

STATEOF ISRAEL

Head of state: Moshe Katzav (replaced EzerWeizman in
July)

Head of government: Ehud Barak

Official languages: Hebrew, Arabic

Death penalty: abolitionist forordinary crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court

More than 300 Palestinians were killed by the Israeli
security forces; most were unlawfullykilled during
the new intifada(uprising). More than 2,500
Palestiniansand Israelis were arrested for political
reasons. Scores of detainees were ill- treated. At least
25 Palestinians were held in administrative
detention. All Lebanese nationals held in the Khiam
detention centre in southern Lebanon under Israeli
occupation were released. Hundreds of Palestinians
fromthe Occupied Territories were tried before
military courts in trials whose procedures fell short of
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swere deliberately targeted and
extra)udlmally executed. The Israeliairforce and the
navyused heavy weaponry, including helicopter
gunships, tanks and naval vessels, to shell randomly
Palestinian areasfromwhere armed Palestinians had
openedfire. They also used heavy weaponry toconduct
punitive raids against PAfacilities

Armed Palestinians, including members of the
tanzimat— Palestinian paramilitary groups linked to
Fatah, the predominant group in the PLO—carriedout
attacks on Israelisoldiers and civilians in the Occupied
Territories. A number of gunbattles took place between
the IDF and Palestinian security services or
paramilitary groups. Palestinian armed opposition
groups such as Islamic J1had also placed bombs which
killed six Israeli civilians. Israelisettlerswere reported
to have killed six Palestinian civilians.
3 Eleven-year-old SamiAbu Jazzarwasshotdead
during a stone-throwing demonstration in Rafah, Gaza
Strip, in October by Israeli soldiers who were based in a
blockhouse 10ometresaway and who were not in
danger at the time.
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3 Hussein 'Abayat, a local leaderof the tanzimat, was
extrajudicially executed in Beit Sahur in the West Bank
by ashell launched froman Israeli helicopter gunship
which killed two women standing near his van and
injured nine others. An IDF spokesperson admitted that
Hussein ‘Abayat had been targeted, allegedly because
he was going to launch an attack on Gilo settlement
Two Israeli civilians were killed in a bomb attack
near Jerusalem's Mahan Yehudamarketon 2 November.
[slamic Jihad claimed responsibility for the attack.

At a summut in Sharm al-Shaikhin October, [srael and
the PAagreed that a fact-finding commussion should
study the causes of the violence and report back to the
US government. Thecommission started work in
November. At a special session in October the UN
Commission on Human Rights set up a Commission of
Inquiry into the violations of human rights in [srael and
the Occupied Territories. In November the Israeli
government set up a judicial Commission of Inquiry to
investigate “clashes with the security forces in which
Arab and Jewish Israeli citizens were killed and
wounded”

Arrests

More than 2,000 people, the vast majority Palestinians,
were arrested during the year, mostly on charges
involving political violence. At least goo Palestinians
fromlsrael or East Jerusalem and 300 Jewish citizens of
Israel were arrested during the /ntifadaand charged
with offences such as stone-throwing; many were
minors. Arrests were often carried out at night by large
numbers of armed security force personnel. Some of
those arrested reported that they were beaten or
kicked immediately after arrest.

Following a Supreme Court decision in October, bail
was consistently refused tothosearrested; in
November the decision was modified allowing some
detainees to be released on bail.

Scores of Palestinians from East Jerusalem with
residency rightsn Israel arrested after 29 September
were charged under Military Order 378, previously only
appliedto Palestinians living in the West Bankand Gaza
Strip.

Scoresof Palestinians from the West Bank and Gaza
werearrested during the year at [sraeli blockades. At
least 600 Palestinians were arrested during the last
three months of the year from Areas B and Cand held in
prolonged incommunicado detention for days or weeks
before being charged under Emergency Regulations
dating from the British mandate or Israeli Military
Orders

Administrative detention

The number of Palestinian administrative detainees,
which had decreased tofour by September, rose to 12 by
the end of the year. They were held withoutchargeor
trial or any right to full appeal.

[n April the High Courtof Justice ruled that the state
could not hold asuspectin administrative detention
unless the detainee personally posed a security threat.
Appeals against the ruling were rejected and 13
Lebanese nationals who had been heldfor upto i2years
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as bargaining chips without charge or trial or after the
expiry of their sentences were released. All were
returned to Lebanon

A draft lawallowing the detention without trial of
“illegal combatants" passed its firstreading in the
Knesset(parliament) in July, but had not become law by
the end of 2000
&3 Twolebanese nationals, Shaikh 'Abd al-Rahman
'Ubayd and Mustafaal-Dirani, continued to be held
incommunicado in a secret place of detention as
hostages. The High Court of Justice dismissed an appeal
against their continued administrative detentionin
September

Draft bills submitted to the Knesset by individual
members which would allow the General Security
Service (GSS) to use "specialmeans” to interrogate
detainees were dropped in February.

Palestinian detainees under interrogation were
frequently held incommunicado for up to 20 days, and
some for as long as 9o days. Many detainees reported
that they were beaten immediately after arrest by
members of the security forces who almost invariably
benefited fromimpunity.

&3 Nidal Daghlas was arrested during an unsuccessful
attempt by [sraeli undercover units to capture Mahmud
Abu Hanud (see Palestinian Authority entry). He stated
that he was tortured for four hours in the village by
members of the IDF and the GSS before being taken to
Petah Tikvah police station. He said that officers stuffed
his mouth with stones, poured water over his face,
kicked him in the genitals and smashed his head into a
steering wheel. He was held incommunicado for 14 days
before being allowed access to a lawyer.

&3 Qadral-Wa'el from Sha'b, Galilee, stated that
police officers beat him with the butts of their rifles
while he was being transferred to Misgav police station
after his arrestin October and that two police officers
also beat him in the police station. Five other police
officers, whowereeither in or near the cell, reportedly
witnessed the beating. In court he informed a judge
that he had been beaten and was later released on bail.

Unfairtrials

Hundreds of Palestinians were tried by military courts
in trials which did not meet international standards for
fair treals.

Conscientious objectors

At least five conscientious objectors who refused to
perform military service or to serve in the Occupied
Territories were sentenced to terms of imprisonment.
Theywere prisoners of conscience.

Political prisoners

Israel continued to detain 1,600 Palestinians from the
Occupied Territories and 29 Palestinians from Israel
sentenced in previous years by military courts for
offencessuch as attacks on [sraelis. About 120 were
released during the year. Anumber of foreign nationals
including 16 Lebanese and four Jordanian nationals

Amnesty International Report 2001




sentenced by military courts in previous years
continued to be held. Some had reportedly been
torturedand received unfair trials.

Mordechai Vanunucontinued toserve an18-year
sentence for revealing informationaboutIsrael'snuctear
weapons capability imposed inasecrettrial in 1987

South Lebanon

At least nine Lebanese, one Syrian and two Palestinian
cwvilians werekilled, most as a result of deliberate or
indiscriminate attacks on civilians by Israeli forces.
Before Israel's withdrawal from south Lebanon in May,
Hizbullahlaunched rocketattacks against civilian areas
innorthern Israel.

Prior to the Israeli withdrawal, Lebanese nationals
continued to be detained outside any legal framework
in Khiam detention centre where conditions were
cruel, inhuman and degrading and torture was
systematic. After the Israeli withdrawal, residents of
Khiam village stormed the detention centre and
released all remaining 144 detainees
&3 SulaymanRamadanwasarrested in September 1985,
One of his legs was amputated asaresult of lack of
medical care after hisarrest. During his interrogation he
wasbeaten and givenelectric shocks. He wasdetained
without charge or trial until his release in May 2000.

In October Hizbullahannounced the capture of three
Israeli soldiers and one Israeli businessman and said
that they would be exchanged forLebanese and other
Arabprisoners held in Israel. None had had access to
the International Commttee of the Red Cross (ICRC) by
the end of the year.

During the Israeli withdrawal about 6,000 Lebanese
nationals, including about 2,000 former members of
the SLAand their relatives, fled to Israel where they
were given the right toreside and work.

House demolitions

Atleasteight houses in the West Bankand 23 houses in
EastJerusalem were demolished because their owners
had failed to obtain building permits from the Israeli
authorities. [n adiscriminatory policy apparently aimed
atstopping Palestinians building in East Jerusalem or in
areas of the West Bank under Israeli control, building
permitswere consistently refused to Palestinians.

Human rights abuses against trafficked
women

Women trafficked from the countries of the former
Soviet Union to work in the sex industry in [srael
continued to be subjected to human rights abuses such
as violent assauits and enslavement. The Knesset
established a special committee to investigate the
situation of trafficked women. [n July the Knesset
passed an amendment to the Penal Code, making the
buyingandselling of human beings for the purposes of
prostitution a criminal offence punishable by up to 16
years' imprisonment.

United Nations
Almadeoral atthe UNCi ionon
Human Rights in March, callingon the Israeli
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government to end torture in Khiam, and during the
Fifth SpecialSession of the UN Commission on Human
Rights in October callingon the Israeli government to
endexcessive use of lethal force.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

« Israel: Human rights abuses of women trafficked from
countnes of the former Soviet Union into Israel's sex
industry (Al Index: MDE 15/017/2000)

« Israel/Lebanon: Attacks on Lebanese civilians in south
Lebanon by Israeli forces (Al Index: MDE
02/006/2000)

« Israel and the Occupied Territories: Excessive use of
lethal force (Al Index: MDE 15/041/2000)

« Israel and the Occupied Territories: Mass arrests and
police brutality (Al Index: MDE 15/058/2000)

Visits

Al delegates visited Israel and the Occupied Territones in

April, October and November and met IDF and other

officials.

ITALY

ITALIAN REPUBLIC

Head of state: Carlo Azeglio Ciampi

Head of government: Giuliano Amato (replaced
Massimo D'Alema in April)

Capital:Rome

Population: 57.2 million

Official language: Italian

Death penalty: abolitiorist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children's Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional
Protocol tothe UN Women's Convention

There werenumerous allegations of ill-treatment by
law enforcement and prison officers, some of them
relating to previousyears.Therewere reports of
detainee and prisoner deaths in disputed
circumstances. Criminal investigations were opened
orcontinued into many such incidents. Two
paratroopers were convicted in connection with
human rightsviolations committed by Italian troops
participating in a multinational peace-keeping
operation in Somaliainthe 1990s. Seven former
members of the Argentine armed forces were
sentenced in absentia in connection with the
abduction and murder of Italian citizens during the
years of military rule in Argentina, while another
Argentine military officer, detained in connection
with the abduction and torture of a French citizen,
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was released and allowed to return home, amid
international protest. A controversial verdict of
1995, which had found three men guilty of
participation in a politically motivated murder in
1972, was confirmed foliowing judicial review, thus
ending judicial proceedings which had lasted 12
years and whose fairness had been repeatedly called
into question. The government pressed onwitha
program of reforms in the justice system, including
measures aimed at strengthening fairtrial
guarantees for defendants in criminal proceedings,
and in theprisonsystem, aimed atthe eventual
improvement of conditions.

Ill-treatment and shootings by law
enforcement officers

There were frequent allegations of law enforcement
officers physically assaulting detainees. Although the
allegations related to both [talian and foreign
nationals, many of the victims were of African origin or
Roma. Criminal investigations were under way intoa
number of complaints of ill-treatment, and into several
fatal shootings of unarmed suspects by police and
carabirzeriofficers, including those of two i7-year-old
youths— Mourad Fikri, a Moroccan national, shot dead
by Rome police in May, and Mario Castellano, shot dead
by Naples police in July.

In September the Salerno Public Prosecutor's
Officerequested that a carabinierecorporal be charged
with the murder of Mohammed Ahdiddou, a 24-year-old
unarmed Moroccan shot in January, and that six other
carabinieribe charged with per jury for lying about the
circumstances of the shooting

The Palermo Chief of Police apologized to Leontine
Koadjo, from Céte d'Ivoire, for her treatment inside the
Aliens Bureau attached to Palermo police headquarters
in April. Criminal and disciplinary proceedings were
opened against an officer who apparently subjected
her to an unprovoked physical assault after she asked
for information. She required hospital treatment for a
facial fracture.

Torture/ ll-treatment in prisons

Tensionwas highin prisonsanddetentioncentres for
aliens with frequent and widespread protests
prompted largely by unsatisfactory conditions, in some
instances amounting to cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment. Severe overcrowding persisted, together
with reports of inadequate medical assistance, poor
sanitation and other connected problems, including
highrates of suicide, attempted suicide and self -
inflicted injuries. Numerous allegations of ill-treatment
by prison officersemerged, in some cases amounting to
torture, along with reports of a number of prisoner
deaths in disputed circumstances. Criminal
investigations were opened or continued into many
suchincidents. Fears expressed in previous years—
that the failure tocarry out thorough investigations
into alleged tortureand ill-treatment by prison
officers, and to bring those responsible swiftly to
justice, might be creating a climate of impunity—
appeared justified,
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& In April, the EuropeanCourt of Human Rights
found ltaly guilty of failing tocarry out a “thorough and
effectuve investigation into the credible allegations” of
ill-treatment by Pianosa prison officers made by
BenedettoLabita inOctober 1993. BenedettoLabita
alleged that heand other prisoners had suffered
systematic physical and mental ill-treatment, mainly
between July and September 1992.

3 Following complaints made to the judicial
authoritiesby Bolzanoprisoninmates, 25 prison
officersand a doctor were put under investigation in
connection withallegations that between 1994 and
1999 prisoners wereregularly taken to an isolation cell
and severely beaten.

The Public Prosecutor asked for 12 prison officersto
be charged with murder and another 12 charged with
aidingand abetting in connection with thedeath of
Francesco Romeoin Reggio Calabria prison in 1997.
Autopsy and forensic tests concluded that his extensive
injuries were not consistent with a fall from a perimeter
wall duringan escape attempt, as claimed by the prison
administration, but that he died as aresultof a fractured
skull caused by blows with batons or truncheons. The
prison's duty records for the time of the incidents
apparentlydisplayedclear signs of tampering.

&3 Luigi Acquavivadied in the Sardinian prison of
Bad'eCarrosin January, within 24 hours of taking a
prison officer hostage for some four hours and placing a
noosearound his neck. Administrative and criminal
investigations, involving six prison officers and the
prison director, wereopenedinto his death following
claims that his death was not the result of suicide as the
prison administration maintained. Autopsy and
forensictestsfoundthat his body, foundhangingin a
cell, had suffered extensive traumatic injuries before
death as well as neck injuries consistent with suicide.
3 In December, the Public Prosecutor requested that
96 people be committed for trial following a criminal
investigation intoallegations thaton 3 April more than
4oinmatesof Sassari district prison, Sardinia, were
subjected to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment,
insome cases amounting to torture, by dozens of prison
officers employed in various Sardinian penal
institutions and in the presence of the prison director
and the regional director of Sardinian prisons.

Human rights violations by the Italian armed
forcesin Somalia
In January, in response to an Al request of March 1999,
the Ministry of Justice provided information about
developments in criminal proceedings opened in
connection with alleged human rights violations
committed by members of the armed forces
participating ina multinational peace-keeping
operation in Somalia in 1993 and 1994. The Ministry
stated that a request by the Milan Public Prosecutor for
investigations concerning the alleged rape and murder
of a Somali boy in March 1994 to be closed without
further action was awaiting decision by a judge of
preliminary investigation.

The Ministry also indicated that, although ajudicial
investigation had established thataSomaliwoman had
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beengang-rapedat the Demonio checkpoint in
Mogadishu, it had notbeen possible to identify the
perpetrators or thevictimand thus the Livorno judge of
preliminary investigation hadordered the closure of
those proceedings. Proceedings against an officer
accused of raping a Somali woman inside the former
Italian embassy in Mogadishu and proceedings
regarding allegations thatin June 1993 soldiers had
unlawfully shot and killed three Somali citizens on
board a vehicle were also closed owingto lack of
concrete evidence. The Ministry said that the outcome
of three furtherproceedings, including those
concerning Aden Abukar Ali, photographed while
Italian soldiers were attaching electrodes to his body,
were still awaited.

In April, LivornoTribunal tried and sentenced a
former paratrooper to (8 months’ suspended
imprisonment for abusing his authority and, pending
the outcome of connected civil proceedings, made him
provisionally liable to the payment of 30 million lire
(US$14.000)to Aden Abukar Ali. A second officer
apparently received a lower sentence after plea-
bargaining

Universal jurisdiction over crimes against
humanity

InDecember, Rome Courtof Assizes sentenced two
Argentine generals to life imprisonment and five other
formermembers of the Argentine armed forces to 24
years'imprisonment, following their trial inabsentiain
connection with the abductionand murder of seven
Italian citizens and the kidnapping of the child of one
them during the years of military rule in Argentina
(1976-1983). The trial was theresult of investigations
opened by the Italian judiciary in 1983, following
complaints lodged by relatives of "disappeared” Italian
citizens.

Several other criminal proceedings, at various stages
of investigation, were under way into complaints of
human rights violations committed against Italian
citizensby the Argentine security forces and as a resuit
of past collaboration between the Argentine security
forces and those of several other South American
countries.

In August, former Argentine military officer Jorge
Olivera wasarrested in Rome on an international
warrantissued by France for the abduction and torture
of aFrenchcitizen in Argentina in 1976. However, in
S ber, while full ofafrench
extradition request wasstill pending, the Rome Appeal
Courtordered his release, on the grounds that the
crimes of which he was accused were subject toa
statute of limitations. He immediately returnedto
Argentina, The Procurator General appealedagainst
the Court’s decision, the Minister of Justice announced
an internal disciplinary investigation into the conduct
of the Appeal Court judges and the Public Prosecutor
opened an investigation into apparently faise
information presented to the Court by Jorge Olivera.

Al expressed extreme concernat the court's

decision, pointingout that, under international law, the

scale and magnitude of human rights violations
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committed under military rule in Argentina constitute
crimes against humanity and, therefore, cannot be
subject to statutes of limitation.

Adriano Sofri, Giorgio Pietrostefani and
OvidioBompressi

InjJanuary, Venice Appeal Courtconfirmeda 1995
verdict by the Milan Appeal Court which had sentenced
Adriano Sofri, Giorgio Pietrostefani and Ovidio
Bompressi— three leadingmembers of the former
extra-parliamentary left-wing group Lotta Continua—
to 22-year prisonsentences for participation in the
killing of police commissioner Luigi Calabresiin Milan
in1972. The 1995 sentence hadresulted in their
imprisonmentin January 1997, afternine years of
judicial proceedings and seven trials.

Al hadrepeatedly expressed concernat the
excessive length and complexity of the proceedings, as
well as serious doubts about therr fairness, including
theextenttowhich the final verdict reliedon the
uncorroborated evidence of a pentito(a person
benefiting from remission of sentence in return for
collaboration with the judicial authorities), whose
testimony contained contradictions and inaccuracies.

The courtorderedthe reimprisonment of the
defendantswhose sentences had been suspended
following an August 199g ruling that their application
forajudicial review of the January 1995sentence was
admissible. Adriano Sofri was reimprisoned
immediately while Giorgio Pietrostefani and Ovidio
Bompressi wentinto hiding. In March Ovidio Bompressi
surrendered voluntarily to the judicial authorities and,
afterbrief reimprisonment, was granted a suspension
of his sentence on health grounds. Giorgio
Pietrostefani re-emerged in France where he had right
of legal residence.

In October, when the Supreme Court examined an
appeal lodged against the January judgment, the
Procurator General's Office asked it to annul the Venice
Judgment and order new review proceedings, However,
the court rejected the appeal

Atthe end of the year the three men were pursuing a
petition against Italy with the European Commission of
Human Rights, claiming violations of the European
Convention on Human Rights

Al country reports

* Concernsin Europe, January-June 2000: Italy
(Al Index: EURO1/003/2000)

* L'ltalia e i dirittr umani(Italyand Human Rights)
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JAMAICA

JAMAICA

Head of state: Queen Elizabeth |1, represented by
Howard Felix Cooke

Head of government: Percival James Patterson
Capital: Kingston

Population: 25 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the
nvolvement of children in armed conflict; Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court

Reports of police brutality and excessive use of force
continued. Atleast 140 people were killed by the
police, often in disputed circumstances. At least 45
people were on death row. The Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council (the final court of appeal for
Jamaica) commuted the death sentences of six
prisoners in a ruling that will also be binding on
many other nations using the death penalty in the
English-speaking Caribbean.

Background

The economic situation remained dire with large
sections of society living below the poverty level, and
economic development continued to be hindered by
the high level of external debt. Jamaican society
continued to sufferfroman extremely high level of
violence. More than 8so people were reportedly
murdered in 2000, including 12 police officers

In May, the Court of Appeal ruled that the indefinite
detention of children at the Governor General's
pleasure was unconstitutional.

Alegal aidscheme forpeopleunable to pay for legal
counsel was established, and police officers were given
training in the legal aid regulations, including the rights
of all detained or arrested people to legal aid and
representation.

Brutality by the security forces

There were at least 140 killings by the security forces,
especially the police, many of which resulted in
disturbances and tension in communities. There were
several apparent extrajudicial executions.

In August the government of the United Kingdom
withheld an export licence for the sale ofsoo hand guns
to the Jamaican police, citing concern about human
rights violations by the police, including the very high
incidence of fatal police shootings. The government of
the USA also withheld the transfer of equipment, citing
similar concerns.

Shootings

In several cases, witnesses and relatives of victims of
police shootingswerereportedly subjected to
intimidation and death threats. In September, following
protestsabout escalating crime levels, the Prime
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Minister established a new police anti-crime unit. By
November there were several reports that the unit had
committed extrajudicial executions

©3 0On 19 September, Williams Richards, a criminat
suspect, was shot and killed in Kingston by members of
the police unit, in anapparent extrajudicial execution.
When Al delegates visited the siteseveral hoursafter
the shooting, forensic evidence had been disturbed and
removed. Family members were subsequently denied
permission to view the body. The Bureau of Special
Investigations (BSI) stated that it had initiated an
investigation, but there had been no ruling on whether
chargesshould be filed at the end of 2000

Arbitrary and illegal arrests, searches and detention
werereported, often in the context of curfews which
continued to beimposedinsome areas. lll-treatmentin
police custody remained widespreadand incidents of
torture were documented. Conditions in police custody
remained harsh and in many cases amounted to cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment. Access to medical
attention, relatives and legal aid was frequently
denied. In August, government officials told Al that
children were no longer being detained in police lock-
ups. However, in September, Alinterviewed a i17-year-
old in Hunts Bay police lock-up. There were a number of
reported deaths in police custody.

&3 In November, a man was reportedly arbitrarily
detained and tortured foraweek. During this ime he
was subjected to a mock execution, was continually
keptin handcuffs and wasbeatenuntil his eardrums
burst.

Prisons

In February, soldiers replaced the majority of prison
officers, who were removedand indicted after strike
action in protestat the reappointment of the
Commissioner of Corrections. The Commissioner of
Correctionsrecommended therelease of prisoners
serving sentences of six months or less torelieve
severe overcrowding. The authorities failed toprevent
violencebetween inmates and at least 13 prisoners
werekilled. One was reportedly beheaded by fellow
prisoners.

3 InMay, a mass beating of a reported 300 prisoners
over several days by soldiers and prison wardens in St
Catherine's District Prison resulted in injuries including
hand, ribs, feet and skull fractures, and broken teeth.
Reportsindicated that the prisoners were beaten with
batonsand baseball bats, rifles and ironsand thatsome
werestrangled with cord and rubber belts. At leastioo
injured prisoners were reportedly deniedmedical
attention until the Head of Medical Services in the
prisonpublicly condemned the incident. In September,
he was transferred to another prison by the
Commissioner of Corrections, who cited concerns for
his safety as justification. In June, the authorities
establisheda Commission of Inquiry whose terms of
reference included investigating the May events. There
were reports of retaliatory beatings against at least
three prisoners who testified at the Inquiry, None of the
officials allegedly involved wereremovedfromduty. In
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September, the Commissioner of Corrections told Al
that8o prison personnel had since been transferred.
The Commission had not reported its findings at the
end of 2000.

Investigations

By September, the BSI had completed 86 investigations
into police shootings since its inception in 1999. in 1o
cases, therewere subsequent rulings that police officers
involved in shootings should face criminal charges.

In March the Director of Public Prosecutions declined
to file charges against police or army officersinvolvedin
thekilling of Michael Gayle in August 1999, on the
grounds that the evidence failed toidentify the
individuals responsible. The Minister for National
Security and Justice ordered that the investigation be
reopened. No charges hadbeen filed by the end of 2000.

In February, the Prime Minister appointed a
Commusston of Inquiry to investigate the forced removal
andill-treatment of homeless people in Montego Bay in
July 1999 and ordered the reopening of police
investigations. In May a police officer was granted
immunity from prosecution in exchange for his
testimony before the Commission of Inquiry. The
Commission’s recommendations, published in
September, included compensation for 18 of the victims
and the amendment of legislation regulating
Commissions of Inquiry tostrengthen their powers. The
Commissionidentified six police officers nvolved in the
removal but was unable toidentfy other officials. The
findings omitted reference to evidence that two
homeless people had disappeared, presumeddead, after
the incident. By the end of the year compensation had
not been paid andno criminal charges had been filed.

No charges had been brought at the end of 2000
against any of those involved in the 1997 killings of 16
inmates in St Catherine’s District Prison. The
Commissioner of Corrections informed Al that no
disciplinary action had been taken against any prison
officers in connection with this event.

Death penalty
At least 45 prisoners remained on death row and the
courtscontinued to impose death sentences,

In September, the judicial Committee of the Privy
Council {(JCPC) in the United Kingdom —the final court
of appeal for Jamaica— commuted the death sentences
of six prisoners in the case of Neville Lewis and others.
The JCPC ruled that the procedures for deciding
whether prisoners should be granted clemency should
be opened to legal scrutiny; that executions cannot
occur while the prisoner has an appeal pending before
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; and that the
1ssue of whether prison conditions have a bearing upon
executions beingcarriedout should be investigated
further. The decision will be binding on other Caribbean
states that have the JCPC as their final court of appeal.

Threatsto human rights defenders

Human rights defenders were threatened.

&3 In August attorney Dahlia Allen fled the country
after receiving telephone death threats. She had
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previously represented homeless people ill-treatedby
thepolice in Montego Bay and prisoners beateninMay
atStCatherine's District Prison. DahliaAllenalso
allegedthat her telephone hadbeentapped The Prime
Minister strongly refuted these allegations in ameeting
with Alin September.

&3 InMayand June, two members of the organization
Jamaicans for Justice receiveddeath threats in a series
of anonymous phone calls.

Al country report and visits

Report

« Jamaica:The killing of Michaei Gayle — authorities yet
to hold police and army officers accountable (Al Index:
AMR 38/002/2000)

Visits

Al visited Jamaica in February and August to conduct

research. In September Al's Secretary General held talks

with the Prime Minister and members of the Cabinet, the

Commissioner of Police, the Director of Public

Prosecutions and the Commissioner of Corrections. Al's

Secretary General visited several placesof detention,

including death row.

JAPAN

JAPAN

Head of state: Emperor Akihito

Head of government: Mori Yoshiro (replaced Obuchi
Keizoin June)

Capital: Tokyo

Population: 126.1 million

Official language: Japanese

Death penalty: retentionist

Three people were executed in 2000 and more than
100 prisoners remained under sentence of death.
Therewere no reforms in the Daiyo Kangoku system
of pre-trial detention. There were further reports of
illtreatment by immigration officials during
interrogation of foreign nationals, and reports of ill-
treatment and extortion by private security staff
attached to a detention facility known as the
Landing Prevention Facility at Narita Airport. The
refugee recognition system remained secretive,
arbitrary and harsh.

Background

The death of Prime Minister Obuchi Keizo in May led to
general elections in June, which saw the return to
power of the ruling coalition of the Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP), the Komeito Party and the Conservative
Party, but with areduced majority. The vulnerable
position of Prime Minister Mori Yoshiro of the LDP was

141




JAP

further weakenedby the resignation of his closest aide,
Chief Cabinet Secretary Nakagawa Hidenao, in October,
and by a no-confidence motion initiated by one of the
LDP factions in November, which the government
narrowly survived. In early December there was a
cabinetreshuffle.

In May and in December, the National Assembly
passed a number of anti-crime laws, including a bill (in
December) that lowered theage of criminal
responsibility fromi6 to 14.

Thejuly G-8 summitheld in Okinawa was dominated
by theimprovementin North-SouthKoreanrelations.
Talks between Japanese and North Korean officials
resumedfor the first time since 1998. Japan gave food aid
toNorthKorea, ignoring domestic protestsover alleged
abductions of Japanese nationals by North Koreans.

Death penalty
There were three executions on 30 November 2000.
About 15 death sentences were passed, including five
onmembers of the religious cult formerly known as
Aum Shinrikyo. Execution is by hanging. The prisoner is
informed that the execution will take place just hours in
advance, denyingthe prisoner the chance toinform
relatives or lawyers

At the end of December, more than 100 prisoners
were under sentence of death and about 52 of them
had had their sentence of death confirmed by the
Supreme Court. Prison conditions on deathrow
amounted to cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment. Many prisoners had been held in solitary
confinement for a decade or more. They had limited
contact with the outsideworld and no contact with
other prisoners.
3 GovindaPrasad Mainali, a Nepalese national who
was charged with murder in March 1997, was acquitted
in April 2000 by the Tokyo District Court. He continued
to be detained after being acquitted. The acquittal was
overturned by the Tokyo High Court following appeals
from the prosecution, and he wassentencedto life
imprisonment on 22 December. Al publicly expressed
concern at his continued detention after acquittal and
at the trend of prosecution appeals to the High Court
against acquittals by lower courts, particularly in death
penalty cases.

he Datyo Kango!usystem of pre-trial detention

continued despite criticisms from the UN Human Rights
Committee. Suspects may be held for up to 23 days in
policedetention cellsduring which timetheyare
closelymonitored, and are questioned for long periods
by several police interrogators. There are no legal
regulations governing police interrogation procedures
and no provision for court-appointed lawyers for
criminal suspects prior to indictment. Interrogations
are not recorded or videotaped nor are defence
lawyers allowed to be present during the
interrogations. Manydetainees confess during this
initial detentionperiod. Some have reportedly been
beatenand many have alleged that they were tricked
into believing that if they confessed the detention
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would end. The forced confessions have been usedin
courtasevidence.

It was reported in December that a suspect
detained on charges of rape and murder had been held
under the Daiyo Kangokusystem repeatedly for more
than two months. This prolonged period of detention,
surveillance and interrogation was made possible by
police charging him with different, allegedly unrelated
crimes. Therewere allegations that the suspect was
being coerced to confess to an unrelated crime.

Abuses, including beatings, were reportedly

committed by private security staff attached toa
detention centre, the Landing Prevention Facility at
Narita International Airport, against individuals
refusedentry to Japan. Moneywas reportedly extorted
from detamnees to pay for "room and board” at the
detention centre, and those who did comply were strip-
searched or beaten. Despite being under the
Jurisdiction of theimmigrationauthorities, there was
noreportedaction against the guards responsible or
the private company thatemployed them.

In June, two Tunisian men, Thameur Mouez and
Thameur Hichm, were reportedly hit on the face, held
down, kicked and denied medical attention at the
Landing Prevention Facility.

&3 AChinese national was reportedly beaten until his
skull was fractured by an immigration official, during
interrogation in August. The official, whospoke no
Chinese, conducted the interrogation alone, although
the Chinese man did not speak Japanese.

Requirements under the UN Convention against Torture
Japan was due to submit its initial report to the UN
Committee against Torture in July 2000, having acceded
to the UN Convention against Torture in 1999. However,
the report had not been submitted by the end of 2000.

Asylum-seekers

Some 216 asylum-seekers applied for refugee status in
2000. About 138 were rejected and about22 asylum-
seekers were recognized as refugees. The process ts
verysecretive, and rejections are never fully explained
and do not take into account the risk the asylum-seeker
could faceif deported. Many asylum-seekers were
detained in immigration detention centres for long
periods. There were reports of tll-treatment of
detainees inimmigration detention centres, including
inadequate medical facilities.

Therewere fears that tens of potential asylum-
seekers were deportedafter being detained in facilities
where they were denied access to lawyers and to
information about refugee detemination procedures.

Revisions to Juvenile Law

AJuvenile Revision Bill was passedby the Diet
(Parliament) which includes provisions to lower the
minimum age atwhich suspects can be held criminally
responsible for theiractionsfromi6 to i4. These
revisions constitute the first major amendment to the
Juvenile Law since it came into effectin 1949. Under the
amendments, family courts would have the option of
sending children as young as 14 toface criminal trials as
adults, Already, juvenite offenders have to undergo
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long hours of questioning for up to 23 days under the
Daiyo Kangokusystem with limited access to family
membersand lawyers.

Al visits

An Al delegation visited Japan in March. In early
December a high-level Al delegation visited Japan and
discussed Al's long-standing concerns with government
munisters and representatives of leading political parties.

JORDAN

HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN

Head of state: King 'Abdallah bin Hussein
Head of government: 'Ali Abu Ragheb (replaced
'Abd al-Ra’'uf Rawabdeh in June)

Capital: Amman

Population: 4.7 million

Official language:Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict

Hundreds of people, including prisoners of
conscience, were arrested forpolitical reasons. Trials
of most of those charged with political of fences
continued to be heard before a State Security Court
where procedures did not meet international fairtrial
standards. Reports continued of torture or ill-
treatment of detainees by members of the security
services. There were reports of the refoulement
(forcible return) of asylum-seekers at risk of serious
human rights violations. At least 10 people were
executed and at least 12 people were sentenced to
death. Four people were unlawfully killed by public
security police. There were at least 21 cases offamily
killings (also known as "honour" killings).

Background

InMarch a Royal Human Rights Commissionheaded by
Queen Rania was established. In June ‘Ali Abu Ragheb
became Prime Minister and Minister of Defence. Al
wrote to thenew government and the Human Rights
Commission about itsconcerns.

Abill to allow the opening of private radio and
television stations, ending the state's media monopoly,
was endorsed by the House of Representatives and
Parliament in September.

Arrests and incommunicado detention

More than 1,700 people werearrested during 2000 for
political reasons. Many were held in prolonged
incommunicado detention by the General [ntelligence
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Department (GID). Some were later released without
chargeandothersbroughtto trial.

&3 Attheendof 1999 and beginning of 2000, 15
membersof the outlawed Islamist Hizbal-Tahrir [i-
Urdun, Liberation Party in Jordan, were arrested. They
were charged with membership of an illegal party and
distribution of seditious leaflets, and sentenced to up
to 18 months' imprisonment. They were prisoners of
conscience.

€3 Sixteen people from Irbid who were arrested at the
end of 1999 by the GID, apparently suspected of links
with Islamist groups, were held forbetween 3s and so
days with no access to lawyers or family before being
released without charge.

&3 Around 700 people were arrested between
October and December after demonstrations in
support of the Palestinian intifada. Most were
released after a few days or weeks of Incommunicado
detention. Otherswere brought before the State
Security Courtand charged with offences such as
incitingriots.

Torture/ ill-treatment

Reports of torture and ill-treatment at the hands of
security and prison services continued to be received.
Most of the victims were held incommunicado in the
GID's Wadi Sir detention centre.

©3 Sixteen people arrested inconnection with the
groupal-Oa’eda(the base) were held in prolonged
incommunicado detention of up to three months at the
GID detention centre and reportedly beaten. At least
three were moved into solitary confinementfor up to
two months, apparently as a punishment. Relatives and
lawyers reported that they saw marks of torture on the
prisoners’ bodies when they were finally allowed to visit
them.Duringtheirtrials, the defendants stated theyhad
beensubjected to torture, including shabeh (suspending
the victim by the feet with arms tied behind theback)and
beatings whichincluded falaga (beatings on thesoles of
the feet). They alleged that confessions were extracted
from them under duress. No investigation of their
allegations wasapparently carriedout.

Death in custody

&5 Amjad Salem Ahmad Smadi died in police custody
in July in circumstances that suggested that torture or
ill-treatment may have caused or hastened his death.
Although a Commission of Inquiry was set up to
investigate the circumstancessurroundinghis death,
the findings had not been made public by the end of
theyear.

Unfair trials

Trialsof political detainees continued before the State
Security Court, a court which almost invariably used
panels of military judges and failed to provide adequate
safeguards for fair trials.

3 InSeptember, 16 people were convicted for alleged
involvement with al-Oa‘eda. They were found guilty of,
among other things, plottingto carry out bomb attacks
inJordan, manufacturing explosives and recruiting
people to carry outattacks on Jewish and American
targets. Death sentences were passed on Khader Abu
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Hosher and Usama Husni Kamel Sammar. They claimed
that their confessionshad been extracted under
duress. Throughout the trial period serious restrictions
were imposed on communication betweenthe
defendants and their lawyers, allowing them tomeet
only in the presence of the security forces

Refugees

Al received reports ofthe refoulement(forcible return)
of Libyan and Iraqi asylum-seekers to countries where
they were at risk of human rights violations.

&5 InMarchuptoeightLibyans resident in Jordan were
removed from Jordan to Libya where there were grave
concerns about their safety. In May, Al received reports
that 'Abd al-Nasir Ahmad Tlaimon, a Libyan asylum-
seeker, had been forcibly returned to Libya. He had been
detained in Jordan in April, possibly in connection with
theeight Libyans, after his application for asylum had
been refused. Al has been unable toconfirm his fate.

Death penalty

Tenexecutions were carried out during 2000 and at
least 12 death sentences were passed

&5 In December Bilal Musa was hanged in Swaqa
prison. He had been sentenced to death in April for
1t murders. In July the Court of Cassation upheld the
conviction and death sentence. Bilal Musa had
admitted to one of the murders and claimed to have
been tortured to confess to the others

Unlawful killings
Duringtheyear police carried out at least four unlawful
killings
&5 InMarch Public Security police killed three
members of the Bedu/tribe in Umm Sayhun (and
wounded four others) during clashes between the
Bedul and the police over the bulldozing of a house
built some years ago. allegedly on state land. Al
received reports that all but one of the demonstrators
killedand wounded were children under the age of 16.
The Ministry of the Interior issued statements of
concernat the killings and immediately set up a
Commission of Inquiry into the deaths. However, Al
remained concerned that the Inquiry was to consist of
government officials and would be headed by a
member of the Public Security police. By the end of
2000 nofindingshad beenmade public.

Familyor’honour’ killings

There were atleast 21 family or "honour” killings during
the year. The Upper House voted torepeal Article 340 of
the Penal Code (which exempts from penalty males who
murder wives or female relatives on grounds of
adultery or reduces the penalty if the victim s found in
an "adulteroussituation”). However, the repeal was
later rejected by the Lower House.

&3 InFebruary, 34-year-old Samir Ayed was sentenced
toone year in prison by the Amman Court for killing his
32-year-old sister, Hanan, in 1999. The court ruled that
he should benefitfrom Article 98 of the Penal Code
which diminishes the sentence for crimes committed in
a"fitof rage” caused by an unlawful or dangerous act
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on the part of the victim. The prison term was
immediately reduced to half because the vicum's family
dropped charges against their son.

Forcible exile
Four leaders of Hamas who were forcibly exiled by
Jordan to Qatar during 1999 remained in exile.

KAZAKSTAN

REPUBLIC OF KAZAKSTAN

Head of state: Nursultan Nazarbayev

Head of government: KasymzhomartTokayev
Capital: Astana

Population: 16.2 million

Official language: Kazak

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treatyratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention

Reports of torture and ill-treatment in police custody
and pre-trial detention continued unabated, despite
official initiatives to combat corruption and to
reform the judicial and penal systems. Kazakstan
continued to come under pressure from China to
forcibly return ethnic Uighurs from Xinjiang Uighur
Autonomous Region (XUAR).

In April President Nursultan Nazarbayev publicly
admittedthat the torture or ill-treatment of suspects
and detainees by law enforcement officers was
widespread and routine. He reportedly accused law
enforcement officers of using torture methods that
"can surprise the most out-and-out sadists” such as
scalding detainees with a hot iron and pouring ice-cold
waterover them in freezing weather

The Kazakstan International Bureau for Human
Rights and Rule of Law (KIBHR), an independentnon-
governmental human rights organization, publicizeda
number of cases of alleged torture in police custody.
Most of the detainees claimed that they were severely
beaten, choked, handcuffedto radiators, or had plastic
bags orgasmasksplacedover theirheads to force them
todivulge information, According to KIBHR, at the
beginning of the year three police officers were
convicted of beating detainees in order to extract
confessions from them
Irina Cherkasovaalleged that she was tortured by
some 12 police of ficers at the Abaysk District Office of
Internal Affairs in the city of Chimkent in southern
Kazakstan in order to force her to confess tomurder.
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Irna Cherkasova was reportedly beaten with sticks,
books, keysand a plastic bottle filled with water;
sexually assaulted with a stick; beaten with an
instrument that was connected to an electric current
which caused excruciating head pains; handcuffed to a
radiator overnight; deprived of sleep for threenights;
and raped. She was convicted of murder after the court
failed to take her allegations of torture into
consideration. She reportedly continued tosuffer from
recurringheadaches, a stammer and badly diminished
eyesightas a result of torture.

Forcible deportations

The murder of two policemen and a subsequent
shoot-out in Almaty in September between Kazak
police and alleged ethnic Uighur separatists
heightened concerns that China was increasing its
pressure on the Kazak authorities to forcibly return
ethnic Uighurs to China, where they were at risk of
human rights violations.

&3 Itwasfeared thatHemitMemetand liyas Zordun
were atimminent risk of execution. They had been
deported from Kazakstan toChina in February 1999 and
imprisoned in XUAR. Reportswere received that they
had beenexecutedin August 1999. However, unofficial
sourcesreported in late 1999 that Hemit Memet and llyas
Zordunwerebelieved to be still in secret detention.

Al country report

« Concerns in Europe, January— june 2000: Kazakstan
(Al index: EUR 01/003/2000)
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KENYA

REPUBLIC OFKENYA

Head of state and government: Daniel arap Moi
Capital: Nairobi

Population: 28.7 million

Official languages: English, Swahili

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optionai
Protocol tothe UN Children's Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict; African
Charter on the Rights and Welfare ofthe Child

Scoreso fprisoners o fconscience were arrested and
held for short periods after police stopped public
meetings, theatre performances and peaceful
demonstrations by human rights groups, politicians
and others, sometimesviolently. One human rights
defenderwas killed in suspicious circumstances.
Torture of criminal suspects by security officials
continued, resulting in a number of deaths in
custody, including six prisoners on death row. Scores
of killings by security officialsin circumstances
suggesting possible extrajudicial executions were
reported. Prison conditions remained harsh. At least
25 people were sentenced to death and more than
1,000 people were reported to be under sentence of
death at the end of 2000.

Background

Thereport of the UN Special Rapporteur on torture on
his 1999 mission to Kenya stated that the use of torture
by lawenforcementofficials was widespread and
systematic, primarily to obtain information or
confessions, butalso as meansof carrying out
extrajudicial punishments. Recommendations by the
Special Rapporteur included not allowing confessions
to the police to be admissible evidence in court and the
abolition of corporal punishment.

Thegovernment announced that all the
recommendations in the report would be implemented
In October the Criminal L.aw Amendment Bill was
published, which included the above recommendations,
together with a bill to establish an independent Human
Rights Commission with the power to investigate human
rights violations and visit prisons and other places of
detention. However, concern was expressed that
members of the Commission would be appointed by the
President. A Domestic Violence (Family Protection) Bill
was alsopublished, which would strengthen thelegal
protection of womenand children. While these
proposed legislative reforms were welcomed, human
rights organizations questioned whether, without
appropriate resources and training, they wouldresultin
any real changes inpractice, especially inpoorrural
areas where human rights groups engaging in civic
education programs are harassed

In July the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
renewed loans toKenyathathad been suspended since
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1997. Conditions imposed by the IMF included reforms
to the judiciary and anti-corruption measures.

There was continued heated debate over what form
the processof constitutional reform should take. In July
theConstitution of Kenya (Amendment) Bill was
passed, to enable the appointment of 15 Commissioners
toreview the Constitution. Opposition members of
parliament opposed the Bill and supported the parallel
review process set up in 1999 by religiousleadersand
others to challenge parliament’s control of
constitutional reform

Severe drought in parts of Kenya resulted in tensions
between differentcommunities searching for grazing
and water for their animals. In May fighting between
the Somali and Borana communuties led to scores of
killings. The Kenyan army was accused of
indiscriminate use of force when anarmy helicopter
shotatraiders in an operation to stop the fighting,

More than 25,000 people were forced to leave their
homes in the Wajir area near the Ethsopian borderafter
armed cross-border clashes in December.

Reports of torture by police officers remained
widespreadduring 2000, although the number of police
officersarrestedfor human rights violations increased.
There were also reports of torture by vigilante groups
permitted by some Provincial Commissioners to arrest,
detain and interrogate criminal suspects.

&3 InOctobera 16-year-old girl who was being held for
alleged possession of illicit alcohol in Eshirakwe Chiefs’
camp, Kakamega district, WesternProvince, was
reportedlyraped by an administrative police officer
who removed her from the cells and took her to his
house overnight. The girl alleged that he threatened to
kill her if she reported the rape. Relatives complained
ofharassment by officials from the Chiefs' camp after
they reported the alleged tortureto the police.
Shootings

Scores of people including several children were shot
and injured by police officers during police attempts to
arrest criminal suspects.

3 In January, seven-year-old Chesoritich Kalomermoi
was reportedly shotand seriously injured by police
officers who fired into her family's home in Baringo, Rift
Valley Province, inan attempt toarrest her father

3 In April, 18-year-old Muslima Abdi Owl was shot and
injuredby policeofficers whoopened fire on women
and children protesting about the allocation of land in
Garissa town, North Eastern province. Theauthorities
accused the women of throwing stones at the police.
Deaths in custody

Atleast 15 people died in custody during 2000 as a
result of tortureby police and prison officers.

3 In April Sophia NyaguthiiMbogo, who was four
months pregnant, reportedly died from torture after
she had been detained for three days by police. She was
held nitially at Kagio police postand then at Baricho
police station onsuspicion of theft. A post-mortem
reportedly indicated that she died of internal bleeding
and thatalmost half her body was covered in bruises.
Under Kenyan law she should have been charged within
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24hoursor released. A police officer was subsequently
arrested.

&3 InSeptember, six prisoners on death row at
King'ong'oprison, Nyeri, Central Province, died during
anescapeattempt. The initial police report stated that
they had been shot by prison officers to prevent their
escape. Prisonofficers alleged that they had died as a
result of falling from the eight-metre high perimeter
fence. A post-mortem revealed that none of the bodies
had bullet wounds and gave the cause of death as falling
froma height. TheAttorney General ordered an inquest,
whichopenedin December. Human rights groups and
others alleged that the prisoners had been beatento
deathand thatthe authorities were attempting a cover-
up. A second independent post-mortem indicated that
the bodies hadbeensubject torepeated blunttrauma,
Injuries that were not consistent with a fall. The body
parts of at least one other prisoner with similar injuries
were discovered in the same grave. The body of one of
the prisoners, James Irungu Ndugo, was not found. A
report by the Commissioner of Prisons was not made
public during 2000 and no prison officers were
suspended fromduty pending investigations.

Caning

In June the government announced that corporal
punishment in schools was banned following repeated
reports of children being injured or killedas a result of
caning. An earlier ban in 1996 had notbeen enforced.
&3 In September Edwin Mogire, an 11-year-old boy,
died after reported|ly being caned by a teacher at
Nyamasakia Primary School,NyanzaProvince. The
teacher was arrested a monthlater after the boy's body
was exhumed and a post-mortem performed.

Killings by police

Police officers killed scores of people during 2000 in
whatappeared to be extrajudicial executions or
indiscriminate use of force by police officers randomly
opening fire when chasing criminal suspects. Although
several police officers werearrested, investigations
intoanumber ofkillingsappeared to be summary, with
senior police officers frequently justifying them on the
grounds that the victims were criminals.

3 InMay a police unitattached to the Criminal
Investigation Department, establishedin 1997 to
combat violent crime, was disbanded and officers were
transferred to other police stations. Members of the
squad were reported to have engaged in torture,
extrajudicial executions and violent crime. The
authorities denied this. In June, two former members
were arrested and charged with the murder of joseph
ole Pirei, after an inquest in August 1999 found he had
beenshot 10 times while unarmed.

Human rights defenders

Scores of prisoners of conscience were arrested during
2000 forshortperiodsafter public meetings, theatre
performances and peacefuldemonstrations organized
by human rights, religious, environmental and other
groups were brokenup by the police, sometimes
violently. In November the President accused some
non-governmental organizations of being agents of
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subversion ostensiblypromotingdemocracy. At least

11 people faced charges of unlawful assembly at the end
of the year. One human rights defender was killed in
suspicious circumstances.

3 InMarch, n human rightsdefenderswere arrested
while performing a play as part of a civic education
program for the Ogiek, an indigenous people living in
Tinet forest, Rift Valley Province. They were charged
with "holding an illegal meeting” and held for six days
before being released. The charges were dropped in
May. More than s,000peoplefaceeviction in Tinet,
which is the focus of a land dispute between the
government and the Ogiek.

3 In April, 63 people including nuns, students and
humanrightsdefenders were arrested during a
peaceful demonstration calling for the cancellation of
Kenya's foreign debt, organized by the Kenya Debt
Relief Network Jubilee 2000 Campaign. They were
charged with unlawful assembly and released on bail
The charges were dropped in May
3 In August Father Kaiser, a USRoman Catholic
priest, was killed in suspicious circumstances. An
outspoken advocate for human rights, in 1998 he had
given evidence which reportedly implicated several
Cabinet ministers to a judicial tnquiry set up to
investigate the causes of political violence inKenya
since 1992. At the time of his death he hadbeen
assisting an alleged rape victim to bring charges against
asenior government minister.

Political rallies

Rallies organized by politicians were violently
disrupted by the police.

&3 In August, one person was killed and many others
were injured when police and security forces broke up
a peaceful pro-democracy rally in Nairobi. Several
members of the opposition were prevented from
addressing the rally and were forcibly confined to the
Parliament buildings by armed youths who attacked them
when they attemptedto leave. Armed police surrounding
the building took no action to prevent the attacks

3 In October President Mo banned rallies by a new
pro-d racy it, My ) wa Mageuzi,
People’s Movement for Change, set up by opposition
andgovernment politicians and others. The Movement
refused toaccept the ban. InNovembera rally in
Eldoret town, Rift Valley Province, was stopped by the
police who tear gassed more than 2,000 people,
including to members of parliament, in an attempt to
prevent them reaching the rally venue.

<3 On 26 November at the Tumsifu Centre, Kisumu,
western Kenya, aboutsoyouthsviolently disrupted a
public hearing on the Kenyan Constitution, organized
by the Ufungamano Initiative which is challenging
Parliament'scontrol of Constitutional reform. The
youths, who were armed with clubs, axes and stones,
attacked participants while a police patrol reportedly
stood by and watched. A petrol bomb was thrown at Dr
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Ombaka later attempted t o lodge an official complaint,
the local head of police refused to take his statement
and physically removed him from the police station

Pressfreedom

Restrictions on freedom of expression continued
Journalists were arrested, and some were beaten
Private radio stations broadcasting in local languages
were threatened with closure, and proposed
amendments to the Books and Newspaper Act targeted
the independent press by significantly increasing the
licence bond required to start a publication

&3 In January Vitalis Musebe and Mukalo wa Kwayera,
the managing and news editors of The People, an
independent daily newspaper, were arrested and
charged under the Official Secrets Actfollowingan
articleon low morale in the army. Thecasewasstill
pending attheendof 2000

Refugees

There continued to be reports of harassment of
refugees by the police. In July over 300 people, mostly
from Somalia, were arrested in Mombassa and accused
of being illegal immigrants

Death penalty

Atleast 25 people were sentenced to death during 2000,
including a 70-year-old man and one man whose
sentence was increased by the Court of Appeal from six
years to death. More than 1,000 people were believed
to be under sentence of death. The death sentence on
onewoman wasrepealed. In October amotionin
parliamenttoabolishthedeathpenaltyfailed Only 66
members of parliament attended the debate.

Prison conditions

Prison conditions in many prisons amounted to cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment. Severe
overcrowding, food and medical shortages and lackof
cleandrinkingwater resulted in scores of deaths. Some
prisoners have reportedly been held for over five years,
awaitingtrial. The President released 10,623 prisoners
on [ndependence Day in December

&3 inMay, two members of the Mungkireligious group
on remand were forcibly removed by prison officers from
Nyeri Provincial General hospital, Central Province, after
they had been admitted by the duty doctor because of

the seriousness of their injuries. They were taken to the
dispensary inKing'ong'o prison, Nyeri, which reportedly
had no drugs or facilities to treat their injuries

Al country report and visits

Report

« Kenya: Prisons — Deaths due to torture and cruel,
inhuman and degtading conditions (Al Index: AFR
32/010/2000)

Visits

Al visited Kenya in April to attend meetings with non-

Oki Ombaka, chairperson of the People’s C
of Kenya (PCK). Theinjuredincluded membersof the
PCK and a journalist. Not only was no attempt made by
the police to stop the violence, but when Dr Oki
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gover | human rights organizations and in
Novemberto attend a post-mortem. In October a launch
meeting for Al's worldwide campaign againsttorture was
held in Nairobi.
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KOREA

(DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF)

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA
Head of state: Kim Jong Il

Head of government: Hong Song Nam

Capital: Pyongyang

Population: 23.3 million

Official language: Korean

Death penalty: retentionist

Thegovernmentofthe Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea (North Korea) ped upits dipl. icand

Inter-Korean summit

In a ground-breaking political move, the North Korean
leader held a summit in mid- June in Pyongyang with the
South Korean President, Kim Dae-jung. The outcome of
the summit was a declaration seeking eventual
reunification. A sertes of meetings betweenNorth and
South Korean officials followed and both sides agreed
to ease military tension and guarantee peace on the
Korean peninsula. Three channels of dialogue were
established between the two Koreas, on economic,
military and family reunion issues. In August, 100
separated families from both countries were briefly
reunited in Seoul. A second reunion was held at the end
of November in Seoul and Pyongyang.

t itarian crisis

trade initiatives with the outside world. Although the
food crisiswas reported to have eased slightly, North
Korear ined depend ive | i
aid. lack of access and government restrictions on the
flow of information continued to hamper independent
research, giving rise to concern that patterns of
serious human righs violations remained hidden.

on arian

Intensified diplomatic and trade links
TheNorth Korean government's diplomatic efforts
were intensified in 2000, as the country became more
engaged inregional and international affairs. In
January, Italy became the first of the Group of Seven
(G7) nations to establish full diplomattc ties with North
Korea. Diplomatic links were also established with
Australia and with the Philippines. The government
showed interest in improving ties with the USA, Japan,
Canadaand several European countries. InJuly, North
Korea joined the Association of South-East Asian
Nations (ASEAN).

North Koreaand Japan resumed talks to normalize
relations in April. However, the two countries remained
far aparton most key issues, including Japanese
compensationfor its occupation of the Korean
peninsula between 1910 and 1945, and the 10 missing
Japanese nationals who Japan believes were abducted
by North Korean agents in the 1970s and 1980s

Contacts between North Korea and the USA
accelerated. Foreign Ministers from both countries
held a meeting during the ASEAN Regional Forum in
Bangkok injJuly. In OctoberNorth Korea's Vice-
Chairman of the National Defence Commission met
President Bill Clinton. The two countries later 1ssued a
Jomnt communiqué on improving relations. In October,
US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright visited North
Korea and held talks with Kim Jong Il and other high-
ranking officials. The USA again eased sanctions against
North Korea, allowing reciprocal commercial activity,
and announced in June that it would donate more food
ad through the World Food Program. In response,
North Koreareturned the remains of 26 US servicemen
lost in action during the Korean war and promised to
freeze its missile-testing program

In May, Kim Jong || made an unprecedented state
visit to China; his first official trip abroad since he came
topowerin 994

148

Although someslightimprovement in the humanitarian
situation was reported, the food crisis remained
severe, with the country facinggravefood shortages for
the sixth consecutiveyear. Uncertainty still prevailed
as tothedistribution of food aid and the monitoring of
needs. In March, the French aid agency Action contre la
faim, Action against Hunger, pulled out of North Korea
on the grounds that "free and direct access to famine
victims is denied”

Restrictions on information

Reports suggested the existence of serious and hidden
patternsof human rights violations, including public
executions, torture,detentionof political prisoners
and inhumane prison conditions. However,
information and access to the country remained tightly
restricted, and Al was unable toverify these reports

Refugees

The food crisis led hundreds, possibly thousands, of
people tocross the border into China where their
situation was very precarious. Some were reported to
have been apprehended by Chinese and North Korean
security forces and forcibly returned to North Korea.
Little was known about what happened to the returnees
but a number of sources reported that they oftenfaced
long interrogation sessions and torture, Some
returnees weresent to prison or labour camps where
conditions were reported to be extremely harsh.

©3 In January, seven North Korean refugees, including
an3-year-oldboy, wereforcibly returned from China.
The sevenrefugeesleft NorthKoreafor Russiavia
Chinaand were recognized as refugees by the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). However, the
Russian authorities forcibly returned them to China,
whichsent them back toNorth Korea. In June, it was
reported that six of the seven refugees wereserving
"short-term prison sentences” and that the 13-year-old-
boy had been released, although Al was not able to
verify this information.

Intergovernmental organization

In1997. North Koreahad announced its "withdrawal”
fromthe International Covenanton Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR). However, in March, the government
submitted its second periodic report on its
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implementation of the ICCPR to the UN Human Rights
Commuttee. Its first report was submitted in 1984

Al country report

« Democratic People's Republic of Korea: Persecuting
thestarving~the plightof North Koreans fleeing to
China (Al Index: ASA 24/003/2000)

KOREA

(REPUBLIC OF)

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Head of state: Kim Dae-jung

Head of government: Lee Han-dong

Capital: Seoul

Population: 47.4 million

Official language: Korean

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict; Rome
Statute of the International Cnminal Court

President Kim Dae-jung's promises of domestic
political and judicial reforms, including a review of the
National Security Law and the enactment of a Human
Rights Law, were notrealized. Reports suggested that
the government had given up plans to form a National
Human Rights Commission under the Ministry of
Justice, amid continued debate about the proposed
Commission’s autonomy and powers. The number of
political prisoners in long-term detention declined, but
anumber of political prisoners were arrested and held
briefly, mostly students and activis¥ belonging to
banned pro-North Korean organizations. Most
political prisoners continued to be detained underthe
vaguely worded provisions of the National Security
Law. Excessive force to quell trade union protests
continued, and many trade unionists were arrested.

Background

Theyear wasdominated by the thawing of relations
between the Republic of Korea (South Korea) and the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea).
President Kim Dae-jung accepted an invitation to a
summit with North Korean leader ChairmanKimJong I1a
fewdaysbefore National Assembly elections in April.
President Kim Dae-jung's Millennium Democratic Party
(MDP) did not gain a majority and remained a minority
government, necessitating the continuation of a coalition
with the United Liberal Democratic Party (ULD), whose
leader, Lee Han-dong, wasappointedPrime Minister in
May. Thesingle largest party in the National Assembly
was the opposition Grand National Party (GNP).
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Despite initial scepticism, the mid- June summit
between the leaders of the twoKoreasled toan
increased impetus toimprove inter-Korean relations.
Changes ncluded the reunion of 100 separated families
fromeach side in August and December. The South
Korean Defence Minister, Cho Seong-tae, and the
Defence Ministerof North Korea, Kim II-chol, met for the
first time on Cheju island (South Korea). They agreed to
work towards reducing tension on the Korean peninsula,
and to coordinate efforts on the Military Demarcation
Lineand the Demilitarized Zone toexpedite the
construction of arallway and a road connecting North
and South Korea. A third round of inter-Korean
ministerial talks took place in September and ministers
agreed to establish a Commuttee for the Promotion of
Inter-Korean Economic Cooperation. Sixty-three former
long-term "unconverted” prisoners were repatriated
fromSouth Korea to North Korea in September.

President Kim Dae- jung was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize for his efforts in improving relations
between North and South Korea, for fostering
democracy and for hisrole in East Timor and Indonesia.

National Security Law

As of 25 August, of the 99 political prisoners in
detention, 54 were detained on chargesunder the
National SecurityLaw. Of these, themajority were
arrested under Article 7, which punishesmembership of
organizations deemed to “benefit the enemy”.
Improving relations with North Koreaprompted debate
onreformof the National Security Law. President Kim
Dae-jung, apparently encouraged by his award of the
Nobel PeacePrize, announced his support for revisions
to the National Security Law, but opposition toreform
in the National Assembly from both the GNP and the
ULD prevented significant revisions.

3 Park Kyung-soon, who was sentenced to seven
years' imprisonment under the National Security Law
for reportedly leading the "Youngnam Committee”,
remainedin Pusan prison. He was a prisoner of
conscience and was suffering from cirrhosis of the liver.
&3 Atleast nine members of a university student
group, Hanchongryun, were detained in August under
the National Security Law, accused of belonging to an
anti-state organization, praising North Korea and
organizing rallies propagatingcloserrelanons with “the
enemy”. They continued to be held at the end of 2000.
3 Eight menwere detained for having organized and
participated in an allegedly anti-state organization
called Minhyukdang, the People's Revolutionary Party.
Ha Young-ok, a former student, was sentenced to eight
years' imprisonment; Kim Kyung-hwan, a former
journalist, was sentenced to four and half years; and
Shim Jae-choon, a former lecturer, was sentenced to
three and half years. Choi Chin-su, Park Jong-seok, Lee
Uei-yeob and Han Yong-jin were held in Seoul
Detention Centre and their trials were continuing at the
end of 2000. Park Jung-hoon was released on bail.

Security Surveillance Law
The Security Surveillance Law continued to be used to
control and supervise the activities of former political
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prisoners, including prisoners of conscience. Under the
law, former prisoners haveto report regularly tothe
nearest police station, facerestrictions on their
freedom of movement, and arebannedfrommeeting
former political prisoners and participating.in
demonstrations, especially pohitical demonstrations.
&3 Human rights activist and former prisoner of
conscience Suh Jun-shik, who was the first political
prisoner to be released without signing the "law-
abidance oath”, had his appeal against the continued
extension of the Security Surveillance Law rejected in
September by the Westernbranch of the Seoul District
Court. He lodged an appeal before the Seoul High
Court.

Tl ¥ #iment

Therewerereports that suspects heldunder the
National Security Law were held forinterrogationin
policedetentionforup toamonthwith limited access
torelatives and lawyers. There were also reports of
detainees being beaten by police. Conditions in prisons
continued to be harsh, with prisoners held in unheated
cells and denied adequate medical facilities.

&3 Kim Kyong-hwan, who was sentenced to four and a
half years' imprisonment for his involvement with
Minhyukdang, alleged that he had been beaten
repeatedly during interrogation.

Trade unions

Thepoliceusedexcessive force to repress strikes and
protests by trade unionists. Theimpactof the 1997
economuiccrisis continued, and trade unions organized
protests against harsh employment conditions,
especially in service industriessuch as hotelsand in the
financial sector. Labour activists numbered 29 of the 99
political prisoners in August 2000.

&3 InJune, police baton-charged a peaceful
occupation by union activists at the Lotte Hotel and
discharged tear gas in the confined corridors of the
seventh floorof the hotel building. They draggeddozens
of protestersfroma seventh-floor room, manyof whom
complained of breathing difficulties and panic.

Refugees
Since 1t signed the UN Refugee Convention in 199z, the
South Koreangovernment had not granted refugee
status to asylum-seekers from any country other than
North Korea. There were fears that asylum-seekers
were deported to countries where they risked grave
human rights violations, in violation of the principle of
non-refoulement. Furthermore, the asylum
determination process appeared to be weighted against
the applicant, with inadequate interpretation facilities
duringinterviewsand no support for asylum-seekers
while they await the decision.

However, in an unprecedented decision, 28 Burmese
asylum-seekers were allowed to submit their
applications for consideration

Death penalty
No executionshavebeencarried out since 1998 when
PresidentKim Dae- jung took charge. A bill to abolish

150

the death penalty was introduced by legislators in the
National Assembly, but was not passed during 2000.

Al country visit
Al delegates visited South Korea in March,and meta
number of non-governmental organizations.

KUWAIT

STATE OF KUWAIT

Head of state: al-Shakh Jaber al-Ahmad al-Sabah

Head of government: al-Shaikh Sa'ad al-'Abdallah
al-Sabah

Capital: Kuwait City

Population: 19 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court

At least 42 political prisoners, including prisoners of
conscience, convicted in unfair trials since 1991,
continuedtobe held. The fate of more than 70
people who “disappeared” in custody in 1991
remained unknown.Atleast 21 people were
sentenced to death. One man was executed in
February. The campaign to secure voting rights for
women suffered a setback.

Background

In July the UN Human Rights Committee examined the
firstreportsubmitted by Kuwait since itsaccessionin
1996 to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights(ICCPR). The Committee expressed its
concernsabout a number ofissues, including the
number of people still imprisoned following their
conviction in 1991 by the Martial Law Court in trials
which did not meet minimum international standards
of fair trial set by the ICCPR. The concluding
observations of the Committee recommended that
“[tlhe cases of persons still held under such sentences
should be reviewed by anindependent and impartial
body, and compensation should be paid...where
appropriate”. No steps to implement this
recommendation were knowntohavebeentakenby
the end of the year.

Women's voting rights

Women'srightsactivists continued their struggle to
gain the right to vote and stand for political office. After
being turned away by officials fromregistration
centres, which opened inFebruary toupdate the all-
male voters’ lists, a number of women filed a complaint
against the Minister of the Interior, al-Shaikh
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Mohammad Khaled al-Sabah. This chailengeto the
legitimacy of Kuwait's electoral law, which denies
women theright to vote, was heard by the
Constitutional Court in June and was rejected. The
verdict in another complaint against the electoral law
was due to be delivered by the Constitutional Court in
January 2001. In a public statement, Al urged the
government to withdraw its reservations to the UN
Women's Convention and the ICCPR and to give women
all human rights

Bidun (stateless people)

In May the National Assembly passed legislation
restricting the number of those who might qualify to
apply for citizenship to less than one third of the total
number of stateless Bidunremaining in Kuwait. The first
trial of a Bidun, on charges of forgery and illegally staying
in Kuwait, began in September. Fiftyother people were
reported to be under investigation and 13 Indetention on
similar charges. If found guilty, they could face up to
seven years in prison followed by deportation. In effect,
thousands of stateless Arabs living in Kuwait for decades
could face compulsory deportation if they failed to
legalize theirstatus by the end of 2000

Freedom of expression

Provisions of the Penal Code, along witharticlesin the
Printing and Publications Law (Press Code) wereused
to limit freedom of expression.

3 InMarch the Misdemeanours Appeal Court handed
down fines to two women writers — Laila al-'Othman,
originally sentenced to two months' imprisonment, and
‘Alia Shu'aib—and their publisher,YahyaRubi'yan. The
Appeal Court upheld charges of breaching public
decency and using profane and impious language made
against Lailaal-'Othman; ‘Alia Shu'aib wasacquitted of
all charges except those relating to Press Code
violations; charges relating to violations of the Press
and Penal Codes against Yahya Rubi'yan were upheld

Death penalty

At least 21 people were sentenced to death following
convictions for murder and drug-relatedoffences Two
others sentenced to death in previous years had their
sentences upheld by the Supreme Court. At the end of
the year at least 30 peopie were reported to beondeath
row, the majority of them havingbeen convicted of
drugoffences or murder. A Kuwaiti national, Matar
al-Mutairi, sentenced to death in 1996 for murder, was
hanged in February

‘Collaboration’ trial

The death sentence against Ala’ Hussein Ali, a former
colonel in the Kuwaiti army who led the so-called
provisional government of Kuwait during the Iraq:
occupationin 199o, was upheld by an appeal courtin
July. In December the Court of Cassation adjourned its
proceedings until January zootin response to an appeal
by the defence

Al country visits
Al delegates visited Kuwait in February. They met senior
officials, including the Ministerof Justice, and attended a
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session of the wnters' trial. Following the visit, the
authonties informed Al that Sabiha Rasan Khallat: had
been granted an amnesty earlier in the year. She had
been detained since 1991 after an unfair tnal.

KYRGYZSTAN

KYRGYZ REPUBLIC

Head of state: Askar Akayev

Head of government: Kurmanbek Bakiyev (replaced
Amangeldy Muraliyev in December)

Capital: Bishkek

Population: 4.6 million

Official languages: Kyrgyz, Russian

Death penalty: retentionist

The clamp-down on suspected supporters of banned
Islamist opposition parties continuedfollowingnew
armed incursionsinto Kyrgyzstan in Augustby
members of the banned Islamic Movement of
Uzbekistan (IMU). At least one ethnic Uighurwas
forcibly deported to China. A leading opposition
activistwas imprisoned. Human rights groups, the
independent media and opposition supporters came
under increasing pressure from the authorities.

Background
Lawenforcement officers reported|ly used excessive
force to break up peaceful demonstrations inseveral
regions of the country protestingagainst irregularities in
the February and March rounds of parliamentary
elections. Hundredsof demonstrators, including women
and the eiderly, were reportedly detained and beaten

Both the February pariiamentary and the October
presidential elections were heavily criticized by the
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE). Incumbent President Askar Akayevwon a third
termin office amid claims that a controversial
mandatory Kyrgyz-language test for presidential
candidateshadbeenaimed at excluding the chairman
of the opposition Ar-Namysparty, Felix Kulov

In August a military court cleared Felix Kulov of
reportedly fabricated and politically motivated charges
of abuse of authority while serving as a Minister of
National Security. He had spent sixmonthsn pre-trial
detention

Arrests of suspected supporters of banned Islamist
opposition parties increased following renewed armed
incursions by fightersof the IMU who crossed Kyrgyz
territory from neighbouringTajikistan on their way to
Uzbekistan in August. Units of IMU fighters also carried
out attacks on Uzbek territory.

The President extended the 1998 moratorium on
executions untl the end of 2001
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Prisoner of conscience
In September former prisoner ofconscience and leader
of the opposition Erkindikparty, Topchubek
Turgunaliev, was sentenced to 16 years' imprisonment
oncharges connected with an alleged plot to
assassinate the President, sevenothers were also
convicted in the trial. Topchubek Turgunaliev
consistently denied the charges and alleged that the
case against him was fabricated by the Ministry of
National Security (MNS) in order to purish him for his
peaceful political opposition activities. Three MNS
officers reportedly admitted in court that there was not
enough evidence tosupport the allegations. The
charges were based on the testimony of one of the co-
accused, Timur Stamkulov, who later confessed that he
had carried out MNS (nstructions to plan a fictitious
assassination attempt in order to implicate Topchubek
Turgunaliev. In court, Timur Stamkulov reportedly
retracted this confession. He was sentenced to four
years' imprisonment but was granted an amnesty and
released

Theother six co-accused claimed never to have met
Topchubek Turgunaliev until the trial. They were
sentenced to between 14 and 17 years' imprisonment.
Bishkek City Courtreduced theirsentenceson appeal
by more than half. On 30 November President Askar
Akayev signed a decree granting them amnesties,
reportedly because they had admitted therr guilt and
asked forpardon

Topchubek Turgunaliev did not qualify for the
amnesty because he refused to admit any guilt. On
appeal. his term was reduced to six years by Bishkek
City Court. A further appeal against his conviction to
the Supreme Courtwas still pending at the end of 2000

In court Topchubek Turgunaliev’s co-accuse!, !0

were arrested in May 1999, alleged that they had been
tortured and ifI-treated in pre-trial detention to force
them to confess Mamadyar Orozov, for example,
alleged that he was beaten with batons on the soles of
his feet, nearly suffocated with a gas mask and
handcuffed to a radiator The court did not take any of
these allegations into consideration

Har tofh rights defenders

3 In April human rights actvists, including former
prisoners of conscience, founded the Guild of Prisoners
of Conscience, and applied for registration to the
Ministry of Justice. At the end of May the Ministry of
Justice explained that it could not proceed with the
registration of anorganization created to defend the
rights of prisoners of conscience since the Kyrgyz
Constitution prohibited anyone from being
discriminated against because of their political views
and the current criminal code did not carry any articles
for political crimes.

1 In July Ramazan Dyryldayev, chairman of the
Kyrgyz Committee for Human Rights (KCHR) was forced
nto exile after the Kyrgyz authorities issued a warrant
for his arrest, reportedly detained his son for
questioning, and sealed the KCHR's offices. Although
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the procurator general allegedly ordered the criminal
case to be suspended, KCHR's lawyer believed that it
wasnotsafe forRamazan Dyryldayev toreturn because
the criminal investigation had not been officially
closed. The criminal chargesrelatedto adispute with a
former KCHR member of staff over an unfair dismissal
claim

Restrictions on freedom of the press

In the run-up to the parliamentaryand presidential
elections, the independent media came under
increasing pressure from the authorities for their
coverage of opposition parties and candidates. For
example, journalists and media organizations were
sued for libel and tax evasion or other administrative or
criminal offences

&3 Moldosali Ibrahimov, a freelance correspondent of
the Jalal-Abad regional newspaper Akyrkat and local
KCHR activist, was found guilty of defamation and
sentenced to two years' imprisonment by Jalal-Abad
City Court in June. The defamation chargerelated to an
article he had written in which he reported rumours
that a local district court judge had accepted a bribe ina
dispute between two rival candidates in the
parliamentaryelections. He was released onappeal
injuly

Forcible deportation

Jelil Turdi, an ethnic Uighur from the Xinjiang Uighur
Autonomous Region (XUAR) in the People’s Republic of
China was reported to have been forcibly deported in
April to Chinawhere he was at risk of torture and
possibly the death penalty foralleged “separatist”
activities. He was first detained by Kyrgyz police in
early March 2000, reportedly for havingan illegal
residence permut, then rearrested afew weeks later
after the Chineseembassy in Kyrgyzstan claimed that
his Chinese documents were false. Accordingto
unofficial sources, however, Chinese security officers
told their Kyrgyz counterparts that Jelil Turd: was
wanted in China for involvement in a nationalist
oppositiongroup TheChinese officers reportedlytook
partin]elil Turdi's interrogation, during which he was
allegedly tortured. Jelil Turdiwasdeniedthe
opportunity to challenge the decision to deport him
before a court in Kyrgyzstan

Al country report
« Concerns in Europe, January-June 2000: Kyrgyzstan
(Al Index: EUR 01/003/2000)



LAOS

LAO PEOPLE’'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Head of state: Khamtay Siphandone

Head of government:Sisavat Keobounphanh
Capital: Vientiane

Population: 5.4 million

Official language: Lao

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: International
Covenant on Civil and Pdlitical Rights; International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Freedom of expression, association and religion
continued to be severely restricted. Tight controls on
information prevented adequateinternational and
local monitoring of the human rights situation. At
least five people were arrested in connection with a
series of bomb attacks. Three prisoners of conscience
and two political prisoners continued to be held in
cruel, inhuman and degrading conditions. New
information suggested that scores of people were
detained for their Christian beliefs. The fate of
protesters arrested in October 1999 remained
unknown.

Background

Abombing campaignbeganin March, and at leastnine
bombswere planted during 2000 in busy public
locations, mostly in Vientiane, causing one death and
dozens of injuries. Nogroup claimed responsibility, but
itwasreportedthattheauthoritieshadarrested five
people. They were not identified and there was no
information on whether they had been charged and
tried. In July there was anarmed attack on customs and
immigration offices in the border village of Vang Tao,
Champassak province, by alleged members of an armed
opposition group. Six people werekilled by Laosecurity
forces, and 28 others were arrested after fleeing to
Thailand. There were unconfirmed reports that at least
15 people werearrested in November following a
peaceful demonstration in Sanasomboune,
Champassak province. As many as 300 demonstrators
were reportedly calling for social justice and
democracy.

In December Laos hosted the first Ministerial
meeting to be held between the European Union and
the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN)
since 1997.

Political prisoners

Official secrecyabout political imprisonment
continued. At least five anti-government protesters
arrested in October 1999 remained in detention. The
authorities did not make public any information about
charges against them or their whereabouts,
heightening concern for their safety. Thongpaseuth
Keuakoun, Khamphouvieng Sisaath, Seng-Aloun
Phengphanh, Bouavanh Chanhmanivong and Keochay
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were all members of the "Lao Students Movement for
Democracy of 26 October 1999”, who had attempted to
publicly call for respect for human rights, the release
of political prisoners, amulti-party political system
and elections for a new National Assembly. Sinh Sanay
and his sister Sinh Keotha were also reportedly
arrested in October for involvement in the planned
demonstration. The authorities denied that any
protest or arrests had taken place, despite eyewitness
accounts.

Two political prisoners, Sing Chanthakoumane and
Pangtong Chokbengboun, detainedfor "re-education”
without charge or trial since 1975 and then sentenced to
life imprisonment after an unfair trial in 1992,
continued to be detained at Prison Camp 7in Houa
Phanh Province.

&3 Prisoners of conscience Feng Sakchittaphong and
Latsami Khamphoui, both 60 years old, remained in
Prison Camp7, in aremote area of Houa Phanh
Province. Both men were arrested in 1990 and
sentenced to 14years imprisonment in 1992 following
anunfair trial. Although they were charged with
national security offences, it isbelieved that they were
imprisonedsolely for peacefully advocating non-
violent political and economic change. The conditions
of their detention continued to be harsh, including
being held indarknessforalmost 24 hours a day and
onlybeingallowed to bathe in ariver everyone or two
weeks. Their health was fragile andfoodand medical
carewereinadequate. Visitingrightsfor their families
wereseverely restricted.

Religious persecution

Restrictions on freedomof religious expression
continued with the authorities apparently regarding
members of small unauthorized Christian churches with
suspicion. New information suggestedthat scores of
Christians werearrested in 1999 and remained in
detention, and that possibly dozens more were
arrested throughout 2000. Christians worshipping in
small churchgroupsoutsidestate control were
reportedly asked to repent their faith in writing or face
imprisonment, confiscation of property and forced
relocation of their families. Official closure of
unauthorized churches was also reported. Incidents
occurred all around the country inthe provinces of
Attapeu, Champassak, Houa Phanh, Luang Nam Tha,
Luang Prabang, Phong Saly, Savannakhet, and
Vienuane.

Threepastorsarrestedin July 1999 in Luang Prabang
Provinceandsentenced tofive years' imprisonment
werereported to be in poor health. Pastor Boonmee,
Pastor Sisamouth and Pastor On Chan were detained
with 13 other pastors and village elders. Arrests
reported during 2000 included Reverend Savath
Heunlith, Pastor Thongla and PastorThongsouthin
Sayaboury ProvinceinMay, and Pastor Ah Lon,
reportedly imprisoned in Bolikhamsai Province for
three years.

&3 PaTood, a rice farmer and local church leader
arrested with i5othersin March 1999 in Savannakhet
Provinceremained indetention in Savannakhet City
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Prison. He was reportedly held in stocks in solitary
confinementbecause of his refusal torepent his faith
&3 Khamtanh Phousy, a prisonerof conscience
detained since 1996, remained in detention at Prison
Camp 7in Houa Phanh Province. A former army officer
who converted to Christianity, he had been sentenced
toseven years' imprisonment for "irresponsibility in his
work” and corruption. Al believes that the charges
against him were politically motivated

Torture andill-treatment in police stations were
widespread. One person interviewed described it as
“normal practice” when arelative detained on criminal
charges was beaten, kicked and punchedbypolicein
order tomake him confess.

Prisoners were commonly held in conditions
amounting to cruel, inhuman ordegradingtreatment,
Reportsofill-treatment and torture of prisoners
included beatings, being held in stocks for long periods
of time, deprivation of light, adequate food, water and
medication, and the use of solitary confinement cells.
Access to family was also denied.

Official responses

Lettersfrom officials in Lao embassies showed lack of
knowledge about individual prisoner casesand
dismissed concerns about humanrightsviolations.

Al countryreport

* Lao People’s Democratic Republic: The October
protesters — where are they? (Al Index: ASA
26/004/2000)

LATVIA

REPUBLIC OF LATVIA

Head of state: Vaira Vike-freiberga

Head of government: Andris Berzins (replaced Andris
Skele in May)

Capital: Riga

Population: 2.3 miition

Official tanguage: Lettish

Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crimes

The authorities considered introducing an alternative
servicetocompulsory military service. There was no
universal provision for such an alternative service in
domestic legislation. Under the Amendment to the
Law on Compulsory Military Service, adopted in
December 1999, only ordained and trainee clerics
who belonged to religious organizations registered by
the Ministryof Justice were exempted from military
service.
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In August the Ministry of Defence 1ssued a statement
outlining its position regarding the introduction of an
alternative serviceand statingits wish toconvenea
round-table discussion of the issue with various non-
governmental organizations and religious groups
However, there was concernthat the Ministry of
Defence's model did notappear to provide for a
genuinely civilian alternative service, since
conscientious objectors could be forced toperform
non-combatant support functions in the armed forces
No decision had been taken by the end of the year.

Al country report
* latvia: The right to conscientious objection (At Index:
EUR 52/001/2000)

LEBANON

LEBANESE REPUBLIC

Head of state: Emile Lahoud

Head of government: Rafiq al-Hariri (replaced Salim
al-Huss in October)

Capital: Beirut

Population: 3.2 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Convention
against Torture

Hundreds of people, including studentsand
suspected opponents of the government, were
arrested on political grounds. Most were arrested
after demonstrations or other forms of peaceful
protest and held in short-term detention. A dozen of
the student demonstrators received unfair trials
before the Military Court. Hundreds of former
members orsupporters of the South Lebanon Army
(SLA) received summary trials which fell short of
international fair trial standards. There were reports
of torture and ill-treatment. At least eight people
were sentenced to death, but therewereno
executions.

Background

Former Prime Minister Rafiq al-Hariri won an
overwhelmingmajority in Beirut Province in the August
parliamentary elections and was appointed Prime
Minister inOctober.

Israel withdrew from its self-styled "security zone" in
south Lebanon in May. Israel's proxy militia, the SLA,
collapsed in the wake of the Israeli withdrawal
resultingin the release of the remaining detainees in al-
Khiam detention centre. BordersbetweenLebanon and
Israel wereredrawn under the auspices of the UN,
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pursuant to Security Council Resolution 425 of 1978.
Shab’aFarmsin southeastLebanonremaineda
disputed territorybetween the two countries. The UN
InterimForce inLebanon (UNIFIL) was deployed in the
former "security zone” following verificationof Israeli
withdrawal.

Syria maintained its military presencein Lebanon
with the agreement of the Lebanese government. There
were discussions in Parliament as well as religious and
political circles about reassessing the Syrian presence
in Lebanon.

At least 31 people died in armed clashes between an
Islamistgroup and Lebanese security forcesin the
Dinniyah plateau east of Tripoli in north Lebanon. The
dead included 18 Islamist militants, two women
hostages, and  soldiers. More than so members of
the Islamistgroupwere arrested following these
clashesand referredfortrial before the Justice
Council.

Al opened aregional office for the Middle Eastin
Beirutin October.

Arrests

Hundreds of people were arrested on political grounds.
They included suspected members of an Islamist group;
students connected with the Free Patriotic Movement,
which supports former exiled army commander
General Michel 'Aoun; suspected members of the
Lebanese Forces (LF) party; and suspected
collaborators with the SLA.

3 Atleast 9o suspected members or supporters of the
unauthorized LF partywerearrested in September and
October. Thesearrests followed achurchmass and
demonstration organized by the LF in Mount Lebanon
to commemorate the death of Bashir al-Gemayel,
President-elect and founder of the LF who was killed in
1982. Most of those arrested were detained for a few
hours or days and released without charge. Some were
reportedly forced to sign an undertaking not to engage
in any political activity.

&3 Atleastfourpeople werearrested in Augustin
Juniehby thesecurity forces for possessingand
distributing literature calling for a boycott of the
August 2000 parliamentary elections. They were
released shortly afterwards without charge.

&3 Twobrothers, ‘Umar and Samer Mas’ud, were
arrested in Oubayat in August, reportedly by ajoint
Lebanese-Syrian force for writing slogans on the walls
calling for a boycott of the elections. They weresaid to
havebeen taken to the Syrianintelligence
headquarters in Halba for interrogation. They were
released on the same day.

Unfairtrials

More than a thousand political prisoners were tried
before the Military Court in summary proceedings.
Scores of others were tried before the Justice Council
whose verdicts are notsubject to judicial review. The
proceedings of both courts failed to meetinternational
fair trial standards.

&3 InApril, 12 students from the Free Patriotic
Movement were tried by the Military Court on charges
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ofassaulting the police and obstructing the highway.
The students denied the charges, but were sentenced to
between 10 and 45 days' imprisonment.

©3 More than 2,300 former SLA members and alleged
"collaborators” with Israel were brought for trial before
the Military Court. Most were sentenced to between
one month and five years' imprisonment and fines or
restriction orders. The longest sentence handed down
was 15 years' imprisonment.

Inbreach of international human rights standards,
defendants were detained incommunicado by
Lebanese military intelligence for up to 10 days. There
was concern that such summary trials, with barely
seven minutes spent on each individual, neither
allowed the innocent to be acquitted nor ensured that
those who committed war crimes, including the
systematic torture of detainees in Khiam, would be
discovered.

3 Atleast 63 defendants were referred for trial
before the Justice Council in connection with the
Dinniyah clashes. The trial was scheduled to start in
January 2001

There were some reports of torture andill-treatment,
including police brutality. Methods of torture reported
included sleep deprivation, prolonged standing,
psychological torture, beating, electric shocksand
Farruj (chicken) wherethe victimis strapped toa
revolving wooden bar resembling a roasting spitand
beaten.
& Those detained in connection with the Dinniyah
casewereallegedly tortured and ill-treated during
incommunicadodetention. Khaled Minawi, aged 15, was
reportedly beaten by members of the security forces
during interrogation at al-Oubbah detention centre in
Tripoli.
©3 HibaMa'sarani, who was being tried by the
Criminal Court of Tripoli, stated that she hadbeen
repeatedly subjected to different forms of torture,
including Farrujand beating during pre-trial detention
in1997and again in February 2000.
©3 Detained asylum-seekers and refugees were also
allegedly tortured andill-treated. Talib Yassir Sabbah, a
recognized Iragi refugee, stated that he was subjected
to various forms of torture including Farrujand locked
up for hours in a small, crowded and overheated cell
while in detention in Furn al-Shiback.
&3 Duringthe trial of former SLAmemberssome of
the defendants stated that they had been tortured in
pre-trial detention.

In none of the above cases were investigations
known to have been carried out.
Khiam detention centre
In the wake of the Israeli withdrawal from south
Lebanon, and the collapse of the SLA, people in the
surroundingareasbrokeinto the Khiam detention
centre and set the detainees free. For years torture and
ill-treatmenthadbeenroutine in Khiam where
detaineeswere held outside any legal framework. At
the time of their liberation there were t44 remaining
detainees, some of whom had spentupto 14 yearsin
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detention without chargeor trial. Amongthedetainees
were five women, two of whom, Cosette Ibrahim and
Najwa Samhat, were hospitalized in March for illnesses
incurredas a result of torture and ill-treatment. Sixteen
detainees were believed to have died in Khiam as a
resultof torture during the previous Is years

Human rights defenders

Two human rights defenders —Muhammad Mugraby, a
lawyer, and Kamal al-Batal, director of the human
rightsgroup Mirsad—were subjected to harassment
and prosecutionbefore criminal and military courts. In
May Muhammad Mugraby was charged with libel,
defamation and dishonouringthe judiciary in
connection with criticisms he had made and his
allegations of professional misconduct against five
named judges. Kamal al-Batal was first summoned by
the police for interrogation concerning an urgent
appeal issued by Mirsadexpressing concernabout a
raid by the Lebanese vice-squad on an Internet service
provider, "Destination”, and the interrogation of its
manager about a Lebanese gay website. Kamal al-Batal
appeared before the Military Court in November on
charges of "tarnishing the reputation of the vice-
squad”. The trials of both men were continuing at the
end of theyear.

Death penalty

At least eight people were sentenced to death; no one
was executed. At the end of the year, 10 people were
reported to be on death row.

©3 Hussain ‘Ali ‘Alyan, a formersergeant in the
LebaneseArmy, wassentencedto death by the Military
Courtin January onchargesof "collaboration” with
Israel.

Three death sentences passed in previous yearswere
upheld by the Criminal Court of Cassation. InMarch the
executions of two men were suspended following the
refusal of then Prime Minister Salim al-Huss to sign the
deathpenaltydecree

‘Disappearances’

In January the government set up an official
Commission of Inquiry into the fate of those missing
and kidnapped during the civil war (1975 to 1990). The
Commission, which was headed by an armygeneral
and composed of four other military and security
officers, wascreated as a result of pressure from the
families of the "disappeared”. A committee for the
Relatives of the Kidnapped and Missing held vigils near
the premises of the weekly Cabinet meetings outside
the Beirut Museum. In July the Commission made
public the conclusions of its report stating that none of
the “disappeared” was alive in Lebanon and
recommendingthat those missing for at least four
yearsshould be considered dead. Alist of 216 people
whose families believed they had been taken by Israeli
forces or transferred tolsrael was sent to the Israeli
government through the International Committee of
theRed Cross (ICRC). A list of 168 people whose
families believed they had been taken by Syrian forces
or transferred to Syria was sent to the Syrian
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government. Bothgovernments denied all knowledge
of the whereabouts of those on the lists.

Refugees

Hundreds of refugees and asylum-seekers, especially
those from Iragand Sudan, were periodically detained
on charges of illegal entry and residence in Lebanon.
Scores of asylum-seekers weredeportedfrom Lebanon,
some while their cases were still under review by the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Most claimed
that theywere tortured or held in conditionsamounting
to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment to force them
to accept deportation to their countries of origin.

&3 Trabun Ibrahim Laku, a Sudanese national, was
arrested in April and detained for six months. He was
released in October suffering from partial paralysis and
severe back pains. By the end of theyear no
investigation has been launched into his allegations of
torture and ill-treatment.

3 'Ammar Kazim Shams, an Iraqi national who had
been recognized as a refugee by the UNHCR in May, was
deported from Lebanon to an unknown destination.
There arefears that he may havebeenforcibly returned
to Iraq where he was at risk of human rights violations

Al countrystatements and visits

Statements

« Lebanon: Commission of inquiry into "disappearance”
must be effective and public (Al Index: MDE
1800172000}

* Amnesty International calls on all involved in the
conflict in south Lebanon torespectinternational
human rightsand humanitarian law (Al Index: MDE
15/020/2000)

« Lebanon: Guiltand innocenceblurred in summary
tnials (Al Index: MDE 18/010/2000)

Visits

Aldelegatesvisited Lebanon several times during 2000

for research, trial observation and meetings with

government officials, including Pnme MinisterSalim al-

Huss. In March the Lebanese authorities approved a

requestby Al to open a regional officein Beirut forthe

promotion of human rights education and awareness.
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LESOTHO

KINGDOMO FLESOTHO

Head of state: King Letsie Il

Head of government: Pakalitha Bethuel Mosisili
Capital: Maseru

Population: 2.1 million

Official languages: Sesotho, English

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the International Covenanton Civil and
Political Rights; Optional Protocol to the UN Children’s
Convention on the involvement of children in armed con-
flict; Optional Protocol to the UN Women's Convention;
Rome Statute of the International Cnminal Court

Political conflict continued during 2000 over the
implementation of political reforms necessary for
holding elections. Thirty-three soldiers were
convicted of mutiny with violence. Concerns
remained about the independence and impartiality
of the trial proceedings and the appeals process.
There were new reports of torture and ill-treatment
and of excessive use of force by law enforcement
agents.

Background

Political tension continued during2000, exacerbated
by the failure toimplement the new electoral system
agreed upon by the government and the multi-party
Interim Political Authority (IPA) in December 1999.
Representativesof intergovernmental organizations,
including the Southern African Development
Community and the Commonwealth, intervened again
totry toresolve the protracted conflict between the
government and the IPA.

Under the November 1998 law which established the
IPA, the authorities were obliged to hold elections
within the following 18 months. However, elections
scheduledfor May were postponed, and a newly-
appointed independent Electoral Commission
announced a provisional timetable for elections in
2001

The failure to hold elections in May led to some
protests. Opposition political leaders distanced
themselves from calls by unidentified organizations
for a stay-away from work. There were threats of
violence against those whoignored the calland many
businesses closed out of fear of disturbances. Heavily
armed police and soldiers patrolled Maseru and five
people were reportedly arrested (n connection with
the stay-away.

In April the government appointed a commission of
inquiry into the political disturbances which occurred
between 1 July and 30 November 1998.

Remaining military instructorsand forces from South
Africaand Botswana withdrew from Lesotho after
completing their retraining program for Lesotho
Defence Force (LDF) units.
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There were a number of reports of torture of criminal
suspects by police. Allegationsincluded the use
during interrogation of suffocation with rubber
tubing, beingforced tostrip, cigarette burns and
beatings.

3 Thegovernment settled out of courta claim for
damages from Moither: Katiso who alleged that he had
been tortured in Lesotho by members of the South
African National Defence Forcein September 1998. He
alleged that he had been kicked and beaten with gun
butts, includingon his face.

Excessive use of force

Thesecurity forces were involved inkillings and
injuries in disputed circumstances. There were
allegations of excessive use of force.

3 An LDF soldier, Corporal Monesapula, who was
allegedly being sought by the combined police-
military Counter Crime Unit (CCU) in connection with
criminal investigations, was found dead with gunshot
wounds to the head. He had reportedly fled from
Ratjamose Barracks where he had been questioned by
the Military Police on 6 January. His body was found
about two weeks later at Ha Khabisi, lower down the
Caledon River. An army spokesman stated that
Military Police had searched him for weapons when
he reported to Ratjamose Barracks, but claimed also
that Corporal Monesapula had pulled agunwhenhe
fled. There were separate reports that two army
officerschased him as he fled towards the Caledon
River. No inquest into his death had been held by the
end of 2000.

3 CCU members searching for guns opened fire with
automatic weapons on Anthony Phafa, a Pitseng
resident, after he denied possessing guns. During
nearly three months of hospital treatment in Maseru,
he was kept under guard and chained by his feet to the
hospital bed railings. He was not charged with any
offenceuntil his transfer from the hospital to Leribe
police station in mid-March.

Political trials

InNovember, 33 LDF soldiers were convicted of mutiny
withviolence, an offence carrying the death penalty,
for their role in the junior officers’ insurrection of
September 1998. They were sentencedto between
three and 13 years' imprisonment. Four other
defendants were acquitted. In August, in a separate but
linked court martial, three further LDF soldiers were
convictedof mutiny and sentencedto prison terms of
betweenfive and 13 years.

Concernsremained that these court martial trials, as
well as theappeal processes available to the convicted
soldiers, did not meet international standards for
independence and impartiality. The accused had been
n custody since October 1998.

Twenty-five police officers were acquitted of the
capital offence of high treason but convicted of sedition
inconnectionwith a February 1997 police mutiny which
was suppressed by thearmy. Thirteen received prison

157




LIB

sentencesofuptothree years, partly suspended. The
remainder were fined. The defendants had been in
custody since February 1997.

The trial continued of eight police officers in
connection with the fatal shootings in Maseru Central
Police Station in 1995. The arrest of these officers had
sparked the February 1997 mutiny

Human rights defenders

Benedict Leuta, a campaigner for the rights of
communities affected by the Lesotho Highlands Water
Project, was harassed by National Security Service
members. They seized a number of documents from
his home and questioned him about his activities and
about his views.

Government communications

In letters to the authorities, Al raised concerns about
the harassment of Benedict Leuta. In replies, the
National Security Service gave assurances of their
respect for the rights of freedom of association,
movementand expression. Al alsoraised with the
authoritiesits concerns about continuing reports of
tortureand excessiveuse of force in the context of
criminal investigations

LIBERIA

REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

Head of state and government: Charles G. Taylor
Capital: Monrovia

Population: 3.1 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

Torture, ill-treatment and other human rights
violations continued to be carried out by the security
forces. Human rights defenders and journalists were
arrested, assaulted and forcedinto exile. Political
prisonerswere sentenced to prison terms after trials
which failed to meet international standards for fair
trial. There was no progress in investigating past
human rights abuses. The international community
continued to accuse the Liberian government of
assisting rebel forces responsible for atrocities in
neighbouring Sierra Leone.

Fighting in Lofa County

In July armed opposition forces attacked Lofa County,
northern Liberia; the government deployed the armed
forces, the Anti-Terrorist Unit and war veterans against
them. The government accused the Guinean
government of allowing attacks on Liberia from bases
1n neighbouring Guinea. Thousands of people fled
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upperLofaCounty. InDecember the Liberian
authoritiesreported that about 100 soldiers had been
killed in the fighting

From Septemberhostilities betweenarmed groups
along the borders between Liberia, Sierra Leone and
Guinea resulted in massive population displacement.
The Guinean authoritiesaccused armed groups backed
by Liberia and Burkina Faso, the armed opposition in
Sierra Leone and Guinean dissidents of killing hundreds
of people in attacks on border towns in the Macenta
region of Guinea. The attacks resulted in massive
displacement of Liberian and SierraLeoneanrefugees
and of Guinean nationals,

More than a hundred people, mostly belongingto the
Mandingo ethnicgroup, werearrested by government
security forces on suspicion of backing the incursion
intoLofaCounty. Most of those arrested were held
incommunicado without charge in unofficial detention
centres, including the military base in Gbatala, and
were tortured. Dozens were allegedly extrajudicially
executed. Thenumber of those held incommunicado
and summarily executed could be higher. Sierra
Leonean refugees, including former child soldiers, were
reportedly recruited by the Sierra Leone armed
opposition which was supported by the Liberian
government. There were alsoreports of forcible
recruitment of Liberian nationals by the Liberian
security forces. Insurgents allegedly from Guinea were
accused of carrying out abductions of civilians.

Ethnic clashes broke out following the incursionand
members of the Mandingo community suspected of
backing insurgents came under armed attack by
civilians in Lofa and Nimba Counties, allegedly with the
acquiescence of local security forceson at least one
occasion.

Involvement in the Sierra Leone conflict

The international community continued to accuse the
Liberian government of providing arms, ammunition
and fighters, in violation of a 1998 UN embargo, to
armed opposition forces inneighbouringSierra Leone
which have been responsible for large-scale atrocities
against civilians.

The Liberian government continued to deny the
allegations, accused the US and United Kingdom (UK)
governments of seeking to destabilize Liberia, and
called for an independent investigation.

in June the European Union expressedconcern
about Liberia's role in the illicit diamond trade from
Sierra Leone and its failure to stop arms reaching rebel
forces in Sierra Leone through Liberian territory, and
threatened to suspend ad to Liberia. In July the UN
Security Council imposed anembargo on diamond
exports from Sierra Leone. In October the US
government imposed visa restrictions on senior
Liberianofficials; the Liberian authorities announced
reciprocal measures.

A UN panel of experts, established in August to
investigate the link between the diamond trade and the
conflictin Sierra Leone, published its report in
December. The panel found evidence of the Liberian
government's supportforrebel forces inSierraLeone,
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including military training and weapons transfers, and
of trafficking of dlamonds through Liberia from rebel-
heldareas Other governments were found to have
been implicated. The panel made recommendations,
including for an embargo on diamonds from Liberia and
atravel banonLiberianofficials by UNmemberstates

Amnesty International called for diamond trading in
western Africatobe investigated andregulatedin
order tostop diamonds from rebel-held areas of Sierra
Leone financing the purchase of arms used to kill and
mutilate civilians in Sierra Leone.

Impunity
No progress was made by the authorities in bringing
to justice the perpetrators of massive human rights
abuses carried out during the seven-year civil war
which ended in 1996 There were also no independent
investigations into political killings and other human
rights violations committedby the security forces or
armed groups operating in support of the government
since the return to constitutional rule in 1997. Those
responsible for the killing of Samuel Dokie, a former
government minister who was arrested and later
found dead with three others in 1997, were not
brought to justice

No independent or thorough investigation was
carried out into alleged extrajudicial executions,
torture and other human rights violations against
members of the Krahn ethnic group and others during
fighting in September 1998 betweenforces loyal to
President Taylor and supporters of Roosevelt Johnson,
aformerfactionleader. A 1999 UN investigation into
the fighting obtained accounts of extrajudicial
executions and other humanrightsviolations by
government security forces. They found that the dead
and injured numbered several hundred and that ethnic
Krahns had beentargeted. The government had said
100 people had been killed orinjured

No training in international human rights standards
wasknown to have beenprovidedto the security
forces, including special forces such as the Anti-
Terrorist Unit which havebeen accused of serious
human rights violations. Former combatants of the
armed opposition group formerly headed by Charles
Taylor, the National Patriotic Front of Liberia, which
was implicated in major human rights violations, were
recruited to the security forces without training in
humanrights

Therewere further reportsof extrajudicial executions
The security forces continued to be responsible for
torture and ill-treatment of political prisoners and
criminal suspects. Liberian human rights organizations
called for the closure of the Anti-Terrorist Unit base in
Gbatala, central Liberia, where detainees havebeen
tortured Detention conditions in most police cells and
prisons continued to be so harshas toamount to cruel,
inhuman anddegrading treatment. Beatings and
harassment of civilians by members of the security
forces and formercombatantscontinued, especially in
ruralareas
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3 InMay the bodyguards ofa government officiat
reportedly beat and burnedthree people in Monrovia;
they were suspected of stealing from the official. One of
them, Gbaela Willie, died as a result of hisinjuries
Monrovia police reportedly arrested four bodyguards
andopened an investigation into the death

3 In September an army cc der said that he had
personally executed Aruna Boaka, an Anti-Terrorist
Unitofficer, in the town of Voinjama, Lofa County, for
killing a soldier in August

&3 inNovember a Senate committee investigated
allegations that a senator had ordered the security
forces to detain illegally, beat and flog civilians in River
Gee County, nliberia. The ir n
had not been completed by the end of the year

Attacks on the news media and human rights
defenders

Journalists and human rights defenders were arrested,
physically abused and threatened by the Liberian
authorities

&3 InMarch SuahDeddeh, Chair of the Liberian Press
Union, was arrested and questioned by security officers
after criticizing the closure of two privately owned
radio stations, Star Radio and Radio Veritas, by the
authorities. He was released the next day without
charge. After protests, Radio Veritas was allowed to
reopenbut Star Radioremained banned.

3 InlateMarchjamesTorh, a prominent humanrights
activist, fled the country after Anti-Terrorist Unit officers
twice came looking for him at his home at night. In
December 1999 he had been briefly detained and charged
with sedition for allegedly makingremarks critical of the
government. When he did not appear at a court hearing
in April, the authorities ordered his rearrest

3 In August, four journalists working for Channel 4, a
UK television station —Sorious Samura, Gugulakhe
Radebe, David Barrie and Timothy John Lambon — were
detained for several days in Monrovia and accused of
spying. The four were beaten following their arrest and
one of themwas threatened with death Theywere
released unconditionally after widespread protests

&3 InSeptember, staff members of the independent
New Democrat, including its editor Charles Jackson,
fled Liberia following death threats, intimidation and
harassment by the security forces,

3 InNovember armed men believed tobe civil war
veterans, who reportedly included a senior armed
forces officer, attacked members of a non-
governmental organization, the Centre for Democratic
Empowerment (CEDE), in Monrovia. Theystabbedand
wounded Conmany Wesseh, and physically assaulted
Amos Sawyer, formerly head of the Liberian interim
government during the civil war and CEDE Chairman,
and otherstaff. The armed forces officer and seven
others were subsequently charged with aggravated
assault and released on bail to await trial. However,
others believed to be also responsible for the attack
were not known to have beeninvestigated by police.
Local human rights activists called for an independent
inquiry. Suspectsarrestedin connection with a1999
attack on the home of Conmany Wesseh and death
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threats against his family had been released without
chargeor trial despite evidence against them

Sedition and treason trials

Onetrialended, another started and an appeal was
heard in trialsheld in connection with the fighting in
Monrovia in September 1998 between government
forcesand forces loyal to opposition leader Roosevelt
Johnson.

&3 InFebruary a courtmartial convictedfour army
officers of sedition— General Joseph Jarlee, Major
Alphonso Dubar, Master Sergeant Alexander Gee and
PrivateOkpakakpu Monger —and sentenced them to
10 years' imprisonment. Five other officers were
acquitted. There were concerns that the trial did not
meet international standards for fair trial and about the
alleged intimidation of defence lawyers. The
defendants, who were reportedly beaten following
their arrest, continued to be detained in harsh
conditions at a military barracks. General Jarlee was
reportedly denied adequate food or medical treatment.
3 In june the treason trial started of five civilians—
JardiahS, Farley, CharlesC. Sobue, Kaye Gbagba, Alpha
Massaleyand Roosevelt Togba — suspected of
supportingRoosevelt Johnson's forces. The trial had
not concluded by the end of 2000.

&3 In December the Supreme Court heard appeals by
13 people convicted of treason in April 1999 and by the
prosecution in the same case which called for longer
prison sentences. The Court increased the sentences
from 10 to 20 years' imprisonment. In April 1999 the
Criminal Court had given as its reason fora lenient
sentence the "need for genuine reconciliation in the
country”. The trial had been marred by irregulanities
andsome of thedefendants had beenbeaten severely
following their arrest. Most were former government
officials serving 10-year prison sentences in the Central
Prison, Monrovia, where they were reportedly
harassed and denied adequate medical care.

3 In August the Liberian government issued an arrest
warrant for Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, an opposition leader
in exile, toface treason charges, with 14 others, for
allegedly supporting the insurgents. Of those charged,
only Raleigh Seekie was arrested and was still in
detention awaiting trial at the end of 2000. Several
other civilians suspected of supporting the insurgents
werereported to have beenarrested in Monrovia and
n other parts of the country. It was not known whether
they had been released by the end of the year.

Al reports

* Liberia: Crackdown on media signals further repression
of human right defenders (Al Index: AFR
34/001/2000)

* Liberia:Attacks on media continue with the arrestofa
foreign television crew (Al index: AFR 34/002/2000)

* Liberia: Fear forsafety of Conmany Wesseh and others
(Al Index: AFR 34/004/2000)
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LIBYA

SOCIALIST PEOPLE'S LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA
Head of state: Mu'ammar al-Gaddafi

Capital: Tripoli

Population: 5.6 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

Hundreds of political prisoners, including prisoners
of conscience and possible prisoners of conscience,
remained in detention, many without charge or trial.
Libyans forcibly returned to the country, including
,|_ kers, were beli dtoh h
subjected to human rights violations. Torture,
especially during incommunicado detention,
continued to be reported. The authorities failed to
protect hundreds of sub-Saharan Africans from
racist attacks, reportedly leading to the killings of
dozens of Africans. The death penalty remained in
force.

Background

There were two government reshuffles during the year.
In March a new government was appointed and the
Ministries of Justice and General Security were
combined into one ministry. The reshuffles also
includedtheabolitionof several ministries, including
the Information Ministry, and the allocationof their
responsibilities toother bodies.

Diplomatic and economic tieswereresumed as part of
Libya's re-entry into theinternationalarena, following
the suspension of sanctions in April 1999. Colonel
Mu'ammar al-Gaddafi continued to call foradvancesin
African unity, including the establishmentof an African
parliament and political andeconomicunion.

Libya had noindependentnon-governmental
organizations, human rights groups or independent bar
association. Libyan law prohibits the formation of
political parties and criticism of the political system.
The press continued to be strictly controlled by the
government.

The Lockerbie trial

In May the trial began of two Libyans, 'Abd al-Basit al-
Migrahiandal-AminKhalifaFahima, accused of the
1988 bombing of an airplane over Lockerbie, Scotland,
which killed 270 people. The two defendants pleaded
not guilty tochargesof murder, conspiracy to murder
and violation of the Aviation Security Act. The trial was
continuing at the end of the year.

The UTAairliner bombing

In October a French Courtof Appeals authorized a
judicialinvestigation into charges against Colonel
Mu'ammar al-Gaddafi for complicity to murder in
connection with the 1989 UTA airliner bombing. The
Paris Public Prosecutor’s Office subsequently appealed
against the ruling.
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Racist attacks

In September racist attacks against sub-Saharan
Africans, including Chadian, Niger and Sudanese
nationals among others, reportedly led to dozens of
deaths and scores of injuries. In contrast, at the 28th
Ordinary Session of the African Commission on Human
and Peoples’ Rights in October, a Libyanrepresentative
claimed that five people, including one Libyan, had died
in the attacks. Disturbances in Tripoli and neighbouring
al-Zawiyah soon spread to other parts of the country,
leaving many homeless after their homes were burned
and looted. As aresult, many of the victims were forced
to live in special camps, where sanitation was
reportedly very poor and where on occasion members
of the secunity forces failed to protect them from
further attack.

On at least one occasion, there were allegations of
police involvement in the attacks. Large numbers of
Chadians, Ghanaians, Nigerians and other sub-Saharan
Africans were repatriated after seeking refuge at their
embassies. The Libyan authorities announcedan
investigation and preventive security measures to
protect sub-Saharan Africans from further attacks. In
November the Minister of General Security and Justice
announced that 75 people, the majority of them
Libyans, would be tried in connection with the violent
incidents.

Prisoners of conscience and political prisoners
Some political prisoners arrested in 1989 were
reportedly released in small groups between April and
August. InAugust and September, several prisoners
arrested in 1984 were released. Some of the men had
been acquitted in atrial In 1995but had remained in
detention.

Political detainees were reportedly held in cruel,
inhuman or degradingconditions and denied adequate
medical care; several were reported tohavedied in
custody as a result inrecent years.

Hundreds of political prisoners arrested in previous
years, including possible prisoners of conscience,
remained in detention without charge or trial; many
had been held for more thana decade. Scores of other
political detainees remained held despite having been
tried and acquitted. Others continued to serve prison
sentences imposed in previous years after grossly
unfarr trials
3 Rashid 'Abd al-Hamid al-'Urfia, a law graduate,
remained in Abu Salim Prisonin Tripoli. He had
reportedly been arrested with 20 othersin 1982 on
suspicion of founding an Islamist opposition group. All
those arrested with him were released following a
generalamnesty in1988.

&3 Five prisoners of conscience, whowerearrested in
1973 and convicted of membership of the prohibited
Islamic Liberation Party, continued toservelife
sentencesin Abu Salim Prison.

Scores of professionals, including engineers and
university lecturers, who were arrested in June and
July 1998 on suspicion of supporting or sympathizing
with al-Jama'a al-Islamiya al-Libiya, the Libyan Islamic
Group, a clandestine Islamist movement whichwas
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not known to have used o radvocated violence,
remained held in Abu Salim and ‘Ain Zara prisons in
Tripoli

&3 Among those who remained in detention was
Mohammad Faraj al-Qallal, anexecutive ina printing
house in Benghazi, who was arrested by plainclothes
security men and given noreasonfor his arrest

Deaths in custody

At least one person died in police custody; torture
reportedly caused or contributed to his death. On
26 April Yusuf Muhammad al-Hour, a Chadian
national, was arrested in Tripoli and transported
to Sirte. The following day his body was given

to his relatives who reported signs of torture on
his body

Forcible return of refugees

Following the suspension of sanctions against Libya in
April 1999, refugees and asylum-seekers were at
increasing risk of being forcibly returnedto Libya. Some
of those forcibly returned were detained and there
werereports that some had been the victims of serious
human rights violations, including torture.

&3 InFebruary, eight Libyan nationals suspected of
being Islamist sympathizers were forcibly returned to
Libyaby the Jordantan authorities.

3 In July, four Libyanssuspectedof betng Islamist
sympathizerswere forcibly returned from Pakistan.
YoussefKhalifa and ‘Abdessalam Musa Muhammad's
applicationsforasylumwere still under consideration
whentheywere deported, while the other two men
were reportedly residing and working legally in
Pakistan. Their whereabouts following their return to
Libya were unknown.

There were continuing reports that political detainees
were routinely tortured while held in incommunicado
detention. Reported methods of torture included
beatings, hanging by the wrists, being suspendedfroma
pole insertedbetween the knees and elbows, electric
shocks, burning with cigarettesand attacks by
aggressive dogs, causing serious injuries.

&3 Defendantsina trial of 16 health professionals,
among them five women, stated that they were
torturedorill-treated while indetention The 16
included foreign nationals, who were kept in
incommunicado detention forabout 10 months without
access to family orlegalrepresentation. Somealleged
that their confessions had been obtained under duress.
Following the formal opening on 7February, the trial
was postponed on several occasionsat the request of
defence lawyers and hadnotbegunbytheendof the
year. The defendants were accused of infectingalmost
4o00children with the HIV-virus in a Libyan hospital,
leading to the deaths of children. The charges against
them are punishable by death.

Death penalty
Reportscontinued to be received that people convicted
of criminal charges were sentenced to death
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Al correspondence with the authorities

By the end of the year Al had still not received replies to
itsrequeststovisitLibya or to the human rights
concerns raised incorrespondence with the

authorities

MACEDONIA

THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA
Head of state: Boris Trajkovski

Head of government: Ljub&o Georgievski

Capital: Skopje

Population: 2 million

Official language: Macedonian

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention

Torture and ill-treatment by police was the principal
concern, One man may have been extrajudicially
executed and another died in custody allegedly after
being beaten by police. Detainees were held
incommunicado forprolonged periods. The
authorities generally failed to investigate aliegations
of human rights violations. At leastfour
conscientious objectors were imprisoned.

Background
The shootingof three police officers in Aratinovo village
in January raised tensions between the ethnic Albanian
minority and Macedonian majority populationsearly in
the year. The situation inKosovo (see Federal Republic
ofYugoslavia entry) remained animportant political
issue. However, political rivalries did not focus on
ethnicdivisions as the government was composed of
members from a coalition of parties with either
Macedonian, ethnic Albanian or mixed membership and
support. Local elections held in several rounds from
September were accompanied by allegations of
widespread irregularities and violent incidents in which
one person was killed and 10 others were injured.
Several Macedonian soldiers were injured in a
series of clashes on the border with Kosovo with armed
gangs from Kosovo. In one incident in April soldiers
were detained by ethnic Albanian paramilitaries and
held inKosovo for at least 24 hours. Their release
coincided with the release on bail of Xhavit Hasani, an
ethnic Albanian and a former commander of the Kosovo
Liberation Army (KLA), who was awaiting trial in
connection with the wounding of police officers. The
incident provoked claimsby opposition parties that the
soldiers had been held as hostages and that the
authorities hadgiveninto the kidnappers' demands by
releasingXhavit Hasani.
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There was a noticeable increase in pressure on the
media. Forexample, Bota Sot, an Albanian newspaper
which was also printed in Macedonia and was openly
critical of the Albanian party in the government
coalition, was temporarily closed down in Macedonia.

I eatment
Torture and ill-treatment by police occurred in a
variety of situations. The victims included
Macedonians, Roma and ethnic Albanians. There were
alsoreports that civilians assaulted political
opponents but that they were not brought to justice
because of their government connections. The
response of the authorities tocomplaints of ill-
treatment and other humanrightsviolations was
generally nadequate.

3 On 27 May, five Romani men were detained and
beaten with wooden sticks by police and civiliansina
forest near Stip. Three of them — Memet Redzepov,
Orhan Aliov and Selajdin Mustafov —stated that they
were again beaten or kicked at the Stip policestation.
Each heard the screams of the others as they were
beaten one by one in an adjoining room, despite the
sound of a radiowhichwasallegedlyused to hide their
screams.

&3 Eighty-year-old Ordan Jovanovski, a vocal
opposition supporter, was seriously assaulted by a
government official in a village near Prilep in May after
an argument over politics. He suffered facial and other
injuries. Although the incident was reported to the
police, nocharges had beenbroughtby the end of the
year.

The Aracinovo incident

Numerous human rights violations were perpetrated
during house searches and arrests in the days that
followed the killing of three police officers —two
Macedonians and an ethnic Turk—in January. The
killing of the three officers ata checkpoint in Aratinovo
village near Skopje did not appear to be politically
motivated, but the ethnicity of the victims and
subsequent policeactionsgave the incident political
dimensions.

Dozens of men and at least three minors were beaten
in their homes, and women and children were allegedly
threatened with firearms. Anumber of men were taken
to police stations and beaten. Some were coerced into
making "confessions” under torture. Officers
reportedly beat them with truncheons, threatened to
burn them with hot metal, made them drink urine, and
put plastic bags over their heads. The detainees were
held incommunicado, some for as long as it days,
before being taken before a judge. Relatives and
lawyerswere denied information about their
whereabouts andaccess tothem.

Theauthoritiesadmitted only that excessive force
had resulted in damage topropertyduring the
Aratinovo raids and paid some compensation.
Recommendations by bodies such as the national
Ombudsman that criminal investigations should be
initiatedinto thepoliceactionswere notacteduponby
the authorities.
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&3 Sabri Asani was detained on 18 January by police in
connection with the Ara¢inovo murders. He died on his
way to the police station in circumstances suggesting
he may have been extrajudicially executed. Officials
claimed that he had suffered heart failure because he
was intoxicated with drugs. However, picturesof his
bodyindicated that he had been badly beaten and had
most likely died of a bullet wound to the head. An
autopsy was performed, but the authorities failed to
make the reportavailable to his family. No information
onany criminal investigation connected with his death
had been released by the authorities by the end of the
year.

Samedin Guri, whose arrest may also have been
connected with the Ara¢inovo murders, died in prison
in Mayafterreportedly havingbeenseverelybeaten by
police several days before.

In July, six ethnic Albanians were charged with the
killing of the three police officers; their trial was
continuing at the end of the year.

Conscientious objection
No purely civilian alternative to military service was
available. A draft defence law incorporating the
possibility of civilian service was introduced to
parliament but had not been passed by the end of 2000.
There was concern that, although the new law provided
foralternative civilian service, this would be punitive in
length, would not be available to all those liable to
militaryservice andwouldnotbe under civiliancontrol.
Four conscientious objectors, all of them Jehovah's
Witnesses, were known to have been imprisoned
during the year for between one and three months; all
hadexpressed their willingness to perform a civilian
service in lieu of military service.

Refugees

Some 8,000 refugees were officially registered at the
end of 2000. Most were Roma who had fled Kosovo in
1999. The 1inKo (see Federal of
Yugoslavia entry) offered little prospectfor their safe
returnand few did so during the year. The government
renewed their temporary protection during the year. A
draftlaw on Asylum toregulate theprotectionof
refugeesandensure that the state metits obligations
under the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of
Refugeeswas before the legislature at the end of 2000.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

* The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia: Afterthe
Aratinovo murders - Torture, ill-treatment and
possible extrajudicial execution (Al Index: EUR
65/003/2000)

« The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia: Joint
appeal calling forrights for conscientious objectors (Al
Index: EUR 65/012/2000)

Visits

An Al delegate was based in the countryfrom April to
gather information about human rights concerns in the
region and work with local organizations on the
promotion of human rights.
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MALAWI

REPUBLIC OF MALAWI

Head of state and government: Bakili Muiuz:
Capital: Lilongwe

Population: 10.4 million

Official languages: Chichewa, English

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children’s Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention

Therewerereportsoftorture and ill-treatment by
police officers. Prison conditions were harsh. The
death penalty continued to be imposed, but no
executions were carried out.

There were reports of torture and ill-treatment by
police during arrest and interrogation. At the end of
2000 local non-governmental organizations were
pursuing at least three cases of alleged torture of
criminal suspects through the courts.

Prison conditions

Prison conditions were poor and in some cases there
were concerns that they could constitute cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment. There were particular
concerns about juvenile offenders who were held in
youthwings of adult prisons. A report by a non-
governmental organization, commissioned in i999 by
the commissioner of prisons, documented cases of
sexual violence againstjuveniles by adult prisoners,
sometimes with the involvement of prison wardens.

Death penalty

Atleast 53 people weresentenced to death in 2000. No
prisoners wereknown to have beenexecutedsince
1994. President Bakili Muluzi, who had publicly stated
his opposition to the death penalty, had so far
commutedall death sentences.

Al country reports

« End sexual violence against children in custody in
Malawi (Al Index: ACT 76/007/2000)
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MALAYSIA

MALAYSIA

Head of state: Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah Alha)
Head of government: MahathirMohamad

Capital: Kuala Lumpur

Population: 22.2 million

Official language: Bahasa Malaysia

Death penalty: retentionist

The authorities launched politically motivated
prosecutions against leading opposition party
members. Former deputy Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim and his co-accused Sukma Darmawan were
convicted of sodomy after an unfairtrial.
Demonstrations insupportof Anwar Ibrahim and of
political reform (reformasi) wereviolently broken up
by police. Reportsofill-treatment of detainees by
police were not adequately investigated. Two people
were executed and at least 13 people were sentenced
todeath.

Background

Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad reaffirmed his
dominant political position following the ruling
alliance’s election victory in November 1999 and the
prolongedtensions sparked by the dismissal and
charging of Anwar Ibrahim in 1998. Despite this,

the authorities continued to apply laws restricting
rights to freedom of expression, association and
assembly.

Politically motivated prosecutions

In January the authorities launched selective,
politically motivated prosecutions under the Sedition
Actand the Official Secrets Act (OSA) against leading
opposition party members. None of the prosecutions
had concluded by the end of 2000

3 Inaprosecution which had grave implications for
the independence of lawyers in Malaysia, Karpal
Singh, Anwar Ibrahim’s defence lawyer and deputy
chairman of the Democratic Action Party (DAP), was
charged under the Sedition Act on account of
statements he had made in court about the alleged
poisoning of his client.

&3 Marina Yusoff, vice-president of the Parti
Keadilan Nasional(PKN), National Justice Party, was
charged with sedition for comments allegedly
provoking racial tensions made at an election rally in
1999. PKN Youth leader Mohamad Ezam Mohamad
Noor was charged under the OSA fordistributing
allegedly classified documentsabout official
corruption to journalists.

Press freedom

Using its powers under the Printing Presses and
PublicationsAct, theauthoritiesimposed restrictions
on news mediaregardedas pro-opposition. From
March, Harakah, newspaper of the Parn Islam
SeMalaysia(PAS), Islamic Party of Malaysia, was
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allowed to print only twice a month instead of twice a
week. Other pro-reform publications, including the
magazines Detik and Eksklusif, had the renewal of
their permits arbitrarily denied

3 In January sedition charges were brought against
Zulkifli Nordin, editor of Harakah, and its publisher,
ChiaLimThye, for publishing an allegedly seditious
article which had reportedly been written by an
opposition leader. Chia Lim Thye pleaded guilty and
was fined, while proceedings against Zulkifli Nordin
continued at the end of 2000.

Anwar Ibrahim

After a year-long trial Anwarlbrahimwas convicted in
August of sodomy andsentenced to nine years'
imprisonment, to be served consecutively with a six-
year sentence imposed in April 1999 for alleged abuse
of ministerial powers.

Anwar Ibrahim's co-accused, Sukma Darmawan, was
also convicted of sodomy and sentenced to six years'
imprisonment and four strokes of the cane. He was
granted bail pending appeal.

Anwar Ibrahim was a prisoner of conscience as he
was prosecuted and imprisoned in order to remove
him from public political life. His trial was unfair in
severalrespects: public statements by government
leaders undermined the defendant’s right to be
presumed innocent, detainees were ill-treated to
coerce confessions and defence lawyers were
intimdated.

In addition,the independence of the court in this
casewas in doubt, as the prosecution received
permission for a series of amendments to the charges
in relation to the date of the alleged offence, whereas
Anwar Ibrahim was refused permission to call certain
witnesses and to present evidence considered crucial
by the defence.

The judiciary
Domestic and international legal and human rights
groups, including Al, expressed concern about the
lack ofindependence of the judiciary in politically
sensitive cases. In politically motivated prosecutions,
the courts failed adequately to defend human rights
principles enshrined in the Malaysian Constitution
and in international human rights law.
3 InSeptember the Court of Appeal upheld a three-
month prison sentence for contempt of court against
Zainur Zakaria, one of Anwar Ibrahim's defence
lawyers. He had filed an affidavit in 1998 alleging that
two public prosecutors hadattempted to fabricate
evidence against his client. Zainur Zakaria filed a final
appeal.
3 In July the High Court struck out a defamation suit
against the UN Special Rapporteuron the
independence of judges and lawyers, Param
Cumaraswamy, upholding the immunity from
prosecution of the Special Rapporteur, as confirmed
in 1999 by the International Court of Justice.

In 1995, fourdefamation suits had been filed
against the Special Rapporteuronaccountof
comments he had made in his official capacity.
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Freedom of assembly

The authorities responded to periodic, peaceful public
demonstrations in support of Anwar Ibrahimand
reformasiby dispersing them violently, arresting
protesters and filing charges of illegal assembly. Senior
members of opposition parties were also arrested on
suspicion of incitement ahead of planned
demonstrations. Police permits for public meetings by
opposition parties were issued or refusedarbitrarily
andselectively

&3 InNovember, 125 people werearrestedat a
demonstration in support of Anwar Ibrahim and at least
26reportedinjuries frombeatings sustained during and
afteraviolent police dispersal. After fivedaysin
remand detention, 124 werereleased but faced possible
charges of illegal assembly.

&3 InNovember, three PAS activists were jailed for a
month forillegal assembly after refusing to pay a fine
for participating in a demonstration against a visiting
Israeli cricketteamini9g7.

There were reports of excessive use of force by police
indispersing demonstrations, and of beatings of
protesters onarrestand in detention. Investigations
nto the ill-treatment of detained demonstrators, and
of others arrested since 1998 in connection with the
Anwar Ibrahimcase, remainedinadequate.No police
officerswerereported tohavebeen brought to trial
except theformer Inspector-General of Police, who,
after the original charges werereduced, was convicted
inMarch of assaulting Anwar Ibrahimincustody in
1998. He wassentenced to two months' imprisonment
but remainedfree pendingappeal.

Formermigrant workers from Bangladesh who
testifiedfor the defence in the trial of women's rights
activist Irene Fernandez detailed torture and sexual
abuse in camps for migrant workers in 1994-199s. Irene
Fernandez'trialbeganin 1996. She wascharged with
"maliciously publishingfalse news” inareport describing
ill-treatment in camps for detained migrant workers.

There were also reports of ill-treatment and unlawful
deaths in police custody of ordinary criminal suspects

Internal Security Act

Opposition parties and civil society groups repeated
calls for the repeal of the Internal Security Act (ISA)
which allows indefinite detention without charge or
trial At least five Shi'a Muslims were reportedly
detained under the ISA for allegedly posing a threat to
Muslim unity. In July at least 27 people suspected of
links tothe A/ Ma'unahlslamicmartialarts group,
which seized arms from a military base andkilled two
hostages, were detained under the ISA. Twenty-nine
Al Ma'unahsuspects were charged with "waging war
against the King" (treason) under the Penal Code. The
fairness of their trial was compromised by the
Attorney General's application of emergency
regulations restricting normal rules of evidence in
designated security cases. Six of the accused pleaded
guilty to a lesser charge, while 15 faced the death
penalty if convicted.
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National Human Rights Commission
In April the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia
wasestablished. It met representatives of local
human rightsgroupsandbeganto receive complaints,
mostly allegations of police brutality against
demonstrators

Although concerns over its effectiveness continued
to be expressed, the Commission asserted the right to
peacefulassembly, sent monitors to observe
demonstrations and held hearings into reports of
police brutality. Other issues considered by the
Commission included human rights education for
police and for youth, and the need for reform of
restrictive laws, includingthe ISA

Death penalty and corporal punishment
Inthefirstreported executions since 1996, two men
accusedof drugs trafficking were executed in
November. At least 13 people were sentenced to death
Caning, a cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment,
wasimposed throughout 2000 as an additional
punlshmenl toimprisonment.

Communications to government

In January Al issued a series of appeals Human rights
undermined - Appeal cases(Al Index: ASA 28/013/1999)
related to application of the ISA, thetorture, ill-
treatment and unfair trial of Anwar Ibrahimand his
associates, the arrest and ill-treatment of peaceful
demonstrators, the trial of Irene Fernandez, and the
threatened prosecution of students and teachers. Al
also expressed concernat the arrest and charging of
Karpal Singh and other opposition leaders and called
for reform of the Sedition Actand other restrictive
laws. In June Al stated its grave concerns at the verdict
in the sodomy trial of Anwar Ibrahim and Sukrna
Darmawan, reiterated its calls for Anwar Ibrahim's
release as a prisoner of conscience and again called for
full, independent investigations into credible reports of
ill-treatment to coerce confessions

MALDIVES

REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES

Head of state and government: Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom

Capital: Male

Population:0.3 million

Official language: Maldivian Dhiveh

Death penalty: s bt in jealos

Prisoners of conscience continued to be held. There
were continued allegations of torture and ill-
treatmentof prisoners.

165




Background

As inpreviousyears, political parties were not allowed
tofunction. The media and the judiciary remamned
tightly controlled by the government.

Prisoners of conscience

&3 Prisoner of conscience Umar Jamal was arrested
on 29 October 1999 by plainclothes police. He was
held in various detention centres until April 2000
when he was put under house arrest. Umar Jamal was
reportedly charged with attempting to discredit the
government. A rival candidateclosely linked to the
government alleged that Umar Jamal had said that
"although this is called ademocracy it is akingdom
andthereis nofreedom” Fourteen witnesses
reportedly testified to the authorities that Umar
Jamal had not made the incriminating statement,
with three of them giving statements to that effect to
the police, and others writing to the President, the
Defence Minister and the Attorney General. The
court hearings against Umar Jamal were closed to the
public and, in an apparent attempt to conceal the
unfair nature of the trial, the courtreportedly did not
make a record of its own proceedings. The outcome
of the proceedings was not knownat the end of the
year

&3 Ismail Saadiq, who had been in detention or
under house arrest since June 1996 on politically
motivated grounds and had suffered from
deteriorating health while denied adequate medical
treatment, was allowed to go to Thailand in August
2000 to visit his daughter who was in hospital. He was
accompanied by a Maldivian police officer instructed
to stay with him at all times, and was not allowed to
wvisit his wife, residentin Thailand, or to obtain
medical treatment for himself. In Thailand, Ismail
Saadiq applied to a third country for protection and
was granted asylum.

There werecontinued allegations of torture of
prisoners. Information came to light that at least three
parliamentary candidates detained in the runup to the
Novemberi99g parliamentary elections were tortured
orill-treated in custody. Ibrahim Ahmed Maniku and
Abdul Rasheed were held in Dhoonidhoo detention
centre inearly November 1999 where they were
deprived of sleep for several days, forcedto sit on
stools in the rain, and beaten every time they fell
asleep

MALI

REPUBLIC OF MALI

Head of state: Alpha Oumar Konaré

Head of government: Mande Sidibe (replaced Ibrahim
BoubacarKeita in February)

Capital: Bamako

Population: 11.2 million

Official language: French

Death penalty: aboltionist in practice

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children's Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute
of the International Criminal Court

Atleast 14 people were sentenced to death. No
executions were carried out. The work of a
commission of inquiry set up by thegovernment to
investigate allegations of torture and ill-treatment
was hampered by lack of funding.

Background

In February, President Alpha Oumar Konaréappointed
former presidential adviser Mande Sidibe as Prime
Minister following the resignation of his predecessor,
Ibrahim Boubacar Keita.

Death penalty
At least 14 people were sentenced to death during the
year, most of them following convictionsfor offences
including murder and armed robbery. In July the Assize
Court in Bamako convicted Cheick Ibrahim Khalil
Kanouté, the founder of a religious group known as the
Pieds nus(the Barefooted), and two of his supporters
of murdering a judge in August 1998,

No executions have been carried out in the last
decade. On several occasions, President Konaré has
stated his opposition to the death penalty.

Commission of inquiry

InDecember 1999 the governmentnameda
commission of inquiry toinvestigate allegations by
opposition party supporters arrested in Niamakoro in
May 1997. They alleged that theyhad been tortured and
ill-treated in the presence of senior police officers, In
January 2000 the commission requested financial
supportto enable it to carry out itswork but received
no response. A commission of inquiry set up to
investigate allegations of torture and ill-treatment was
unable to carry out its work because of lack of funding.
Al action

Following meetings with government officials by an Al
delegation in December 1999, the organizationurged
the government in February 2000 to give the
commussion sufficient resourcesto enable it to fulfil its
functions in accordance with international standards
forhuman rights investigations. No response was
received to this appeal.
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MAURITANIA

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF MAURITANIA

Head of state: Maaouiya Ould Sid ‘Ahmed Taya
Head of government: Cheikh El Avia Ould Mohamed
Khouna

Capital: Nouakchott

Population: 2.7 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

Dozens of political opponents of the government
werearbitrarily detained; some were severely beaten
by the security forces. Demonstrations were violently
suppressed. The media and human rights
organizations continued to be subjected to
restrictions. No steps were taken by the authorities to
investigate massive human rights violations
committed during the late 1980s and early 1990s
and to bring those responsible to justice.

Background

Thegovernment of President Maaouiya Ould
Sid'’Ahmed Taya, whichcame to power in December
1984 following a military coup, has consistently
preventedinvestigations intowidespread human
rights violations, including political killings,
“disappearances” and torture, during the late 1980s
and early 1990s.

Attempts by the authorities to silence the opposition
continued throughout the year. Political repression
increased at the beginning of October, after the Union
des Forces Démocratiques-Ere Nouvelle (UFD-EN),
Union of Democratic Forces-New Era, urgedthe
government to break off diplomatic ties with Israel in
response torenewed conflictinlsraeland the Occupied
Territories. Several pro-Palestinian demonstrations
were banned and violently suppressed. Scores of
political opponents werearrested. Tension increased
atthe end of October when the government dissolved
the UFD-EN.

Mauritaniananti-slavery organizations continued to
express concern about the failure of the government to
eradicate slavery. Local human rights organizations,
including those campaigningagainst slavery, were
forced tooperate without government authorization,
leaving human rights defenders liable to prosecution
and imprisonment under Mauritanian law for
"administerling associations which are functioning
without authorization”. in 1998, four Mauritanian human
rightsdefenders including Boubacar Ould Messaoud,
President of the anti-slavery organization SOS-Esclaves,
were arrested after a television program on slavery
featuring an interview with Boubacar Ould Messaoud
was broadcast ona French language cable channel.

Arrests of political opponents
Scores of political opponents, including members of the
UFD-EN, were arbitrarily detained and held
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incommunicado before beingreleased without charge.
&3 In April opposition leader Ahmed Ould Daddah,
Secretary General of the UFD-EN, was arrestedand
held incommunicadoforfivedays before being
released without charge. He was arrested after calling
on the populationto joina peaceful massmeetingin
Nouakchott, organized by the UFD-EN, to protest
against the government's failure to guarantee the rule
of law in Mauritania and investigate the widespread
political killings, "disappearances” and torture
committed during the late 1980s and early 1990s

3 Ahmed Ould Lafdal, Ahmed Ould Wediaa, Ahmed
Ould Bah and Sidi Ould Salem, all senior members of the
UFD-EN, werearrested on g and n November following
the government's decision to dissolve the UFD-EN

They were held incommunicadon a secret place of
detentionbefore beingreleased withoutchargeon 25
November.

3 Mohamed El Hacen Ould Lebatt, Sidi Ould Yessa
and Mouvid Ould Taleb, three students close to the
UFD-EN, were arrested between 1 and 4 December,
charged with “incitement to undermine the security of
the state and belonging to a criminal organization”, and
transferred to Kaédi, in southern Mauritania. They
were awaiting trial at the end of the year. Concerns
were expressed by their defence lawyers and local
human rights organizations about irregularities marring
the legal proceedings.

There were consistent reports of beatings and ill-
treatment of political opponents atthe time of arrest
and in custody. Scores of demonstrators were injured
during attempts by the securityforces to disperse
protests.

3 In June, dozens of black Mauritanian villagers
belonging to the Haratines group were reportedly
tortured by the security forces in Brakna district,
southern Mauritania, following protests over land
rights issues. The victims, including29 women at least
two of whom were pregnant, wereseverely beatenand
many of themwere forced to eat sand.

&3 On 27 April, Mohamed Mahmoud Ould Ematt, a
lawyer and leading member of the UFD-EN, Yedali
Ould Cheikh, former Justice Minister, and Fatimetou
Mint Haydala, wereseverelybeaten by the security
forces in front of the UFD-EN headquarters in
Nouadhibouwhile protesting at thedetention of
opposition leader Ahmed Ould Daddah. The judicial
authorities in Nouadhibou did not pursue the
complaint lodged by two of the victims, despite
evidenceof thebeatings, including photos and a
medical certificate. Appeals filed with higher courts
werenotallowed to proceed.

&3 On 4 November Aminetou Mint Eleyat died after
the security forces used tear gas to suppress a peaceful
high-school student demonstration in Nouakchott. The
authorities denied reports suggesting that her death
was related to the use of tear gas.

&3 In October and November some of those arrested
in Nouakchott in the context of pro-Palestinian
demonstrations wereseverely beaten,




&3 OniNovember Mohamed Ould Moloud, a leading
member of the UFD-EN, and two other opposition
supporters, Cheikh Ould Sidaty and Mohamed Ould
Rabah, were arbitrarily detained. The three were hit
with batons at the time of their arrest and then beaten
while being taken to the regional police headquarters
They were released in the evening after being
questioned about their political affiliation.

Impunity
In April, Captain Ely Ould Dah, a Mauritanian officer
arrested in France in 1999 on suspicion of torturing at
least two people in 1990 and 199t, fled France while on
bail. In September 1999 a French court had ordered his
provisional release, butrequired Ely Ould Dah tostay in
the country until investigations were completed. Ely
Outd Dah returned to Mauritania where he was
reportedly allowed to remain in the army. On 7 April a
French judgeissued an international arrest warrant
against him but no attempt to arrest him was known to
have been made by the Mauritanianauthorities

The Mauritanian authorities failed to take any steps
to investigate massive human rights violations
committed during the late 1980s and early i9ggos and to
bringthose responsible to justice

Restrictions on press freedom
Duringzoooseveral issues of weekly newspapers were
seized under Article u of the 1991 PressLaw which
allows the government to censor arbitrarily
publications which criticize governmentactions or
policies. In Augustin one week alone, issues of four
newspapers, including La Tribune, were seized. In
December the weekly A/ Alam was closed down by the
authorities; noreasonwas given for the closure.

Al country statement

* Mauritania: As an opposition coalition s banned,
growing political unrest could lead to further deaths,
arbitrary arrests and ill-treatment by the security forces
(At Index: AFR 38/003/2000)

MEXICO

UNITED MEXICAN STATES

Head of state and government: Vicente FoxQuesada
(replaced Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de Ledn in December)
Capital: Mexico City

Population: 98.8 million

Official language: Spanish

Death penalty: abolitionist forordinary crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Refugee
Convention and its 1967 Protocol; Optional Protocol
to the UN Children’s Convention on the involvement
of children in armed conflict; Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court

Torture, death threats and political killings
continuedto be reported in 2000, Three prisoners of
conscience remained in prison. Human rights
defenders and journalists were harassed and
intimidated. Hundreds of cases of torture,
“disappearance” and extrajudicial execution from
previous years remained unresolved.

Background

Elections in July resulted in the unprecedented defeat
of the candidate for the ruling Partido Revolucionario
Institucional(PRI), Institutional Revolutionary Party,
which lost the presidency for the first time since the
party was established in 1929. At his inauguration
ceremony on | December, President Vicente Fox of the
Partido de Accion Nacional, National Action Party, told
Congress that "Mexico will no longer be held up as a bad
example in matters of human rights. We will protect
human rights as never before, respecting them as never
before and seeking a culture that repudiates any
violation and punishes the guilty.” He also pledged to
reform the economy, tackle poverty, crime and
impunity, and bring about a peaceful solution to the
conflict with the EjércitoZapatistade Liberacion
Nacional(EZLN), Zapatista National Liberation Army,
the Chiapas-based armed opposition group.

President Fox's cabinetincluded the new post of
Special Ambassador for Human Rights and
Democracy. Human rights organizations severely
cnticized the appointment of an army general as
Attorney Generalfor the Republic, claiming thatitran
counter to the new government's pledge to combat
impunity.

Withindaysofassuming power President Fox
ordered thearmy in Chiapas toreturn to their barracks
and presented Congress with a bill, based on the San
Andreés Accord on indigenous rights signed in i996 by
the EZLN and the previous government. The EZLN
announced it was prepared to hold talks with the new
government. Administrative provisions introduced in
1998 which hindered the access of foreign non-
government organizations (NGOs) to freely conduct on-
sitemonitoring of the country’s human rights situation
werelifted in late December.

Amnesty International Report 2001




In August Mexico City's legislature approvedan
addition to the Penal Code for the Federal District
allowing for sentences of between 15 and 40 years in
prison for public servants found responsible for
enforced disappearance. In December, President Fox
signed a technical cooperation agreement with the UN
High Commussioner for Human Rights, under which
the UN s to provide Mexico with assistance to
strengthen the protection of human rights. An
amnesty law approved by the state of Oaxaca in
December ledto the release of some 30 political
prisoners.

By the end of the year ajudge in Mexico had not
tssued a ruling on an extradition request submitted by
Spain in August against anArgentine citizen accused of
torture during the military government :n Argentina
(see Argentinaentry).

torture s il eu airw
The detention of criminal suspects without ajudicial
order remained widespread. Many of the detainees
were allegedly tortured while under criminal
investigation Prisoninmates were subjected to
ill-treatment

The joint publication in Octoberof a report by Al
Mexico and four other national organizations
recommending reforms designed to prevent torture,
led the National Commission for Human Rights (CNDH),
afederal body, to claim that torture was on the decline
in Mexico. The national organizations replied that the
CNDH underreported torture cases and that the
problem was widespread.
3 In July, the president of the CNDH informed the
Secretary of National Defense that two army officers
"had violated |the} Fundamental Rights” of Rodolfo
Montiel Flores andTeodoroCabrera Garcia, including
their right not to be subjected to torture or tocruel,
inhuman or degrading treatmentor punishment as
enshrined "in article s |...| of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights”. The twomen had been
detained and tortured by the army 1n May 1999
following their peaceful protests about excessive
logging in the forests of Guerrero. A prosecutor who
opened an investigation into the allegations of
torture concluded that the Public Ministry was not
competent to take the investigation forward and had
transferred the case to a military prosecutorin
December 1999. In April a court sentenced Teodoro
Cabrera to 10 years, and Rodolfo Montiel to six years
and eight months’ imprisonment. The sentences,
based on drugs- and firearms-related charges, were
upheld on appeal in October. Both men were
prisoners of conscience.
&3 InOctober, a prisoner held in the Topo Chico
Prison in Nuevo Leon state was reportedly ill-treated
after human rights activists staged a peaceful protest
outside the prison to launch Al's worldwide campaign
against torture. A prison official accused inmate
Héctor Perez Cérdova of being responsible for the
protestand added that "we're going to punish you for
it". Héctor Perez Cordova was stripped naked, placed
in solitary confinement for seven days, and deprived

Ampesty International Report 2001

of food and medicine neededtocontrol his symptoms
of multiple sclerosis

&3 InOctober, Remedios AlonsoVargasand her two
adult sons, Inneo and Luciano Mederos Alonso, were
reportedto have been detainedand beaten by the
Guerrero State Judicial Police (PJE) and then held
incommunicadoforsevendays. During their
incommunicado detention membersof the PJE
threatened them with suffocation and the brothers had
carbonatedwaterforced up their nostrils. All three
were forced to sign confessions which they claimed not
to have read

Chiapas and Guerrero states

For most of the year members of indigenous
communities in Chiapas continued tosufferacts of
intmidationand violence, including death threats
Those responsible werereported to be members of the
security forces or so-called “paramilitary” or "armed
civilian” groups acting with the supportor
acquiescence of local and regional authorities. In
Guerrero, members of the Organizacién Campesina de
la Sierra del Sur(OCSS), a peasant organization, were
harassed, threatened or killed in circumstances
suggesting they were beingtargeted for political
reasons

&3 On1March, a dispute over land rights in the
municipality of Nicolas Ruiz, Chiapas, turned violent
when members of the Public Security Police reportedly
aided Alianza Campesina, an armed civiliangroup
linked to the PRI, to attack peasants affiliated to the
opposition Partidode la Revolucion Democratica,
Democratic Revolutionary Party. At least three people
received gunshot wounds and a fourth was beaten. In a
separate incident on the same day, agroupknownas
LosChinchulines, reportedly accompanied by members
of the Federal Judicial Police, attacked villagers in
Nuevo Poblado de Nache jev. municipalityof Chilon
The villagers were threatened with death if they did not
leave the area

3 In July, Marco Antonio Abadicio Mayo, an 0CSS
activist, was ambushed late at night and survived
being shot in the chest and arm by a group of men,
near Atoyaquillo, municipality of Coyucade Benitez
The previous January he was allegedly beaten and
threatened by members of the security forces and
then released without charge. In April OCSS activists
José MartinezRamon and Felipe Nava Gomezwere
shotdeadin Coyuca de Benitez. It was notknown
whetherinvestigationswere conducted into these
incidents.

Prisoners of conscience

Three prisoners of conscience, including Rodolfo
Montiel Flores and Teodoro Cabrera Garcia (see above)
remained inprison

&3 Brigadier General José Francisco Gallardo served
the seventh year of his 28-year sentence. He had been
convicted by amilitary court of a range of military
offencesafterpublishinganarticle calling for the
appointment of a military ombudsman in Mexico. In
1996 the Inter-American Commission onHumanRights
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recommendedto the Mexican government that he be
immediately released.

Human right defenders and journalists
Mexican human rightsdefenders andjournalists
continued tosufferactsofintimidation, including
death threats.

&3 InFebruaryan anonymous caller rang the offices of
the Centrode Estudios Fronterizos y Promocién de
Derechos Humanos, Centre for Border Studies and the
Promotion of Human Rights, and made death threats
against its members, Much of the work of this NGO in
Reynosa concerns abuses suffered by would-be illegal
migrants wishing to cross from Tamaulipas state into
the USA. Arturo Solis, the director of the NGO, was
accused by the authorities of defamation after he
alleged that officials at Mexico's National Institute of
Migration were guilty of extortion and ill-treating
illegal migrants and were implicated, together with
criminal organizations, in aiding their entry into the
USA. In July witnesses for the defence of ArturoSolis
werethreatenedand one received a death threat. Asa
result two of them retracted statements made in his
defence.

&S Twomen claiming to be officers of the Judicial
Policereportedly abductedjournalist Freddy
Secundino Sanchez in mid- June, apparently because of
his articles in the political magazine £poca. When he
arrived at his Mexico City home in a taxi, the men
shoved him back into the taxi, pushed him to the floor
andforcedthe driver at gunpoint todrive off. Holding a
pistol toFreddy Secundino'’s head, they beat him about
thefaceand chest, and threatened tokill him before
releasing him. Three weeks later an anonymous caller
told the journalist that he was going to die. Freddy
Secundino filed a complaint about both incidents with
the authorities.

Impunity

The authorities continued to be accused by Mexican
and international NGOs of having failed to break the
cycle of impunity which had characterized Mexico's

human rights record over the past decades.

The arrest in August of two army generals accused of
drug-trafficking reawakened accusations by victims’'
relatives and humanrights defenders that both were
implicated inhundredsof "disappearances” during
counter-insurgency operationsin Guerrerostate in
the 1970s. A proposal by opposition senatorsfora
commission of inquiry into these "disappearances”
was not successful. However, inNovember a human
rights NGO was reported to have filed a complaint
before the Office of the Attorney General of the
Republicrelating to 19 of the "disappearances” and two
casesoftorture.

The full circumstances surrounding political killings
in previous years remained unclear. These included the
massacre of dozens of students in Mexico City in 1968;
thekilling of 26 peasants in Aguas Blancas and El
Charco, Guerrero state, in 1995 and 1998 respectively;
and the killing of 45 indigenous people in Acteal in 1996
and a further 1 in El Bosque in 1998, in Chiapas state.
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Al country reports and visit

Reports

* Mexico: Prisoners of conscience — Environmentalists
Rodolfo Montiel and Teodoro Cabrera (Al Index: AMR
417013/2000)

« Mexico: Motherand twosons tortured (Al Index: AMR
41/058/2000)

Visit

Al delegates visited Mexico in January.

MOLDOVA

REPUBLIC OF MOLOOVA

Head of state: Petru Lucinschi

Head of government: Dumitru Braghis

Capital: Chisindu

Population: 4.4 million

Official language: Moldovan (Romanian)

Death penalty: abolit/onist for all crimes (self-pro-
claimed Dnestr Moldavian Republic is retentionist)
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the ional Criminal Court

Arbitrary detention and ill-treatmentby police
continued. Conditions in prisons, institutions for
compulsory treatment of alcoholics, and orphanages
amounted to cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment or punishment. Atleast four political
prisoners remained imprisoned in the self-proclaimed
Onestr Moldavian Republic (DMR).

Background

Thepowerstrugglebetween PresidentPetruLucinschi
and parliament continued throughout 2000. This
impeded the adoption of legislation introducing social
and economicreformsandaffected international aid
payments. In July amendments to the Constitution
reduced the President’s power to veto legislation and
replaced direct presidential elections with a
parliamentary vote forahead of state.

Talks on regulating the status of the DMR continued
inconclusively. Efforts by the Organization for Security
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) to find a political
settlementstalled after DMR representatives failed to
take part as planned in the government delegation.
There was no tangible progress in the reduction of
Russian military stockpiles and forces from the DMR.

TheCouncil of Europe’s Commissioner on Human
Rights visitedMoldovain October. Thefollowing
month, the Council's Secretary Generalstatedthat
Moldovahadfailed tomeet anumber of requirements
toreformits legal system, particularly to adopt a new
criminal code, code of criminal procedure, and laws
concerning state prosecutors; to lift a series of press




restrictions; and toresolve the conflictbetween the
Moldovan and Bessarabian orthodox churches.

Arbitrary detention and ill-treatment

Police officers continued to resort to administrative
detention in order to detainsuspectsarbitrarily. The
riskof arbitrary detention and ill-treatment was
increased in July when the Constitutional Court
reportedly ruled that police could keep suspects in
custody forup to 72 hours before bringing them before
the courts to decide whether arrest warrants should be
issued. Those who are administratively detained for
minor offences do not enjoy the rights to a public
hearing, to be represented and to present their own
defence. Such cases were routinely examined in the
absence of the defendants.

&3 In April at least 24 students were detained in
Chisinau following protests concerning deteriorating
student benefits. They werecharged under the
Administrative Code with participating inan
unauthorized assembly and "shouting abusive words or
slogans in public places”. Many of the students
complained about policeill-treatment at the time of
arrest.

Cruel, inhuman or degrading prison conditions
Theauthorities failed toimproveprisonconditions
which in many instancesamounted to cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment. Conditions were especially
harshin pre-trial detention facilities.

©3 Around 1,700 peopledetained in Prisonnumber 3
in Chisinau awaiting trial were subjected to serious
overcrowding and poor sanitary conditions. Iron bars
and shutters blocked daylight and air from cells; most
prisoners were not allowed to exercise in the one small
courtyard available; and around 120 minors were kept
in their cells 24 hours a day without access to any
educational or recreational activity other than one
hour aday in front of the television ina windowless
room with no furniture.

People subjected to compulsory treatment for
alcoholism and drug addiction were held in similarly
deplorable conditions in psychiatricinstitutions or
special facilities where they were compelled to
undertake forced labour. Administrative procedures
for ordering compulsory treatment lacked adequate
judicial supervision and effective safeguards.
Particularly poor conditions were reported in the
psychiatric hospital in Curchi and in the Leova
Rehabilitation Centre.

In January, anofficial administering EuropeanUnion
aid in Chisinau described the conditions instate
institutions for orphans and children with disabilitiesas
critical and "resembling Nazi camps during the Second
World War”. In addition to appalling standards of care,
many children in orphanages in Bender andTiraspol
weresubjected to a brutal regime in which they were tied
tobeds, keptin cages orkeptisolated in locked rooms.

Political prisoners in the DMR
llie llascu, Alexandru Lesco, Andrei Ivantocand Tudor
Petrov-Popa of the so-called “Tiraspol Six", convicted
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of murder inig93bya courtinthe DMR, remainedin
prison. Their trial had reportedly failed tomeet
international standards of fairnessand the men had
allegedly beenprosecutedfor political reasons. In June
the European Court of Human Rights beganconsidering
their application; they claimed that they had not been
convicted by acompetent court, that the proceedings
leading to their conviction were not fair, and that their
prison conditions were 1n breach of the European
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms. International efforts to
organize a retrial in a third country continued.

MOROCCO/
WESTERN SAHARA

KINGDOM OF MOROCCO

Head of state: King Mohammed VI

Head of government: Abderrahmane Youssoufi
Capital: Rabat

Population: 28.3 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Opttonal
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the
involvementof children in armed conflict; Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court

Thearbitration commission, established in 1999 to
decide oncompensation forthe victims of
“disappearance" and arbitrarydetention and their
families, ed thatithad ined 148 claims.
However, the authorities failed to clarify the cases of
several hundred “disappeared", most of them
Sahrawis, or to acknowledge the deaths of some 70
Sahrawi who “disappeared” in secret detention
between the 1970s and early 1990s. One long-term
prisoner of conscience was released from house arrest
in May. Four prisoners of conscience were tried and
sentenced to prison terms. Hundreds of political
arrests were made and more than 60 political
prisoners sentenced after unfair trials in previous
years continued to be detained. There were continued
reports of torture of detainees and demonstrations
wereoften repressed with excessive force. The failure
to bring those responsible for human rights violations
tojustice remained a major concern.

Background

There was no tangible progress in negotiations between
Moroccoand the Frente Popular para la Liberacion de
Saguia el-Hamray Rio de Oro, Popular Front for the
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LiberationofSaguia el-Hamra and Riod e Oro (known as
the Polisario Front), on a proposed referendum on
independence for Western Sahara. The UN Mission for
theReferendum in WesternSahara (MINURSO) did not
begin hearing the around 140,000 appeals concerning the
register of people eligible to vote in the referendum and
nonew datewasscheduledfor the ballot.

Three national newspapers were banned in
December following the publication of an article
implicating the political left 1n a bid to kill the late King
Hassan Il in1972. Earlier in the year, seven foreign and
national newspapers had been subject to circulation
bans, apparently in response to articles published in
favour of independence for Western Sahara and
criticizing the monarchy. Moroccanjournalists were
sentenced to suspended prison terms, fined and
temporarily banned from journalism after being
convicted of libel against agovernment minister One
foreign journalist was expelled from the country with
no explanation.

Morocco'sfirstcentre for the rehabilitation of
torturevictims, a non-governmental initiative, was
opened in Casablanca in May.

Redress for past human rights violations

In July the arbitration commissionestablished by King
Mohammed VI to decide on compensation formaterial
and psychological damage suffered by the victims of
"disappearance” and arbitrary detention and their
families announced that it had examined 148 of the
5,819 compensation claims passed to it by the Consei/
consultatif des droits de 'homme(CCDH), Human
Rights Advisory Board, set up by KingHassan|lin19g0.
The commission awarded compensation totalling

140 milliondirhams (US$13 million) relating to 68 cases
which had been examined and given priority. Survivors
of the secret detention centre of Tazmamert, who were
released in 1991 after 18 years' "disappearance”, and the
families of those who died there made up the majority
of the beneficiaries.

However, families of those who died in Tazmamert
who submitted compensation claims but refused to sign
adeclaration that they would abide by the decision
made by the commission on their case were not
awarded compensation, The commission’s internal
regulations state clearly that its decisions are final and
admit norecourseto appeal. By the end of 2000, the
familtes of "disappeared” peoplewhosedeaths had
beenofficially acknowledged by theauthoritieshad not
been provided with information concerning the date,
place and causeof their relatives' deaths and had not
receved their relatives’ remains for burial or been told
wherethey were.

The mandate of the arbitration commission is limited
to the issue of compensation for the victims of
“disappearance” andarbitrary detention and their
families. In nocasewas aninvestigationknowntohave
beencarried out to establish responsibility for grave
and systematic human rights violations which occurred
in the past; the perpetrators, including those
responsible for gross violations over long periods of
time, were not brought tojustice.
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By the endof 2000, the cases of several hundred
people, the majority of them Sahrawis, who
"disappeared’betweenthe mid-1960s and early 19qo0s,
had notbeen officially clarified. The deaths between
1976 and 1991 of some 70 Sahrawi who "disappeared” in
thesecretdetention centres of Agdz, Qal'at M'gouna
and Laayoune had not been acknowledged by the
authorities, and their families had not received the
remains for burial or been told where they were

Prisoners of conscience

One long-term prisoner of conscience was released,
but four prisonersof conscience were sentenced to
prison terms in 2000.

3 'Abdessalam Yassine, spiritual leader of the banned
Islamist association a/-'Ad/ wa'l-lhsan{Justice and
Charity) who had been held under administratively
imposed housearrestsince December 1989, was
released on 15 May 2000.

3 InJune, three Sahrawis were sentenced to terms of
imprisonment by the Court of First Instance in Agadir
for “threatening statesecurity”. Brahim l.aghzal and
Cheikh Khaya weresentenced to four years’
imprisonment and Laarbi Massoudi to three years'
imprisonment. In addition, they were fined 10,000
dirhams (US$g30) each. The Court of Appeal turned
down an appeal against the verdict and increased
1.aarbi Massoudr’s sentence to fouryears’
imprisonment. The three men had beenarrestedin
December 1999 in separate incidents in Tan Tan,
Laayoune and Agadir. Twodays later they were
transported to military barracks where they alleged
thatthey weretortured; these allegations werenever
investigated. They wereinterrogated about material
they had been carrying linking them to the Polisario
Front, including a video cassette of the Polisario’s

10th Congress and the Constitution of the Sahrawi Arab
Democratic Republic.

&3 On17February, Mustapha Adib, a Moroccan Air
Force captain, was sentenced tofive years’
imprisonment by the MilitaryTribunal of Rabat and
dismissed from the armed forces for indiscipline and
dishonouring the army. His trial followed the
publication of an article in the Frenchnewspaper Le
Monde which quoted him as denouncing corruption in
the Moroccan armed forces. The trial violated
international standards for farr trial and was held
behindcloseddoors. Following an appeal, the
Supreme Court quashed the ruling in June on the
grounds that there had been irregularities in the case
andordereda retrial In OctoberMustapha Adib was
sentenced by the Military Tribunal of Rabat to two
and a half years’ imprisonment and dismissed from
the armed forces.

Torture/ ill-treatment

The number of reported cases of torture has
significantlydecreasedin recent years, but information
continued to be received that detainees held
incommunicado and prison inmates were tortured or
ill-treated in order toextract confessions and
information, or to punishand intimidate them.

Amnesty International Report 2001




Demonstrations continued to be dispersed with
excessive force by the security forces.

3 In May and]une, the authorities used excessive
force against several peaceful demonstrations by
associations of unemployed graduates. Dozens of
unemployed graduates and union leaders, including
Amine ‘Abdelhamid, Vice-President of the Moroccan
Human Rights Association and leader of the Moroccan
Union of Workers, were beaten with clubs and dozens
more were arrested and held overnight.

Polisario camps

Freedom of expression, association and movement
continued to be restricted in the camps controlled by
the Polisario Front near Tindouf in southwestern
Algeria. Those responsible for human rights abuses in
the camps in previous years continued to enjoy
impunity. The Polisario authorities failed to hand over
perpetrators still residentinthe camps to the
Algerian authorities to be brought to justice and the
Moroccan authorties failed to bring to justice the
perpetrators of abuses in the Polisario camps present
onits territory.

Communications with the government

In response to a memorandum sent to the Moroccan
authorities in April, Al received a set of documents
from the HumanRights Ministry later in theyear. The
Ministry provideda list of 102 detainees under sentence
of death, a list of 53 prisoners of war held by Morocco
anddetailed information on cases of prisoners of
conscience, deaths in custody, torture and ill-
treatment, andonthessue of "disappearances”. The
response indicated that judicial proceedings had been
initiated against members of the security forces alleged
to have been responsible for torture and ili-treatment,
but did not provide any details of individual cases

Amnesty InsernationalReport2001
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MOZAMBIQUE

REPUBLIC OF MOZAMBIQUE

Head of state: Joaquim Alberto Chissano

Head of government: Pascoal Mocumbi

Capital: Maputo

Population: 19.7 million

Official language: Portuguese

Death penalty: abolitionist forall crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Cnminal Court

Reports of human rights violations including torture
and killings of suspected criminals by the police
increased, while efforts to reform the criminal justice
systemand to retrain the police continued. At least
41 people were shot dead by the police during
demonstrations. There was political unrest during
protests againstthe 1999 electionresults, which led
to arrests. Prisons remained severely overcrowded. At
least 80 people died in police custody.

Background

Severe flooding hit Mozambique for several weeks in
February and March with devastating effects on the
economy and infrastructure. About 700 people died
and 330,000 became homeless. Landmines laid during
the civilwar, whichended in 1992, became dislodged,
posing a new threat to the population. Many donor
governments cancelled part or all their bilateral
debts,

Following parliamentary and presidential elections
in December 1999, which were won by the ruling Frente
paraa Libertagdo de Mogambique(FRELIMO),
Mozambique Liberation Front, the governmentwas
reappointed in January. InFebruary President)oaquim
Chissanowassworninfora further five-year term.
Provincial governorswere appointed in July. The
opposition coalition, Resisténcia Nacional
Mogambicana-Unido Eleitoral (RENAMO-UE),
Mozambican National Resistance—Electoral Union,
requested arecountof thevoteand an inquiry into
allegations of vote-rigging, but this was turneddown.
InJanuary RENAMO's president, Afonso Dhlakama,
threatened to setup aprovincial governmentin the six
northern and central provinces where the coalition had
wonamajonity. Healso moved theparty'sheadquarters
to Beira, Sofala province, despite a law requiring
political parties to bebasedin the capital. Protests
aganstelectionresults led toclashes with the police
and thearrest of RENAMO members

In January skirmishes between FRELIMO and
RENAMO-UE in llha de Mogambique, Nampula
province, resulted in several people beinginjured and
damageto property, as RENAMO members protested
against the election results. In May there was a report
that RENAMO sympathizers had rioted in Morrumbala,
Zambézia province, inprotestagainst the local
authorities.
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Excessive use offorce

In May the police used excessive force to deal witha
demonstration. Six people were shot dead and several
woundedinAube, in the Angoche district of Nampula
province, as they peacefully demonstratedoutside the
police station to call for the release of a RENAMO
member arrested earlier. Domingos Francisco Damiao,
Feliciano José Carlos and Nanlissa Albertodied
instantly while MussaAiubadied later in hospital. The
bodies of two other demonstrators who had been shot
were later found outside the town. Six people were
arrestedincluding Alvaro Chime Chale, RENAMO's
representative in Angoche, who was arrested in
Maputoseveral daysafter the incident and charged
with inciting civil disobedience. The six were
subsequently released on bail. They had not been tried
by the end of 2000, nor had an inquiry into the incident
been held.

In early November, 41 peopledied in clashes with the
police during nationwtde demonstrations organized by
RENAMO to protest against the results of the December
1999 elections. Scores of demonstrators were wounded
and hundreds arrested. Dozens of detainees were
reportedly tried and some sentenced to prison terms in
rapid trials, raising concern about their fairness. Others
were stillheld uncharged at the end of 2000. There had
been no inquiry into the killings and woundings by the
endof 2000

Police abuses

The number of allegations of police abuses increased,
including in Maputowhere there had beenan
improvement in previousyears. There werereports of
police officers assaulting street vendors who refused to
comply with demands for illegal payments. Some officers
were dismissed for abuse of power and misbehaviour,
3 InJuly, two police officersin Maputowere arrested
and charged with the indecent assault of five women and
asecurity guardduring aninterrogation in connection
witha theftin therestaurant where they worked. The
officers had not been tried at the end of the year.

Reports of severe beatings or other forms of torture in
policestations in order to extract confessions
increased, including in Maputo where the number of
casesreportedin previous years had slightly declined.
Many of the incidents werenot investigated.

&3 Marcelino Mutolo and his brother-in-law Luciano
Homoweretorturedin Inhambame city in January by
members of the Policiade Intervengéo Rapida (PIR),
Rapid Intervention Police, who were apparently
nvestigating a vehicle theft. Marcelino Mutolo was
held handcuffed to a pillar in amosquito-infested cell
andmade tostandfor hours before he and Luciano
Homo were taken outside the city. The two men were
pushed to the ground and severely beaten and had
shots fired above their heads. Both men were released
unchargedseveral days later. Marcelino Mutolo
reportedly had to pay a large sum of money to the
police. Noinvestigation was known to have been
initiated.
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Suspected extrajudicial executions

There werefurtherreportsof extrajudicial executions
of suspected criminals by the police, which did not
appear to have been investigated by the authorities.
The police often claimed that the victims were shot
whentrying to escape.

Gildo Joaquim Bata, who was accused of
possession of a gun, andTomas Paulo Nhacumbawere
arrested in Maputo in March. Theday after their arrest
the police took them in handcuffs to Gildo Joaquim
Bata's home and demandedmoney fromrelatives for
their release. As the families were unable to pay, both
men were apparently taken back to the police station
andsubsequently "disappeared”. Three days later their
bodieswerefound in the morgue wherethey had been
registered under different names. The body of Gildo
JoaquimBatahadabullet hole in the forehead while
thatof TomasPauloNhacumba hadone bullethole in
the forehead and oneinthe heart. Thepoliceclaimed
thatboth menhad beenshotwhile trying to escape. By
theendof 2000 no investigation had been carried out.

Deaths in detention

At least 8o people died in suspicious circumstances in
custody in Montepuez, in the northern province of
Cabo Delgado, in late November. Theyhad been
arrested two weeks earlier during nationwide
demonstrations called by RENAMO. Many of the
deceased were RENAMO members. A team of
investigators, including pathologists, concluded that
the deaths were caused by suffocation. However, they
were only able to perform post-mortem examinations.
Survivors toldMozambican human rights organizations
that on the night of the incident, at least g6 people
were held in acell at the police station whichmeasures
7m x 3m. Humanrights organizations which
investigated the deaths claimed that the detainees had
also been deprived of food and that guards ignored the
detainees’ cries for help. By the end of 2000 a
commission of inquiry had been set up but was not yet
functioning.

Prison conditions

Some attempts were made toimprove prison
conditions by processing cases more quickly and
allowing bail. Nevertheless, prisons remained severely
overcrowded. InJune the president of the
Parliamentary Commission on Justice, Legality and
Human Rights stated that prison conditions violated
human rights and degraded human life, adding that 65
per cent of the inmates were in pre-trial detention.
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UNION OF MYANMAR

Head of state and government: General Than Shwe
Capital: Yangon

Population: 46.8 million

Official language: Burmese

Death penalty: retentionist

Hundreds of people, including more than 200
membersofpolitical parties and young activists,
were arrested for political reasons. Ten others were
known to have been sentenced to long terms of
imprisonment after unfair trials. At least 1,500
political prisoners arrested in previous years,
including more than 100 prisoners of conscience and
hundreds of possible prisoners of conscience,
remained in prison. Daw Aung San Suu Kyiand other
leaders of the National League for Democracy (NLD)
were placed under defactohousearrest after being
prevented by the military from travelling outside
Yangon to visitother NLD members.Prison
conditions constituted cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment, and torture of political prisoners was
reported. The military continued to seize ethnic
minority civilians for forced labour duties and to kill
members of ethnic minorities during counter-
insurgency operations in the Shan, Kayah, and Kayin
states. Five people were sentenced to deathin 2000
fordrug trafficking.

Background

Asin previousyears, the army continued to engage in
skirmishes with the Karen National Union (KNU), the
Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP), and the
Shan State Army-South (SSA-South). Sixteen cease-fire
agreements negotiated in previous years between the
State Peaceand Development Council (SPDC) and
various ethnic minority armed opposition groups were
maintained.

Continuing political stalemate

In spite of international and domestic efforts, the
military government of the SPDC refused toengage in
dialogue with the NLD. In August Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
and other NLD leaders left Yangon to visit NLD
members. They were detained ontheroad inDalah
townshipby themilitary authoritiesforio days before
being forcibly returned to Yangon. They were then held
incommunicado under house arrest for 12 days. The
NLD headquarters in Yangon were raided and
documents reportedly confiscated. In September, when
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and NLD Vice-chairman U TinOo
attempted to travel by train to Mandalay, they were
forcibly removedfrom the Yangon train station. U Tin
Oowastakento Yemon Military Intelligence Baseand
detained there; Daw Aung San SuuKyi and eightother
NLD Central ExecutiveCommittee members were
placedunder housearrestwheretheyremainedat the
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end of theyear. Almost 100 NLD members were
arrested in connection with the two attempted NLD
trips, including NLD supporters whohad gathered to
greet Daw Aung San Suu Kyi at the train station,

Political prisoners

Atleast 1,700 people remained imprisoned for political
reasons, including 37 NLD members of parliament-
elect. Anadditional 45 members of parliament-elect
arrestedin September 1998, 43 of them members of the
NLD, continued to be held without chargein
"governmentguesthouses”. They had been arrested in a
pre-emptive move to prevent themfrom convening a
parliamentafter the SPDC's refusal to do so. Saw Naing
Naing, an NLD member of parliament-elect from
Pazundaung township, Yangon, who had been released
inJanuary 1999, wasrearrestedin September 2000.

Tenpolitical prisoners were known to have been
released, including five elderly men released after the
Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General for
Myanmar visited the country in October.

In the run-up to the 10th anniversary in May of the
NLD election victory, hundreds of NLD supporterswere
arrested. In pressconferencesheld in Mayand July, the
SPDCaccused the NLD of having links with exiled
oppositiongroups which it claimed were involved in
“terrorist” acts.

U Than Lwin, an NLD member of parliament-elect
fromConstituency 2, Madaya township, Mandalay
Division, wasarrestedand sentenced in May to nine
years'imprisonment for sending a letter to the local
authorities. The letter protested against a
demonstration held against him in March, staged by the
authorities, whoreportedly forced people toattend.
&3 InMay scores of NLDmembersfromTaungdwingyi
township, Magwe Division, were arrested for attending
aparty meeting; seven were sentenced to eight years’
imprisonment.

&3 UAyeThaAung, aprisoner of conscience and
leader of the Arakan League for Democracy, was
arrested in April and sentenced to 21 years'
imprisonment. His health deteriorated significantly
following hisarrest. He was the Secretary of the
10-member Committee Representing the People's
Parliament which the NLD and other opposition parties
formedin 1998, and represented four ethnic minority
opposition parties, including his own.

3 Seven Rohingyas, including Serajudin bin Nurislam,
were arrested in juneforattemptingto travel to
Yangon. They were |ater sentenced to between eight
and 1z years' imprisonmentand were held in Sittwe,
capital of the Rakhine State. Rohingyas, who are
Muslims living in the Rakhine State, are forbidden from
travelling outside their home townships.

Prison conditions

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
continued visiting prisons, "government guesthouses”
where members of parliament-elect were detaned,
and some labour camps. However theywere notknown
to have hadaccess toMilitary Intelligence
Headquarters where torture was most frequently
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reported. in April the ICRCannounced that it had
identified some 1,500 "security detainees”. Conditions
1n most prisons were extremely poor, owing to lack of
adequatefood, water, sanitation, and medical care.
Myingyan Prison in Mandalay Division and Tharawaddy
Prison in Bago Division were known to be particularly
harsh

& Daw San San Nweh, prisonerof conscience and
well-known writer, sufferedfrom high blood pressure,
arthritic rheumatism and kidney problems, but did not
receive appropriate medical treatment. Poor prison
conditions in Myanmar's largest facility, Insein Prison,
further exacerbated her health problems.

Tortureand ill-treatment of political prisoners
continued to be reported. Methods of torture included
severebeatings and kicks with boots; an iron bar being
rolled repeatedly up and down the shins until the skin
peeled off; near-suffocation; and "the airplane®, where
prisoners are suspended from the ceiling, spun around
and beaten.

&3 AKarenni Christian farmer from Loikaw township,
Kayah State, reported that he wasarrested by the army
andaccusedof working with the KNPP after a battle
between the twoforces in February. He wasbeatenwith
rifle butts, punchedin thefaceandkicked in the head
so severely that hishearingwas permanently damaged.
He was then forced to accompany troops as a guide for
one week during which time he was beaten every day
with sticks and tied with a rope.

Forced labour

Thearmy continued to seize ethnic minority civilians
fromthe Shan, Karen andKarenni ethnic minorities for
forced labour They were made toworkon
infrastructure projects and to carry equipment for
patrolling troops. Forced labour of criminal prisoners
in labour camps, who were made to break rocks or to
work as porters for the army, was also reported.

A Shan woman from l.aikha township, Shan State,
reported that in February she had regularly been forced
to cut bamboo, build fences, and maintain military
camps and roads.

Extrajudicial executions

Extrajudicial executions of ethnicminority civilians
taking noactivepart in thehostilitiescontinued to be
reported. In Kunhing township, Shan State, more than
100 Shan and hill tribe people were believed to have
beenkilled in January, February and May. The SSA-
South was reportedly active in Kunhing township

International responses
The SPDC presented its initial report to the UN
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women. The Committee expressed concern about.
among other things, violations against ethnic minority
women and the plight of women in custody.

Atthe International Labour Organisation (1LO)
Conference in June, the ILO gave the SPDC until 30
November to enact "concrete and detailed measures”
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tocomply with ILO Convention No. 29 on forced labour,
to which Myanmar became a party in 1955, If the SPDC
was found not to comply, the ILO recommended, among
other things, that iLO members should review "thelir]
relations... to ensure thatithe SPDC| cannot take
advantage of such relations to perpetuate or extend the
system”. In November the ILO's governing body met
and decided that sufficientconcretemeasures had not
been taken by the SPDC to comply with Convention

No. 29andthereforeit upheld the ILO measures
adopted in June.

In April the UN Commission on Human Rights
adopted by consensus its ninth resolution extending
the mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur on Myanmar
foranother year and deploring “the continuing pattern
of gross and systematic violations of human rights in
Myanmar”. A strongly worded resolution wasalso
adopted by consensus at the UN General Assemblyin
December. In April the UN Secretary-General
appointed a new Special Envoy for Myanmar, whose

iIstoensure i on of the 1999
General Assembly Resolution on Myanmar. He visited
the countryn June and july, and again in October,
when he met with General Than Shwe and Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi. In November the UN Special Rapporteur on
Myanmar resigned; during his four-year tenure he had
neverbeen permitted by the SPDC to enter the country.

In May the USArenewed limited economic sanctions.
in April the European Union (EU) strengthenedits
Common Position to include freezing the funds of SPDC
membersand other government officials in EU
countries; thiswas renewed in October. The SPDC
postponed an EU troika visit which was to have taken
place in October, but the meeting between the EU and
the Association of South-East Asian Nattons (ASEAN),
which the SPDC attended, took place in Laos in
December.

Al country reports

* Unsung heroines: Women of Myanmar (Al index: ASA
16/004/2000)

« Myanmar: Exodus fromthe Shan State (Al Index: ASA
16/011/2000)

 The nstitution of torture in Myanmar(Al Index: ASA
16/024/2000)
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REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA

Head of state: Or Samuel Nujoma

Head of government: Hage Geingob

Capital: Windhoek

Population: 1.6 million

Death penalty: abolitionist for ail crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention

There was a sharp rise in human rights violations in
the northeastern Kavango and Caprivi provinces,
particularly early in 2000, following Namibian
involvement in the Angolancivil war. Human rights
violations were reportedly committed by the
Angolan and Namibian armies, as well as by the
Namibian police's Special Field Forces (SFF),
including extrajudicial executions and torture. There
werealso concerns regarding freedom of expression
and association.

Background

FromDecember 999 onwards, the Namibian
government permitted the Angolan army to mount
attacks into Angola from Kavango and Caprivi
provinces against the forces of the Unido Nacional para
a Independéncia Total de Angola(UNITA), National
Union for the Total Independence of Angola

Kavango and Caprivi provinces

Extrajudicial executions

Human rights violations, including extrajudicial
executions, by the Angolanand Namibian armies, as
well as by the SFF, were reported throughout 2000.

3 Angolan soldiers reportedly shot dead Thaddeus
Mubili, a villager from western Caprivi, on 22 January,
after one of their number was injured by a landmine.
Thaddeus Mubili hadbeen helping the soldiers track
suspected UNITA members who had attacked a village
the previous day.

Agroup of Angolans and Namibians, apparently
members of a family group who live on both sides of the
borderriver,reportedly crossed into Namibia west of the
Kavango provincial capital, Rundu, on 10 January. The
presence of the group aroused suspicion and Namibian
soldiers arrived and started shooting. A six-year-old girl
wasshotdeadand a man wasshotin the buttocks.
Torture/ill-treatment

There werereports of torture and excessive use of
forceby Angolan and Namibian armed forces, as well as
the SFF.Earlyin 2000 there were reports of Angolan
soldiers torturing young women by raping them. There
were also reports of soldiers based in Angola abducting
girls from Namibia and taking them to Angola.

3 Erkki Fiderato was arrested on7 January at his
home in eastern Kavango by SFF officers. During arrest
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hewasreportedly kicked and beaten withriflebutts.
Villagers heard him screaming throughout the night.
3 MuyevaThaddeusMunango was shot and wounded
in the hand and leg on 4February. He had been fishing
inariver east of Rundu when an SFF officerreportedly
orderedhim to leave theriver, then shot him and left
him for dead, He regained consciousness and managed
to reach his home, where villagers took him to hospital.
Forciblereturns
Some refugees who fled the Angolan conflict after
November 1999 were forcibly returned. Accounts of the
way the authorities dealt with the population in the
northeast suggesteda pattern of cooperation between
the Namibian police and members of the Angolan army.
Angolan women in Osire refugee camp in January
reported that they had beenseparated from their
husbands and that they feared the men may havebeen
handedover to the Angolanarmy. The missingmen
were mostly from Angola’scentral highlands where
UNITA drew much of its support. The authorities did not
respond to inquiries by the UN High Commussioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) about 50 men reported missing in
November and December 1999,

Morethantoo people remained in custody throughout
2000afteran armed secessionist uprising in Katima
Mulilo, the provincial capital of Caprivi, in August 1999.
About 300 people were inttially arrested and others
werearrested in the following months. All of those
initially arrested were reportedly tortured during their
arrests. More than 130 of those released without charge
filed complaints of torture during 2000 and sought
compensation. Their cases were still pending at the end
of theyear. Three police officers named by many
detainees as perpetrators of torture remained on duty.

Freedom of expression and association
Many of thosestill detained following the uprising in
Katima Mulilo appeared to be possible prisoners of
conscience. They were accused of sedition and treason
because of their opinionsor the organizations they
belongedto, eventhough they did notparticipate in or
advocate any violence.

Therewas growingcriticism by government
ministers andgovernmentparty officials of the press,
the judiciary and non-governmental organizations
Officials threatened to withdraw residence permits
fromforeignjudges and encouragedthe police to
“eliminategaysand lesbians fromthe face of Namibia”.

Al country report and visit

Report

« Namibia: Human rights abuses in the border area
(Al Index: AFR 03/001/2000)

Visit

Al delegatesvisited Namibia in January to investigate

the situation in the border area with Angola.
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NEPAL

KINGDOM OF NEPAL

Head of state: King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev
Head of government: Girija Prasad Koirala (replaced
Krishna Prasad Bhattarai in March)

Capital: Kathmandu

Population: 23.9 million

Official language: Nepah

Death penalty: abolitionistfor all crimes
2000treatyratifications/ signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the
nvolvement of children in armed conflict

Grave human rights violations by police, including
extrajudicial executions, "disappearances” and
torture, were reported in the contextof the “people’s
war" declared by the Communist Party of Nepal
(CPN) (Maoist) in 1996. There were also widespread
abuses by members of the CPN (Maoist), including
deliberate killings, hostage-taking and torture. The
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) was
finally set up in May, but had not become fully
operational by the end of 2000. Impunity and the
lack of independent investigation into human rights
violations remained a major concern.

Background

Political instability adversely affected the human rights
situation. A powerstruggle within the leadership of the
NepaliCongress Party (NCP), particularly between
Girija Prasad Koirala and Krishna Prasad Bhattarai,
resulted in the former replacing the latter as Prime
Minister in March. However, the power struggle
continued and hampered efforts to initiate a dialogue
between the government and the CPN (Maoist).

In April, the National Defence Council (NDC), a
constitutional body, was activated by Prime Minister
Koiralaas one of severalmeasures toaddress the
Maoist “people’s war”. The implementation of a
government decision in April to establish a paramilitary
force called the Armed Security Force was delayed and
it had not been set up by theend of 2000. In October,
the NDC decided to station the army in district
headquarters

There were several attempts to initiate talks between
the government and representatives of the CPN
(Maoist), including by the Consensus Seeking
Committee, set up in December 1999 and chaired by
former Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba (a political
ally of Krishna Prasad Bhattarai). Among the conditions
for talks set by the CPN (Maoist) was a demand for an
inquiry into the whereabouts of CPN (Maoist) members
and supporters who had “disappeared”.

The mandate of the Consensus Seeking Committee
was not extended when itended on 16 October. The
Committee’s final reportdescribed the Maoist "people’s
war” as a political problem arising from the country’s
socio-economicstructure, and urged the government
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to hold talks with the CPN (Maoist) about their
demands, apart from those calling for constitutional
changes. It also suggested that the security apparatus
be strengthened. In November, the prospects for
dialogue worsened after a released Maoist leader
alleged that the government had forced him to
denounce the CPN (Maoist) at a press conference.

Extrajudicial executions

According to official figures, between November i999
and October 2000, 221 people werekilled by police in
the context of the "people’s war”. The government
claimed there were no civilians among them and that all
membersof the CPN (Maoist) werekilled during
exchanges of fire. However, therewas clear evidence
that dozens of civilians and many members of the CPN
(Maoist) were unlawfully killed. There were also
reports that riot police killed several civilians,
including two children, when they opened fireduring
demonstrations in December.

The UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary executions visited Nepal in
February. Inher report, shestressed the urgent need to
put in placestrong, independent and credible
mechanisms toinvestigateand prosecute human rights
abuses.

3 Seven civilians and two alleged members of the
CPN (Maoist) were killed on 14 January at Thaku,
Achham district, when police went on a rampage in the
village. Early that day, membersof the CPN (Maoist) had
coerced villagers into attending a "cultural program”.
Whenapolice patrol thought to be from Kamal Bazar
police station approached the village, the organizers
fled. Police started shooting at random. Four villagers
were shot dead while taking shelter in a tea shop, three
others while running away. Twomembers of the CPN
(Maoist) reportedly surrendered to the police and were
interrogated forseveral hours. Villagers later heard
shots. The next morning, police forced villagers tocarry
nine deadbodies to theriver. The bodies were
crematedthere despiteprotestsfrom the relatives of
the dead villagers.

&3 On22February, 15 unarmed civilians were allegedly
killed by police in Rukum district, apparently in reprisal
for the killingof 15 policemen duringan attack by
members of the CPN (Maoist) on a police station at
Ghartigaun, Rolpa district, three days earlier. Police
dragged people outside their houses and shot them.
Theyalso burned the houses. All those killed were
reportedly supporters of the NCP, including Trivan Wali.

‘Disappearances’/ unacknowledged de

There was mounting evidence of secret detention of
people arrested on suspicion of being members of the
CPN (Maoist). The whereabouts of 13 peoplearrested
during 2000remained unknown at the end of theyear.
More than soother "disappearances” reportedin 1998
and 1999 also remained unclarified.

Severalof those released after long periods of
unacknowledged detention gave evidence of torture
and of cruel, inhuman and degrading conditions of
detention.
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&3 TaraPrasadBhusal, a17-year-old school student,
was rearrested by police on 25 Junefrom the premises
of the Butwal Appelate Court, immediately aftera judge
had ordered his release. He was held in secret
detention at three different places for one month and
kept blindfolded and with his hands tied for most of the
ume.

orture continued to be reportedon aregular basis.
&3 Astudent fromKailali district whowasarrested in
May on suspicion of being a Maoist sympathizer was
tortured for three days at the district police office. He
was subjected to prolonged beatings on his backand

legswith astick and to falanga(beating on the soles of
the feet).

Arbitrary arrests and detention

An estimated 1,600 people were servinga prison
sentence or awaitingtrial in relation to crimes
allegedly committed in the context of the "people’s
war” at the end of 2000. The abuse of the Public
Security Act,underwhich political activists were
repeatedly rearrested despite court orders for their
release, continued. The authorities also increasingly
used provisions of the Anti-State Crimes and Penalties
Act, 1989, which includes crimes such asinsurrection
and treason carrying punishments of up to life
imprisonment. Itappeared that the police were using
this law to prevent suspects’release on bail pending
trial.

Abuses by the CPN (Maoist)

According to official sources, members of the CPN
(Maoist) killed 82 civilians between November 1999 and
October 2000. Most of them weremembers of the NCP.
Dozens of people were also taken hostage or abducted.
Children as young as 14, including girls, were recruited.
There werealsoreports that those held captive were
subjected to cruel punishments.

Alwroteto the leadership of the CPN (Maoist) inJune
to express concernabout abductions of civilians,
includingchildren. In a public statementissued on 23
August, the leadership deniedthat childrenhadbeen
recruited into the "people’s army”. In a further letter
sentin October, Al clarified that it opposed anyformof
recruitment, trainingor deployment of children under
the age of 18, including for support roles such as
messengers or porters. Al also sought clarification
about "deathsentences" reportedly imposed by Maoist
"people’scourts” onseven people as announced during
apressconference organized by the Rolpa district unit
of the CPN (Maoist) on 27 August.

3 ManSingh Shahi, the President of the Association
of Victims of Maoists in Kalikot district, was killed on
1September.

€3 Shiva Prasad Bhatta, headmaster of the Mandali
Primary Schoolin Pandrung, Gorkhadistrict, waskilled
on 22 August.

&3 Three 14-year-olds and a 15-year-old student from
Janapriya High School in Jajarkot district were taken
away by members of the CPN (Maoist) from their school
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hostel in Dashera on 8 and 9 June respectively. They
had not returned by the end of 2000.

Impunity

There was a complete lack of accountability for
extrajudicial executions. Investigations were internal
and conducted by the police or the Ministry of Home
Affairs, and in most cases the bodies of victims were
disposed of without any inquiry.

Accountability in relation to "disappearances” and
torture was also lacking. [n August the llam district
courtawarded compensation of Rupees 5,000 (US$70)
to Hasta Rai, who had been tortured by police at
Aitabari police postin November 1999. This was only
the second case in which compensation had been
awarded since the Torture Compensation Act came into
forceinigg6.

National Human Rights Commission

Members of the NHRC were appointed in May, more
than three years after the law for the establishment of
the Commussion was enacted. The institution
experienced logistical and financial problemsarising
from lack of government cooperation. The police also
appeared reluctant to cooperate with the NHRC.

Al countryreportand visits

Report

 Nepal: Human rights and security (Al [ndex: ASA
31,001/2000)

Visits

A high-level delegation, including Al's Secretary General,

visited Nepal in February. During a furthervisit in

November, the Secretary General launched a campaign

toeradicate torture in Nepal.
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NEW ZEALAND

NEW ZEALAND

Head of state:Queen Elizabeth Ii, represented by
Michael Hardie Boys

Head of government: Helen Clark

Capital: Wellington

Population: 3.8 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: abolitionistfor all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children‘sConvention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute
of the International Cnminal Court

A man was shot dead by police in disputed
circumstances. A number of asylum-seekers were
detained.

Background

The government announced a major review of existing
systemsand legislation for the protection and
promotion of human rights. In june, the Ministry of
Justiceissued a set of guidelines for government policy
advisers on the application of the 1993 Human Rights
Actand the implications of the prohibition of
discrimination due to come intoeffectfrom2002. A
parliamentary committee commenced amajor inquiry
into New Zealand's partin the promotion and
implementation of international human rights
standards, particularly in the Asia/Pacific region.

Police shooting

In April, a police officer at Waitara, Taranaki, shot
dead Steven Wallace, a 23-year-old Maori man, in
disputed circumstances. Theshootingled to racial
tension which wasinvestigated by the national
Human Rights Commission. In August, a police inquiry
found that theshooting was lawful, and that "race
was not an issue”. According to the police, Steven
Wallace had been acting in an irrational, destructive
and threatening manner, and had smashed the
windows of a police car and various buildings before
being confronted by two armed officers. About one
minute later, one of the officers fired four shots at
StevenWallace, allegedly as he came to within six
metres of them holding abaseball bat. Police
admitted that there had been delays in providing
medical attention. Investigations by a coroner and
the Police Complaints Authority had not been
completed by the end of 2000

Detention of asylum-seekers

A number of asylum-seekers who arrived without travel
documents were detained. In May the High Court in
Auckland ruled that such detention may become illegal
once it ceases to be reasonable under the
circumstances.
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Injuly the Court of Appeal overturned an earlier High
Courtdecisionwhich in1ggghad led to the release from
prison of 16 asylum-seekers, The New Zealand
Immigration Service had argued that the 1951 UN
Refugee Convention and the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees Guidelines on the Detention of Asylum-
Seekersimposedno obligationson government
officials toreleasedetained asylum-seekers

NICARAGUA

REPUBLICO FNICARAGUA

Head of state and government: Arnoldo Alem4n Lacayo
Capital:Managua

Population:5 million

Official language: Spanish

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

Human rights defenders were threatened. Police
officers injured demonstrators and detainees.

Background

Theeffectsof theagreementsigned in 1999 between
the two main political parties, the ruling Partido Liberal
Constitucionalista, Constitutionalist Liberal Party, and
the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion Nacional,
Sandinista National Liberation Front, started to
emerge. They were criticized by sectors of civil society
as a threat to the democratic process and to basic
human and civil rights. For example, electoral reforms
introduced in January established new rules for the
creationof political parties, imposing difficult
conditions, and changed the requirementsfor the
registration of candidates. During municipal elections
in November, a significant number of partieswere left
out of the contest and candidates were prevented from
running foroffice.

Human rights defenders
Human rights defenders and non-governmental
organizations were threatened. In March government
ministers accused Vilma Nuriez de Escorcia, President
of the Centro Nicaragiiense de Derechos Humanos
(CENIDH), Nicaraguan Centre for Human Rights, of
obstructing police work. Pro-government newspapers
and radio stations suggested her death might be the
answer to the unrest in the northeast of the country.
CENIDH had been investigating the killing of three men,
former members of an armed group of ex-soldiers, the
Frente Unido Andrés Castro (FUAC), Andrés Castro
United Front. In May an anonymous letter with further
threats was delivered to CENIDH's office.

Government authorities, including President
Arnoldo Aleman, were reported to have strongly




criticized non-governmental organizations, calling
them "merchants of poverty"amongother things. In
some cases these attacks came after thegroups had
criticized the authorities’ handling of aid for victims of
natural disasters.

&3 InDecember, Dorothy Virginia Granada, a 70-year-
old US citizen working as a nurse 1n a cooperative clinic
inMulukuku, North AtlanticAutonomous Region, was
harassed and intimidated by police and immigration
agents. The clinic had faced allegations of attempting to
influence its patients politically; of illegal abortions; of
treating members of FUAC: and of not being properly
registered to practise. President Arnoldo Aleman had
attacked Dorothy Granada in the press, claiming that
she was an illegal resident. On 8 December, 15 heavily
armed anti-riot police, accompanying immigration
officers, entered her house withoutawarrant to arrest
and deport her. She wasnot at home at the time. She
went into hiding in fear of another display of force and
her health deteriorated. On 13 December, the Minister
of thelnterior, José Marenco, announced thather
residency hadbeenrevoked on 7December, and that
she had 24hoursto leave the country. However, ajudge
reviewing the case annulled the minister’s decision and
ruled that she was a legal resident. The minister
appealed and a final decision was pending at the end of
2000..

National Police

Police officers reportedly used excessive force, causing
injuries to demonstrators, and ill-treated detainees. In
Marchabout 20 demonstrators protesting against law
reforms were beaten and injured by members of the
National Police who used rubber bullets and tear gas
against them. Dozens of police officers were expelled
fromthe force for corruptionor abuse of authority,
including beating people in their custody. In Augusta
police officer was expelled from the force aftera
photograph appeared in the press showing him kicking
two young men.

Al action

Al called on thegovernment to protect human rights
defendersand others who were being threatened.
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REPUBLIC OF THE NIGER

Head of state: Mamadou Tandja

Head of government: Hama Amadou (replaced Ibrahim
Assan Mayaki in January)

Capital: Niamey

Population: 9.4 million

Official language: French

Death penalty: abolitionist in etz

The human rights situation improved with the return
of civilian rule after elections in November 1999.
However, some journalists were targeted and
arrested during 2000 and there were severalcases of
torture in detention.

Background

Forthefirst time since 1996, Niger was ruled
throughout 2000by a civilian head of state, elected at
the end of 1999 after fair and transparent elections. The
presidential election ended four years of military rule
marked by two coups, the second of which led to the
killing of President Ibrahim Baré Mainassara by
members of his presidential guard in April 1999. During
this period of military rule, the humanrights situation
haddeteriorated.

Impunity

In March, President Mamadou Tandjadeclared himself
ready to "seek out and establish the truth” concerning
the killing of President BaréMainassara. In Julya
coaltion of i opposition parties, the Coordination des
forces démocratiques (CFD), Coordination of
Democratic Forces, called for the truth behind this
killing to beestablished. The European Union and Al
alsocalledfor investigations intothe killing, butno
inquiry was opened by theend of 2000.

Detention of journalists

Several journalists were detained during 2000.

&3 In)une, Abdoulaye Tchiémogo, publishing director
of Le Canard libéré, a private weekly, and one of his
journalists, IllaKané, were arrested and held for four
days. The newspaper had been highly critical of the
military junta which took power in April 1999. The
journalists received a two-month suspended sentence in
August for publishing anarticlewhichdescribed Prime
Minister Hama Amadou as a "pyromaniacand coward”
In asecondcase, the two journalists received a six-
month suspended sentence in October for publishing
several articles which were deemed defamatory, and
which allegedly “sapped the morale of the army”.

3 InOctober, three journalists from the private
weekly L ‘Enquéteur werecharged with “spreading
false news" after the publication of an article about a
dispute between Niger and Benin concerning the
island of Lété. The three were Soumana Maga, the
founder of the weekly; TahirouGouro, its managing
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director; and Sahf Dago, a journalist. In November,
Soumana Maga was sentenced to eight months’
imprisonment. He was a prisoner of conscience. The
two other journalists received six-month suspended
sentences

Torture/
Torture and ill-treatment of both criminal and political
prisoners were reported during 2000.

3 In August, three detainees in Diakena prison near
the townof Tillabéry in the west of the country were
handcuffed and hanged head down from a tree by their
feetfor more than 0 hours. The three men were
suspected of theft. One had to have a leg and an arm
amputated as a result. An investigation was opened and
threeprison warderswerearrested

3 InJune, several soldiers arrested on suspicion of
kidnapping Major D jibrilla Hamidou Hima, spokesman
of the former military junta, were tortured and ill-
treated. Thedetainees andtheirlawyer lodged a
complaint but no inquiry into these allegations of
torture had beenopened by the end of 2000.

Al country report
« Niger: The nght tojustice (Al Index: AFR
43/001/2000)

NIGERIA

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

Head of state and government: Olusegun Obasanjo
Capital: Abuja

Population: 111 S miflion

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

2000treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention onthe
nvolvement of children in armed conflict; Optional
Protocol tothe UN Women's Convention; Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court

There was no investigation into continuing incidents
of alleged extrajudicial executions or excessive use of
force by the security forces which have taken place
since therestoration of civilian government in May
1999, One amputation and several public floggings
were carried out under new laws introducing corporal
punishment insome northernstates. Evidence was
heard in the trial of security officers allegedly
involved in an attempted extrajudicial execution in
1996, and hearings started before a commission of
inquiry investigating human rights violations
committed before May 1999.
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Background

Thereweresporadic outbreaks of civil unrest
throughout the year in which hundreds died. As many
as 1,000 people werekilled inintercommunal violence
between Christian and Muslim communities in
February over the possible extension of Sharia (Islamic
law) in Kaduna State, northern Nigeria, and in reprisal
killings in eastern Nigeria. In May renewed rioting in
Kadunaledtoa further3oo deaths. Further unrest over
Sharialeft 1o dead in Gombe State in September and at
least nine in Niger State in November. In Octobermore
than 100 people died in Lagos, southwestNigeria, in
intercommunal conflict.

There was widespread lack of publicconfidencein the
severely under-resourced police force, and lynchings of
criminal suspects by vigilante groups or community
militias sometimes provoked intercommunal conflict
The government condemned the emergence of
ethnically based militias and, followingserious unrest,
carried out widespread arrests of those allegedly
involved. [tincreased the size of the police force and
deployed troops in support of the police in areas of
unrest. Special task forces were posted to the oil-
producing Niger Delta areawhere thefts from fuel
pipelines rose, scores of people died in explosions at
pipelines ruptured by thieves and oil company
personnel continued to be taken hostage for ransom

In April, the Supreme Court ruled that the African
Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights and other
international treaties took precedence over domestic
law This overturned a March 1996 ruling by the Federal
High Court that international legal obligations were
overruled by military decrees which prohibited
recourse to the courts. Humanrights lawyer Gani
Fawehinmi had challenged his detention without
charge or trial from January to November 1996 on the
grounds that it violated rightsguaranteed by Nigeria's
Constitution and the African Charter on Human and
Peoples’Rights, incorporated into Nigerian law in 1983,

Killings by the security forces

There were reports that the security forces used
excessive force in response to protests against oil
company activities and thefts fromoil pipelines in the
Niger Delta, resulting in several reported fatalities
Earlier killings and ill-treatment by the security forces
since May 1999 were not subject to independent
investigation. Local human rights organizations
expressed concern at persistent reports that suspected
armed robbers werekilled by the police instead of
being prosecuted

3 In April police shot dead at least one person,
18-year-old Barinaadua Gbaraka, and burned down
homes in K-Dere village in Rivers State after residents
opposed a road-building project by the Shell oil
company Several residents were detained and
reportedly assaulted. Ledum Mitee, lawyer and leader
of the Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People
(MOSOP), was among 1 people subsequently released
on bail to await trial on charges including arson and
attemptedmurder. His family home was among those
burned The trials wererepeatedly adjourned.
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& Apolice taskforcein Abia State reportedly killed at
least three people in the Osisioma area suspected of
stealing fuel fromruptured pipelines:in May Sunday
Benjamin, in June Ikechi Nwogu and in October
EgbulefuUgwuzor. In September and November the
task force was alleged to have looted and burned
property of relatives or associates of suspected fuel
thieves.

House of Assembly representatives in Delta State
reportedthat in September members of a paramilitary
police unit hadfired indiscriminately at residents of
several villages, burned andransacked homes, and
looted property.

&3 InOctober at least eight youths were reportedly
killed when troops guarding an oil facility belonging to
theAgipoil company fired on protesters from the
nearby townof Olugbobiri, BayelsaState. Aboutso
youths in speedboats had reportedly intended to shut
down production after disagreements over a road-
building project.

&3 The Benue State authorities said that ajudicial
commission of inquirywouldinvestigate the reported
killing of 10 people by members of a federal
paramilitary police unit in December. Raids on villages
in the Mbalim and Mbasombo districts reportedly took
place after community leaders reported pipeline
leakages and contamination of farmland and
waterways to the Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation.

Cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment
Atleastoneamputation and several floggings were
carried out. New laws introduced or announced in
tonorthern states during 2000 provided harsh corporal
punishments for offencesincluding theft, sexual
offences, consumption of alcohol and gambling.
Several men and atleastone woman were publicly
flogged for offences which included smoking
marijuana, gamblingand carryingwomen on the back
of motorcycle taxis.

The federal government did not challenge the
unconstitutionality of some of the new state laws, but
advised citizens to seek legal redress in the higher
courts, including the Supreme Court. However,
sentences were often carried out immediately after
conviction and most defendants had no defence lawyer
or means tobringan appeal.

S InFebruary Sani Mamman, aged18, was given

100 lashes in Zamfara State for having sexual relations
outside marriage.

&3 InMarch afarmer in Zamfara State, Buba Bello
Jangebe, had his right hand amputated after being
convicted ofstealingacow. He failed toappeal against
the sentence within the allotted 30 days.

3 In August Sule Sale received86 lashes for drinking
alcohol and stealing cigarettes in KatsinaState.

&3 InSeptember, 17-year-old Bariya Ibrahim Magazu
was sentenced to 100 lashes for having sex outside
marriage. Unable to produce sufficient witnesses to
substantiate her allegation that she had been coerced
into having sex with three men, one of whom had made
her pregnant, she was sentenced to afurther 8o lashes

NIG

for her accusations against the three men, which were
judged to be false.

Political imprisonment

Supporters of opposition groups were arrested and
charged with offences, sometimes following unrest, in
circumstances suggesting that their detentions were
politically motivated.

&3 InMay, s4supportersof the Movement for the
Actualisation of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB)
werearrested in Aba, Abia State, and charged with
treasonable felony and unlawful assembly. They were
alleged to have conspired to overthrow the
governmentby declaring an independent state. In
August a magistrates’ court struck out the chargesof
treasonable felony on the grounds that the court lacked
jurisdiction totry a federal offence and granted them
bail on the charges of unlawful assembly.

& InearlySeptember Alhaji Sule Zurmi, an opposition
partyleader inZamfaraState, was arrested with (7
supporters and detained for more thantwo weeks.
Charged with responsibility for an attack on the State
Governor'sconvoy in which anumber of people were
injured, their arrest and prosecution were criticized by
federal government officials as arbitrary and politically
motivated. They were released pending trial.

&3 InOctober the authorities arrested scores of
suspected supporters of the 0'oduaPeople’s Congress
(OPC), an organization set up to defend the interests of
the Yorubaethnicgroup.They were charged with
offences including murder, arson and illegal possession
of arms, inconnectionwithunrestinLagosand llorin,
southwest Nigeria, inwhichmore thanioo people,
mostly from the Hausa community, died. Dr Frederick
Fasehun, aleading OPC member, was released on bail
by the Lagos High Court after three weeks. Immediately
rearrested to face similar charges in llorin, he was again
released on bail by a magistrates’ courtin llorin. The
Lagos High Courtsubsequently dismissed the charges
against him for lack of evidence.

Death penalty
No death sentences or executions were known to have
been imposed during 2000. In January President
Olusegun Obasanjo granted an amnesty to prisoners
under sentence of death: those who hadbeen awaiting
execution for 20 years were to be pardonedand
released; thoseundersentence ofdeathforbetween
10 and 20 years were to have their sentences commuted
tolife imprisonment.

In December the government reportedly proposed to
reintroduce capital punishment for the sabotage of fuel
and power supply networks.

Impunity

Trials

The trial of five former security officials, including
former Chief of Army Staff General Ishaya Bamaiyi,
continued. They were charged with the attempted
murder in February 1996 of Alex Ibru, newspaper
publisher and former government minister. The state’s
main prosecution witness, aformerarmy sergeant, told
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the High Court in Lagos that he and a senior police
officer had fired at Alex Ibru. He said he had beenpart
of a hit squad acting on the ordersof superior officers
No evidence was heard in two cases against former
security officers and Mohammed Abacha, son of
formerheadof state General Sani Abacha. They were
chargedin connection with the shootingdead in June
1996 of Kudirat Abiola, wife of the imprisoned winner
of the 1993 presidential elections, Moshood Abiola,
and the unexplained death in custody in December
1997 of Shehu Musa Yar'Adua, a former deputy head of
state
Human Rights Violations Investigation Commission
In October the Human Rights Violations Investigation
Commussion, set up in June 1999, began hearing
evidence from witnesses to human rights violations
committed between 1966 and thereturnto civilian rule
in May 1999. From more than 11,000 petitions received,
it selected about 150 of the most serious cases for public
hearing infive sessions in Abuja and other major cities.
Witnesses before the Commission described killings
and torture by agents of the military government of
General SaniAbacha (1993 ' 1998). Former Captain
U.S.A. Suleiman described being held in an unventilated
and unlit cell and forced to stand all night by being
chained hand and foot to a wall. Former Colonel
Gabriel Ajayidescribedbeing tied up, hung fromthe
ceiling and beaten. Both hadbeen detained in
connection withan allegedcoup plot ini199s. The family
of Alfred Rewane, a 79-year-old opposition supporter
murdered in 1995, alleged that senior security officials
had told a military investigation in 1998 of a
government conspiracy to kill him and thatsupposed
suspects arrested by the police had since died in
custody. A former police commissioner told the
Commission that security police had planted explosives
to incriminate an airport manager killed in a car bomb
explosion atLagos international airport in 1996. This
and otherbomb blasts were widely believedto have
beenthe work of the security services and wereusedas
apretext toimprison pro-democracy activists. Security
officials denied the most serious accusations or refused
to appearbefore the Commission. In December former
head of state General Ibrahim Babangida and former
military and police security chiefs obtained a High
Courtinjunctionrestraining the Commission from
compelling them to appear before it, on the grounds
that their personal security would be at risk. They had
been invited to give evidence about the alleged
extrajudicial execution in 1986 of Dele Giwa, editor of
Newswatchmagazine.

Al country report and visit

Report

* Nigeria: Time forjustice and accountability (Al Index:
AFR 44/014/2000)

Visit

An Al delegation visited Nigeria in July for talks with

government officials and for meetings with local Al

members and other human rights groups.
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PAKISTAN

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN

Head of state: Mohammad Rafiq Tarar

Head of government: General Pervez Musharraf
Capital: Islamabad

Population: 156.5 million

Official languages: English and Urdu

Death penalty: retentionist

Despite the government's stated commitmentto
human rights protection, human rights violations
including torture and deaths in custody increased
during 2000. Minorities were not given adequate
protection when religiously motivated violence
flared up. Violence against women and children
continued at a high level. Political activities
remained restricted following a ban on public
activities in March. Activists contravening the ban
were detained and some were charged withsedition.
Several people detained atthe time of the coup
remained in unlawful detention. The death penalty
was frequently imposed, but was banned for
juveniles.

Background

The military government under Chief Executive Pervez
Musharraf presented a comprehensive reform program
to fight corruption and prepare for local elections by
December, and a human rights agenda that focused on
the protection of women, childrenand minorities.
However, variousgroups, especially Islamist groups,
exerted considerable pressure on the government and
several initiatives were reversed.

In January, judges of the higher judiciary were asked
to take an oath on the Provisional Constitutional Order
(PCO) of 1999 which had suspended the Constitution.
The Chief Justice and five Supreme Courtjudges refused
to take the oath and seven High Court judges were not
asked to take it. The Supreme Court in May declared the
military takeover of October 1999 valid under the
doctrine ofnecessity and gave thegovernmentthree
years to complete its declared objectives.

In April, former prime minister Nawaz Sharif was
convicted of hijackinga plane and other offences and
sentenced to two terms of life imprisonment. His co-
accusedwereacquitted. The trial before an anti-
terrorismcourtdid not fully meetstandards for fair
trial InJuly, Nawaz Sharif wassentenced to 14 years’
imprisonment and disqualified from holding public
office for concealing the purchase of a helicopter. In
December Nawaz Sharif was pardoned inbothcases
and exiled, according to the government on
"humanitarian grounds”.

Political arrests and detention

Following a ban in March on political activities in
public, dozens of political activists werearrested for
breaches of the ban. Most were released withina short
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time but several politicians of the Pakistan Muslim
League were charged withsedition for making
speechescriticizing the military government. All were
freed onbail.

Some members of the previous government
continued to be detained without charge or trial
Former minister for information Mushahid Hussain,
who was arrested in October 1999, was held under
house arrest, although there were no charges against
him. In July, he was cleared of any suspicion of
corruption. He wasreleased in December.

The government in September announced a review
of the cases of members of the Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (MQM) who had been held for over five
years without trial Other people charged under
previous governments continued to face trial. Rehmat
Shah Afridy, editor-in-chief of The Frontier Post,
arrested in April 1999, continued to be tried on drugs
charges although the prosecution failed to produce any
compelling evidence against him. Before hisarrest, his
newspaper had documented official corruption. He
appeared to be a prisoner of conscience.

Dozens of activists and others were detained without
charge or trial, most often to extract money from them.
Many such detainees were tortured.

&3 Twochildren, 12-year-old Madad Ali and 14-year-
old Sanjar, were discovered on 6 October by High Court
officials in a police station in Hyderabad. Their brother
had filed a petition alleging that they had been held
without charge since 14 September and that police had
demandedmoney for their release. Fortyotherpeople
who had notbeen charged werefound in that police
station. No action wasknown to be taken against the
policeofficersinvolved

Anti-corruption trials

The anti-corruptiondrivedidnotalways uphold the
rightsof the accused. Corruption charges were brought
under the National Accountability Bureau Ordinance
(NAB) of 1999 against dozens of bureaucrats,
businessmen and former politicians. Several NAB
provisions contravene international standards for fair
trial, including one allowing detainees to be held for up
to 9o days in executive, notjudicial, custody; a
requirement that detainees prove their innocence; and
the denial of bail. Some NABdetaineeswere held for
longer than go days, were reportedly detained and
interrogated by military personnel, and were denied
access tolawyersand family

Torture in police custody and jails, often of people held
inunlawful detention, continued to be widespread,
leading to at least 25 deaths

&3 Mushtaque Maseeh wasarrestedon 31 July by
police in Hyderabad because of a property dispute. He
was beaten severely and suffered a skull fracture.
When his condition deteriorated, he was released on

1 August. Doctors in the Civil Hospital noted marks of
beating on his head, neck and torso. He died on

8 August after an operation. A judicial inquiry
identified the official responsible andordered him to
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bechargedwith murder, but he had reportedly not
been arrested by the end of 2000.

Children

Abusesof children incustodycontinued to be reported.
Members of the Lahore High Court Bar Association who
visited Lahore Camp Jail noted sexual abuse of juvenile
detainees by staff and inmates. In Hyderabad Central
Jail, some 50 juvenile prisoners who had been regularly
sexually abusedby adult convictswerediscovered by a
new jail administration in September. They were
transferred to the juvenile ward and disciplinary action
against prison staff was announced

Extrajudicial executions
Extrajudicial executions of criminal suspects declined
sharply compared to previousyears. Eighteen cases
were reported. Victims of extrajudicial executions were
mostly criminal suspects.
&3 Mumtaz, who was riding a bicycle in the early
hours of 30 September inKarachi, was shot dead by
police officers ona motorbike when he refused to stop
at their signal. They claimed that Mumtaz had opened
fire at them. The police officers were arrested for
exceeding their powers but itis not known if they were
charged

In October, a Punjab police report detailing
hundreds of killings by police during so-called
“encounters” since 1990 was presented to the
provincial government for further investigation.
BetweenFebruary 1997 and October 1999, 967 criminal
suspects were killed by police in "encounters” in Punjab
province.

Lack of protection for religious minorities

In April, the Chief Executive announced procedural
changes to the blasphemy law, which carries a
mandatory death penalty, to prevent its misuse. One
month later, following protests by Islamists, the
amendment was withdrawn. At least 60 people were
charged with religious offences. About half of these
were detained as prisoners of conscience.

3 In August, Yousuf Ali was sentenced to death for
blasphemy after amanifestly unfair trial amidmedia
vilification. Hedeniedeverhaving claimed tobe a
prophetoflslamas alleged. Several prosecution
witnesses admitted that theyhad not fully understood
what the Sufi mystic taught. His appeal was pending.
3 At least adozen members of the Ahmadiyya
community were killed by people opposing their
beliefs. In November, five Ahmadis including two
children werekilled by a mob in Sargodha district and
theirbodies mutilated with axes. No one wasarrested.
Although the police were asked for help as tension built
up before the incident, they took no protective or
preventivesteps. A judicial inquiry was set up.

Women

In August the National Commussion on the Status of
Women was set up to protect women's rights, but it had
no enforcementpowers,contrary to earlier
government commitments, Its chairperson announced
the setting up of a national ombudsperson for women's
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issues and stated that laws discriminating aganst
women would be amended.

In October, the Interior Minister said that “all
discriminatory laws against women should be repealed
or amended to remove any discrimination against
women”. Women's rights activists and a Senate-
orderedstudy published in 1997 had identified the Zina
Ordinanceas discriminating againstwomen, but no
actiontoamend laws was takenduring 2000.

"Honour' killings

The Chief Executive, General Pervez Musharraf,
announced in April that “killing in the name of honour 1s
murder and will be treated as such”. In August, a
governmental legal aid unit was set up in Larkanato
ensure thathonour killings would be treated as murder.
In the absence of public awareness raising, these
innovations had no impact on the rising trend of
violence against women, including honour crimes.
Scores of honour killings were reported from all parts
of the country

&3 In November, aman in Karachi who suspected his
11-year-old daughter of having an illicit affair axed her
todeath. When her mother and nine-year-old sister
tried to protect her, he killed them too. He gave himself
uptopolice stating that he had no regrets as “it wasa
question of honour”.

Children

Children weresubjected to abuses in custody and in the
community, for instance as child labourers or bonded
labourers. Domestic violence against children,
including sexual abuse, remained widespread. The
state made virtually no attempt topreventthese abuses
or to hold the perpetrators to account.

The Juvenile Justice System Ordinance 2000 was
promulgated in July, establishing juvenile courtsto try
juvenile suspects. It bans the death penalty for anyone
less than 18 at the time of the alleged offence as well as
the use of fetters and corporal punishment. The
Ordinance contains no reference to around 5o
Juveniles already under sentence of death.

3 Mohammad Saleem, who was around i14at the time
of anallegedmurderinjune 1998, was sentenced to
deathin December 1998 by amilitary court. He was
acquitted in January 1999, triedand sentenced to death
againn June 1999 —despite the prohibition of double
Jjeopardy. He remained in adeath cell with adult
convicts as hisappeal remained undecided.

Death penalty
At least 52 people were sentenced to death, the
majority for murder, many by special courtswhose
procedures do not fully conform to international
standardsforfarr trial. A verdictin March sentencing
Javed Igbal to be publicly strangled, cut into pieces and
thrown into acid for the serial killing and mutilation of
dozens of runaway children was opposed by human
rights activists. The Council of Islamic Ideology
declared it un-islamic. Anappeal was pending.

Three men due tobe executed in April in Gujrat,
Punjab province, for killing four people in a domestic
dispute in 1989 werereleased when the family of the
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victims pardoned them and accepted compensation
under the gisasand diyatlaw. Many others who could
notofferadequate compensation continued to be held
indeathcells, sometimes for many years. There were
nearly 4,000 people on death row.

At least six people were hanged. In April, Pakistan
voted against a UN Commission on Human Rights
resolution condemning the death penalty and calling
forareduction in executions.

Al visit

Al delegates were invited by the government to the
Convention on Human Rights and Human Dignity in
April and met several officials to discuss aspects of the
human rights program. The delegates earliertravelled to
different parts of Pakistan to research the human rights
situationafterthe military takeover.

PALESTINIAN
AUTHORITY

PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY
President: Yasser ‘Arafat
Death penalty: retentionist

More than 360 people, including prisoners of
conscience, were arrested for political reasons during
2000;mosthad been released bytheendofthe year.
Torture and ill-treatment were widespread. At least
300 people arrested in previous years were held
without charge ortrial, including people suspected
of “collaborating"” with the Israeli authorities and
suspected members of Islamist opposition groups.
Large numbers of Islamists, some of whom had been
held without charge since 1996, werereleased in
September and October, State Security Courts
continued to sentence political detainees after
unfairtrials. Three people were sentenced to death.
The Palestinian Authority (PA) failed to bring those
responsible forhuman rights abuses to justice.

Background

Peace negotiationsbetween Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) continued until October.
The Camp David summit, involving President Yasser
‘Arafat, Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak and US
President Bill Clinton ended in July without a peace
agreement having been achieved. Negotiations
between Israel and the PLO broke down following the
outbreak in September of anew uprising or Intifada,
but resumed in December (see also Israel and the
Occupied Territories entry).
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The Intifada

In September, the killing of five Palestinians in
Jerusalemby Israeli security forces sparked
demonstrations involving thousands of Palestinians in
the Occupied Territories. Demonstrations were
continuing on a daily basis at the end of the year.
Stonesand petrol bombs were thrown at Israeli
soldiers during demonstrations and on a number of
occasionsarmed Palestinians, including members of
the PAsecurity forces, fired on Israeli soldiers. The
Israeli security forces responded to demonstrators by
opening fire, using rubber-coated metal bullets and live
ammunition. The srael Defence Forces (IDF) also used
attack helicopters to fire on demonstrators. Between 29
September and the end of the year, at least 300
Palestinians were killed by Israeli security forces, most
as aresult of the excessive use of lethal force.

Armed Palestinians, including members of the
tanzimat— a paramilitary group linked to Fatah, the
predominant political group in the PA—carried out
attacks on Israeli soldiers and civilians in the Occupied
Territories. Palestinian armed groups carried out bomb
attacks, killing Israeli soldiers and atleast six civilians
in Israel and the OccupiedTerritories. The IDF used
heavy weaponry, including tanks andattack
helicopters, to shellrandomly Palestinianareas from
where armed Palestinians had opened fire. They also
usedheavy weaponry to conduct punitive raids against
PAfacilities, inresponse to killings of Israelis.

&3 In October, acrowd of Palestinianstorturedand
killed two [sraeli soldiers, YosefAvrahami and vadim
Nourezitz, whowerein thecustody of the Palestinian
police. President Yasser ‘Arafatannouncedthatan
inquirywouldbe conductedintothekillings; no inquiry
hadapparentlybeenstarted by the end of the year.

&3 In November, two Israelicivilians werekilled ina
bomb attack near the Kufar Darom settlement in the
Gaza Strip. Nine others, including five children, were
injured, some severely. The IDF responded by
bombarding PA security installations and Fatah offices
in the Gaza Strip. A Palestinian police officer was killed
and at least 30 Palestinians werereportedly injured.

Torture/ ill-treatment

Torture and ill-treatment by various Palestinian
security forces were widespread. One mandied in
custody in circumstances suggesting that torture or ill-
treatmentmay have caused or hastened his death.
Prolonged incommunicado detention in the period
immediately after arrest facilitated torture. The PA
failed to investigate complaints of torture and bring
those responsible to justice.

3 Khaled al-Bahhar, aged 35, died in Preventive
Security Service (PSS) custody, inJune. An autopsy
report indicated that he had died of asphyxiation, but
no investigation was apparently conducted into the
death.

&3 In February, the General Intelligence and PSS
arrested more than 30 students and one employee of
Birzeit University, following acampus demonstration in
whichstudents threw stones and earth at visiting
French Prime Minister Lionel Jospin. In the first 24
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hours following arrest, some students held by the PSS
were reportedly beaten, hooded and forced to stand
for periods of up to 12 hours. Five students held by the
General Intelligence were reportedly beaten and
insultedafter theirarrest. Onestudent alleged thata
General Intelligence officer pulled down his trousers
and threatened to rape him. Both security forces
denied these allegations. By March all the students had
been released without charge.

Arrests

Atleast 360 people were arrested for political reasons.
They included critics of the PA leadership, and
supporters of [slamist opposition groups such as
Hamas, Islamic Jihad and Hizb al-K halas.

&3 In July the PSS arrested at least 12 Islamists,
includingNayefHamadneh, lyad Hamadneh, Hani
Rawabjeh,’Ala Shuli, Fallah TaherNada, Ala Rimawi,
Maher ‘Awdeh and WajihAhmad'Arman.They were
held incommunicado for periods of up to six weeks;
some were reportedly tortured.

Prisoners of conscience

At least 25 prisoners of conscience were detained
including journalists, political activists, religious
figures, anacademic and a trade unionist. Most were
detainedforexpressing or reporting criticism of PA
policies. Most were released without charge after a few
days, but some were held for longer periods. The
Palestinian security service also ordered temporary
closures of television and radio stations, including Sawt
al-Hubwaal-Salam, al-Manara, al-Mahed, al-W atan
and al-Nasr.

&3 Dr Ahmad Shakr Dudin and Dr ‘Abd al-Sattar
Qasem, detained 1n1999 withoutchargeforsigning a
petition which severely criticized the PA, werereleased
in January. The police rearrested Dr ‘Abd al-Sattar
Oasem in February, apparently inconnectionwith his
signing of the petition. On 6 July the Palestinian High
Courtof Justice ordered his release as he wasbeing
held without charge; despite thecourtorder, he was
notreleased until 28 July

3 'Abdal-Fattah Ghanem, a presidential adviser on
refugees, wasarrested in June by the Palestinian
police. A Palestinian police officer told his family that
he hadbeenarrested on orders from the President. He
washeldinincommunicado detentionforover a
month. The PAgave noreason for hisarrest, but his
family believed that he was held because of his
statements to newspapers criticizing the peace
negotiations with Israel. He was released in September
without charge.

Unfair trials

State Security Courts, whose procedures were grossly
unfair, sentenced at least 20 political prisoners to
prison terms.

&3 In August Mahmud Abu Hanud, a member of /zzal-
Dinal-Oassam, the armed wing of Hamas, turned
himself over to the PA, after being wounded ina gun
battle between Israeli soldiers and /2z al-Dinal-
Oassammembers. [n September the Higher State
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Security Court sentenced Mahmud Abu Hanud to two
concurrent sentences of 12 years’ and 10 years'
imprisonment after an unfair trial, for training
military groups, equipping them with weapons and
forming anillegal organization. The PAreportedly
refused to allow Mahmud Abu Hanud's lawyers to
meethim while he was held inpre-trialdetentionand
informedone of his lawyers only minutes in advance
that his trial would take place. The court refused his
lawyer's request for an adjournment. Mahmud Abu
Hanud was not entitled to appeal to a higher court
against the sentence.

Long-term political prisoners

At the beginning of the year an estimated 300 people
detained for prolonged periods without charge or trial
continued to be held. They included security detainees
suspectedof "collaborating” with Israel and political
detainees belonging to Islamist groups opposed to the
peace process. A further 22 detainees from Islamist and
leftist groups continued toserveprisonsentences
imposed after unfair trials before statesecurity and
military courts. Palestinian human rights organizations
continued to bring cases on behalf of those detained
without trial before the Palestinian High Court of
Justice. The Court ordered the release of 18 detainees,
but the PA failed to implement these courtordersin the
vast majority of cases. In September and October, the
PAreleased about 80 members of Hamasand Islamic
Jihad. However, their legal statusremainedunclear;
many reported that they had beenreleasedfor
extended "home visits".

€3 In April the High Court of Justice ordered the
release of Muhammad al-Natsheh, a 42-year-old
teacher and Hamas activist, who had been detained by
the PSS since October 1998. However, he had not been
released by the end of 2000,

&3 The Military Intelligence continued to hold Farug
Abu Husan, a postal worker, without charge or trial. He
had beenarrested n 1994 and reportedly interrogated
about writing a letter to Egyptian President Anwar
Sadat following the 1979 Camp David agreements.

Death penalty

The Higher State Security Court sentenced three people
to death following unfair trials; no one was executed.
3 In September Muhammad Da’ud Khawajeh, aged
19, was sentenced to death for murder followingan
unfair trial. He wastried and sentenced in a single day,
two days after his arrest, and was not entitled to appeal
to a higher court against the decision.

Human rights defenders

InMay the Acting Council of the Palestinian Bar
Association informed at least eight humanrights
lawyers that they had been removed from the Bar
Association's register of practising lawyers, The Council
apparently based its action on Article7 of the
Palestinian Bar Association L.aw which prohibits lawyers
from combining the practice of law with the holdingof
public or private employment, whether for salary or
reward. The Palestinian High Court issued an interim
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ordersuspending the decision later in May; legal
proceedings had notbeen concludedby the end of 2000.

Al country reports and visits

Report

« Palestinian Authority: Silencing dissent (Al Index: MDE
21/7016/2000)

Visits

Al delegatesvisited areas under the jurisdiction of the

Palestinian Authority in April, October and November.

PARAGUAY

REPUBLIC OF PARAGUAY

Head of state and goverment: Luis Angel Gonzdlez
Macchi

Capital: Asuncién

Population: 5.5 million

Official languages: Spanish, Guarani

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Convention
against Racism; Optional Protocol tothe UN Children's
Convention on the involvement of children in armed
conflict

Respect for human rights deteriorated amid
continuing political instability. Scores of military
personnel were arrested following a failed coup
attempt;several weretortured. Reports of ill-
treatment and torture of criminal suspects, including
juveniles, and of underage military conscripts,
increased. As in previous years there were reports of
excessive use of force by the security forces during
land evictions, of illegal conscription of minorsinto
the armed forces, and of unexplained deaths of
military conscripts.

Background
Scores of military and police personnel were arrested
following an attempted coup in May when tanks
manned by soldiers of the army's First Diviston fired
on the Congress and briefly took over police
headguarters in Asuncion. The government
introduced a 30-day state of emergency and arrested
more than 70 soldiers and police officers, journalists
and opposition politicians. Most were released
without charge. The majority were believed to be
supporters of fugitive former army chief Lino Oviedo
who was responsible for previous coup attempts and
was wanted by the authorities in connection with the
1999 assassination of Vice-President Luis Maria
Argana.

The ruling Coloradoparty's monopoly control of
government wasbroken for the first time in more than
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soyears when liberal opposition candidate Julio César
Franco was elected Vice-President in August.

Investigations into March 1999 killings
Three men, including a former army officer, were
sentenced to up to 25 years in prison for their part in
the assassination of Vice-President Argana in 1999.
Major General Reinaldo Servin was found guilty of
hiring gunmen toassassinate Vice-PresidentArgana,
allegedly underordersfromformer General Lino
Oviedo.

Lino Oviedowas forced to leave Argentinaafter
breaking his asylum conditions and was arrested in
Brazilin June. He remained in detention in Brazil at the
end of the year pending a ruling on an extradition
requestfromParaguay.

Investigations into the killings of eight young
demonstrators outside Congress in March 1999 made
little progress

In its consideration of Paraguay'’s third periodic report
in May, the UN Commuittee against Torture stated: "Acts
of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
continued in police stations, inprisons and in the
armed forces wheresoldiers fulfilling obligatory
militaryserviceare frequently subjected toill-
treatment”. Although some victims of torture have
presented formal criminal complaints, only
exceptionally have such complaints been the subject of
criminal investigation by the judiciary and even more
rarely have they resulted in those responsible being
brought to justice.

Several inmates of the Panchito Lopez juvenile
detentioncentre were tortured by prison guards.

&3 Fifteen-year-old Francisco Carballo Figueredo and
17-year-old Rubén Dario Alvaraz were tortured by
prison guards in PanchitoLopez inFebruary Both
youths were beaten, kicked and one was suspended by
his wrists for several hours. The guards implicated in
the torture were transferred and faced disciplinary and
criminal investigations which were continuing at the
end of the year.

Allinmates in Panchito Lopez continued to be
subjected to conditions which amounted to cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment, Following two fires
in February in which eight inmates died and at least 20
others suffered serious burns, some inmates were
transferred to other prisons. However, the authorities
failed to close Panchito Lopez, despite international
recommendations and the authorities’ own repeated
promises.

3 Six police officers, detained in connection with the
aborted coup attemptin May, testified that they had
been tortured by police in the presence of the then
Minister of Interior. Judicial investigations opened on
the basis of the complaints had not been concluded by
theend of the year.

Conscripts
Reportsof ill-treatment of army recruits continued and
at least sixrecruitsunder (8 years of age— the legal
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minimum age for conscription into the armed forces in
Paraguay—died of injuries sustained in unclear
circumstances.

&3 Fourteen-year-old Pedro Antonio Centurion died
1n September as a result of a gunshot wound to his
head. He had been illegally recruited when he was 13 for
ayear's military service. An internal military
investigation into his death revealed that his army
records had been falsified to show his age as 19, The
recordsof at least r00 other underage recruits at the
army base where he was stationed had also been
altered to change the recruits’ ages. Two army

colonels —the recruiting officer and the commander of
the base— were detained and faced prosecution.
Despite the investigation, however, the remaining
underage recruits were notreleasedfrom military
service.

There was no further information on the
whereabouts of two underage conscripts, Marcelino
Gomez Paredes and Cristian Ariel Nunez Lugo, who
“disappeared”in1998.

Land disputes

As in previousyears there were reports of harassment,
intimidation and attacks on peasant farmers in the
context of land disputes. Although investigations were
opened into some incidents of alleged excessive use of
force, noonewas arrested or brought to justice.

3 Threepeasant farmers died in January and more
than 8oweredetained when police violently evicted
peasant farmers from land they were occupying in
General Resquin, San Pedro department.

&3 In Maysome 8oo landless peasant families were
expelled by police, reportedly using excessive force,
from land they had occupied in Kaugueti, department
of Caazapa. During the eviction, women occupiers were
reportedly subjected to sexual abuse by the police.




PERU

REPUBLIC OF PERU

Head of state and government: Valentin Panigua
(replaced Alberto Fupimori in November)

Capital: Lima

Population: 25.6 million

Official languages: Spanish, Quechua, Aymara
Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crimes
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children's Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute
of the International Cnminal Court

Hundreds of prisoners falsely charged with terrorism-
related offences remained incarcerated. Torture and
ill-treatment remained widespread. Civilians
continued to be tried by military courts forthe
terrorism-related offence of“treason”. Human rights
defenders, journalists and opposition leaders
received threats as part of what appeared to be a
pattern of systematic intimidation against those
critical of the authorities.

Background

In September revelations that President Fujimori's
adviser on intelligencematters, Vladimiro
Montesinos, had bribed oppositionmembers of
Congress, and that the armed forces were involved in
selling arms to the Colombianarmed opposition,
forced the President to announce new elections in
which he would not run as candidate. Electionswere
scheduledfor April 2001

In November, only four months after he had been
swornn as president for a third term, President
Alberto Fujimori was declared "morally unfit” by
Congress after he resigned while visiting Japan amid
allegations of corruption. Valentin Panigua, a
congressman from the opposition party Accion
Popular, Popular Action, who had just beensworn n as
President of Congress, became President of the
Republic. His transitional government will remain in
power until July 2001, when the successful candidate in
the 2001 presidential elections takes office.

The Organization of American States (OAS) sent a
high-level mission to the country in June which made a
number of recommendations, including that the
authorities should ensure the independence of the
judiciary, guarantee the independence of the media,
andensure transparency in the armed forces and the
nattonal intelligence services. The OAS, the Peruvian
government, opposition parties, the Ombud: 1and

implemented. By the end of theyear, Baruch Ivcher, the
owner of a television channel who had to flee the
countryni9gg7after exposing humanrightsviolations
andcorruptionin the intelligence services, had
returned to Peru; all the lawsuits against him were
dropped

Impunity

In October, in exchange for implementing the OAS
recommendations, the government proposed
extending the amnesty laws and granting an amnesty
to all those who had committed human rights
violations, carried out acts of corruption, or were
involved in drug trafficking during President
Fujimori’s terms in office. In 1995 the Peruvian
government had legalized impunity by passing two
amnesty laws which grantimmunity from prosecution
to all those who committed human rights violations
between 1980 and 1995. The government's proposal to
extend these laws was refused by the members of the
Mesa de Dialogo

Vladimiro Montesinos

InSeptember, Vladimiro Montesinos, presidential
adviser in matters of intelligence, fled the country amid
allegations of corruption and asked for political asylum
inPanama. Since 1991 the National Intelligence Service,
to which Vladimiro Montesinos was closely linked, had
been accused of human rights violations such as the
extrajudicial execution of 16 people in Barrios Altos,
Lima, in November 199:; the “disappearance” and
extrajudicial execution of i0students and one
professor of the La Cantuta University in July 1992; and
the torture of Leonor La Rosa Bustamente and the
killing of Mariela Barreto, both agents of the Army
Intelligence Service, in 1997.

The Secretary General of the OAS urged the
Panamanian authorities to grant Vladimiro
Montesinos political asylum. National and
international human rightsorganizationsreminded
the Panamaruan authorities that under international
law thosesuspected of having committed crimes
againsthumanity cannot begrantedasylum and that
under the UN Convention against Torture the
Panamanian authorities had a duty to investigate and
bring to trial those suspected of such crimes

In October Vladimiro Montesinos returned to Peru
and went into hiding. Without having apparently issued
awarrantfor his arrest, President Fuyimori informed
the nation that he was personally searching for him
There was evidence that Vladimiro Montesinos fled the
countryagain He had not beenarrested by the end of
theyear
National intelligence Services
In September human rights defenders expressed
concern that Julio Salazar Monroe, chief of the National

members of civil society including human rights
defenders established adialogueknown as the Mesa de
Dralogo to discuss implementation of the
recommendations

Following Valentin Panigua's election, many of the
Mesade Didlogo’s recommendations began to be
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Intelligence Servicesfrom1991 to 1998, had been
appointed Ambassador to Venezuela. Theyurged the
Venezuelan authorities to exercise their duty to
investigate those suspected of crimes against humanity
(seeVenezuela entry)

In October, alaw was passed to dismantle the
National Intelligence Services.
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Administration of justice

In November Congress passed measures approved in
the Mesa de Didlogotorestore the functions previously
taken away from the National Council of the Magistracy
and to abolish the executive commussions of the
judiciary and Public Ministry, which had been blatant
interference by the executive in the administration of
justice. The Attorney General resigned because of her
alleged links with Vladimiro Montesinos. Three judges
of the Constitutional Tribunal who had been sacked in
1997 were reinstated.

Prisoners of conscience

More than 200 people falsely charged with terrorism-
related offences remained in prison at the end of
2000, During President Fujimori's last years in office
very few of these prisoners were released despite the
findings of the Ad HocCommission established in
1996. In its final report, published in August, the
Commission stated that it considered that 35 prisoners
should be pardoned. Two members of the Commission
also recommended that a furtherseven prisoners
should be pardoned. However, the Minister of Justice
had not made his recommendation by the end of the
year. In addition thereport stated that the
Commissionhad passed 246 cases to the National
Council for Human Rights and that 1,440 caseswhich
had beenrejected by the Commissionshould be
reviewed by the Council. Thegovernmentof Valentin
Panigua released 31 prisoners in November and
December

&3 MariaMontenegro Montenegro, a mother of four,
was sentenced to I5 years’ imprisonment in 1994 for the
terrorism-related crime of “treason”. She had already
beenacquitted twice by two military tribunals. The
charges against her were based solely on statements by
two arrepentidos— members of the armed opposition
who supply information leading to the capture of other
alleged members in return for exemption from
prosecution, or reduction in or remission of their
sentences.

Unfair trials

Anti-terrorism legislation continued to allow civilians
to be tried by military courtswhichwereneither
independentnor impartial. Atleast 1,800 people had
been tried by military courts for the terrorism-related
offence of “treason” since 1992. Peru withdrew from the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights in 1999, claiming
thatit could not comply with the Court’s ruling that four
Chilean citizens convicted of treason by military courts
1n 1994 had to be retried under international fair trial
procedures.

&3 LoriBerenson, a US citizen, was sentenced to life
imprisonment in 1996 by a military court. in August
2000, in an unprecedented move and following
international pressure, especially from the USA, the
military justicesystemruled thattherehad been no
evidence to convictherof the terrorism-related
offence of “treason” and transferred her case to the
ordinary courts. Her trial beforea civilian court was
continuingat the end of the year,
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Intimidation and death threats

Journalists, human rights defenders, members of the
oppositionand their families were intimidated and
threatened. However, there were no signs that the
authorities took these threats seriously. [t was widely
reported that the harassmentand intimidation was
organized from within the National Intelligence
Services(see above).

Torture/ ill-treatment

There were reports of torture and ill-treatment and
dozens of deaths in custody as a result. Methods of
torture reported included beatings, electric shocks,
submerging the prisoner’s head in water and sexual
assault.

Prison conditions remained harsh and in many cases
amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
&3 The prison of Challapalca was located atover 4,600
metres abovesea level in the department of Puno.
Access tolawyers, relatives and medical attention was
seriously hindered by the remote location.

&3 Conditions ataprisonlocated in the Callao Naval
Basenear Limaremained harsh. Leaders of the two
armed opposition groups— Movimiento
Revolucionario Tupac Amaru (MRTA), Tipac Amaru
Revolutionary Movement, and Sendero Luminoso,
Shining Path —were held in solitary confinement in
underground cells and had no direct contact with their
relatives during the visitswhichwereonly allowed
once a month.

UN Human Rights Committee

In October, the Human Rights Committee reviewed
Peru’s fourth periodic report. The Committee
recommended that the 1995 amnesty laws be annulled
andthattheauthorities refrain from adopting anew
amnesty law in the future. The Committee also urged
the Peruvian authorities to ensure the independence
and impartiality of judges and to create a mechanism
guaranteed by law which would prevent the executive
interferingin the judicial system. [n addition the
Committee urged the government toreviewall casesof
civilians who had been tried by military tribunals and
deplored thefactthatthemilitary justice system
continued to be able to try civilians. The Committee
expressed its concernat conditions in Lurigancho
prison in Limaand at Yanamayo and Challapalca
prisons in Puno department. Finally the Committee
urgedthe Peruvian government, among other

things, to respect freedom of expressionin all
circumstances.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

« Peru: Breaking the circle of impunity and restoring the
rule of law in Peru — Tasks which must be undertaken
without delay during the transition (joint statement by
Al and the International Commission of Jurists)
(Al Index:AMR 46,/038/2000)

* Peru: UN Human Rights Committee's
recc dations must be impl d (Al Index:
AMR 46/037/2000)
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« Peru: Torture continues unabated (Al Index: AMR
46/40/2000)
Visit
In November, priorto President Alberto Fujimori's
dismissal, a joint delegation fromAl and the
International Commission of Jurists visited Peru. The
delegates met with the members of the Mesa de Didlogo,
the Attomey General, the Ombudsman, and staff of the
human rights division of the Ministry of Foreign Affarrs.
The Ministerofthe Interior and the Minister of Justice did
notagree to a meeting with the delegation.

PHILIPPINES

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

Head of state and government: Joseph Estrada
Capital:Manila

Population: 71.5 million

Official languages: Pilipino, English

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty signatures/ratifications: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children’s Convention onthe involve-
ment of children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to
the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the
International Cnminal Court

An escalation of armed conflict in central Mindanao
led tothe displacement of over 400,000 civilians
amid reports of indiscriminate bombingsand human
rights violationsbythe Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP). The Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF) withdrew from the peace process following the
capture of its main bases. Tensions in the region
intensified further following a series of kidnappings
of civilians by the Abu Sayyaf armed group on the
Sulu archipelago. After protracted negotiations,
military assaults on Abu Sayyafpositions on Jolo
island led to the displacement of thousands of
civilians and reports of human rights violations. One
person was executed before President Joseph Estrada
ed a temporary ium on executions in
March. In December President Estrada commuted 13
death sentences after declaring his support for the
abolition of the death penalty. There were continued
reportsofthe torture and ill-treatment of criminal
suspects, including women, to coerce confessions.

Background

Armed conflictin the Mindanaoregion, including the
protracted Abu Sayyaf hostage crisis, increased
pressure on President Estrada’s administration.
Intermittent clashes with units of the communistarmed
opposition group the New People’s Army (NPA), or with
NPA breakaway factions including the Alex Boncayao
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Brigade (ABB), continued 1n various provinces
nationwide. In December, following a local peace
agreement with the ABB's political wing, President
Estrada pledged torelease over 200 political prisoners
convicted or being prosecuted foroffencesallegedly
committed within the context of armed insurgency
Political uncertainty intensified in November as
allegations of corruption led the House of
Representatives toimpeach President Estrada. An
impeachment trial in the Senate was continuing at the
end of 2000. Falls in the value of the currency
heightened fears of an economic downturn.

Armed conflictin Mindanao
Moro Islamic Liberation Front
Armed conflict intensified in central Mindanao from
April. AFP offensives resulted in the capture of a series
of MILF bases, including the group’s headquarters in
July. Over 400,000 civilians were internally displaced
amid reports of indiscriminate aerial and artillery
bombardment of civilian areas suspected of containing
MILF forces, and of extrajudicial executions,
“disappearances” and torture of those thought to have
links to the MILF. At least 300 civilians were reportedly
killedin theconflict

In July the MILF announced its withdrawal from the
peace process and called forajthad (holy war) against
the government. Clashes between the AFP and MILF
forces continued throughout 2000. Mobilization of
expanded local militia unitsand of Christian civilian
vigilante groups escalated tensions. MILF forces were
responsible for breaches of international humanitarian
law including bombing civilian targets, deliberate and
arbitrary killings of civilians and hostage-taking.
Abu Sayyaf
InMarch, members of Abu Sayyaf, a Muslim separatist
armed group involved in kidnapping for ransom, took
hostage over 5o civilians, mainly schoolchildren, on
Basilanisland. In May, more than 25 of the remaining
hostages were freed after military assaults during which
sixhostageswerereportedly killed by Abu Sayyaf. In
May, Abu Sayyafunits kidnapped 21 foreign tourists and
workersfromaresort in Sabah (Malaysia) and held them
hostage onjolo island. After protracted negotiations,
the seizure of more hostages and the payment of
ransoms, some of the hostages were freed. In
September, after the kidnap of three other Malaysians,
the AFP launched assaults on Abu Sayyafpositions on
Jolo, imposing a temporary media and travel ban on the
island. At least 80,000 civilians were reported to have
fled their homes to escape armed clashes and
bombardments, often apparently indiscriminate.
Although difficult to corroborate, therewerepersistent
reports of human rights violations by the military,
including extrajudicial executions, arbitrary arrests and
“disappearances” of suspected Abu Sayyafmembers.
Military operations continued at the end of 2000 as at
least two hostages remained in captivity.

Reports of torture an! ill-treatment o' !etalnees !y

police and AFP personnel continued. Victims included
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both those suspected of links withcommunist or
Muslim armed opposition groups and ordinarycriminal
suspects, including women and minors. Methods
reported included beatings with fists and gun butts,
electro-shocks, partial suffocation, rape and sexual
abuse. Safeguardssuch as valid warrants of search and
arrest, and theright of detainees to have access to
lawyers andrel; during custodial ir igation,
were not implemented effectively

In May, nine Muslim men who had been arrested,
reportedly without valid warrants, on suspicion of links
toaseries of bombings in shopping malls in Manila
alleged that they were kicked and beaten by policein
an attempt to coerce confessions.
&3 Atleastsevenfemale detaineesreported that they
had been raped or sexually abused 1n custody. in April,
two police officers were reportedly arrested for raping
an 18-year-old woman detained for alleged vagrancy

Extrajudicial executions
Criminal suspects were periodically killed by police
while allegedly “resisting arrest” or "attempting to
escape”. Suspected members of the NPA were reported
to have been extrajudicially executed, some while
wounded, in the aftermath of clashes with AFP units

1 InJune murder charges were filed against
10 members of a police unit who shot dead two Muslim
menin Manila during an arrest operation against
suspected MILF sympathizers

Death penalty
In January Alex Bartolome, convicted of raping his
daughter, became the seventh person to be executed by
lethal injection since the Philippines resumed
executions in 1999. Death sentences continuedto be
the year, and 1,400 prisoners
were reported to be under sentence of death by the end
of 2000. Concerns that people were sentenced to death
after unfair trials continued, particularly in light of
allegations that police tortured and ill-treated criminal
suspects in order to coerce confessions or toimplicate
alleged accomplices

In March President Estradadeclareda temporary
moratorium on executions to mark the Christian jubilee
year. In December he announced his intention to
commuteat least 107death sentences confirmed by the
Supreme Court. Thirteen commutation orders had been
signed by the end of 2000. Noting that most of those
sentenced to deathwere poor and underprivileged,
President Estrada declared his supportfora
congressional review and the eventual repeal of the
death penalty law

p thr

Al country reports and visits

Report

« Philippines: The Rolando Abadilla murder inquiry —an
urgent need for effective investigation of torture (Al
Index: ASA 35/008/2000)

Al alsoissued a series of statements calling on all sides of

the Mindanao conflict to respect international

humanitarian and human nghts law. The organization

condemned hostage-taking by armed opposition groups.

Visits

Al delegates visited the Philippines in March and June to
research the torture and ill-treatment n detention of
political and criminal suspecss, including women and
children.

POLAND

REPUBLICOFPOLAND

Head of state: Aleksander Kwasniewski

Head of government: Jerzy Buzek

Capital: Warsaw

Population: 38.7 million

Official language: Polish

Death penalty: abolitionist for all cnmes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Second Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, aming at the abolition ofthe death
penalty; Protocol No. 6 to the European Convention on
Human Rights concerning the abolition of the death
penalty

There were reports of arbitrary detention and ill-
treatment in “sobering-up” centres. The authorities
appeared to condone theill-treatment of new
recruits to the army. Some Roma were inadequately
protected from racist violence.

Arbitrary detention and ill-treatment

There was concernthata 1982 law which allows people to
be heldforup to 24hoursin "sobering-upcentres” was
used bypolice officers to detainpeoplearbitrarily. Under
this law, detention is not subjected to judtcial review
Manyof those detained under this law complained that
they wereill-treated by officers working in the centres,
but investigations appeared to have beenconducted
only incasesofgrave injury or death incustody

&3 In April the European Court of Human Rights ruled
that the detention of Witold Litwa had been in violation
of the European Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. Witold
Litwa hadbeen arrested by police officers in a post
office in Krakow in May 1994, following a complaint by
postal clerks that he was drunk and behaving
offensively. He was then taken by police officersto a
“sobering-up”centre where he was beaten by police
officers andll-treated by staff

&3 In May, 28-year-oldRobertM. was stopped by
police at araillway station in Warsaw and takento the
“sobering-up” centre in Kolska Street. According to the
police, he was so drunk he could not travel on his own

it later came to light that he had a relatively low level of
alcohol in his blood and that during a medical
examination he had been conscious, ingood physical
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condition witha normal pulse and blood pressure. In
themorming he was taken unconscious toa hospital
where he died following an operation in which a
haematoma wasremoved from his brain The doctor
who operated on him reportedly said: "He didn’t stand a
chance. [f he was conscious on entering the 'sobering-
up centre', his injuries must have happened there.” An
investigation into Robert M.’s death wasreportedly
under wayat the end of the year.

Army recruits

The humiliation and abuse of new recruits was believed
to be endemic in the army. The Polish Helsinki
Foundation for Human Rights expressed concern that
military commanders failed to tackle the routine ill-
treatment of younger soldiers

&3 I[nFebruary Polish televisionbroadcasta
documentary film about the 25th Air Cavalry Brigade,
based at Tomaszow Mazowiecki. The documentary
showed non-commissioned officers tormenting
conscripts with verbal abuse, and humiliating them
during traning. In April, two corporals of this brigade
were reportedly convicted by a military court for
forcing two conscripts who were caught smoking to
perform press-ups while wearing gas masks containing
1o lighted cigarettes.

& InFebruary,seven former senior conscripts went
on trial before the Szczecin Garrison Court for forcing
younger colleagues to "play sheep”, which involved
crawling around on the floor and hitting their heads
against the wall. Junior conscripts were also forced to
wear dog collars and walk on a lead, and were
undressed and sexually assaulted.

Roma

In June the Council of Europe's European Commission
against Racism and Intolerance expressed concern
about racially motivated violence against Roma. The
Commission noted that according to some reports, the
policeresponse to such acts was slow and
investigations inadequate. The Commission also
expressed concern about allegations of police violence
and called on the authorities to investigate all alleged
malpractice and to purish offenders.

3 In August, in Tarnéw, two masked men broke into
the home of Agata Ciureja, a 32-year-old Romani
mother of six, and attacked her with an axe, causing
injuries which required hospitalization. Agata Ciureja
told a local Romani organization that shebelieved that
the attackers were members of a group of about 20
skinheads who had broken into her apartment about
three weeks previously, in an attempt to scare her out
of the neighbourhood. At the time the police detained
two suspects who were subsequently released.
Following the second attack Agata Ciureja went into
hiding
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PORTUGUESE REPUBLIC

Head of state: Jorge Fernando Branco de Sampaio
Head of government: Anténio Manuel de Oliverra
Guterres

Capital: Lisbon

Population: 98 million

Official language: Portuguese

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the involve-
ment of children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to
the UN Women's Convention

Several deaths in, orimmediately following, police
custody were reported. The arrest of two police
officers in connection with a homicide charge
prompted angry street protests by police, and a
prosecuting magistrate claimed to have been
severely intimidated by some officers. Allegations of
policeill-treatment and of cruel, inhuman and
degrading conditions in prisons persisted. Judicial
inquiries continued into previous allegations of
policeill-treatment.

Background

In a year marked by serious allegations of police
brutality, the UN Committee against Torture urged
Portugal to shift "police culture” further towards
respect for human rights. A range of legal and
regulatory initiatives were undertaken. They included
the establishmentin May of a working group,
coordinated by an inspector of the interior Ministry’s
police oversight body, the General Inspectorate of
Internal Administration (IGAI), to draw up an ethical
codefor the Public Security Police (PSP) and National
Republican Guard (GNR). Practical measures to combat
police violence included plans to install video cameras
in all police stations and to close detention cells in
police stations, concentrating them in the divisional
buildings of the PSP, where detainees could be placed
under the surveillance of officers of higher rank. The
Justice Ministry confirmed that a new prison
inspectorate was being created. This would, among
other things, receive and examine complaints from
prisoners. Its work was complemented by magistrates
who carried out monthly visits to prisons and who were
able toreceive complaints.

At least l!ree judicial investigations were opened into

deaths in or after police custody. In January, twomen
died inseparateincidents, on the same night and in the
same city, allegedly after being severely beaten by PSP
officers. In all three deaths the cause was attributed to
aruptured spleen.

&3 AlvaroRosaCardoso, a Rom, was allegedly beaten
severely with truncheons and pistol-whipped by police
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who had been called to astreet disturbance in the
Aldoar area of Oporto. After being held in custody at
Pinheiro Manso police station, he was taken to the
Hospital de Santo Anténio, where he died. Varying
versions were gwven of the death. Alvaro Cardoso was
said to have been injured in a street fight before the
arrival of the police. He was also said to have injured
himself in a fall at the station and to have died of one or
twoheartattacks. After the Commander of the PSP of
Oportoendorsedthe police version that death was
caused by a heart attack, the cause of death was found,
on the contrary, to have been a ruptured spleen.
Criminal and disciplinary procedures wereopenedand
the Commanderreplaced. According to the Interior
Ministry there wasevidence of "violence inflicted by
one or more PSP officers”. Two officers were
provisionally detained and examined in connection
with a homicide charge.

In April PSP officersreportedly made death threats
against a prosecuting magistrate after a judge’s
decision not to release the two officers. Because no
formal complaint was lodged by the magistrate, no
judicial investigation was undertaken. The threats took
place againstabackgroundofangry street protests by
police throughout Portugal, some of whom surrendered
their weapons and wept openly.

In October, almost six months after the detentions,
the Oporto criminal court (TIC) ordered the closure of
the case on grounds of lack of evidence. A relative of
AlvaroCardoso, 17-year-old Franquelim Romao, who
had been arrested with him, and had reportedly
testified to the beating, remained the sole defendant in
the proceeding, accused of assaulting PSP officers. The
prosecutor appealed against the court decision, which
wasreportedly based largely on the testimony of nine
witnesses, many of whom were police officers who had
originally beensuspects, and on a particular
interpretation of the opinion of a forensic specialist
that the spleen was nota "vital” organ.

3 On the same night in January PauloSilva died of
internal injuries after complaining to his mother that he
hadbeen badly beaten by PSP officersin the Cerco area
shortly before. He was taken to the Hospital de Sao Joao
with a rupturedspleen. Nineofficers remained under
investigation in connection with the death. Aseparate
internal inquiry was being conducted into an apparent
attempt by the officer in command of the police unit
involvedto falsify paperwork.

3 Judicial and IGAf inquiries were also being carried
out into the death of Antonio Mendes dos Santos, who
died about 10 days after being held at a police station at
Coimbra in June. He too was reported to have died from
injuries to the spleen.

Police ill-treatment

New allegations of police ill-treatment were reported
and various judicial investigations continued into
previously reportedcases of police brutality.

Judicial and disciplinary inquiries were opened
into the alleged ill-treatment of Mario Joao Augusto
Rocha, a young black man who claimed that in February
he was assaulted by PSP officers who intercepted him
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while he was walking to his girlfriend's home at Arroja,
Odivelas. According to Mario Rocha he was punched
andslapped by plainclothes officers both before and
after beingtaken to the police station at Odivelas,
wherehe was also racially abused. He was asked only
later for hisidentity papers. He was subsequently
treated at the Hospital de Santa Maria. Helodged a
complaint with the PSP of Santo Antonio dos
Cavaleiros, Loures.

&3 In December Mozambican national Candido
Ventura Coelho, who suffers from a mental disability,
and his (7-year-old brother, Joseé Carlos Coelho, were
taken to the PSP station in Damaia, near Lisbon, to be
identified and questioned. Candido Coelho, who had
become a little muddled during questioning, was
reportedly taken into a bathroom by an officer who
pushed his head against a wall and punched him
repeatedly in the face andhead until a second officer
intervened Candido Coelho was subsequently treated
in hospital. His complaint was being investigated by the
Judicial Police at the end of the year

Prisons

lll-treatment by prison guards— mainly beatings —
inhuman and degrading conditions, and cases of
medical neglect continued to be reported. Many such
reports werereceived about Linh6 prison, Sintra.
Prisoners suffering from illnesses, often with HIV/AIDS,
alleged inadequate access tomedical treatment,
medical neglectanddisregard of their dietary needs.
The Justice Ministry informed Al that the rate of
overcrowding was dimnishing and that out of a total of
1,164 inquiries into complaints during 1998-99, only 117
related to alleged acts of violence by prison staff.
Twenty-three prison officers (out of a total of
approximately 4,000) were punished with dismissal or
compulsorily retired. These punishments did not all
relate to assaults on prisoners.

The UN Committee againstTorture

In May the UN Committee against Torture examined
Portugal's third periodicreport on its compliance with
the provisions of the Convention against Torture. The
Committee expressed concern about continuing reports
of deaths in custody and policeill-treatment and
persisting reports of inter-prisoner violence. The
Commuttee urged Portugal to ensure in particular that the
criminal investigation and prosecution of public officials,
such as police officers, wereundertaken as a “matterof
course”, where the evidence revealed the commission of
torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatmentor
punishment. Al submitted a report to the Committee. [t
summarized Al's main concerns about death and ill-
treatment in policecustody and in prisonsand about
casesof effective impunity and excessive use of force by
law enforcementofficersbetween 1997 and the beginning
of 2000. Al acknowledged the positive contribution made
by IGAI to the monitoringand supervision of the activities
of the PSPand GNR. Nevertheless, IGAI could not conduct
its own disciplinary investigations, or impose its own
penalties, and questions remained over the thoroughness
of some of the inquiries carried out.
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Al countryreport
« Portugal: Small problems ...? A summary of concerns
(Al Index. EUR 38/001/2000)

QATAR

STATE OF QATAR

Head ofstate: al-Shaikh Hamad Ibn Khalifa Al-Thani
Head of government: al-Shakh Abdullah Ibn Khalifa
Al-Thani

Capital: Doha

Population: 0.6 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Convention
against Torture

The trial of more than 100 peopie charged with
involvement in the failed coup attempt of 1996 was
concluded. At least 33 defendants received lengthy
prisonsentences. One political detainee,'Abd al-
Rahman bin ‘Amir al-Na'imi, remained held without
charge or trial for a third consecutiveyear. At least
three people were executed in the first executions
recorded by Al in more than 10 years.

tnternational human rights treaties

In January Qatar acceded to the UN Convention against
Torture. This was the third major international human
rightsinstrument to which Qatar hasbecomea party.
The others are the UN Children’s Convention and the
UN Conventionagainst Racism

Coup trial

At least 33 people were sentenced to life imprisonment
for their involvement in the failed coup attempt of
1996. Of the 33convicted, nine had been tried in
absentia. A total of 8sother defendants were acquitted
Inpreviousyears Al expressed concern that many of
the defendantsin this trial were allegedly tortured to
force themto confess. To Al's knowledge, there was no
investigation into these allegations. Al had no details of
the evidence on which the defendants were convicted.
Both thedefence and the prosecution launched appeals
against the sentences,

&3 Fahd 'Abdullah Jasim Al-Malki, one of the
defendants sentenced to life imprisonment, had been
forcibly returned to Qatar from Yemen in August 1998
He was allegedly beaten while under interrogation

Detention without trial
‘Abd al-Rahman bin‘Amir al-Na'imi continued tobeheld
without charge ortrialand without the opportunity to
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challenge the legality of his detention in a court of law.
Hewasarrested in June 1998. after he sent a petition to
the members of the Consultative Council (Maylis al-
Shura), in which he criticized aspects of government
policy, Thegovernment has failed 1o respond to Al's
repeated requests for clarification of his legal status.

Al continued to receive reports of torture and 1ll-
treatment.

Mazenal-Khatib, a United Kingdom national, was
allegedly tortured while awaiting trial after hisarrestin
December 1999. Mazenal-Khatibwasalleged to have
been forced to lie for seven hours on his back, with his
hands handcuffed behind his back, and beaten around
the neck and head with a stick. The government failed
torespond to Al'srequest that these allegations be fully
investigated.

Executions

Two men, Qader Aktar Hassan and Anis Qassem
Dahnassi, and a woman, Fatima Yussef al-Din Sayed, all
Indian nationals, wereexecuted on 14 June in Doha
prison. According to Al's records, these were the first
executions in the country for more than 10 years.

The last execution recorded by Al took place in
Octoberig88.

ROMANIA

ROMANIA

Head of state: lon lliescu (replaced Emil Constantinescu
in December)

Head of government: Arian Nastase (replaced Mugur
Isdrescu in December)

Capital: Bucharest

Population: 22.5 million

Official language: Romanian

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the invoive-
ment of children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to
the UN Women's Convention

Therewere numerous reports of torture and ill-
treatment by law enforcement officials. The
intimidationand harassment of victims and
witnessesimpeded prompt and impartial

i igations. Reforms to imp procedures on the
useofforce and firearms by police and to establish
an independent complaints investigation mechanism
had not been initiated by the end of 2000. Reforms
to the Penal Code, the Penal Procedure Code, the Law
on the Execution of Penal Sentences and legislation
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governing the police, proposed by the authorities in
September 1999, were alsonotadopted by
parliament. Conscientious objectors to military
service werethreatened with imprisonment.

Background
InNovemberand December, the votersreturnedto
power lon lliescu and the Partidul Democratiei Sociale
din Romania {PDSR), Social Democratic Party of
Romania, whohadbeen defeated in elections four
years earlier. The ruling coalition had failed to deliver
promised reforms and to end widespreadcorruption,
and had presidedover instability and a further
deterioration in living conditions, with close to 40 per
cent of the population below the offictal poverty line.
During the presidential and parliamentary elections
the extremist Partidul Roménia Mare (PRM), Greater
RomaniaParty, gained significant support, especially
among younger voters. The PRM leader, Corneliu Vadim
Tudor, had previously made xenophobic and anti-
Semitic remarks and had incited intolerance against the
ethnic Hungarian andRoma communities. Leaders of
the PDSR claimed that they would not seek to forma
coalition with the PRM, a party whose support they had
enjoyed in the previous 10 years, and with whom they
shared government between 1992 and 1996.

Ill-treatment and torture by law enforcementofficers
continued to be widespread. Many incidents occurred
during police investigations into criminal complaints,
when force was allegedly used toextract "confessions”
fromsuspects. Police often charged their victims with a
misdemeanour such as “insulting a police officer” or
"disturbing the peace” In afew incidents the police ill-
treated peaceful demonstrators or those who engaged
in legitimate political activity.

A number of victims of ill-treatment who filed
complaints or whose cases were widely publicized were
subsequently intimidated and harassed. As aresult,
some withdrew their complaints. Asin the past, the
authorities did not acknowledge that harassment took
place, failed to provide adequate protection to the
complainants and failed to investigate the incidents.
3 In July Marian lonel Pavel was summoned to the
police station in Ciochina to answer questions about
the theftof a horse. When he refused to confess he was
reportedly punched, beaten with truncheons and
kicked by three police officers. He was subsequently
released without charge.

&3 In January Silviu Rosioru and a friend were
drinking ata baron the Buzau-Ploiesti road. Silviu
Rosioru reportedly made a flippantremark about
officers of the Buzau emergency intervention police
sub-unit, who were sitting ata nearby table. Onhearing
it, theyallegedly threw him to the floor, handcuffed
him, kicked him and beat him with their batons. When
he and his friend tried to escape, the police officers
dragged Silviu Rosioru out of the taxi-cab and placed
him in their van where they beat him on the way to the
police station. He was later fined for allegedly insulting
the bar staff and refusing to provide identification. His
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signatureona confession was allegedly forged. Asa
result of the beating, Silviu Rosiorusuffered multiple
bruises on his chest, abdomen, thighand buttock.

In November the PDSR mayor of Targusor,
Constanta county, apprehended three university
students who were putting up election postersfor
Conventia Democratd din Romdnia~2000(CDR-2000),
Democratic Convention of Romania—2000. They were
taken to the mayor's office where one of them was
allegedly beaten. After they left the town, they were
stopped by a local police officer, who reportedly
assaulted them and tried to run them down with his
vehicle.

Investigations

Although the authorities reportedly initiated
investigations into complaints of torture or ill-
treatment, Inmostinstances investigations were not
conducted promptly and impartially. Complaints were
often dismissed on technicalities.

3 InSeptember, information was received from the
Ministry of Justice concerningthe investigation into the
199B police raid in the village of Merisani whensix
people had beenill-treated. None of the police officers
was charged, on the grounds that the victims "did not
lodge complaints ... accompanied by medical papersor
other evidence”. The Ministry did not comment on the
fact thatinvestigations into torture and ill-treatment
are legally mandatory and not dependent on the
victim's consent or ability to provide evidence. in this
case the victims could not obtain a forensic medical
certificate because the police had kept their identity
cardsfor ndays. The Ministry of Justice explained the
legal procedures for retaining identity cards, but
omitted tostate whether these rules had been
respected in this case.

3 Another reportfrom the same ministry, concerning
the alleged ill-treatment of Dumitru Auras Marcu and his
wife in 1998, contained copies of 16 witness statements,
including some by people who had denied any
knowledge of the incident when approached after the
event by an Al delegate. The statements contained
contradictory views on the manner in which the victim
hadbeenrestrained by police officers, casting doubtson
the veracity of the officers’ version of events. The
authorities did not make publica full report of the
investigation which would have explained how theacting
prosecutor assessed the evidence when deciding not to
charge the suspected officers with any criminal offence.

Failure to reform the police force

The relative impunity enjoyed by police officers who
committed human rights violations was in part
perpetuated by the government's failure toreform the
Ministry of the interior, The Law on the Status of Police
Officers, whichwould have demilitarized the Ministry
of the Interior, and amendments to the Law on the
Police Forcewerenot adopted by the end of 2000.

In April, Adrian Pitu, a former major in the police
force, wastried inabsentiaby the Bucharest Military
Tribunal on charges of tampering with or destroying
documents. He was sentenced to twoyears’
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imprisonment. He was apparently charged in violation
ofhis right to freedom of expression following
complaints by colleagues whom he had publicly
criticized. The sentence was quashed onappeal in
November, a month after his case was featured ina BBC
radio program. Adnan Pitujoined the policein 1990,
following the democratic changes in the country, but
soon became disillusioned with the lack of reforms
within the police and the growing corruption among his
colleagues. In19g7he publicly urged thenewly elected
authorities to investigate police abuses, including cases
of torture and ill-treatment, and alleged that police
gave protection to people with links to organized crime.
Shortly after he met the then Minister of the Interior,
Gavril Dejeu, AdrianPituand his wife started receiving
threats. He was also harassed by colleagues and
superiors, some of whom initiated criminal proceedings
against him on fabricated evidence. He resigned and
left the country in July 1998

Use offirearms by police

Domestic legislation continued to allow officers to
shoot "to apprehend a suspect who is caught in the act
and attempts to escape without obeying an order to
stay at the scene of the crime”, in breach of
international human rights standards. In September,
the Ministry of the Interior issued new instructions on
the use offorceand firearms which restricted the above
provision to cases of "crime, considered as serious”. It
remained unclear who would assess whether a crime
wasseriousand on what basis

InMay in‘Bucharest, a 20-year-old Romani man,
Mugurel Soare, and his brother werechasing their former
brother-in-law when they were stopped by three
plainclothes police officers. Mugurel Soare was shotin
the head, asa resultofwhich he was paralysed and
unable to speak. The officers laterstated that Mugurel
Soare had been armed with a knife and had stabbed a
police officer in the abdomen, and that theofficershot
himin self-defence. The officer reported his wound, a
scratch, twohours later, but it required no treatment
Two witnesses reported seeing aman in civilian dress
beating Mugurel Soare, hitting his head against awall and
sticking the barrel of a pistol against the back of his head.
The witnesses were later taken to Bucharest ioth
precinctpolice station, where theywereheld overnight
and questioned by an investigator and police officers in
anintimidating way. One witness wasallegedly warned
that he nisked being accused of "incitement to scandat” if
he maintained his version of the shooting incident.

Conscientious objectors

Twenty-nine conscientious objectors to military
service refused tocarry out alternative service because
they had reservations about its length and nature, and
on the grounds that the law exempts from military
service ordained ministers of recognized churches. All
were ministers of the Jehovah's Witnesses. They were
tried individually by military tribunals of first instance
whichacquitted all but three of the defendants, finding
that the failure to carry out alternative service was not
proscribed by any law in force.
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Ruling on appeal, the Bucharest Military Tribunal
convicted all 29 objectors andsentenced them to
differentterms of imprisonment. In July the Military
Courtof Appeal reviewed the cases of 13 of them and
sentenced each to 18 months’ imprisonment,
suspended fora period of threeyears, six months. The
presidingjudge published a separate opinion in which
he concurred with the first instance courts which had
acquitted the conscientious objectors of the charges. In
December, the same court acquitted three
conscientious objectors, but convicted another and
sentenced him to a suspended sentence of 18 months’
imprisonment. The grounds for these apparent
inconsistencies were not made clear.

Since the adoption in 1996 of the legislation
providingfor an alternative service, Al has urged the
authorities to amend certain legal provisions which are
at variance with internationally recognized principles.
These provisionsconcern thegroundsforapplying for
alternative service, its punitive length and restrictions
onwhen applications for alternative service may be
submitted.

RUSSIAN
FEDERATION

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Head of state: Viadimir Putin

Head of government: Mikhail Kasyanov

Capital: Moscow

Population: 146.9 million

Official language: Russian

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
thenternational Criminal Court

Serious and widespread human rights violations took
place in 2000, including grave crimes against
civilians on a massive scale during the renewed
armed conflict in the Chechen Republic (Chechnya).
Russian federal forces wereresponsiblefor gross
human rights violations against the civilian
population of Chechnya. Thousands of civilians were
killed in indiscriminate attacks and there were
widespread reports of torture, incommunicado
detention and summary executions. Few, if any,
investigations into these crimes took place and none
of those responsible were known to have been
prosecuted in 2000. Throughout the Russian
Federation, torture and ill-treatment in police
custody, in prisons and in the armed forces
continued. Prison conditions were cruel, inhuman
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and degrading. Former prisoners of conscience faced
trials. Refugees, asylum-seekers and internally
displaced people werenot given adequate
protection. Conscientious objectors to military
service continued to face imprisonment.

Background

2000saw continuing political and economic instability
andageneraldisregard for the rule of law. Government
pressure to limit cwvil liberties increased against the
background of the ongoing war in Chechnya.

Acting President Vladimir Putin won a decisive
victory in the March presidential elections. President
Putin divided the 8g regionsof the Russian Federation
into seven administrative regions and appointed
representatives — some of them allegedly close friends
and supporters from his time as a KGB officer —
responsible only to the President. He also pushed
through special legislation stripping regional leaders of
their seats in the Federation Council.

The Russian authorities repeatedly made
inflammatory statements designed todivert public
criticism of the government by heightening anti-
Chechensentiment in the country. For example, the
authoritiesrepeatedly blamed Chechen "terrorists”for
bombattacks, such as the bombing inMoscow in
August, before investigations had produced any
evidence as to who was responsible.

The Chechen conflict

The Russian authorities claimed that the situation in
Chechnya had normalized following the scalingdown of
military activities in the first quarter of 2000. However,
the human rights crisis in Chechnya continued. There
were frequent reports that Russian forces
indiscriminately bombed and shelled civilian areas.
Chechen civilians, including medical personnel,
continued to be the target of military attacks by Russian
forces. Hundreds of Chechen civilians and prisoners of
war were extrajudicially executed. Journalists and
independent monitorscontinuedto be refused access
to Chechnya. According toreports, Chechen fighters
frequently threatened, and in some cases killed,
members of the Russian-appointed civilian
administration and executed Russian captured soldiers
3 Atleast 60 civilians were summarily executed in
theNoviye Aldy suburb of the Chechen capital, Grozny,
by Russian forces duringa "cleansing operation” ons
February

3 In March Russian forces launched an attack on a
group of up to 60 civilians, mostly women and children,
in the village of Samashki. The villagers had been
promiseda “safecorridor”forone day toallow them to
collect food. Despite these assurances, the group came
under artillery attack and at least three women were
killed and five were wounded.

€3 Andrey Babitsky, a Russian war correspondent
working for Radio Liberty, went missing in Chechnya
while trying to leave the capital Grozny. It later
emergedthat he had beenarrested by the Russian
military authorities and was being held
incommunicado. On 3 February the Russian authorities
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announced that Andrey Babitsky had been handed
over to Chechen fighters, reportedly in exchange for
Russian soldiers held by Chechen forces. On 25
February Andrey Babitsky was found in detention in
the Dagestan capital, Makhachkala,fromwhere he was
released and flown to Moscow following the
intervention of Vladimir Putin

Andrey Babitskystated that he had been detained in
the Chernokozovo “filtration camp” where he had been
beaten with truncheons by Russian guards and heard
the screams of other detainees, including a woman,
being tortured. He also said that the Russian authorities
had handed him over to unidentified Chechens, whom
he believed to be collaborating with the Russian
authorities, against his will.

Russian forces continued to detain people in Chechnya
at checkpoints and in the territories under their
control. Most people were detained during so-called
"cleansing operations” in newly occupied towns or
during identity checks on civilian convoys travelling
fromChechnyatoneighbouring Ingushetia. People
apprehended by Russian forces weresent to secret
“filtration camps” where they were held without access
to therr relatives, lawyers or the outside world.
Survivors of “filtration camps” stated that torture was
routine and systematic. There were numerous reports
of detainees being raped, beaten with hammers and
clubs, given electric shocks or tear gassed. There were
alsoreports that some detainees had their teeth filed
down or were beaten around both ears simultaneously
toburst the ear-drums. Senior Russian officials
continued to deny the existence of “filtration camps”
and to claim that no detainees in Chechnya were
tortured.

&3 Witnesses stated that a 14-year-old girl, originally
from Urus-Martan, died indetentionin Chernokozovo
at the beginning of the year, allegedly as a result of
torture; she had been repeatedly raped by Russian
guards. She had reportedly been detained at a
checkpoint while travelling ona bus. According to the
witnesses, the girl was among 6owomen held together
in cell number 25 in Chernokozovo, who were subjected
tobeatings by the guards.

&3 Musa(not his real name), a former detainee in
Chernokozovo, stated thata 16-year-oldboy called
Albert, originally fromthe village of Davydenko, was
brought to his cell after being gang-raped and severely
beaten by prison guards. One of his ears had been cut
off. Musa believed that up to 1o men were raped in the
camp during his 21-day detention. His other cellmates
includeda manwhosehands hadbeenseverely burned
by prison guards with cigarette lighters and a 17-year-
old youth whose teeth had been filed with a metal file
and whose lipswereshredded, leaving him unable to
eat, drink or speak.

Internally displaced people

An estimated 300,000 civilians remained displaced by
the conflict, both inside Chechnya and in neighbouring
republics. About half were in Ingushetia living invery
poorconditions; many lackedadequateshelter and
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sanitation. Arbitrary official restrictions prevented
most from travelling to other territories of the Russian
Federation, placinga major strain on Ingushetia'sown
population.
Persecution of Chechens
Chechens and other people from the Caucasus
continued to be arbitrarily detained, ill-treated and
tortured in Moscow and other parts of the Russian
Federation. InMoscow, Mayor Yury Luzhkovused
unconstitutional measures, including the so-called
propiska (residence permit) system, to expel
thousands of Chechens and todeny registration to
internally displaced Chechens who had fled the
conflictzone. Reports continued to be received that in
some cases police fabricated criminal charges against
Chechens and planted drugs or weapons on them. In
Moscow alone, more than 5o Chechens were
sentenced to prison terms despite compelling
evidence that thechargesagainst them had been
fabricated
Abuses by Chechen fighters
Dozens of civilian hostages were reportedly held by
armed Chechen groups. Two former hostages said
they witnessed the killing in February of Vladimir
Yatsina, a Russiannewsagency photojournalist who
had been kidnapped in Ingushetia by a Chechen group
injuly1999.
Theinternational community
The Russian authorities refused to allow the UN High
Commissioner on Human Rights to visit a number of
secret "filtration camps” madepublicby Al. The reasons
given were bad weather and security problems.

[n April, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europevoted tosuspend the Russiandelegation’s
votingrights and called on its Committee of Ministers to
immediately invoke a procedure for thesuspensionof
Russia's membership.

Alurgedthe UN Commussion on Human Rights to call
foran international investigation. However, the
Cc 1 called for the 1t of anational,
broad-based, independentcommission, in accordance
with recognized international standards; none of the
bodies established by the Russian authorities measured
upto these standards.

Former prisoners of conscience

In November the Supreme Courtordered that the
caseof Grigory Pasko, a journalist and naval captain
arrestedin 1997 after exposing the Russian navy's
illegal dumping of nuclear waste, be reconsidered

&3 In April the Supreme Court upheld the acquittal in
December1999 of human rights defender Aleksandr
Nikitin. He had been charged with espionage and
revealing statesecrets for his writings on therisks of
radioactive pollution fromRussia’'s Northern Fleet. An
appeal against the acquittal by the Prosecutor General
was dismissed in September

Conscientious objectors

There was no civilian alternative to military service
and conscientious objectors continued to face
imprisonment. Young men who claimed conscientious
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objection to military service based on their religious
beliefs and membership of banned organizations,
such as the Jehovah's Witnesses, were often not
considered to be legitimate conscientious objectors
by the courts. In some cases judges who ruled in
favour of the conscientious objectors risked
government pressure and retaliation by the
authorities

& Prominent reformist judge Sergey Pashinwas
stripped of hispost in the Moscow City Court in October
because of ascholarly paper in which he questioned the
legality of Dmitry Neverovsky's conviction for draft
evasion. Dmitry Neverovsky —a student from Kaluga
Region and a conscientiousob jector who refused to
serve in the army during the war in Chechnya because
of his pacifist beliefs— had been sentenced to two
years' imprisonment tn November 1999. He claimed
that while in pre-trialdetention he was systematically
tll-treated by the guards. In April 2000 he was released
from prison after his conviction was overturned on
appeal

Torture and ill-treatment of detainees in police
custody, during pre-trial detention and in the armed
forces continued to be reported

3 Feodor Avdeev, a 68-year-old retired navy aviation
major, was reportedly beatento deathon 28 November
1999 in the local market by a police officer in Podolsk.
He was apparently selling chocolates at the market
withouta licence to trade. After Feodor Avdeev failed
to produce a passport during an identity check, a police
officer reportedly beat him repeatedly even after he
hadfallento the ground. A criminal case against the
officer on charges of "abuse of power” opened by the
Office of the Procurator wasclosedin March,
apparently for lack of evidence.

&5 New developments were reported in the case of
Sergey Mikhailov who was sentenced to death in April
1995 by the Arkhangelsk Regional Court for the rape and
murder of agirl. Sergey Mikhailov claimed that he was
subjectedtotorture and ill-treatment tn order to force
him to confess to the crime, and maintained his
innocence. In April 2000 the Supreme Court of the
Russian Federation cancelled the previous court
decision to sentence Sergey Mikhailov to death and
returned the case for further investigation to the Office
of the ProcuratorofVolgograd Regton.

3 Masked law enforcement officers reportedly ill-
treated staff and visitors during a raid on the Moscow
offices of the human rights organization, Glasnost
Foundation, in August. Officers reportedly ordered
everyone present, including a 10-year-old girl. to lie
facedown on the floor at gunpoint. Officers allegedly
kickedseveral of those present, including Sergey
Grigoryants who was kicked in the head and back for
not lying down quickly enough. The activists were kept
lying on the floor for about 30 minutes.

Armed forces

Widespread torture and ill-treatment in the armed
forces resulted in anumber of deaths of soldiers and
officers.
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&3 In August, fourdischargedsoldiers who served
during the war in Chechnya — Vladimir Murashkin, igor
Koshelev, Larisa Klimova and Victor Khmyrov—
reported the systematic use of torture and ifl-treatment
in the 72nd regiment of 42nd army division stationed
around Stanitsa Kalinovskaya. They alleged that
conscripts were systematically beaten by fellow
officers and senior soldiers from the intelligence unit;
thatsoldiers were kept for days inspecial zoo-like
cagesinfront of thebarracks; and thatinjuredsoldiers
were shot at using automatic rifles. The four soldiers
reported that private Vladimir Demakov was forced to
spend 15 days in acageand beaten with beltsand a
crowbar after writing a complaint to the unit
commander about the ill-treatment of fellow soldiers

Conditions of detention
Conditions in penitentiaries and pre-trial detention
centres, which held up toamillion people, did not
improve and amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. Hundreds of thousands of people awaiting
trial continued to be held in grossly overcrowded
conditions. Thousands had to sleep in shifts, often
without bedding. Many cells were filthy and pest-
ridden, with inadequate light and ventilation. Food and
medical treatment were often inadequate. Tuberculosis
and skindiseaseswere widespread. It was reported
that on average more than 10,000 inmates died each
year and more than 100,000 suffered from tuberculosis.
In May a new law designed to grant amnesty to
detainees and prisoners sentenced for minor crimes
wasadoptedby the State Duma (parliament) lower
house to mark thessthanniversary of the end of the
SecondWorldWar inEurope. It was not clear how
many people were freed under the amnesty, although
the authorities reported in November that more than
168,000 people were released.

Politically motivated killings

3 Despite the conviction in November 1999 of three
men in the Republic of Kalmykia in connection with the
murdern June 1998 of Larisa Yudina, human rights
groups in Kalmykia continued to maintain that the
journalist was killed on the orders of Kalmykian
PresidentKirsan llyumzhinov. According to Russian
pressreports, crimnal investigatorshad indicated that
President llyumzhinov's brother had ordered the
killing.

&3 In January police in St Petersburg detained lL.arisa
Plaskova in connection with the murder on 20
November 1998 of prominent member of parliament
Galina Starovoitova; she was released in February.

The death penaity
No steps were taken to abolish the death penalty in law.
There wereseveral calls during the year by senior
officials for the lifting of the de factomoratoriumon the
deathpenalty. In September some 60deputies of the
State Dumaappealed toPresidentPutin to lift the de
factomoratorium on the grounds of risingcrime
throughout Russia, the series of apartment bombings in
1999, and a number of contract killings.
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Refoulement

Legal provisions for asylum-seekers remained
inadequate. Many people were at risk of refoulement
(forcible return) to countries where they could face
grave human rights violations.

3 In December 1999 the Russian authorities forcibly
returned sevenNorth Koreans, recognized as refugees
by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, to the
People’s Republic of China, apparently without giving
them access to asylum procedures. At the beginning of
2000 the Chinese authorities forcibly returned the
seven refugees to theDemocraticPeople's Republic of
Korea where they were at risk of grave human rights
abuses.

3 Polvonnazar Khodzhayev was detained by officers
of the Russian Special Services in the town of Samara on
5 April. He was subsequently handed over to Uzbek law
enforcement officers and was forcibly returned to
Uzbekistan. On 14 May he was sentenced to death by
Tashkent Regional Court for attempting to overthrow
the constitutional order of Uzbekistanin order to
create an [slamic state.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

* Russian Federation: Environmental activist Grigory
Pasko faces newimprisonment risk (Al index: EUR
46/045/2000)

« Russian Federation: Only an international
investigation will ensure justice for the victims (Al
Index: EUR 46/023/2000)

* Russian Federation: Continuing torture and rape in
Chechnya (Al Index: EUR 46/036/2000)

* Russian Federation: What future forChechens—
citizens or subjugated people (Al Index: EUR
46/044/2000)

Visits

Between March and June Al visited the country several

times to carry out research on violations of human rights

and international humanitarian law and to interview
people affected by the Chechen conflict.
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RWANDA

RWANDESE REPUBLIC

Head of state: Major-General PaulKagame (replaced
Pasteur Bizimungu in April)

Head of government: Bernard Makuza (replaced Pierre-
Célestin Rwigema in March)

Capital: Kigal

Population: 7.7 million

Official languages: Kinyarwanda, French, English
Death penalty: retentionist

Reportsof “disappearance”, arbitrary arrest,
uniawful detention, and torture or ill-treatment of
detainees continued throughout 2000. A numberof
killings of unarmed civilians were also reported. An
estimated 125,000 people continued to be held in
detention, the overwhelming majority accused of
taking part in the1994 genocide. Many have been
held for prolonged periods without charge ortrial in
conditions amounting to cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment. Atleast 140 people were
sentenced to death for crimes committed during the
1994 genocide, some after unfair trials, but no
executions took place. Trials of genocide suspects
also continued atthe International Criminal Tribunal
forRwanda (ICTR) in Tanzania. In eastern
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Rwandese
military and allied forces, as well as Rwandese armed
groups opposing them, were responsible for
massacres of civilians, torture, including rape,

disappearances” and the ic har of
human rights defenders.

Background

The Rwandese Patriotic Front (RPF)-led government
retained tight political control of the country. Open
political opposition was not tolerated. Despite signs of
growing internal dissatisfaction from genocide
survivors and from dissident RPF members, no
significant political opposition emerged in the country.
Both the RPF and the government were criticized for
being dominated by members of the Tutsi ethnic group

Political tension increased following the departure
from office of senior political figuresperceived as
critical of the RPF leadership. Joseph Sebarenzi Kabuye,
former Speaker of the National Assembly, fled Rwanda
inJanuary. In March the RPF, acting with the National
Assembly, forced the resignation of President Pasteur
Bizimungu, a Hutu who had been included in the inner
circle of power since the early days of the RPF. The
Vice-President, Major-General Kagame, tookoveras
President in April.

The governmentcontinued with a national policy of
“villagization” under which hundreds of thousands of
people wererequired to abandon their homes in order
to be housed in new “villages” or settlements known as
imidugudu. By the end of 2000, the conditions in many
of these villages remained extremely poor, with
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inadequate access to food and water. Insecurity and
numerous cases of rape and sexual violence were
reported in these villages.

During 2000a new police force under civilian control
replaced the paramilitary gendarmerie, formerly under
the control of the Ministry of Defence. Officers of the
new policeforcereceivedbasic training in human rights.

Abuses in Democratic Republic of the Congo
The Rwandese Patriotic Army (RPA) and forces of the
Rwandese-backed Congolese armed opposition group,
the Goma-based Rassemblement congolais pourla
démocratie (RCD-Goma), Congolese Rally for
Democracy, continued tocontrol largeareas of eastern
DRC. In opposition to the DRC government of Laurent-
Désiré Kabila, units of both forces were responsible for
widespread human rights abuses, in particular the
killing of hundreds of unarmed civilians and torture,
including rape. Such abuses were often committed in
response to attacks by Rwandese inrerahamweand ex-
FAR (former Rwandese government army) armed
groups, or by the mayi-mayiCongolese armed group
which opposes the RCD-Goma and the Rwandese
presencein the DRC. These groups were also
responsible forgrave human rights abuses. In
November and December 2000, the RPA and RCD-Goma
undertookamassiverecruitmentdrive ineastern DRC.
Among those recruited were children under the age of
18. All forces continued to use child soldiers, some of
whom wereforcibly recruited and trained in foreign
countries before being sent back to fight in the DRC.

Torture and ill-treatment in Rwandese and RCD-
Gomadetentioncentreswereroutine, and numerous
cases of "disappearance” were reported. Congolese
human rights defenders and civil society activists were
singled out by the Rwandese and RCD authorities for
harassment or worse: many suffered arbitrary arrest,
unlawful detention, ill-treatment or “disappearance”
(See Democratic Republic of the Congoentry.)

In addition to fightingbetween the two sides in the
DRC conflict, there wereincreasinginternal divisions
within the RCD alliance, including deepening rifts
between the Rwandeseand the Ugandans. In June,
Rwandese and Ugandan forces fought forcontrol of the
Congolese city of Kisangani. More than 700 civilians
were killed and thousands more forced toflee.

Killings of civilians

Thelevel of killings inRwandawas lower thanin
previous years as the activities of armed groups such as
the interahamweand counter-insurgency operations
by the Rwandese military were increasingly restricted
to eastern DRC. However, a number of unarmed
civilians were killed, some by members of the
Rwandese security forces, others by armed opposition
groups, others by unidentified assailants. Members of
Local DefenceForces (LDF). an armed but unpaid and
poorly trained civilian force recruited to protect local
communities, were also responsible for killings of
civilians and other abuses. Some detainees who had
been acquitted of genocide charges or conditionally
releasedwere killed.
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&5 In February Aloys Rurangangabo, who had been
acquitted by a court of participation in genocide, was
shot dead in Gakoni, Murambi commune, Umutara. His
wife and four-year-old child were also injured when a
grenade was thrown into their house. The attackers
reportedly includeda serving and ademobilized RPA
soldier.

&3 InMarch Assiel Kabera, adviser to President
Bizimungu, was shot dead outside his home in Kigali by
three men in military uniform.

&3 InMay an armed oppositiongroupkilled nine
civilians in Rwerere commune, Gisenyipréfecture,and
threestudentsin Kiningi, Ruhengeri.

3 InAugust, in Kinigi, Ruhengeri, 22-year-old
Innocent Manragaba was killed by RPA soldiers, and
two other civilian menwere wounded, The unarmed
men, who hadundertakena village night security
patrol, wereorderedtosit on the ground by the
soldiers who then opened fireon them.

‘Disappearances’

Anumber of"disappearances” continuedto be
reported. Some victims were arrested in the DRC and
subsequently transferred to Rwanda and held in
incommunicado detention.

3 Bruno Bahati, acivil society activist from eastern
DRC, was arrested at the Rwanda-Uganda border in
April as he returned from a civil society conference in
the DRC government-held capital of Kinshasa. His
whereabouts were unknown until his release in July. It
transpired that he had been held incommunicado in
military detention in Kigali before being transferred to
adetentioncentrein Goma, eastern DRC.

Torture and ill-treatment were practised routinely in
“cachots communaux’ (local detention centres) and
military detentionsites, especially in theearly stages of
detention. Anunknown number of civilians continued
tobe heldillegally in military detention centres.

&3 In June, four students from Goma, eastern DRC—
Mapendano Bahavu, Eric Sikubwabo-Sibomana, l.azare
LukuteTschonga and Obin Lukute Kiembo— were
arrested at the Rwanda-Uganda border and held
incommunicado for 16 days at the Kicukiro military
detention centre, in Kigali. They were denied food for
the first three days. At least two were tortured: one was
severely beaten around his head with a piece of wood,
and another had a gun held to his head.

Conditions in Rwanda's chronically overcrowded
prisons and detention centres continued to be harsh
and life-threatening, and in most cases constituted
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. The
authorities failed to provide adequate food or medical
treatment to detainees and sanitary conditions
remainedextremely poor, The death rate in prisonsand
detention centres remained high. Many child detainees
wereincarcerated with adults, putting them at
additional risk of violence and sexual abuse: only six of
Rwanda's 13 central prisons have separate wings for
minors. The UN Children’s Convention, to which
Rwanda is party, states that children should only be
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detained in prison exceptionally, as a last resort, and
should always be separated from adults.

Genocide trials

At least 2,283 peopleweretriedin Rwandese courts on
charges of participation in the 199 4genocide. At least
140 people were sentenced to death —an increase over
previous years, There were nojudicial executions. The
number of trials increased, but the quality of trials
varied, and some trials were unfair. Some witnesses
were intimidated, and some trials were repeatedly
postponed. There was also an increase in group trials,
whichreportedly ledto breaches of fair trial
procedures.

One of the most prominent genocide trials, that of
Augustin Misago, Roman Catholic bishop of Gikongoro,
concluded in June when he was acquitted.

Around 125,000 people remained in detention, the
overwhelming majority accused of participation in the
genocide. Since the launch ofgenocidetrials in 1996,
only 4,875 suspects havebeentried, less than 4 per cent
of thedetained population. Detaineesincluded more
than 4,400 children under 18 years old, and many
elderly peopleover 7oyears old. More than 450
children who would have been less than 12 years old at
the time of the genocide, and who had reportedly been
cleared of involvement, remainedin detention.

Inordertoaccelerate the pace of the trials, the
government planned tointroducea new communal
system of justice, known as gacaca, to try people
accused ofgenocidecrimes, with the exceptionof
“Category 1" suspects accused of playing a leading or
significant role in the genocide. While the use of the
new gacaca system might alleviate the huge burdenon
the courts and prison system, there were concerns that
some aspects of thissystemwould not conformto
international standards of fairness, particularly
regarding the right to legal defence and the lack of
professional training for and independence of the lay
judges.

International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda

Trials of leading genocide suspects continued at the
iCTRin Arusha, Tanzania. By the end of 2000, 46 were
detained in Arusha. The United Kingdom, France,
Belgium and Denmark surrenderedindicted genocide
suspects to the ICTR in the course of 2000.

3 InJuneformer radio presenter Georges Ruggiu was
sentenced to 12 years' imprisonment for crimes relating
toincitement togenocide and persecution, asa crime
againsthumanity, after he pleaded guilty. Georges
Ruggiu worked for the Hutu extremist radio station
Mille Collines(Thousand Hills), which incited Hutus to
kill Tutsis and Hutus opposed to the atrocities.

Swiss court ruting

&3 In May, aSwiss military appeal court reduceda life
sentence imposed on Rwandese ex-mayor Fulgence
Niyonteze to 14 years' imprisonment. He had been
sentenced to life imprisonment in April 1999 after a
lower court found him guilty of murder, incitement to
murderand warcrimes. Thiswas thefirsttrial of a
Rwandese genocide suspect in the national jurisdiction
of aforeigncountry. The appeal court dismissed the
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charges of murder and incitement to murder on the
grounds that it lacked the competence to try such
crimes committed by one foreigner against another
outside Switzerland, allowing only the war crimes
charges tostand.

Arbitrary arrests and detentions

Arbitrary arrests and detentions were reported.
Thousands of detainees awaiting trial on genocide
charges had been detained for prolonged periods, some
without any evidence against them. Several detainees
who had been tried and acquitted were rearrested.
Daniel Gahinda, Christophe Kagiraneza, and
Eugene Nkulikiyinka, school teachers from Nyamyumba
commune, Gisenyi, werearrestedin December 1999,
accused of being supporters of Rwanda’s exiled former
king and members of a supposed "Army of the King".
Theyweredetainedfor six months in military and
gendarmerie detention centres, despite there being no
evidence against them, before being released without
chargein July.

Refugee issues

In the course of 2000, hundreds of people, mainly
HutufromKibungoin easternRwanda,fled to
Tanzania, Thereportedreasons for their flight
included a prolonged drought and fear of being
accused by the forthcoming gacaca tribunals of
participation in the genocide.

FromSeptember, many Congolese refugees from the
Masisi regionofeastern DRC, who had been livingina
camp inByumba, Rwanda, werereturnedto the Masisi
region.Because of the continued fighting and
insecurity in the Masisi region, they wereat serious risk
of humanrightsabusesduring or after their return.

Intergovernmental organizations

In May the Organization of African Unity's [nternational
Panel of Eminent Personalities submitted the report of
itsinvestigation intothe 1994 genocide and made
recommendations to prevent conflict in the region.

Government response to Al report

In June the government published a lengthy response
to Al's April report, Rwanda: The troubled course of
Justice, which highlighted the plight of tens of
thousands of detainees held on suspicion of genocide
as well as the negative impact of long delays in bringing
suspectsto trial and theprocessof deliveringjustice to
the vicums and survivors of the genocide, The
governmentresponse, while acknowledging that "some
human rights related problems do still exist" in Rwanda
and welcoming some of Al's observations, largely
sought to refute Al's findings.

Al country report and visit

Report

+Rwanda:The troubled course of justice (Al Index: AFR
47/010/2000)

Visit

Al delegates visited Rwanda and eastern DRC in October

to carry out research and meet government officials.
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SAINT LUCIA

SAINTLUCIA

Head of state: Queen Elizabeth I, represented by
Pearlette Louisy

Head of government: Kenneth Anthony
Capital: Castries

Population: 0.16 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

There were reports of severe beatings in prison and of
policebrutality and excessive use offorce. At least
twomen remained under sentence of death.

Therewere reports of severe beatings in prison, and of
conditions that amounted to cruel, inhuman or
degrading punishment. Sanitation was poor, with an
openpit for all prisoners touse as a latrine. Severe
overcrowding was exacerbated by the large number of
remand prisoners awaiting trial

&3 Inonecase,amentally itlman onremandwas
allegedly beaten and punchedby prisonguards until he
became unconscious.

&3 In July, acourtorderedthat shackles be
immediately removed from Alfred Harding, a Bajan
national. He had been kept in prison since August 1999
and held continuously in handcuffs and metal ankle
restraints chained together, in contravention of the
Prison Rules and international standards. He was also
kept in solitary confinement and denied visiting rights.
Reports indicated that he was detained in the part of
the prison reservedforprisonersunder sentence of
death, although he was on remand, and that he was
regularly subjected to punitive cell searches. The court
ordered compensation to be paid to Alfred Harding, but
this was not paid. By the end of the year the authorities
had not responded to calls foran end to the practice of
holding prisonersin chains and for an investigation
into thetorture of Alfred Harding.

Corporal punishment

No reports were received of sentences of judicial
corporal punishment beingimposed or inflicted. [n
1999 the Court of Appeal had ruled that therewasno
provisionin law for such punishments.

Police brutality

There were reports of police brutality and excessive
use offorce. Unofficial reports claimed that there were
at least seven fatal shootings by the police, some in
disputed circumstances. No inquests were held into any
of these deaths.

In October Paul Hamilton was fatally shot by police
officers inCastries.Reportsindicated that he was shot
in the back following achase, Media reportsstated that
aninternal policeinvestigationhad beenannounced,
but the outcomewas not known at the end of the year.
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3 InNovember, Alfred Harding (see above) was shot
dead by police in La Clery after escaping from custody.
The circumstances of the killing suggested that he had
been extrajudicially executed. Witnesses stated that
Alfred Harding was ordered by a police officer to lie
downand was subsequently shottwicein the thighand
spine. According to reports, he was denied medical
attention. Witnesseswerereportedly intimidated by
police. Following the shooting, the Ministerof Home
Affairs announcedthat anindependent investigation
would take placeinto Alfred Harding's death and the
circumstances of his escapefromcustody. The Prime
Minister announced an internal investigation. The
results of both investigations had not been disclosed by
the end of the year.

Death penalty

At least two men remained under sentence of death. No
further death sentences were imposed and no
executions tookplace.

Human rights defenders

The Ministerof Home Affairs accused human rights
lawyers of being "politically motivated”. The media was
also critical of their work and at least one lawyer was
subjected to anonymous death threats, verbal
harassment and intimidation from members of the
public.

SAMOA

INDEPENDENT STATEOF SAMOA

Head of state: Malietoa Tanumafili |1

Head of government: Tuila'epa Sailele Malielegaoi
Capital:Apia

Population: 0.17 million

Official languages: Samoan, English

Death penalty: retentionist

At least 54 villagers on Savai'i island were detained
on account of their religious activities. Their
imprisonment led to public debate about
constitutional guarantees of freedom of religion.
Deathsentences againsttwoformer cabinet
ministers convicted of assassinatinganother
government minister were commuted.

Prisoners of conscience

Throughout the year, scores of Christian villagers on
Savai'iisland were arrested, imprisoned or banished
for taking part in religious activities outside
mainstream Christian churches.

3 In May, Tuasivi District Court sentenced 42 people

from Falealupo village to four weeks' imprisonment and
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another 12 villagers to two months’ imprisonment for
refusing to obey orders by the Land and Titles Court to
stop their Bible classes and other religious activities.
Theywere prisonersofconscience. inSeptember, the
Land and Titles Courtupheld decisions by Falealupo
village council to banish the prisoners and 144 other
villagersfrom Falealupo and to prohibit them from
forming a new church. Banishment is a recognized form
of law enforcement in Samoa.

Following unsuccessful petitions to the village
council, the banished group appealed to the L.and and
Titles Courtagainstthe orders. In October police
reportedly forced the majority of the banished villagers
to leave Falealupo, despite court instructions to
suspend their eviction pending the appeal. About 60
members of the group were reportedly taken to the
Tuasivipolice station, apparently for questioning.
Courtofficials in Apia then intervened to inform Tuasivi
police and the Falealupo village council of a decision by
the Land and Titles Court President that all banished
villagers should remain in Falealupo pending appeal
hearings due to take placen 2001
3 InSeptember, at least three people fromPapa
Puleia village were reportedly detained fortwodays by
Tuasivi police in similar circumstances. They were
charged with disobeying their village council’s
prohibition on their religious activities. The case was
pending at the end of the year.

3 In july the Supreme Court upheld constitutional
guarantees of religious freedom in a similar case and
ruled that the Land and Titles Courtand the Saipipi
village council had no authority torestrictreligious
freedom or to limit the number of churches at Saipipi.
Inresponse, the National Council of Churches declared
itsintention to seek amendments to the Constitution in
order to allow village councils to limit the number of
churches in their jurisdiction.

Death penalty

In April, the Supreme Courtsentencedtodeath former
government ministers Leafa Vitale and Toi Aukuso Cain
for their role in the assassination in july 1999 of
Luagalau Levaula Kamu, another minister, ata
reception celebrating the ruling Human Rights
Protection Party. Leafa Vitale's eldest son, Alatise
Vitale, gave evidence at the trial that hisfatherand Toi
Aukuso Cain had arranged the assassination and
pleadedguilty toshootingdead Luagalau Levaula
Kamu, His own death sentence had been commuted to
life imprisonment in 19g9g by Malietoa Tanumafili fl. in
May, Malietoa Tanumafili Il visited Leafa Vitale and Toi
Aukuso Cain in prison before also commuting their
deathsentencesto life imprisonment.
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SAUDI ARABIA

Consultative Council was also reported to have begun
studying proposals for a comprehensive labour law for
women

In September, Saudi Arabia acceded to the UN

KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA

Head of stateand government: King Fahd bin 'Abdul-
‘Azizal-Saud

Capital: Riyadh

Population: 19 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist
2000treatyratifications/signatures: UN Women's
Convention

Serious human rights violations continued. Women
continued to face severe discrimination, and
suspected political or religious activists continued to
suffer arbitrary arrest and detention or punishment
under secretive criminal judicial procedures which
deny themostbasic rights, such as therightto be
defendedby a lawyer. Atleast 123 people were
executed and there was an alarming increase in the
number of amputations. One person reportedly had
his eye surgically r d as judicial puni

Torture and ill-treatment continued to be reported.
The government continued to enforce a ban on
political parties and trade unions and toimpose
restrictions on access to the country by non-
governmental human rights organizations.

Background
In anunprecedentedmove, the government publicly
stated tts belief in theuniversality and indivisibility of
human rights and announced measures to promote and
protectsuchrights. During the March/April 2000
session ofthe UN Commission on Human Rights, Saudi
Arabia’s Deputy Foreign Minister stated that "human
rights are a non-negotiable objectivefor the
achievement of which we must all strive together”, and
that Saudi Arabia was committed to "the protectionand
promotion of human rights through carefully studied
measures within the context of a comprehensive
human rights strategy". He informed the Commussion of
stepsalready taken or planned by the government to
carry forward this strategy, including an invitation to
the UN Special Rapporteur on the independence of
judges and lawyers to visit the country. The steps also
included plans tointroduce anew regulation to govern
the legal profession and legal counsel, and the creation
of mainly governmental structuresfor the protection of
human rights. The establishment of acommittee to
investigate allegations of torture and other abuses was
also announced, in response to the government's
obligationsunder the UN Conventionagainst Torture,
During 2000, the government embarked on a
number of legislative initiatives related to human
rights. InMay, the Minister of Justice announced that
statutes hadbeendrafted to form a new professional
codeofpracticeforthe legal profession. A law on
criminaltrial procedures was reported to have been
proceeding through the legislative process. The
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Women's Convention, but entered the following
reservation: “In the case of contradiction between any
formof the Conventionand the norms of Islamic law,
theKingdomis notunderobligation to observe the
contradictory terms of the Convention”. The
governmentalso entered a reservation so that it would
not be boundbyprovisionson the equal rights of men
and women to pass their nationality on to their
children.

In July Saud Arabia appointed a woman to the
government post of assistant under-secretary at the
Presidency For Girls’ Education.

In May Saudi Arabia was one of a number of states
voted onto the UN Commission on Human Rights.

Emerging human rights debate

On 31 March, the government issued a response through
the news media to Al's report Saudi Arabia: A secret
state of suffering. The government denied the patterns
of human rights violations documented by the
organization. Without referring to any individual cases
or specific events covered by the report, the response
claimed that arbitrary arrest and torture were not
allowed in Saudi Arabia and that the courts guaranteed
fair trial. It denied that any political prisoners were
held and pointed out that Saudi Arabia played an active
role in the field of human rights, This statement started
adebate on human rights led by Saudi Arabia’s national
and international press. Governmentofficials were
also prompted to make statements on human rights,
including the Minister of Interior whoreportedly said:
"We tell those who level accusations against the
Kingdom topresent their proof. And we welcome
anybody who wants toknow the factsas we don't have
anything tohide...". The debate was continuing at the
end of 2000

Women's rights

Al welcomed Saudi Arabia’s accession to the UN
Women's Convention and other developments related
to women's rights, but remained concerned at
continuing severe forms of discrimination and human
rights abuses against women. Discrimination against
women included limitations on freedom of movement,
allowing for effective imprisonment within the home,
and preventing recourse to protection or redress from
human rights abuses. Equal educational and vocational
opportunities continued to be denied to girls and
women. Women werealso subjected to human rights
violations, including arbitrary arrest and detention,
tortureand the death penalty. Women abused by
private individuals such as husbands or employers
continued to be denied access to adequate protection
orredressby the government. Female domestic
workersremained at particular risk of human rights
abuses, including physical abuse, as aresult of severe
restrictions on their liberty, freedom of movement and
association.
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Prisoners of conscience and political prisoners
There were continuing arrests on political or religious
grounds. People arrested in previousyears remained
indetention, some of whomwere held without charge
or trial

Hundreds of members of the Shi‘a Ismaili
community of Najran province, including possible
prisoners ofconscience, were arrested following
demonstrations and clashes in April in protest against
the forcible closure of their mosque by security
forces. Many of those arrested wereapparently held
incommunicado and their whereabouts were
unknown. At least two were reported to have been
sentenced to prison terms and lashes (see below).
Some were reported to have been killed during the
clashes and demonstrations, in circumstances which
suggested that they may have been the victims of
extrajudicial execution or excessive use of force
by the security forces. At least one security officer
was reported to have been killed and others were
injured

Anumberof Christians were also reported to have
been arrested during 2000 for the non-violent
expression of their religious beliefs. Thoseknown to Al
had all been released by the end of the year without
chargeortrial.
&3 InJanuary, isFilipino nationals, including three
women and fivechildren, were reported to have been
arrested while participating ina Christian service at a
private homein Riyadh. All werereleased without
chargeafterseveralweeks' incommunicado detention
inMalaz prison.
&3 InAugust, Sheikh 'Ali bin ‘Ali al-Ghanim was
arrested at the border between Saudi Arabia and
Jordan upon his returnfrom a holiday in Syria. The
reasons for his arrest may have beenrelated to his
Shi‘areligious beliefs or political activities. Before his
arrest he wasreportedly summoned to the
headquarters of al-Mabahith al-' Amma(General
Investigations) and asked to write a detailed report
about himself, including the countries he had visited
and hisassociates. Heremained held in the al-
Mabahith al-'Amma prisonin Dammam at the end of
2000.
&3 DrSa'id bin Zua'ir, head of the Department of
Information at imam Mohamed bin Sa'ud Islamic
University, remained inprison throughout 2000. He had
beenarrested in early 1995 by members of al-Mabahith
al-Amma, and remained held without charge or trial in
al-Ha'ir prison, having reportedly refused to sign an
undertaking to cease political activities in exchangefor
his release.
©3 Hani al-Sayegh, who was forcibly returned to Saudi
Arabia from the USA in 1999 afterseekingasylum there,
remained held in virtual incommunicado detention in
connection with the bombing of a US military complex
atal-Khobar in 1996, anoffence punishable by death. At
the end of 2000 he was heldreportedlyin al-Ha'ir
prisonwithoutaccess to lawyers and with only limited
contact with his family. He remained at risk of torture
and of being sentenced to death after secret
proceedings.
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Release

Muhammed al-Faraj, a lecturer arrested in 1999
reportedly on account of a poem he had written, was
released in January.

Torture/ ill-treatment

Al received fewer allegations of torture than in
previous years, but the lack of judicial supervision of
arrestand detention continued to facilitatetortureand
ill-treatment. There wereno indications that
investigations had beencarriedout into reports of
tortureinpreviousyears, including reports of deaths in
custody as aresultof torture. Political prisoners,
including possible prisoners of conscience, held in
incommunicado detention remained at risk of torture.
Confessions obtained under torture or duress could
still be used as the soleevidenceforconviction
&3 GeorgeJoseph. an Indian national, was reportedly
arrested outside hishome inMayas he returned froma
Catholic service with a religious cassette tape. He was
heldin ncommunicado detention for several months
and reportedly beaten before being released without
charge and deported back to India

In August, prisoners in the city of al- Jawf were
reported to have protested over their conditions of
detention, including poorfood.Several people were
reported to have been injured during the incident. No
details were available to allow assessment of any
humanrightsviolations that may havetaken place.
Judicial corporal punishments
There were 34 reported cases of amputations during
2000, seven of which were cross amputations (of the
right hand and left foot). Flogging continued to be
frequently imposed for a wide range of offences.
3 In August, ‘Abdel Mo'ti ‘Abdel Rahman Mohammad,
an Egyptiannational. was reported to have had his left
eye surgically removed as punishment ordered by a
courtin Medina after he had been found guilty of
throwing acid inthe face of a compatriotand damaging
his lefteye
3 Twoteachers, arrested following demonstrations
inNajran, were reported to have been sentenced to
1,500 lashes each to be carried out in front of their
families, studentsand other teachers.

Death penalty
Inan increase over the previous year. at least 123
people wereexecuted, all after trials about whichvery
little was known. Among those executed were three
women. The majority of those executed —71—were
foreignnationals, fromIndia, Pakistan, Nigeria,
Philippines, Yemen, Sudan, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iraq,
Egypt,Bangladesh, Syria, Afghanistan, Indonesia and
Thailand. Some weresentenced to death for crimes
without lethal consequences such as highway robbery,
sodomy, drug smuggling and sorcery.
&3 The body of one of those executed in May,
Muhammad Mustafa Kamal ‘Abd al-Qadir jadi, an
Egyptian national, was reported to have been crucified
following his execution in Jizan oncharges of murder.
The number of people under sentence of death was
unknown as the government does not divulge such
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information, However, among thoseatrisk of the death
penalty was Sit Zainab binti Duhri Rupa, a 32-year-old
Indonesian domestic worker, detained on charges of
murdering her employer. She wasreportedto be
psychologically ill and to have “confessed" to the crime
during police interrogation

Al action

Five countryreportswere issued by Al during the year
as part of a campaign against human rights violations in
Saudi Arabia, under theslogan "End Secrecy. End
Suffering” Each reportdetailed different patterns of
humanrights violations together with
recommendations to the Saudi Arabian authorities
designed to redress such violations.

Lack of government cooperation

During 2000, Al welcomed the commitments to human
rights made by the government and requested further
details as to the time-frame and terms of reference of
the establishment of planned human rights bodies, but
receivedno further information.

Al continued to send communications to government
officials regarding issues or individual cases of concern,
all of which remained unanswered. Al sought
clarification of the reported killings in Najran, together
withassurances that those detained in connection with
the incidents would be protected against torture and
execution, but received no response. Al also repeatedly
requested permission to visit the country, but the
government continued to deny access.
Intergovernmental organizations
Al submitted updated information on Saudi Arabia for
review by the UN Commission on Human Rights under a
procedure established by UN Economic and Social
Council Resolutions 728F/1503 for confidential
consideration of communications about human rights
violations. In March, Al made an oral statement to the
Commission's séthsession, concentrating on unfair
trials, torture in custody, corporal punishment and
amputations.

Al countryreports

» Saudi Arabia: A secret state of suffering (Al Index:
MDE 23/001/2000)

* Saudi Arabia: A justice system without justice (Al
Index: MDE 23/002/2000)

 Saudi Arabia: Encouraging human rights debate (Al
Index: MDE 23/034,/2000)

« SaudiArabia: Execution of Nigerian men and women
(Al Index: MDE 23/049/2000)

* Saudi Arabia: Cross human rights abuses against
women (Al index MDE 23/057,/2000).
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REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL

Head of state: Abdoulaye Wade (replaced Abdou Diouf
n March)

Head of government: Moustapha Niasse

Capital: Dakar

Population: 9.4 million

Official language: french

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the involve-
mentof children in armed conflict; Optional Protocolto
the UN Women's Convention

Despite peace moves, there was continued tension in
the disputed region of C e between bers
ofthe government and the Mouvement des Forces
démocratiques de Casamance (MFDC), Democratic
Forces of Casamance Movement, an armed
opposition group claiming independence for
Casamance. The number of human rights violations
lessened in comparison with previous years,
although the securityforces in Casamance were
responsible for several cases of extrajudicial
executions, "disappearances” and torture. About 30
suspected MFDC sympathizers remained in prison
without trial at the end of 2000. Most appeared to
be prisoners of conscience who had been arrested
because they were bers of the Diola cc ity.
Members of the MFDC also continued to commit
human rights abuses against civilians. In July, a
Senegalese court dismissed charges of complicity in
acts of torture against former Chadian feader Hissein
Habré on the grounds that it could not prosecute
crimes committed in Chad.

Background
Attemptsto find a peaceful solution to the 18-year-old
conflict in the Casamance region continued throughout
2000. In February, peace talks which took place in
Banjul, Gambia, ledtothesetting up of a joint mission
composed of members of the government and the
MFDC to monitor a cease-fire agreement. In December
afirst formal meeting was held in Ziguinchor between
the Senegalese authorities and the leader of the MFDC.
Father Diamacoune Senghor. Among the issues on the
agenda were the future of army bases, the freeing of
prisoners, the return of displaced people and the
implementation of development projects in
Casamance. Nevertheless, tension remained high in the
conflict area throughout 2000, leading to border
problems with neighbouring Guinea-Bissau, from
where suspected members of the MFDC launched
attacks against Senegalese soldiers and civilians in
Casamance.

Presidential elections were held in March and for the
first time since independence in 1960, the candidate of
theruling Socialist Party, the incumbent PresidentAbdou
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Diouf, lost power. Abdoulaye Wade, head of a coalition of
opposition parties,becameheadof state.He
immediately announced a constitutional referendum to
allow himtodissolve the National Assembly, where the
Socialist Party had a majority, and to hold new legislauve
elections. This referendum was due to take place in
November but was postponeduntil early 2001

Detention without trial
About 30 suspected MFDCsympathizers remained in
prison without trial at theend of 2000 in Dakar and
Kolda. Most of these detainees appeared tobe
prisoners of conscience, arbitrar:ly arrested because
they were members of the Diola community. Most of
them were charged with "threatening state security”
butno evidence was everproducedas to their
individual responsibility for acts of violence.
InKolda, at leastfour nationals of Guinea-Bissau
remained in detention without trial at the end of 2000.
The reasons for their arrest remained unclear. There
was serious concern about the conditions in which
people were detained in Kolda as no human rights
organization — neither the Senegalese Rencontre
af ricaine pour la défense des drotts de 'homme
(RADDHO), African Conference for the Defence of
Human Rights, nor the Liga Guineense Dos Direitos
Humanos, Guinea-Bissau Human Rights League— was
allowed access to them, despite repeated requests.

Extrajudicial executions and ‘disappearances’
in Casamance

Thenumber of human rights violations lessened in
comparisonwithprevious years, notably after April
2000, when a new army commander was appointed in
Ziguinchor. However, the security forces in Casamance
wereresponsible forseveral cases of extrajudicial
executions, "disappearances” and torture.

&3 MomanyTendengwas reported to have been
extrajudicially executed in January by soldiers near a
military camp in Nyassia. Two other young people,
Daniel Sambou and Denis Sambou, were shot dead in
Marchby soldiers whoforced other civilians to bury
them.

3 Several people "disappeared” after being arrested
by the security forces, including Jean Dacougna, a 40-
year-old mentally ill man arrested in February in
Ziguinchor, and Ephene Diatta, arrested in Kabrousse
in March. Both remained unaccounted for at the end
of 2000.

Abuses by the MFDC

Despite the cease-fire agreement accepted by the
MFDC leader, some elements of the armed wing of the
MFDC continued to commit human rights abuses
against civilians. In February, armed groups shelled the
area of Niaguis, apparently to deter the population
from voting in the presidential election. Throughout
2000, civilians were attacked while they were in cars or
inthe fields and their belongings werestolen by alleged
membersof the MFDC. In April, for the first ime, Father
Diamacoune Senghor publicly condemned the armed
attacks launched by one of the military leaders of the
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armed wing MFDC, Salif Sadio, and protested against
the fact that these armedgroups refused toobey him
and torespect the cease-fire agreement.

Impunity: the Habré case

In February, HisseinHabre, former President of Chad,
who found refuge in Senegal in 1991, was indicted on
charges of complicity in acts of torture followinga
criminal complaint filed in January by Chadian victims
and a coalition of non-governmental organizations
Hissein Habré wasplaced underhousearrest while
investigations into the charges againsthim began. In july,
aSenegalese courtdismissed the charges on the grounds
that it could not prosecute crimes committed 1n Chad. Al
was disappointed by the courtruling that Senegal could
not exercise universal jursidiction over torture in Chad.
The coalition of non-governmental organizations
appealed against the decision to the Courtof Cassation,
whichhad not given its rulingby the end of 2000.

SIERRA LEONE

REPUBLICOFSIERRA LEONE

Head of state and government: Ahmad Tejan Kabbah
Capital: Freetown

Population: 48 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications: Optional Protocol to the UN
Children’s Convention on the nvolvement of children in
armed conflict; Optional Protocol tothe UN Women's
Convention; Rome Statute of the Internationai Criminal
Court

The 1999 peace agreement collapsed after rebel
forces captured UN peace-keeping troops in May.
Killings, mutilations, rape and abduction of civilians,
including women and children, byrebel forces
increased. Government forces were responsible for
extrajudicial executions, torture and ill-treatment.
Several hundred alleged government opponents
were held without charge or trial. Renewed insecurity
added to already large numbers of refugees and
internally displaced people. The international
community made efforts to resolve the crisis,
including bystrengthening the UN peace-keeping
operation and taking actionto halt the diamond
tradeused to procurearms.In a significant move to
end impunity, the UN Security Council resolved to
establish a Special CourtforSierra Leone.

Background information
Before its collapse in May, implementationof the july
1999 Lomé peace agreement between the government
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and the armed opposition Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) was limited: attacks on civilians by rebel forces
continued and thousands remained held captive;
disarmament and demobilization was slow; large areas
of the north and east, including diamond-producing
areas, remained under rebel control;andup toa
million people remained beyondreach of humanitarian
assistance.

With the capture by RUF forces of some 500 troops of
the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), hostilities
resumed. Government forces comprised the Sierra
LeoneArmy anda civilian militia, the Civil Defence
Forces (CDF). Rebel forcesincluded the RUF and
renegadesoldiers from both the Armed Forces
Revolutionary Council (AFRC)— in power from 1997 to
1998—and from the army. Some demobilized
combatants again took up arms. United Kingdom (UK)
troops weredeployed until mid- june to defend
Freetown and support UNAMSIL. Several hundred UK
troops remained to train the Sierra Leone Army. All
UNAMSIL captives had beenreleasedby july after
intervention by Liberian President Charles Taylor

Following his arrest in May, RUF leader Foday
Sankoh, who had been given a government position
following the peace agreement, wassucceededby Issa
Sesay. There was little contact, however, between him
and the authorities and it was unclear whether he
controlled all RUF forces. On 10 November the
government and the RUF agreed a 30-day cease-fire in
Abuja, Nigeria, under the auspices of the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS). Although
this agreement included deployment by UNAMSIL in
rebel-held areas, this had not begun by the end of
the year

From September hostilities between armed groups
along Sierra Leone's borders with Liberia and Guinea
resulted in further population displacement.
Indiscriminate shelling by Guinean security forces of
villages close to theborderin Kambia Districtresulted
in civilian casualties. Responding tofearsof conflict
spreading throughout the region, ECOWAS planned to
deploy an observer mission along the borders

Abuses by rebel forces

In early 2000 human rights abuses against civilians—
abduction, rape, looting and destruction of villages—
by rebel forces occurredalmostdaily in Northern
Province, particularly Port Loko District. From May
deliberate and arbitrary killings, mutilation, rape,
abduction and forcedlabour and recruitment
increased. Aid workers wereattacked and forced to
withdraw fromrebel-held areas.

Althoughabuses inand around Makeni and Magburaka,
Northern Province,decreasedfromSeptember, refugees
forced to return from Guinea were attacked and
pressured to join RUF forces in Kambia District.

Agroup of renegade soldiers known as the West Side
Boys terrorized civilians through killings, rape, torture,
abduction and ambushes along major roads in the
OccraHillsarea east of Freetown until September,
when their leader was captured and many surrendered
or were arrested.
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Deliberate and arbitrary killings

Largenumbers of civilians were killed by rebel forces
from May, particularly in areas around Port Loko,
Lunsar, Makeni and Magburaka.

©3 On 8 May RUF members killed about 20 people and
injured dozens of others when they fired on some
30,000 people protesting outside Foday Sankoh's
residence in Freetown against RUF attacks on
UNAMSIL

3 Amanwaskilledand decapitated in June after he
tried to prevent the abduction of his 15-year-old
daughter as his family fled from Makeni.

&3 Aman from the village of Magbile recounted how
hissons,aged 1, 21, 23and 25, wereshotandkilled in
June when they refused tojoinrebel forces.

3 In early September rebel forces attacked Guinean
villages close to theSierra Leone border, killing Sierra
Leonean refugees.

Al utilations and rape
Many civilians had limbs deliberately amputated;

others had the letters RUF carved into their flesh.
Abduction of girls and women, rape and sexual slavery
were systematic and widespread. Most victims had
contracted sexually transmitted diseases and many
became pregnant. Often, abducted women and girls,
without adequate support, wereunable toleave the
combatants who had forced them into abusive
relationships when they disarmed and demobilized.
&3 During arebelattack on Lunsar in late May several
people suffered amputations, some of both hands.

&3 Civilians near Mongeri who escaped from six
months’ captivity in October had been used as forced
labour and repeatedly beaten and threatened with
death;womenhad been repeatedly raped.

&3 A woman with a five-month-old baby was stripped
and raped by several combatants when rebel forces
attacked Masiaka in May; she was then abducted and
subjected tofurtherrape.

&3 A19-year-old woman fromMagburakareported the
rapeand killing of her sister during an attack in May;
herhusbandwas also killed.

&3 Nine womenand girls abducted by West Side Boys
n August were taken to the village of Makupr where
they were beaten, raped and threatened with death.
Hostage-taking

On 25 August, aSierraLeone Army officerand n UX
military personnel were taken hostage by West Side
Boys in theOccraHills. Five werereleased afterfive
daysand the restwere rescued on 10 September in an
operation inwhich one UK soldierand at least 26 West
Side Boys were killed.

Human rights violations by government forces
Members of the CDF and the Sierra Leone Army were
responsible for summary executions, arbitrary
detention and torture of captured or suspected rebels
and recruitment and use of child combatants. The
CDF, operating in Eastern and Southern Provinces,
became increasingly undisciplined and usurped
police authority. Civilians were also arbitrarily
detained at CDF headguarters, including in Bo,
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Koribundu and Kenema. llI-treatment and extortion
of money and property at checkpoints were common
andseveral incidents of rape, previously rare, were
reported.

3 In May, five unarmed RUF combatants travelling
with civilians were intercepted at a CDF checkpoint at
Baiima, north of Bo; one was summarily executed and
theothersdetained.

Adetainee captured by the CDF in May and held in
Bolostanearandsuffered cuts to his back after being
beatenwith abayonet; others reported beingstripped
andbeaten with sticks until they bled

3 InSeptember, twomen werekilled and a third
injured when they resisted recruitment by the CDF

In September the CDF attacked police
headquarters in Kenema, and detained and beata
senior police officer.

3 Makingno attempt to involve the police or
investigate, in September the CDF stripped two young
boys accused of stealing money and beat them in public
inavillage near Mile g1.

3 InOctober JiaKangbai, ajournalist with the
Standard Times newspaper, was detained in Freetown
for two days by the CDF, and kicked, beaten and pistol-
whipped, after publication of an article considered
critical of the CDF.

Civilian casualties from aerial attacks

In May and June, attacks by government forces from a
helicopter gunship on suspected rebel positions in
Northern Province resulted in up to 30 civilian deaths
and many other casualties. Attacks often appeared to
be indiscriminate and undertaken without adequate
measuresto safeguard civilians. Although warning
leaflets were dropped in Makeni and Magburaka,
attacks followed shortly afterwards. Civilians fleeing
Makeni, however, said that they were forced out of
their homesby rebel forces as the gunship flew
overhead. At least 14 civilians were killed in Makeni and
at least six were killed in an early afternoon attack on
the market in Magburaka.

Child combatants

Theresumptionof hostilities in May halted
demobilization of child combatants, leaving several
thousand still tobe released by rebel forces, and
resultedinfurther recruitment.

RUF forces continued to abduct and forcibly recruit
children in Northern Province. Recruitment of
children by the CDF also continued in Southern
Province, despite assurances to the contrary given to
Al representatives in May by the Deputy Minister of
Defence, who is also National Coordinator of the CDF.
In May about 25 per cent of combatants fighting with
government forces near Masiaka were observed to be
under 18, some as young as seven. The government
reiterated that 1B was the minimum age for
recruitment and instructed the acting Chief of
Defence Staff to ensure demobilization of all those
under the ageof 1B.

International and national organizations worked
towards ending the use of child soldiers and assisting in
their rehabilitation.
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Refugees and internal displacement

From May renewed fightingand bombingcaused
hundreds of thousands of people toflee: abouts,000to
Guinea and 300,000 tootherpartsof Sierra Leone,
bringing the number of internally displaced people to
some 500,000. FromSeptember, when violence
eruptedalong the Guinean border, 22,000 refugees in
Guineareturned to Sierra Leone toescape arrestand
harassment by the local population, incited by the
Guinean authorities,

Thosedisplacedremained at risk of humanrights
abuses. AroundPortLoko, people venturing from
camps to gather food and water were frequently
abducted, raped and used for forced labour by rebel
forces. Others fleeing areas behind rebel lines were
accused by the CDF of being rebels or rebel
sympathizers, and were beaten or killed.

Political detention

Several hundred members of the RUF or other
perceivedopponents werearrested in May, including
FodaySankoh. Some, fearingreprisalsby the CDF, gave
themselves up. They were held under emergency
legislation introduced in 1998, and repeatedly renewed
by parliament, which allowed indefinite detention
withoutchargeor trial. In June the government
published the names of 121 detainees held under
emergency powers in Freetown's Central Prison. The
legal basis for the detention of others remained
unclear. DuringAugust at least 200 detainees were
released in Freetownand Kenema. Almost300
detainees, includingmore than 1o children, however,
remained held at the end of the year. Detainees were
denied visits from their families and the UNAMSIL
humanrights section was not granted access to
detainees inFreetown until September

&3 Abdul Kouyateh, publisher of Wisdom
Publications, was arrested in Freetown in May after
publication of an article about the alleged use of
mercenariesbythegovernmentandwasheld without
charge until October.

Intergovernmental organizations
Thecrisis precipitated in May forced the international
community, inparticular the UN, the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) and ECOWAS, to reassess the
viability of the peace agreement and the performance
of UNAMSIL, the largest UN peace-keeping operation.

Although the UN Secretary-General recommended
anincrease in UNAMSIL troops torespond to
continuing instability, meeting the existing
complement of 13,000 agreed by the UN Security
Council in May was hindered by withdrawal of Indian
and Jordamanforceslaterin theyearand reluctance by
many countries to contribute troops

The UNAMSILforce had a mandate to protect
civilians under imminent threat of physical violence,
within its capabilities and areas of deployment. Al
calledforall civilians to be protected at all times,
including by deployment of UNAMSILtroopsinareas
where civilians were at greatestrisk. It appeared,
however, that on several occasions, for example in
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Kabala in June and along major roads, they failed to
protect civilians from attack.

The UNAMSIL human rights section continued to
report abuses and promote protection of human rights,
including by providing human rights training for police
and prisonofficersand UNAMSILtroops. With the
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights,
1t contrtbuted towards establishinga Truth and
Reconciliation Commission and a National Human
Rights Commission, both provided by the peace
agreement

In October a UN Security Council delegation visited
SierraLeone and recommended that, while maintaining
military pressure, priority be givento dialogue with RUF
leaders. It also recommended development of a
comprehensive and coordinated strategy for Sierra
Leone. The UN Secretary-General visited Sierra Leone in
early December to assess the peace-keepingoperation

Impunity

The peace agreement had provided a general amnesty
for all acts undertaken in pursuit of the conflict but its
collapse forced reconsiderationof this provision. In
June the government requested UN assistance to
establish a special courttotryleadingRUF members

Al and other human rights organizations insisted that
trials focus on those most responsible for grave human
rights abuses, whether members of the RUF, AFRC,
Sierra Leone Army or CDF, and regardless of current
political position or affiliation.

In August the UN Security Council decidedto
establish a Special CourtforSierraleone to prosecute
those most responsible for crimes against humanity,
war crimes and other serious violations of
international humanitarian law. Commenting on the
Special Court's draft Statute in November, Al called for
the Court to have jurisdiction over crimes committed
since the conflictbeganin 199t rather than, as
proposed, from November 1996; forany recruitment of
children under the age of 15years, whether forced or
voluntary, to be defined as a crime; and for adequate
and sustained funding for the Court.

Since the Court would only try a limited number of
cases, Al stressed that its establishment must provide
long-term benefits to the national judicial system,
which had to be rebuilt and strengthened in order
eventually to assume responsibility for trying
perpetrators of human rights abuses.

Military assistance to rebel forces
The governments of Liberia and Burkina Faso were
consistently cited as violating a UN arms embargo on
rebel forces. They were accused of transferring arms
and ammunition through their territories and trading
diamonds fromrebel-held areas. The Liberian
government came under growing diplomatic pressure
to end its support for the RUF

International attention focused increasingly on
“conflictdtamonds”. In July the UN Security Council
imposedan 18-month prohibition on direct or indirect
importofroughdiamonds fromSierra Leone, other
than those certified by the government. The
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international diamond industry introduced measures
towards regulating trade.

A UN Panel of Experts was established in August to
investigate the link between the diamond trade and the
conflictin SierraLeone, including the implication of the
governments of Liberia and BurkinaFaso. It published a
reportinDecember which unequivocally established
the involvement of both governments by means of
international networks of arms and diamond brokers,
dealers and transporters based in many countries. It
made recommendations f or effective implementation
of the bans on illicit diamond trading and arms
transfers.

Al public statements, selected country reports

and visits

Reports and statements

« Sierra Leone: United Nations Secunty Council must
ensure the protection of civilians (Al Index: AFR
51/015/2000)

« Sierra Leone: Rape and other forms of sexual violence
against girls and women (Al Index: AFR
51/035/2000)

« Sierra Leone: Amnesty International calls for fast and
effective action on diamonds (Al Index: AFR
51/054/2000)

« Sierra Leone: Ending impunity — an opportunity notto
be missed (Al Index: AFR 51 7060 /2000)

« Sierra Leone: Childhood —a casualty of conflict (Al
Index: AFR 51/069/2000)

« Sierra Leone: Recommendations on the draft Statute of
the Special Court (Al index: AFR 51 /083/2000)

« Sierra Leone: UN investigation exposes continuing
trade in arms and diamonds(Al Index: AFR
51/086/2000)

Visits

Al delegatesvisited Sierra Leone in March, May, June and

July. They met President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah and

members ofthe government, RUF leader Foday Sankoh

and UN officials, as well as members of non-
governmental organizations and victims of human rights
abuses. Research was undertaken in Freetown and

Northern and Eastern Provinces.
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SINGAPORE

REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

Head of state: SR. Nathan

Head of government: Goh ChokTong

Capital: Singapore City

Population: 3.1 million

Official languages: Chinese, Malay, Tamil, English
Deathpenalty:retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children'sCorivention on the involve-
mentofchildren in armed conflict

Freedom of expression continued to be curbed by an
array of restrictive legislation and by the effects of
civil defamation suits against political opponents. At
least 29 Jehovah's Witnesses were imprisoned during
theyear. Deathsentencescontinued to beimposed
and 21 people were executed. Criminal offenders,
including juveniles, were sentenced to caning.

Background

The ruling People’s Action Party (PAP), inpowersince
1959, continued to dominate the political scene, with 8o
out of 83 electedseatsin parliament. In May parliament
passed the Political Donations Act, which sets tight
limitson anonymous donations to political parties and
prohibits civil society organizations from receiving
foreign funding. Opposition leaders criticized the new
legislation, saying 1t would make it more difficult for
Singapore’s small opposition parties to raise funds.
They alsoexpressedfears that the activities of non-
governmental organizations would be adversely affected

Restrictions on freedom of expression and
assembly
Although no new civil defamation suits were filed by
government leaders, this practice continuedto be
misused to curb the right to freedom of expression and
the right of political opponents to participate freely in
publiclife. An array of restrictive legislation also
remainedin place, underminingthe rightsto freedom
of expressionand assembly

In May police refused to 1ssue apermit fora public
forumon homosexuality, claiming it would be contrary
to the public interest. Under Singapore’s Penal Code,
homosexual acts between consenting adults may incur
lengthy prison terms. [n recent years the authorities
have also denied a gay and lesbian support group
permission toregister under the Societies Act

In September, as part of an apparent attempt to
encourage public debate onissues of national concern,
the authorities allowed the creation of a new open-air
forum, known as the "Speakers’ Corner”. Opposition
leaders voiced their scepticism about the "Speakers’
Corner”, reiteratingconcerns that there could be no
true freedom of speech without reform of restrictive
laws such as the Internal Security Act, which allows for
indefinite detention without trial. In December, police
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refused to issue a permit to the organizers of a
marathon run to commemorate international human
rights day

Civil defamation suits

J.B.Jeyaretnam, the 74-year-old leader of the
opposition Workers' Party, continued to face
bankruptcy and the loss of his parliamentary seat. One
set of proceedings stemmed from a defamation
payment awardedagainsthim, as the editor of the
Workers' Party newsletter, for allegedly defaming a PAP
parliamentarian and nine other members of the ethnic
Tamil community in an article written by a colleague in
1995. [n October, eightof the plaintiffs lodged a
bankruptcy petition against J.B. Jeyaretnam, but later
agreed toacceptpaymentof the defamationaward in
instalments.

In December, in aseparatecase, acourtawarded
over 66,000 Singapore dollars (approximately
US438,000) to J.B. Jeyaretnamafter ruling in his favour
against a lawyer who had failed to pay costs previously
awarded against him. Immediately following this, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs and four others, including
threePAPparliamentarians, applied to thecourts to
seize the 66,000 Singapore dollars awarded to ].B.
Jeyaretnam on the grounds thata 1996 defamation
award against the Central Council of the Workers'Party
had notbeen paidin full. There wereconcernsthat the
nming of this application appeared designed to prevent
).B. Jeyaretnam from paying further instalments of
damagesin the Workers' Party newsletter case, thereby
bankrupting him

Conscientious objectors

At least 29 conscientious objectors to military service
were imprisoned during the year. All were members of
the banned Jehovah’s Witnesses religious group There
was no alternative civilian service for conscientious
objectors to military service

Death penalty

The death penalty was mandatory for drug trafficking,
murder, treason and certainfirearmsoffences. At least
fivedeath sentences were reportedly passed during the
year and 21 people were executed by hanging, 17 of
whom had beenconvicted of drugtrafficking. Inreply
toaparliamentary question, the Minister of Home
Affairs revealed that 340 people were executed
between 199t and 2000, giving Singapore possibly one
of the highest execution rates in the world, relative to
its population. Thiswas thefirsttime special
government statistics relating to the use of the death
penalty had been made available.

Cruel judicial punishment

Caning, which constitutes cruel, inhuman or degrading
punishment, remained mandatory for some 30 crimes,
including attempted murder, rape, armed robbery, drug
trafficking, illegal immigration offences and vandalism.
Drug addicts alsofaceda mandatory caning sentence
and imprisonment:f they had been admitted more than
twice to a drug rehabilitation centre.
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SLOVAKIA

SLOVAK REPUBLIC

Head of state: Rudolf Schuster

Head of government: Mikula3 Dzunnda
Capital: Bratislava

Population: 5.4 million

Official language: Slovak

Death penalty:abolitionistforali crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention

There were reports of ill treatmentof Roma by police
officers, and of the authorities failing to protect
Roma from violence by skinhead gangs.
Conscientious objectors to military service faced
imprisonment.

Violence against Roma

Roma continued toface poverty, social discrimination
andracistviolence. Forexample, in Marchresidents of
Hlohovec town collected signatures to oppose plans by
municipal authorities to move Romainto a house in a
predominantly non-Romani neighbourhood. In August
Vitazoslav Mori¢, amember of the National Council
(parliament), stated 1n a radio broadcast that
reservations for Roma should beestablished. In
September the National Council stripped Vitazoslav
Méri¢ of his immunity from prosecution, allowing him
tobe charged with incitement toracial hatred, butno
charges had been broughtbytheend of 2000

3 In August, three men broke into a home in Zilina
and beat Anastazia Balazova and herdaughters with
baseball bats. Anastazia Balazova, mother of eight, died
three days later. Twoof her children were treated for
injuries. Prime Minister Dzurinda promised to ensure
"that this criminal act is investigated as soon as
possible” In October the police charged four suspects
with crimes including racially motivated infliction of
bodily harm, resulting in death.

&3 InApril agroupof around i5 skinheadsattacked
three Roma in Poprad, hitting one on the head with an
ironbar Two police officers who arrived at thescene
physically assaulted Romani witnesses of the skinhead
attack. After another police patrol arrived, Emil Mirga
and his sons Robert, Maro$ and Milan were taken into
custody forallegedly assaulting the police. All four
werereportedly beatenn the police station. Another
man, Lubomir $ari3sky, had been shot and killed in the
same police station in August 1999. The police officer
responsible for that shooting was sentenced in October
toasuspended one-year prison sentence.

Violent police raids

Therewere furtherreports of violent police raids on
entire Romani communities, ostensibly inorder to
arrestcriminal suspects.

&3 In September, in the Romani neighbourhood of
Plavecky Stvrtok, masked police officers broke into
houses and reportedly beat and kicked women,
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children and men. The police were allegedly looking for
three Romani men. NadeZda Huberova was awoken by
seven masked officers who kicked open the door of her
house. Her 10-year-old daughter reportedly suffered an
epileptic fit when they pushed her out of her bed.

International organizations

fn August, the UN Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination expressed concern at the
"persistence of acts of violence by groups, particularly
skinheads, directed towards Roma and other ethnic
minorities”. The Committee recommended that
Slovakia should strengthen procedures for timely and
thorough investigations and effective prosecutions
againstracistorganizations.

In June the Council of Europe’s European
Commission against Racism and Intolerance published
areportdetailing problems facing the Romani
community in Slovakia. Thereporthighlighted racial
violence and harassment and the apparent lack of
policeresponseto such incidents.

Conscientious objection

InJuly an amended Law on Civilian Service came into
force which obliges the military authorities to inform
recruits about their right to apply for alternative
service. Al expressed concern about the time limits that
wereretained in the amended law, which effectively
disqualify people who develop a conscientious
objection to military service after being conscripted.

Al country report

« Slovakia: Conscientious objector Milan Kobolka —a
possible prisorier of conscience (Al Index: EUR
71/001/2000)
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SLOVENIA

REPUBLICOFSLOVENIA

Head of state: Milan Ku¢an

Head ofgovernment:Andre} Bajuk

Capital: Ljubljana

Population: 1.99 miliion

Official language: Slovenian

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children’s Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict

There were reports of ill-treatment and excessive use
of force by police officers. Conditions in reception
centres for refugees and asylum-seekers were
inadequate and in at least one case reportedly
amounted todegrading treatment.

[nMay the UN Committeeagainst Torture reviewed
Slovenia's initial report on its implementation of the
Convention against Torture. [n its Conclusions and
Recommendations, the Committee expressed concern
that the present Slovenian Criminal Code, adopted in
1994, does not include torture as a criminal offence.
Slovenia's report argued that crimes within the
Convention's definition of torture — specifically the
infliction of aggravated and serious bodily harm and the
abuse of power by state officials — were incorporated in
the Criminal Code. However, the Committeestated that
the Convention definition of torture was more
comprehensive than merely inflicting bodily harm and
that failure toinclude torture as defined by the
Convention in criminal lawledtopeopleguilty of torture
not being appropriately punished, The Committee was
also concerned about allegationsof police ill-treatment
and use of excessive force against people in custody, in
particular members of the Romani community. In
addition, Slovenian legislation on thetreatmentof aliens
allowed, under certaincircumstances, for the expulsion
of people to countries wherethey could be at risk of
torture, which constitutes a breach of the Convention.

InNovember the European Court of Human Rights
found that Slovenia had breachedseveral provisions of
the European Convention on Human Rights in the case
of ErnstRehbock, a German national who hadbeenill-
treatedby Slovenian police in September 1995. The
Court concluded that the arresting officers had used
unwarranted force, as a result of which Ernst Rehbock
had his jaw broken and sustained further injuries. In
addition, hisright to have the legality of hisdetention
reviewed promptly hadbeenviolated asittook local
courtsseveral months to decide on his complaint
against his detention.

Reports of ill-treatment by police officers increased
from late 1999 onwards. Police officers resorted to
excessive force in several instancesagainstyoung
peopleand children.
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3 Duringthenightof 21 to22April, 16-year-old Goran
Razgorsek wasreportedly beaten by police in the town
ofSloven) Gradec. Goran Razgorsek lefta local
discotheque around midnight with some friends and
thenfound that his motor cycle had a flat tyre. While he
was calling his parents on his mobile phone, two
passing police officers accused him and hus friends of
making a noise and of having damageda trafficsign
They thenordered Goran Razgorsek to come with them
to the police station. One officer reportedly grabbed his
arm, twistedit behund his back, punched him in the
chestand threw him on the ground. While he was lying
on the ground, Goran Razgoriek was reportedly kicked
in the back and stomach by both police officers, one of
whomalsokicked him on the head. He was taken to the
police station in Slovenj Gradec, along with three
friends who were released after questioning. Goran
Razgorsek wasrefused permission to call his parents or
alawyerand, after being questioned, waslockedin a
cell. Afteran hour in the cell he becamedizzy and
vomited some blood. His parents were finally informed
about his whereabouts and came to pick him up around
2am, Anexamination by the Sloven) Gradec hospital
revealedbruising to his chestandback, a tear in his left
ear lobe, bruisingand swelling on his cheekbone, and a
bump on his temple. Goran Razgorsek's parentsfileda
complaint with the Ministry for Interior Affairsin
Lyubljana which wasreferred back tothe Sloven;j
Gradec police station, which replied that since the
complaint had not been sent to them within the legally
requiredperiod it could not be takeninto
consideration. However, the complaint was forwarded
to the district public prosecutor.

215



SOL

SOLOMON
ISLANDS

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Head of state: Queen Elizabeth |1, represented by John
Ini Lapli

Head of government: Manasseh Sogavare (replaced
Bartholomew Ulufa'alu in June)

Capital: Honiara

Population: 0.4 million

Officiallanguages: Solomon islands Pidgin, English
Death penalty: abolitionistfor all cnmes

The conflict between rival armed political groups —
the Malaita Eagle Force (MEF) and the Isatabu
Freedom Movement (IFM) — continued on the
country’s main island, Guadalcanal. 8oth sides
committed human rights abuses against the civilian
population. Scores ofcivilians, including women,
children and other noncombatants, were abducted,
ill-treated, raped and killed; these abuses were
attributed to the MEF, the IFM or splintergroups.
Thousands of villagers wereinternally displaced and
deprived of medical assistance and relief supplies
during an MEF blockade. The blockade was lifted
following the signing of a peace accord in October.

Armed conflict and coup
The MEF emerged as the main armed political group
representing the interests of settlers on Guadalcanal
1sland. Thesettlers, from Malaitaprovince, had been
displacedin 1999 following attacks by the [FM. The MEF
declared 1twas using military force to put pressure on
the government to provide compensation for loss of life
and property in Malaita during previous attacks by
thelFM

In June Malaitan paramilitary police officersleda
coup and joined forces with the MEF They raided the
marn policearmoury, took Prime Minister Bartholomew
Ulufa'alu hostage and forced him to resign. Opposition
leader Manasseh Sogavare was elected as the new
Prime Minister after the MEF leaderthreatened "all out
war" unless parliamentelected anew Prime Minister

Following the coup, acts of intimidation and reprisals
against civilians by both groups escalated. The MEF
used captured police weapons to launch a series of
majorassaults against IFM positions; hundreds of
homes in rural areas were destroyed. Perpetrators of
human rights abuses continued toenjoy impunity anda
climate of lawlessness prevailed on Guadalcanal and
Malaita

Peace talks

South Pacific government ministersand UN
disarmament experts visited the country, but their
reports werenot made public. Aseries of peace talks
and a cease-fire signed in August failed to halt
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hostilities, but growing pressure from civil society and
businessgroups led to apeaceagreement, signed on 15
October in Townsville, Australia, by members of the
MEF, the IFMandthegovernment. National and
international efforts were made to implement the
agreement's priority provisions, including thearrival of
unarmed peace monitors from countries in theregion
The peace agreement providedfor,among other
measures, the rehabilitation of members of armed
groups, a general amnesty for all parties to the conflict,
reform of the police and the reintegrationinto the
police force of officers who had joined the MEF or IFM.
The agreementmade no provisionforan investigation
into human rightsviolations and abuses.

Killings

Dozens of civillansand other non-combatants were
killed; the deaths were attributed to the MEF, the IFM or
splinter groups. Both parties to the conflict failed to
respect the principles of international humanitarian
law, whichregulate the conduct of armed conflict and
protectcivilians. Following the coup, MEF fighters
indiscriminately shelled villages east of Honiara froma
police patrol boat. Displaced civitians in the Marau
Sound werereportedly targeted by both the MEF and
thelFM

3 InMaytheMEF was linked tothemurder ofa
Guadalcaneseman whose headless body was leftin
Honiara central market, witha note linking the murder
to ongoing peace talks. His death triggered the
apparently revenge killing of a Malaitan man two days
later. His severed head was reportedly displayed at an
IFM roadblock.

i In July gunmen suspected of belonging to the MEF
shotdeadtwo wounded IFM members as they lay in
their beds in a surgical ward in thecapital’s Central
Hospital. Days later gunmen in MEF and paramilitary
police uniformsattacked a rural medical centre on
Guadalcanal and opened fire on staff and patients as
they tried to flee, killing an old man and a teenage boy.

Both the MEF and the IFM repone!ly tortured or ill-

treated suspected members of armed political groups.
Some captives were believed to have died as a result of
torture, or to have been subsequently killed. Malaitans
abducted by the [FMwerereportedly beatenatan IFM
camp where torture was reported to have been routine
Suspected Guadalcanesemilitants and civilians were
reportedly tortured or ill-treated in MEF camps on the
outskirts of Honiara and in the former Guadalcanal
provincial government offices, temporarily the MEF
"headquarters”.

&3 In April the MEF reportedly abducted a
Guadalcanese man who was later seen at an MEF camp,
suspended by wire tied to his hands and ankles,
bleeding and bearing the marks of severebeatings. His
body was found several days after his abductionina
suburb of Honiara

In June two Malaitan men were captured by the
IFM and then tortured by an IFM splinter group
notorious for its use of violence. They were reported to
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havebeen paradedthrough villages with visible injuries
before beingkilled and buried. In whatappearedto be a
reprisal attack, two Guadalcanese men — John Bosco,
an 18-year-old student in a Catholic college who had
been evacuated to the capital to escape the fighting,
and Walter Tavai — were abducted by MEF members in
early July. John Bosco was reportedly beaten atan MEF
camp beforebeingkilled and secretly buried According
to eyewitnesses, WalterTavai was beaten unconscious
and subsequently died of his injuries.

Other concerns

Hostage-taking

Allan Kemakeza, the brother of the Deputy Prime
Minister, was held hostage by the IFM (Western
Command) for 10 days in August. An IFM splinter group

SOM

SOMALIA

SOMALIA

Head of state: Abdigasim Salad Hassan; Head of
Somaliland Republic: Mohamed Ibrahim Egal; Head of
Puntland Regional State: Abdultahi Yusuf Ahmed
Head oftransitional government: Ali Khalif Gelayadh
Capital: Mogadishu

Population: 6.9 million

Official language: Somali

Deathpenalty: retentionist

After having no central government since 1991, the

hijacked a Solomon Airlines aircraft in September and

collapsed state of Somalia gained a transitional

held the pilot hostage for two and a half weeks.

Peace activists and journalists

Academics and other members of civil society who tried
toengage in public debate aboutpeace talkswere
threatened and attacked.

&3 The family of Matthew Wale, a peace activist. was
robbed and his relatives were beaten by gunmen linked
tothe MEF.

3 Severallocal journalists and their families were
threatened by the MEF for their reports on the conflict

Displaced people

Between 7,000 and 10,000 people fled their homes in
rural Guadalcanal during the year, following threats,
abductions, looting and burning of their property by
armed political groups. Humanitarian aid for those
displaced by the conflict was intermittent. MEF
blockades prevented essential supplies reaching
Guadalcanese islanders. MEF and IFM members were
reported to have beaten, threatened and harassed
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) staff,
medical professionals and clerical and lay workers
trying to carry out humanitarian work or perform their
religious dutiesamongdisplaced people. The leader of
theICRC delegation sustained head injurieswhenhe
was attacked by an ethnic Malaitan gunman.

Al country report

« Solomon Islands: A forgotten conflict (Al Index: ASA
43/005/2000)
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government in July, which started towork for control
ofthe south of the country. Outbreaks of fighting in
the southbetween armed clan-based militias linked
to political factions were frequent throughout 2000.
There was no central judicial or police system,
leaving Islamic courts, which did not follow
international standards of fair trial, as the only
courts in the south. They condemned several
prisoners to death and theirmilitiasexecuted them.
Scores of civilians were killed in inter<lan fighting.
Human rights abuses also included kidnappings
(often forransom) of civilians and humanitarian
agency staff. Prisoners of conscience wereheld in
Somaliland and Puntland forattending or
supportinga Somali peace conference in Djibouti,
and their trials failed to meet international fair trial
standards.

Background

Peace conference and formation of transitional
central government

Somalia has had no central government since the state
collapsed in 1991. Twelve previous peace conferencesin
the pastdecade hadfailedtoresolve the conflict.

In 2000, amajornew peace and reconciliation
conference was held in Arta, Djibouti, supported by the
UN and other donors and intergovernmental
organizations including the European Unionand Arab
League. Theconference metbetween May and August
with over 2,000 delegates from Somalia and the
worldwide Somali diaspora. Delegates included clan
elders, leaders of most of the armed and unarmed
political factions, and representatives of civil society
including human rights groups, women and minorities
Notable absenteesopposingthe conferencewere the
self-proclaimed governments of Somaliland and
Puntland and four "war-lords” heading armed factions
in Mogadishu.

in July the conferenceagreed on the formation of a
transitional national assembly. which in August elected
Abdiqasim Salad Hassan, an exile and former Somalia
government Minister of the Interior, as President for
three years. The assembly comprised 245 members, 44
from each of the four major clans, with 25 seats for
women and 24 for the minonties, leaving 20 members to
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beappointed later bythe President of Djibouti. In
October President Abdigasim Salad Hassan appointed a
Prime Minister, who formed an interim government
based in Mogadishu. It faced opposition from the
governments of Somaliland and Puntland, Hussein
Mohamed Aideed's Somali National Alliance faction,
and other factions which controlled parts of Mogadishu
and the south. There were promises of substantially
increased international aid and support. The new
President made acommitment toprotecthuman rights.
He began toforma new national army and police force,
to demobilize faction militias, and to seek international
recognition as well as support among Somalis for the
peace process and for the transitional government
Somaliland and Puntland
The Somaliland Republic in the northwest continued to
seek international recognition. In February its
parliament declared that attendance at the peace
conference or participation in any resulting
transitional government constituted treason.
Somaliland continued to consolidate its institutions of
government and economic reconstruction, although
adherence by courtsto international fair trial
standards was weak. In early 2000 the Somaliland
authorities arrested some Ethiopianand Eritrean
refugees, deporting some and raising fears of forcible
return of peopleat risk of humanrightsviolations.
ThePuntlandRegionalState accepted thatit could be
part of a federal unitary Somali state in the future, but
its government boycotted the peace conference,
repressing any local support for it. A constitution was
drafted for a proposed Puntland constitutional
conferencein 2001

Civilian victims of armed conflict
Throughout 2000 there were periodic outbreaks of
fightingbetweenclan or faction militias in the south,
involving killings of civilians as well as combatants.
Weaponswere easily available. The greatestareas of
tension — the UN-designated "zones of conflict” — were
in the Kismayu area, in Mogadishu where different
clan-based factions controlled territory, in the Bay and
Bakol region and Lower Shebelle where the Rahanwein
Resistance Army had Ethiopian army support against
Hussein Mohamed Aideed's forces, and in Gedoregion
bordering Ethiopia which was contested between
Ethiopian troops, Islamist militias and local clan forces.
There were killings and reprisal killings of clan
opponents, expulsions of members of otherclans,
casesof kidnapping as well as acknowledged detention,
andtortureor ill-treatment of prisoners. Women and
the minorities were particularly vulnerable to abuses
including rape, killing and theft of land and property.
The minorities at risk, who had suffered most from
militia attacks in the civil wars and social
discrimination, included urban coastal peoples
(Benadiri or Rer Hamar), Bantu agriculturalists
frequently subjected to forced labour, artisan groups
(Midgan, Tumal, Yibir) and fishing people (Bajuni).
In June, six unarmed Bantu people were killed by
clan gunmen in a land dispute near Jowhar in central
Somalia
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Attacks on humanitarian personnel

In February the Somalia Aid Coordination Body
complained of increasingattacks on aid staff, premises
and relief convoys, and theft of humanitarian supplies.
The UN Security Council in June condemnedattacks on
civilians and humanitarian personnel. In july, two
international staff of Action against Hunger were
abducted in Mogadishu and held by faction-related
gunmen for almost two months.

Freedom of expression

Freedom of expression was very limited, with little
tolerance by government authorities or armed factions
for criticism by individuals or the media. Political
entities in the south included political factions, mostly
witharmed militias, and unarmedgroups including
community-based organizations. Human rights groups
such as the Dr Ismail Center for Human Rights, and
community groups such as members of the Peace and
Human Rights Network in Mogadishu, pressed the
factions to observe human rights.

Therewere no political parties allowed in Somaliland
or Puntland. In Somaliland there wereseveral cases of
peopleimprisoned as prisoners of conscience during
2000 onaccountof their peaceful opinions or beliefs,
including Abdigadir Awil Nur, detained inmid-2000 for
converting to Christianity. In June the Somaliland
parliament passed a law allowing the formation of
three political parties to contest elections planned
for 2001
Peace conference supporters
In several areas there were clashes between supporters
and opponents of the Djibouti peace conference. There
wereviolent confrontations in Mogadishu. In
Somaliland and Puntland the authorities arrested
people returning from the conference. InJuly the UN
Independent Expert on Human Rights in Somalia
appealed to the Somaliland and Puntland authorities to
stopharassing peace conference supporters. Tensions
and threats of violence persisted after the inauguration
of the new government. In late 2000 a former army
general supervising demobilization of militiasand a
member of the transitional assembly wereassassinated
in Mogadishu.

3 InSomaliland, policearrested AbdirahmanOsman
AlininMarchinHargeisafor attending the peace
conference preparatory meeting. He was released by a
courtafter three months.

&3 Garad Abshir Salad, a member of the transitional
assembly and also of the Puntland parliament, was
arrestedin September inBerberawhile in transit from
Puntland. He was jailed for seven years by a court after
abrief, unfair trial. President Egal ordered his pardon
and release three weeks later.

Several other dissident Somalilanders, includinga
Garhajis clan leader, werearrested later in 2000 on the
same grounds. They were freed without charge after
short periods and President Egal subsequently
announced that in future no one would bearrestedfor
supportingthe peace conference.

in Puntland, demonstrations in April in support of
the peace conference were attacked by police who

Amnesty Internasional Report 2001




briefly detained demonstrators, and there were several
reported deaths. A Djiboutian television reporter was
briefly detained in November on account of his
reporting of the peace process.

Journalists arrested

Journalists in Mogadishu were frequently at risk of
violence by faction militias. A new Press Law in
Puntland imposed restrictions on media freedom.

&3 InMarch, Mohamed Ali Salad of Oarannewspaper
was abducted and beaten by gunmen in Mogadishuon
account of an article criticizing business leaders for
causing environmental degradation.

&3 InPuntland, Mohamed Abdulkadir Ahmed of Sahan
newspaper was arrested in Bossaso in July for
criticizing the official boycott of the peace conference.

Absence of rule of law

There was no central system of administration of
justice in the south. In an increasing number of areas,
local Islamic courts with their own militias were set up
and partially accepted as ameans of establishing
security and justice, in addition to informal traditional
clanmechanisms for conflict resolution. However, they
didnot follow recognized standards of fair trial and
Jjudicial competence. These courts imposed several
death sentences, which were immediately carried out,
and floggings. No amputations were reported

during 2000.

3 In April an Islamic court near Merca in Lower
Shebelle region reportedly convicteda woman of a
morality offence and sentenced her to death by
stoning, but the execution was suspended as she was
pregnant.

In Somaliland and Puntland there were emergent
judicial administrations and police forces, but with
inconsistentrespect for legal rights. Human rights
defenders in Somaliland criticizedarbitrary detentions,
unfair trials, poor prison conditions and cases of
torture and unlawful killing by police.

Impunity

In no part of the former state werepublicofficials
known to have been prosecuted for human rights
violations, past or present. Several held new public
office, includingsomeprominent alleged war criminals
of the former Siad Barre government (1969-1991) who
were nominated by their clans to the transitional
national assembly.
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SOUTH AFRICA

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Head of state and government: Thabo Mbeki

Capital: Pretoria

Population: 40.3 million

Official languages: Afrikaans, English, Ndebele, Pedi,
Sotho, Swazi, Tsonga, Tswana, Venda, Xhosa, Zulu

Death penalty: abolitionistforall crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court; African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child

There were reports of ill-treatment, torture and
unjustified use of lethal force by police and security
forces. Asylum-seekers and suspectedillegal
immigrantswere also victims of official ill-treatment
or racially motivated attacks. Furtherevidence
emerged about past human rights violations during
trial proceedings againstthe former head ofthe
Chemical and Biological Warfare program and in
hearings held by the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission'sAmnestyCommittee. Human rights
defenders wereharassed and attacked because of
their work.

Background

Local government elections wereheld nationally in
December. They were largely peacefuland the ruling
AfricanNational Congress (ANC) won an overall
majority of votes. However, in several provinces there
were incidents of violence, including in KwaZulu Natal
where anumberofelection candidates werekilled or
injured in the run-up to the elections.

Continuing official and public concernat levels of
violent crime, large-scale circulation of illegal weapons
and a spate of bombings in the CapeTownarea led toa
number of high profile joint military and police security
operations in different parts of the country.
Investigators from the Office of the National Director of
Public Prosecutions and the police arrestedand
charged anumber of members of People Against
Gangsterism and Drugs (PAGAD) in connection with
killings and other violence in the Cape Townarea In
Octoberinvestigators seizedfromthe South African
Broadcasting Corporation and other media
organizations film footage which was then apparently
used as a basis for arresting three PAGAD members in
connectionwiththe public killing of gang leader
Rashaad Staggie in 1996. Two prosecution witnesses
were killed in December.

The South African Law Commission issued an interim
reportona proposed anti-terrorism bill, which
contained provisionsfor prolonged detention without
charge for interrogation of individuals believed to have
information on terrorist acts.

The government and the statutory Human Rights
Commission held a number of hearings and a national
conference examining patterns of racismin the
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country, preparatory to the UN World Conference
against Racism in 2001. The Human Rights Commission
also held hearingsinto alleged racist practices in media
institutions.

The Constitutional Courtin September upheld the
appeal by an applicant refused employment by South
African Airways because of his H1V status. In its ruling
the Court drew attention to the stigmaattached to the
tliness and the importance of ensuring that those living
with it enjoy special protectionfromthe law.

Human rights whelat by Bk security forces
There were reports of torture, ill-treatment and
unjustified use of lethal force by the security forces,
including military units based in KwaZulu Natal
province, primarily in the context of crime
investigation and searches for illegal weapons.
Incidents included the cases below.

&3 In April, police tied 16-year-old Siphiwo Zide and
another youngster suspected of involvement ina
robbery with ropes to a police vehicle which was then
drivenaway. Siphiwo Zide died when his head was
crushed undera wheel. InSeptember, three Barkley
East police officers were charged with offences
including culpable homicide and assault with intent to
do grievous bodily harm, following an investigation by
the statutory oversight body, the Independent
Complaints Directorate (ICD).

[n June, 16-year-old Simon Khubekawasarrested
without warrant by a police officer investigating animal
stock theft. While in custody at Villiers police station he
was allegedly assaulted and verbally abused by
another, white, officer who forced him to maintain
painful physical posturesforprolonged periods and
repeatedly punched him and banged his head against a
wall. Following hisrelease without charge Simon
Khubekarequired hospital treatment.

3 In July a woman police officer, Sergeant Nozipho
Ntoni, wasbeaten, kicked, stamped on and threatened
with a gun in her home by a senior police officer from
Bisho police station in the Eastern Cape, with whom she
was involved in a personal relationship. Bleeding from
her injuries, she attempted to lay a charge against him
atthe police station, butwas again assaulted by the
sameofficer inthe presence of other, junior-ranking,
officers. The next day she reported the case to King
William's Town police station whose officers attempted
toarrest the perpetrator but were prevented by hts
brother, alsoasenior police officer. Following ICD
investigations, the perpetrator wasarrestedand
charged with assault with intent to do grievous
bodily harm.

3 Six soldiers and a Police Reservist were chargedin
amagistrates’court with murder in connection with the
death of 33-year-old Basil Jaca at Flaxton Farm, near
Ixopo. They wereaccused of beating Basil Jacaat his
home on 1 July and assaulting him by repeatedly
pushingarifle into his anus, while demanding to know
the whereabouts of a gun. The doctor who later
examined him failed torefer him to hospital although
Basil Jacawas bleeding, ingreatpain and barely able to
walk. Hedied on2)uly.
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3 Fourpolice officers were charged with murder and
released on bail in connection with the suspected
extrajudicial execution of an ANC parliamentarian,
Bheki Mhkize, in July. He was shot dead when about a
dozenmembers of the Public Order Police Unit based at
Ulundi in KwaZulu Natal raided his home, apparently
searchingfor weapons. Independent forensicand other
evidence gathered by the ICD indicated that he was

shot intentionally at close range by the police.

Impunity
The trial of the former head of the Chemical and
Biological Warfare program, Dr WouterBasson, for
murder and attempted murder of opponents of the
apartheidgovernment, and on othercharges, continued
in the Pretoria High Court. The Court heard evidence
from prosecution witnesses of covertoperations to
eliminate identifled enemies of the state, and of the
killing of members of the security forces who threatened
toexpose these operations. Witnesses testified about
their involvement in the "dumping” of bodies or of semi-
comatose individuals from aircraft into the seas. The
victims included imprisoned members of the South West
Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO). Some of the
victims were allegedly injected with toxic chemicals by
orunder the instruction of the accused and others,
including military doctors. Otherwitnesses told the
Court of their involvement, as members of clandestine
army units, in attempted killings of government
opponents in the 1980s.
Truth and Reconciliation Commission
The Amnesty Commuttee of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) continuedits hearingson
applicationsforamnesties. Cases considered included
applications from former police commissioner Johan
vander Merwe and former Vlakplaas security police
commander Eugenede Kock for the raid in December
1985 into Lesotho which led to the killing of six ANC
membersand three Lesotho nationals; from former
security police officers for the death indetentionin 1982
of trade unionist Neil Aggett; and from members of a
covert military unitfor theattempted murder of
government opponents, includinga current
government mirister, Dullah Omar, during the 1980s.

The Committee granted amnesty to, among others,
former Azanian People’s Liberation Army commander
Phila Dolo, who admitted to ordering an attack which
resultedin the deaths of three white civilians travelling
inavehicleinMarchigg3. The decision to grant
amnesty to former security police member Craig
Williamson and explosives expert Jerry Raven, for the
killings of exiled apartheid government opponents
Ruth First and Jeanette Schoon and six-year-old Katryn
Schoon in the early 198os, was challenged by surviving
family members. They lodged an appeal for judicial
review of thedecision on the grounds that the
applicants failed to make full disclosure and meet other
requirements of the law, in addition to their failure to
show any remorse for the deaths they caused.

In September the Minister of Justice, Penuell
Maduna, stated that the government would finalize by
the end of 2000 its policy on reparations for the
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thousands of people whom the TRC had declared in
1998 to be eligible for compensation. The government's
apparent reluctance totmplement the TRC's
recommendations led to public conflict with the TRC
and protests by victim support groups.

Human rights defenders

Human rights lawyers and members of investigation
bodies weresubjectedto physical attack, death threats
orotherforms of harassment as a consequence of

their work.

3 In July an ICD investigator, Velaphi Kwela, was
killed on his way to carry out an arvest. He was shot
seven times and thrown out of his vehicle. The vehicle
and the investigationdockets he had withhimwerenot
recovered.

&3 Two police officers were acquitted by a
magstrates’ court of perjury and of attempting to
defeat the course of justice in connection with
investigations into the 1998 Richmond tavern
massacre. Two of their lawyers were subjected to death
threatsand damageto their property during the course
of the trial. The trial proceedings and the court's ruling
revealed evidence of possible complicity of National
Intelligenceagentsin killings in theRichmondarea,
and conflicts between police, justice and intelligence
officials which undermined the effectiveness of
subsequent investigations.

3 InSeptembermagistrate PieterTheron, who was
hearing a case against PAGAD members, was killed in a
drive-by shooting outside his home in Cape Town.

& InOctoberZackie Achmat, amember of the
Treatment Action Campaign, was arrested and charged
with importing generic drugs to treat AIDS patients
unable toaffordpatenteddrugs. This prosecution
underlined the human rights dimensions of the conflict
betweennon-governmental organizations, the
government and drug companies over the importation
or manufacture of cheap life-savingdrugs in South
Africa.

Refugee concerns

The government ordered the arrest of members of the
police East Rand Dog Uit after being shown film
footage of police officers deliberately inciting dogs to
maul threecaptivesuspected illegal immigrants from
Mozambique. The helpless men were attacked by the
dogs, as well as being beaten and subjected to racist
verbal abuse by the police officers. Although the
incident had takenplace in 1998, the broadcasting of
the footage on state television in November 2000 led to
apublic outcry and statements by officiats and civil
society organizations on the need to address persistent
problems of racism and xenophobia. Six police officers
were laterchargedin amagistrate’s court with
abductionand assault with intent to do grievous bodily
harmbeforebeing released on bail.

Inseparate reports the Human Rights Commission
and the non-governmental Human Rights Committee
documentedabuses of undocumented migrants and
asylum-seekers. These included unlawfully prolonged
detentions, poor conditions and beatings of detainees
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by guards at Lindela Repatriation Centre, assaultsby
police officers involved inthearrest of suspected
illegal immigrants, and arbitrary and verbally abusive
conduct towards asylum-seekers by Department of
Home Affars officials.

InMarch the police launched an anti-crime initiative,
OperationCrackdown, with the arrest by police and
soldiers of overz,000alleged illegalimmigrants in the
Johannesburgarea. The raids were allegedly
accompanied by abuses such as beatings and theft, as
wellas arbitrary arrests of individualswith a legal right
of residence.

The 1998Refugee Act, which was brought into effect
1n 2000, denies asylum-seekers the right to education
and the right to seek employment until they have been
grantedrefugee status.

In December, the High Court ordered the government
torelease official correspondence relating to the
deportation to the USA of a Tanzanian national, Khalfan
Khamis Mohammed. He faced a possible death penalty
for his alleged involvement in the 1998 bombing of the
US Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya, and was allegedly
removed from South Africa without an extradition
hearing, as required underSouthAfrican law

Al country reports and visits

Reports

« South Africa: Amnesty International welcomes
Government action against racially motivated violence
by police (Al Index: AFR 53/003/2000)

« South Africa: Preserving the gains for human nghts in
the ‘war aganst crime’: Memorandum to the South
African Governmentand South African Law
Commission on the draft Anti-Terrorism Bifl, 2000 (Al
Index: AFR 53/004/2000)

« South Africa: Points of clarification on Amnesty
International’s comments on torture (Al Index: AFR
53/006/2000)

Visits

Al delegates visited South Africa in Octoberto conduct

research and meet officials concerning altegations of

police and military complicity in the ill-treatmentof
individuals in custody. In March Al co-sponsored with

several regional non-governmental organizations a

workshop in Pretoria on policing and human rights in

southern African countries.
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SPAIN

KINGDOM O F SPAIN

Head of state: King Juan Carlos | de Borb6n

Head of government: José Maria Aznar L6pez

Capital: Madnd

Population: 39.6 million

Deathpenalty: abolitionist for all cnmes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the involve-
mentof children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to
the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court

There was unprecedented racist violence against
foreign workers, mainly from North Africa, in El Ejido
(Almerfa). Allegations of race-related ill-treatment by
police officers increased. A large rise in the numbers
of undocumented foreign nationals arrivingon
southemn shores prompted claims that the
authorities were failing to provide basic
humanitarian care and that detention facilities were
inhuman and degrading. A new law came into force
that severely restricted the rights of undocumented
immigrants, fined companies fortransporting them,
and providedforan accelerated expulsion procedure.
Allegations of ill-treatment in prisons persisted, as
did allegations oftorture made by suspected
members of the Basque armed group Euskadi Ta
Askatasuna (ETA), Basque Homeland and Freedom.
ETA committed numerous human rights abuses in
which 23 people, the majority civilian, were shot
dead or killed bycar bombs and many others,
including children, were injured. There was an
increase in acts of “streetviolence” by groups
reportedly close to ETA, including arson, bombings
and death threats. The government proposed new
penal measures, including increased penalties for
minors convicted of politically motivated violence.

Police brutality continued to be widely reported and
there was arise in allegations relating to ill-treatment
of immigrants or others of non-European ethnic origin
Allegations were mainly of beatings with truncheons,
punches, kicks, slaps and insults by officers of the local,
national and autonomous police forces. Anumber
referred to ill-treatment of immigrants, including
minors, in the Spanish North African enclaves of Ceuta
and Melilla, and there werecriticisms about police
passivity in connection with ill-treatment of
immigrants in El Egdo where, in February, several days
of race riots had forced some foreignworkers to flee to
the foothills of the mountains

Allegations of torture made by ETA suspects held in
incommunicadodetention persisted In Aprilthe
European Committee for the Prevention of Tortureand
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Purishment (CPT)
described a 1997visit to ETA prisoner jesus Arkauz Arana
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TheCPTcommented thathisaccount of ill-treatment by
Civil Guards, following expulsion from France and while
beingheld incommunicado. was technically credible and
“the manner in whichhedescribed the sensation of losing
consciousness asa result of asphyxiation was particularly
convincing” ltrec deda "general Ir n of
a thorough andindependent nature ... into the methods
used by members of the Civil Guard when holding and
questioning persons” suspected of involvement in
armed bands. The CPT subsequently expressed
disappointment that the Spanish authorities had stilt not
carried out such aninvestigation. It alsofoundthat
examining judges and magistrates "couldbe more
proactive” whenthey receive allegations of ill-treatment
Ajudicial inquiry was opened in October into
allegations that municipal police officers severely ill-
treated twoAlgerians, Hassan U. and SaidM. The
Algerians claimed that they were beaten by truncheons
both before and after transfer to a police station in
Ceuta Said M., ai7-year-old minor, reportedly lost
consciousness during the beatng and was revived with
water froma rubber hose, with which, at the same time,
he was beaten While lying on the ground he was also
allegedlykickedand insulted. Both Algerianswere
reportedly stripped to the waist and then taken toa
police vehicle, againbeaten, and left in the area of
Calamocarro, where they had firstbeendetained

Deaths in custody

3 Antoénio Augusto Fonseca Mendes, a native of
Guinea-Bissau resident in Madrid. died n police
custody while on holiday in Arrecife (Lanzarote) in May
His family claimed he had beenseverely beaten by
police officers and photographs revealed a number of
bruises on the body. A firstautopsy found no sign of
external ill-treatment buta second concluded
unequivocally that a fatal injury was dealt to the right
side of the neck by a "blow with a bluntinstrument” A
forensic opinion ordered by the judge to investigate the
two apparently irreconcilable autopsy findings
reportedly concluded that Antonio Fonseca had
probably died of natural causes. The grounds for this
findlng were not clear. The police offered a series of
differentand contradictory explanationsforthe death
Al was concernedthat in Septemberthe [nterior
Minister told Congress that there was noevidence of
police ill-treatment, even though thejudicial
investigation was still under way and a number of
serious questions remained unresolved.

&3 InDecemberAbdelhadi Lamhamdi, an
undocumented Moroccan reportedly tryingtofleeafter
disembarking on the coast of Tarifa (Cadiz), died after
being shot by a Civil Guard who was pursuing him with a
gunin hishand. Government representatives stated
that the shot had beenfired accidentally. AnAlgeciras
courtopenedan inquiry into the death. Adisciplinary
investigation was ordered by the Director General of
the Civil Guard and the officer wassuspended

lll-treatment of immigrants
Thenumbers of undocumented African nationals
disembarking on the beaches of the Campode Gibraltar
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and Canary Islands— including pregnant women,
children and babies —rose considerably. More than
14,000 were reported to have been intercepted. Many
were from Nigeria, Senegal and Sierra Leone. Particular
concern was expressed by some non-governmental
organizations about the failure to provide basic
humanitarian care for many suffering from
malnutrition, hypothermia and physical injuries. Most
of these immigrants were allegedly held in
overcrowded, inappropriate and insanitary conditions
in the cells of Civil Guard barracks and a municipal
sportscentre before being served with expulsion
ordersandreleased Concernwas also expressed about
delays in recovering bodies frombeachesand a lack of
diligence in identifying them.

In October, hundreds of undocumented Moroccans
weredeportedto Ceuta and from there to Morocco,
allegedly in conditions that infringed international
standards, including maritme regulationson safety at
sea. The Moroccans werereportedly held, sometimes
handcuffed, inside police vans or buses in the holds of
ferries. They werereportedly overcrowded and at risk
of injury from the movementof other vehicles in heavy
seas, subject to great heat and engine noise, and
without accesstosafe escaperoutes in time of danger
Some ferrycaptains alleged that police officers had
pressured them toaccept the Moroccansascargo
rather than as passengers, in contravention of the
International Convention for theSafety of Life at Sea.

Excessive use of force against demonstrators
Severalreports alleged excessive use of force by police
or Civil Guards at demonstrations. In August an inquiry
was opened by the Catalan government, the
Generalitat, into the action of the Catalan autonomous
police, the Mossos d'Esquadra, duringa demonstration
by hundreds of Moroccan workers at Aitona (Lleida).
Some alleged they had been beaten and subjected to
degradingtreatment. In November a demonstration
outside Congress by pacifists demanding the abolition
of theexternaldebtreportedly resultedin 24 injuries
andsevenarrests. The Interior Minister told Congress
that, while police intervention had been justified, the
action of some officers had been "inappropriate” and
“excessive”. In Galicia too there were reportsof
excessive useof force by police officers.

ll-treatment in prisons

Asecondreportpublished in April by the CPT
concernedits 1998 visit to police and Civil Guard
headquarters and prisons, including Soto del Real
(Madrid) and Salto del Negro(Las Palmas de Gran
Canaria). The CPTreported thata number of prisoners
at Salto del Negro alleged they had recently been ili-
treated by prison staff. They referred to blows with
batons while handcuffed tobedsin the prison's
segregation unit. The delegation found that inmates
were handcuffed tobeds in the unit on a "fairly regular”
basis, sometimes for prolonged periods of time.
Allegations of ill-treatment, such as blows with batons,
were also received from Soto del Real. The CPTnoted
that the Spanish authorities had undertakento address
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excessive duration of confinement in restraintsand the
failure to provide the prisoners concerned with
mattresses, butadded that the above-mentioned use of
handcuffs was "unacceptable”.

Lasa/ Zabala trial

In April the National Court sentenced former General
Enrique Rodriguez Galindo and former civil governor
JulenElgorriaga to a total of 71 years' imprisonment
eachforthe illegal detention and murder in 1983 of ETA
suspects José Antonio Lasa and José Ignacio Zabala.
Three former Civil Guard officers were sentenced to
between 67 and 69 years’ imprisonment, and two—
including a former secretary of state already convicted
inanother case— were acquitted. However, the court
setaside charges of torture on the grounds of
nsufficient evidence and, more controversially, ruled
that there was not enough evidence to prove that the
accused had beenmembers of an armed band, the
Grupos Antiterroristas de Liberacion(GAL). General
Galindo—whohadbeenpromotedtothatrankin9gs,
afterthe emergence ofevidence that he could be
implicated in the murders—and his co-defendants
appealedagainst their convictions to the Supreme
Court. However, the National Court ordered the
immediate detention of those defendants who were not
already in prison, including General Galindo, without
awaiting the verdict of the Supreme Court. The case had
taken 16 years to come totrial, during which time
crucial evidence was undoubtedly lost

Abuses by armed groups
Following the ending of its cease-fire the previous
November, ETA embarked on a new campaign of
violence, which killed 23 people in various parts of
Spainand injured many others, including children.
Many of those whodiedwerecivilians, including local
councillors, ajournalist, an industrialist, a chief
prosecutor and a judge, Several murders were
attempted. The new ETA campaign was accompanied by
an escalation in “street violence” ("kale borroka"),
aimed at creating an atmosphere of intimidation and
fear InjuneAlurged ETA to put animmediate end to its
campaign of killings of civilians and expressed concern
about the "kale borroka" attacks. In October Al groups
began a campaign to call ETA's attention to
fundamental standards of human rights and
international humanitarianlaw
Abuseswerealsocommitted by the armed political
group, the Gruposde Resistencia Antif ascista Primero
de Octubre (GRAPO). In November, following the arrest
of presumed GRAPO leaders in Paris, France, a police
officer was shot dead in Madrid.
Thegovernmentresponded to the ETA killings and
“kale borroka"attacks with proposed new measures to
curb politically motivated violence. These sought to
increase the length of detention for minors convicted
ofterroristoffences and to create a special juvenile
courtwithin the National Courtin Madrid. In November
Alurged the authorities to ensure that any eventual
legislationrespectin particular the UN Children’s
Convention. Al alsorecalledits long-standing
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opposition to Spanish laws governing incommunicado
detention. These remain in force and, in Al's view,
facilitate torture.

In October and November, 10 people mnvolved in
various Basque political, social or cultural
organizationswerearrested, on thegrounds of alleged
links with ETA. They included Sabino Ormazabal Elola, a
well-known writer, journalist, ecologist and supporter
of non-violent civil disobedience. He and others
arrested and subsequently detained denied belonging
to, or collaborating with, ETA

Updates
In January the Provincial Court of Vizcaya acquitted, on
grounds of lack of evidence, two national police
officers charged with the torture of Rita Margarete
Rogerio, a Brazilian national, in 1995. The officers
denied the charge and were supported by the public
prosecutor, who did notacceptthat Rita Rogerio had
been ill-treated. In an earlier trial in 1998 three officers
had been acquitted of raping her. In 1999 the Supreme
Courtreferredto the acquittal for rape as "horrifying”
because, while a lower court had found it "luminously
clear” that Rita Rogeriohadbeen raped by a uniformed
officer in police custody, the police witnesses had
conspired to lie and conceal the fact, refusing to
identify the person they must have known was the
rapist. As a result the Supreme Court had no alternative
but to uphold the acquittal. Two officers had
subsequently been temporarily suspended from work.
In December a court in Sevilla sentenced a Civil
Guard, a shooting instructor, tooneyear's
imprisonment forkilling Miriam Gomez Cuadrado in
1999. The Civil Guard shot at the car in which she was
travelling after her boyfriend tried to escape a
breathalyzertest. Theboyfriend was sentenced to one
year'simprisonment for reckless driving and
disobedience.

Al country reports and visits

Report

« Concerns in Europe, January — June 2000: Spain (Al
Index: EUR 01/003/2000)

Visits

An Al delegate visited Spain in Octoberto gather

information. In November Al delegates visited Vitona

and Madnd in connection with a campaign against ETA

killings. They met the Spanish Secretary of State for

Justice to discuss concerns about proposed new

legisiation aimed at minors involved in politically

motivated actsofviolence, as well as ETA abuses.
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DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRILANKA
Head of state and government: Chandrika
Bandaranake Kumaratunga

Capital: Colombo

Population: 18.8 miltion

Official languages: Sinhala, Tamil, English

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the involve-
ment of children in armed conflict

The continuing armed conflict and a general rise in
violence dominated Sri Lanka in 2000. April and May
saw particularly ferocious fighting between the
security forces and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE),the main armed opposition group
fighting foran independent state, Eelam, in the
north and east of Sri Lanka, Tens of thousands of
people were internally displaced by the fighting.
Peopletaking noactive partin the hostilities faced
grosshumanrights abuses, including indiscriminate
bombing and shelling, killings, “disappearances”,
torture and the recruitment of child soldiers.
Widespread violence took place during
parliamentary elections in October, There was also a
rise in paramilitary and vigilante activities. The
failure to bring to justice those responsible for
human rights violations remained a majorconcern.

Background

Astate of emergency remained in force throughout the
country. After heavy fightingand the capture of the
strategically important Elephant Pass army camp by the
L1TE, measures were introduced in May to put the
countryona "war footing”. New Emergency Regulations
(ERs) considerably extended the security forces’ powers
todetain and included provisions granting powers of
arrest to "anyother authorized persons”. The ERs also
provided wide powers of censorship.

In February, the Norwegian government agreed to
facilitate a dialogue between the government and the
LTTE, but by the end of the year few concrete results
were visible. The government's efforts to introduce
constitutional reforms aimed at resolving the ethnic
conflict were shelved in August after it failed to muster
the required two-thirds majority in parliament.

Noparty won an overallmajorityin parliamentary
elections in October. The People’s Alliance formed a
new government with the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress
and the Eelam People’s Democratic Party.

The security forces and LTTE stepped up the
procurement of arms.

Killings of civilians

Amid the escalating conflict, the numberof internally
displaced civilians rosefromaround 400,000 in
January to around 570.000 by the end of June. At least
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150 civilians were killed in attacks by both sides. Both
the army and the LTTE were responsible for not taking
adequate measures to avoid civilian casualtes.

3 InOctober, at least 24 civilians were killed in two
separateattacksonelection rallies by LTTE suicide
bombers. Scores of civilians werekilled in other
attacks, apparently carried out by the LTTE. in
Colombo.

&3 Thearmy shotdead 7 civilians, including nine
children, in Batticaloatownn May, apparently in
reprisal for the killing of three policemen by a bomb
concealedin a ice cream vendor’s freezer box.

&3 On2O0ctober, seven Tamil civilians were killed by
Muslim Home Guards — villagers armed ostensibly for
their own protection — at Poonagar, Muttur,
Trincomaleedistrict, in apparent reprisal for the killing
of twoMuslim Home Guards by members of the LTTE
earlier that day.

‘Disappearances’

At least 20 "disappearances”were reported during
2000. Asinpreviousyears, the highest number— 11—
werereported from the Vavuniya area. An internal
inquiry ordered by President ChandrikaBandaranaike
Kumaratungaintosevencases reported between 10 and
26 August seemed to bringa temporary halt to
"disappearances” in that area, but twomore cases were
reported in early October. Other "disappearances”
werereported from Colombo, Batticaloa, Jaffna,
Mannar and Trincomalee. Naval personnel were held
responsible for two "disappearances” in Trincomalee.
&3 Eight displaced civilians, including a five-year-old
boy, "disappeared” after being arrested while visiting
their homeson 19 December. Their bodieswere
recovered from an illegal grave six days later. Thirteen
soldiers were arrested in connection with their
abduction and murder.

Torture remained common, both in the context of the
armed conflict and during routine policing operations.
Reportsof torture increased following the introduction
of ERsn May. However, latern the yearreports of
tortureappeared to decline, possibly partly as a result
of a number of measures taken by the government after
avisit to the country by the Committee against Torture.
These included, among other things, the establishment
of an Inter-Ministerial Standing Committee to take
action with regard tocasesof torture. By the end of
2000n0 one had beenconvicted of offencesrelated to
the crime of torture. There were frequent reports of
torture involving the Security Coordinating Unit of the
Vavuniyapolice and the army camps at Urelu and
Atcheluin Jaffna. There were reports ofrape by the
army in Jaffna and Batticaloa and by police in
Negombo.

3 Five labourers arrested on suspicion of
involvement with the LTTE weretortured by police at
Kantalai, Trincomalee, in june. One of them died
apparently as a result of torture, although police and
other officials claimed that he was shot while trying to
escape.
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Deaths in custody

Several incidents of violence in prison and other
detention facilities were reported.

&3 ATamildetaineediedasaresultofinjuries
sustained duringa clash between prisonguards and
political prisonersin Ward F at Kalutara prisonon 6
January. The following day, another detainee was killed
in an apparently deliberate attack by prison guards on
prisoners in Ward C.

On 25 October, 27 young Tamil men and boys aged
between 14 and 23detained for "rehabihtation” were
killed during an attack by amobof Sinhalese villagers on
arehabilitation camp at Bindunuwewa, Badulla district.
There was evidence of collusion bymembersof the local
policeand deliberate failure to protect the detainees

Political prisoners

Thousands of Tamil people werearrested on suspicion
of involvement with the LTTE. At least 1,500 were held
without charge or trial at the end of the year; some had
been detained for more than four years.

Impunity

Impunity for the perpetrators of human rights abuses
remained a major concern. Victims who sought justice
through the courtsreceived death threats. The report of
aPresidential commission of inquiry, setup in 1998 to
investigate complaints of past "disappearances” not
examined by three earlier commissions, was handed
over to the President in late August. The
implementation of the recommendations of previous
commussions and of the UN Working Group on Enforced
or Involuntary Disappearances, which visited the
country in 1999, proceeded slowly.

Officersfrom Tangalle police station standing trial
for torturing Mahanama Geeganage Chandrakumarain
1990, attempted tostop hum and his parents from giving
evidence against themby inumidation anddeath
threats. Thetrial wascontinuingat the end of the year.
Four army personnel and a police officer were
arrested in March on suspicion of involvement in the
"disappearance” in 1996 of i5 people whose bodies were
recovered fromshallow graves in the Chemmani area of
Jaffnadistrict in1999. The five werereleasedon bail in
June. The criminal investigation was continuing at the
end of the year.

Death penalty

Scores of people were sentenced to death for murder.
No one was executed. In November, the government
announced that it would putinto practice a decision
announcedin 1999 toresumeexecutions. Al expressed
concernabout this major step backwards for human
rights.

Violations byvigilante and paramilitary
groups

Tamil armed groups working alongside thesecurity
forces, and membersof the security forces acting
outside the normal commandand control structures,
were allegedly responsible for human rights violations,
including againstjournalists.
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3 Circumstantial evidence put the blame for the
killing of Mylvaganam Nimalrajan, Jaffna
correspondent for various newspapers and
international agencies, on members of the Eelam
People’s Democratic Party working with the security
forces. Hewas killed 1n his home in the High Security
Zone of Jaffna town during curfew

&3 Kumar Ponnambalam, President of the All Ceylon
Tamil Congress, was killed on 5 January by two
gunmen in what appeared to be a carefully planned
attack. The motive and the identity of those
responsible forordering the killing were unclear
Therewereconcerns that police investigations into
hismurder may havebeen subject topolitical
influence. A reserve police constable wasamong
thosearrested in connection with the murder.

Child soldiers

The LTTE stepped up the recruitment of children as
combatants after the intense fighting in Jaffna in May.
Those recruited included children as young as i2.

Al country report
« Sn Lanka: New Emergency Regulations - erosion of
human rights protection (Al Index: 37/019/2000)

SUDAN

REPUBLIC OF THE SUDAN

Head of state and government: Omar Hassan Ahmad
al-Bashir

Capital: Khartoum

Population: 29.4 million

Officiat language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000treaty ratifications/ signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court

The civil war continued todevastate the lives of
countless civilians during 2000. Those most affected
were people living near oil fields where pro-
government forces and armed opposition groups
werefighting for control of oil production and
territory. All parties to the conflict committed gross
human rights abuses against civilians living in the
contested areas including indiscriminate bombing,
abduction, , forcible recrui , torture
and killings. Tens of thousands of people were forced
to leave their homes. Despite government claims
thatthe humanrights ituation inareasunder its
control was improving, lawyers, journalists, students
and human rights defenders were harassed and
intimidated. Dozens were arrested and tortured.
Those responsible for human rights abuses were not
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brought to justice. Restrictions on the rights to
freedom ofexpression and association in cities under
governmentcontrol persisted.

Background

By the end of 2000, the civil war, which resumed in 1983,
had cost the lives of almost 2,000,000 people and
resulted in a further 4,500,000 people being internally
displaced. In addition, some 500,000 people were
believed to have sought asylum abroad.

The main parties to the conflict since 1983 were those
supporting the government—including the Sudanese
People’'s Armed Forces (the regular army), the
paramilitary Popular Defence Forces, and various
militia groups known as the murahaleen—and the
opposition forces made up of the Sudan People’s
Liberation Army (SPLA) and various allied militias.

The drive for oil and territonial control over the oil
fields was central to the war between the government
and armed opposition forces, as well as to the ongoing
conflictbetween the various militia factions. For
example, the 1,600km oil pipeline which came into
operationinAugust 1999 continued to be the target of
repeated attacks by opposition forces. In addition to
the conflict between the regular army and the SPLA,
another conflict raged between the various militias
allied with the government or the SPLA. These forces
frequently changed sides depending on their perceived
interests or simply the supply of arms. It was estimated
that during the past fewyears more people had lost
their lives as aresult of interfactional fighting between
militias than in armed encounters with government
forces. The government pursued a policy of providing
support and weapons to the various militia
commanders and encouraging interfactional fighting,
whichresulted in widespread destructionand
destitutionfor thelocal civilian population.

The Bahr el-Ghazal humanitarian cease-fire—agreed
between the SPLA, the UN and relief agencies operating
under the umbrella organization Operation Lifeline
Sudan (OLS)—to provide food to civilians affected by
the conflict collapsed in July. However, a new
agreement was subsequently reached between the OLS
and the government which allowed relief supplies to
resume. Although the cease-fire was not restored, a
12-day truce was agreedin October to allow the UN
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to carry out anti-polio
vaccinations. Some non-governmental organizations
accused the government of not respecting this truce
and bombing towns.

The state of emergency declared in Decemberi9gg
remained in place for most of theyear.

Presidential and parliamentary elections took place
in December. Both UN and European Union monitors
turned down invitations to monitor the elections which
were widely believed to beseriously flawed. Arrests of
journalists, political opponents andhumanrights
activistsintensified ahead of the elections and the main
opposition partiescalled fora boycott of the elections;
people in areas underrebelcontrol did not take part in
the elections. PresidentOmar al-Bashir, in powersince
1989, was declared the winner of the elections.
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Internal displacement

Tens of thousands of people were terrorized into
leaving their homes in oil-rich Upper Nile by aerial
bombardments, massexecutionsandtorture. This
massive displacement was followed by the deployment
of additional weaponry andforcestoprotect the oil
fields. Crops and livestock were burned and looted to
prevent people from returning to their homes.
Bombings in Northern Bahr el-Ghazal also resulted in
mass displacement of the civilian population.

Bombing of civilians

Indiscriminate bombing of civilians in the south of the
country continued. International outcry at the bombing
of hospitals and schoolchildren in February and March
led President al-Bashir to order his forces to stop all air
bombardment operations except where these were
Justified by self-defence or during military operations
to "protect lives and property”. However, following the
collapse of the Bahr el-Ghazal humanitarian cease-fire,
the bombings intensified. From September
bombardments of civiliantargets intensified in other
parts of the country including Eastern Equatoria, Upper
Nile and south Blue Nile.

3 In July alone, more than 250 bombs reportedly hit
civiliantargetsinat least 30 separate incidents causing
several deaths and disrupting the harvest and
humanitarian relief in Bahr el-Ghazal.

Child soldiers

Conscription into thearmed forces is compulsory for
both men and women and the law stipulates that
military training is a precondition forentry into further
and higher education or into certain jobs. There was
increasing evidence that child soldiers were being used
by the various parties to the conflict. There were reports
that children were being abducted in the streets of
Khartoum and forcibly recruitedinto the Popular
Defence Forces. The parents were not informed and
most of the young recruits were sent to the front line.
Therewere reports of ill-treatment of child conscripts.
&3 On 29 May the body of 17-year-old Ghassan Ahmed
Al Amin Haroun was transferred to the Khartoum
morgue from the Jabal Awlia Compulsory Military
Service Joint Camp. He had joined the army unit just
twodays earlier. A post-mortem examination revealed
injuries on his hands, back, right foot and eye and
bruising on other parts of the body and confirmed the
cause of death to be "respiratory failure”. The
authorities did not comment on the post-mortem
findings, but shortly afterwardsplaced the family under
surveillance by the security forces.

3 Sixteen-year-old Mohanad Abdelrahman M.
Zakanadied at the Aljouli military training camp in May.
His death was believed to have been caused by the
harshtrainingmetedout toyoung conscripts. It was
alleged that he was denied adequate medical treatment
after he collapsed with sunstroke.

Children continued to be forcibly recruited by the
SPLA, despite the fact that the SPLA had informed
UNICEF that it would demobilize all child soldiers in its
forces and end therecruitment of children.
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Slavery

Although the government continued to deny that
slavery existed in Sudan, thousands of people were
believed to be held in forced labour or slavery
Estimates varied regarding the number of people
held in slavery; some non-governmental
organizations put the figure as high as 100,000, while
governmentsourcesput the figure ats,000. The
sexual slavery of women was widely reported,
especially in the areas affected by the armed conflict.
Thosewho escaped described widespread torture,
including rape, and forced marriages.

Widespread torture and ill-treatment continued to be
reported in many government-held towns. There was
grave concern that suspected government opponents
were particularly atrisk. Reports of torture were not
investigated and the perpetrators were not brought to
justice. Reports of torture were also received from
SPLA-held territories.

3 Noinvestigation was carried out into the deaths in
custody of Joseph Adhiang Langlang, Abdallah Col,
Hassan Abu Adhan and Gladino Sam Okieny. They
reportedly died as a result of torture. The four men had
been held with Hillary Bomaand 25 others, accusedof
planting bombs in Khartouminigg8. After Hillary Boma
and his fellow prisoners were pardoned and released in
December 1999, no investigation was carried out into
their allegations of torture.

3 InDecember, eight members of opposition political
partieswere arrested by the security forces during a
meeting with a US diplomat. Theywereaccused of
plotting a coup. A few days later, twolawyers — Ghazi
Suleiman and Ali Mahmoud Hasanain—werearrested
for signing a petition against the arrests. Ghazi
Suleiman sustained a head injury and was reportedly
hospitalized twice while in detention, raising grave
concerns that he was tortured. The 10 detainees were
held in asecret location in solitary confinement and
without access to their families, medical treatment or
lawyers.

Amputation

At least 12 people weresentenced to have limbs
amputated during 2000. Atleastone amputation was
carriedout.

3 InMarchAl Salik Obeid had his right hand and left
footamputated at Kober Prison.

Rape and other violence against women

Violence against women by combatants on all sides,
long a feature of the conflict in Sudan, intensified
during the year. Therewerewidespread reportsof
sexualabuse, includingsexual slavery, rape and
forced pregnancies. Rape was usedas a tacticof war
by both government and oppositionforcesto
dehumanize and humiliate civilians in the conflict
20ne. However, because of the taboos and stigma
attached torape, reports wererare and impunity for
the rapist was the rule. Therewere frequent reports of
women being abducted while collecting firewood or
water and being forced to carry heavy loads of goods
looted from ransacked villages. They were also used
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asbonded labour and forced toclean, cook and
provide domestic services to soldiers in barracks and
camps.

Women's rights

Violations of women's rights were widespread. In
central Sudan, especially in Khartoum, women faced
severe restrictions on their freedom of movement.

3 In September the Governor of Khartoum issued a
decree banningwomenfromworking in public places.
Dayslater, 26 womenwere arrested and three were
injured when police used tear gas and batons to break
up a peaceful demonstration against the decree.

The decree was challenged on the grounds that it was
unconstitutional in the Constitutional Court which in
October temporarily suspended the ban. The Court's
final decision was still pending at the end of the year.
However, the Minister of Justice, while recognizing that
the Constitution and international conventions
guarantee a woman's right to work, would notcondemn
theban as unconstitutional.

Students and human rights defenders
Students and human rights defenders were harassed
and intimidated during 2000, particularly in and
around Khartoum. The security forces prevented or
disrupted student activities and activists were arrested
and tortured; one was killed.
&3 InJunesoldiersopened fire on astudentseminar
onthe crisisin Sudan at the University of Senna. One
participant, ‘Mirghami Mahmoud al-Norman, was shot
dead and several others were injured. In the days that
followed the shooting, several demonstrations in
support of the students took place. At least 11 people,
including seven students, were arrested and charged
with rioting and disturbing public order. All were
believed to have been tortured and most were
hospitalized as a result

Lawyers and relatives trying to pursue cases of
human rights violations frequently faced harassment
and repeated summons toappear at police stations or
security force installations. The perpetrators of human
rights violations, in contrast, were not pursued through
the justice system.
3 Relatives seekingjustice for an 11-year-old girl
raped by apolice officer in May 1999 were harassed and
intimidated. The authorities repeatedly attempted to
subject the girl to furtherintrusive medical
examinations. However, instead of pursuing the
allegations of rape, the Sudanese authorities chose to
view thecase as a “security” issue. Family members and
lawyers acting on their behalf were required to report
to the Federal Criminal Investigation Department and
documents were seized from the lawyers’ offices by
members of the security forces. Neither the relatives
nor lawyerswere charged with a recognizably criminal
offence.

Al country report

+ Sudan:The Human Price of Oil (Al Index:AFR
54,/001/2000ERR)
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SURINAME

REPUBLIC OF SURINAME

Head of state: Ronald Venetiaan (replaced Jules
Wijdenbosch in August)

Head of government: Jules Ajodhia

Capital: Paramaribo

Population: 0.4 million

Official Language: Dutch

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

Impunity for human rights abuses committed under
previous regimes was a majorissue for the newly
elected government. Conditions in prisons and police
detention centres remained poor. Reports of ill-
treatmentand torture of prisoners continued.

Background

President Ronald Venetiaan took power on 18 August,
having won general elections in May at the head of a
four-party New Front coalition composed of political
groups thatweredeposed by coupsin 1980 and 1990.
President Venetiaan had previously held powerin 1995
and 1996. He took over from Jules Wijdenboschof the
National Democratic Party.

Impunity

There was little or no action until the change of
government tobring to justice those responsible for
human rights abuses committed under previous
governments. These include a1986 massacre of
civilians at the village of Moiwana, the beating of a
prisoner todeath by prison guardsin 1993, and the so-
called "December murders” of 1982.

3 In1982,5 journalists, academics and labour
leaders were extrajudicially executedat Fort
Zeelandia, an army centre near the Surinamese Cabinet
Office, in Paramaribo. On 310ctober2000, after the
change of government, the Court of Justice ordered the
prosecution of former military leader Desi Bouterse
and others in connection with these killings. Dozens of
witnesses, including politicians, were questioned by
the Public Prosecutor’s Office. However, under the
country's 18-year statute of limitations, legal
proceedings should have been concluded by

8 December 2000. At the end of the year, the Public
Prosecutor’s Office was working on a summons to start
apreliminary judicial investigation. DesiBouterse
denied chargesthat he presided over the murders,
saying that he took responsibility only because he was
head of government and the military at the time.

Conditions in prisons and detention centres
Prison conditions were extremely harsh and severely
overcrowded, amounting sometimes to cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment. Conditions of hygiene and
ventilation were poor, with food, blankets, cleaning
equipment, soap and medicines inshortsupply.
Medical care was inadequate. Most prisoners could not
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afford their ownlawyer, and state-funded advisers
were scarce.

Pre-trial detainees constituted a large percentage of
inmates, many of whom wereheld in overcrowded
detention cells at local police stations. Police officers
who had not been trained in prison work served as
jailers in local detention centres.

Beatings of detainees and prisoners were also
reported.

lil-treatment

Human rights groups continued to express concern
about ill-treatment by law enforcement officials. They
documented cases of police ill-treating detainees,
particularly duringarrests, and abuses of prisoners by
guards.

SWAZILAND

KINGDOMOF SWAZILAND

Head of state: King Mswati It

Head of government: Barnabus Sibusiso Dlamini
Capital:Mbabane

Population: 1 million

Official Yanguages: English, Swazi

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Refugee
Convention

Rights of association, assembly and expression
continued to be denied. Opposition protests led to
arbitrary detentions and ill-treatment by the security
forces. Government opponents faced arrest and
politically motivated charges inthe courts. At least
12 deathsentenceswere passed.

Background

The Constitutional Review Commission (CRC),
appointed by King Mswati I11in 1996, presented its
recommendations for a new constitution to the King in
November. Its findings and recommendations were not
made public. The CRC was criticized for limiting public
access to its proceedings.

There were a number of incidents of political
violence. Theyincluded the petrol bombing in
December of magistrates’ courts inMbabane. There
was also a bomb explosion at a security force
encampment in the Macetjeni area in December.

Violations of freedoms of association,
assembly and expression

Journalists faced harassment in reporting political or
human rights issues, In February the government
closed the state-owned Swazi Observer newspaper

after journalists refused to disclose the sources of an
article about a 1998 bomb explosion. In July a case
against journalist Bheki Makhuba forcriminal
defamation was struck off the court roll when the
prosecution failed toappear in court. He had been
briefly detained and charged in 1999 in connection with
anewspaper articleaboutKing Mswati.

Protests overrestrictionson fundamental freedoms
intensified towards the end of 2000. Members of
banned political parties, students and trade union
members held demonstrations and meetings. They
called for an end to the 1973 suspension of freedoms of
association and assembly, the repeal of legal
restrictions on trade union rights and a new
government.

In October the government banned meetings of the
Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) and the
Swaziland National Associationof Teachers(SNAT), and
threatened civil servants with arrest if they
participated instrikesand boycottsdeemedpolitical
The governmentobtainedan Industrial Court order
declaring illegal a proposed strike by the SFTU.
Following the visit of a delegation from the
International Labour Organisation in November, King
Mswatisignedinto law an amended Industrial
Relations Act which restored some trade union
freedoms

Detentions, restrictions and political trials
Opposition leaders were prosecuted on thebasis of
politically motivated charges. Journalists and other
critics were briefly detained without charge or trial. Al
appealed to the government torespectthe rights of its
citizens to non-violent political association and
assembly, and to freedom of expression

&3 Anumber of local and foreign journalists reporting
political protests in October and November were
briefly detained and had film footage confiscated.
Foreignjournalists were orderedto leave the country
&3 On7November SFTU officials were briefly held at a
security forceroadblock outside Mbabane toprevent
them joining protesters seeking to hand a petition
calling for political reforms to the Prime Minister. Jan
Sithole, SFTU Secretary General, was subsequently held
under extra-legal housearrestforseveraldaysand his
communication with others wasrestricted by the
security forces.

&3 0n7November members of the banned opposition
party, the People's United DemocraticMovement
(PUDEMO), were prevented by the security forcesfrom
delivering a petition to the Prime Minister. Mario
Masuku, President of PUDEMO. wasarrestedbypoliceon
10 Novemberandheldincommunicado. On 15 November
he was charged in the High Court with sedition for
allegedly criticizing the Kingand released under
restrictive bail conditions to await trial. The presiding
Judge, theChiefJustice, was later questioned by
government ministers about his decision to grant bail

Thesecurity forces ill-treated and used excessive force
against political activists and protesters.
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3 InFebruary delegates toaSwaziland Youth Congress
conference required hospital treatment for injuries
sustained when police forcibly broke up thegathering
3 InOctober some 200 villagers in Macetjeni and
KaMkhweli were evicted from their homes at gunpoint
by soldiers, apparently because they refused toaccept
the King'sbrother, Prince Maguga, as chief. They were
leftn the countryside without shelter or other basic
necessities. After a petrol bomb attack in December on
Prince Maguga's home, Dumisa Ndhlandhla was
arrested and charged with arson. He was allegedly
beatenandsubjectedto suffocation torture by police
during interrogation.

©3 During protests and strikes in October and
November a number of tradeunion officials and other
protesters were assaulted by the security forces. Musa
Dlamini, SNATSecretary General, was allegedly beaten
at police regional headquarters in Manzini, and
Bongihlanhla Gama, another SNAT official, was shot
and wounded by police. They both required treatment
inhospital

Death penalty

At least 12 death sentences were imposed by the High
Courtin separate murder trials. No executions were
known to have taken place.

SWEDEN

KINGDOM OF SWEDEN

Head of state: King Carl XVI Gustaf

Head of government: Goran Persson

Capital: Stockholm

Population: 8.9 million

Official language: Swedish

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children's Convention on the involve-
ment ofchildren in armed conflict

At least two unarmed people were shot dead by
police, and at least two people died in custodyin
disputed circumstances. More than five years after
the death in custody ofOsmoVallo, no one had been
held accountable.

OsmoVallo

More than five years after thedeath in custodyin
disputed circumstances of Osmo Vailo, the government
established acommission of inquiry into the authorities’
handling of the case; no one hadbeen held accountable.

Osmo Vallo died shortly after his arrest on 30 May

1995. A police officer had stamped on hisback as he lay
facedownon the ground. After he appeared to have
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collapsed, no attempt wasmadeto assist or resuscitate
him. Instead, police officers transported him, still
handcuffed and lying face downwards, to the hospital

In closing the investigation into the case on 30 March
2000, the Prosecutor General acknowledged that Osmo
Vallo may have died from being stamped on the back by
apolice officer. The Prosecutor General also
acknowledged that there had been flaws in the
investigation and urged that a further investigation be
carried out into how the authorities had handled the
different aspects of the case.

There was concern that Osmo Vallo's death was not
an isolated incident; a pattern of similar deaths in
custodyhad beenreported in which the manner of
restraint or excessive use of force by law enforcement
officials may have caused asphyxia. The inadequacy of
many of the investigations into these deaths led Al to
call for atotally independent bodysuch as a
commission of inquiry, possibly including experts
from other countries, to investigate the handling of
Osmo Vallo’s case by the different authorities, as well
as other cases of deaths in custody since 1992.

Inaletter to Alin June, the Minister of Justice stated
that the 21 June report of the Chancellor of justice was
critical of actions taken by various authorities involved
in the handling of the Osmo Vallo case and indicated
flaws within the criminal justice system. The Chancellor
of Justice’s report called for further consideration of
certain questions.

The Chancellor of Justice's report was immediately
followed by a report by the Parliamentary
Ombudsperson who stated that the current procedure
for dealing with complaints against the police was
inadequate and proposed that anindependent system
be blished. The Ombudsperson was particularly
critical of the local prosecutors’ failure toinitiate
preliminary investigations intosome cases of alleged
police misconduct even though such investigations
would havebeen justified. The Minister of Justice
established a commission of inquiry in December to
look into past deaths in custody in order to propose
preventive measures for the future. The commission
was scheduled toreportin one year's time.

Shootings by police
At least two unarmed people were shot dead by police.
©3 Magnus Carlsson, aged 19, was shotdead in Kalmar
on 13 May after a carchase and astruggle with police
officers. A police officer was accused of causing the
death of anotherperson or breach of duty, but was
acquitted in October, after the court accepted that he
hadacted in self-defence.

3 Mikael Pettersson, aged 31, was shot dead on 13
March at Vikbolandet near Norrkdpingafter he crashed
his car while being chased by the police and then tried
torunaway. The police officer reportedly fired a
warningshot, then shot Mikael Pettersson because he
wasconvinced that he was armed. Noweaponwas
found at the scene. In October the police officer was
convicted of breach of duty, aggravatedassault and
causing the death of another person through grave
carelessness and sentenced to 18 months’
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imprisonment. The officerlodged an appeal which was
pending at the end of the year.

Death in prison

In June Bruce Joel Jason Hulthén, a 28-year-old
prisoner, died after being restrained by four prison
guards. He had attempted to escape from the Storboda
Institution in Stockholm. The prison authorities were
immediately alerted to his escape and he was chased
and caught by four prison guards. The prison guards
restrained him, including reportedly by sittingon him
as he lay on the ground. It was also reported that one
guardgrabbed the back of Bruce Joel Jason Hulthén's
head and neck, which may have caused his death. When
the police arrived on the scene shortly afterwards, the
prisoner was apparently already unconscious. The
Regional Director of Prison and Probation Services told
the mediathat the prisoner "wentbluein thefaceand
stopped breathing”. Prisonguards reportedly triedto
resuscitate him, but he wasdead onarrivalat the
hospital. The prison guards weresuspended pending
the police investigation into the death. in October, one
of the prison guards was charged with manslaughter; he
was awaiting trial at the end of the year.

Death in police custody

On 3 November, Peter Andersson, a 35-year-old
suspected burglar, diedafterbeingarrested and
restrained by four police officers in Orebro. The
preliminary report of a post-mortem examination
indicated signs of violence on hisface,arms, legsand
body as well as symptoms of death from asphyxia.

Forcible return

In November the UN Committee against Torture
concluded that the decisions of the Swedish
immigration authorities in connection with the case of
an Iranian woman had constituted a violation of
Sweden'sobligations under the UN Convention against
Torture. The woman feared that she might be sentenced
todeath by stoning for adultery if she was returned
tolran.

Al countryreport

« Concerns in Europe, January — June 2000: Sweden
(Al Index: EUR01/003/2000)
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SWI

SWITZERLAND

SWISS CONFEDERATION

Head of state and government: Adolf Ogi
Capital: Bern

Population: 7.3 million

Official languages: German, French, Italian
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Children's Conventiononthe
involvement of children in armed conflict

There were further allegations of ill-treatment of
criminal suspects by police and of foreign nationals
during forcible deportation. Some official
investigationsintosuch allegations were
unsatisfactory. A criminal investigation continued
into the death of an asylum-seeker during
deportation in 1999. A military appeal court
confirmed that a Rwandese national was guilty of
war crimes.

Background

Anew Federal Constitution which came into force in
January included specific prohibitions on torture and
all other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment and on the return of any individual to a
state where they would risk such treatment.

In Marcha national referendum voted infavourofa
packageofreforms in the justice system, already
approved by parliament, including the eventual
unification of the existing 26 cantonal codes of penal
procedureand three federal laws on penal procedure
The text of adraft bill of unification was expected in
200i. Inprevious years both the UN Human Rights
Committee and the UN Committee against Torture had
recommended that Switzerland intensify itsefforts to
harmonize the cantonal codes, particularly with regard
to the granting of certain legal guarantees providing
safeguards against ill-treatment in police custody.

lll-treatment on arrest

There were fresh reports of police ill-treatment of
detainees, often accompanied by racist abuse in the
case of non-Caucasians. Some criminal and
administrative ir ons intosuch all ns
were inadequate. In its second reporton Switzerland,
published in March, the Council of Europe’s
Commission against Racism and Intolerance noted
reports concerning police ill-treatment "particularly of
non-citizens and Swiss offoreignorigin” and stressed
"the importance of setting up an independent body to
investigate complaints of police ill-treatment” and of
more systematic police training on "thesubject of
racism and discrimination”.

©3 A criminal investigation wasopened into a
complaint which Rashid Abdul-Ackah, a Swiss citizen of
Ghanaian origin, lodged against members of Zurich
Municipal Police inDecember1999. He said that while
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walking through central Zurich, poiice officers
subjected him torepeated, unnecessary identity
checks.knocked him to the ground, handcuffed him,
subjected him toracist abuse and transferred im toa
police station where he was forced to strip. Within
hoursof his release, without charge, alocal hospital
issued a medical certificate recording bruises on his left
armand head. He maintained that there werenolegal
groundsforhis detention and that the police had taken
him to the police station in order to humiliate him.

3 In January a 17-year-old Angolan schoolboy lodged
acriminal complaint against three Geneva police
officers. Heaccusedthem of kicking and beating him
with truncheons until he lostconsciousness and
subjecting him to racist abuse after detaining him in
November 1999 on suspicion of being involved in a
streetfight. He was held in a police station overnight,
then chargedwith resisting the police, but
subsequentlyacquitted. In April the Geneva Attorney
General, who had opened a preliminary inquiry
entrusted to thepolice, ruled that there wereno
grounds to justify further investigation and closed the
inquiry The boy had never beenquestionedabout his
allegations. In August, followingan appeal, a Geneva
court ruled that an investigating magistrate should
carryout a full inquiry into the allegations, including
questioning the boy and other relevant witnesses.

I1l-treatment iutirag ¢ {aiiar

There were allegations thatpolice officers subjected
some foreign nationals resisting deportation to
physical assault, death threats and racistabuse
immediately prior to and during forcible deportations
from Zurich-Kloten and Geneva airports. There were
also unconfirmed reports that on occasion recalcitrant
deportees weregivensedatives inorder to subdue
themratherthan for purely medical reasons. Some
deportees claimed that they were deprived of food,
liquid and access to a lavatory for many hours until
theyreached their destination.

There were also claims that some form of mouth
restraint wasusedinisolated cases involving
deportationsfrom Zurich. The use of any materialsor
methods which could block an individual's airwaysis
highly dangerous and can result in fatalities. ftwas
unclearwhether any explicitinstructionbanning the use
of all forms of mouthrestraintwas in existenceand
whetheraninternal service instruction issuedtoZurich
Cantonal Police in May 1998, explicitly authorizing
gagging as ameans of restraint during deportation, had
beenwithdrawn. In August 1999 the Zurich cantonal
government had announced thatadhesive tape would no
longerbe used to cover deportees’ mouths to prevent
them shouting. In September 2000, it stated that a
speciallymodified helmet introduced in July 1999, which
hada chin-cup attachedforcingthe jaws closed and a
cover which could be placed across the mouth, had not
been used since September t1999. Thegovernmentsaid
that the helmet wasno longer necessary because
“forseeablydifficult” deportations now took place via
specially charteredflights and no longeron normal
passengerflights. It added thatopen-facedrubber
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helmets were inuseto prevent recalcitrant deportees
injuring themselves.

The Zurich government refused to supply Al or the
Zurich parliament with copies of internal service
instructions or any written guidelines issued to police
officers concerning the treatment of detainees during
forcible deportation. In November it stated that officers
were authorized to wear masks during deportation
operations, for their own protection. There was concern
that, if masked officers did not display some form of
identification prominently on their uniforms, this could
preventidentification of alleged assailants and thus
provide them with complete impunity.

3 Gilbert Kouam Tamo, aCameroonian, alleged that
during his deportation from Zurich in April, masked
officerskicked and punched him, beat him with batons,
applied suchpressureto his neck that he felt he was
choking, presseda pillow over his faceand, when he
wasbound hand and foot and attached to an airline
seatby severalbelts, twicepunched him in the face. He
also claimed thatthere was an unsuccessful attempt to
inject himandthathe was deprived of food anddrink
during a nine-hour flight. A hospital in Cameroon
recorded extensive cuts and bruises to his face

and body.

Khaled Abuzarifa

In January the Biilach Public Prosecutor's office
investigating the death of Khaled Abuzarifa, a
Palestinian, duringdeportationfromZurich-Kloten
airportin March 1999, announced that, in view of the
findings of a post-mortem examination, three police
officers and a doctor employed by the Canton of Bern,
where the deportation operation began, had been put
under formal investigation in connection with possible
manslaughter charges.

Khaled Abuzarifa was given a sedative tablet, had his
mouthsealed with adhesive tape, wasboundhandand
foot, and strapped into a wheelchair in preparation for
deportation. The post-mortem report concluded that
he died of suffocationas a result of the restraining
measures towhich hewas subjected. It criticized the
escorting police officersfor losing valuable time in
removingtheadhesive tape after observing that he was
unwell and noted that they had not received relevant
training. The doctor, who assisted at the taping of the
mouth and certified it as safe, even though the
deportee wasonly able to breath through one nostril,
wascriticizedforfailing toprovidethem with relevant
instructions. A supplementary forensic reportwas
subsequently drawn up at the request of the accused
and the criminal investigation remained open at the
end of the year.

Universal jurisdiction over war crimes

In May a military appeal court reduced a sentence of
life imprisonment passed on Fulgence Niyonteze, a
former local government official in Rwanda, to 14 years'
imprisonment. In 1999, in the first trial of itskind in the
national jurisdiction of a foreigncountry, a military
court had found Fulgence Niyonteze guilty of murder,
incitement tomurder and war crimes in the context of
the 1994 genocide in Rwanda.
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The appeal court found him guilty of war crimes and
sentenced him for violation of the Geneva Conventions
but set aside the charges of murder and incitement to
murder, declaring that military jurisdictionwas not
competent to examinesuch offences when committed
abroadby acivilian. Both Fulgence Niyontezeand the
prosecutor lodged appeals against the sentence. As in
the firstinstance trial, there was concern that the
anonymity of witnesses was not adequately protected
during the appeal hearings.

Al countryreport
« Concems in Europe, January - June 2000: Switzerland
{Al Index: EUR 01/003/2000)

SYRIA

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

Head of state: Bashar al-Assad (replaced Hafez al-Assad
inJuly)

Head of government: Muhammad Mustafa Miro
(replaced Mahmud al-Zu’bi in March)

Capital: Damascus

Population: 16.1 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the Intermational Criminal Court

Hundreds of political prisoners including prisoners of
conscience were released during 2000, mostly as the
resultof a presidential amnesty issued in November.
Restrictions on freedom of expression were
apparently relaxed to some extent. Dozens of people
werearrested during 2000 for political reasons.
Hundreds of political prisoners, including prisoners
of conscience, remained in detention without trial or
serving long sentences passed after unfair trials by
the Supreme State Security Court (SSSC). At least one
political prisoner died in custody and scores of ill
political detainees remained heldin cruel and
inhumanconditions. Thefate ofhundreds of people
who “disappeared"” in the late 1970s and 1980s
remained unknown. There were continuing reportsof
torture and ill-treatment of political detainees.

Background
Following the death of President Hafez al-Assad in June,
hisson Basharal-Assadwas elected Presidentin a
general referendum in July. He wasnominatedas the sole
candidate for the presidency by the ruling Ba'th party.
There were calls for political and economic
liberalization from people including members of the
National Assembly. A public statement issued by 99
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Syrian intellectuals, mostly resident in Syria, called for
the lifting of the state of emergency, which has beenin
place since 1963, and the release of political prisoners.
This was the first time that such a statement had been
issued without those involved being arrested and
detained or otherwise harassed. In addition, the Ba'th
party leadership approved a resolution allowing junior
members of the Progressive National Front, including
the twowings of the SyrianCommunist Party, to publish
their own newspapers.

Human rights defenders

Restrictions imposed on the Committees for the
Defence of Democratic Freedoms and Human Rights in
Syria (CDF) were relaxed during2000, allowinga
plenary meeting to take place, attended by CDF
membersand other human rights activists and
intellectuals. (In arelated development, the
restrictions imposed on the movement of Aktham
Nu‘aysa, aformerprisoner of conscience, were lifted)
During 2000, four members of the CDF who had been
detained in connection with the distribution of a CDF
leaflet marking the anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights were released, although
prisoner of conscience Nizar Nayyufremainedin
detention. The four released prisoners were 'Afif
Muzhir, Muhammad Ali Habib, Bassamal-Shaykhand
Thabit Murad.

3 Humanrights defender Nizar Nayyufremained
held despite his ill-health, after beingmovedto
Sednaya Prison following the closure during the year of
Mezze Prison. Sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment for
his involvement with the CDF, he was held in solitary
confinement. Nizar Nayyuf wassufferingfrom, among
other things, adisease of the lower spine, apparently
causedasa result of torture; weakening of the legs,
leaving him unable to walk unaided; anddeteriorating
eyesight.

Arrests
Sporadic arrest and detention of individuals for
political reasons continued during 2000.

Among those detained were individuals critical of the
government and nationals of neighbouring Arab
countries.

There were reports about the arrest and detention of
asylum-seekersforciblyreturned to Syria. They
included Hussain Daoud, reportedly forcibly returned
toSyriafrom Germany accompanied by German police
officers. He was reportedly arrested in Decemberat
Damascus airport and transferred to Far' Falastin,
Palestine Branch, where he was held at the end of 2000.
His arrest was believed to be connected to his
involvement with the unauthorized Kurdish Popular
Union Party in Syria.

Thearrestand transfer fromLebanon to Syriaof at
leastfive Lebanese soldiers inigggcameto light. They
included sergeants Nimer al-Naddaf and Fuad ‘Asaker
They were held incommunicado in detention centres
including Far'Falastin, Palestine Branch, and Far ‘al-
Tahqiq al-'Askari, Military Interrogation Branch, where
torture and ill-treatment were routine.
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There were reports of harassment and intimidation
of former prisoners of conscience released during the
yearand of the families of exiled Syrians.
€3 Ra'ad Washil Muhammad al-Shammari, an Iragi
national aged 42, was arrested in June and was
reportedly held incommunicado in a detention centre
inDamascus. Married with four children, Ra'ad Washil
Muhammad al-Shammari was apparently arrested
solely for political reasons and there were fears that he
may have beentortured. He had in the past been
detained forseveralyearsin Iraq for his involvement
with the unauthorized Iraqi Communist Party.

3 Relatives of a former prisoner of conscience who
sought asylum overseas were repeatedly summoned to
the Political Security Department for questioning about
his whereabouts. Members of his family, including his
wife and children, were held for hours at the security
office almost daily and subjected to verbal abuse and
beating. Before managing toescape, the former
prisoner of conscience used to be summoned regularly
to the same department andsubjected to torture and
ill-treatment.

Releases of political prisoners

Presidential amnesty

Hundreds of political prisoners, including prisoners of
conscience, were released in November following an
amnestyissuedby PresidentBasharal-Assad marking
the 30th anniversary of the military coup which
brought the late President Hafez al-Assad topowerin
1970. The main beneficiaries were members of the
unauthorized al-lkhwan al-Muslimun, Muslim
Brotherhood, and their sympathizers. They hadbeen
held, mostly ncommunicado, in Tadmur Prison. Some
had been detained without trial since 1979. Out of a
total of around 600 released prisoners, according to
the official media, more than 400 had been held in
Tadmur Prison.

Among thosereleasedwere scores of prisoners of
conscience, most of whom were detained in
connection withtheirinvolvementwiththe
unauthorized Hizb al-'Amal al-Shuyu'i (PCA), Party for
Communist Action, and a/-Hizbal-Shuyu'ial-Maktab
al-Siyassi(CPPB), Communist Party— Political
Bureau. All theseprisoners of conscience had been
sentenced to up to 15 years' imprisonment after unfair
trials before the SSSC. They included Faraj Ahmad
Birqdar, Jurays Yusuf al-Tall;, Nu'man ‘Ali ‘Abdu and
‘Umar al-Hayek

Thepresidentialamnestyalso led to the release of 46
Lebanese political detainees, some of whom who had
been imprisoned since the98os.

Other releases

A pattern of releases of political prisoners, including
prisoners of conscience, af ter the expiry of their
sentences or after long-termdetention without trial,
continued during 2000. Amongthosereleased were
prisoners of conscience Fateh Jamus and Aslan ‘Abd al-
Karim, both leading members of the PCA, whohad been
held beyond the expiry of their 15-year sentences. Also
released were more than 20 Jordanian and Palestinian
political prisoners.
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Prisoners of conscience

Although the number of prisoners of conscience
decreasedsignificantly during 2000 as a result of
releases, dozens remained in detention, some of them
servinglongsentencespassed by the SSSC after unfair
trials. They included nine members of the PCAserving
up to 22 years’ imprisonment, and scores of prisoners of
conscience or possible prisoners of conscience
detained incommunicado since the late 1970s in
connection with their involvement with the Muslim
Brotherhood, whose fate remained unknown. All the
remaining prisoners of conscience whohad been
sentenced to prison terms of up to i5 years in
connection with their membership of the CPPB were
released during 2000.

3 'Abd al-'Aziz al-Khayyir was arrested in February
1992 by members of al-Mukhabarat al-'Askariyya,
Military Intelligence, in connection with his
involvement with the PCA, alongwith a dozenother
leading members of the PCA. All were reportedly
tortured and ill-treated during their initial stage of
detention. In August 1995, he was sentenced by the
$SSCto 22 years' imprisonment after an unfair trial.
‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Khayyir wastried together with Bahjat
Sha'bu, 'Abbas Mahmud ‘Abbas, Muhammad Hasan
Mi'mar and ‘Adnan Mahfuz, who alsoremained in
prisonserving up 1o 17 years' imprisonment.

‘Disappearances’

The cases of hundreds of people, including suspected
members of the Muslim Brotherhood and Lebanese
nationals, who "disappeared” in the late 1970s and
1980s remained unresolved. Despite the release of 46
Lebanese political prisoners, the fate of scores of
others remained unknown. Theyincluded Lebanese
soldiers believed to have been taken to Syria in October
1990 following armed clashes between Syrian forces
and troops loyal to the former Lebanese Army
Commander Michel ‘Aoun.

©3 Khadija Yahya Bukhari, a Lebanese woman singer,
"disappeared” following her arrest in Syria on 29 April
1992. Al was informed by theauthorities during 2000
that she had in fact been sentenced to death and
executed on 2 December 1992. The authorities had not
informed her family about her execution or handed
over her body. The authorities stated that she had been
executed on charges of spying for the Israeli
intelligence service in Cyprusand recruiting a Syrian
officerto cooperate with the Israeli intelligence
service. The Syrian officer, whoaccordingto Al's
information was herhusband, wasalso sentenced to
deathand executed. The authorities did not provide his
nameor thedate of his execution.

Political prisoners

Hundreds of long-termpolitical prisoners, including
members of the Muslim Brotherhood, the Arab
Communist Party (ACP) and the Democratic Ba'th Party
(DBP), remained held in prisons since being arrestedin
the 1970sandig9Bos. Many were held incommunicado
without trial and otherswereserving long sentences
passed after unfair trials.
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Reportsindicated that members of the ACP were
particularly harshly treated while held in Sednaya
Prison. They were said to be suffering from serious
health and mental problems. They included Haytham
Na ‘al, a university law student arrested in 197s;
Ghayyath Shima, a university science student; and Faris
Murad.

Scores of people, including women taken as
“"hostages" in the early 1980s and in recent years
instead of relatives suspected of links with the Muslim
Brotherhood, remained detained incommunicado in
Tadmur Prisonandother detention centres.

&3 Midhat Munir Tayfur, a 46-year-old foreman, was
reportedly arrested by the Syrian security forcesat
Dar'a at the Syrian- Jordanian border on 22 May 1998,
despite having permission from the Syrian embassy in
Jordan to visit his family. Midhat Munir Tayfur, married
with five children, is the brother of a leading member
of the Muslim Brotherhood. Since his arrest, he has
been held incommunicado, apparently at the Military
Interrogation Branch in Damascus. There were serious
concerns about his fate and fears that he may have
been tortured to extract information about his

brother.

There were fewer reports of torture during 2000, but
the systemallowing for its application remained intact
andtherewereapparently noinvestigationsinto
previous allegations of torture and ill-treatment.
Tortureandill-treatment of political detainees
continued to be systematically applied in Tadmur
Prisonand other detention centres, including Palestine
Branch and the Military Interrogation Branch in
Damascus and other centres operated by the Political
Security Department.
©3 One prisoner, held incommunicado for sevendays
in December in lieu of his exiled relative, was reported
to have been tortured by the method known as dullab,
beating with sticks and cables while hanging from a
suspended tyre.

According to reports reaching Al from Tadmur
Prisonduring 2000, torture and ill-treatment, though
decreasedin intensity, continued to be routine.
Political prisoners, including those whowereitl, were
reported to be held insolitary confinement in
underground cells. They were reportedly subjected to
falaga, beating on the soles of the feet, and repeated
kickings, especially on the back and hips, leading to
fractured vertebrae. Political prisoners were also
allegedly ordered to beat fellow prisoners, especially
those fromtheirown political parties. Political
prisoners who refused toobey orders were reportedly
tortured.

Deaths in custody

At least one political prisoner died in custody.

3 'Attiyah Diab ‘Attiyah died in February in Tadmur
Prison, apparently as a result of torture and ill-
treatment coupled withiliness. 'Attiyah Diab ‘Attiyah
was arrested inLebanon in 1989 for his involvement
with the Fatah Movement and transferred to Syria.
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Death penalty
Thedeath penalty remained applicablein law for a
widerange of crimes but information on the number of
death sentences and executions during 2000 wasnot
availlable.

Government communications
Alsentseveral letters to the authorities. Among the
issues raised were cases of arbitrary detention

The authorities responded, addressingsome of Al's
concerns

Al actions

Al submitted dozensofcasesfromSyria to the UN
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the UN
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances.

TAIWAN

TAIWAN

President: Chen Shui-bian (replaced Lee Teng-hui in
May)

Head of government: Chang Chen-hsiung (replaced
Tang Fel in October, who replaced Vincent Siew in May)
Capital: Taipei

Population: 22.2 million

Official language: Mandarin Chinese

Death penalty: retentionist

The newgovernmentofPresident Chen Shui-bian
publicly committed itselftothe protection of human
rights. However, legislative reforms to ensure
improvements in human rights were not enacted
during 2000. The death penalty continued to be
imposed and at least 17 people were executed.

Background

In the March presidential elections, Chen Shui-bian of
the Democratic Progressive Party was elected as the
first non-Kuomintang President of Taiwan.

Thenewgovernment includedmany former political
prisoners, including prisoners of conscience and
humanrightsactivists. In his inaugural speech on 20
May, President Chen Shui-bian requested the advice of
Al in bringing Taiwan's domestic law into conformity
with the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and in establishing a National Human Rights
Committee.

Political and economic instability within Taiwan
increased. Prime MinisterTangFei of the largest party in
thelegislative Yuan, the Kuomintang, resigned in October
following disputes over the construction of a nuclear
plant. The new Prime Minister, Chang Chen-hsiung, came
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from the same party as the President, the Democratic
Progressive Party, but the President found it difficult to
steer legislation throughtheopposition-controiled
legislature There was also concern that the economy was
slowing down and unemployment was rising

Taiwan planned to commence historic direct
contacts with the People‘s Republic of China by
permitting the "three mini links” of direct trade,
transportation and postal servicesbetween the cities of
Kinmen (Quemoy) and Matsu in Taiwan, and Xiamen
and Fuzhou in China

Taiwangainedgreater integration within the
international community. It was expected to enter the
WorldTrade Organization in 2001 and was represented
at the ministerial level at the regional APEC meeting

Legal reforms
Thegovernment statedts intention to introduce
structural and legislative changes to improve human
rights Vice-President Annette Liu, aformer prisoner of
conscience, was appointed chief coordinator of the
President’s Advisory Group on Human Rights. The
Group's mandate included compiling a work of
reference on humanrights foruse in Taiwan; promoting
a National Human Rights Bill; considering the formation
of aNational Human Rights Committee; promoting
human rights education; and reviewing Taiwan’'s human
rights conditions

A preparatory committee led by Annette Liu was
formed to consider the mandate and the process of
establishment of a National Human Rights Committee.
Proposals from non-governmental organizations

TAJIKISTAN

REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN

Head of state: Imomali Rakhmonov

Head of government: Akil Akilov

Capital: Dushanbe

Population: 6.1 million

Official language:Tajik

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Optional
Protocol tothe UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute
ofthe International Criminal Court

At least 38 people were reportedly sentenced to
death during 2000, although the true number was
believed to be much higher. One death sentence was
known to have been commuted. There were reports
of torture and ill-treatment of detainees.

Background
in February the People’s Democratic Party won
Tajikistan's first multiparty parliamentary elections
since the signing of the 1997 peace agreement.
However, independent international observers stated
that the elections had been tainted by official meddling.
The opening of the bicameral parliament, following
elections to the upper chamber in March, officially
concludedthe peace process. The bodyresponsible for

included the formation of an autonomous commission
in line with international standards. The Kuomintang
party proposed a part-time, ad hoccommussion.

Conscientious objectors to military service

On s January, the military conscription law was revised
and a provision was created for civilian service as an
alternative to military service.

On 10 December, there was a presidential amnesty
for 21 prisoners, including 19 jehovah's Witnesses who
had been convicted of refusing toundergo mandatory
military servicefor religious reasons.

Death penalty

There were at least t7executions during 2000. There
were no reforms to laws providing amandatory death
penalty for a wide range of crimes.

&3 Thecase ofSu Chien-ho, Liu Bin-lang and Chuang
Lin-hsun, known as the "Hsichih trio”, who were
sentenced to death in 1992, was sent to the Taipei High
Courtforaretrial. The retrial started inNovember and
was broadcast live on television. Al hadearliercalled
on the government to institute a thorough, impartial
and independent investigation intoreports that the
three men were tortured while in police custody and
confessedunder duress, and had called for aretrial. Al
had expressed concern thattheirearlier trial didnot
conform to international standards of fairness, and
that it appeared that they had been convicted on the
basis of confessions extracted under torture.

236

pl the peace agreement, the National
Reconciliation Commission, wasdissolved. Themandates
of the UN Mission of Observers in Tajikistan (UNMOT)
and of the Commonwealth of Independent States peace-
keeping force ended in May and September respectively

The Tajik, Kyrgyz and Uzbek authorities joined forces
against the banned Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan
(IMU) following incursions by IMU members into
Kyrgyzstanand Uzbekistan (see entries on Kyrgyzstan
and Uzbekistan)

By the end of December, some 10,000 refugees heading
forTajikistantoescape the fighting in northern Afghanistan
were reportedly stranded in very poor conditions along
the Panj River which marks the Tajik-Afghan border.
Despite Tajikistan's international obligations, the
refugees were denied access to Tajik territory.

The level of political violence remained high. Among
the victims of assaults and killings were government
officials and former commanders of the United Tajik
Opposition

Reportedly at least 200 suspectedsupportersof the
banned Islamist party, Hizb-ut-Tahrir, Party of
Liberation, faced criminal proceedings. The charges
against them included anti-constitutional activity,
fuelling religious strife and calling for the overthrow of
the existing state system

Therewere reportsoftorture and ill-treatment by law
enforcement officersin detention facilities. One
detainee was allegedly forced to undergo an abortion
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&3 Dilfuza Numonova, who was held in Dushanbe
Prison under sentence of death (seebelow), stated that
she was taken to hospital and forced to have an
abortionin late January. UnderTajik law pregnant
women cannot be executed. She maintained that she
wasinnocent and had confessed to murder under
duress.

Death penalty

Under the criminal code, 15 offences were punishable
bydeath. However, there were no comprehensive
statistics on the use of the death penalty, which
remained a state secret. One death sentence was
known to havebeen commuted.

©3 Rustam Baybulatov wassentencedto death by
Dushanbe City Court in September. He had been
convicted of charges including "banditry” in connection
with his alleged membership of a banned armed group.
He had beenarrested in February after threateninga
former UNMOT staff member in order to extort money.
The chairman of the court reportedly stated thatin
passing sentence the court had taken into account the
factthatthevictimbelonged toan international
organization and was a foreign national.

3 Injanuary, 2i-year-old Dilfuza Numonova was
convicted of killing her lover in November 1999 and
sentenced todeathbyDushanbe City Court. Her trial
was reportedly unfair. In July, following international
pressure, her sentence was commuted to is years’
imprisonment by the Presidium of the Supreme Court of
Tajikistan.
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TANZANIA

UNITED REPUBLIC O FTANZANIA

Head of state: Benjamin Mkapa

Head of government: Frederick Sumaye

Capital: Dares Salaam

Population: 33.5million

Official fanguages: Kiswahili, English

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the Intemational Criminal Court

Scores of opposition political activists were arrested
and ill-treated on the semi-autonomous island of
Zanzibar in the context of elections which were
widely seen as unfair. Eighteen opposition leaders
and theirsupporterswerereleased after more than
two years in jail as prisoners of conscience.

Background
The much-debated Zanzibar constitutional reform
agreement of 199g between the ruling Chamacha
Mapinduzi(CCM), Party of the Revolution, and the main
opposition party, the Civic United Front (CUF),
remained unimplemented. Elections were held in
October, despite controversy over the independence of
the electoral commission, particularly in Zanzibar.
Political tension on Zanzibar between the CCM and the
CUF escalated as the election drew near. International
observers concluded that the poll was fairly conducted
on the mainland, but not in Zanzibar. President
Benjamin Mkapa was re-elected on the mainland and
announced his wish to cooperate with the opposition.

The CUF refused toaccept the result in Zanzibar,
where the electoral commissionorderedare-runin 16
of the 50 constituencies. The CCM presidential
candidate, Amam Abeid Karume, won the second ballot
on g November. This ballot, along with parliamentary
sessionsafter the election, was boycotted by the
opposition. At the end of the year, CUF and CCM leaders
were negotiating through intermediaries.

Therewas no progress on a promised Tanzanian
human rights commission.

Zanzibar

Treason trial

In January thetrial of 18 CUF leaders and their
supporters chargedwith treason was again adjourned.
On 26 January, anew Zanzibar Attorney General was
appointed. His predecessor reportedly stated that the
CUF trial was a political issue and that the accused
"deserved tobe hanged”.

An appeal, lodged on the basis that Zanzibar did not
have a legal right to bring charges of treason as itwas
notasovereign state, wasfinallyheard in August, but
the court deferred judgment to await further
information. The 18 remained in custody until g
November when charges against themweredropped.
Theappeal courtverdictconfirmed that there was no
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legal basis for the charges. Allwereprisonersof
conscience who hadbeenheld for at least two years,
and many for more than three

Arrests and ill-treatment of CUF supporters

The January adjournment in the treason trial provoked
mass protests which were brutally broken up by armed
police. Some 30 people were injured, including 14 police
officers, and 4o arrested. A CUF rally planned for the
following day was banned. Some 30 people were held in
custodyforseveral weeks; charges against them were
still pending at the end of the year

Widespread arbitrary beatings of some 300
opposition party supporters and the arrest of more
than 100 others followed an incident on 2 April when
armed police, raiding a CUF office meeting, were
disarmed and beaten by CUF guards. One CUF
supporter reportedly died as a result of a police
beating. Some werereleased without charge, others
were released on bail. Twenty-one others, including
CUF secretary general Seif Sharif Hamad, were later
arrested, andcharged withrobbery with violence, but
released on bail. Seif Sharif Hamad and his campaign
manager alsofacedcharges of taking partinan illegal
demonstration for their campaigning activities in late
September.

There were further short-term arrests and beatings
of prisoners and demonstrators in the run-up to the
elections. On n October, six people were reportedly
injured on Zanzibar when police opened fire to disperse
CUF supporters ata campaign rally at their branch
office. This appeared to be part of a continuing pattern
of intimidation and harassment

On 30 October police in riot gear opened fire with live
ammunition, tear gas and rubber bullets on
demonstrators protesting againstirregularities in the
elections. Scores of people, including bystandersnot
involved in the protest, were reportedly injured, at
least one seriously. Thirty-two people were arrested
and charged with “causinga breach of the peace”

Following the elections, there were reports of
several explosions, one of which extensively damaged
the Zanzibar Electoral Commussion office in Pemba on
27December, and numerous arrests and beatings. The
authorities blamed the explosions on the opposition
and more than 40 people connected with the
opposition were detained; some were formally charged
in relation to the explosions. The CUF claimed that the
charges were fabricated

Freedom of expression and assembly

3 InFebruary, 10 suspected followers of Sheikh Issa
Ponda, a Muslim leaderin Mwanza, were charged with
illegal assembly and inciting Mushms to revolt against
the government, after they held a meeting todiscuss
the February 1998 Mwembechairiots in Dar es Salaam.
Theywere released on bail afewdayslater, and had not
been tried by the end of the year.

3 In November Ally Saleh, a reporter for the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) and human rights
activist, was arrested and falsely charged with
kidnapping two women. He had persistently reported
on the chaotic election period and human rights abuses
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in Zanzibar. He was released on bail after 12 hours in
custody. Charges were later dropped.

Refugees

Implementation of the 1998 Refugees Act, under
which all refugees from Burundi and Rwanda were
required to go to refugee camps, began in February
2000. However, many refugees were not taken to
refugee camps. By May, 8o Rwandese and 580
Burundian refugees who had settled in villages along
the border region, some since the 1960s, were forcibly
returned to their countries of origin and scores of
others were detained awaiting possible refoulement.
There were some allegations of ill-treatment. Families
were separated and refugees given no chance to
collect their possessions.

In aseparate case, two Rwandese refugees accused
of helping the former speaker of the Rwandese National
Assembly to fleeRwanda, were arrested in February
shortly after their arrival in Tanzania and forcibly
returned to Rwanda, although they were clearlyunder
the protection of the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR). In Rwanda they were immediately
takenintomilitary custodyand reportedly tortured
before being released.

Despite measures taken by the UNHCR and the
Tanzanian government, many women and girl refugees
in Tanzania faced sexual and domestic violence both
inside and outside the camps. There were frequent
reports of women being attacked and raped by local
villagers when they left the camps to collect firewood.
3 Inone case dating back to 1999, 1 people charged
with assaulting a group of Burundian refugee women
and girls and raping at least 10, including one girl, were
summarily acquitted in December because the
prosecutor was late. [n June 2000 this ruling was
successfully appealed against and the case has been
reopened

Nearly 200 Burundianrefugees, including young
children, were arrested during the year on suspicion of
links with Burundian armed opposition groups. Most
werereturned to the camps butsomeremainedin
detention in harsh conditions on charges of illegally
leaving the camps. There were further reports of
recruitment from the camps by all Burundian armed
opposition groups.

Extradition

In August Bernard Ntuyahaga, a former Rwandese army
officer accused of murdering the Prime Minister and
10Belgian peace-keepers inigg4,remainedin prison
while appealing against extradition to Rwanda. Al
remained concerned that if extradited he could facean
unfairtrial and, if convicted, thedeath penalty.

Other concerns

Courts continued to pass death sentences, but for the
sixth successive year no one was executed. Non-
governmental organizations, including Al, continued
to campaign against female genital mutilation,
advocating bothlegal reform and greater popular
awareness.
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Witchcraftkillings

There were further reported killings of elderly people,
mostly women, suspectedof witchcraft, particularly in
the Shinyanga and Mwanza districts. In June, the
Tanzania Media Women's Association launched a video
to raise awareness about the issue and stated that over
the past 10 years, thousands of people had been
lynched by witch-hunting mobs. The government
pledged to increase efforts to stem the killings.

Al country reports

« Great Lakes Region: Refugees denied protection
(Al Index: AFR 02/002/2000)

 Tanzania: A human rights brieffor election observers
(Al Index:AFR 56/013/2000)

THAILAND

KINGDOM OFTHAILAND

Head of state: KingBhumibol Adulyadej

Head of government: Chuan Leekpai

Capital: Bangkok

Population: 60.6 million

Official language: Thai

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute
of the International Criminal Court

In January, 10 Myanmar nationals were shot dead
bythe security forces afterthey had taken patients
and staffof Raatchaburi Hospital hostage. The
same month, one Myanmar national convicted of
drugs trafficking was executed. At least one person
reportedly died as a result of torture by police. Poor
prison conditions, including severe overcrowding,
continuedto be reported. More than 14,000
asylum-seekers from the Karen and Karenni ethnic
minorities in Myanmarentered refugee camps,
whose population increased to 115,000. More than
100,000 Shan asylum-seekers from Myanmar

continued to be denied access tocampsin Thailand.

Several Myanmar nationals were forcibly returned
to Myanmar where they were at risk of human
rights violations. The Prime Minister dissolved
parliament in November, and in consultation with
the Elections Commission, set the election date for
January 2001.

Hostage-taking and extrajudicial executions
In January, 10 heavily armed Myanmar nationals
believed to be led by the Vigorous Burmese Student
Warriors, whoin October 1999 seized the Myanmar
embassy in Bangkok, took hundreds of patients and
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staff hostage at Raatchaburi Hospital. The group
reportedly demanded medical assistance for people in
Kamaplaw, a settlement in Myanmar near Thailand,
which was controlled by God's Army, aKarenarmed
opposition group. Kamaplaw had been attacked by the
Myanmar army and reportedly shelled by the gth
Division of the Thai First Army. Security forces secured
Raatchaburi Hospital less than 24 hours after its seizure,
shooting dead all 10 men, although no civilian
casualties were reported. Someof the 10 were
reportedly extrajudicially executed after they had
surrendered, but no investigation was known to have
been conducted. In October the bodies of nine of the
men, which remained unclaimed by relatives, were
cremated in Raatchaburi by the authorities. One body
had previously been claimed by a Muslim organization
for burial.

Refugees and migrant workers

About 1,000 refugees from Myanmar were resettled to
third countries from Maneloy camp as part of the Thai
authorities’ ongoing policy to ensure the resettiement
of all Myanmar political opposition activists. In
February Myanmar national Saw Tin Oo was forcibly
returned by the Thai authorities to Myanmar, where he
was arrested, tried and sentenced to death by the
Myanmar authorities

Migrant workers and asylum-seekers from Myanmar
continued to be arrested throughout the year, held in
poor conditions in Immigration Detention Centres and
forcibly returned to the Myanmar-Thai border. In
February, in the aftermath of the January hospital siege
and in the run-up to an international UN meeting in
Bangkok, thousands of Myanmar nationals were
arrested in Bangkok alone. Migrant workers and
asylum-seekers from countries which do not border
Thailand werearrested for "illegal immigration” and
were forced toremain in Immigration Detention
Centres for long periods

In January about 1,000 Karen asylum-seekers fled to
Thailand after attacks by theMyanmararmy on the Me
Pia base of the KarenNational Union, the main Karen
armed opposition group in Myanmar. The asylum-
seekers were forcibly returned to Myanmar by the First
Army's gth Division. Afewdays later, after further
attacks by the Myanmar army resulting in civilian
casualties, thesame group fledagain, and were allowed
to remain at Bo Wii, Raatchaburi Province. The First
Army’s gth Division initially blocked them from
entering refugee camps but they weremoved to Don
Yang refugee camp in February.

In January, after the attack on Kamaplaw, more than
400 Karen asylum-seekers fled to Thailand. Some 50
Karenmale asylum-seekers from this group
"disappeared" after havingbeenarrested by the gth
Division, reportedly for national security reasons. Al
hadno further information about theirfate

More than 100,000 Shan asylum-seekers who had
fled human rights violations in Myanmar continued to
bedenied access torefugee campsand were treated by
the Thai authorities as "illegal immigrants”, liable to
arrestand deportation
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Political imprisonment

Sok Yoeun, a Cambodian refugee and prisoner of
conscience in Thailand, was arrested in Decemberiggg
for "illegal immigration” and detained throughout the
year pending possible extradition to Cambodia. The
Cambodian governmentaccused him of involvementin
arocket attack onPrime Minister Hun Sen’s motorcade
in September 1998, but there was no evidence linking
him to the attack.

Ramlek Nilnuan, an adviser to the non-governmental
organization Forumof the Poor, was arrested in July for
trespassingn a national park and remained held
without trial. His arrestwasrelated toaland dispute
between the Royal Forestry Departmentand villagers
inKalasinProvince, and heappeared to be a prisoner of
conscience

In February Chamlong Khamsunthorn died in police
custody in Ayuthaya Province, reportedly as a result
of severe beatings and electricshocks. No
independent investigation wasknown to have been
conducted.

About 200,000 prisoners nationwide were
reportedly held in prisons with a capacity of 80,000.
Women's facilities were particularly crowdedas
increasing numbers of womenhavebeenarrested for
possession of small amounts of illegal drugs.
Conditions in Klong Prem in Nonthaburi province near
Bangkokand in Chonburi, Phuket, Songkhla, Surat
Tham, and Chiang Mai Prisons were also especially
poor.Prisonerson deathrowwere held in iron shackles
continuously. Conditions 1n Immigration Detention
Centres, whichweresupervised by the police,
continued tobe poorafter massarrestsof migrant
workers, butingeneralimproved.

Death penalty

Abill banning the death penalty for people under 18
was introduced by the Attorney General's Office to the
Cabinet in December in order to bring Thailand's law
intocomphance with the International Covenanton
Cwvil and Political Rights, which Thailand acceded toin
1997.

Hla Win, a Myanmar national convicted of drug
trafficking, was executed in January. Some 130
prisoners were undersentence of death at Bangkwang
Prison. At least 45death sentences were passed during
2000

Legal developments
In May the government released a censored version of
aMinistry of Defence report about the military's
violent suppression of pro-democracy
demonstrations in Bangkok in May 1992, in which at
least s2peoplewerekilled. After protests from the
relatives of victims, the government released a largely
uncensored version in june, but calls by the relatives
to bring those found responsible to justice remained
unanswered

In October the newly-elected Senate elected nine of
u National Human Rights Commissioners stipulated in
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the 1997 Constitution. By the end of the year the
remaining two Commussioners had still not been
elected, making 1t impossible for the Commission to
convene.

Al country reports and visits

Statement

* Kingdom of Thailand: Justice denied etght years after
Bangkok massacre (Al Index: ASA 39/002/2000)

Visit

Ai delegates visited Thailand in February and March.

TOGO

TOGOLESE REPUBLIC

Head of state: Gnassingbé Eyadéma

Head of government: Gabriel Messan Agbeyome Kodjo
(replaced Eugene Koffi Adoboli in October)

Capital: Lomé

Population: 46 million

Official language: French

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

Human rights activists, including trade unionists,
student leaders and independent journalists, were
arbitrarily arrested, harassed and threatened by the
authorities. There were reports of torture and ill-
treatment in detention. In June 2000, a joint

UN/ Organization of African Unity (OAU)
Comnmission of Inquiry was appointed to investigate
hundreds of alleged extrajudicial executions in
1998.

Background

The government was criticized by the UN for
breaching international sanctions and providing
support to an armed opposition group in Angola
responsible for widespread human rights abuses
against civilians.

In August, the Togolese parliament censured Prime
Minister Eugene Adoboli, one year after his
appointment, forfailing toend the economic crisis by
overcoming the country's international 1solation.
Eugeéne Adoboliresigned and was replaced by Gabriel
Messan Agbeyome Kodjo, the speaker of the National
Assembly and aformergovernment minister.

Earlier, in June, Harry Octavianus Olympio was
forced toresign as Minister of Human Rights. He was
accused of organizing an attack on himself on s May
with the help of his brother, Antonio Olympio. He
denied the allegations. A few days later Antonio
Olympio wasarrestedandaccused of driving the car
fromwhich hisbrother was allegedly attacked. He was
released on 8 July.
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New legislation

Anew press bill waspassed at the beginning of 2000
which limited press freedom and made defamation of
thegovernmentan imprisonable offence. Al believed
this to be a further measure to silence critics, in
particular independentjournalists. Detention for press
offences such as "spreading false information” has been
regularly used by the authorities against independent
journalists who play akey role in exposing human
rights violations by the security forces

Political imprisonment

More than adozenpeople, including prisoners of
conscience, were arrested during2000. Among them
were trade unionists, students and journalists.

Trade unionists

On 28 January, Norbert Gbikpi-Benissan, General
Secretary of the Union nationale des syndicats
indépendants du Togo (UNSIT), National Union of
Independent Trade Unions, and Pierre Allaga-Kodegui,
General Secretary of the Féderationdes travailleursde
I'enseignement (FETREN), Teachers’ Federation, were
arrested on charges of "spreading false information".
Both werereleased one week later after the
government withdrew the complaint against them
Students

Attempts to silence students continued throughout
2000. The authorities arrested leading members of the
Conseil des étudiants de [ Université du Bénin (CEUB),
the Student Council of the University of Benin. In
January aninternational arrest warrant was 1ssued
against Alphonse Lawson-Hellu, leader of the CEUB, on
acharge of spreading false information. He went into
hidingfor over a week until the charge was dropped.

In March, student meetings were violently dispersed
by pro-government armed militias who beat students
and allegedly tried tostab astudent leader, As a result
of the clashes, a leading member of a pro-government
militia died and some students were injured. Also in
March, the security forces used tear gas to disperse
student demonstrations. Some students were beaten
and injured by the security forces. At least 12 students
werearrested and charged with gatheringillegally. All
were tried a week later and were released after being
acquitted or given suspended sentences. However, at
the same trial, five student leaders of the CEUB,
including Lorempo Lamboni, Hanif Tchadjobo and
Kokou Segbeaya, weretried in their absence and
convicted of "disturbing public order, illegal gathering
andadministering afatal blow". They were sentenced
to suspended 1B-month prison terms.

Hanif Tchadjobo was arrested on 10 April, one week
afterthearrest of another CEUB leader, Koumoyi Kpelafia
Bothweredetained in the civil prisonof Loméon criminal
charges for morethan one month before beingreleased.
They were prisoners of conscience. |t was not clear
whether thechargesagainst them were dropped.
Journalists
The authorities brought suits for defamation against
independent journalists, apparently to silence them
On at least five occasions, the authorities confiscated
editions of the independent press. On 31 July, the
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Combat du peuple and the Scorpion were seized when
they published the July report of the Ligue togolaisedes
drousde I'homme (LTDH), Togolese Human Rights
League, which was critical of the country’s human rights
record.

&3 Kpagli Comlan, editor of L 'Aurore, arrested in
December 1999 on charges of “spreading false
information” was held until 4February. After his
release, he received death threats and was forced into
hiding.

3 Hippolyte Agboh,directorof the independent
weekly L'Exilé, was arrested on 14 April aftermistakenly
reporting the death of PresidentEyadéma’s daughter
After beingcharged with spreading false information,
he was sentenced to athree-monthprisontermand a
heavy fine, and his newspaper was suspended for six
months. He was released 1n June aftera presidential
pardon.

Human rights defenders

Threats against human rights defenders, particularly
members of organizations critical of the country's
human rightsrecord, became aregular pattern. in May
1999, Al published Togo : Ruleof terror, describing a
persistent pattern of extrajudicial executions,
“disappearances”, arbitrary arrests and detentions
followed by torture andill-treatment, sometimes
leading to death, and harsh conditions of detention.
Since then, members of Togolese human rights
organizations —including Al members—have been
harassed, intimidated, arrested and tortured. Others
have been forced into hiding or have fled the country.
In November 2000, the Dean of Examining Judges
ordered that charges of "false accusation and
defamation” against Togolese human rights defenders
arrested in relation to Al's May 1999 report should be
dropped, including those against Nestor Tengue,
director of the Association togolaisepourladéfenseet
lapromotion des droits de fhomme(ATPDH), Togolese
Association for the Defence and Promotion of Human
Rights.

©3 On 31 July and 1 August, Koffi Messa Devotsu,
chairpersonof the LTDH, was questioned by the
Minister of the Interior and threatened with arrest after
the publication of a critical report by his organization
on the humanrightssituation. The interrogationtook
placein the presence of anumber of independent
journalists, who werealso questioned and criticized by
the Minister for having published articles on the LTDH
report.

There were continuing reports of torture and 1ll-
treatment indetention, some relating to incidentsin
previous years.

3 Nine Togoleserefugees, including Lawson Akouete
Latévi, MessaKokou Paul and Seke Koudjo, were
handed over to the Togolese authorities by the
Ghanaianauthorities at the end of 1997. Most were
members of the Comité togolais pour la résistance
(CTR), Togolese Resistance Committee, an opposition
partyinexile in Ghana. After their arrest, they were
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detained in the civil prison and at the Directiondela
police judiciare(DP]) in Lome. In July 1998, they were
all transferred toa prison in Kara in the north of Togo. It
was not clear whether they were charged. On their
arrival at the civil prison of Lomé, guards beat, slapped,
and kicked them. One prisoner, Nyableji John, was
allegedly forced to eat sand and was then refused
water. After the beating, it was reported that the
prisoners could not walk and had difficulties with
breathing. At the DP], the prisoners were reportedly
kept permanently tied up. They were not given any
foodby prison authorities, but received food from their
families.

In April 1998 Ntsukpui Attiso died, allegedly asa
result of thebeatings he received, insufficient food and
harshprisonconditions. According to a letter from the
Commussion nationale des droits de 'homme, National
Commission for Human Rights, to the ATPDH, Ntsukpui
Attisodied as a result of tuberculosis.

The eight other prisoners reportedly suffered from
malaria and skin diseases, for which they did not
receive the necessary medication. In Kara prison, food
was inadequate, the prisoners could only wash
themselves twice a week, they slept on the floor and
wereonly allowed towear underwear. The prisoners
were permitted to see members of their family only to
receive food or medicine. Visitors who saw these
prisoners told Al that they looked like skeletons.

Proceedings against Al

After thepublication of theMayig9gqgreport, the
authorities arrested human rights defenders, including
Al members, onsuspicion that they were passing
information to Al. In September 1999, the Togolese
authorities started legal proceedings against Pierre
Sané, Al's Secretary General, and summoned him to
appear before an investigative magistrate of the High
Courtin Lomé for "a possible indictment for contempt,
incitement to revolt, dissemination of false news and
conspiracy against the external security of the state”.
On 12 March 2000, the government indicated that it
would withdraw its complaint against Pierre Sané once
the international Commission of Inquiry beganits work
inTogo. InNovember, the Dean of Examining judges
ordered that all proceedings against Pierre Sané and
four other human rights defenders should be stopped
until further notice. However, it remained unclear
whether or not the charges had been dropped.

International Commission of Inquiry
Inits May199greport, Al called on the Togolese
authorities to accept national and international
investigations intowidespread human rights violations,
including hundreds of extrajudicial killings committed
during the 1998 election period. Reports of
extrajudicial killings in that period were later
corroborated by investigative reports undertaken by
journalists and the Ligue berinoise des droits de
I'homme, Benin Human Rights League.

In August 1999, the UN Sub-Commission on the
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights announced
the establishment of a commission of inquiry to
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investigate allegations of extrajudicial executions in
Togo in1998and noted the government's undertaking
tocooperate fully with it.

0n 7 June 2000, the UN and the OAU announced the
establishment ofa joint Commission of Inquiry into
allegations of hundreds of extrajudicial killings in Togo.
The C: on was composed of del from Chad,
Brazil and Niger.

In August and September, an Al delegation met
members of the Commission to provide information
relevant to the inquiry. Al stressed the need foran
effective witness protection program and informed the
Commissionabout ongoing attempts by the Togolese
authorities to silence witnesses. The Commission
published two public information notes setting out the
measures itintended to take to protect witnesses,
beforet visited Togo and neighbouring countries
towards the end of the year.

Al also expressed concern that criminal charges of
passing information to Al, which had been brought
against Togolese human rights defenders, still stood
under Togolese law, even if pursuit of these cases had
been ded when the Cc 10f Inquiry
arrived in Togo.

Impunity

For the past (0 years the Togolese authorities have
failed to respond effectively to the public demand for
an end toimpunity for human rights violations. No
steps have been taken to clarify, for example, the
extrajudicial execution of Tavio Amorin and the
"disappearances” of David Bruce, Kouni Kodjo, Adjisse
Essie Djiewone and Edoh Komlan.
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TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Head of state: Arthur Napoleon Raymond Robinson
Head of government: Basdeo Panday

Capital: Port-of-Spain

Population: 1.3 million

Official language: English

Deathpenaity: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Refugee
Convention and its 1967 Protocol

Death sentences continued to be imposed but no
executions were carried out. In an attemptto
increasethe number of executions, Trinidad and
Tobago withdrew from the (first) Optional Protocol to
the International Covenanton Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR). Sentences ofcorporal punishment
wereimposed but not carried out. Reports ofill-
treatmentby police persisted and conditions of
detention continued to cause grave concern.

Background
The government ignored repeated requests to meet
with Al. InSeptember, following a visit by Al's Secretary
General, the Prime Minister and Attorney General
accused Al "and its internal agents” of demonstrating
“scant regard for the sovereignty” of Caribbean nations.
In October, the Attorney General read out a nine-page
statement to the House of Representatives accusing Al
of being inaccurate and "an instrument of persecution,
oppression and subversion” of small Caribbean
countries. The Attorney General also published a
lengthy criticism of the entry on Trinidad and Tobago in
the Amnesty International Report 2000.

Elections were held in December. The ruling United
National Congress party was returned to power with an
increasedmajority.

Death penalty

Therewereat least 63 menand four women on death
row at the end of the year. There were no executions or
death warrants issued. In October the Offences Against
the Person (Amendment) Act became law, making the
death penalty for murder mandatory for one out of
three categories of murder, or for those who had
committed more than one murder.

On 27 March Trinidad and Tobago withdrew from the
(first) Optional Protocol to the ICCPR, denying individuals
therighttopetition the UN Human Rights Committee. The
governmentjustified the withdrawal on the grounds that
the UN Human Rights Committeewas preventing
executions, despite the execution of 10 menin 1999,

The government sought to increase the number of
executionsthroughthe Constitution Amendment
(No. 3) Bill, commonly known as the "Hanging Bill",
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which limited theissues upon which condemned
prisoners could lodge legal appeals and stipulated that
once a death warrant had been signed by the President,
the High Court would have "no jurisdiction” However,
the government failed to have this Bill passed into law
In June the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council
(JCPC) in the United Kingdom ~— the final court of appeal
of Trinidad and Tobago —overturned the conviction of
deathrow inmate Desmond Baptiste. He had signed a
written confessiondespite having no lawyer present
and having difficulty reading and writing, and had not
been advised of his right to have a lawyer present
during interrogation. The ruling also found significant
fault with the judge’s directions to the jury. Desmond
Baptiste was released from prison.
TheJCPC'srulingcommuting the death sentences of
six Jamaican prisoners in the case of NevilleLewis and
others had implications for Trinidad and Tobago's
administration of the death penalty (see Jamaica entry).

Corporal punishment

Sentences of flogging or whipping continued tobe
imposed by the courts. In October, the government
informed the UN Human Rights Committee that no
prisoners had been subjected to corporal punishment
in 2000, but that 17 prisoners werewhipped in 1999

Abuses by police

There continued tobereports of ill-treatment and
excessiveforceby the police. In January the Prime
Minister announced that another inquiry would take
place into the police service and convened an
advisory committee to undertake this. Critics noted
that no previous recommendations arising out of
reviews of the police service had ever been
implemented.

In February the National Security Minister stated
that a total of 769 complaints had been submitted and
recordedby the Police Complaints Authority for 1999.

In July the Police Commissioner was criticized by
members of the Commission of Inquiry into the
independence of the judiciary for his vehement public
refutationof allegations made by a religious foundation
regardingthe ill-treatment of homeless children by
police.

&3 On 4Februarya TNTMirror reporter, Nyind
Dwarika, was allegedly beatenby police in San
Fernando, after he stopped to check a man lying on the
ground who appeared to be unconscious. He received
injuries to his chest and knee as a result of beatings
with police batons and was subsequently denied access
to medical attention and legal assistance. He was later
charged with obstructing the police.

Police shootings

There were allegations that police used excessive force.
&3 Ar7-year-old girl, Anisha Neptune, was shot dead
bya Special Reserve Policeman in Diego Martin on

1 May outside the Four Roads Police Station, where she
had gone following the arrest of her brother earlier that
day. The police officer involved allegedly told police
investigators that the girl and her mother had attacked
him with stones, and that his gun had been fired during
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this fight. Anisha Neptune’s mother denied thatsucha
fight took place, and claimed that she was gunned down
in cold blood.

Detention conditions

InOctoberpolice officers at the Belmont Police Station
threatened toclose their station because of deplorable
and inhuman conditions. They wereprotesting agatnst
overcrowded and insanitary conditions, where
detaineesspent most of or all day locked 1n
overcrowdedcells without bedding, sleeping onthe
concrete floor, withbuckets for sanitation.

Intimidation and abuse of journalists

The government continued to criticize the press and to
make comments that could incite politically motivated
violence. In January journalists were attacked by
political actvists attending a rally after a speaker told
the crowd the media should be "chased away" and
“humiliated". In February the Prime Minister told a rally
of his supporters to "do them before they do us” and
declared "virtualwar” on the government's opponents
In May, two men entered the home of government critic
and journalist Professor Selwyn Cudjoe and assaulted
his family in what appeared to be a politically
motwvated attack.

Gay men and lesbians

Sexualactsbetween consenting adults of the same sex
remained illegal and gay and lesbian people were
regularly subjected to discrimination and intimidation
The governmentcontinued toattemptto passthe Equal
Opportunities Bill with aclause excluding
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. The
Bill failed tobecome law. In September, the Minister for
Trade accused Al of wanting to turn the population of
Trinidad and Tobago "into homosexuals”.

Al country visits

Alvisited Tnidad and Tobago in February and
September.
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TUNISIA

REPUBLIC OFTUNISIA

Head of state: Zine El ‘Abidine Ben'Ali

Head of government: Mohamed Ghannouchi
Capital: Tunis

Population: 95 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

Repression of human rights defenders escalated and
journalists and political activists were targeted by
the police, butresponded with an unprecedented
level of protest against harassment and
intimidation. Torture and ill-treatment in police
stationsand prisons remained widespread and at
leasttwodetainees died in police custody. Three
prisoners of conscience were released but dozens of
others were arrested. Up to 1,000 political prisoners,
most of them prisoners of conscience, remained
detained. Trials of political detainees continued to
violate international standards for fairtrial.
Thousands of former prisoners of conscience and
their relatives, and the families of prisoners and
exiled government opponents, were subjected to
harassment and intimidation. Scores of prisoners
undertook lengthy hunger strikes to demand their
release and to protest at ill-treatment and poor
conditions of detention.

Background

In February and April high-school students and
unemployed youths demonstrated in several towns
against price rises and changes in examination
procedures.

In April the authorities’ decision not to hold a state
funeral for former President Habib Bourguiba
prompted widespread protests.

In May people demonstrated in Bou Salem to protest
at the floods and damage following the authorities’
decision toopen a dam without warning the local
population

Inallcases, thedemonstrationswere forcibly broken
up by police. In some cases demonstrators burned or
damaged cars and public property. Scores were
arrested, including people who had not participated in
violent acts, and dozens were sentenced to prison
terms. in October poiice beat women'’s rights activists
and others who demonstrated peacefully in supportof
the Palestinian people.

The authorities often blocked Internet accessto the
websites of human rights organizations-and the foreign
media, and human rights defenders were often unable
toaccess their own e-mail addresses.

In May, days after criticizing the authorities ina
French newspaper, former journalist Riad Ben Fadhel
was shot and injured outside his home, next to the
presidential palace, in what may have beenan
attempted extrajudicial execution.
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Human rights defenders and civil society
activists

The targeting of human rights defenders escalated toan
unprecedented level. Many were prosecuted or
threatened with prosecution, some werebeatenorill-
treated andothers had their telephoneand fax lines cut.

In December Nejib Hosni, a human rights lawyer and
leadingmember of the Conseil national pour les
libertés en Tunisie(CNLT), National Council for
Liberties in Tunisia, was imprisoned for failing to
comply with an arbitrarily imposed five-year ban on
practising law. Earlier in theyear the Tunisian Bar
Council, the only institutioncompetent to suspend or
disbar alawyer, had confirmed that he was never
suspended or disbarred and was fully entitled to
practise law. He remained detained at the end of the
year and was notified that he would also have to serve
the remaining five and a half years of an eight-year
prison sentence imposed in 1996 on trumped-up
charges of forgery.

In December, Moncef Marzouki, a doctor and CNLT
spokesman, was sentenced to one year's imprisonment
for his humanrights activities on behalf of the CNLT. In
July he was arbitrarily dismissed from his postat Sousse
University.

In November the authorities suspended all activities
of the Ligue tunisienne des droits de 'homme (LTDH),
Tunisian Human Rights League, shortly after the
organization's general assemblyhad electedto its
board a majority of outspoken human rights activists.
In December the authorities initiated legal proceedings
against LTDH vice-president Slaheddine Jourchi for a
statement he had signed on behalf of the LTDH after its
suspension.

InJuneFathi Chamkhi, President of the
Rassemblement pour une Alternative Internationale de
Développement(RAID), Rally for an International
AlternativeforDevelopment,and RAID member
Mohamed Chourabiweresentenced toone month's
imprisonment for possessing reports by the RAID and
the CNLT, both of which organizations had been refused
registration by the authorities.

Following national and international protests, the
authoritiesreturned the passports of some human
rights defenders and former prisoners of conscience.
However, throughout the year human rights defenders
were subjected to harassment and intimidation and
their activities and meetings were often broken up or
prevented by the police. Onseveral occasions police ill-
treated human rights activists, including CNLTmembers
Sihem Ben Sedrine, ‘Ali Ben Salem, ‘Omar Mestiri, and
members of the Association tunisiennedes femmes
démocrates (ATDF), Tunisian Association of Democratic
Women.

In December LTDH and CNLTmemberswere prevented
from holdingmeetings and some were ill-treated by
police who blocked access to the meeting places.

CNLT spokesperson Moncef Marzouki remained
banned from leaving the country at the end of the year,
as were CNLT and RAID members ‘Ali Ben Salem, Sadri
Khiari and Mohamed Chourabi, and lawyer ‘Ameur
Rouani.
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Al's Tunisian Sectionalsoremained under
surveillance and in March its members were prevented
from holding a number of public events by police who
manhandled some of its leading members.

Tortureand ill-treatment continued to be widely used
by police to extract confessions in both criminal and
political cases and by prison guards to punish
detainees. A new law, adopted in 1999, making torture
acrime punishable by eight years' imprisonment was
disregarded, and no member of the security forces was
prosecuted for acts of torture committed during2000
or in previous years. The six-day legal maximum limit
on incommunicado detentionalso continued tobe
breached

3 Lotfi Ferhati, a Tunisian living in France, was
arrested in August, when he arrived in Tunisia with his
wife for a family visit. He was held in the Ministry of the
Interior for 18 days, where he said he was suspended by
his feetfrom a pulley and his head was repeatedly
plunged in a bucket of dirty water, causing near-
asphyxiation (known as the bariomethod); keptin
constrained positions; allowedonly aboutone hour's
resta day; and threatened that his wife would be
tortured. He was alleged|y forced to sign an unread
confession admitting to links with an unauthorized
Islamuist group. He was awaiting trial at the end of
theyear.

3 Ridha Jeddi was arrested in September and
reportedly tortured in Menzel Bourguiba police station,
wherehe died later the same day. Police claimed he
committed suicide by hanging but the forensic report
ruled out death by strangulation. At his burial his family
noted bruiseson his face and chest. Aninvestigation
wasreportedly opened but no information could be
obtained by the end of the year.

Conditions in prisons remained very poor, especially
for political prisoners, who were held in overcrowded
cells, where scant hygienic facilities resulted in the
spread of scabies and other skin diseases. Political
detaineeswereoftendenied medical care; forced to
sleep on concrete floors; beaten and ill-treated; placed
in solitary confinement, attimes chained; and denied
access to their families and lawyers.

3 "Abdellatif Bouhayjila, Yassine Benzerti and scores
of other Islamist sympathizers on prolonged hunger
strike to protest against the length and unfairness of
Jjudicial proceedingsand against ill-treatment and
poor conditions of detention, were prevented from
receiving visits from their families and lawyers for
several weeks ata time. ‘Abdellatif Bouhajila was
placed in solitary confinement in October; he was kept
in chains for five days and had to sleep on a concrete
floor. He and scores of others were also beaten and
verbally abused.

Prisoners of conscience

Three prisoners of conscience were released but
dozens of others were arrested. At least three Tunisians
resident abroad werearrested when they went to
Tunisia for family visits,

245




TUN

3 In june'Abdelmoumen Belanes and Fahem
Boukaddous, supporters of the Parti communiste des
ouvriers tunisiens(PCOT), Tunisian Workers’
Communist Party, were released before completion of
their sentences.
In August Taoufik Chaeb, an Islamist sympathizer,
was released by presidential pardon after a 52-day
hunger strike. He had been tried and sentenced three
times on the same charges.
& In August, Mehdi Zougah, a French-Tunisian
national, and ‘Abderraouf Messa'oudi, resident in
Austria, were arrested on arrival in Tunisia. They had
previously beensentenced inabsent:aon charges of
links with the unauthorized Islamist group al-Nahda
(Renaissance). They remained in detention awaiting
retrial at the end of the year

Several former prisoners of consciencewere
arrested and sentenced to prison terms on charges of
non-compliance with the administrative control
requirements toreportto the police daily or, in some
cases, several times a day. Such measures, at times part
of the sentence and in other cases arbitrarily imposed,
continued to prevent former prisoners from working
and resuming a normal life.
3 InJune, former prisoner of conscience ‘Ali Ben
Salem Sghaier symbolically offered his children for sate
at the localmarket in Douz to protest at the
administrative control measure which prevented him
fromworking and earning a living to feed his seven
children. He was arrested, threatened with
imprisonmentand released, but was rearrested in
August and sentenced to six months' imprisonment on
charges of non-compliance with administrative control
measures. His sentence was upheld on appeal in
September and he continued to serve his sentence at
the end of the year.

Unfair trials

Trial proceedings began against scores of people
arrestedin previous years on political grounds. Many
hadbeenheldlongerthan the 14-month maximum limit
for pre-trial detention. Some detainees were tried in
twoormorecases on similar charges and in relationto
the same events, in breach of the rule againstdouble
Jjeopardy. Lawyerswereoften prevented from visiting
their clients or wererefused access to their clients'
files, and some prisoners were summarily tried without
their lawyers havingbeen notified of the date of the
hearing.

&3 Ahmed 'Amari wasdeportedfromLibyainigg7
with dozens of other Islamist supporters, tortured in
secret detention, and sentenced totwoandfiveyears’
imprisonment respectively in June 1998 and June 1999.
His lawyers were refused access to the documents
relating to these trials. In 2000, he was being tried in
threedifferent cases in which the main charge was
"membership of a criminal gang”, a charge widely used
against political opponents of the government.

3 InSeptember the trial began of'Abdellatif
Bouhayjila, Yassine Benzertiand atleast seven other
Islamist supporters arrested in September 1998 and
accused of having links with an unauthorized
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associationand intelligence with a foreign power,
reported to be Iran. No evidence was produced to
support these chargesand it was believed that they
were tried for their links with exiled Tunisian
governmentopponents. In November they were
sentenced to up to 17 years' imprisonment, after the
defence lawyers withdrew from the trial in protest at
the unfairness of the procedings, ‘Abdellatif Bouhajila
and Yassine Benzerti, who had been onhungerstrike
for more than 80 days, could not stand, sit up or speak.

Intergovernmental organizations

The UN Special Rapporteur on the promotionand
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and
expression issued a report following his visit to Tunisia
in December 1999 and stronglycondemned the
restrictions imposed by the authorities on such
liberties.

Injune and December, the European Parliament
adopted two resolutions condemning the lack of
freedom of association and expression, calling on the
Tunisian government to end human rights violations
and allow political pluralism, and calling on the
European Commission to present a report on Tunisia.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

« The administration of justice in Tunisia: Torture,
trumped-up charges and a tainted trial (Al Index: MDE
30/004/2000), issued jointly by Al, Human Righte
Watch and the fédération internationale des ligues
des droite de I'homme (FIDH), International Federation
of Human Rights

Visite

In July the authorities refused entry to Tunisia to a joint

AI-FIDH delegation; both theAl researcher and the FIDH

President had been banned from Tunisiasince 1994 and

1995 respectively. The government did not respond to

any of Al's communications seeking information and

raising concerns about specific cases.
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Human rights defenders continued toface
harassment and intimidation; branches of human
rights associations were temporarily closed and
board members puton trial. Writers, politicians,
religious leaders, human rights defenders and many
othersweretried and imprisoned for exercising their
right to freedom of expression, particularly when
they expressed opinions on the Kurdish question or
the role of Islam. Torture remained widespread and
the perpetrators wererarely brought to justice.
Prisoners were killed and seriously wounded when
protests against the replacing of dormitories with
smaller cells were ended with force. There were
concerns that conditions in the new smaller cells
could amount tocruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. Some 2,000 suspected membersof the
militant Islamist organization Hizbullah were
arrested; some were held in prolonged police
detention. The bodies of dozens of people were
exhumed; the killings were attributed to Hizbullah. A
number of political killings were reported. The de
factomoratorium on executions was upheld.

Background

Although the conditions set out in December 1999 for
accepting Turkey as a candidate for membership of the
European Union (EV) included an improvement in the
country's human rights record, no substantivereforms
or improvements were recorded in 2000. The
government committed itself to a schedule for reforms,
but major legal changes were envisaged only for 2001 or
2002. The Chairman of the High CoordinationBoardfor
Human Rights drafted aproposalfor steps tobe taken
to meet the Copenhagen political criteria, a
precondition for the start of accession negotiations
with the EU. Arevised version of thisreportwas
adopted in September.

The former head of the Constitutional Court, Ahmet
Necdet Sezer, was elected President in early May and
made several speeches in which he stressed the
importance of human rights, the rule of law and
democracy.
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The armed conflict between government forces and
theKurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) effectively came to
anendinigggand only afew clashes between the
Turkish army and dissident PKK groupswere reported.
Nevertheless, repression of political parties and
organizations in southeastern Turkey, which hasa
mainly Kurdish population, continued unabated.
Representatives of the pro-Kurdish People’s
Democracy Party (HADEP) werearrested and puton
trial. Numerous associations and media companies
were closed and demonstrations, meetings and other
public events were banned.

Torture/ ill-treatment

Torture was widespread. Therewerenumerous reports
oftorture andill-treatment of men, women and
children, mainly fromwestern cities, the southeast and
the region around Adana in the south. Many of the
victims were political activists, including supportersof
lefust, pro-Kurdish and Islamist groups. Despite
intimdation and fearof reprisals, dozens of allegations
of torture werereceived from peoplearrestedon
criminal charges. Other victims of torture andill-
treatmentincluded Kurdish villagers, relatives of
political activists, students and women's groups.
Allegations were also received from police officersand
leading figures in organized crime.

Torture and ill-treatment occurred mainly in police
and gendarmerie stations during the firstdays after
arrest. The most frequently reported methods included
severe beatings, prolonged blindfolding, suspensionby
the arms or wrists, electric shocks, sexual abuse, and
food and sleep deprivation.

3 Ramazan Tekin, Deputy Mayor of Diyarbakir, was
arrested in January and held for 10 daysat Diyarbakir
Gendarmerie where he was reportedly beaten,
suspended by the arms, sexually abusedand given
electric shocks. Doctors from the Forensic Institute
whoexamined him reportedly confirmedthat his ribs
werebrokenand hiskidneys damaged. His lawyer filed
aformal complaint against the security officers
suspected of being responsible, but the governor of
Diyarbakir did not give permission for the two
gendarmes to be prosecuted.

Rape in custody

Rape and sexual assault by members of the security
forces continued to bereported. During
incommunicadodetentionin police or gendarmerie
custody, women and men were routinely stripped
naked. Methods of sexual abuse reported included
electricshocksand beating on the gemitals and
women's breasts and rape.

3 Azime Arzu Torun was reportedly raped by
gendarmes and prisonguards with a truncheon when
security officersended the inmates’ protest in Burdur
prisonons July. She was also said to have beenexposed
tosexual harassment while giving her testimony to an
inspector.

Suspected Islamists

Some 2,000 alleged members of Hizbullah were
arrested following the launch of an extensive
operation against the organization by the security
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forcesin January. Subsequently, the bodies of some 67
people were exhumed; their abduction and murder
were attributed to Hizbullah. Some observers claimed
that Hizbullah had beenacting in collusion with parts
of the Turkishsecurity forces during the armed
conflict. Some of those detained in the raid against
Hizbullahwereheldin police detention for prolonged
periods during which they were at risk of torture and
ill-treatment. The maximum period for police and
gendarmeriedetention issevendays and, in the
provinces under State of Emergency. to days.
However, several of these detainees were held for
much longer periods.

3 Fahrettin Ozdemir wasdetained in February and
laterindicted in the main Hizbullahtrial in which he and
14 others were charged with some 150 murdersand in
whichthedeathsentence wassought. On 10 July. in the
first trial session, he stated that he had been held in
police custodyfora total of 59 days and that he was
given electric shocks and suspended by the arms, and
histesticlesweresqueezed andbeatenat the Police
Headquarters in Gaziantep.

Parliamentary Human Rights Commission

The Parhamentary Human Rights Commission
published nine reportson their investigations into
torture and ill-treatment. They had interviewed prison
inmates in various provinces and subsequently carried
out unannounced on-the-spot visits to detention
centres where there had been frequent allegations of
torture and ill-treatment. For example, in Istanbul the
Commission found equipment used for suspending
detainees by the arms. The reports, which contained
pictures of detention places, interrogation rooms and
torture equipment, as well as the transcripts of
interviews, representedan extraordinary step forward
in official circles in documenting and acknowledging
torture.

Prisons

There were reports of poor medical carein prisons
and beatings during transfersto and from prison.
Most prisonerswere housed in large dormitories
holding 60 or more prisoners, but wingsbasedona
cell system were added to many prisons and n new
prisons with small cells were being built. There was
concernthatregimes of isolation already practised in
Kartal and Imrali prisons might be extended to the
new prisons.

FromOctober, more than 1,000 prisoners
participated in a hunger strike against the new prisons.
On igDecember the securtty forces conducted an
operationin 20 prisons in which dozens of prisoners
died. Hundreds of prisoners were beatenbefore, during
andafter their transfer tothreenewprisonswhere they
weresubjected to solitary confinement and small-
groupisolation.

& Onsjulypolitical prisonersinBurdur prison
barricaded themselves in dormitories. Accordingto the
prisoners, the security forces threw smoke bombs, tear
gasand nerve gas into the dormitories and started to
break down the walls with bulldozers. Theprisoners
said the security forces attacked them with iron poles,
truncheons, roof tiles and stones, dragging
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unconscious prisoners out of the dormitories with long-
handled hooks. Lawyers permitted to meet some of the
prisonerson 8 July noted that all had signs of severe
injuries on the visible parts of their bodies, and had
difficulty breathing and speaking.

Impunity

The authorities remained reluctant to investigate
allegations of torture. Officers accused of torture were
rarely suspended from duty, and in some cases
received promotions. It was difficult to establish who
was responsible as detainees were almost invariably
blindfolded during interrogation and custody records
were often poorly maintained or non-existent.
Medical evidence of torture was frequently
suppressed. Medical officerswho falsified reports
were promoted while doctors who carried out their
duties scrupulously wereharassed, put on trial or
imprisoned. The intimidation of witnesses and a
generalized climate of fear also contributed to
impunity, as did prosecutors' reluctance toinvestigate
the work of security force officers. Judgesoften
refused to investigate allegations of torture and
accepted confessions extracted under torture as
evidence, in violation of the UN Convention against
Torture. Under the 1999 Law on the Prosecution of
Civil Servants the permission of a senior official is
required forthe prosecution of suspected human
rights abusers.

3 In July 1999 Cevat Soysal was reportedly abducted
in Moldova, taken to Turkey and held for 10 days in
incommunicadodetention. He reported thatat the
Turkish Secret Service (MIT) headquarters he was given
electric shocks, hung by the arms, forced to lie naked
onice, sprayed with pressurizedwater, deprived of
sleep, beatenand forced to swallow a drug. At their
meeting Cevat Soysal's lawyer noted needle marks,
bruising and other signs consistent with his client's
allegations of torture. In November 1999, the
prosecutordecidednottoopena trial againstthe
alleged torturers; the Office of the Prime Minister had
informed him that a prosecution would not be
appropriate. InJanuary and February 2000 the appeals
of CevatSoysal and his lawyers against the decision not
to prosecute the suspected torturers werere jected. At
the end of 2000 Cevat Soysal remained imprisoned on
charges of separatism and being a leading member of
the PKK.

No justice for women raped in custody

By November, 132 women — g7 of them Kurds — had
sought helpfroma legal aid project in Istanbul set up to
bring perpetrators to justice. Forty-five of the women
alleged that they had beenraped and 87reported other
formsof sexual abuse. The suspected perpetrators —
overwhelmingly police officers, although allegations
were alsomade against gendarmes, soldiers, and
village guards — were rarely brought to justice.

3 In November 1996, a young Kurdish woman,
Zeynep Avq, arrested during an operation against the
PKK, was subjected to sexual harassment, rape and
electricshocksat lzmir Police Headquarters. The
authorities not only failed to initiate prompt,
comprehensive and impartial investigations into
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these allegations, but also exposed Zeynep Avci to
additional gender-based discrimination. inan
apparent attempt to discredit her, allegations of a
previous abortion were submitted to the European
Court of Human Rightstowhich she had meanwhile
filed an application.

Prisoners of conscience
Writers, publishers, researchers, environmentalists,
trade unionists, local and national politicians, religious
leaders, humanrights defenders and many others
continued to be imprisoned or tried for exercising their
right to freedom of expression, particularly on issues
related to the Kurdish question or the role of Islam in
politics.
€3 In july the Appeal Court upheld a sentence of one
year's imprisonment against Necmettin Erbakan, the
former leader of the banned Islamist Welfare Party.
Necmettin Erbakan had been sentenced in March 2000,
for aspeech he delivered in February 1994 during local
elections. In his speech Necmettin Erbakan had
criticized the representatives of other parties for “false
beliefs” and beingdependent on the West. He had also
referred explicitly to aKurdishelectorate. There was
no incitement to violence in his speech.
Human rights defenders
Human rights defenders continued toface harassment
and intimidation. Human Rights Association (IHD)
branches in Van, Gaziantep and Malatya wereclosed
indefinitely and those in Diyarbakir and Konya were
closed temporarily. The Urfa branch of the islamic-
oriented humanrights organization Mazlum Derwas
reopened in April, but the Malatya branch remained
closed. Doctors and other staff of the Human Rights
Foundation inTurkey (TIHV) working on the
documentation and treatment of torture in lzmir were
putontrial. Doctors in Istanbul who certified torture
were also harassed. Trials were continuingagainst a
number of lawyers as well as representatives of IHD
and Mazium Der.
&3 AkinBirdal, former President of the IHD, was
imprisoned between March and September to serve the
remainder of two one-year sentencesimposed for
speeches in connection with World Peace Day in 1995
and 1996. He had been temporarily released from
prison on 25 September 1999 to enable him toreceive
proper medical treatment, but was banned from
leaving the country and thus prevented from taking
advantage of offers of specialized medical treatment
abroad. In March 2000 the prosecutor re jected his
applicationfor the postponement of his sentence on
medical grounds.

Death penalty

With the decision in january to halt the procedures
related to Abdullah Ocalan’sdeath sentence, the de
facto moratorium on executions was upheld. However,
at least Bodeath sentences were passed in the first i1
monthsofthe year, 280fwhich were later commuted to
prison terms. By the end of the year the death sentences
of 71 other people had been upheld by the Appeal Court
and submitted to parliament for final confirmation.
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Other concerns
A number of possible extrajudicial executions were
reported.
&3 Three villagers were killed on 19 October in the
southeastern province of Hakkari. A fourth villager was
wounded and subsequently taken into gendarmerie
custody. The circumstances of thekillings were
disputed

Numerous deliberate and arbitrary killings were
attributed to armed opposition groups.

More than a hundred "disappearances” from
previous years remained unresolved. Some new cases
were reported.

Al country reports and visits
Reports

« Turkey: Torture — a major concern in 1999 (Al Index:
EUR44/018/2000)

* Turkey: Amnesty International's recommendationsto
the government (Al index: EUR 44/019/2000)

« Turkey: The alleged torture of Cevat Soysal at National
Intelligence Agency Headquarters, Ankara (Al Index:
EUR 44/036/2000)

« Turkey: New law on the prosecution of civil servants —
not a majorstep towards ending impunity fortorturers
(Al Index: EUR 44/038/2000)

« Turkey: Torturers of mother and infant go free (Al
Index: EUR 44/061 /2000)

« Turkey: Amnesty International's continuing concerns
and the EU Accession Partnership with Turkey (Al
Index: EUR 44/068/2000)

Visits

Al delegates visited Turkey in April and Novemberto

research human nghts violations. Al trial observers

visited Turkey in February, March, May, June and August.
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A prominent opposition activist was sentenced to
imprisonment. Members of unregistered religious

d inations and their families continued to report
frequent harassment by the authorities, including
deportation andinternalexile. There was concern for
the health of political prisoners.

Prisoner of conscience
In February NurberdiNurmamedov, co-chair of the
opposition movement Agzybirlik and one of the few
opposition figures to openly criticize President
Niyazov's policies, was sentenced tofive years’
imprisonment. At the same trial Nurberdi
Nurmamedov's 25-year-old son, Murad Nurmamedov,
was sentenced to a suspended two-year prison sentence
and confined tolive in Ashgabat for five years. Despite
anofficial invitation to send trial observers,
representatives of foreign embassies and of the
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE) wererefused access to the court. Al believes that
the charges of "hooliganism” brought against Nurberdi
Nurmamedov were fabricated, that he was imprisoned
for his peaceful opposttion activities, and that his son
was put on trial in order to putpressureon him.
Appeals against their sentences were turned down in
March. Thetwo lawyers representing Nurberdi
Nurmamedov at the appeal reportedly left the
courtroombeforethe end of the hearing in protest at
violations of international fair trial standards. At the
end of March Nurberdi Nurmamedov was reportedly
forcedto publicly confess his guilt on television. In
September unofficial sources reported that Nurberdi
Nurmamedov had been transferred from Turkmenbashi
maximum security prison to a prison near Kyzylkayain
the south of Turkmenistan. As a result of poor prison
conditions his health had apparently deteriorated
sharply and he was reported to be suffering from an
acutestomach ulcer. Nurberdi Nurmamedov was
released on 23 December under a presidential amnesty.
Earlier in December he reportedly had to repent on
state television and swear an oath of loyalty to
President Niyazov.

Political prisoners
Following an official wisit in May, the OSCE Chairman-
in-Office said she was deeply disappointed at President
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Niyazov's unwillingness torelease political prisoners as
requestedbythe OSCE.

3 There was concern that the lives of political
prisoners Mukhametkuli Aymuradov and Pirimkuli
Tangrykulievwereindangerfollowing reports that
their health had deterioratedsharply as a result of poor
prison conditions and the absence of medical care.
According to reports, Pirimkuli Tangrykuliev was
beaten repeatedly by prison guards. He was released
under the December presidential amnesty. He was
reportedly forced to repent on state television and
swear an oath of loyalty to President Niyazov.

Repression of religious minorities

Humanrights violations by law enforcement officials
against religious believers continued to be reported.
Peaceful religious meetings in private homes were
broken up and the participants fined or detained for
short periods; religious materials were confiscated and
places of worship destroyed; religious believers were
physically and verbally abused and some were
imprisoned because of their religion. A number of
foreign missionaries were deported.

Internal exile

Somereligious activists had their freedom of movement
within Turkmenistan restricted through the use of
residence permits.

3 Artygul Atakova, the wife of Shagildy Atakov, and
their five children were deported to the village of
Kaakhka in February and putunder "village arrest".
Shagildy Atakov, an ethnic Turkmen member of a
Baptist congregation in Turkmenbashi, continued to
servea four-year prisonsentencein a corrective labour
camp. His supportersbelieved that the true reasonfor
his imprisonment was his religious affiliation. Shagildy
Atakov'sbrother, Chariyar, was administratively
detained for 15 days; the reason for his detention was
notclear. In February a younger brother of Shagildy
Atakov was found hanged. The circumstances
surrounding his death remained unclear.

3 InFebruary,72-year-old Khodzha Akhmed
Orazgylych, a Muslimcleric, wasarrested and charged
with "swindling”. In a radio interview, he had
reportedly criticized an invitation by President Niyazov
atthe end of 1999 for children to celebrate the new year
by dancing around a Christmas tree chanting aprayer
tothe President. Around a month later Khodzha
Akhmed Orazgylych was said to have been amonga
group of prisoners taken to meet President Niyazov.
The cleric reportedly asked for forgiveness, and
President Niyazov replaced a possible prison term with
internal exile in a village inKhodzha Akhmed
Orazgylych's home region.

Conscientious objectors

Information came to light that conscientious
objectors Roman Sidelnikov, Oleg Voronin and Roman
Karimov had beenreleased under a presidential
amnesty in 1999. However, conscientious objectors to
military service continued to be sentencedto prison
terms
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&3 Two Jehovah's Witnesses wereimprisoned for their
conscientious objection to military service, Nuryagdy
Garrov was serving a one-year prison sentence,
imposed in January, in theTedzhen corrective labour
colony. He reportedly did not benefit from the 1999
amnestybecausehe refused toswear the oath of
allegiance to President Niyazov. Igor Nazarov, who was
also detained in the Tedzhen corrective labour colony,
was serving a second prison term imposed in March; he
had previously been sentenced to a suspended two-
year term.

Al country report
« Turkmenistan: Harassmentand imprisonment of
religious believers (Al Index: EUR 61/007/2000)

UGANDA

REPUBLIC OF UGANDA

Head of state: Yoweri Museveni

Head of government: Apollo Nsibambi
Capital: Kampala

Population: 21.7 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: reteationist

Gross human rights abuses by armed opposition
groups, including killings and abductions, continued
throughout 2000. Torture and possible extrajudicial
executions by the security forces were reported. The
Ugandan army was accused of human rights
violationsincluding torture in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo {DRC). Meetings by political
parties and others, peaceful demonstrations and
strikes were disrupted by the security forces,
sometimes violently. Scores of political prisoners,
some of whom may have been prisoners of
conscience, were arrested. Prison conditions were
harsh. At least 10 people were sentenced to death,
but no one was executed.

Background

Human rights abuses by armed opposition groups
increased during 2000. The Amnesty Act, which came
intoforce in December 1999 and offered an amnesty
to all rebel fighters who gave themselves up, was
extended in July to the end of the year. The
Commission to implement the Act was not set up until
June and washamperedby under-funding. Under an
agreement between Uganda and Sudan, Uganda
returned more than 70 Sudanese prisoners of war, but
largenumbers of abducted children held in Sudan in
campsrunbythe Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) were
not returned. Of the 10,000 children estimated by the
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UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to have been abducted
by the LRAsince 1994, more than,000 remained
unaccounted for. Although the government of Sudan
had stated that the people 1t returned would be
primarily abducted children still held in LRA camps,
theseappeared to be less than half of thosereturned.

In June a referendum was held tochoosea political
systeminpreparationfor the 2001 presidential and
parliamentaryelections. The referendum approved
President Yoweri Museveni's "Movement” system,
which does not allow political parties to contest
elections. In August the Referendum and Other
Provisions Act was annulled by the Constitutional
Court, followinga petition by the opposition
Democratic Party, on the grounds that it had been
passed into law without a quorum. In response, the
governmentenacted the Constitutional Amendments
Act inSeptember, whichincreased the power of
parliament, barred courts from inquiring into
parliamentary proceedings, and reduced the
requirement for a parliamentary quorum.

In September the Ugandan Human Rights
Commissionopened anofficeinSoroti districtand the
army set up a human rights desk in Luwero district.

Lord's Resistance Army

There was an increase in abuses by the LRA in 2000,
primarily against civilian targets. Killings, torture,
including rape, and abductions, particularly of
children, werereportedthroughout theyear, mainly in
the northern districts of Gulu andKitgum. Abducted
children were forced to become child soldiers, and girls
wereused by LRA commanders as sexual slaves, Nearly
80 per cent of LRA combatants wereabducted children,
accordingto estimates.

3 InMay, 16 childrenbetween the ages of nine and 18
were reportedly abductedbytheLRAin Gulu district.
3 In October a two-year-old child was among five
civilians abducted in Alero sub-county.

&3 InOctober Father Rafaelle Di Bari, an Italian priest
whohad lived in Uganda for over 30 years, was kilted by
the LRA on the road to his home in Kitgum district. His
death was followed by a grenade attack by the LRAon
OpitTravellers Inndiscohall in Gulu town, which left
nine people killed and scoresinjured. Bothattacks
appeared to be Inresponseto a renewal of the
agreementbetween Sudan and Uganda in September in
which the Sudanese government agreed to forcethe
LRAtomoveits bases 1,000km from the border.

Allied Democratic Front

Abuses in western Uganda by the Allied Democratic
Front (ADF), based in the DRC, continued throughout
2000. They included killings, maimings and abductions
of civilians, including children, to become soldiers.
Although security in Kasese, Kabarole and Bundibugyo
districts improved a little, attacks by the ADF spread to
Bushenyi, Hoima, Kibaale and Mbarara districts during
the year.

&3 In August, seven people were killed in one attack
by the ADF in Bushenyi district.
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Human rights violations by security forces
Reports ofhuman rights violations by the security
forces, including possible extrajudicial executions,
torture and detention without trial, continued. There
were reports of human rights violations by the army,
the Ugandan People’s Defence Forces (UPDF), fighting
in support of rebel forces in the DRC.

3 In April Ugandan troops were reportedly involved
in deliberate and arbitrary killings of members of the
Lendu ethnic group in Kibali-Ituri province, and in
otherabuses. Atleast7oounarmedcivilians were
reportedly killed when Ugandan and Rwandese troops
fought for control ofKisangani in June and July. In
August over 100 children were reportedly taken from
the DRC to Jinja in Uganda by government forces for
military training. More than 4,000 members of the
UPDF were withdrawn from the DRC by September.
Political prisoners

Scores of people, including some possible prisoners of
conscience, were briefly detained without charge or
trial, oftenin military barracks. Themajority of
detainees were suspected members or supporters of
armed opposition groups.

3 InFebruary, two men were reportedly arrested by
the army and held in incommunicado detention in
military barracks in Mbarara district for more than
three months before being released without charge.
&3 In June Azia Turigye was reportedly arrested by the
police in Bushenyi district and handed over to the UPDF
in Mbarara. She was held illegally inincommunicado
detention at an undisclosed location for two months
beforebeingcharged with treason and held on remand
in Luzira prison.

At least 75 prisonerswerepardonedunder the
Amnesty Act, some of whom had been held without trial
ontreason charges for more than threeyears. The
Amnesty Commission reported that it had received over
300 applications from prisoners detained in Luzira
prison, the majority of whom were held on treason
charges. More than 2,000 refugees in Narrobi, Kenya,
mainly former members of the LRA, were still waiting for
their applications to be processed by theend of 2000

There were reports of torture and possible extrajudicial
executions by members of the UPDF, members of Local
Defence Units (LDU) and the police.

3 InAugustHafusa Muzamili wasreportedly raped
and killed by UPDF soldiers from the army
headquarters at Bombo, Luwero district.

3 InSeptember, 18LDUmembers reportedly forced
more than 15,000 villagers in Kapchorwa district to flee
their homes. The LDU members attacked local home
guards at the sub-county prison who were holding
three LDUmembers accused of beating Simon Kitiyo, an
alleged thief, into a coma. One civilian and two LDU
memberswere injured and three killed.

Freedom of assembly and association

Despite legislative changes in preparation for the
referendum on the political system, restrictions to
preventpolitical parties contesting elections remained.
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Scores of prisoners of conscience were arrested for
short periods after public meetings and peaceful
demonstrations organized by political parties, human
rights groups and others were broken up by the police,
sometimesviolently.

& In May in Mbaledistrict, police officers dispersed a
crowd and arrested participants at a seminar on the
referendum organized by the Uganda Young Congress,
youth wing of the opposition Uganda People's Congress.
3 In June, 1 students were arrested in Kampala and
charged with "misconduct and alarming the President”,
which carries a life sentence, after they attempted to
disrupt a rally by the President at Makerere University
Theywerereportedly carrying anti-Movement placards
and shouting slogans.

3 InSeptemberseveral people were injured when
police violently dispersed ameetingin Gulu district to
celebrate the fifth anniversary of the Uganda Young
Democrats

Freedom of expression

Journalists continued to face harassment and arbitrary
arrest

©3 InFebruary, two journalists, Frank Bagonza Kimome
and Joseph Kasimbazi, weredetained by the armyfora
week and subsequently charged with publishing false
news after Voice of Tororadio falsely reported that over
30 people had been killed by the ADF. The station
retracted the report shortly after it was broadcast. The
case had not come to court by the end of 2000.

3 The case against the three senior editors of the
independent daily The Monitor—Charles Onyango-
Obbo, David Ouma Balikowa and Wafula Oguttu—
beganin September. Theyhadbeen charged in May
1999 withseditionand publishing a false statement
following the publication of a photograph allegedly
showingmembers of the UPDF assaultinga woman.

Prison conditions

Prison conditions remained harsh and life threatening.
Both civilian and military prisons had high mortality
ratesfromovercrowding, malnutrition, diseases spread
by insanitary conditions, and HIV/AIDS. Pre-trial
detainees comprised nearly three quarters of the
prison population. The average time in pre-trial
detention was two to three years. Because of lack of
spacein juvenile facilities, juveniles were often
imprisoned with adults.

Death penalty

Atleast 10 people were sentenced to death, including
onewoman. At least it members of the UPDF had their
sentences quashed on appeal, includingtwowho had
beeninprisonawaitingappealformorethanu years. In
July President Museveni commuted the death sentences
of 16 prisoners to life imprisonment and pardoned over
500 other prisoners. There were more than 260
prisoners under sentence of death at the end of 2000.

Al visit
Al delegates visited Uganda in April. They met
journalisss, human rights organizations and others.
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UKRAINE

UKRAINE

Headof state: Leonid Kuchma

Head of government: ViktorYushchenko

Capital: Kiev

Population: 50.7 million

Official language: Ukrainian
Deathpenalty:abolitionistforall crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the involve-
ment of children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to
the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court; Protocol No. 6 to the
European Convention on Human Rights concerning the
abolition of the death penalty

Ukraine removed the death penalty from it criminal
code. There were a significant number of allegations
of policeill-treatment and torture of detainees.
Aliegations that military conscripts were subjected to
violent treatment known as “hazing" were also
received. An independent journalist apparently
“disappeared"”. The Ukrainian coastguard reportedly
used excessive force against Turkish fishermen in the
Black Sea, resulting in one death. Ukraine lacked a
genuine civilian alternative service to military service.

Death penalty

The Constitutional Court ruled on 30 December 1999
thatarticles in thecriminal codeprovidingfor the
death penalty wereunconstitutional, Following the
Court'sdecision, on 22 February 2000the Ukrainian
parliament, Verkhovna Rada, removed the death
penalty fromthe criminal code. It also ratified Protocol
No. 6 to the European Convention on Human Rights in
line with Ukraine’s commitments to the Council of
Europe, which it had joined in1995.

Torture/ ill-treatment
Ill-treatment and torture of detainees by law
enforcement officials appeared to berelatively
widespread. A delegation of the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or
DegradingTreatment or Purishment undertook a 16-
day visit to Ukraine in September, after having visited
the countryin 1999 and 1998. Reports of the visits had
notbeen made public by the end of 2000.
3 Anatoly Voskoboinikov was allegedly forced to sign
aconfession at the Ministry of the interior in Enakievo
inNovember 1998. According to the Kharkov Group for
Human Rights Protection, police officers handcuffed his
wristsunder hiskneesandslotted alength of wood
between his arms and chest, then lifted him up by the
piece of woodand hung him between twotables. The
police officers allegedly then punched and kicked him
while hewassuspended inthis painful position.
Therewerereports of ill-treatment and tortureof
young conscripts in the Ukrainian army. Each year a
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number are reportedly driven to suicide and desertion
asa result of hazing at the hands of other soldiers and
officers.

&3 Between May 1998 and September 1999, 18 recruits
who had deserted from their units appealed for help
fromthe Kharkov Union of Soldiers’ Mothers. Sixteen of
them stated that they had deserted because they had
been subjected to hazing.

Possible ‘disappearance’

GeorglyGongadze, a 3i-year-old investigative
Journalist, failed to return home on the evening of 16
September. He was editor of the Internet newspaper
Ukrayinskaya Pravda and an independent radio
journalist, and had criticized members of the
governmentand their allegedly corrupt relationship
with powerful interest groups. In June he reportedly
wrote an open letter to the Procurator General after
beingforced into hiding by police harassment. Al called
for animmediate and impartial investigationinto his
apparent "disappearance”.

On 3 November adecapitatedbody was found in a
shallow grave in woodland in the Tarashcha Rayon
area, near the capital, Kiev. The body was later
reportedly identified as the missing journalist. Later in
November the former presidential candidate and
leader of the Socialist Party of Ukraine, Olexandr
Moroz, claimed to have in his possession an audiotape
recording of PresidentKuchma, allegedly made bya
formerofficer of the Ukrainian State Security Service, in
conversationwiththe Minister of theInterior, Yury
Kravchenko, and the Chairman of the Presidential
Administration, Volodymyr Lytvy. The recording
allegedly implicated themin the "disappearance” of
Georgly Gongadze. President Kuchma and his
colleagues vociferously denied the allegations and
threatened Olexandr Moroz with libel action.

Excessive use of force

In March the Ukraiman coastguard fired shells at
Turkish fishing vessels in the Black Sea in two separate
incidents. Al expressed concern that the use of shells
by the coastguard tostop fishing vessels may have
represented unreasonable and excessive use of force.
&3 On22MarchaTurkish fisherman, Gurmiz Cinar,
was killed and one of his colleagues was injured by a
shell firedby the Ukrainian coastguard. The Turkish
vessel was fishing illegally in Ukrainian waters around
200km from Odessa.

Harsh prison conditions

Conditions in prisons and pre-trial detention centres
continued to fall below international minimum
standards, and amounted to cruel, inhumanor
degrading treatment. Prisoners were poorly fed,
received inadequate medical care and were held in
poorly heated and ventilated conditions in
overcrowded cells.

Conscientious objectors
The alternative civilian service to military service in
Ukraine extends only to those who object to military
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serviceo nreligious grounds and belong to religious
organizations registered with the state. At 36 months, it
is also twice as long as military service.

Oni2July Andrij Tvardijevych, an 18-year-old
conscientious objector, was given asuspended one-
year prison sentence and fined by a court in Kiev for
refusing to serve in the army for reasons of conscience,

Al country report
« Concernsin Europe, January ~ June 2000: Ukraine
(Al Index: EUR 01/003/2000)

UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Head of state: Al-Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan
Head of government: Al-Sheikh Maktum bin Rashid al-
Maktum

Capital: Abu Dhabi

Population: 2.6 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court

Atleast 15 death sentences and 18 flogging
sentences were reportedly handed down during
2000, although the true figuresmay havebeen
higher. Atleasttwo death sentenceswere
commuted, while five others were upheld on appeai.
Therewere no reported executions.

Background

The authorities announced a crack-down on drug
offenders, following areported 60 percent rise in drug-
related offences during 1999. Twelve of the i5 death
sentences handed down in 2000 were for drug-related
offences.

Death sentences

Atleast 15 people, all foreign nationals, were sentenced
to death during the year. Among them was Kartini bint
Karim, an Indonesian national, who was sentenced in
February bya Shari'a(islamic) court in the Emirate of
Fujairah to bestoned to death, reportedly after she had
confessed to adultery (see below).

During the year, appeal courts in Dubai upheld five
death sentences. In March, the death sentences against
two men, originally handed down in 1997 for drug-
related offences, were upheld. In April the death
sentence against an Afghan national, originally handed
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down in January for drug-related offences, was also
upheld. Injune, the death sentence against a Pakistan
national, originally handed down in February for drug-
related offences, was upheld. In July, the death
sentence previously passedon an Indian national for
murder was also upheld.

Commutation of death sentences

The sentence of stoning to death against Kartini bint
Karimwas commuted on appeal in April to one year's
imprisonment and deportation. During her appeal,
Kartini bint Karim reportedly denied confessing to the
offence of adultery. As she had already spent 10 months
in prison when her sentence was commuted, under
United Arab Emirates law this time wasdeductedfrom
her one-yearsentence, after which she was deported.
The court also sentenced in absentia the man involved
inthe case, an Indian national who had fled the
country, to one year's imprisonment.

InApril there werereports that Khalid Al-Malla, a
Pakistan national reportedly sentenced to death for
murder at the age of 14, was pardoned after having
spent 10 years indetention in Ras al-Khaimah. His
release and deportation reportedly followed the
payment of bloodmoney (diya) of approximately
US$45,000 to the murder victim's family.

Cruel judicial punishments

Atleast 18 sentences of cruel, inhuman or degrading
punishments such as flogging were passed during the
year; n of them were handed down in the Emirateof
Fujairah. Ten of the 18 sentenceswereallegedly for
adultery and n of those sentenced were foreign
nationals.

Injune a Shari'acourtinRas al-Khaimah
reportedly sentenced Pakistan nationals Jamilah Rasul
and Mohammad Ish ‘ar to 150 lashes and 9o lashes
respectively, to be followed by prison terms and
deportation, foradultery.

S InNovember, a Shari'acourt in Fujairah reportedly
sentencedPifatool Karima, an Indonesian national, to
120 lashes and 14 months’ imprisonment, to be followed
by deportation, for adultery.

Freedom of expression

In September there were unconfirmed reports that the
Ministry of Information had made a number of rulings
resulting in several academics and journalists being
banned from writing or publishing materials in the
media The rulings also reportedly required newspaper
publishers to obtain ministerial permission before they
could employ columnists to write for their newspapers.
Several radio and television programs were also
reportedly suspended in Abu Dhabi.




UNITED KINGDOM

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND

Head of state: QueenElizabeth II

Headof government: Tony Blair

Capital: London

Population: 58.8 million

Official language: English
Deathpenalty:abolitionistforall crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the involve-
ment of children in armed conflict

The Human Rights Act came intoforce in October,
incorporating most of the European Convention on
Human Rights into domestic law. Negotiations
concerning the implementation ofthe Multi-Party
Agreement in Northern Ireland continued, but
killings, bombings and beatings persisted. In the
United Kingdom (UK), the governmentintroduced
more sweeping powersfor the security forces in anti-
terroristand surveillance legislation. Detainees and
prisoners were reportedly subjected to ill-treatment
and racist abuse.

Background

Negotiations over the implementation of the Multi-
Party Agreement in Northernireland continued
throughout 2000. In February the peace process broke
down when thegovernment dissolved the Northern
Ireland Assembly and reinstated direct rule. However,
the Assembly was re-established in May.

Northern Ireland
InNovember, the Police (NorthernIreland) Act 2000
renamed the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) the
"PoliceService of Northern Ireland (incorporating the
RUC)" and introduced measures toencourage the
recruitment of Catholics and women. The Act failed to
highlight the centrality of human rightsprotectionand
toinclude all the measures for increased police
accountabilityrecommended by the independent
Commission on PolicingforNorthern Ireland in
October1999. These included increasing the effective
powers of the Policing Board and of the Police
Ombudsperson to initiate inquiries. In june Nuala
O'Loanbecame the first Northern Ireland Police
Ombudsperson, leading a team of independent
investigators into complaints against the police.

In March, the Review of the Criminal Justice System
in Northern Ireland set up under the Multi-Party
Agreement was published by a group of experts. It

made 294 recommendations, including the creation of a

newprosecutionservice and an independent Judicial
Appointments Commission.

The cases of Patrick Finucane and Rosemary Nelson
The Stevens police investigation continued into the
killing of Patrick Finucane in February 1989 by Loyalist
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paramilitaries in collusion with intelligence agents. The
only personcharged was William Stobie, arrested in
June 1999, whose trial was still pending. Al publisheda
reportwhich called on the government to establisha
Judicial public inquiry into this killing, in line with
international standards. The governmentstated that it
wouldmakeits decision oncecriminal proceedings had
beencompleted
Rosemary Nelson, also a lawyer, was killed by a
Loyalist car bomb in March 1999. In January 2000, it
was announced that the Director of Public Prosecutions
(DPP) had decided that the RUC officers accused of
issuing death threats againsther would not be
prosecuted. In May it was announced that no
disciplinary action would be taken against the officers.
After 20 months of police investigation, no one had
been charged in connection with her murder.

Freedom of expression

Charges under the Official Secrets Act were dropped in
November against a former military intelligenceofficer,
using the name of Martin ingram, and a Sunday Times
Journalist. The two had revealed information about the
operationsof asecret military intelligence unit, the
ForceResearch Unit (FRU), in the late 1980s and 1990 in
Northern Ireland. Martin ingram alleged that the FRU
had used a Loyalist agent to target suspected
Republicans for killing. Injunctions had been issued
against two newspapers to stop publication of further
revelations.

‘Bloody Sunday’ inquiry

The public judicial inquiry into the events of "Bloody
Sunday”, in which 13 people were killed and hundreds
injured by soldiers in January 1972, opened on 27
March. It was expected to last at least two years
Investigations into killings by the security forces

Four cases, involving 12 killings of Catholics in Northern
Ireland, weredeclared admissible by the European
Courtof Human Rights in April. It was alleged that RUC
officershad operated a policy of killing rather than
arresting suspected opponents, or had colluded with
Loyalist paramilitaries.

At the end of 2000, there were at least 15 inquests
outstanding into disputed killings and deaths in
custody. Al wasconcernedabout delays in holding such
inquests, including in the cases of Sam Marshall and
Roseanne Mallon.

Robert Hamill

The coroner leading the inquestintothedeath of
RobertHamill, who was kicked todeath by a Loyalist
crowdin Portadown in 1997, decided that he was
unable tohold an inquestbecause he could not
guarantee the safety of a key witness. Investigation of
the conduct of the police officers at the scene of the
attack continued.

Abuses by armed political groups

Sectarian killings and attacks continued during 2000, as
well as"punishment”killings and beatings by members
of armed Loyalist and Republican groups. During 2000
there were 18 killings, 5 by Loyalists and three by
Republicans. A feud between different Loyalist armed
groups led to the killing of seven people, including two
teenagers.
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There were dozens of "punishment” shootings and
beatings by both Republicans and Loyalists. So-called
“"punishments” were also meted out to children. In
April. a15-year-oldand a 17-year-old were shotand
injured by Loyalists in Belfast and a 16-year-old
suffered head injuries after beingbeaten by
Republicans wielding iron bars in Belfast.

Legislation

The HumanRights Actcame into force in October,
incorporating most of the European Convention on
Human Rights into domestic law

The Terrorism Act, enacted in July, made temporary
or emergency measures into permanent ones. Al
expressed concern that some measures contravened
international human rights standards or could result in
humanrightsviolations.

The Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act, enacted
in July, legalized a variety of intrusive surveillance
technigues, covert use of informants and agents, and
the interception of communications. Al was concerned
that the Act failed to provide sufficient safeguards,
including judicial oversight, to ensure accountability
andprotectionoffundamental human rights.

InNovember, Parliament lowered the age of consent
for homosexual acts from 18 to 16, thereby equalizing it
withtheageof consent forheterosexuals, for England,
Scotland and Wales, The agewas equalized at17for
Northern Ireland

Deaths in custody/ disputed killings

InMaythe government began a consultation process
on mechanisms toinvestigate misconduct by police
officers. Al published areport on deaths in custody in
the context of the consultation. In December the
government announced thatit would introduce a new,
independent investigation system for serious
misconduct cases, including deaths in custody.

At least one person died in police custody in disputed
circumstances: Asif Dad died in police custody in
January.

Updates

©3 In Mayan inquest jury returneda verdict of
“accidental death” in thecase of Glenn Howard, but
added that the police officers had used excessive
restraintand had subsequently failed to provide
medical care. He died in January 1999 after being ina
coma since Decemberi997. Therewereno
prosecutions or disciplinary action.

3 InJune an inquest juryreturneda verdict of
unlawfulkilling in the case of Christopher Alder, a black
formerparatrooper whodied in April 1998 in Hull
police station. A videotape showedhowofficers
ignored him as he lay on the police station floor for

1o minutes before they realized he was unconscious.
The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) was considering
whether to bring prosecutions against five officers.
3 Injune the High Court instructed the prosecution
authortties tore-examine their decision not to
prosecute sevenprisonofficers involved in thedeathin
prisonof Alton Manning, whodiedin 1995 after being
restrained.
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& InNovembertheCPS decided that nocriminal
charges would be broughtagainsteight police officers
reportedly involved in the restraint of Roger Sylvester
in January 1999. The exact cause of his death remained
disputed; an inquest was pending.

3 InDecember the CPS decided that no criminal
charges would be brought against the police officers
who shot dead Harry Stanley in September 1999. Harry
Stanley was walking home carrying a repaired table leg
inabag. He had stopped in a pub, where another
customer mistook his Scottish accent for Irish and the
table leg for ashotgunand alerted the police. Armed
police officers approached Harry Stanley from behind
and reportedly shouted a warning. Harry Stanley did
not stop, and when he turned around, reportedly after
another police shout, he was shot dead.

3 InFebruary, acoroner’s Juryissued a verdict which
effectively rendered the killing of unarmed IRA member
Diarmuid O'Neill lawful. Diarmuid O'Neill was shot
dead during a police raid inwestLondonin
September1996.

Police handling of racistkillings

There were renewed allegations that police forces were
not investigating the deaths of black people, which
could havebeen racially motivated, with the same
rigour as in othercases.

3 Harold McGowanand his nephew Jason were
foundhanged in Telford in July 1999 and January 2000
respectively. The family alleged that police had
assumed suicide and had neglected warnings that they
were under threat of racist attacks. The Metropolitan
Police's Racial and Violent Crimes Task Force assisted
the local police investigation.

&3 InMarch, a fresh inquiry was announced into the
police handling of the death of Ricky Reel following
complaints from his family. Ricky Reel drowned in the
RiverThames in October 1997. His family alleged that he
died as a result of aracistattack. The Police Complaints
Authority's inquiry resulted in finding three officers
guilty of neglect of duty. Aninguest jury in November
1999 returned an open verdict on the cause of death.

lll-treatment in prisons

Reportsofracistabuse and cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment were received from prisons
including Wandsworth, Frankland, Swaleside, Durham,
Wormwood Scrubsand Brixton. Reports werealso
received of ill-treatment of teenagers in Medway
Secure Training Centre, in Portland, and in Lisnevin,
Northern Ireland. The governmentannounced in
November that Lisnevinjuvenile Justice Centre would
be closed down.

3 In November Robert Stewart, aged 20, was
convicted of murdering his cellmate, Zahid Mubarek,
aged 19, in March at Feltham Young Offender
Institution and Remand Centre. Zahid Mubarek, of
Pakistani origin, was put in the same cell as Robert
Stewart, although Robert Stewart's racial pre judices
and violent behaviour were known. Al called fora
public inquiry into the killing and the failures of
Feltham, as well as the compatibility with international
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standards of detention policies and treatment of
children and young offenders.

Ill-treatment by police

There were continued allegations of ill-treatment by
police officers throughout the UK.

3 InMarch, Stuart Melchor, ablack warehouse
manager, was reportedly bitten by a police dog and hit
with truncheons by police who mistakenly presumed he
was breaking into a building.

3 InMay,twoNorthern Ireland police officers were
sentenced to one and two years' imprisonment
respectively in connection with the ill-treatment of
Bernard Griffinin 19gB.

3 In]une the Northern Ireland High Court upheld a
decision not to prosecute RUCofficersalleged to have
ill-treated David Adams during his arrest in 1994.

Impunity: Augusto Pinochet

In January Home Secretary Jack Straw announced that
he was considering refusingAugusto Pinochet's
extradition to Spain because of his ill-health. He based
his decision on asecretmedical report by four doctors.
The Home Secretaryrefused to disclose the report to
thefour countriesseekingextraditionuntil a High
Court ruling thatithadbeenwrong tokeepit secret. On
3March,after 17 months' detention in the UK pending
extradition, Augusto Pinochet was allowed toreturnto
Chile. (See Chile entry.)

Child soldiers

In November Al called on the UK tostopits policy of
deploying under-18s in armed conflicts. Children can be
recruited into the armed forces from the age of 16 and
canbe deployed in the battlefield from the age of 17. In
September the UK signed the Optional Protocol to the
UN Children’s Convention on the involvement of
children in armed conflict, but added a declaration
which Al believes undermines the spirit of the Optional
Protocol. Al urged the UK to ratify the Optional
Protocol without reservation.

Samar Alami and Jawad Botmeh

The appeal hearing held in October in the case of Samar
Alami and Jawad Botmeh wasadjourned to 2001. They
had been sentenced to 20years’ imprisonment after
being convicted of conspiracy to cause explosions in
1994 in London at the Israeliembassy and Balfour
House. Al was concerned that both during and after the
trial they had been denied full access to crucial
evidence, inbreach of fair trial standards.

Freedom of expression
In May, the UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion
and protection of the right tofreedomof opinion and
expressionissueda report criticizing provisions and
practices which limit freedom of expression in the UK.
Charges under the Official Secrets Act were brought
against David Shayler, a former Mis (intelligence)
officer, who had made a series of allegations about
misconduct by security and intelligence agencies,
David Shayler returned to the UK in August from France
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inorder to face the charges. The editor of 7he Observer
newspaper and a journalist were also investigated
under the Official Secrets Act for publishing David
Shayler's disclosures

Charges under the Official Secrets Act were also
broughtagainsta former army general, Nigel Wylde,
and journalist Tony Geraghty for the book, 7he Irish
War. Charges were dropped against the journalist and
inNovember Nigel Wylde was acquittedafter the
prosecution offered no evidence. The book included
information about computer-assisted surveillance in
Northernireland.

Refugees
In April, a system giving new asylum applicants
assistancein the form of vouchers rather than cash
cameinto force, as diddispersal of asylum-seekers.
These measures immediately ran into difficulties. As
predicted by Al, there was an alarming shortfall in
access to legaladvice for dispersed asylum-seekers,
many of whom were sent to areas where people had no
experience of living with asylum-seekers. There was
some very negative media coverage which pandered to
racial prejudice and created a hostile environment for
many asylum-seekers. After substantial pressure, at the
end of September the government announced a full
review of the voucher and support system as awhole.
Although the majority of asylum-seekers were
granted temporary admission pending the
determination of their claim, abouti,000asylum
seekers were held indetentionat any given time.

At country reports and visits

Reports

« Northern Ireland: The Killing of Patrick Finucane—
Official collusion and cover-up (Al Index: EUR
45/026/2000)

* United Kingdom: Questions reman after the inquest
into the killing of Diarmuid O'Neill (Al Index: EUR
45/041/2000)

 United Kingdom: Deaths in custody — lack of police
accountability (Al Index: EUR 45/042/2000)

* United Kingdom: Briefing on the Terrorism Bill
(Al Index: EUR 45/043/2000)

* United Kingdom: The Regulation of Investigatory
Powers Bill (Al Index: EUR 45/049/2000)

« United Kingdom: Policing in Northern Ireland — A New
Beginning? (Al Index: EUR 45/048/2000)

* United Kingdom: U-1Bs— Child soldiers at risk (Al
Index: EUR 45/056/2000)

* United Kingdom: U-1Bs — Reporton the recruitment
and deployment of child soldiers (Al Index: EUR
45/057/2000)

Visits
Al delegatesvisited Northern Ireland in May and

October. An Al delegate attended the inquestin February

into the disputed killing of Diarmuid O'Neill, and an Al

delegate observed the appeal hearing in October inthe
case of Samar Alami and Jawad Botmeh.
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UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Head of state and government: William Jefferson
Clinton

Capital: Washington D.C.

Population: 278.3 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty signatures/ ratifications: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on the
nvolvementofchildren in armed conflict; Rome Statute
of the International Criminal Court

Police brutality, disputed shootings and ill-treatment
in prisons and jails were reported. In May the UN
Committee against Torture considered the initial
report ofthe USA on implementation of the UN
Convention againstTorture. Eighty-five prisoners
were executed in 14 states bringing to 683 the total
number of people executed since 1976. Those
executed included individuals who were children
under 18 atthe time of their crimes, and the mentally
impaired. In December it was announced that
George W. Bush had won the November presidential
elections.

UN Committee againstTorture

In May the UN Committee against Torture considered
the initial report of the USA. In its conclusions and
recommendations the Committee welcomed "the
extensive legal protection” against torture andill-
treatment in the USA but found failings in important
areas, many of which had beenraised by Al.

Areas of concern highlighted by the Committee
included tortureand ill-treatment by police and prison
guards— much of it racially motivated; the sexual
abuse of female prisoners by male guards; prisoner
chaingangs; and the "excessively harshregime” of
supermaximum security (isolation) units. The
Committee urged the USA to abolish electro-shock stun
belts and restraint chairs, stating that their use “almost
invariably”led tobreaches of the Convention; and to
cease holding juveniles and adult prisoners together.

The Committee also recommended that the USA
withdraw all “reservations, interpretations and
understandings” registered on its acceptance of the
Convention against Torture. These included a reservation
toArticle 16 in which the USA agreed to be bound by the
Convention only tothe extent that it matched the banon
cruel punishment contained in the US Constitution.

Racial discrimination

In September the USA submitted its initial report on
compliance with the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination. The report
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described the protections against racial discrimination
under US laws and the Constitution, but acknowledged
that discrimination persisted in certain areas, including
in the criminal justice system.

Race was a factor inmany of the issues cited below,
forexample in police ill-treatment and "racial profiling”
inpolice stops and searches, in sentencing, and in the
Juvenile justice system.

Police brutality

Police brutality and disputed policeshootings of
unarmed suspectswerereported; adisproportionate
number of the victims werefrom racial minorities.
Many incidents of alleged abuse occurred at the end of
vehicle pursuits, during traffic stops, or during police
street patrols. Several suspects died afterbeing placed
in dangerous restraint holds or subdued with pepper
spray

During theyear, the US Justice Department
investigated several police departments for patterns of
abuses and civil rights violations, including racism, ill-
treatmentand excessive force.

3 In February, four New York Police Department
(NYPD) officers wereacquitted of all criminal chargesin
thekilling in 1999 of Amadou Diallo, an unarmed West
African immigrant who was shot 41 times outside his
home

During 2000, a federal Justice Department
investigation found that the NYPD's Street Crime Unit,
to which the officers belonged, engaged in racial
profiling—apractice in which blacks and Hispanics
weredisproportionately targeted in street stops and
searches. The Justice Department wasreported tobe
negotiating with the authorities on the implementation
ofarange of reforms to the NYPD, including
improvements to the disciplinary system.

3 In November the Los Angeles city authorities and
the federal governmentreached an agreement (known
as aconsentdecree) toreform the Los Angeles Police
Department (LAPD), following a lengthy federal
investigation into systemic problems including racism
and excessive force. The decree mandated a range of
measures, including arequirement that the LAPD
collect data on the ethnicity andgender of people
subjected to traffic and pedestrian stops and the
establishment of anindependent monitor to oversee
reforms.

An investigation continued into the scandal arising
fromthe LAPD's Rampart division, in which officers
were accused of having beaten, shot, robbed and
framed people. More than 70 current or former police
officers were under investigation and more than 100
criminal convictions hadbeen thrown out, with scores
more under review. In November, three officers were
convicted of conspiracy and other offences involving
framed gangmembers.

&3 TwoNew Jersey state troopersfaced trial in
connection with the 998 shooting and wounding of
three unarmed black and Hispanic men during a traffic
stop on the New Jersey Turnpike. The troopers had
fired n shotsat the van in which the youths were
travelling to college basketball trials.
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Earlier studies, showing that state troopers practised
racial profiling, had forced the department toreformits
practices and to monitor stops and searchesfor racial
and ethnic bias.

3 InNovember the US Justice Department
announced that it was investigating an alleged pattern
of abuses involving the Prince George's County Police
Department, Maryland, following a spate of police
shootingsand complaints of brutality inrecentyears,
including complaints filed by more than two dozen
people whosaid they had been maimed by police dogs.
Ruling on pepper spray

In May a federal appeals court reinstated a lawsuit filed
against law enforcement agencies in Humboldt County,
California, for swabbing liquid pepper spray into the
eyes of non-violent environmentalists during protests
in 1997, action which Al had said at the time was
"tantamount to torture”. The appeals court ruled there
wasevidence that the protesters had suffered
"excruciating pain” and that use of pepper spray could
In some circumstancesconstitute an “unreasonable use
offorce”. The case wasremandedto a jury for further
proceedings.

Torture/ ill-treatment in prisons and jails

Tortureand ill-treatment were reported in prisons, jails
and juveniledetentionfacilities. Abuses included
beatingsandexcessive force; sexual misconduct; the
misuse of electro-shock weapons and chemical sprays;
and the cruel use of mechanical restraints, including
holding prisonersfor prolonged periodsin four-point
restraint as punishment. Manyreportedabuses took
place in isolation units or during forced removal of
prisonersfromcells (“cell extractions®).

Cruel conditions in supermaximum security
(supermax) prisons, where prisoners are held in
prolongedisolation, continued tobereported. Al's
requests to toursuchfacilitiesin lllinois and Virginia
were turned downby the authorities.

3 Upto3oguardswere alleged tohave been
nvolved in the systematic ill-treatment of five
prisoners in a high security wing of Cook County Jail,
Ilinois, in July. Itwasalleged thatguards kicked and
punched the prisoners without provocation during cell
searches and subjected themtoracist abuse in
retaliation for havingreportedearlier ill-treatment of
Jail inmates. The prisoners —who were alsoreportedly
beaten after they were shackled — sustained
lacerations, bruising and bonefractures. A civil lawsuit
in the case was pending at the end of the year.

In July, three Cook County sheriff's deputies were
indicted on first degree murder charges for the beating
of inmate Louis Schmude in a holding cell in another
detention facility in May; he died hours later of a
ruptured spleen.

3 In September the US Justice Departmentopened a
civil rights investigation into Red Onion State Prison,
one of two supermax prisons in Virginiawhere there
hadbeenpersistentallegations of excessive use of
forceby guards, including misuse of firearms, restraints
and electro-shock weapons. Al renewediits call forthe
suspension of the use of all electro-shock weapons in
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Virginia prisons following the death in Wallens Ridge
Prison, the state's other supermax prison, of a diabetic
prisoner shocked with a stun weaponn July (see
below). The Department of Correctionsrefused to ban
the equipment and turned down a request by Al to tour
Wallens Ridge Prison

Abuse of incarcerated children

Childrenindetention weresubjected toill-treatment
whichincluded the cruel use of restraints and
prolonged isolation as punishment. Many children
continued to be prosecuted as adults and sent to adult
prisonswhere, in somestates, they were not separated
from adults and were held in inhumaneor
inappropriate conditions.

A study of the juvenile justice system published in
April. sponsoredbythe US Justice Departmentand six
of the country’sleading foundations, found that youths
from ethnic minority groups, especially African
Americans, were more likely to be imprisoned and to
serve longersentences than white youths charged with
similar offences.

3 InFebruary a lawsuit was filed alleging
widespread abuse at the State TrainingSchoolin
Plankinton, South Dakota, a juvenile detention
facility. Children werereportedly placed in punitive
handcuffs and shackles; forced to lie spread-eagled in
four-point restraints for hours at a time, including
overnight; and girlswere forcibly stripped by male
staff while held in four-point restraint. It was also
alleged that children, some of them mentally ill, were
routinely held in isolation for 23 hours a day,
sometimes for months at a time.

In December a federal judge approved a settlement
which placed strict limits on the use of forceand
punishment at Plankinton. This included aban on
restraints as punishment and the removal of four-point
rings used to tie inmates to beds, and the setting of
limits on the length of time children could be confined
tocells.
lll-treatment of women prisoners
Male guards continued to have unsupervised access to
women prisoners or detainees in women's prisons and
local jails. There wereallegations of sexual abuse of
female prisoners by malesstaff instates including
California, Connecticut, New York, South Carolinaand
WestVirginia. Draft legislation wasintroducedin New
York to ban pat-down searches of women prisonersby
male staff.

&3 Reports of ill-treatment of inmates at Wayne
County Jail, West Virginia, included claims that
women prisoners were made to parade partially
naked infront of male inmates, forced to undergo
strip searches by male guards, fondled by male
officers or watched while dressing. One prisoner said
shewas coerced into asexualrelationship with a
guard who later resigned. There were also allegations
of assaults by guardsagainstboth male and female
inmates and the abusive use of pepper spray. The
results of a Justice Department investigation into
allegations of federal criminal civil rights violations by
guards at the jail were not known by the end of the
year.
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3 [nOctober a state legislative committee held
hearingson ill-treatment in two California prisons,
Valley State Prison for Women and the Califormia
Institute for Women. Women prisoners testified about
medical neglect and sexual abuse by male staff.

Deaths in prison

&3 Lawrence Frazier, a diabetic, died in July after
being restrained by guards and zapped with a 45,000
volt electro-shock stun gun after becoming delirious
and "combative” in the Wallens RidgePrisoninfirmary
where he hadbeentakenfor hypoglycemia. Although
the prison authorities said afterwards that a doctor had
ruled out the stun weapon as a cause of death, this was
discounted by many observers as the doctor had had no
accessto theautopsy results. Inquiries into the death
were still pending at the end of the year

3 InOctoberastate jury acquitted aformer prison
guard onacharge of aggravated battery and coercion
to falsify reports in the case of Frank Valdez who died in
Florida State Prison in July 1999. The guard was accused
of beating Valdez and breaking his jaw after he was
handcuffed. Frank Valdez died the next day after an
altercation with four other guards whose trial on
second-degree murder charges was still pending at the
endof 2000

3 In June, eight prison guards accused of staging
"gladiator style” fights among prisoners at Corcoran
State Prison, California, between 1989 and 1995, were
acquitted of criminal charges after a jury trial. Guards
hadshot 31 prisoners, seven of them fatally, while
breaking up the fights. Although the guards were
acquitted, the state had earlier been forced to change
1ts policies after an independent panel found that 8o
per cent of the shootings had been unjustified. State
legislative hearings in 1998 had found a pattern of
brutality at the prison.

Death penalty

In 2000, B85 prisoners were executed in 14 states,
bringing to 683 the total number executed since the US
Supreme Court lifted amoratorium on executions in
1976.The USA continued toviolate international
standards by using the death penalty against the
mentally impaired, individuals who were under 18 at
the time of the crime, and defendants who received
inadequate legal representation.

In January, the Governor of illinois declareda
moratorium on executions in hisstateowing toits
"shameful” record of wrongful convictions in capital
cases. His decisionfuelled calls forexecutionstobe
haltedelsewhereinthecountry, asconcernabout the
fairness and reliability of the capital justice system grew.
The New Hampshire legislature voted to abolish the death
penalty, but the state governor vetoed the bill. Amidst a
waveof national and international appeals, the Governor
of Maryland commuted the death sentence of Eugene
Colvin-El shortly beforehe was due to be executed in
June, because of lingering doubtsabout his guilt. In
November, the Governor of North Carolina commuted the
death sentence of Marcus Carter hoursbefore his
execution, after i years on death row The governor cited
concernabout the famess ofMarcus Carter's trial
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A Justice Department review of federal death
sentences, made public in September 2000, found
widespread geographic and racial disparities in the
application of the federal death penalty nationwide.
The firstfederal execution since 1963, scheduled totake
place on 12 December, wasstayedfor six months by
President Clinton pending more analysis of the Justice
Departmentreview.

Texasexecuted 40 prisoners during the year, a
recordinanyoneyear. In December, the 150th prisoner
wasexecuted under thefive-yeargovernorship of
president-elect George W. Bush.

Execution of child offenders

&3 Chris Thomas, Steve Roach, Glen McGinnis and
Gary Graham were executed for crimes committed
when they were 17. Gary Graham was put to death in
Texas in the face of widespread national and
international protest and serious doubts about his
guilt. More than 8o prisoners remained ondeathrow n
16 states at the end of the year for crimes committed
when they were i6 or 17.

Execution of the mentally impaired

3 Thomas Provenzano, who was executed in Florida
in June, sufferedfrom paranoid schizophrenia A judge
found him competent for execution despite agreeing
that the prisoner believed he was being killed because
he was Jesus Christ. On 20 June, Thomas Provenzano
was already strapped down for execution, with the
lethal injection needles inserted, whena court issued a
stay. Twenty-four hours later, Thomas Provenzano was
put through the same ordeal and executed.

Ineffective legal assistance

&3 0n270ctober, the US Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuit vacated a lower court ruling that death-row
inmate Calvin Burdine should get a new trial because
his lawyer had slept during the original proceedings.
The State of Texas argued that it had not been proved
that the lawyer's sleeping had rendered him ineffective,
and the Fifth Circuit court agreed. A dissenting judge
described the case as one which "shocks the
conscience”.

Violation of the Vienna Convention

©3 A Mexican national, Miguel Angel Flores, was
executed in Texas on g November, despite appeals for
clemency from the Mexican and other governments.
He was denied his treaty-based consular rights, as were
most of the go foreign nationals on death row in the
USA. In November, the International Court of Justice in
The Hague heard arguments in a case brought against
the USA by Germany following the execution of two
German nationals in Arizona in 1999. The Court had not
issued aruling by the end of 2000.

Other concerns

In June the parole board denied parole in the case of
LeonardPeltier, imprisoned since 1977 for the murder
of two FBlagents. Therewereconcernsabout the
fairnessof the proceedings leading to his conviction. In
DecemberPresident Clinton announced that he was
reviewingthe casefora possible pardon. Al had
repeatedly called on President Clinton togrant
clemency in the case.
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Mazen Al-Najjar, a Palestinian immigrantjailed for
more than three years on the basis of secret
government evidence, was released in December after
a court ruled that a summary of that evidence, which
purportedto show his links with a terroristgroup, was
insufficient to justify his detention. New proceedings
had been ordered into the case by a courtin May which
found that his due process rights had been violated. At
called for a ban on the use of secret evidence to detain
people during deportation proceedings.

In August Al wrote to the government to express
concern about the treatment of Dr Wen Ho Lee, who
was shackled and held in solitary confinement in
federal detention pending his trial on charges of
leaking nuclear secrets to China. DrWenHoLeewas
released in September after pleading guilty to one of
the charges against him; the other charges were
dropped.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

USA: A Life in the Balance — The case of Mumia Abu-

Jamal (Al Index: AMR 51,/001/2000)

USA: Failing the Future - Death penalty developments

April 1998-March 2000 (At Index: AMR

51/003/2000)

* USA:A 8riefing for the UN Committee against Torture
(Al Index: AMR 51/056/2000)

* USA:A call to action by the UN Commuttee against

Torture (Al Index: AMR 51/107 /2000

USA: Worlds Apart: Violations of the rights of foreign

nationals on death row — Cases of Europeans (Al

Index: AMR 51/101/2000)

USA: Memorandum to President Clinton — An appeal

for human rights leadership as the first federal

execution looms (Al Index: AMR 51/158/2000)

Visits

Aldelegatesattended a conference on supermaximum

security prisons in Washington D.C. in February, and the

“Committing to Conscience” Conference on the abolition

of the death penaltyin San Francisco in November.
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URUGUAY

EASTERN REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY

Head of state and government: Jorge Batile (replaced
Julio Maria Sanguinetti in March)

Capital: Montevideo

Population: 3.3 million

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/treaties: Optional Protocol to
the UN Children's Convention on the involvement of
children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to the UN
Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court

Steps were taken to establish the fate of people who
“disappeared"” under military governments between
1973 and 1985. There were reports of torture and ill-
treatment.

Background
President Jorge Batlle took office at the beginningof
March. His firstmonths inofficewere marked by a
willingness to clarify the fate of those who
"disappeared”in Uruguay between 1973 and 1985. Some
34 people "disappeared” in Uruguay and at least 100
Uruguayans "disappeared” in Argentina during this
period. Thousands of people weretortured and ill-
treated under the military government in Uruguay

In August the government established a special
commission, the Cormision para la Paz, Peace
Commission, to clarify the fate of all those who
"disappeared" during those years. However, the 1986
Expiry Law, which granted exemption from punishment
to all police and military personnel who committed
human rights violations for political motives or to fulfil
ordersbefore 1 March 198s, prevented the perpetrators
being brought to justice. The Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights has stated that the Expiry
Law violates the American Convention on Human
Rights.

Developments in ‘disappearance’ cases

3 In Maya civil courtruled that the motherof Elena
Quinteros had the right to find out the whereabouts
and circumstances in which her daughter
“"disappeared". Elena Quinteros "disappeared” in 1976
n Montevideo after being detained by the security
forces inside the Venezuelan embassy where she had
hidden. In addition, in November, a court ruled that
those civilians who were allegedly involved in Elena
Quinteros' "disappearance”, including the then
Minister of Foreign Affairs, who were notcovered by
the 1986 Expiry Law, should be brought to justice.

3 Thefateof Juan Gelman's granddaughter was
established. Juan Gelman's son, Marcelo Gelman, and
his pregnant wife, Maria Claudia Garcia Irureta
Goyena, both Argentine citizens, "disappeared” in
Argentina in August 1976. Marcelo Gelman's body was
discoveredin 1989. In i99g itemerged that Maria
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Claudsa Garcia had given birthtoherbaby atthe
Military Hospital in Montevideo

Therewerecontinued reports that detaineeswereill-
treated and tortured by police and prison guards.

3 Reports came to light that inJuly 1999, four men
and a 17-year-old boy, who had been detained by police
on suspicion of theft, weretorturedand Ill-treated in
order to force themto sign confessions. The four men
were also reported to have been torturedandill-
treated at the Santiago Vazquez prison

Al country report
* Uruguay: The "Disappeared” — One step closer to truth
and justice (Al Index: AMR 52/002/2000)

UZBEKISTAN

REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN

Head of state: Islam Karimov

Head of government: OtkirSultanov

Capital: Tashkent

Population: 24.3 million

Officiallanguage: Uzbek

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court

Reports ofill-treatment and torture by law
enforcement officials of members of independent
Islamic congregations or followers of independent
imams (Islamic leaders) continued unabated.
Hundreds of suspected members of the banned Islamic
party Hizbut-Tahn', including women, were reportedly
arbitrarily arrested and sentenced to long terms of
imprisonment after unfair trials. Several prisoners died
in custody, allegedly as a result of torture. Therewere
atleast 13 death sentences and eight executions,
reportedly imposed after unfair trials.

Background

In January Islam Karimov consolidatedhis powerafter
being re-elected President with nearly 92 per cent of
the vote. The Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) refused to send an
observation mission because there was no democratic
competition. The only other candidate, a member of the
pro-government People's Democratic Party, admitted
to having voted for Islam Karimov.

In August violent clashes broke out between the
Uzbek armed forces and armed units of the banned
opposition Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU)
whentheytriedtoentersoutheastern Uzbekistan from
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neighbouring Afghanistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan. In
November the Supreme Court of Uzbekistan sentenced
Takhir Yuldash and Juma Namangani, the alleged
leaders of the IMU, to death in their absence. They were
convicted of terrorismand treason and of causing the
death of 73 people inarmedincursionsand in the
February 1999 bombings in Tashkent. Muhammad Salih,
theexiled leader of the banned Erk Democratic Party,
was sentenced to 15 years' imprisonment on the same
charges, also in his absence.

On 28 August President Karimov granted an amnesty
tomore than 10,000 prisoners in order to mark the
country's ninth anniversary of independence.
According to the chairman of the Supreme Court, there
were no political or religious prisoners in Uzbekistan
and the more than 2,000 prisoners convicted of anti-
statecrimes or membership of illegal organizations,
mostly suspected members of Hizb-ut-Tahrir who did
not qualify for the amnesty, were criminals.

Reportsofill-treatmentand torture by law
enforcement officials of members of independent
Islamic congregations or followers of independent
imams continued. Hundreds of suspected members of
Hizb-ut-Tahrir, including women, werereportedly
arbitrarily arrested and sentenced to long terms of
imprisonment after trials that fell far short of
international fair trial standards. The courtswere
reported to have systematically failed toinvestigate or
take into account allegations of torture.
Defendantsaccused of non-political criminal
activitieswerealso reported to have been tortured and
ill-treated indetentioninorder to make them confess.
3 InJuly the presiding judge at Tashkent Regional
Court reportedly dismissed allegations of torture by 15
members of Hizb-ut-Tahrircharged with distributing
leaflets and calling for the overthrow of the
constitutional order, even after one of the accused
took off his shirt to show the court the injuries and
bruises he had suffered. He was also said to have
shown a hole in his foot which he hadreceived as a
result of being beaten with a nail fixed to a plank of
wood. Other co-accused claimed to have been raped,
tortured with electric shocks, violently beaten and
threatened withmurder in order to force them to
confess.
Deaths in custody
Human rights groups reported several cases of deaths
incustody as aresultof tortureor ill-treatment by law
enforcement personnel.
3 InMarch, the family of 33-year-old Nemat
Karimov, who was serving a 20-year sentence in Navoy
prisoncamp in connection with the February 1999
Tashkent bombings, was informed of his death. The
prisonauthorities reportedly did not disclose the
cause of death. When the body was prepared for
burial, it was allegedly discovered that the left-hand
side of Nemat Karimov's face was disfigured, his nose
twisted, his upper lipbroken, and there was a hole in
the middle of his skull. There were reportedly also
injuries to his legs
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Prisoner of conscience Makhbuba Kasymova
Makhbuba Kasymova, a member of the Independent
Human Rights Organization of Uzbekistan (NOPCHU),
was sentenced to five years'imprisonment in July 1999
for "concealing a crime” and "misappropriation of
funds” after a grosslyunfair three-hour trial described
by human rights monitors as a "farce”. In August 1999
Tashkent City Court turned down Makhbuba
Kasymova's appeal against her sentence after a hearing
lasting 14 minutes, at which she was not present. An
appeal lodged by her lawyer with the Supreme Court
was still pending at the end of 2000.

Makhbuba Kasymova, who was held in Tashkent City
Prison, was reported to be suffering from heart
problems. In August NOPCHU reportedthat she
qualified forrelease under the presidential
independence anniversary amnesty, and would
probably be released at the end of September. On 6
October Makhbuba Kasymova's daughter was told by
the director of Tashkent Women's Colony that her
mother had committed three offences against prison
rules which was enough to disqualify her from the
amnesty. Makhbuba Kasymova claimed that the
offences had been fabricated in order to prevent her
from being released. On 22 December Makhbuba
Kasymova was unexpectedly released from prison.

Possible prisoners of conscience
Mamadali Makhmudov, a writer, and Muhammad
Bekzhon, abrother of Erk Democratic Party leader
Muhammad Salih, were reportedto have beensecretly
transferred to Yaslik prison in April. Al had previously
expressedconcern atreportsof prison camps in
remote areas of Uzbekistan where the overwhelming
majority of prisoners were members of independent
Islamic congregations accused of supporting the
banned Islamic opposition. The existence of one of
these prison camps— Yaslik — located in former Soviet
army barracks in the Karakalpakstan Autonomous
Republic (a desert area southwest of the Aral Sea), was
independently confirmed in 1999. Conditions were said
to be cruel, inhuman and degrading, with prisoners
being denied adequate drinking water while doing
forced labour. The camp may also be situated in a
chemically or biologically contaminated area.
Unofficial sources estimated that at least 20, and
possiblyas many as 38, prisoners died in Yaslik in 1999
and 2000 as a result of torture and poor conditions.
Mamadali Makhmudovwas reported to have faced
punitive treatment, including being forced to sit
crouching for extended periods with hishands behind
his head. He was said to have lost a lot of weight and to
be suffering from pain in his chest, sides and back. He
had apparently notbeen given access to appropriate
foodor medical care and had fainted onseveral
occasions. In early July the Ministry of Internal Affairs
denied that Mamadali Makhmudov hadsufferedill-
treatmentand that his healthwasdeteriorating
However, later that month he wasreportedly urgently
transferred to the medical wing of Tashkent prison. His
relatives werenot informed of hiswhereabouts until
September. He was reported to be in a critical condition.
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On 18 August 1999, aftera trial whichfell farshort of
international standards, Tashkent Regional Court
sentenced Mut d Bekzhon, Mamadal
Makhmudov and their co-accused, Yusif Ruzimuradov,
Rashid Bekzhon, Kobil Diyarov and Negmat Sharipov, to
prison terms of between eight and 5 years. All six men
were reportedly tortured in pre-trial detention, in
order to force them to confess to fabricated charges
and to incriminate Muhammad Salih.

The death penalty

Allearnedof at least 13 death sentences and eight
executions during 2000, but believed the actual
number to be much higher. Many of these sentences
were handed down in connection with the February
1999 bomb explosions in Tashkent and subsequent
armed clashes between law enforcement forcesand
allegedmembersof the IMU. Al was concerned at the
number of allegations that international fair trial
standards were violatedin capital punishmentcases. In
particular, victims claimed that they were convicted on
the basis of confessions made as a result of torture.

In July the general procuracy confirmed that 19 death
sentences handed down in 1999 for alleged
involvement in the Tashkent bombings had been
carried out

In2000at least four death sentences were
commuted. The death sentences passed in November
1999 on two young musicians, Arsen Arutyunyan and
Danis Sirazhev, were commuted to 15 years’
imprisonment on 31 March by the Presidium of the
Supreme Court of Uzbekistan.

New death sentences

3 In June Al learned that the Supreme Court of
Uzbekistan had upheld the death sentences of Oybek
and Uygun Ruzmetov, Shikhnozor Yakubov, Sardor
Allayarov and Utkir Yusupov. The five men had been
sentenced to death by Tashkent Regional Court in July
1999 for planningto blow up a water reservoir,
attempting to overthrow the constitutional order and
setting up an Islamic state. According to the mother of
Oybek and Uygun Ruzmetov, law enforcement officers
planted cartridges in Oybek Ruzmetov's room the day
beforetheyarrestedthebrothersin December998. In
February1999the police were reported to have briefly
detained their mother and father and humiliated them
by forcing them to undress and taking them handcuffed
and in their underwear to see their sons. Oybek and
Uygun Ruzmetov reportedly told their parents that they
had beentorturedin detention and that law
enforcement officers had threatened to arrest their
parents andrapeUygun Ruzmetov's wife. Al also
received unconfirmed reports that Shikhnozor Yakubov
had died of beatings in prison in October 1999.

3 On14May Polvonnazar Khodzhayev was
sentenced to death by Tashkent Regional Court for
attempting to overthrow the constitutional order of
Uzbekistan in order to create an Islamic state.
According to the non-governmental international
organization Human Rights Watch, his trial did not
meetinternational fair trial standards. The co-
accused were sentenced to prison terms ranging from

263




VEM

14t1024years’ imprisonment. In September the
Supreme Court turned down his appeal against his
death sentence. A petition forclemency was believed
to be still pending with the President at the end of the
year. Polvonnazar Khodzhayev had been detained in
the Russian town of Samara on s April by Russian
officials and handed over to Uzbek law enforcement
officers.

Reportedly, in the first quarter of 1999 officers of
the Khorezm Internal Affairs Department had
frequently questioned Polvonnazar Khodzhayev's
parents about the whereabouts of their sons, who
were suspected of links with Islamist armed groups
In April 1999 Polvonnazar Khodzhayev's father,
Azmboy Khodzhayev, was arrested, allegedly in place
of his sons. Three days earlier PresidentKarimov had
reportedly said that he would issue a decree allowing
for the arrest of a suspect's father if a son involved in
“religious extremism” couldnotbe found. In June
1999 Azimboy Khodzhayev was sentenced to eight
years' imprisonment on reportedly fabricated
charges of "illegal possession of narcotics”. Only two
weeks after the trial he was said to have died in
custody in Yaslik prison camp. The family reportedly
received a death certificate but was not allowed to
see his body.

Executions

3 Dmutry Chikunov was sentenced to death for
premeditated, aggravated murder by Tashkent Regional
Courton u November 1999. He alleged that in pre-trial
detention he had been beaten unconscious, nearly
asphyxiated with a gas mask over his head and that
police had threatened to rape his mother unless he
confessed. Al was notawareof any investigation of
these allegations. His appeal against his death sentence
was rejected by the Supreme Court on 24January and
he wasexecuted on 10 July. The newswasgivento his
motherwhen she wentto visit him in Tashkent prison
on12]uly.

3 Six men sentenced to death by the Supreme Court
on 28 June 1999 for their part in the February 1999
bombings in Tashkent were reportedly executed at the
beginning of January. The defendants had been
accused of belonging to extremist religious
organizations whichadvocatedaihad(holy war) to
overthrow the constitutional order in Uzbekistan and
the assassination of PresidentKarimov. There were
reportsthat thedefendantshad beenbeatenor
otherwise ill-treated in pre-trial detentionand forced
under duress to give false evidence. Humanrights
monitors had expressed concern that fair trial
standards, although promised by the authorities, had
notbeenrespected. The defendants had reportedly
been denied the right to a lawyer of their own choice
and therewere allegations that thedefence lawyers
did not represent the defendants' interests. According
to Human Rights Watch, there was no presumption of
innocence and the prosecution failed to present any
solid evidence toprove the defendants guilty. The
European Union condemned the executions and urged
Uzbekistan to introduce a moratorium on the death
penalty.
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* Uzbekistan: Ismail Adylov— Human rights defender
and prisoner of conscience (Al Index: EUR
62/002/2000)

« Uzbek 1 Makhbuba K

Y = Human righ%
defender and pnsoner of conscience (Al Index: EUR
62/004/2000)

VENEZUELA

BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OFVENEZUELA

Head of state and government: Hugo Chévez Frias
Capital: Caracas

Population: 241 million

Official language: Spanish

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the
involvement of children inarmed conflict; Optional
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute
ofthe International Criminal Court

Several people were reported to have “disappeared”
or been extrajudicially executed by the security forces
during rescue operations following catastrophic
floods in December 1999. Scores of cases of torture
and ill-treatment were reported. Chronic prison
overcrowding was eased by the release of prisoners
awaiting trial, but prison conditions remained poor.
Hundreds of prisoners were killed during the year, the
majority by fellow inmates. Hundreds of refugees
fleeing political violence in Colombia were denied a
proper hearing to determine if they would be at risk if
returned to their country.

Background

In July, Hugo Chavez Frias of the Movimientodela V
Republica(MVR), Movement of the FifthRepublic, was
re-elected President. The MVR also won an outright
majority incongress. High crime rates continued to
generate debate. In June the Ministryof the Interior
and Justice proposed a bill reforming the Criminal Code
of Criminal Procedures (COPP), which would give the
police wider powers to detain criminal suspects
without a judicial order. Critics of the bill argued that it
was unconstitutional and violated international human
rights standards. In November the National Assembly
approveda law allowing President Chavez togovernby
decree for a period of 12 months. The law included
mattersaffecting the administration of criminal justice.

Human rights and the Vargas floods
In late December199g, the state of Vargas suffered
torrential rain and floods in which up to 50,000 people
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died. In the aftermathof thedisaster, journalist
Vanessa Davies and the human rights organization
Provea published reports claiming that several people
had "disappeared” or been extrajudicially executed by
members of the security forcesin Vargas. President
Hugo Chavezreacted by calling on witnesses to come
forward, but accused Provea of publishing a "suspicious
and superficial” report. Within a week the Officesof the
Attorney General and of the Ombudsman announced
that they had openedinvestigationsinto the
allegations. By theend of the year only one person had
been brought to justice and convictedfor these
violations.

3 MarcoAntonioMonasterioand Oscar José Blanco
Romero"disappeared” on 21 December19qg, during the
flood rescue operations. They were reportedly
detained by the army in the neighbourhood of Valle del
Pino and transferred into the custody of the
Directorate of Intelligence and Criminal Prevention
Services (DISIP). By the end of the year their
whereabouts had not been established. José Francisco
Rivas Fernandez and Roberto Hernandez apparently
suffered a similar fate. Luis Rafael Bastardo was
extrajudicially executed on 25 December. A National
Guard corporal admitted toshooting him deliberately
and wassentenced in September to 10 yearsin prison.

Torture and ill-treatment continued to be reported;
most cases involved police officers beating victims.

3 InAugust Ronny Yosmar Aquino and Alexis
Medina, two transgendered friends, were detained
without ajudicial orderin thecity of Valencia,
Carabobo state. They were reportedly forced to
undress in the street and severely beaten. They were
then held in incommunicado detention without access
toalawyer, doctor or their families. The detentions
took place in the context of a campaign of intimidation
directed at the transgenderedcommunity, during which
José Luis Nieves wasfatally shot on 29 July while
recovering from wounds inflicted in anearlier shooting
bya state police officer.

Prison conditions

The authorities claimed that the perennial crisis of
overcrowding in Venezuela's prisons had been
ameliorated as a result of the implementation of the
COPP in July 1999 which allowed for the conditional
release of prisoners awaiting trial.

InMarch the vice-president of the government's
Commission on the Functioning and Restructuring of
the Judicial Systemclaimed that the prisonpopulation
had beenreduced from 25,000to some 14,000
inmates, and that inmate killings had diminished.
However, 460 prisoners were reported to have been
killed by guards or fellow prisoners between October
1999 and September 2000, a small reduction
compared to the previous 12 months.

In April, following a visit toseveral prisons, a
European Union delegation was reported to have
expressed concern about prison conditions,
describing them as "very hard and limited, because the
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inmates control them...asitis the only way they can
survive the violence”.

Refugees

Scores of people fleeing political violence in Colombia
were forcibly returned. The Venezuelanauthorities
failed to provide them with access to a full and fair
asylum procedure to identify those at risk of human
rights violations. The authorities argued that those
fleeing the violence werenot refugees, but “displaced
people in transit”, and therefore did not fall within the
terms of the UNRefugee Convention. However, many
of those fleeing the violence stressed that their lives
would be at risk if theywere toreturnhome. The UN
High Commisioner for Refugees stated that therewasa
needfor an official refugee service and that it was
collaborating with the authorities to implement one.

Impunity

In March, a friendly settlement was reached between
the government and relatives of 41 people killed by the
security forces in November 1992 in the Reténde Catia,
The case had been referred to the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights. Of some 300cases of
human rights abuses registered by local non-
governmental organizations between 985 and 1999,
only 40 had been resolved as a resultof judicial
proceedings. Of at least 200 cases of torture reported
since 1995, in none had those responsible been brought
tojustice. The authorities failed to opena prompt
judicial investigation into allegations that Peru’s
Ambassador to Venezuela, army general Julio Salazar
Monroe, had been responsible for crimes against
humanity. He returned to Peru, claiming to be suffering
fromill health.

Al country report

« Venezuela: Protecting human rights — the task 1s not
yet over (Al Index:AMR 53/008/2000)
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VIET NAM

SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM

Head of state: Tran Duc Luong

Head of government: Phan Van Khai

Capital: Ha Noi

Population: 75.1 million

Official language: Vietnamese

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional
Protocol to the UN Children‘s Convention on the
involvement of children in armed conflict

oy

Dozens of prisoners of conscience and p

InJuly changes to theCodeofCriminal Procedure
came intoeffect which allowed death sentences on
pregnantwomen or breast-feeding mothers of children
aged up to 36 months to be changed to life imprisonment.
3 NguyenThi Hiep, a 42-year-old Canadian national
of Vietnamese origin, was executed in April. She had
been sentenced to death in April 997 onchargesof
drug trafficking. Her 73-year-old mother, arrested with
herin 1996, was sentenced to lifeimprisonment. The
Canadian authorities called for a review of the sentence
to take intoaccount evidence gathered by Canadian
police authorities thatbothwomenhadbeen
unwittinglyused as couriers by a major drugs ring.
Despite indications that the Vietnamese authorities
wouldreview the evidence, Nguyen Thi Hiep was
executed without any advance notice. Her mother was

prisoners of conscience remained in prison
throughout 2000, and restrictions on released
prisoners continued to be harsh. Political dissidents
and religious critics of the government were
subjected to surveillance, harassment and denial of
basic freedoms, including freedom of expression. At
least five possible prisoners of conscience were
sentenced to prison terms. The government
continuedto prevent independent human rights
monitors fromvisiting the country. More than 110
people were sentenced to deathandatleast 12
executions were carriedout.

Background

Areported total of 22,597prisonerswerereleased under
aspecial amnesty to mark two important anniversaries,
and thousands of others had sentences reduced. No
information was made public about whether political
prisoners were included. Only twoprisoners of
consciencewereknown tohavebeenreleased in the
April amnesty commemorating the 2sth anniversary of
South Liberation Day. A self criticism campaign launched
by the Communist Party in t999 continued throughout
theyear, as did campaigns against official corruption
andcrime. A revised Criminal Code came into effect in
July. Inthe latter part of the year the country suffered
the worst flooding in decades, resulting in the deaths of
more than oo people. In November President Bill
Clinton became the first US president to visit the country
since the Viet Nam war.

Death penalty

Twenty-nine offences ranging from national security to
economic crimes remained punishable by death. One
hundred and twelve death sentences and 12 executions
were recorded. However, the true figures were believed
to be much higher; the authorities did not make public
full information on the death penalty. Most of the
reported deathsentences wereimposedfordrug
trafficking. Seven deathsentenceswererecorded for
economic offences such as fraud and forgery.
Executions are carried out by firing squad, sometimes
in public. It was common for relatives not to be
informed of executions beforehand, but to be asked to
collect belongings a few days after execution.
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bsequently granted an amnesty.

Prisoners of conscience

Dozens of prisoners of conscience and possible
prisoners of conscience continued to be detained for
their political beliefs and religious affiliations. Many
wereelderly and in poor health.

3 Sixty-eight-year-old Professor Nguyen Dinh Huy,
the founder and presidentof the "Movement to Unite
the People and Build Democracy”, continued to be held
in prison camp 2304, in Dong Nai province, for his
peaceful political activities. He had been arrested in
November 1993 and sentencedto 15 years’
imprisonment in August 1995 after trying to organize a
conference about human rights and democracy in Ho
Chi Minh City. He had previously spent 17yearsin
detention without charge or trial.

3 Reverend Pham NgocLien(Tri), a59-year-old
Roman Catholic monk, was one of three members of the
banned Congregation of the Mother Coredemptrix who
remained in detention. He was arrestedin May 1987
andsentencedto 20 years' imprisonment in connection
with his religious activities. He was reportedly in poor
health.

Trials

At least five possible prisoners of conscience were tried
and sentenced for activities relating to the practice of
their religion. Trials routinely fell short of international
standards.

3 InSeptember, five members of the Hoa Hao
Buddhist Church were sentenced to between one and
three years' imprisonment for "using religion to abuse
democratic rights and freedoms”. Truong Van Thuc,
Nguyen Chaul.ang, Tran Van Be Cao, Tran Nguyen Huon
and Le Van Nhuom were arrested in March in An Giang
province after reportedly complaining to the central
authorities about abuses by local authorities.

Harassment of government critics

Political and religious dissidents, including former
prisonersof conscience, continued to face harassment
and restrictions on their peaceful activities by the
authorities

3 Thich Quang Do, a73-year-old former prisoner of
conscience and Secretary General of the unofficial
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Unified Buddhist Church of Viet Nam (UBCV),
remained under surveillance at his monastery in Ho
Chi Minh City with harsh restrictions on his activities
and movements. In October he and several other
UBCV members attempted to deliver relief to victims
of theseverefloods in the Mekong Delta. They were
stopped by the authorities on arrival in An Giang
provinceand prevented fromcarrying out the relief
distribution, which the authorities stated should only
be done through officialchannels However, a second
attempt to carry out an aid mission in November was
allowed to go ahead. In 1995 Thich Quang Do had been
sentenced to five years’ imprisonment after
protesting about the arrest of UBCV members who
attempted to carry out a similar relief mission to
flood victims in 1994. He had beenreleasedunderan
amnesty in1998.

Denial of access

Al continued to receive noresponse from the
government to correspondence about human rights
violations. Domestic human rights monitoring was not
permitted and noaccess was given toindependent
human rights monitors,

Al countryreport

* Socialist Republic of Viet Nam: The death penalty —
recent developments (Al Index: ASA 41/001/2000)

YEMEN

REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

Head of state: ‘Ali 'Abdullah Saleh

Head of government:'Abd al-Karim 'Ali al-Iryani
Capital: Sana'a

Population: 18.1 million

Official language: Arabic

Death penalty: retentionist

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the | ional Criminal Court

Political activists, including prisoners of conscience,
weredetained and court proceedings continued
against several journalists in an apparent attempt to
harass them for criticizing the government. Torture
and deaths in custody were reported. The judicial
punishmentofflogging continued tobe imposed. At
least 13 peoplewere executed and scores, possibly
hundreds, were under sentence of death at the end
0f2000.

Background
In August thegovernmentsubmitted to parliament a
proposal toamend the Constitution. The proposed
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amendments included extendingthe term of office of
the president from five to seven yearsandof
parliament from four to six years. Thegovernmentalso
proposed the establishment of a consultative council
(Majlis al-Shura) of 11 members appointed by the
president. The proposed amendments were approved
by the parliament in November and were expected to
be the subject of a referendum in early 2001,

In al-Dala’ two people, a soldier and a child, were
reportedly killed in February and May respectively. The
killingsoccurred amid ongoing tensions and protests
calling for the demilitarization of the area, the
integration of former South Yemeni soldiers into the
army, and thereleaseof detainees.

Scores of people were reportedly killed in clashes
betweenarmedtribes, andbetweentribes and the
security forces in different parts of the country. in july
and August, 39 people were reportedly killedduring
clashesbetween the Wailah and Dalimtribes near the
border with Saudi Arabia. At least three people,
including a child, were killed in July during clashes
betweenthe Al Zayidi tribe and the military in Mareb
governorate. The clashes followed the kidnapping of
military officers by tribesmen. Scores of residents fled
their homes, reportedly after the area was bombarded
by the Yemeni army. The village of Misrakh, in Ta'iz
governorate, was also reportedly shelled by the Yemeni
army in July following clashes betweenresidents and
army units arising from a land dispute. Confrontations
with the military alsooccurred in Kud Qru, near Aden,
in September, after local people prevented a contractor
fromdiggingstones from a mountain, the ownership of
which was claimed by the Kud Qru tribe. More than 200
people werereportedto have fled the area in fear of
their lives. Reports suggested that some people may
have died as a result of excessive use of force by
members of the security forces.

In October, 17 US sailors were killed and 35 wounded
when abomb exploded ona US destroyerin the port of
Aden. Around 100 people were detained by the Yemeni
authorities for questioning; most were released after a
brief period indetention. Members of the US Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) travelled to Yemen to take
partin the investigation but it was not known whether
they were involved in the interrogation of the
detainees. No information was available as to how
many people remained held by the end of the year

A total of 17 people werereported to have been
abducted by tribesmen in seven incidents. In most
cases the abductors demanded that the government
improve local services and amenities.

Political prisoners and prisoners of conscience
Hundreds of people were arrested and detained on
political grounds in different parts of the country but
particularly in the southern regions. Some arrests took
place after clashes with the security forces, others after
what appeared to have been peaceful protests against
government policies. Some of those detained were
prisoners of conscience.

&3 In July Mohamed ‘Omar Haji, a 27-year-old Somali
national, was puton trial for converting to Christianity
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from Istam, an offence which is punishable by death. He
wasarrested and detained several timesbypolice
officers who allegedly beathim and threatened to kill
himto force him to repent. In September the Yemeni
authorities stated that Mohamed '‘Omar Haji had left
Yemen, but did not specify for which country.

&3 Uptoiso people were reportedly detained in the
al-Dala’ governorate at the beginning of 2000 following
protests and clashes betweenresidentsand the
security forces. The detainees were said tohave
included children as young as seven. It was not known
if the detainees remained held at the end of the year.
&3 On 26 August, four members of the Yemen Socialist
Party (YSP)— 'Ali Munser Muhammad, Yassine Ahmad
Saleh, Ahmad Belghaith ‘Othman and Ahmad
Muhammad Ana’am — were reportedly arrested in Aden
for participating in a YSP meeting. They were detained
forseveral days and thenreleased without charge.

& Atleast 100 people, including children, were
reportedly detained following armed clashes in Kud Qru
in September. Among the children whowere detained
were 10-year-old Mehdi Fadhl Hadi and eight-year-old
Muhammad Fadhl Hadi. It was not known how many of
those detained remained held at the end of the year.

3 Atleast 13 political prisoners, suspected members
of the former al-Jabha al-Wataniya al-Dimugqratiya.
National Democratic Front, an opposition organization
in theformer Yemen Arab Republic, remainedn prison.
Theyhadbeenarrested in the i980s and most had been
under sentence of death since 1986.

&3 Atthe beginning of April, the Supreme Court upheld
the jail sentences of five United Kingdom (UK) nationals
whowerepartof agroupof roindividuals, including two
Algeriannationals, convicted of formingan armedgang
and possessing weapons, The defendantsalleged that
they hadsigned their confessions under torture, but it
was not clear whether the Supreme Courttook this into
account when considering the case. No investigation
into their allegations of torture was known to havebeen
carriedout.

3 'Omar Ibrahim Dagah was released without charge
at the beginning of January. He had been arrested in
August 1999 in connection with an explosion in Aden
and held in incommunicado detention for several
months. His family was never allowedto visit him in
prison and his case never wenttocourt.

Harassment of journalists

Legal proceedings continued against several leading
Journalists andnewspaper editors for articles they had
written or published.

3 In May Hisham Basharahil, editor-in-chiefof the
newspaper al-Ayyam, was accused of having caused
“damage to national unity” following an interview with
UK-based islamist activist Abu Hamza al-Masri. Days
later, in the second case to be brought against him
within a week, Hisham Basharahil was charged with
provoking tribal and religious strife by publishing an
article thatcriticized the demolition of an old synagogue
in Aden. In June he was also summoned for questioning,
fora third time, by the General Prosecution Office in
Aden for publishing a newsitementitled "Prisoner
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attempts to commit suicide” Legal proceedingsagainst
him were continuing at the end of the year.

Torture and ill-treatment were reported. One prisoner
reportedly died in custody as a result of torture.

3 InAugust Sabah SeifSalem, a pregnant Yemeni
woman, reportedly died while detained in the al-'Udain
district of Ibb. She had allegedly been tortured in order
toforceher to confess to adultery. No investigation
into the circumstances surrounding her death was
known to have taken place.

Death penalty

Scores, possibly hundreds, of people werebelieved to
be under sentence of death or facing trial for capital
offences at the end of 2000. At least 13 people were
executed.

&3 Salih 'Ali Ahmad al-Kabdi, who had been convicted
of murder, was reportedly executed in October in a
public square inal-Hawtah in front of a large crowd.
Some local residents were said to have protested
against the use of the square for executions because of
the psychological effect on patients in anearby
hospital and children.

3 Attheendof theyear,a response fromthe Yemeni
government informed Al that the Supreme Court had
referred the case of Fuad ‘Ali Mohsen al-Shahari to the
appeal courtin Ta'iz. His case was pending before the
Supreme Court; the death sentence against him had
been upheld by the court of appeal. Fuad ‘Ali Mohsen al-
Shaharihad been convicted of the murder of a captainin
the Political Security Department. He had been
sentenced to death by the Court of First Instancen Ta'iz
on 12 November 1996 after an unfair trial. He had been
held incommunicado for about a month and allegedly
tortured and ill-treated in order to force him to confess
to the murder. Key defence witnesses were reportedly
intimidated to prevent themfromtestifyingin the case.

Flogging

Peoplecontinuedto be sentenced to flogging for
offences of a sexual nature, for the consumption of
alcohol and for slander.

In May, Yemen's Supreme Courtreportedly upheld
the sentence of 8o lashes imposed on journalist ‘Abd ai-
Jabbar Sa'ad. He had beensentenced for accusing
Sheikh ‘Abdel Majid Zendani, president of the central
committee of the main Islamist opposition party, al-
Islah, of adultery in an article published in the weekly
newspaper al-Shura. Thecourt also banned him from
workingas a journalist for a year, ordered the closure
of al-Shurafor six months, and ordered him to pay
damages to Sheikh Zendani. It was not known If the
flogging wascarried out during theyear.

‘Disappearances’

Thefateof hundreds of people who had "disappeared”
in Yemen since the late 1960s remained unknown.
Undertakings made by the government to investigate
the cases of those who had "disappeared” since 1994
were apparently not implemented,

Amnesty International Report 2001
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YUGOSLAVIA

(FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF)

FEDERALREPUBLICOF YUGOSLAVIA

Head of state: Vojislav Kostunica (replaced Slobodan
Milosevi¢ in October)

Head of government: Zoran Zizi¢ (replaced Momir
Bulatovi¢ in October)

Capital: Belgrade

Population: 10.6 million

Official language: Serbian

Death penalty: retentionist
2000treatyratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court

The period preceding the election of a new president
and the establishment of a new government from
October saw an increase in the frequency and severity
of reported human rights violations within the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY). The majority of
these violations were directed at opposition activists,
independent journalists and conscientious objectors
to military service. They included arbitrary detention,
ill-treatment, unfair trials and prosecutions on
political grounds. Hundreds ofethnicAlbanian
prisoners transferred from Kosovo when Serbian and
Yugoslav forces withdrew were sentenced to prison
termsafterunfair trials. Some may have been
prisoners of conscience. Many reported ill-treatment
ortorture during detention. The frequency of such
violations was reduced dramatically following the
adventof a new government, butcases of policeill-
treatment continued tobe reported. All four prisoners
of conscience identified by Al had been released by
the end of 2000. At least three death sentences were
passed although no executions were carried out.

In Kosovo, the UN Interim Administration in Kosovo
(UNMIK) and NATO-led peace-keeping force (KFOR)
continued to grapple with enormous problems in
fulfilling their missions. UNMIK was headed by a
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General
who had executive authority in Kosovo. Some
progress was made during 2000, but the human
rights situation remained very unsatisfactory. Atleast
3,300 people remained unaccounted for in Kosovo.
Many had been the victims of “disappearances" after
detention by the Serbian police or had been abducted
by armed ethnic Albanians.

Torture/ ill-treatment

Members of opposition parties and of the *Otpor”
(Resistance”) movement, a loosely organized
opposition group with a largely student and youth
membership, were frequently detained by police
officers and questioned about their activities. Some
werebeaten or otherwise ill-treated during their
detention. Duringdemonstrations in Belgrade on 17 and
18 May against theextensionofstate control to the
independent Studio Btelevision station, police used
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batons and tear gas to break up the crowd. Dozens of
protesters wereinjured. Opposition demonstrations
throughout the country calling for the resignation of
President Slobodan Milosevic were generally held
peacefully and without police intervention, but on
several occasions police beat and injured
demonstrators.

Following the change of government, a number of
police officersaccusedof involvement in incidents of
ill-treatment were transferred to other duties, butno
independent investigations into the majority of these
incidents had taken place by the end of 2000. Policeill-
treatment of detainees continued to bereported
following the change of government, but to a lesser
degree.

&3 On23March Nenad Simonovi¢ was beaten
unconscious by police and private security guards
during an Otpordemonstration in the provincial town
ofKragujevac. He returned home after medical
treatment and was visited by men in civilian clothes
who threatened tokill him if he did not stop his
activities.

&3 On 8 September Milo$ Kitanovi¢ and five others
whohad been called to the police station in Vladi¢in
Han forinformal questioning were prevented from
leaving by three drunken police officers. The six men
were beaten on the head, body and soles of the feet,
strangled with arope, and forced toremainin a
squatting position and beaten if they moved. They were
released the following day. The police officers involved
werereportedly transferred to other duties.

Ethnic Albanian prisoners
Trials of ethnic Albanian prisoners transferred to
Serbiafrom jails inKosovo when Serb and Yugoslav
forces withdrew from the province in 1999 continued.
Many were convicted of "terrorism” although the
evidenceagainstthemwasinadequate and
circumstantial, or consisted solely of confessions which
they repudiated during trial because theyhad been
extracted under torture. Many remained injail at the
endof 2000, along with others previously convicted of
similar offences, although some were released having
served their sentences or after being sentenced toa
period equivalent to time already held. Some had their
sentences reduced to ime served, following appeal.
At the end of 2000, around 8oo remained inprison,
of whom around 600 had been tried for political
offences. Others, including minors, had been held in
detention for up to i8months without a judicial order,
in contravention of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
before being released without charge following the
change of government.
&3 Prisoner of conscience FloraBrovina, serving a
sentenceof 12 years' imprisonment oncharges of
"terrorism”, was released on 1 November.
3 0n 22 May, 143 ethnic Albanians were sentenced to
between sevenand 13 years' imprisonment on
terrorism charges by the Ni§ districtcourtafter a
grossly unfair trial which violated both FRY law and
international standards. Irregularities in the pre-trial
procedures were followed by a hearing in which the
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main evidence was theresults of a test for gunpowder
traces. This test is widely regarded as unreliable.
Reportedly, no evidence was presented to suggest that
the defendants hadbeeninvolved in the particular
incidents for which they were sentenced.

Freedom of expression

Independent media companies and journalists were
heavily fined for libel under the law of public
information, which fails tomeetinternational
standards on freedom of expression. On 29 December
key articles of the law were pronounced
unconstitutional.

On 17 May the government took controlof the
independent Belgrade television station Studio Band
installedanew editorial team. A number of other
independent radio and television stations were closed
on the grounds that they had failed to obtain
broadcasting licences. Studio Bwas returned to the
control of its owners following the November elections.
&3 Prisoner of conscience Neboj3a Risticwas released
on 17 March, 26 days before the end of hisone-year
sentence fordisseminating false information.

3 Journalist Zoran Lukovi¢ was imprisoned on 15
Augustonchargesof disseminating false information,
and was adopted by Al as a prisoner ofconscience. He
wasreleasedafterbeing pardoned on 21 October.

3 Journalist Miroslav Filipovi¢ was sentenced to
seven years' imprisonment on 26 July, on charges of
espionage and disseminating false information,
apparently for publishing articles on the Internet about
the conflict in Kosovo, one of which contained eye-
witness accounts of human rights violations committed
by Serbian and FRY forces. Much of the trial, which
allegedlyinvolvedstate secrets”, was held behind
closeddoors. No details of the charges and evidence
against MiroslavFilipovi¢ were made public. He was
transferred to hospital, suffering from heart problems,
in August but returned to jail in September despite the
risk to his health. The sentencewas overturned by the
Supreme Military Courtin Belgrade on 10 October, and
hewasreleased. The case wasreturned to the Military
CourtinNi$foraretrial.

Conscientious objectors and deserters

During the early part of 2000, prosecutions of
conscientious objectors and those who had evaded
military service continued. By the end of November all
those serving sentences for refusing or evading military
service had been released. Those who had fled the
country or gone into hiding remained at risk of
prosecution. Although the introduction of an amnesty
law covering such cases was announced, it was not
brought before parliament. Provisions for alternative
civilianservice failed to meet international standards.

War crimes

The Serbian and federalgovernments failed to
cooperate with the International Criminal Tribunal for
the former Yugoslavia in arresting and handing over to
the custody of the Tribunal individuals indicted for
violations of international humanitarian law. These
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included former Federal President Slobodan MiloSevi¢
and four members or former members of the Serbian
andfederalgovernments.

The death penalty

The death penaltyremained in force for aggravated
murder in both the Serbian and Montenegrin Criminal
Codes, although it was finally abolished in the federal
criminal code in 1993. At least three men were
sentenced to death during 2000. No executions have
been carried out since 1992, but more than 20 people
remained in jail under sentence of death.

Kosovo

Violence continued to plague Kosovo; many murders or
other violent incidents had ethnic or political
motivations.Membersof minority groups were
frequently the victims of violence, mainly Serbs, Roma
or Muslim Slavs, but also ethnic Albanians in areas with
asizeable Serb population. There were also political
killings of prominent ethnic Albanians representing
moderate political positions. It was rare for the
perpetrators of killings to be apprehended, or for
responsibility forkillings to be admitted by any
organization.

Security, particularly for minorities, depended
largely on the presence of KFOR troops. Police
investigations were carried out by an international
police force under UNMIK.

International officials, international police officers
and soldiers operating under UNMIK and KFOR were
responsible for violations of the rights of pre-trial
detainees, and there were also some allegations of ill-
treatment. KFOR allegedly shot and killed men on
several occasions; inatleastone case there were
questions about the lawfulness of the killing.

The killing of Avni Hajredini

Ethnic violence erupted in and around the town of
Mitrovica in the north of Kosovo in February. About 13
people were killed, soinjured andi,500forced to flee
theirhomesin aseriesof incidents. KFOR soldiers
struggled to maintain law and order. In one incident
during the violence, KFOR troopswereshot and
injured. Avni Hajredini, an ethnic Albanian, was shot
and killed, reportedly by KFOR soldiers responding to
the attack. Initial claims by KFOR that he had been
shooting at the soldiers from a balcony were
withdrawn, but no other explanation which might
Justify his killing was provided. Noindependent
investigation into his killing wascompletedin the
immediate aftermath of theincident. UNMIK later
informed Al that an investigation intoincidentwas
under way, but no resultshad beenmade publicby the
end of 2000.

The criminal justice system

The importance of protecting and promoting human
rights was emphasized by the UN in the creation of the
international presence in Kosovo. However, the
international presence failed toensure that
international human rights standards were consistently
respected in the actions of the international police,
KFOR soldiers and courts in the new judicial system.
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In November the office of the Ombudsperson, an
international appointee with deputies from the
Albanian and Serbcommunities, began toreceive
complaints. The Ombudsperson’s mandate includes
investigating allegations of humanrights violations
perpetrated by the international civil administration or
new local institutions. However, allegations of human
rights violations by KFOR werenot included in the
initial mandate and no agreement to include KFOR had
beenreachedby the end of 2000.

Pre-trial detainees

UNMIK police and KFOR soldiers frequently ignored
the requirements of the applicable law and of
international humanrights standards tobring
detainees promptly beforeajudicialauthority. For
example, during the violence in Mitrovica in February,
some 49 people were detained for several days by
KFOR soldiers without judicial review. Fourteen of
them were held for five days. It was not explained to
the detainees why they were being detained, or who
was detaining them (KFORor UNMIK police). Famihies
of the detainees were not notified of their detention,
nor were thedetaineesable to contacttheir families or
defence counsel. Some detainees were detained for
weeks on the orders of the KFOR Commander or the
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General.
Since the applicable law and international standards
permit detention only on the orders of a judicial
authority, suchdetentionswerearbitrary and
unlawful.

Onesuchdetainee, AfrimZeqiri,was held from 26
July to 14 September by order of the UN Special
Representative. He was subsequently held for four
weeks on the basis of ajudicial order. His release was
ordered by the district court on 31 October, but he
remained in custody on the order of the Special
Representative until the end of 2000.

The 'disappeared’ and missing

More than 3,300 people from Kosovo were
unaccounted for at the end of 2000. Most were ethnic
Albanians whowere believed tohave "disappeared” in
thecustody of Serbian police or paramilitaries between
early 1998 and June 1999. Serbs, Roma, people of other
nationalities and ethnic Albanians of moderate
political views or thoseregarded as “collaborators”
with the Serbian authorities had also gone missing in
circumstances which implicated armed ethnic
Albanians in many cases. Mostof these incidents
occurred during orafter June 1999 but there werenew
cases during 2000.

©3 Marian Melonasi, ajournalist of mixed Albanian
and Serbian parentage, was reportedly abducted in
Pristinaon 9 September. He had been reporting inthe
Serbian language for the state media under UNMIK
control. No information about his whereabouts
emergedbefore the end of 2000.

Exhumations of gravesites led to the identification of
around 260 mortal remains during2000, butsome 1260
bodies which were exhumed in 1999 and 2000 remained
unidentified. Not all grave sites had been examined by
theend of theyear.
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Refugees and displaced persons

Some 82,000 ethnic Albanian refugees had returned to
Kosovo by September 2000, about 9,000 of whom were
forcibly returned by foreigngovernments. About
222,800 Kosovo Serbs, Roma or members of other
minorities remained displaced within Serbiaor
Montenegro. Return totheirownhomeswas for the
most part dangerous and few tried to do so.

3 On7 November, three men and a boy from the
Ashkali community (an Albanian-speaking minority
perceived asRomaby ethnic Albanians) who hadbeen
displaced within Kosovoreturned to their homesin
Dasovac/Dashovc village in central Kosovo. Themen
hopedtorepairtheirdamaged homes toenable their
families toreturn. The men themselves and
international organizations negotiated with ethnic
Albanian leaders before their return, seeking
guarantees for their safety. However, the four were
found murdered two days later. Offersto provide a
KFOR guardhadreportedly beenrefused by the men
who feared that it would make them conspicuous. Local
peopleappearedfrightenedor unwilling to give
information about the killings.

Al country reports and visits

Reports

« Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosovo): Update from

the field —January 2000 (Al Index: EUR

70/002/2000)

Federal Republic of Yugosiavia (Kosovo): Amnesty

International's recommendations to UNMIK on the

judicial system, February 2000 (A! Index: EUR

70/006/2000)

fFederal Republic of Yugoslavia: Otpor— Student and

academics in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Al

Index: EUR 70/012/2000)

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosovo): Setting the

standard? UNMIK and KFOR's response to the violence

inMitrovica (Al Index: EUR 70/013/2000)

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia: "Collateral damage* or

unlawful killings? Violations of the Laws of War by

NATO during Operation Allied Force (Al Index: EUR

70/018/2000)

Federal Republicof Yugoslavia: Still forgotten — an

update on conscientious objectors afterthe Kosovo

conflict(Al Index: EUR 70/028/2000)

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosovo): Amnesty

International's recommendations on the return of

refugees to Kosovo (Al Index: EUR 70/031/2000)

« Federal Republic of Yugoslavia: Continuing Concerns
(Al Index: EUR 70/057/2000)

Visits

Al delegates visited the FRY including Kosovo regularly

during 2000 to carry out research and human rights

education activities. Two Al researchers were based in

Kosovo until March 2000; an Al researcher was based in

Skopje, Macedonia, until the end ofthe year.
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ZAMBIA

REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

Head of state and government: Frederick Chiluba
Capital: Lusaka

Population: 9.1 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

Torture and ill-treatment by police during the arrest
and interrogation of suspects was widespread. At
least three people reportedly died as a result of
torture. At least 11 men weresentenced to death, but
noexecutionswere reported.

Background

When Zambia transformed itself in 1991 from a one-
party state to a multi-party system, the first country
in southern Africa to do so, expectations were raised
regarding improvements of human rights. However, in
the run-up to the second multi-party elections in
1996, the government used various tactics to prevent
opposition politicians from standing, including calling
their citizenship into question. Amongthose stripped
of citizenship was former president Kenneth Kaunda.
Several members of his party weredeportedto
Malawi. Government restrictions on the rights to
freedom of expression and assembly intensified
ahead of elections due in 2001.

Thepolicecontinued to torture arrested suspects as a
routine partof criminal investigations. In at least three
incidents the torture allegedly resulted in death. Some
police stations were reportedto have specially
adapted rooms where torture of suspects regularly
took place.

3 On 25December Dave Muyembe died in police
custody, reportedly after being tortured in connection
with the theft of a vehicle.

3 A20-year-oldmanaccusedof stealing moneyfrom
his employer was reportedly handed over toSiavonga
police on 2September. While in custody he was
reportedly tortured to extract a confession. Ons
September the employer discovered that one of his
relativeshadstolenthemoney and the man was
released. The man filed charges against the police
officer and police station, but later withdrew his
charges allegedly afterintimidation by local police.

&3 On 1 January ShadreckSelemani was arrestedat
his house accused of theft. He was reportedly tortured
for two days in a police station before being charged,
and sustained a deep cutin his left leg. After his
acquittal he filed charges against the police. The case
was still pending at the end of 2000.

Human rights defenders
The government appeared to be taking steps to
inhibit the work of human rights defenders. In rural
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areas, agents from the Special Branch of the police
attended meetings of non-governmental
organizations and opposition parties. In some cases
they threatened people teaching human rights. In
urban areas the Public Order Act, which requires
those planning demonstrations to notify police in
advance, wasused todeny the right tohold peaceful
demonstrations

&3 Severalnon-governmental organizations staged a
demonstration on 17 January outside the main police
station in Lusaka to protest against the failure of the
police to investigate the rape and killing of several
young girls. The organizers had applied for a licence
well in advance and believed they had permission from
the police. When the demonstration started the police
dispersed thecrowd violently and arrested 39 women,
whowere held overnight before beingreleased without
charge.

Freedom of expression

Zambia has a vibrant independent press. The Post, a
leading independent newspaper, has beenrepeatedly
targeted by the government. The editor, Fred
M'membe, andseveral of its journalists, whowere
arrested in 1999, faced charges of espionage in
connectionwithan article commenting on Zambia's
lack of military capacity. They were freed on bail
pending judgment. On 21 December 2000 the High Court
acquitted the last of the accused, Fred Mmembe.

Forcible exile

Thegovernmentcontinued to use deportation as a
method of suppressing dissent despite a ruling against
it by the African Commission on Human and Peoples'
Rights 1n1999. Human rightsdefendersand opposition
politicians were threatened with deportation during
2000

3 Despite the ruling of the African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rights that the deportation of
William Banda in 1994 to Malawi violated his human
rights, the government refused to allow himtoreturn
3 On30 October the Supreme Court ruled that
KennethKaunda, the former president whohadbeen
stripped of his citizenship to prevent him standing in
elections, 1s aZambian citizen.

&3 On 4 January Abdul MajidTickley, a Umited
Kingdom (UK) citizen who had lived in Zambiaformore
than 54 years, was deported to the UK. The deportation
followed a letter he published in The Post which
challenged the Asian community in Zambia to be more
active in politics.

Death penalty

During 2000 at least 1 prisonersweresentenced to
death, bringing the number under sentence of death to
more than 230. Therehave beenno executions since
1997.

There was increased debate over the use of the death
penalty during 2000. In September the Minister for
Legal Affairsaddressed an abolitionist conference,
arranged by the Catholic Commission for Justice and
Peace.
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3 Benjamin Banda and Cephas Kufa Miti, who were
sentenced to death on 13 0ctober1999, appealed
against their sentence in the firstlegal challenge to the
constitutionality of the death penalty in Zambia. The
case had a first hearing 14 December in the High Court,
but no judgment had been passed by the end of 2000.

Al country visit
Al delegates visited Zambia in February and met
members of Al and other human rights organizations.

ZIMBABWE

REPUBLICOFZIMBABWE

Head of state and government: RobertMugabe
Capital: Harare

Population: 11.6 million

Official language: English

Death penalty: retentionist

The election campaign leading up to June
parliamentary elections sawwhat appeared tobe a
deliberate and well-thought-out plan of systematic
human rights violations by forces allied to the
government. Violations included more than 30
political killings and widespread torture and ill-
treatment throughout the country. Violations
continued aftertheelections,albeiton a smaller
scale. Inan apparent attemptto intimidatethe
population, a strong military presence was deployed
immediately after the elections in those areas where
the opposition had won a substantial number of
votes. Incidents of torture, ill-treatment and political
killings continued throughout the year, particularly
in the run-up totwo parliamentary by-elections.

Background

TheZimbabwe AfricanNational Union-Patriotic Front
(ZANU-PF), which had ruled Zimbabwesince
independence in 1980 without any serious challenge
under a Constitution negotiated in the United Kingdom
at the time of independence, remained in power. A
government-dominated constitutional commission had
presented a draft new constitution to the President in
November1999. The National Constitutional Assembly,
consisting of most of Zimbabwe's non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and opposition parties, refused
toparticipate in the commission and campaigned
against its recommendations.

Thegovernment put forward a slightly amended
version of the proposalfrom the constitutional
commission for a referendum in February. The campaign
for thereferendumwas marked by some violence
against voter education officials and those campaigning
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for a™no” vote, some of whom were arrested. However,
the proposal was rejected in the referendum. This was
the first time ZANU-PF had been defeated na popular
vote since independence. Shortly after the referendum,
a violent campaign against real or suspected opponents
of thegovernmentstarted. Government supportersand
peoplepaid by ZANU-PFinvadedfarmsand harassed
supposed government opponents. By the end of March
the situation haddegeneratedinto political violence
and killings which continued until the elections. The
opposition was involved in some of the violence, but the
vast majority of human rights violations were
committed by ZANU-PF supporters. As aresult, most
international observers declared that the elections
werenot free and fair. The main oppositionparty, the
Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), challenged
the electionresultsin 38 constituencies. The caseswere
still pending at the end of the year.

Political killings

Morethan3o people were killed during the election
campaign; mostwerereported to be supporters of
opposition parties. Therewere allegations that the state
intelligence police, the Central Intelligence Organisation
(Cl0), was involved inseveral of thekillings.

3 On 15 April, two MDC activists, Tichaona Chiminya
and TalentMabika, were killed when a petrolbomb was
throwninto their car. Policein theareareportedly
failed to take appropriate action, even though they
weregiven the names of two suspects, believed tobe
members of the CIO.

3 OnisApril, David Stevens, acommercial farmer in
the Macheke areaand MDC supporter, was abducted
from his farm and killed, allegedly by ZANU-PF
supporters. A witness, whorushedto the local police
station to report the abduction, reported that he was
himself abducted frominside the policestationand
taken to theofficeof the local "warveterans” in
Murehwawhere he andDavid Stevens were severely
beaten. They were then driven away, taken out of the
car, and forced tomarch up a hill. The witness
explained that, after they complained that they could
walk nofurther, they started walking back towards the
car.Ontheir way back to the car, the captors shot David
Stevens, in the presenceof the witness, but left the
witnessafterone of the captors pleadedfor his life.

At the end of Aprilreportsbegan toemerge that torture
centres were operating in different parts of the country
in which ZANU-PF supporters, particularly the "war
veterans”, weretorturingactual or suspected
supporters of the opposition with impunity.

One such centre was inadoctor's surgery in the
Budirirosuburb of Harare, wherealarge number of
people werereportedly tortured in the first twoweeks
of May.

3 On 13 May aman was abducted 50 metres fromthe
surgery as he was returning home from workby five
people, all allegedly ZANU-PF supporters. He said the
attackers beatand kicked him and squeezed his
testicles. He alleged thatinsidethe surgery he was
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beaten until his mouth and nose bled, deprived of sleep
for three days, subjected to death threats, and had his
head forced into a toilet while his captors were
urinating in it. The injuries sustained were clearly
visible to Aldelegates who met him more than two
weeks after his release. He was believed to have been
abductedbecause his brother was the chair of a local
branch ofMDC's youth league.

&3 On8MayanMDC youth league activist was
abducted froma nearby shopping centre and taken to
the surgery. He alleged that groups of six people took
turns to torture himand thatsomego people were
involved. He reported that the torture included electric
shocksapplied to his armpits and genttal area, beatings
onthe soles of his feet, and piercing of the skin with
bottletops. Forensicexperts confirmed that his
physical scars were consistent with his allegations.

Witnesses stated thattheyinformedthe police of the
activities at the surgeryand that the police freed some of
the vicums upon request, butitwas only whena victim
waskilled while fleeing from the surgery on 17 May that
the police movedinandarrestedthose torturing people
atthe surgery. Thesurgery was owned by a leader of the
"war veterans” who was elected to parliamentn June. To
Al's knowledge he had notbeen questioned about the use
of his surgery as a torture centre by the end of the year.

The torture centres appeared to have closed down
after the elections. However, reports of beatings and
threats continued throughout the year, although they
appeared to be moretargeted and to be focused around
the by-elections.

& On170ctober, Justin Mutendadzamera, arecently
elected MDC member of parliament, and hiswife were
beaten at their home, allegedly by police officers who
accused him of having instigated protests againstfood
prices.

Prior to the June elections, groups, mostly made up
of young people, travelled from village to village
identifyingopposition party supporters and beating
themor forcing them toattend pungwes (party rallies)
for ZANU-PFwherethey were madeto chant slogans
and denounce the opposition.

3 On3April, alleged ZANU-PF supporters attacked
game warden Farai Sandikonda near Mvurwi, breaking
his armand cutting his head.

On 10 April, ZANU-PF youth league members in the
MountDarwinarea publicly stripped andassaulted six
farmworkers, fourmen and twowomen, and made
themdanceand sing ZANU-PF songs.

Army involvement

During]uly the army wasactively involvedin
intimidating people in many of the areas where the
opposition had madea strong showing in the elections.
Therewerereports of random beatings in the streets
and in beer houses. There were numerous reports of
people in the suburbs of Harare and Kwekwe being
assaultedbysoldiersin what appeared tobe targeted
reprisals for voting for opposition parties.

Breakdown in the rule of law
The independence of the judiciary was under constant
threat during the year. There were a number of strong
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verbal attacks on the judiciary in general as well as on
individual judges. These culminated on 24 November in
an invasion of the Supreme Court by a group of "war
veterans” who disrupted the court hearing and
threatened tokill the judges.

The government complied with court rulingsina
selective way during the year. Therewas no evidence
thatpolice took any action to comply with a 30 March
Supreme Court order to investigate the abduction and
torture of two journalists in January 1999. Court rulings
ordering the police to evict those who invaded farms
were routinely ignored. The governmentdid not act to
comply with court rulings which declared their land
reform scheme unconstitutional. In some cases the
authorities openlystated that they would not comply
with courtdecisions. For example, the police
commissioner publicly stated that his force would not
actin what he called "political matters®, regardless of
court rulings.

Internally displaced people

During the courseof the election campaign more than
10,000people fled the campaign of violence and
intimidation in the countryside to seek refuge in the
cites.

InMay and June the Harare headquarters of
opposition parties, such as the MDC and the United
Parties, provided shelter forinjured party members
arriving in large numbers from the countryside. In
addition, people with no apparent party affiliation fled
the countryside following the threats and violence.

Freedomofexpressionand human rights
defenders

Journalists were prevented from carrying out their work
ina number of ways. They were arrested, beaten and
threatened. A request from the Zimbabwe Union of
Journalists forpolice protection of journalists travelling
into dangerous areas in April received no response.

Zimbabwe's strong NGO community was under
constant threat. Any criticism of government policy was
perceved as opposition activity. NGO members and
activists were threatened with human rights violations,
including death and torture. Voter educationworkers,
manyof whom were drawn from human rights
organizations, were targeted. On numerous occasions
they had their T-shirts torn off and were chased away,
especially in the Mashonaland provinces, but also in
rural areas of the rest of the country.

NGOs reported that individuals, who they suspected
were from the CIO, visited their headquarters, and that
their telephone calls and e-mail were regularly tapped
3 On 30 March human rights activist Mr Mahoso, a
headmaster, was assaulted by armed men, near
Machete, during a school function. He was beaten with
stones, sticks, boots and fists. The armed men also
berated school staff, pupils. parents and guests for
neglecting their national duty by not invading farms.
Pius Ncube, the Roman Catholic Archbishop in
Bulawayo, reportedly received several death threats
during the year. In his post-election speech, broadcast
on national television, the President named
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Archbishop Ncube as one of the key figures
contributing to the opposition vote.

Freedom of assembly and association
Throughout the country, political meetings were
violently disrupted. The MDC called off all their rallies in
the last week of campaigning ahead of the by-election in
Marondera in November, after several of their members
and supporters had been severely injured.

People who were unable to produce the correct party
membership cardwere beaten. When prominent
politicians were holding rallies people were forced to
participate. People who refused were in many instances
beaten.

impunity

Impunity for human rights violations remained an
entrenched problem. Wide-ranging amnesties had
beengranted for human rights violations committed
during the war of independence and after large-scale
atrocities in Matabeleland in the 1980s. [n February, a
Supreme Courtordergranted two human rights
organizations the right to sue the President’s office to
obtain the release of two official reports produced on
the atrocities in Matabeleland in the 1980s. The ruling
stated that "no impunity was accorded to the office of
thePresident”. Attheendof theyearthetwohuman
rights organizations were preparing an application to
the Supreme Court to secure the publication of the
reports.

Amnesty for politically motived crimes

On 6 October PresidentMugabe announced a clemency
ordergrantingamnesty for all politically motivated
crimes committed between 1 January and 31 July, during
the two campaign periods and immediately after the
elections. Although some offences, such as murder,
rape and possession of arms, were excluded from the
amnesty, otherserioushumanrights violations, suchas
torture and abductions, were not.

Al countryreports and visits

Reports

* Zimbabwe: Constitutional reform — an opportunity to
strengthen human rights protection (Al Index: AFR
46/001/2000)

* Zimbabwe: Open letter to President Mugabe on the
20th Anniversary of Independence (Al Index: AFR
46/015/2000)

« Zimbabwe: A human rights brief for election observers
(Al Index: AFR46./012/2000)

« Zimbabwe: A human rights agenda for political parties
(Al Index: AFR 46,/018/2000)

* Zimbabwe: Terrortactics in the run-up to
parliamentary elections (Al [ndex: AFR
46/014/2000)

Visits
Al delegates visited Zimbabwe in February, May and
June.
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WHAT ISAI?

Amnesty International (Al) is a worldwide voluntary
activist movement working for humanrrights, It is
independent of any government, political persuasion
or religious creed. It does not support or oppose any
government or political system, nor does it support or
opposethe views of the victims whose rights itseeks to
protect. Itis concerned solely with the impartial
protectionof human rights.

Al mobilizes volunteer activists— people who give
freely of their time and energy in solidarity with the
victims of human rights violations. There are more than
1,000,000 Al members and subscribers in over 140
countries and territories. Al members come from many
different backgrounds. with widely different political
andreligiousbeliefs, united by adeterminationto work
foraworldwhere everyone enjoys human rights.

Many Al members are organized into groups: there
are more than 7,500 local groups, youth and student
groups and other specialist groups in more than 100
countries and territories, Thousands of other members
are involved in networks working on particular
countriesor themes. In 56 countriesand territories, the
work of Almembers is coordinated by sections, whose
addressesare givenbelow. In another 23 countries and
territories, Al has pre-section coordinating structures,
which are also listed betow.

Whatdoes Al do?

Al works independently and impartially to promote

respect for all the human rights set out in the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights. Al believes that human

rights are interdependent and indivisible —all human

rights should be enjoyed by all people at all times, and
noone set of rights can be enjoyed at the expense of
otherrights.

Al contributes to building respect for the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights by promotingknowledge
and understanding of all human rights and by taking
action againstspecific violations of people’s
fundamental civil and political rights. The main focus of
its campaigning is to:

W freeall prisoners of conscience. According to Al's
Statute, theseare people detained for their political,
religious or other conscientiously held beliefs or
because of their ethnic origin, sex, colour, language,
national or social origin, economic status, birth or
other status—who have not used or advocated
violence;

Wensure fair and prompt trials for all political
prisoners;

Wabolish the death penalty, torture and other ill-
treatment of prisoners;

Wend political killings and "disappearances”;

W ensure that governments refrain from unlawful
killings in armed conflict.

Al also worksto:

Mopposeabusesbyarmed political groups such as the
detention of prisoners of conscience, hostage-
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taking, torture and unlawful killings;

Wassist asylum-seekers who are at risk of being
returned to a country where they might suffer
violations of their fundamental human rights;

W cooperatewith other non-governmental
organizations, the UN and regional
intergovernmental organizations to further human
rights;

Wensure control of international military, security and
policerelations in order toprotecthumanrights;

Morganize human rights educationand awareness
raising programs.

Al: a democratic movement

Alis ademocratic, self-governing movement. Major
policy decisions are taken by an International Council
made up of representatives from all national sections.
The Council meetsevery twoyears, and has the power
toamend the Statute which governs Al's work and
methods. Copiesof the Statute are available fromthe
International Secretariat.

The Council elects an International Executive
Committee of volunteers which carries out its decisions
and appoints the movement's Secretary General, who
also heads up the International Secretariat.

The movement's Secretary General is Pierre Sané
(Senegal), and the members of its International
Executive Committee are Samuel Zan Akologo (Ghana),
MargaretBedggood (New Zealand), Mahmoud Ben
Romdhane (Tunisia), Mary Gray (USA), Paul Hoffman
(USA), Hans Landolt (Peru), Jaap Rosen Jacobson
(Netherlands), Colm O Cuanachéin (Ireland) and
Angelika Pathak (International Secretariat).

Finances

Al's national sections and local volunteer groups and
networks are primarily responsible for funding the
movement. Nofundsaresoughtor accepted from
governments for Al's work investigating and
campaigning against human rights violations. The
donations that sustain this work come from the
organization's members and the public. The
international budget adopted by Al for the financial
year April 2000 to March 2001 was £19,510,000. This sum
represents approximately one quarter of the estimated
income likely tobe raised during the year by the
movement's national sectionsto finance their
campaigningand other activities.

Al's ultimate goal is toend human rights violations,
but so long as they continue Al tries to provide practical
help to the victims. Relief (financial assistance) is an
important aspect of this work. Sometimes Al provides
financial assistance directly to individuals. At other
times, it works through local bodies such as local and
national human rights organizations so as to ensure
that resources are usedas effectively as possible for
those in most need.

During the financial year April 2000 to March 2001,
the International Secretariat of Al distributed an
estimated £125,000 1n relief to victims of human rights
violations such asprisonersofconscience and recently
releasedprisonersofconscience and their dependants,
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and for the medical treatmentof torture victims. In
addition, the organization's sections and groups
distributed a further substantial amount, much of it in
the form of modest payments by local groups to their
adopted prisoners of conscience and dependent
families.

Information about Al is available from national
section offices and from: International Secretariat,
1 Easton Street, London WCiX oDW, United Kingdom.

Al Online
Al Online isdedicated to providing Al's human rights
resources on the web in English
(http://www.amnesty.org). Itcontainsmore than 10,000
filesand receivesoversix million hitsamonth. It holds
most Al reports published since 1996 and all the latest
newsreleases detailing Al's concerns about human
rights issues around the world. Additionally, thereis
informationon the latestcampaigns and appeals for
action to help protect human rights
(http://www.stoptorture.org). You will also find contact
details for Al's offices around the world and links to
hundreds of websites with ahumanrights theme.

There are also Al international sites in
French (http://www.efaiore/),
Spanish (http://www.edai.org/), and
Arabic (http://www.amnesty-arabic.org/).

Al sections

Algeria Amnesty International, BP 377. Alger.

RP 16004

E-mail: amnestyalgeria@hotmail.com
Argentina Amnistia Internacional,
Av.Rivadavia2206- P4A, C1032ACO Ciudad de
Buenos Aires

E-mail: info@amnesty.org.ar
http://www.amnesty.org.ar

Australia Amnesty International, Private Bag 23,
Broadway. New South Wales 2007

E-mail: adminaia@amnesty.org.au
http://www.amnesty.org.au

Austria amnesty international austria,
Moeringgasse 10, A-1150 Wien

E-mail: info@amnesty.at
http://www.amnesty.at

Bangladesh Amnesty International, 28 Kabi
JasimuddinRoad, istFloor, North Kamalapur,
Dhaka- 1217

E-mail: admin-bd@amnesty.org

Belgium Amnesty International (Al Vlaanderen),
Kerkstraat 156, 2060 Antwerpen

E-mail: amnestyaaivl.be

http://www.aivl.be

Belgium Amnesty International (francophone),
rue Berckmans 9, 1060 Bruxelles

E-mail. aibf@aibf.be

http://www.aibf be

Benin Amnesty International, o1 BP 3536, Cotonou
E-mail: aibenin@nakayo.leland.bj

Bermuda Amnesty International, PO Box HM 2136,
Hamilton HM X

E-mail: aibda@ibl.bm
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Brazil Anistia Internacional, Caixa Postal 5013,
CEP90041-970Porto Alegre, RioGrande do Sul
E-mail: anistia@anistia.org.br

CanadaAmnesty International, 214 Montreal Road,
4thFloor, Vanier, Ontario, KiL 1A4

E-mail: info@amnesty.ca

http://www.amnesty.ca

Canada Amnistie Internationale (francophone),
6250 boulevard Monk, Montréal, Québec H4E 3H7
E-mail:info@amnistie.qc.ca
http://www.amnistie.qc.ca

Chile Senores, Casilla 4062, Santiago

E-mail: admin-cl@amnesty.org

CostaRica Amnistia Internacional, 75 metros al norte
de la Iglesia de Fatima, los Yoses, San Pedro, San José
Cote d’lvoire Amnesty International, o4 BP 895,
Abidjan 04

E-mail: aicotedivoire@globeaccess.net

Denmark Amnesty International, Dyrkoeb 3,

1166 Copenhagen K

E-mail: amnesty@amnesty.dk

Ecuador Amnistia internacional, Casilla 17-15-240-C,
Quito

Faroe Islands Amnesty International, PO Box 1075,
FR-110, Torshavn

E-mail: amnesty@amnesty.fo
http://www.amnesty.fo

Finland Amnesty International, Ruoholahdenkatu 24,
D oo180 Helsinki

E-mail: amnesty@amnesty.fi

http://www.amnesty fi

France Amnesty International, 76 blvd. de La Villette,
75940Pariscedex 19
E-mail:admin-fr@amnesty.asso.fr
http://www.amnesty.asso.fr

Germany Amnesty International, 53108 Bonn
E-mail: admin-de@amnesty.de
http://www.amnesty.de

Ghana Amnesty International, Private Mail Bag,
Kokomlemle, Accra - North

E-mail: amnestya@ighmall.com

Greece Amnesty International, 30 Sina Street,

106 72 Athens

E-mail: info@amnesty.gr

http://www.amnesty.gr

Guyana Amnesty International, c/o Palm Court
Building, 35 Main Street, PO Box 10653, Georgetown
Hong Kong Amnesty International, UnitB, 3/F,
Best-O-Best Commercial Centre, 32-36 Ferry Street,
Kowloon

E-mail: admin-hk@amnesty.org

Iceland Amnesty International, PO Box 618,

121 Reykjavik

E-mail: amnestyarhi.hi.is

http://www.amnesty.is

Ireland Amnesty International, Sean MacBride House,
48 Fleet Street, Dublin 2

E-mail: info@amnesty.iol.ie

http://www.amnesty.ie

Israel Amnesty International, POBox 14179, Tel Aviv 61141
E-mail: amnesty@netvision.net.il
http://www.amnesty.org.il
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Italy Amnesty International, Via Giovanni Battista De
Rossi 10, 00161 Roma

E-mail: info@amnesty.it

http://www.amnesty.it

Japan Amnesty International, Sky Esta 2F, 2-18-23 Nishi
Waseda, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169

E-mail: amnesty@mribiglobe.ne. jp
http://www.amnesty.or.jp

Korea (Republic of) Amnesty International, Kyeong
Buk RCO Box 36, Daegu 706-600

E-mail: admin-ko@amnesty.org
http://www.amnesty.or.kr

Luxembourg Amnesty International, Boite
Postale 1914, 1019 Luxembourg

E-mail: e-mail@amnesty.lu

http://www.amnesty.lu

MauritiusAmnesty International, BP 69,

Rose-Hill

E-mail: amnestyaintnet.mu

Mexico Amnistia Internacional, Calle Patricio

Sanz No. 1104, Depto. 8, Col. del Valle, CP 03100,
México DF

Morocco Amnesty International, Place d'Angleterre,
Rue Souissra, Immeuble No. 11, ApptNo. 1,

Rabat - 'Océan

E-mail: admin-ma@amnesty.org

Nepal Amnesty International, PO Box 135, Bagbazar,
Kathmandu

E-mail: ain@ccsl.com.np

Netherlands Amnesty International, POBox 1968,
1000 BZ, Amsterdam

E-mail: amnesty@amnesty.nl
http://www.amnesty.nl

New Zealand Amnesty International, PO Box 793,
Wellington

E-mail: campaign@amnesty.org.nz
http://www.amnesty.org.nz

Nigeria Amnesty International, PMB 3061, Suru Lere,
Lagos

E-mail: amnestynigaalpha.linkserve.com

Norway Amnesty International, PO Box 702 Sentrum,
0106 Oslo

E-mail: info@amnesty.no

http://www.amnesty.no

PeruSeriores, Casilla 659, Lima 18

E-mail: admin-pe@amnesty.org

Philippines Amnesty International, Room 305

CRM Building I, 16 Kamia Road, 1101 Quezon City
E-mail: amnestyainfo.com.ph

Portugal Amnistia Internacional, Rua Fialho de
Almeida 13-1, PT-1070-128 Lisboa

E-mail: aispaip.pt
http://www.amnistia-internacional pt

Puerto Rico Amnistia Internacional, Calle El

Roble No. 54-Altos, Oficina i1, RioPiedras,

Puerto Rico 00925

Senegal Amnesty International, BP 21910,

Dakar

E-mail: aisenegal@sentoo.sn

Sierra Leone Amnesty International, PMB i02i,
Freetown

E-mail: ai_sl®hotmail.com
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Slovenia Amnesty International, Komenskega7,
1000 Ljubljana

E-mail: amnesty.slo@guest.arnes.si

http://www ljudmila.org/ai-slo

SpainAmnistia Internacional, Apdos03i8, 28080Madrid
E-mail: amnistia.internacional@a-i.es
http://www.a-i.es

Sweden Amnesty International, PO Box 23400,
SE-10435 Stockholm

E-mail: info@amnesty.se

http://www.amnesty.se

Switzerland Amnesty International, Postfach CH-3001,
Bern

E-mail: info@amnesty.ch

http://www.amnesty.ch

Taiwan Amnesty International, Room 525, No.2,
Section 1, Chung-shan NorthRoad, 100 Taipei
E-mail: aitaiwanatransend.com.tw
http://www.transend.com.tw/~aitaiwan/
Tanzania Amnesty International, Luther House,
3rd Floor, PO Box 4331, Dar es Salaam

E-mail: aitanzaintafrica.com

Togo CCNP, BP 20013, Lomé

E-mail: aitogoacafe.tg

Tunisia Amnesty International, 67 rue Oum Kalthoum,
3éme étage, Escalier B, 1000 Tunis

E-mail: admin-tn@amnesty.org

UnitedKingdom Amnesty International,

99-119 Rosebery Avenue, London ECIR 4RE

E-mail: info@amnesty.org.uk
http://www.amnesty.org.uk

United States of America Amnesty International,
3228th Ave,NewYork, NY 10001

E-mail: admin-us@aiusa.org
http://www.amnestyusa.org

Uruguay Amnistia Internacional, TristanNarvaja 1624,
Ap 1, CP 11200, Montevideo

Venezuela Amnistia Internacional, Apartado
Postal siio, Carmelitas, 1010 A Caracas

E-mail: admin-ve®amnesty.org
http://www.amnistia.int.ve

Al coordinating structures

Bolivia Amnistia Internacional, Casilla 10607, La Paz
Burkina Faso Amnesty International, 08 BP 11344,
Ouagadougou

E-mail: Contact buroacenatrin.bf

Caribbean Regional Office Amnesty International
CR.0., POBox 1912, Grenada, West Indies

E-mail: amnestycroacaribsurf.com

Croatia Amnesty International, Martiteva 24,

10000 Zagreb

E-mail: admin@amnesty hr

Curacao Amnesty International, PO Box 3676,
Curagao, Netherlands Antilles

Cyprus Amnesty International, 81 Onasagoroustr.,
PO Box2497, ron Nicosia

E-mail: amnestyalogosnet.com.cy

CzechRepublic Amnesty International, Palackého 9,
noooPrahai

E-mail: amnesty@amnesty.cz
http://www.amnesty.cz
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Gambia Amnesty International, P OBox 1935,
Banjul

E-mail: amnesty@gamtel.gm

Hungary Amnesty International, 1399 Budapest,
PF701/343

E-mail: amnesty. hun&mail. matav.hu
MalaysiaAmnesty International, Pro-tem Committee,
43A, Jalan SS15/4, 47500 Subang Jaya Selangor Darul
Ehsan

E-mail: amnestyatm.netmy
http://www.crosswinds.net/-aimalaysia

Mali Amnesty International, BP E 3885, Bamako
E-mail: amnesty-mli@spider.toolnet.org

MongoliaAmnesty International, Ulaanbaatar 21 0648,

PO Box 180

E-mail: aimnccamagicnet.mn

Pakistan Amnesty International, NEC, B-12, Shelozon
Centre, Gulsan-E-Igbal, Block 15, University Road,
Karachi- 75300

E-mail: amnestyacyber.net.pk

Palestinian Authority Amnesty International,

PO Box 543. Khalaf Building, RacheedStreet, Gaza City,
South Remal via Israel

E-mail: admin-pa@amnesty.org

Paraguay Amnistia Internacional, Calle Juan de
Salazar 488 casi Boqueron, Asuncion

E-mail: a-info®amnistia,org.py
http://www.amnistia.org.py

Poland Amnesty International, ul. Jaskowa Dolina 4,
80-252Gdarisk

E-mail: amnesty@amnesty.org.pl
http://www.amnesty.org.pl

Slovakia Amnesty International, Staromestska 6,
811 03 Bratislava

E-mail: amnesty@internet.sk
http://www.internet.sk/amnesty
SouthAfricaAmnesty International, PO Box 29083,
Sunnyside 0132, Pretoria, Gauteng

E-mail: info#samnesty.org.za

Thailand Amnesty International, 61/9 Park Ploenchit
Tower, Soi Sukhumvit 1, Sukhumvit Road, Klongtoey,
Wattana, Bangkok 10110

E-mail: admin-th@amnesty.org
http://www.thailand.amnesty.com

Uganda Amnesty International groups, PO Box 23966,
Kampala

E-mail: augamnesty@yahoo.com

Ukraine Amnesty International, Maydan Rynok 6,
Drohobych, 293 720 Lvivska obl

E-mail: officeai@dr.lv.ukrtel.net

Zambia Amnesty International, Private Bag3, Kitwe
Main PO, Kitwe

E-mail: zebbiesmmahotmail.com

Zimbabwe Amnesty International, 25 E Bible House,
99 Mbuya Nehanda Street, Harare

E-mail: gertrudena@natfood.co.zw (attn Al Zim)

Al groups

Thereare also Algroupsin:

Albania, Angola, Aruba, Azerbaijan, Bahamas,
Barbados, Belarus, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Botswana,
Cameroon, Chad, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Estonia,
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Georgia, Grenada, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakstan, Kenya,
Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Liberia, Lithuania,
Macao, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Romania, Russian
Federation, Turkey, Yemen, Yugoslavia (Federal
Republic of)
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Al IN ACTION

“The success ofthe 1961 Amnesty Campaign depends
on how sharply and powerfully itis possible torally
public opinion. Itdepends, too, upon the campaign
being allembracing inits composition, international in
character and politically impartial in direction.”

So wrote Peter Benenson in his 1961 article in the
London Observer which founded Amnesty
International (Al). From that call for ayear-long
campaign on behalf of prisoners of conscience has
growna worldwide organization of more thana million
members whose activities nowextend far beyond those
originally envisaged. Itis important to remind
ourselves that the present reputation and international
standing of Al are based on the essential characteristics
which werelaid out 40 yearsago and which still
underpin our work.

Al's strength reflects the quality of the materials it
produces and the meticulous research on which its
campaigning activities are based. During 2000, Al
delegates visited more than7ocountries and territories
to meet victims of human rights violations, observe
trials, and interview local human rights activists and
officials.

Thefactsare gathered inorder to generate action. Al
members, supporters andstaffaround the world
mobilize public pressure on governments and others
with influence to stop human rightsabuses. Al makesit
possible foranyinterested person to send messages of
concerndirectly to those who can change the situation.

Activitiesrangefrompublic demonstrations to
letter-writing, from human rights education to
fundraisingconcerts, from targeted appealson behalf
of a single individual to global campaigns on a specific
country or issue, fromapproachesto local authorities
to lobbying intergovernmental organizations.

Al confrontsgovernments with its findings, by
issuing detailed reports and by publicizing its concerns
in leaflets, posters, advertisements, newsletters and on
the Internet; Al information is available on countless
websitesworldwide.

Al campaigns to change government attitudes and
unjustlaws. One of thewaysitdoesthis isby feedinga
constant stream of information to the media, to
governments and to the UN, urging them to take action.

Al alsostrives to promote awareness and strengthen
theprotection of human rights. It appeals to
international organizations to intervene when a crisis
appears likely to develop. It seeks the protection of
refugees fleeingpersecution and it works with local
humanrights workers who are subjected to harassment
or who are under threat of attack,

Long and medium-term actions

Actions by Al's localgroups and networks— based in
more thanioocountries— continued to grow steadily
during the year.Memberstookpartin actions involving
3,685 named individuals, including prisoners of
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conscience and other victims of human rights
violations,in countries across the world. A total of 9g3
long-term Action Files were active and running and
assigned to 2,732 groups who used a variety of
campaigning techniques on behalf of the cases,
including letter-writing and public events. A total of 108
new Action Files were produced and allocated during
the year while 230were closed in the same period
Theyear sawanincreasing number of innovative
Action Files beingproducedfor work by Al activists.
Theseincluded one to provide protection to activists
fromthe Yugoslavgroup OTPOR (see Youthand
studentsbelow), as well as a demand tochange
legislation discriminating against thegay and lesbian
community inUgandaand an Action File on Guatemala
insupportof HIJOS, a youth-based organization in
defenceof therights of children of the "disappeared".
Local groups were also involved in Regional Action
Networks (RANs), medium-term actions which require
campaigning forbetween one and 12 months. A variety
of campaigning techniques were also used in RAN
actions. During the year a total of 1,776 groupswere
assigned to 23 RANs and they took part in 208 actions.

Youth and students

Youth and student groups make up approximately half
of the Al membership worldwide and are organized into
about3,500groups. In 2000they campaigned
vigorously onall Al concerns, including focusing on
human rights abuses faced by the Serbian student pro-
democracy group OTPOR ("Resistance”). Members of
OTPOR travelled to Slovenia, the Palestinian Authority
and the United Kingdom (UK) to speak to Al youth and
to work with them on creating strategies foraddressing
human rights abuses in Serbia. Al youth and students
sent postcards, e-mails and letters to the Yugoslav and
Serbian authorities, created websites about OTPOR,
and raised awareness in universities with information
stalls, posters and press conferences. The second
International Youth Meeting was held in Slovenia
where 3srepresentatives of the youthand students
networkfrom all regions of the world came together to
create an action plan. Youth camps took place in South
Africa (attended by young people from i5 African
countries), the Palestinian Authority and the
Philippines, and brought together young people to
discuss human rights and take practical action

Urgent Actions

If urgentaction is needed on behalf of people in
imminent danger of gross human rights violations,
volunteersaround theworld arealerted, and
thousands of letters, faxes and e-mails are sent within
days.

During 2000 Al initiated 481 such appeals for the
UrgentActionnetwork. Therewere also 347updates
issued to urgent action appeals; 171 of these asked for
further appeals to be sent. These actions wereissued
on behalf of people in 85 countriesand territories, who
wereeitheratrisk or hadbeenthe victimsof, for
example, torture or ill-treatment; "disappearances”;
political killings and death threats; judicial executions;
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deaths in custody; or refoulement(forcible return) of
asylum-seekers to a country wherethey wouldbein
danger of human rights violations.

Health professionals

Amongthose long recognized as having an important
role to play indefendinghuman rights are health
professionals. The Al health professional network
continued to act in cases of prisoners sufferingill
health because of torture, poor prison conditions and
deprivation of medical care, and campaigned onsome
somedical actionsissued on such cases during 2000.
The network, which has members in more than 30
countries, also acted on behalf of many doctorsand
other health workers whose rightswereabused. InMay,
Al published Harming the healers: Violations of the
human rights of health professionals (Al Index: ACT
75/002/2000), a report on more than 20 health workers
who had been imprisoned, ill-treated or had
“disappeared” inrecent years. It documented the
problemsfacedby healthworkersin the context of
human rights violations and in the exercise of their
profession.

Al health professional groups participated in a
number of Al campaigns throughout the year as well as
organizing meetings, undertaking human rights
education activities and maintaining contacts with
national professional bodies and non-governmental
organizations (NGOs).

Al health professionals contributed toimportant
initiatives within the medical profession
internationally, which included the publication of the
Istanbul Protocol on the medical documentation of
torture. Thiswas the productof three years' workbya
coalition of human rights, legal and medical experts,
and was handedto the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Mary Robinson, in August. The
Principles on the Effective Documentation of Torture—
drawnfrom the Istanbul Protocol — were included inan
Al compilation: Ethical codes and declarations relevant
to thehealth professions (Al Index: ACT75/005/2000),
issued in December.

Crisis response: Sierra Leone

In early May, the capture of around 500 UN peace-
keeping troops by rebel forces of the Revolutionary
United Front (RUF) and the resumption of hostilities
heightened the riskof further mass humanrights
abusesagainstcivilians. Al respondedby stepping up
its ongoing workand increasing its research capacity in
the country, as well as exploring new areas of
campaigning. Theintense campaigning by Al members
over subsequent months has already contributed to
dramatic changes in the international community’s
approachtoresolving the conflict in Sierra Leone.

Al lobbied governments and intergovernmental
organizations (IGOs), in particular the UN, to take
immediate action to prevent human rights abuses and
to ensure that all efforts to resolve the crisis placed
human rights protection as a priority. Specifically, Al
emphasized the obligation of the international
community to ensure that UN peace-keeping forces in
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Sierra Leone fulfilled their mandate to protectcivilians
underimminent threat of physical danger. Al delegates
inFreetown, including Al's Secretary General Pierre
Sané, held meetings with the Sierra Leone President
and other senior government officials, UN
representatives, foreign officials and membersofSierra
Leone NGOs to discuss Al's concerns and
recommendations.

Al researchers in SierraLeoneinterviewed many
children who hadbeenabducted and forced to fight or
"serve”during the conflict, as well as women and girls
who hadbeensubjected torape and forced into sexual
slavery. Their testimonies and the children's drawings
have been used by Al members worldwide, including
women's, youthand studentgroups, to publicize the
plightofwomenand childreninSierralLeoneand to
lobby their own governments as well as the
government of SierraLeone to ensure that the needs of
victims of the conflict are met.

Al had consistently campaigned against the blanket
amnesty granted in the July 1999 peace agreement,
believing that there can be no lasting peace unless the
perpetrators of human rights abuses are brought to
Justice. The events of May 2000 forced the
international community to acknowledge this. Almade
specificproposals onsteps to be taken to address
impunity which helped to move forward the
internationaldebate and contributed to discussions
taking place within Sierra Leone civil society. In August
the UN Security Council decided to establish a Special
Courtfor Sierra Leone to prosecute those most
responsible for the gravest human rights abuses.

Al and other NGOs from around the world joined
togetherto campaign for immediate action to end the
trade indiamonds from rebel-held areas which
finances military assistance to the RUF, enabling 1itto
continue to commit widespread abusesagainst
civilians. Therewas unprecedented lobbying of the
diamond industry itself, as well as of governments in
major diamond-importing countries, the UN and other
1GOs. Al'sunique contribution to the NGO campaign
was its capacity to generate pressure from members
around the world directed at all levels of the diamond
trade, from jewellery shops to the Diamond High
Council. Al's campaigning with other NGOs also aimed
to ensure that the UN arms embargo was enforced and
that no further military assistance reached RUF forces.

Israel/ Occupied Territories/ Palestinian
Authority

0On 29 September at least five people died in Jerusalem
and more than 200 were wounded after being shotby
Israeli security forces. The days and weeks that
followed saw almost daily confrontations between
stone-throwing Palestinians and Israeli troops. By the
end of 2000, Israeli security forces had killed at least
300 and wounded more than 10,000 Palestinians, many
of whom were children under18.

Al mobilized its membership to take action to stop
the killings. Al sections all over the world initiated
publiceventsas well aslobbying and mass letter-
writing activities. As deaths of children mounted, Al
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issued a children’s action, followedsoonafter by a
reportbased on its mission in October. The report
criticized Israeli security services for using military
methods against demonstrators who were not
endangering lives; for using ammunition and weapons
that were suitable forcombatsituations, not for
policing demonstrations; and for the rapid escalation
to lethal force and thefrequentimpeding of medical
assistance.

Al members responded to the escalating situation by
sending thousands of letters not only to the Israeli
government and officials but also to the Palestinian
Authorityreinforcing the need to protect children. A
UN Commission of Inquiry was set up, though without
the hoped-for supportof all members. However,
massive Al pressure may have helped to influence the
Israeli government to agree to set up a judicial
commission of inquiry to investigate the circumstances
of thekilling of Palestinian citizens of Israel.

Alsectionsweresentregularlya list of Palestinian
and Israeli dead, and a posterwas produced in Arabic,
English and French. Membersbegantoorganize
increasingly visible actions, fromreading the names of
thedeadoutloudat street cornersintheUSAto
organizing the ringing of all the church bells in
Switzerland for the dead on 16 December.

Human rights defenders

Human rights defenders play a vital role in holding
states to account in respect of their promises and
obligationsto protect therightsof their citizens. In
many countries around the world human rights
defenders face constant persecution, in particular in
Colombia, Indonesia, Togo, Tunisia and Turkey, on
account of their efforts to support the victims of human
rightsviolations and to expose the abuses committed
by state agents. Work tostrengthen and protect human
rightsdefenders continued to be one of Al's priorities.

InLatin America, Al's special program of protection
mechanisms for human rights defenders at risk worked
closely with local and international organizations to
develop and apply national programs of protection.
This workincluded supporting national and
international internships, as well asinitiatives to
enable mainly foreign nationals toaccompany human
rightsdefenders — including witnesses — facing
imminent danger. Members of the electronic Human
Rights Defenders Networkfor Latin America took
special action on behalf of Brazilian human rights
defenders, including Al members. Other actions
included Guatemalan defenders threatened and
attacked because of their work on impunity, the
“disappearance” of Colombian human rightsactivist
JairoBedoyaHoyos, and activists campaigning for land
rights and against police violence in Para, Brazil.

In May Al published a report, Colombia: Protection of
humanrights defenders — onestep forward, three steps
back (Al Index: AMR 23/022/2000) and launched a one-
year campaign on Colombian human rights defenders
who continue to work despite the alarming dangers.
The report emphasizes that while security measures
offered by the authorities for human rights defenders at
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risk—such as bullet-proof vests and reinforcements for
office premises—are welcome, they fail to address the
root causes or complexity of the problem of military
and paramilitary threats and attacks.

In May Al conducted aworkshopin Mexico to discuss
the application of the UN Declaration on the Rightand
Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of
Society toPromoteand Protect Universally Recognized
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. The
workshop, attended by 40 defenders, was one partof a
long-termstrategy to build a national program on the
protection of defenders.

Following regional and sub-regional consultations
during 1998 and 1999, a coordinator was appointed in
April fora one-year campaign on human rights
defendersin Western Africa Collaborative discussions
with human rights NGOs in anumber of countries in the
regionresulted in a small international consultative
meeting inJune organized by Al Ghana. This meeting
discussed the development of plans for materials and
the organization of a launchevent, and led to the
establishment of coalitions of networks of human rights
defenders, includingAl members.

Worldwide campaigns

Take a steptostamp out torture

In October the movement began a major new
worldwide campaign, Take a step tostamp out torture,
focusing on three key themes: the means of preventing
torture; the role of discrimination in supporting the
tortureinflicted on certain groups in the population;
and putting an end to the impunity which has shielded
somany peopleresponsiblefor torture. The campaign
was launched with arolling program of media eventsin
Tokyo, Beirut, Nairobi, London and Buenos Airesand in
mostof the countries where Al has a section. A website
was set up, www.stoptorture,org, givingvisitorsand
subscribers the opportunity to take immediate action
onurgentcaseswith arisk of torture. For the first time,
Aloffered notices of urgent casessent to subscribers’
mobile telephones using "SMS” text messages.

Al sections organized scores of publicity events and
press briefings to raise public awareness about torture.
Theserangedfroma marathon runin Perutoa
motorbike tour in Nepal, a student march in Canada
and visits to police stations in South Africa.
Government officials and prime ministers pubhcly
signed commitments toend torture. The campaign
attracted extensive media coverage and members'
protestactions swiftly beganto drawresponses from
governments,

Saudi Arabia
Humanrightsarenolongerataboosubjectin Saudi
Arabia. Within days of Al's first-ever campaign against
humanrights violations in the country being launched
in March, the government, in an unprecedented step,
announced its belief in the universality and
indivisibility of human rights. The authorities also gave
undertakings to introduce new legislation with more
human rights guarantees and acceded to the UN
Women's Convention. A dynamic and unprecedented
debate on human rightsbegan in the media
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Throughoutthe campaign Al activists demonstrated
their concern and outrage at thesecrecysurrounding
human rights violations and at the suffering of
countless victims, left with no safeguards and noform
ofredress.

Al members in Europe and North America focused
their campaigning on economic relations and the role
of thebusiness community. They lobbied their
governments to voice their concerns about human
rights inmeetings with Saudi Arabian government
officials. Asian members of Al focused on the plight of
migrant workers, particularly women domestic
workerssuffering abuse at the hands of their
employers, and organizedmeetings with trade unions
and migrantworkers’organizations, as well as their
own governments, toraise awareness and discuss
solutions. Membersin the Middle Eastand North
Africaemphasized theurgency of addressing women'’s
rights, particularly in terms of personal status,
freedomof movement and equal opportunities in

report examines the contexts in which children are
tortured, looks at the international legal framework
that defines and prohibits torture, and makes
numerous recommendations for ending the torture
and ill-treatment of children. The report reveals that
children are tortured because they are caught up in
warsand political conflict; children suspected of
criminal activity are most at risk of torture at the
hands of the state; children are often detained in
conditions that pose a threat to their health and
safety; and many children face being beaten or
sexually abused by the very adults who are supposed
to protect them. Al is calling on governments to fulfil
their obligations under the Convention on the Rights
of the Child (UN Children’s Convention) to ensure that
children are protected from torture and ill-treatment.
Al members around the world undertook a variety of
initiatives such as a painting competition forchildren;
distributing postcards urging governments to "stop
thetorture of childrennow”; taking action on appeal
cases of children who had been tortured; and
organizing school activities including essay

employment.
Animportant breakthrough with thiscampaign was
toend the silence of the international ¢ y

about grave human rights violations in Saudi Arabia
For the first time statements by many governments
raised concerns about the sttuation, in particular the
lack of protection given to theirown citizens caught up
in the criminal justice system, or insome cases
demanding proper redress for their lack of protection.
Al memberscampaigned in the streets throughout the
world, and thousands of signatures were collected in
countries as diverse as the Netherlands and Nepal,
Morocco, Venezuela and Nigeria, united in their
concernto end the secrecy and end the suffering in
Saudi Arabia

Other campaigns

Other campaigns during the year covered human
rights abusesin Algeria, Belarus, Democratic Republic
of theCongo, Harti, india, Indonesia, Russian
Federation and Sudan. Almembers also mobilized
support for human rights defenders in Colombia,
India and Western Africa, continued to develop
nitiatives on economic relations and approaches to
companies, and the transfer of military, security and
police equipment, as well as undertaking pioneering
work on human rights violations linked to identity-
based discrimination. In addition, Almembers
mounted lobbying operations at many of the
worldwide and regional intergovernmental
organizations’ meetings that took place, and
participated actively in meetings including the fifth-
year review of the Beijing Platform for Action
(Beijing plus Five) and preparations for the World
Conference against Racism

Children's rights

For the 2000 Children’s Rights Action and as partof
Al's Campaign against Torture, Al launched areport on
the torture andill-treatment of children, Hidden
scandal, secret shame (Al Index: ACT 40/03B/2000)
Drawing on Al's field research and other evidence, the
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Al'sactivistshavecontinuedtolobbyon the
Optional Protocol to the UN Children’s Convention on
the involvementof children in armed conflict. On 25
May the UN General Assembly adopted the Optional
Protocol by consensus. The focus of Al's lobbying, in
closecooperation with the International Coalition to
Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, has now moved on to
encourage all states to ratify it, without reservations, to
implement itin national law, and to make declarations
endorsing 18 as the minimum age at which voluntary
recruitment will be permitted. The aim of the campaign
is fora minimum of 100 signatures and 5o ratifications
ofthe Optional Protocol by the UN Special Summit on
Children in September 2001.

Al'smembers also took action for the rights of
childrenwho found themselves in thefiringline in
Sierra Leone and in Israel and the Occupied
Territories.

Al's work for juvenile justice is ongoing. In 2000 Ai's
activists continued to investigate cases of people who
were facing the death penalty in the USA for crimes they
were convicted of committing when they were under
18. The use of the death penalty on child offenders
violates numerous international agreements, including
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
and the UN Children’s Convention

Many children who come into contact with the
justice systemencountertorture, ill-treatment and
cruel, inhuman and degrading conditions of detention
Al memberscontinuedtocampaignon the juvenile
detentionsystem, Foundationfor the Well-Being of
Minors (FEBEM) in Sao Paulo state, Brazil, which
collapsed into crisis in October 1999 when years of
overcrowding and ill-treatment led to a series of
violent riots in one of FEBEM's detention centres. Since
then thereformsundertakenhave fallen far short of
those required to tackle thecrisis. Al called on theSao
Paulo government totake immediate steps to address
the human rights crisis in FEBEM.
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Women's Rights

In2000 Al's Women's Rights Action highlighted the
ongoing struggle for women'srights. Central to this was
Al's lobbying for the ratification of the Optional
Protocol to the UN Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women (UN Women'’s
Convention) and work at the review of the 1995 UN
World Conference on Women, held in Beijing

Theyear 1999 ended with the adoption of the new
Optional Protocol to the UN Women's Convention by
the UN General Assembly which will provide an
effective tool to fight discrimination against women. It
creates amechanism whereby individual women in
countrieswhich have ratified the Protocol have the
right to bring complaints to the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
alleging a violation of the rights in the Convention
Under the Protocol the Committee will also be able to
carry out aninquiry if it receives reliable information
indicating grave or systematic violations by a state
partyto the Convention

In June, an Aldelegation attended, along with UN
member states, a special session of the UN General
Assembly to review the delivery of commitments to
promote women's equality, peace and development
drawn up during the Beijing Conference. Delegates
from the Middle East, including Al'sMoroccandelegate,
managed to stagea lightning picket at the main gate of
the UN building although they were threatened with
arrest. Threedaysbefore the end of the UN meeting,
the Al delegates mounted a silent protest. Within 24
hours, Al activists produced hundreds of white T-shirts
emblazoned with the slogan "No Going Back — Women's
Rights are Human Rights” in different languages, which
were distributed to women NGO delegates. The
message, visible during the final two days of the UN
session, was simple and yet powerful.

Reactions to the outcome of the session were mixed.
There wasa reaffirmation of the universality and
indivisibility of women's rightsand humanrights, but
somegovernments deliberately avoided repeating the
phrase "women'’s rights are human rights” which
appeared inprevious UN documents including the
Beijing Platform for Action. However, new
commitments to combat domestic violence against
women and girls were added with specific references to
marital rape; crimes committed 1n the name of honour
and passion; and racism and racially motivated
violence.

Many Al members around the world took partin the
Women's World March 2000 against Povertyand all
Forms of Violence against Women. Organized by the
Fédération des Femmes du Québecof Canada, the
eventwas supportedby international and grass-roots
women's organizations worldwide. Women's rights
activists all over the world marched to raise awareness
about povertyand all forms of violence against women
as obstacles to women's attainment of equality,
development and peace; to demand greater
accountability by governments and the international
trade and financial institutions forchanges required to
improve the status of women and women’s quality of
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life; and to forge global solidarity with grass-roots
women's movements around the issues of poverty and
violence against women.

As part of the program of action on Saudi Arabia, Al's
women's rights activists campaigned against abuses of
women. They organized appeal cases, petitions,
demonstrations, meetings, workshopsand letter-
writing actions, as well as approaching Saudi Arabian
embassies and foreign ministries in the activists’
countries. They also participated in the response to the
Sierra Leone crisis, campaigning on the issue of rape
and other forms of sexual violence against girls and
women. in addition, Almembersresponded to an
action on the trafficking of women from countries of
the former Soviet Union to work in thesex industry in
Israel

Therights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgendered people

The year was marked by an increasing activism and
outreach to the gay rights community by Al led by its
own growing network of gayrights advocates and
activists inmore than 40 countries

InJuly, Al took partin World Pride in Rome. This was
an important and high-profile event at which gay rights
were openly stated as a legitimate human rights issue.
Despiteeffortsto disrupt the event, the mood was very
positive with activists from around the world marching
to proclaimgay pride. Al's presence highlighting
discrimination against the gay community as a human
rightsissue provided a strong human rights dimension
to the media and public perception of the event. Al held
apress conference and mounted arally, which was well
covered by local andinternationalmedia Human rights
defenders from the gay community were present,
including one on whose behalf Al members have
campaigned.

A leading human rights defender in Zimbabwe,
Poliyana Mangwiro, of Gays and Lesbians of Zimbabwe
(GALZ),tookpartin an Al speaker’s tour in February
and March, visiting nine Al sections. She was met by an
enthusiastic and engaged audience at all her speaking
engagements and the tourprovided wide media
coverage to GALZ and the situation of lesbian and gay
humanrightsdefenders in Zimbabwe The tour also
gaveGALZ contacts withlesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) organizations internationally and
with the wider human rights movement.

Al's LGBT activists were mobilized to campaign on
behalf of prisoner of conscience Anwar Ibrahim, former
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Ministerof
Malaysia, whowas sentenced on charges of sodomy,
and on behalf of members of the transgendered
community in Valencia, Carabobo State, Venezuela,
whocontinueto be harassed and jailed in conditions
which may amount toill-treatment.

Al'swork on the USA has continued with actions on
prisons in California and Mississippi inresponse to
reports of attacks againstgay prisonersand the
inadequate care of prisoners with HIV/ AIDS. LGBT
activists also responded to Urgent Actions on
Argentina, Brazil and Saudi Arabia.
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Military, security and police transfers
In 2000 the Al Military, Security and Police (MSP)
network grew to include coordinators in over 60
countries worldwide. This was matchedbya significant
increase in campaigningand research undertakenby Al
and partner NGOs.Such MSP campaigning and research
has become a key focus of Al's work in increasing the
pressureon those directly responsible for human rights
violations and highlighting the responsibility of
supplier governments

International advocacy and campaigning actions
wereproduced and carried out on a wide range of Al's
concernson MSPissues. Thisincluded the international
trade in weapons, equipment and training fuelling the
conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and
callsfortougher controls on brokers and greater
transparency in MSP export legislation. An action on
MSP was produced as part of the program of action on
Saudi Arabia

During 2000, Al activists around the world
campaigned with great skill and commitment on a
range of MSP issues. During the French Presidency of
the European Union, the French World Cup-winning
football team called fortough small arms controls,
gaining wide media coverage and raising the profile of
the debate in France. This was followedby an
international conference on small arms at the French
Senate, attended by government and civil society
representatives from across Europe and West Africa. In
Italy the launchof the campalgn on small arms engaged
decision makers and journalists, and generated mass
popular support. South Africa saw the first ever Africa
Youth Camp attended by young people fromover 25
nations focusing on MSP issues. In the USA, the call for
the government to halt transfers of attack helicopters
to Israel during the recent conflict had a significant
impact on institutional and public opinion, and in the
UK the joint Al/Oxfam "tough arms controls” campaign
gained the support of top politicians,trade unionists
and the public leading to the government proposing
new legislation

Al's cisiswork in SierraLeoneand in Israel and the
Occupied Ternitories had a strong focus on MSP issues
During the response to the Sierra Leone crisis, the Al
movement campaigned toend continuing military
assistance torebel forces, including by calling for
effective controls on arms brokers and an end to the
illicittrade in diamonds from Sierra Leone. Linking the
sale of conflict diamonds to the flow of weapons Into
SierraLeonewas a successful Issue, stumulating
excellent Al activityaroundthe worldincluding in
Belgium,Céted'Ivoire, Israel and the USA. In December
Al called fordeterminedaction to halt thearms-for-
diamonds trade following the publication of the results
of a UN investigation

Companies

Morethan 20 Al sections worked on approaches to
companies in 2000. Traning seminarswere held in
London and New York for Al activists which discussed
practical waysn which Al can influence corporate
behaviour Al business groups continued to develop
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their contacts with companiesbased in their countries
throughdiscussions, smaller bilateral meetings, and
direct talks with companies active in countries facing
human rights crises. In meetings with officials of the
diamond industry during the Sierra Leone crisis Al
stressed the importance of effective international
regulation of the diamond trade in ending human rights
abuses. Theorganization also made representations to
the diplomatic community and the UN

Aspart of its ongoing work, Alpromoted the
responsibility of companies to adhere to human rights
principles, Al also participated in discussions to
develop practical components of the Global Compact,
an initiative of the Office of the UN Secretary-General
Al representatives spoke at national and international
conferences on issues related to corporate conduct,
reporting of business activities, and human rights

As part of the campaign on Saudi Arabia, Al issued a
booklet, SaudiArabia Open for business (Al Index:
MDE 23/082/2000). This presented an overview of the
Saudi Arabian business world and demonstrated how
compantes can apply internationally recognized
standards on human rights despite difficult operating
environments. The business community receivedit
with considerableinterest.

Human rights education

Al structures around the worldcontinued to reflect the
importance of humanrights education (HRE) by
implementing a varied range of innovative and
effectiveprograms.

In many countries, Al leads the way in lobbying for
human rights to be included in the curriculum for
primary, secondary and tertiary education. In some
cases this is successful, but there are still too many
governments in all regions who are unwilling to make
the commitment to officially integrate education on
human rights into curricula.

Anumber of Al sections integrated human rights
education into their plans for the campaign against
torture. For example, Al Belgium, Al ltaly and Al
Spain worked withschoolson developing projects
and materials. Al Canada produced materials for
youth and students and Al Ecuador organized a
schools painting competition on the theme "Stop
Torture”. Al Mongolia targetedthe training of law
enforcement personneland held seminars
specifically ontorture. Al Nepal initiated arange of
activities aimed at children including a regular
children’s column in the section’s newsletter. Al
developed apackage of materials that teachers can
adapt for use in schools

An HRE strategyis being followed in Africa that
demonstrates the long-term planning needed for
sustainable HRE programs. The strategy first aims to
develop the skills and knowledge required to plan,
manage andimplement HRE programs. Regional
workshops conducted for Cote d'lvoire, Senegal and
Togo as well as for Ghana, Gambia, Nigeria and Sierra
Leone have covered such topics as strategic planning,
interactive methodologies, evaluation and
fundraising. These will be followed up on a national
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basis with more specific capacity-building programs
and the implementation of planned HRE programs.

A small workshopforsectionactivists was held in
London to discuss the role HRE can play in developing a
better understandingof women's rights. The workshop
identified that including women'’s rights in HRE
programs can play a major rolen strengthening Al
structures. Al Morocco has developed strong links with
anumber of NGOs thatwork for women's rights and will
include them as target groups in their HRE program

Al representatives attended the UN Decade of
Human Rights Education mid-termreview in Geneva.
They supported the recommendations that ask
countries to reaffirm their commitment to HRE by
developing and implementing national HRE strategies
and committees and providing more resourcesand
initiatives for HRE structures and programs. The review
identified that there were too many ad hocactivities
and notsufficient attention given to a long-term
approach that can ensure human rights are integrated
into all parts of society.

Refugees

Al continued to campaign and take action on behalf of
asylum-seekers and refugees at risk of being forcibly
returnedto countries where they might face human
rightsviolations. Al sections and structures across the
worldprovideddecision-makersandasylum-seekers
with information about human rights abuses in
countries of origin, and alsotook action to try tostop
the forcible return of hundreds of individual refugees.

Al Canada intervened with the Canadian Minister of
Citizenship-and Immigration to prevent the deportation
of several Libyans whose asylum claims were not
successful, fearing that they would be at serious risk of
human rights violations after return. In November, two
Egyptian families were granted refugee status in
Germany after Al had issued a worldwide public
appeal; their initial asylumapplicationshadbeen
rejected as manifestlyunfoundedinan accelerated
procedure. Other appeals issued included the forcible
returnofLibyansfromJordan, and the ill-treatment
and forciblereturnfromLebanon of Sudanese asylum-
seekers and refugees.

Al continued its work toensure that states fulfil their
obligationsunder international law and scrupulously
observe the principle of non-refoulementby not
closingtheir borders insituations of mass influx of
refugees. Al continued tostress this principle in
international forums in connection with the evaluation
of theresponseto the Kosovo crisis in 1999. The same
concernswerealso reiterated in connection with the
closure of the border with SierraLeone by Guinea and
the closure of borders with Afghanistan by Tajikistan
and Pakistan.

Al urged that countries still hosting Bosnian
refugees observe voluntary repatriation standards,
and that those Bosnian refugees who cannot yet
exercise their right toreturn insafety and with dignity
to their homes in eastern Republika Srpska should not
be forcibly returned to otherparts of Bosnia-
Herzegovina.
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Al also continued tocampaign and lobby against
restrictive legislative and other measures which would
deny asylum-seekers and refugees access to fair and
satisfactory asylum procedures. On aregional level, Al
participated in thejoint UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) and Organization of African Unity
(OAU) meeting of Government and Non-Government
Technical Experts on the 30th Anniversary of the 1969
OAU Convention on the Specific Aspects of Refugee
Problems in Africa. This resulted ina Platform for
Action which provides further guidance to
governments in the region hosting refugees. Al's
European Union(EU) Association commented on EU
proposals on "temporary protection’, minimum
standards forasylum procedures, revision of the Dublin
Convention (which currently decides which member
state s responsible forconsideringan applicationfor
asylum), reception conditions and carrier sanctions
which fall short of international refugee and human
rights law and standards. Al's EU Association also
successfully campaignedfor the inclusion of a
provisionon the right to asylum and prohibition of
refoulementand collective expulsion in the non-
binding Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Unionwhich was endorsed at the EU summitin Nice in
December.

Numerous initiatives were taken by Al sections. Al
Senegal raised concerns about the quality of decision-
making in the National Refugee Commussion, the
decision-makingauthorityforasylum clams. Al Ghana
worked toensurethe rights of refugees fromvarious
African countries who had soughtprotectionin Ghana
Theyhad arrived in Ghana claiming thatthey hadbeen
denied effective refugee protection in Burkina Faso. Al
Australia reacted against the Australian government's
claims that victims of specificforms of gender-based
persecution (such as "honour” killings and trafficking)
were not deserving of protection under the UN Refugee
Convention. Al Sweden successfully participated ina
campaign together with other NGOs against a Swedish
government proposal on the establishment of a new
temporary protection regime 1n situations of mass
flight which would effectively deprive refugees of rights
they otherwise would be guaranteed under Swedish
law. The proposal was withdrawnbefore it was voted
onn parliament. Al Ireland voiced its concerns about
the coming into force of the Irish Refugee Act 1996,
mainly on issues of shortcomings in provisions on
detention, accelerated procedures, and the short time
limits within which representations can bemade on
behalf of asylum-seekers.
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INTERNATIONAL
AND REGIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Intergovernmental organizations play an important
role in the protection and promotion of human rights
worldwide. Throughout 2000, Al continued itsefforts to
further its human rights work by seeking to influence
international and regional organizations both in terms
of campaigning against ongoing human rights abuses
and in promoting international standards for the
protection of human rights. Below are some of the
highlights of Al's work with these organizations.

UN Headquarters, New York

Al continued to encourage the Security Councilto
consider the human rights situation of countries they
were deliberating as well as the impact of armed conflict
on specific groups of people, such as women, children,
refugees and the internally displaced. Where the UN has
established peace-keepingoperations, suchas in
Kosovo, Sierra Leone and East Timor, Al called for the
Security Council to ensure that all UN personnelinvolved
beadequately trained in human rights standards and that
there bea systemfor holding peace-keeping troops
accountable for any human rights violations committed,
includinga complaints mecharism. In the case of East
Timor, where the UN is the de factogovernment and
custodian of the human rights of the citizens, Al reviewed
the role of the United NationsTransitional Authority for
East Timor (UNTAET), making specific recommendations
in theareasofthe creation of a human rights culture;
ending impunity and assisting reconciliation; creating
human rights institutions; and enacting legislation and
mechanisms for the protection of the rights of women,
children and minority groups (see East Timor: Buildinga
new country basedon humanrights, Al Index: ASA
57/005/2000). In thecase ofSierra Leone, Al provided a
detailedanalysis of the draft statute of the Special Court
forSierralLeone and encouraged the Council to ensure
that the jurisdiction of the Court and the provisions of its
statute would enable it to be ajust, fair and effective tool
towardsending impunity in Sierra Leone(see Sierra
Leone: Recommendations on the draftstatuteof the
Special Court, Al Index: AFR 51/083/2000).

Working with other non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) and in collaboration with the United Nations
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), Alurged the
Security Council to address the impact of armed conflict

an historic resolution that reaffirmed the important
role of women in conflict resolution and peace-
building, emphasized the need for a gender-sensitive
approachto peace-keeping and invited the UN
Secretary-General toreport on these matters.

Al participated in the UN Special Session "Women
2000: Gender Equality, Development and Peace
for the 2ist Century” (the Beijing plus Five Review). Al
lobbied toensure that there would be nogoing back on
what had been achieved in the Beijing Declaration and
Programof Action, particularly on women'’s human
rights. In addition, Al lobbied strongly for the Outcome
Document of the plus Five Review to reflect important
developments on women's rights, such as the adoption
of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women; the inclusion in the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court of all forms of sexual
violence as a warcrime and, in certain instances, as a
crime against humanity or genocide; and the need for
governments to make new commitments regarding the
responsibility of the state for particular issues, such as
“honour crimes” and abuses by non-state actors. To
coincide with the plus Five Review, Al published a
report, Respect, protect, fulfil women's human rights:
State responsibility for abuses by "non-stateactors" (Al
Index: IOR30/002/2000).

As part of Al's ongoing work to abolish the death
penalty, and with the cooperation of the UN Staff Union,
Al arranged for the premier screening of The Hurricanein
the UN General Assembly Hall. Thefilm illustrates how
racismcaninfectcriminal trials, an issue of major
relevance in the USA where, for example, race, ethnic
originand economicstatus appear to be key
determinants in who will receive adeath sentence and
who will not. In December 2000, UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan received a petition of more than three million
signatures from all over the world calling for a universal
moratoriumon the death penalty from representatives
of Al, Moratorium 2000 and the Sant'Egidio Communuty.

UN Geneva

In 1998 the Commission on Human Rights initiated a
review of its thematic and country specific special
procedureswith a view to enhancing the effectiveness
of those mechanisms. An inter-sessional working group
established by the Commission produced areport which
wasadopted by the Commission in April 2000 but which
failedto address adequately the serious problems faced
by these bodies. While the number of new mandates
created by the Commission has risen by over a third
since 1995, resources from the UN regularbudgethave
shrunk and consequently the UN servicing of these
mandates has diminished. Alurged the Commussion to
calluponall states toextendopeninvitations to the UN

on women and the fact that women are not adeq y
represented in decision-making on negotiating,
building or consolidating peace. In October 2000,
under the Presidency of Namibia, the Security Council
held a debate on women and peace and security and
was briefed by women and NGOs. Following these
discussions, the Security Council unanimously adopted
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special mect toschedule more timefor
discussion and follow-up of reports from the special
procedures and theirrecommendations, and to urge
member states attending the General Assembly to vote
for the necessary funds from the regular budget.

As part of its work in relation to UN thematic
mechanisms, Al briefed the Special Rapporteuron
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torture priorto his visittoBrazil and the Special
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary
executions inpreparation for a possible visit to the
OccupiedPalestinian Territories. Incooperation with
the Law Society of England and Wales, Al produceda
document entitled The United Nations Thematic
Mechanisms — Update 2000: An overview of their work
and mandates (Al Index: IOR 40/020/2000), available in
English, French, Spanish, Arabicand Turkish. During the
annual meetingof the Commission on Human Rights
mechanisms dealing with specific themes or countries,
Al encouraged the systematic inclusion of an in-depth
analysis of states’ performances as well as an
assessment of governments'’ responses in the reports of
themechanisms tothe Commission. Al also expressed
concern that the limits placed on the length of reports
presented to the Commission could result in less
satisfactory reports.

At the fifth special session of the Commission on
Human Rights concerning the human rights situationin
Israel and the Occupied Territories, Al called for the
creation of a standing body of international
investigators. Experiences in Algeria, East Timor, Togo,
and most recently the Occupied Territories demonstrate
that the UN is ill-equipped to investigate complex human
rights violations. Members of the standing body would
have proven expertise in international criminal justice
and in conducting criminal investigations, including
forensic science and ballistics. These highly qualified
professionals would be selected by the UN Secretary-
General on the basis of nominations from member states
or sought out by the Secretary-General. They would
undertake to be available for a fixed period of time to
form rapid response investigative teams when required.
Toensure independence and impartiality, nomember of
ateam wouldbe a national of the country or territory
under investigation. The UN would provide training to
the experts in international human rights and
humanitarian law.

Against a backdrop of initiatives from Australia and
the United Kingdom torestrict refugee protection, the
UN High Commissioner forRefugees (UNHCR) launched
aGlobal Consultation on International Refugee
Protection The consultation, which coincided with
thesothAnniversary of the 1951 Convention relating to
the Status of Refugees, is intended to clarify the scope
of refugee protection, but Al fears that it might go
beyond the UNHCR mandate to protect refugees, as
governments seek out new ways to manage migration
flows. Al called on the UNHCR and governments to
allow NGOs full participation in the process and not to
deviate from the issue of refugee protection.

In September 2000, Al sentan Open Letter to
Australian Prime Minister John Howard, after his
government's threat to review its cooperation with
the UN treaty bodies and only to cooperate with UN
thematic special rapporteurs and working groups if
there are "compelling reasons to do so”. In the letter,
Al stated that the measures announced would
undermine the UN human rights protection machinery
and set a bad example for other countries that wish to
avoid international scrutiny of their humanrights
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record. Al called on the Prime Minister to abide by
treaty obligations to extend full cooperation to the
UN thematic and other human rights experts wishing
tovisit Australia. Al continues tomonitor initiatives
by states to “rationalize” the treaty-body system
AsInpreviousyears, Al sent a representative to
observe the Committee on the Application of Standards of
the International Labour Conference on
governments’ effective implementation of international
labour standards. Al raised concerns about the situation
inMyanmar under the International L.abour Organisation
Convention 29 on forced labour; in Pakistan under
Convention 1050n the abolition of forced labour; and in
Colombia and Swaziland under Convention 870n freedom
of association and protection of the right to organize.

Regional intergovernmental organizations
Al maderec ions to the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) on the establishment of the African
Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the
Child. Inparticular, Al calledfor the full integration of
the work of this Committee into the OAU and urged
member states to nominate independent experts for
election to the Committee. Al continues to campaign for
OAU member states to ratify the African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child, which came into force on
29November1999. At thesessionsof the African
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, Al
raised concerns about the human rights situation in
Zimbabwe and human rights defenders in Africa,

Throughout the year, Al sought to influence the
European Union (EU) to act more vigorously and
coherently to implement its growing human rights
mandate. Through the Brussels office of its EU
Association, Al provided information to the Council,
the Commissionand the European Parliament on the
many countries with which the EU has relations. In
doing so, Al consistently urged that more substance be
given to the human rights clause that constitutes an
“essential element” of the agreements the EU concludes
with other countries

Alissued numerous appeals and briefings in efforts
toinfluence the EU Common Foreign and Security
Policy. Al made special efforts in connection with
certainpriority countries, including lobbying the EU
institutions inBrussels and in themember states’
capitals through the Al sections. Some of those
countriesfeatured prominently in the EU joint
positioning at the 2000 session of the UN Commussion
onHuman Rights — notably Chechnya, subject of an EU-
inttiatedresolution, and China with which the EU is
conducting a special human rights dialogue, of which Al
has been increasingly critical. Al also submitted
information on human rights in the countries in Central
and Eastern Europe and the Mediterranean, including
Turkey, thatare candidates to jointhe EU

Al drew attention tohumanrights abuses withinEU
member states, especially torture and ill-treatment,
and called for monitoringand accountabilityat
nationaland EU level. In proposalsmadeat the start of
Al's campaign against torture in October, the EU was
urged to declare the eradication and prevention of
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torture a key objective of EU human rights policy. Al's
suggestionthatguidelines on torturebe developed for
use in relations with non-EU countries (modelied on
those the EU had operated successfully on the death
penalty since 1998) met with positive interest.

The European Charter of Fundamental Rights
adopted at the Nice summit in December 2000
prompted Al to reiterate its call for the EU to accede to
international humanrrights treaties, including the
EuropeanConventionon Human Rights

Animportant focus for Al's work at the EU were the
comprehensivememoranda drawn up by the respective
Al sections and Al's Brussels office and submitted to the
incoming presidency government. In 2000 Al thus
addressed the Portuguese and French presidencies, and
prepared for the 2001 presidencies by Sweden and Belgium

Alensured a high profile for the campaign against
torture at the Warsaw Human Dimension
Implementation Meeting of the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) on
"Human Rights and Inhuman Treatment or Punishment”
in March. In addition topresentingastatementto the
meetingon Al's concernsabout torture and ill-
treatment in Europetoday, the organization held a
special interest meeting to introduce the new global
campaign tointerested members of government
delegations and NGO representatives.

Al also undertook training on international
standardsfor fair trial for OSCE trial monitorsin
Kosovo anddistributed Al's Fair trials manual(Al
Index: POL 30/002/1998). To mark the soth anniversary
of the European Convention on Human Rights, Al
published a report and launched an action on the issue
of impunity for torture and ill-treatment in member
states of the Council of Europe. An Al representative
attended the Council of Europe intergovernmental
conferencein Rome. Al also attended a meeting of
international humanrights NGOswith the Council of
Europe Commissioner of Human Rights in Paris

Al, incooperationwith other NGOs, continued to
encourage the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights todevelop its work on human rights defenders,
including carrying out a close study of their situation. At
the General Assemblyofthe Organization of American
States. NGOs pushed for the adoption of astronger
resolution on human rightsdefenders, for action on the
use of child soldiersand the situation inPeru, and for
public support for the creation of the International
Criminal Court (ICC). In thecontext of discussions on
strengthening the inter-American system forhuman
rights, Al continued to raiseconcerns onretrograde steps
taken by Trinidad and Tobago and Peru, and encouraged
states to show their commitment to upholding human
rightsby ratifying the regional standards.

Developing international human rights law
Alwasactive in the negotiations on the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child on the involvement of children in armed
conflicttoraiseto 18 years the age at which children can
be recruited into armed forces orgroupsand participate
in hostilities. A founder member of the International

292

Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, Al worked
closely with Coalition partners in campaigning and
lobbyingactivities to strengthen articles during the
draftingofthe Protocol. In May 2000, the Protocol was
adopted by the UN General Assembly. Al is campaigning
for a minimum of 100 signatures and so ratifications of
the Protocol bythe UN General Assembly Special Session
on Children in September 2001.

Al continued to participate in the elaboration of other
internationat standards, including thedraftoptional
protocol tothe Convention against Tortureand Other Cruel,
Inhuman or DegradingTreatment or Punishment and the
draftinternational convention on "dlsappearances”.

International Criminal Court

Al continued its work as one of more than 1,000 NGO
members of the Coalition for an International Criminal
Court, campaigning forstates to sign and ratify the
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and
enacteffectiveimplementing legislation. The ICC will
be established after 60 states have ratified the Rome
Statute. There were 27 ratifications and 139 signatures
at theend of the year.

All Al sections and non-sectlon structures have been
requested, as a priority, to lobby their own
governmentsand governmentsin other countries to
ratify the Rome Statute. To this end, Al produced an ICC
“ratification kit” which provides advice on lobbying,
model letters and draftpressreleases as well as a series
of fact sheets containing summaries and explanations
ofimportant aspects of the ICC and a"Checklist for
effective implementation”. The fact sheets cover such
topics as prosecuting crimes against humanity,
ensuring justice for women, and fair trial guarantees.

As part of its continued work to establish a just, far
andeffective ICC, Al participated in all sessions of the
Preparatory Commissions for the International
Criminal Court and lobbied government delegations to
drafteffective Rules of Procedure and Evidence as well
as the El of Crimes, a 1tary instrument
designed to aid the Court in interpreting the Statute.

Selected Al reports

« The United Nations Thematic Mechanisms ~ Update
2000: An overview of their work and mandates (Al
Index: IOR 40/020/2000)

+ 2001 UN Commission on Human Rights: Bridging the
gap between rights and realities (Al Index: IOR
41/014/2000)

« Respect, protect, fulfil =Women's human rights: State
responsibility for abuses by ‘non-state actors' (Al
Index: IOR 50/001/2000)

« Child Soldiers: Criminals or victims? (Al Index: IOR
50/002/2000)

« Sierra Leone: Recommendations on the draft Statute of
the Special Court (Al Index: AFR 51/083/2000)

« International Criminal Court: Checklist for effective
implementation (Al Index: IOR 40/011 /2000)

« Ratification Kit: Lobbying for effective ratification of
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
(Available as a ratification kit)

Amnesty Insernational Report 2001




INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Rome Statute ofthe International Criminal Court

Asat t January 2001, 139 states had signed the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Courtand 27 of them had
ratified it.On 31 December2000, the deadline for signing the Statute expired. States which had not signed the
Statute by that date will have to accede to the Statute ina single step.

*Indicates ratifications or signatures that took place in 2000.
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Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights o fthe Child
on the involvement of children inarmed conflict

The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN Children's Convention) requires 10
ratifications to enter intoforce. By the end of 2000, 75 states had signed the Protocol and three of them had ratified
it. (All signatures and ratifications took place in 2000.) This information is taken from: www.untreaty.un org,

Optional Protocol to the C ion on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women

The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (UN
Women's Convention) entered into force on 22 December 2000. By theendof 2000, 13 states had ratified, twohad
acceded toit, and anothersohadsigned it. Thisinformation is taken from www.untreaty.un.org. ® Indicates
ratifications, accessions or signatures that took place 2000.
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Selected international human rights treaties

(AT 31 DECEMBER 2000)

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe its provisions.
States which have signed but not yetratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date;
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain fromacts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty.

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child has been ratified by all UN member states with the exceptions of Somalia
(which has no functioning government) and the United States of America.
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o SELECTED REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES
Selected regional human rights treaties

(AT 31 DECEMBER 2000)
Organization of African Unity (OAU)

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treatyand are bound to observe its provisions
States which have signed but not yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date;
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain fromacts which would defeatthe object and purpose of the treaty.

This chart lists countries which were members of the OAU at the end of 2000
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African Charter on the Rights and

Welfare of the Child
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Organization of American States (OAS)

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are partyto the treaty and are bound to observe its provisions.
States which have signed but not yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date;
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty.

This chart lists countries which were members of the OAS at the end of 2000.
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Council of Europe
States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe its provsions.

States which have signed but not yet ratified have expressed therr intention to become a party at some future date;
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty.

Thischart lists countries which were members of the Council of Europe at the end of 2000.
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