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PREFACE 

Amnesty Intemational (AI) is a wo�dwide movement 
of people who campaign for human rights. AI's work is 
based on careful research and on the standards agreed 
by the international community. AI is independentof 
any govemmen� political ideology, economic interest 
or religion. It does not support or oppose any 
government or political system, nor does it support or 
oppose the views ofthe victims whose rights it seeks to 
protect. It is concerned solely with the impartial 
protection of human rights. 

AI mobilizes volunteer activists in more than 140 
countries and territories in every part of the world. There 
are more than 1,000,000 Al members and subscribers 
from many different backgrounds, with widelyd,fferent 
political and religious beliefs, united by a determination 
to work for a world where everyone enjoys human rights. 

AI works Independently and impartially to promote 
respect for all the human nghtsset out in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. The main focus of Its 
campaigning is to: 
• free all prisoners of conscience. According to AI's 

Statute, these are people detained for thelr polttlcal, 
religious or other conscientiously held beliefs or 
because of theIr ethmc origin, sex, colour, language. 
national or social origin, economic status. birth or other 
status - who have not used or advocated violence; 

• ensure faIr and prompt trials for all political prisoners; 
• abolish the death penalty, torture and other Ill­

treatment of prisoners; 
.end political killings and �disappearances·; 
• ensure that governments refrain from unlawful killings 

in armed conflict. 
AI also works to: 

• oppose abuses by armed polllical groups such as the 
detention of prisoners of conscience, hostage·taking, 
torture and unlawful killings; 

• assist asylum·seekers who are at risk of being retumed 
to a country where they might suffer violations of their 
fundamental human rights; 

• cooperate with other non·govemmental 
organizations, the UN and r�ional inter· 
governmental organizations to further human rights; 

.ensure comrol of intemational military, security and 
police relations in order to protect human rights; 

• orgamze human rights education and awareness 

raising programs. 

AI isa democratic, self-govermngmovement. Major 
policy decisions are taken by an International Council 
made upof representatives from all national sections. 

AI's national sections and local volunteer groups are 
pnmarily responslble for funding the movement. No 
funds are soughl or accepted from governments for 
AI's work investigating and campaigning against human 

rights violatIOns. 

Amnesty International Report 2001 
This report documents human rights issues of concern to 
AI during the year 2000. It also renects the actlviliesAI 
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has undertaken during the year 10 promote human rights 
and to campaign against specific human rights abuses. 

The core of this report is made up of entries on 
IndiVidual countnes and terntories, listed alphabetically. 
Each of these entries gives a summary of the human fights 
situation in the country or territory and descnbes AI's 
specific human rights concerns there. The absence of an 
entry on a particular country or territory does not imply 
that no human nghts abuses of concern 10 Al took place 
there dunng the year. Nor IS the length of indiVidual 
entries any baSIS for a comparison of the extent and 
depth of AI's concerns. 

A world map has been included In this report to 
indIcate the location of countnes and terrltones, and 
each individual country entry begms with some baSIC 
information about the country during 2000. Neither the 
map nor the country infonnation may be Interpreted as 

AI's view on questions such as the status of disputed 
territory, population size or language. AI takes no 
position on ISSUes other than human rights concerns 
which fall within its mandate. 

The later sections of the report contain some 
Information about Al and Its work during the year. The 
final section focusesonAI's work with Intergovernmental 
orgamzauonsand includes information about which 
states are bound by key international and r�lonal 
human fights treaties 

Internet addresses 
Reports published dunng the year are listed at the end of 
countryentrtes. These are available on the AI website. 
The AI Index given in thiS report can be used to locate a 
document as follows: AI Index: ABC 6Yoo.v2000 
httpJ/www.web.amnesty orgl al.nsflindexlA8C6JOO42000 

Abbreviations for treaties 
The following abbreviatIons have been used: 
• UN Convention againstTorturerefers to the 

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 
or D�radlng Treatment or Pumshment. 

• UN Women's Convention refers to the Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discnminatlon 
against Women. 

• UN Children's Convention refers to theConvenuon 
on the Rights of the Child. 

• UN Convention against Racism refers to the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination. 

• UN Refugee Convention refers to the Convention 
relating to the Status of Refugees. 

• European Convention on Human Rights refers to 
the (European) Convention for the Protection of 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. 

Torture Free Zone tape 
This report is published duringAJ's worldwide campaign 
to eradicate torture. Torture Free Zone tape IS used as a 
visual link with the campaIgn in many country entries 
where torture was a Significant concern In 2000. 
However, the absence of the tape In a country entry does 
not Indicate that AI did not have concerns about torture 

or ill-treatment in that country. 
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AI'S A PPEALS 

FOR ACTION 

The country entnes in thiS report Include numerous 
examples of human nghts abuses that AI is dedicated 
to oppose under its mandate. In response to these 
human nghts abuses. AI urges those In authority In all 
countnes where violations occur to take the steps 
recommended below_ More detailed additional 
recommendations relevant to particular SItuatIons 
are included where necessary 10 the specific counrry 
entry 

Recommendations to governments 
Prisoners of conscience 
AI calls for the Immediate and unconditional release of 
all prisoners of conscIence. According to AI's Statute, 
prisoners of conscience are people detamed anywhere 
for their political, religious or other conscientiously 
held beliefs or because of their ethnic origin, sex, 
colour, language, naltonal or social orlgm, economiC 
status. birth or other status - who have not used or 
advocated violence 
Political prisoners 
AI calls for all prisoners whose cases have a political 
aspect to be given a prompt and fair trial on 
recognizably criminal charges. or released 

AI calls for rnals to meet minimum International 
standards of fairness, These Include, for example, the 
right toa fair heanng before a competent, independent 
and Impartial tribunal, the right 10 have adequate time 
and facilities to prepare a defence, and the right to 
appeal to a higher tribunal 
Torture and i ll-treatment 
AI calls on governments to take steps to prevent 
torture and dl-treatment, Such steps include initiating 
Impartial, prompt and effective investigations Into all 
allegatlons of torture and brlngmg to Jusllce those 
responSible for torture 

Further safeguards against torture and ill-treatment 
which AI promotes Include: 
• clear poliCies that torture and Il l-treatment will not 

be tolerated; 
• an end to incommunicado detention, including 

giving detainees access to Independent medical 
examination and legal counsel; 

• outlawing the use of confeSSions extracted under 
torture as evidence In courts of law; 

• Independent inspection of places of detention; 
• informing detainees of their nghts; 
• human rights training for law enforcement 

personnel; 
• compensation for the victims of torture; 
• medical treatment and rehabilitation for the VICllms 

of torture 
Prison conditions 
AI calls on governments 10 ensure that pnson 
condlllons do not amount 10 cruel. inhuman or 

degradtng treatment or punishment, in line with 
internatIonal human nghts standards for the treatment 
of pnsoners 
Death penalty 
AI calls on governments to abolish the death penalty in 
law and practice. 

Pending abolition, AI calls on governments to 
commute death sentences. to Introduce a moratorium 
on executions. to respect internatIonal standards 
restricting the scope of the death penalty and to 
ensure the most rigorous standards for fair trial In 
capital cases. 
Political killings and 'disappearances' 
AI calls on governments to end extrajudicial 
executions and wdisappearances". It calls for prompt. 
Independent and effective investigations Into such 
violations and for those responsible to be brought to 
Justice. 

AI calls on governments to: 
• demonstrate their total OPPOsition to extrajudicial 

execuuons and �disappearances" and make clear to 
security forces that these abuses will not be 
tOlerated in any circumstances; 

• end secret or incommunicado detenuon and 
Introduce measures to locate and protect prisoners; 

• provide effective protection to anyone in danger of 
extrajudicial execution or wdlsappearance", 
Including those who have received threats: 

• ensure that law enforcement offiCials use force only 
when stnctly reqUired and to the mmimum extent 
necessary- lethal force should be used only when 
unaVOidable to protect life; 

• ensure strict cham-of-command control of all 
security forces; 

• ban wdeath squads�, private armies and paramihtary 
forces acting outside the official chain of command. 

Unlawful killings in armed conflict 
AI calls on governments engaged in armed connlct to 
adhere to provIsions of internauonal humanitarian 
law, including the prohibition of d1rect attacks on 
ciVilians and of IndiscrIminate attacks. 
Asylum-seekers 
Al calls on governments 10 ensure that no asylum­
seekers are returned to a country where they might 
suffer Violations of their fundamental human rights. 

AI calls on governments to ensure that all asylum­
seekers have access to a fair and impartial individual 
asylum determination, and to ensure that they are not 
arbItrarily detained or otherwise put under undue 
pressure. 
Promote and respect human rights 
AI calls on states to ratify international and regional 
human nghts Instruments without reservations, and 
calls on all governments to respect and promote the 
proviSions of these Instruments. 

Recommendations to armed political groups 
AI callson armed political groups to respect 
fundamental standards of human rights and 
international humanitarian law. and to halt abuses 
such as the detention of pnsoners of conscience, 
hostage-taking, torture and unlawful killings 

Amnesty Intem .. tlon .. t Report 2001 
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FOREWORD 

by Pierre Sane, Secretary General 

This is AI's 40th anmversary year. Back in 1961 a British 
lawyer heard the story of two Portuguese students who 
had been Imprisoned fordnnking a toast 10 freedom. He 
launched a newspaper appeal, and from thiS individual 
Initiative grew a worldwide movement in which millions 
of people have taken part. In Its 40 years of work, AI's 
volunteer actIVists and their supporters have worked 
tirelessly to free the unjustly Imprisoned, protect those 
at nskof torture and obtain justice for victims. More 
than a million AI members are Involved In mobilizing 
their communities, puttlng pressure on governments 
and supporting victims and their families. Usually it is 
impossible to measure the impact of our endeavours, 
and we are generally part of a far wider errort, but we do 
know that we have saved lives, we have stimulated 
action and we have contnbuted to lasting improvements. 

Anniversaries invite reflection not only on past 
achievements, but also on how the world has changed. 
This year, the first of a new century, IS an opportune 
moment to look back over the recent past in order to 
prepare for the challenges ahead. For me personally. it 
is equally a time of reflection, as I leave the post of 
Secretary General of AI after nearly 10 years. The past 
decade -the years since the fall of the Berlin Wall ­
has seen massive political. social and economic 
changes. The human rights movement has grown in 
strength and numbers, and consciousness of human 
rights is undoubtedly greater than ever. Yet repression. 
poverty and war devastate the lives of much of 
humanity. The optimism we enjoyed In 1990 has been 
replaced by well-founded fears. and human nghts 
activism is needed today more than ever. 

1. GLOBALIZATION 
The end of the Cold War was hailed by many as the start 
of a new world order that would bring freedom and 
prosperity for all. But for millions the reality has proved 
very different. Globalization-the spread of the free 
market economy, multi-party political systems and 
technological change -has been accompanied by growing 
wealth for some, but destitution and despair for many. 

Globalization did not start in the 1990S but its effects 
have intensified and become clearer over the past 10 
years. Capital has always been mobile; what has 
changed is that the reliance of corporations on 
national states has become less and less important. 
Parallel with the concentration of wealth In the hands 
of multinational corporations has been the growing 
power of global economic institutions such as the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank and 
World Trade Organization (WfO). 

Globalization has undoubtedly led to enormous 
economiC expansion. The world is richer than It has ever 
been and technology is advancing faster and faster. 
There is unprecedented potential to eradicate poverty 
and fulfil the aspirations of the Universal Declarallon of 
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Human Rights-freedom from fear and freedom from 
want. But globalization has also brought economiC 
volatihty and mstability. The 1997 finanCial crisis In ASia 
led to massive unemployment and the displacement of 
ml11ions of migrant workers. The effects included 
reduced welfare spendmg in apparently unconnected 
countnes In latin America, and a sudden rise in the cost 
of vital Imports into Africa. 

Globalization has been accompanied by debt and 
poverty. More than 80 countries had a lower per capita 
Income in 2000 than they had In 1990. At least I.) billion 
people struggle to survive on less than a dollar a day. 
Deregulation. privatizatiOn and the dlsmantltngof 
social welfare provision have led to Widening 
inequalities in many countries. In large parts of the 
world. corruption has increased, and personal. social 
and politICal insecunty has spread. The predictable and 
almost JOevltable consequence of thiS growth in poverty 
has been a parallel escalation in violations of all human 
nghts. The Berlin Wall may have crumbled, but the walls 
of poverty, Intolerance and hYPOCriSY stili stand. 

The new human rights challenges ariSing from 
globalization have stimulated AI to take on new areas 
of work, namely socio-economic rights and economic 
actors 

AI and socio-economic rights 
In a 1997 policy deciSion, AI members reaffirmed their 
determination to promote aI/human rights. At ItS 
forthcoming International Council Meeting. AI 
members Will debate ways of further intensifying the 
work of the organization In the fields of SOCial, 
economic and cultural rights.AI has acknowledged the 
relative neglect of economiC, social and cultural rights 
by the international human rights movement. and has 
taken steps to address these rights more directly in Its 
own work. 

The 50th anniversary of the UOlversal Declaration 
of Human Rights in 1998 allowed AI to reiterate the 
importance and the indivisibility of the human rights 
which are fundamental to the dignity and 
development of every human being. These range 
from economic rights, such as the right to work and to 
an adequate standard of liVing, to political fights. 
such as freedom of opinion. expression and 
association. They Include civil rights, such as equality 
before the law, and SOCial and cultural rights. such as 
the right to education and to participate In the 
cultural life of the community. AI's campaign to 
promote awareness of the Universal Declaration 
Involved entering mto a dialogue with millions of 
people around the world. The campaign also aimed to 
put pressure on States to ensure that all the rights in 
the Universal Declaration. including social and 
economic rights, moved beyond paper promises to 
become a reality for everyone. 

AI and economic actors 
The Universal Declaration not only addresses 
governments but also calls upon Mevery lOdividual and 
every organ of societyM to promote respect for these 
rights and freedoms and to secure their observance. By 
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encouragmg compames to uphold mternatlonal human 
rights standards In thelf aClIVltles, AI can harness a 
potent mnuence 10 shape a better human nghts 
climate thiS IS not a -partnership·, but a recognition 
that. without sacrificing Independence or the nght to 
protest If necessary, non-governmental organizations 
and companies can bUild a relationship of mutual 
respect. workmg (Owards the protection of human 
rights. AilS now promoting a set of human rights 
principles for compames, which covers issues such as 
security arrangements, community consultation, 
freedom from discrimination, labour rights and fair 
working conditions 

These efforts to promote the human rights agenda 
wlthm the bUSiness communlly have taken me over the 
past four years to meetmgs of the World EconomiC 
Forum, along with top-level bUSiness executives, heads 
of state, senlor orflclals, academiCS, Journalists and 
Ihlnkers I have argued there for companle5 to engage 
In protecting human rights and have inSiSted on the 
need 10 have codes of conduct verified Independently 
and reported publicly. I believe that opportunities to 
speak directly to people who hold real power In the 
bUSiness world can be useful both In raising the profile 
of human rights and In pressing indiVidual cases 

Similar considerations led me to attend the launch of 
the Global Sulllvan PrinCiples and of the Global 
Compact, an initiative of the UN Secretary-General 
aimed at InJecting Universal values Into the working of 
global markets These prmciples are those which AI 
expects companies to respect as a minimum, and to 
Implement In ways that are open and transparent. 

However, it would be naive not to recognize the 
potential connlct between the PUrsUit of profll and the 
protection of human rights For example, the proposed 
Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAl) would 
have restricted states' ability to regulate the conduct of 
multinational corporations. It would have limned the 
capacity of States to enforce cenaln human rights, while 
not ImpoSing any bindIng obligations on multinational 
corporations to protect such rights. A broad coalition of 
non-governmental OrgBOIzatlons, trade unions and 
political parties lobbied against the MAl. which In the 
event was shelved, temporarily at least. 

Similarly. the World Bank, ostensibly workmg to 
alleviate poverty but heavily engaged In promoting 
deregulation and globalizatIon, Is in a position to exert 
great Innuence over national economic and political 
agendas. The World Bank disburses more funds than all 
the UN agencies put together. Al has called on Ihe 
World Bank to raise Violations of human rights with 
governments dUring consultations, to ensure that ItS 
own operating procedures are conSistent wuh 
international human rights law, and to carry out human 
rights Impact assessments of liS poliCies and projects 
AI has communicated directly With the World Bank 
about liS operations In several parts of the world, 
Including Indonesia, SIerra leoneand Chechnya. World 
Bank offiCials have had diSCUSSions With AI staff on 
other projects and Inlllauves, and AI Will continue to 
press for real change, so that human rights are given 
proper consideration In all the Bank's work 

Al l1as also not shied away from openly CritiCizing 
compames When Nigerian writer Ken Saro-Wiwa and 

eight other OgoOl activists were threatened with 
execution after grossly unfair tnals, AI pleaded with 
the Anglo-Dutch Shell 011 company to Intervene. Shell 
inSisted then that It played no role In Nigerian pollllcs 
The nme men were hanged. I made It clear that I Simply 
do nOI believe that the Nigerian government perceived 
the Silence of one of ItS most powerful Investors as 
neulral. AI publicized ItS concern about the role of BP 
In Colombia, when we learned that the company used 
to protect BP's oll lnstalJatlons was reportedly passIng 
intelligence Information about the local population to 
the Colombian military. The Colombian armed forces 
and their paramilitary allies are responsible for most of 
the 30,ooo polltlcal killings In Colombia over Ihe past 10 
years. Both Shell and BP have since declared their 
commitment 10 supporting human rights 

The development of AI's work on soclo-economlc 
fights and on economiC actors IS mformed by a sense of 
urgency. Poverty, hunger and homelessness are not 
mevltable· the world has the resources 10 overcome 
them If we can generate the political WIll. Utopia may 
not be wuhln our reach, but positive change IS 

AI and the UN 
Economic Insecurity has stoked internal connlcts that 
nation States have proved unable to resolve or contain 
Far from becoming a more effective force for peace and 
justice once freed from the paralYSiS of Cold War super­
power flvalry, the UN has been drawn into crises that are 
beyond the resources It has been given and which test Us 
credlblllly. Because so many hopes rest with the UN, It Is 
hard to confront its failures. But no obJective observer 
could descflbe the results of UN Interventions such as 
those In Somaha, Angola, Haiti or Iraq as successful 
examples of the values on which the UN was founded 

The UN IS trapped between the prinCiples It was 
established to uphold and the self-interest of the 
governments of which it IS composed. Even with," the 
UN's human fights machinery, thIS tenSion can lead to 
paralYSIS. The UN CommiSSion on Human Rights, Ihe 
leading UN human rights body, has sacflflCed human 
fights Integflly In the Interests of political compromise 
In March 2000. AI called on the CommiSSion to speak 
Out on the human fights sltuallon in, among others, 
ChIna and Saudi Arabia, countries which have appalling 
human rights records but where in the interests of 
realpolltik the international community has remained 
silent. ChIna has seen in the past two years the most 
serious and Wide-ranging crackdown on peaceful 
dissent for a decade. Yet the (ommission's response has 
been minimal. Some CommiSSion delegates have argued 
that dialogue alone would produce posItive results, but 
dialogue IS a means toan end. It cannot be meaningful If 
it has no ImpaCI on the human fights situation. 

Whllecflllcal of the UN when necessary, AI works to 
Improve the UN's human rights machinery. In the mld-
19905, lobbYing by human fights organizations including 
AI culminated In the creation of the post of High Commis­
Sioner for Human Rights. In 2000 the UN CommiSSion on 
Human Rightscreated a Special Representative on 



human nghts defenders to Intervene on behalf of those 
in the forefront of the struggle for human rights 

Over the past decade. as the UN has become more 
mvolved m peace-keeping operations. AI has 
developed a senes of recommendations on build 109 
human nghts promotion and protection IOta peace­
keeping activIties. In 1997, I briefed the UN Security 
Council on human nghts In armed confliCt, suggesting 
how human rights Initiatives can play a role In better 
preventing and managing conflict. and In post-conflict 
peace-building. 

In AI's experience. long-term reconciliation after 
armed conflict is not possible unless Justice Is central to 
the search for peace. Sweepmgaslde the question of 
responsibility for atrocltlesdunrl�an armed connlct 
only leads to renewed cycles of vIOlence and impunity 
AI has been fully engaged m the campaign to establish a 
JUst. fair and effecl1ve International Crlmmal Court. This 
court would have Jurisdiction over the worst crimes In 
the world -genocide, other crimes against humanity and 
warcflmes-and AI members conunue to lobby their 
own governments to make the court a reality 

AI members rearfirmed in 1997 the fundamental role 
of work with the UN m ending and preventing human 
rights abuses. In the coming years. we Will strengthen 
our Mlnsider" advocacy work. backed by sustamed 
public campaigmng from the �outslde� 

Globalization - the challenge for AI 
In a world where globalization is undermining many 
nation states and bringing poverty to the forefront of 
the human rights agenda. the challenge for Ai ls to 
remaIn relevant. In  my opinion, this means 
broadening our aim from the protection of CIVil and 
political rights to embrace all human rights. The 
indiVISibility of human fights IS not an abstracuon. the 
context which gIVes rise 10 human fights Violations Is 
mvarlably complex and cannot be divorced from 
issues of wealth and status. injustice and Impunity 
We have to maintain our focus on the Individual 
victim to articulate what Indivisibility means In reat 
life. And m real life, accountability extends beyond 
the police oHlcer Wielding a baton. not only to his or 
her political masters but also to those who profit from 
inequality. In the mmds of the drafters of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, freedom from 
fear and freedom from want have always been 
inseparable. 

And the indivisible links between socio-economlc and 
political rights have been mirrored In the emergence of a 
new network of protest movements. Globalization has 
brought together act!vistson iSsues such as child labour, 
the environment, anti-capitalism, Third World debt and 
human rights, creallngan International, grassroots 
movement. Many of the groups that have come together 
to halt the proceedmg5 of Intematlonal financial 
institutions overcame long-standing divisions and 
dlvef1mg agendas uSing one of the much·vaunted 
advances of globalization-the Internet, A global 

solidarity movement to address the negative 

consequences of globalizauon IS m the making. Al Will 
bTlng ItS unique contribution to thiS endeavour 
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2. FRAGMENTATION 
Divisions Wlthm many SOCieties have deepened In 
recent years. and In some have degenerated Into open 
COnnlCL Far from the fall of the Berlin Wall markmg 
Mthe end of history", we have witnessed a resurgence of 
bitter wars In which countless lives have been rUined 
and lost. In the past decade there have been tragic 
conflicts In BosOla-Herzegovlna and other parts of 
former YugoslaVia, in Chechnya, East Tlmor, AlgeTla, 
Somalia, Central Africa, LlbeTla and Sierra Leone. 

Faced With the mass VIolations of human Tights 
committed dUTlng such confhcts, and especially the 
1994 genOCide in Rwanda, AI was forced to re·evaluate 
some of liS working methods and ItS poliCies. Many of 
AI's campaigning and research lechOlques were 
developed In the Cold War era of indiVidual prisoners 
of conscience faced wllh a monolithIC state apparatus 
But the scale. the ferOCity and the speed of these 
disasters demanded new approaches AI developed 
new Internal mechanisms to respond to human rights 
crises more rapidly and forcefully, and grappled with 
difficult ISSUes such as �humanltarlan" military 
mterventJon and sanctions Our members expanded 
AI's mandate in the light of the increasing number of 
conflicts With complex Internal and International 
dimenSions. Central to our approach has been the 
belief, borne out In each succeecilng CriSIS, that 
ImpuOIty is the poison that allows human fights 
violations to spread, to recur or to re-emerge 

fragmentation is not solely about conrJin It Is true 
that democratic institutions have spread In the past 
decade -especially m Latin America, Eastern Europe 
and AfTlca All too often, however, thIS has not meant 
genUine popular participation, but merely a power 
struggle wnhln a tmy ruling elite, or an army general 
donning a SUit. Whole sections of society have 
remained disenfranchised and vulnerable to the diVide 
and rule tactics employed by weak governments. Even 
In long-established democraCies. such as those In 
Western Europe, lip-service to SOCial inclUSion has al l  
too often been used to hide the spread of mtolerance, 
racism and dlscrlmmallon 

Discrimination 
People feel powerless and alienated m the face of 
global trends. and In reacllon they turn to their group 
for identity. Religion, race, ethniCity, nation -even 
football-all take on a new importance. This desire to 
belong has been manipulated both to reinforce the hold 
of tradition and to feed Intolerance of outSiders This 
can be seen In mounting xenophobia against asylum­
seekers and refugees. whipped up by politicians more 
concerned With populaTlty than international human 
Tights obligations. It can be seen In Violence against 
women, at the hands of police and soldiers, but also at 
the hands of their own husbands, fathers or employers 
It can be seen in racist attacks on Roma In Europe and 
on members of raCial or ethOlc minOrities In countTle5 
all over the world. It can be seen In homophobic attacks 
on gays and lesbians, and In the frequent failure of the 
police to provide protection agamst such attacks or to 
pursue those responSible 
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In the past decade AI has run major campaigns taking 
up these themes. In 1992. the 500th anniversary orlhe 
arrival of Europeans in the Americas, we campaigned 
against the widespread human rights violations suffered 
by indigenous peoples in the Americas. In the run-up to 
the Beijmg World Conference on Women's Rights we 
launched worldwide action around the slogan Women's 
Rights are Human Rights, Faced with growing efforts by 
governments to avoid thelr obhgatJons to refugees. and 
rising intolerance towards asylum-seekers. we 
organized a worldwide campaign for refugee rights. We 
look a dual approach: to show that every refugee is a 
human bemg with a story of persecution. not a statistic; 
and to press governments to fulfil their commitments to 
refugee protection. Above all, we stressed that states 
should work to end the human rights Crises that force 
people to leave home In search of safety 

DIscrimination can take many different forms. in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank, for example, thousands of 
Palestinians live in fear that their homes may be 
demolished without wamlng by the Israeli authontles. 
Palestinians liVing in the West Bank have no chance of 
getting a bUlldmg permit from the authorities, which 
means their home IS effectively illegal even ifbuilt on 
land that has belonged to their family for generations. In 
1999 AI published a repon which clearly revealed how 
planning laws are interpreted according to two policies: 
one for the Palestlmans and one for the Israelis 

Our campaign agamst human rights abuses in the 
USA -RIghts for All-highlighted racism in the criminal 
justice system. Pointing to the disproportionate 
number of black people in prison and on death row. 
and systematic police brutality against blacks and 
lalinos, we called on the USA to deliver rights for all ItS 
people. This work fed into our efforts to contribute to 
the 2001 World Conference agamst Racism 

DISCrimination is also one of the three main messages 
of the current campaign against torture, which is bUilt 
around the need to prevent torture, to combat 
discrimination and to end Impumty. Discnmmatlon 
paves the way for torture by allowmg the victim to be 
seen not as human but as an object, who can, therefore, 
be treated inhumanely. Institutionalized discrimination 
also means that the victims are less likely to receive 
protection and Support from the authonties. The 
campaign has focused special attention on racism and 
torture, on torture of women, on torture of children. 
and on torture and sexualldenuty. 

One of the debates among anu-torture activists IS the 
extent to which states are responsible for acts of 
Violence committed not by police officers or soldiers, 
but by pnvate Indlvlduals- Mnon-stateactors� 
Domesuc vlolence. racist attacks by skinhead gangs and 
�cleanslng campaigns� against street children are 
examples where AI holds that the state can be held 
accountable If It does not take the basic steps necessary 
to prevent lhe abuses and bring those responsible to 
justice. 

AI and human rights defende" 
One of the most dramatic changes in the 40 years since 
AI was created has been the growth and development of 

human rights groups at the local and national level. 
Their constanl vigilance and dedication are often the 
only defence against injustice and the abuse of power. 

Human rights defenders work to protect the weak 
and hold the powerful to account. For this they are 
often victimized. Some have wdisappeared" after 
making inquiries about the �dlsappeared·. Some have 
been assassinated for protestmgagalnst state Violence. 
Some have been put behind bars for demanding 
prisoners' rights. For AI, supporting and protecting 
human rights defenders at fisk, makmg sure that their 
voices can be heard, is a vital part of its strategy. 

From its incepllon, AI has worked to protect human 
rights defenders through campaigning. government 
lobbymg, urgent actions and so on. AI has also worked 
with other human rights organizations pressing for the 
adoption of a UN declaration on human fights 
defenders and the creation of the UN Special 
Representative on human rights defenders. both of 
which have become a reality after years of hard work. 

The late 1990S saw a real Lncrease in AI's work on 
behalf of, and with. human rights defenders. It began in 
1996 With the internatLonal Conference on the 
Protection of Human Rights Defenders in latin America 
and the Caribbean (the Bogota Conference). held in 
Colombia. This was followed in November 1998 with 
the AII-Mrica Conference on Human Rights Defenders 
held in Johannesburg. South Mrica. and ended with the 
Paris Summit In December 1998 which brought together 
more than 300 defenders from all over the world 

Human rights defenders are playmg an ever more 
crUCial role In the defence of the rights of groups who 
have been margmallzed and Silenced. Without their 
tireless work. those who face diSCrimination and 
human rights abuses would have little or no protection. 

Fragmentation -the challenge for AI 
AI was born at a time of widespread global radicalization 
and drew its strength from people determined to 
express solidanty With the victims of government 
repression. In the 1960s the peoples of Africa were 
struggling to free themselves from colonial domination, 
and people living under authoritarian regimes Ln Spain. 
Portugal or the USSR were fighting to assert their right to 
dissent. AI said, "let opinions flow freel(, and we 
organized to unlock the cells of the dissenters. 

When. in the 1970S and 1980s. military juntas used 
torture to break the oppoSition In Latin America, we 
campaigned to secure an Intematlonal convention 
against torture and to close down the torture 
chambers. When political repression moved out of the 
prisons to the streets In the form of"disappearances� 
and extrajudicial executions. we took on these new 
violations. AI responded to the proliferation of armed 
conflicts in the 1990S by adjusting its mandate to 
address all the combatants, not JUSt governments. 

The challenge facing AI now is to enlarge Its focus 
beyond freedom of opinion to encompass identity­
based abuses. We have to work not only for people who 
are targeted because of what they think, but for those 
who are at risk because of who they are. This is not a 
turn away from our roots: the Universal Declaration of 
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Human Rights was a product of revulsion against the 
Holocaust -and genocide IS the ultimate Identlty­
based human nghts violation. 

This is no easy process. We need new melhods of 
research. We need new campaigning techniques. Above 
all we need to find new ways of building International 
solidanty. I1 has proved In many ways harder to mobilize 
the pubhc around identity-based abuses. For example, 
while the torture of anu-apartheld leaders was the 
subject of worldwide condemnation and popular 
protest, the torture of cnminal suspects in South Africa's 
police stations today barely registers. While many of the 
political dissidents around the world that AI campaigned 
for in the early days were well-connected, middle class 
Intellectuals, the victims of Identity-based abuses are 
often poor and uneducated. Many are unpopular within 
their own countnes. Some people have turned against 
human nghrs orgamzatlons, regarding their work as little 
more than the protection of Criminals. They have 
accepted the kllllOgof young suspects, provided it was 
not their own sons killed by mistake. AI must flOd new 
ways 10 generate compaSSion, solidarity and action. 

3. ASSAULT ON THE NATION STATE 
States are being squeezed between the twin pressures 
of globalization and fragmentation. The nation state 
can neither control global trends, nor easily 
accommodate the demands of different groups living 
Within its borders. Some states have collapsed 
completely under the pressure of competing demands. 
In others, state control over parts of the national 
territory is mlmmal or non-existent. Many states have 
been weakened, and some have lost legitimacy m the 
eyes of those they are supposed to represent. 

Virtually all governments have adopted the rhetonc 
of liberal democracy and of human rights. Few have 
delivered this as a reality. Many states claim they have 
been forced to adopt economic poliCies which 
undermine social, economic and cultural nghts. While 
it is true that no national economy can survive in 
isolation from globalized markets, illS not true that 
national governments are totally lacking in powers to 
defend their people against the arbitrary actions of 
multinational corporations or the pressures of 
intergovernmental financial institutions. There is much 
that governments can and should do 

They can ensure that workers are protected from the 
worst forms of exploitation. They can tackle omcial 
corruption. They can Stop attacking human nghts 
defenders. They can, and must, live up to their human 
rights obligations, national and international. 

How to hold states accountable for their conduct? 
That is the central question that AI tackles on a dally 
basis. The answer IS as varied as the situations we face. 
The traditional techniques of generating publicity and 
appealing directly to the responSible authonties through 
letters, faxes and e-mails are still important. However, 
AI has moved towards a more strategic approach by 
identifYing In each instance who can Innuence those 
with the power to stop abuses, how to mobilize them to 
take action, and what steps need to be taken to prevent 
further human rights violations. Companies and other 
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governments can use their economic and diplomatic 
links to press for Improvements. Non-governmental 
orgamzations, AI members and local human rights 
defenders all have a role to play and all have particular 
strengths to bring to the defence of human fights. 

Sometimes an international campaign mobillZlngas 
many people as possible all around the world is the best 
way to achieve change. In the past 10 years AI members 
have organized worldwide campaigns against human 
rights violations in countries Including China, Saudi 
Arabia, Sudan, Turkey and the USA. These campaigns 
motivated and inspired thousands of people and 
achieved measurable Improvements, from raiSing the 
profile of human rights issues to the introduction of 
legislative safeguards. Lookingback over these 
campaigns, one of the most striking developments is the 
way in which AI hasJomed forces With other human 
rights organizatiOnS, operaung as part of the wider 
human rights network. The strategy for the USA 
campaign, for example, was discussed openly With 
coalitions of US human rights and Civil hberties groups 

IncreaSingly, work to support and strengthen local 
human rights organizations IS an integral part of AI's 
International campaign strategies. One element IS the 
use of high-profile delegations Visiting the country, 
engaging in discussions with local non-governmental 
organizations, confronting government offiCials directly 
and generatmg publicity m the local news media. I 
myself have led more than So such high-level missions 
and they have provided valuable opportunities to speak 
directly to new audiences and to present AI's message in 
our own words. Often we have helped giVe new 
confidence to the local human rights commumty and, by 
making clear what kmd of organization we are, what our 
demands are and how we work, we have given a real 
boost to our own members. Sometimes the tangible 
results have exceeded our expectations. 

To glvejusl one example, In February 2000 lied an AI 
delegation which viSited Nepal at a time of escalating 
violence In the �people's war· between the government 
and the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) Our packed 
schedule included talks With a large number of 
government officials; meetings with human rights 
defenders, refugees and victims; a human rights 
defenders' workshop; a human rights training workshop 
for police officers; and meciJa work. For most of that 
week, we were front page news, We raised our concerns 
about political killings, torture, arbitrary detention and 
an emerging pattern of�disappearances·. The highlight 
of the visit was the release of two �disappeared· 
prisoners-Suresh Ale Magar and Pawan Shrestha­
whose cases the AI delegation had brought to the 
attention of the authorities throughout the week.. 

AI holds states accountable not only for their actions, 
but for their inaction When states pay lip-service to 
women's and children's rights but fall to train their 
police in how to deal with domestic violence and child 
abuse, they have not lived up to their responSibilities 
and therefore share the blame. Similarly AI holds states 
accountable not only for their actions at home, but also 
for the harm they do in other parts of the world. The 
failure to regulate International transfers of arms, 
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secuntyequlpment and expenise used to abuse human 

rights has equIPped torturers, propped up represSive 
r�lmes and fuelled conflicts. 

The horror of cnmes commined in these conflicts has 

finally prompted the international commumty to take 
seriOUS steps lowardsendlng Impunity_ Theattempt to 

bring former Chilean leader AuguslO Pmochet to justice 
In Europe showedjusl how far the world's understanding 

of intemational Justice had come_ Although Auguslo 
Plnochet was eventually allowed to return to Chile, hiS 
arrest In London transformed the human rights 

landscape. The prmclple of universal JUrisdiCtiOn - that 
there can be no hiding place for those who commit 

torture and other terrible crimes -is at the heart of 
international efforts to establish the International 

Criminal Court. P,nochet may have escaped Justice in 

Europe, but he now faces trial In Chile. At long last. 

Regionalization 
Regional groupings of states -such as the European 

Umon, EconomlcCommunlty of West African States 

(ECOWAS), the North AtlanucTreaty Organization 

(NATO) and the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation 

(APEC)-are plaYing an Increasingly prominent role on 

the world stage. Some of these bodies, for example the 

Council of Europe and the Organization of Amencan 

States (OAS), have provided valuable human rights 

machinery. However, too often states have hidden 

behind regional bodies todenect cntiClsm from their 
own actions. In addition, the perception that decislon­

makmg Is moving further and further away from 
orcilnary people has in some instances reinforced a 

reactionary and nationalistic response to human rights 

Initiatives by these bodies. For example, politicians In 

English-speaking Canbbean countries have stoked 

support for the death penalty by arguing. among other 

things, that the OAS was Interfering In Internal affairs 
AI has worked to further its human rights concerns on 

the agendas of these regional bodies. AI's office In 
Brussels seeks to Innuence the evolution of the 

European Union's human rights mandate and to monitor 

Its actions. Most recently AI has focused on issues 
surrounding foreign policy, refugees and asylum, the 

death penalty, torture and the arms trade. ECOWAS, the 
West Afncan regional grouping. has deployed peace­

keeping troops in several countries, AI has lobbied 
ECOWAS, seeking to ensure that its peace-keeping 
troops respect human nghts. In the aftermath of the 

Asian economic cnsls, AI highlighted Its impact on 
freedom of association and expression m APEC member 
states, and urged APEC to guarantee basic human rights 

and labour standards. In 1999 NATO launched a bombing 

campaign against the Federal RepubliC ofVugoslavia, 

with the declared aim of ending human rights Violations 
againSt ethniC Albanians in Kosovo. NATO claimed that 

us air campaign was the �most precise and lowest­
collateral damage air campaign in history", However, 

after careful analysis of a number of incidents in which 

ciVilians were bombed, AI publicly stated ItS belief that 

NATO forces had committed serious violations of the 

laws of war, leading In a number of cases to the unlawful 

killings of CIVilians. AI called for redress for the victims, 
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and reforms to the command structure and decision­

making processes of NATO 

The nation state: the challenge for AI 
The pressures of globalization and fragmentation are 

Indisputable. However, despite the growing powers of 

multinational corporations and internauonal 
InsutUI!Ons, the challenge for AI remains above all to 

hold states accountable. Recentnng the debate to focus 

on the powers and obligations of governments does not 

mean Ignonng the responsibilities of others. It does 

mean insisting that states are bound by International 
human rights law and have no alternative but to uphold 

It. It does mean confronting their cowardice, their cover­

ups and their efforts to shirk their responSibilities. It 

does mean stressmg that they have the power. despite 

external constraInts, todehveron human nghts If they 

have the political Will to do so. In short, we need to brmg 
the state back in. 

When AI calls on states to be strong m defence of 

human rights, it is notcalllng (or the use of repression or 
strong-arm tactiCS. States often claim that they have to 

use force to control the Irretrievable slide mto diVISion 

But the use of violence in the face of Internal dissent and 

fragmentauon is not a sign of strong governance, Strong 
governance depends on transparency, mclusion and 
respect. Governancedoes not mean mere government. 

11 means the framework of rules, Institutions and 

established practices that sel limlts and give incenuves 

for the conduct of mdlvlduals, orgamzations and 

companies, National and global governance have to be 
reinvented With human rights at their core 

In the name ofthe victim 
AI never loses sight of the fact that these pnnclples are 

Important because of their Impact on the real lives and 

personal tragedies of the victims of human rights 

violations. The victim is always at the heart of the battles 
we fight. The first battle is the battle to preserve the 

indIvidual identity of the victim. A victim is not a statistic 

or a sociological category. A Victim is a human bemg. And 
every human being has the right to the elemental human 
dignity of being named, The second battle is the battle 
against forgetung. The suffermgof vicums mUSt be 
acknowledged and given its due Importance. There can 

be no justice while the perpetrators are allowed to 

Ignore or deny what they have done. The third battle IS 

the battle for compassion for all victims of human rights 
violations. Human rights are the birthright of all, not just 

the popular, theanlculateand the well-connected. But 

to build International solidanty on behalf of the socially 
excluded requires new ways of organizing and reaching 

people. It requires a new inclusiveness. 

I am confident that new audiences Will find a home In 
a multifaceted mass human nghts movement, and that 

together we will rise to these challenges. The forces 
ranged agamst us may be formidable. However, the 

outrage at mjustice that led 10 the founding of AI 40 
years agocontmues to msplre and motivate millions of 

people determIned to build a better world. 
Happy anniversary toall AI members,supporters 

and staff, 
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A Peruvian theatre 
group taking part 
in a "Marathon for 
Life, Against 
Torture", partol AI 
Peru's activities for 
the launch 01 AI's 
worldwide 
campaign against 
torture. More than 
2,000 people took 
part, old and 
young, including 
TV personalities 
and members of 
Congress. 

INTROD UCTION 

"When I got out I was amazed to hearthatAmnesty 
International had somehow heard about me and had 
been campaigning for me. For me, Amnesty 
International means a lot. It is because of the people 
who care enough about other people to contribute tothe 
work of Amnesty International that people like me all 
over the world are still alive and are what they are now." 
Sylvestre Gahungu, a SUlVlvor of human nghts VIolations In Burundl, now 

an AI member hVlng In New Zealand 

For the past 40 years AI has fought to defend victims of 
human rights violations. DurlOg that time, Al members 
have steadfastly refused to be daumed by the scale of 
the task. Whether faced with apparemly impregnable 
totahtarlan regimes or the chaos and devastation of 
war, AI members have found ways to campaign on 
behalf of prisoners of conscience and victims of other 
human rights violations, including torture, 
�disappearances�, political killings and executions. 
Since AI's creation In 1961, Ai members have worked on 
more than 45.000 cases. Some of these cases were on 
behalf of indiViduals, others involved whole famihes or 
groups. Since the first urgent action appeal was issued 
in 1973, AI has mltiated some 16,600 urgent appeals on 
behalf of men, women and children in immediate 
danger. In about one third of new urgent action appeal 
cases, AI learns of some improvemem in the situation 
of the person or people named in the appeal. 

During 2000, in addition to ItS continuing work 
monitoring and exposing human nghts violations 
wherever they occur, AI launched a concerted new 
effort to eradicate torture around the world. 

This Amnesty International Report summarizes 
human rights Issues of concern to the organization 
during 2000. The individual entries which make up the 
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bulk of the report look at these concerns within 
mdlvidual countries and territories. This introductory 
chapter alms to highlight major campaigmng imtiatlves 
undertaken by AI members during the year and to 
reflect some of the major human nghts developmems 
worldwide. 

Campaign against torture 
Few people today would defend the use of torture, yet 
every year thousands of people beat, rape and 
electrocute other human beings. AI's renewed 
campaign to eradicate torture, launched In October 
zooo, affirms that torture is always indefensible, and 
that it can be stopped. The message IS not new. 
However, what is new is that more people, In more 
countries, are taktng part in a greater vanety of 
activities to promote this message than ever before 

In Nepal. for example, members organized a 
motorbike rally involvmg more than 80 riders. They set 
out from Kathmandu m two groups - heading for the 
eastern and western extremes of the country. On their 
way the riders went into every police station trying to 
persuade police officers to declare their police stations 
torture free zones and to show their commitment by 
displaying �Torture Free Zone tape�. The day after the 
launch of the anti-torture campaign, 14 of the country's 
IS newspapers carried reports about the campaign, 
many on the front page. As well as Imaginative and 
effective public events, members orgaOlzed a 
workshop for lawyers on the shortcomings of Nepal's 
Torture Compensation Act and partiCipated in human 
rights training for more than 700 police personnel. 

In countries around the world AI members are 
seekmg to reach out beyond AI's traditional partner 
organizations and forge links not only with local human 
rights groups, but also with other organizations willing 
to become involved, such as women's groups and trade 
unions. These new networks are able to draw on 
complementary capacities and expertise to develop a 
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collective strategy (or action, appropnate to their 
specifiC country or locality 

The campaign has local roots. but global reach. On 18 
October the campaign was launched by human rights 
activists not only in London, but also In Beirut. Buenos 
Aires, Nairobi and Tokyo. 'Torture Free Zone tape� was 
wrapped around embassies. police stations and (Quns of 
Justice. In Argentina, speakers at AI's heavily attended 
press conference included lsabel Allende. a Chilean 
Deputy, and ArgentlOlan Deputy Or Alfredo Bravo, a 
survivor of torture adopted by AI as a prisoner of 
conSCience in the 19705. In lebanon, Marcel Khalife, a 
renowned Lebanese singer and poet, and over 100 AI 
members held a press conference at the Press Syndicate 
where solidarity messages from other celebrities were 
read out In Japan the launch press conference was 
attended by torture victims from Tibet, Myanmar, South 
Korea and Indonesia. Yenny Rosa Damayanau, an 
Indonesian human nghtSacUvisl and torture victim, paid 
tribute in front of the Indonesian embassy to those who 
died as a result of torture. In Kenya speakers at the 
launch included Joseph Etima. Uganda's Commissioner 
for Pnsons; ElvisThodi. MalaWI'S Assistant 
Commissioner of Police; and Anisla Achleng. Coordinator 
of Sudanese Women's VOice for Peace and Human Rights. 

The painstaking planning and tireless efforts of 
those mvolved set a new benchmark for the level of 
media coverage and attention that a human nghts 
campaign can and should achieve. 

Campaigning against torture online 
Working to prevent or stop the torture of Individuals at 
risk has always been al the heart of AI's work. The 
methods of the torturers have changed over the 
decades, and so have the methods of the antHorture 
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campaigners. This campaign IS USing the Internet to try 
to extend the protection of International scrutiny to an 
ever greater number of potential victims. The 
www.Stoptorture.org websltehasledto individuals in 
188 countries registering to get involved and add their 
voice to the clamour for Justice and freedom from 
torture. 

One of the first urgent actions posted on this websile 
was on behalf of Trabun Ibrahim Laku, a Sudanese 
asylum-seeker detained In Lebanon. There were fears 
that he and other asylum-seekers were bemg tortured 
to force them to drop their asylum claims. Twelve hours 
into the campaign, 1,)00 people had sent expressions 
of concern for Trabun Ibrahlm Laku from the webslte. 
The Lebanese government asked AI -to please stop the 
e-mail messages which are sull arriving at a rate of 2 
every minute" 

Take a step to stamp out torture 
At the start of the campaign AI published Take a step to 
stamp out torture, drawmg on recent reports of torture 
and ill-treatment from more than 150 countries 
Torture COntmues to be used as an instrument of 
political repression. In many parts of the world, those 
who challenge the prevailing order, whether non­
violently or by taking up arms, are still likely targets of 
IOrture and dl-treatment 

However, AI's global survey into patterns of torture 
revealed that the most common victims of torture and 
ill-treatment are convIcted crimmals and crlmmal 
suspects. In some countnes, beatings of crimmal 
suspeCtS are so routme that they are not recognized as 
torture, even by the victims themselves. Criminal 
suspects often come from the poorest or most 
margmallzed sectors of society. Dlscrimmation against 

Amnesty Intemational Report 2001 

Cambodia: a 
woman looks at 
pictures of people 
tortured by the 
Khmer Rouge in 
the late 1970s. 
This photograph 
appears in a book 
produced by AI 
Italy to promote 
the anti-torture 
campaign. 



Imen Derouiche, a 
former prisoner of 
conscience from 
Tunisia, speaks of 
her experience of 
torture and why 
she is backing AI's 
campaign, Take a 
step to stamp out 
torture. She was 
one of a group of 
students at the 
University of Tunis 
who were held in 
incommunicado 
detention, beaten, 
threatened and 
denied essential 
medical treatment 
in 1998 and 1999. 

such groups often contributes to the lack of action 
against their torture or ill-treatment. 

AI's increased emphasis on working against abuses 
based on Identity-especially women and children - is 
at the heart of the torture campaign. For many people 
torture is what happens to political prisoners under 
brutal dictatorships. This is true. But it Is also what 
happens in liberal democracies. especially to members 
of groups which have been silenced or marginallzed by 
wider social discrimination. The link between 
discrimination against women. children. members of 
ethnic minorities and lesbian. gay, bisexual and 
transgendered people is key to the campaign. 

Children and torture 
"He had a pair of pliers in his hand. He kept asking 
where the mobile [phone) was. I told him I had not 
seen it. .• He got hold of my thumb and placed it 
between the pliers. He pressed it hard and crushed 
my thumb. I do not remember what happened next.· 

ThiS deSCription would be shocking no malter who the 
victim was. What makes It particularly abhorrent is that 
these are the words of a mne-year-old boy tortured by 
police In Bangladesh. 

As part of the anti-torture campaign, AI published a 
report which highlighted the horrific Violence and 
abuse to which children are subjected throughout the 
world. Every daychildren are tortured in police 
stations, by rival armies and in their homes. Most 
chi ldren suHer in silence, theirstones never told, 
their tormentors never called to account. AI's 
campaign seeks to expose the hidden scandal of the 
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torture of children and to end It. (Hidden scandal, 
secret shame- Torture and Ill-treatment of children. 
AI Index, ACT 40/038/2000) 

Women and torture 
"She was crying when she came back. She told us 
she had been raped by three or four soldiers, She 
cried for a long time. She asked why we were lying 
about it because she said she knew it had happened 
to us too." 

A woman from 5uva Reka, lCosoYo, F@deral P.epubhcofYug05liMa, 1999 

The kind of torture that women are subjected to is 
decisively innuenced by their gender. Rape and other 
sexual violence have been InOicted on women In all the 
armed connlcts Investigated by AI in recent years. 

Women in custody have been subjected to many 
forms of torture. Prominent among them is sexual 
violence. Including rape, by police and prison guards. 
Yet In most countries women's greatest risk of Violence 
comes nOt from police officers or soldiers, but from 
people they know. Whatever the sening. whoever the 
perpetrator, most women victims of Violence have to 
contend nOt only with the abuse itself, but also with 
offiCial silence or mdifference. 

Although governments have a dury to prevent, 
investigate and punish abuses against women, In 
reality women often face ,"adequate preventive 
measures, police indifference, a failure to define 
abuses as criminal offences and gender bias 10 the 
court system. In Italy, in February 1999. the Supreme 
Court overturned an appeal court verdict which had 
found a male driVing Instructor guilty of raping his 18-
year-old student. commenting: �It is common 
knowledge ... that jeans cannot even be partly removed 
without the active cooperation of the person wearing 
them ... and it is impossible if the victim IS struggling 
with all her force�. The court concluded that rape was 
not proved and referred the case back for retrial 

As part of the anti-torture campaign, Ai ls seeking to 
hold Slates accountable for all acts of torture, including 
those committed by private individuals. 

Sexual identity and torture 
The torture of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered 
people around the world IS concealed behind a veil of 
secrecy and taboo, It is a worldwide problem-AI has 
documented numerous cases from every continent­
but one that is greatly under-reported. The stigma 
surrounding homosexuality in many cultures means 
that those speaking out are often ignored, further 
marginalized or abused. While some governments seek 
to deny that such torture takes place -or even that 
homosexuals exist in their countries -others openly 
justify it in the name of morality. religion or ideology. 
Either way, the effect IS that torture goes unchallenged. 

Laws crimmalizlng homosexuality not only depnve a 
sector of the population of basic human rights. they 
may also act as a licence to torture or ill-treat. 
However, torture is not limited to countries where 
homosexuality is il legal. Institutionalized prejudiCe 
means that lesbians, bisexuals. gay men and 
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transgendered people who come into Contact with the 
law for other reasons may be targeted for abuse, 10 
particular rape and other sexual violence. Al 
campaigns agamsl laws that cnmlnalize 
homosexuality. As part of this campaign AI is 
highlighting the links between discriminatory laws and 
practices and torture. 

Racism and torture 
The recent resurgence in racist iII�lreatment and 
torture IS nourished by increasingly xenophobic 
responses to immigration, discrimination in the 
cnminaljustlce system, and the proliferation of armed 
conOicts wnh an ethnic dimension 

According to AI's research, many If not most of the 
victims of police brutality m Europe and the USA are 
black or members of other ethnic minorities. In the 
Amencas. torture and Ill-treatment of indigenous 
people, especially in the context of land rights 
disputes, is a conunumg legacy of centuries of 
subJugalion. Rape, mutilation and other torture have 
been used as weapons of war in recent conflicts with 
an ethniC dimension in AfTlca, Asia and Eastern 
Europe. 

The link between racism and torture IS a key theme 
of the anti-torture campaign, and the ZOOI UN World 
Conference on Racism provides a welcome opportunity 
to cast the spotlight on patterns of racist abuse. 

ake a step to stamp out torture 

• Join AI's campaign against torture 
• JOin AI and other local and Intematlonal human rights 

organizations which fight torture 
• Make a donation to support AI's work 
• Tell friends and family about the campaign and ask 

them to join too 
• Registerto take action against torture at 

www,stoptorture.org and campaign online. Visitors to 
the webslle Will be able to appeal on behalfof 
individuals at risk of torture 

Campaign against the death penalty 

"The death penalty is disgusting, particularly if it 
condemns an innocent But it remains an injustice even 
when itfalls on someone who is guilty of a crime." 

GiulianoAmato, Pnme Mlnisteroflta/y, 14 September 2000. 
commentIng on a scheduled execution In Virginia, USA 

A permanent end to all executions in the year 2000-
that was the challenge to governments that went out 
from AI and other abolitionist organizations. It was a 
challenge that was directed to all governments, but 
above all to the handful of states responSible for the 
vast majority of executions -China, Iran, Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia, and the USA- At the end of 2000 more than half 
the countTles 10 the world had abolished the death 
penalty in law or practice. 
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More than three countries a year on average have 
abolished the death penalty for all crimes In the past 
decade. Once abolished, the death penalty Is seldom 
reintroduced. Since 1985, more than 40 countries have 
abolished the death penalty in law or, having 
previously abolished It for ordinary CTlmes, have gone 
on to abolish it for all cTlmes. DUring the same period 
only four abolitionist countries reintroduced the death 
penalty 

In March Malta became the first country to abolish 
the death penalty for all crimes in the new century. 
Cote d'!voire followed In July when a new ConstitutIOn 
which stipulates that Mall penalties resulting In the 
deprivation of human life are prohibited� was adopted 
by referendum. 

In the USA a recent survey has shown a majority in 
favour of a moratorium on executions until a study is 
carried out on the fairness of how the death penalty is 
used. In January. the Governor of IlImois declared a 
moratonum on executions 10 hiS state oWlOg to ItS 
�shameful" record of wrongful convictions in capital 
cases. His deCision fuelled calls for executions to be 

By the end of 2000, 7S countries and territories had 
abolished the death penalty for all crimes. A further 
1 3  countries had abolished it for all but exceptional 
crimes such as wartime crimes. At least 20 countries 
were abolitionist in practice: they had not carried 
out any executions for the past 10 years or more and 
were believed to have an established practice of not 
carrying out executions. 
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An ll -year-old boy 
holds up a sign 
protesting against 
the scheduled 
execution of Bettie 
lou Beets in Texas, 
USA, February 
2000. The 62-year­
old woma n was 
later put to death 
by lethal injection 
for a  murder 
committed in 1 983. 



In 2000 atleast 1.457 people were exe<uted in 28 
countries. At least 3,058 people were sentenced to 
death in 65 countries. These figures indude only 
cases known to AI; the true figures were certainly 
higher. 

The vast majority of executIons worldwide are 
carried out in a tiny handful of countnes. ln 2000. 
88 percent of all known executions took place in 
China, lran, Saudi Arabia and the USA. 
• In China, preliminary figures indicated that at least 

1,000 people were executed. although the true 
number was believed to be much higher. 

• At least 75 executions were carried out In Iran. 
• Eighty-five people were executed In the USA. 
• I" Saudi Arabia, 123 executions were reported, but 

the total may have been much higher. 
• In Iraq. hundreds of executions were reported, but 

many of them may have been extrajudicial 

halted elsewhere in the country. Despite thiS, the death 
penalty continued to be widely used Four juvenile 
offenders were executed: the highest number since 
1993- In Texas alone, 40 people were executed, a record 
In any one year; In December. the 150th prisoner was 
executed under the five-year governorship of George 
W. Bush_ The USA continued to violate international 
standards by USing the death penalty against the 
mentally Impaired, individuals who were under 18 at 
the lime of the Crime, and defendants who received 
Inadequate legal representation. Studies continued to 
show that the death penalty is applied in the USA in an 
arbitrary and unfair manner, prone to bias on grounds 
of race and class 

Although the worldwide abolition of the death 
penalty has come closer over the past four decades, 
much sull remains to be done, especially in the handful 
of countries where judicial killing by the state is most 
entrenched. 

Worldwide actions 
AI members around the world took special action 
during 2000 in response to Situations in a number of 
specific countries where the scale or long-term nature 
of hum an rights abuses were the cause of acute 
concern. This was In addition to their continuing work 
on behalf of indiViduals, and their efforts to persuade 
governments to improve their human rights poliCies 
and practices. 

Sierra Leone 
The Internal armed conflict in Sierra Leone has been 
marked by terrible atrocities against unarmed 
civilians, IOcludmg mutilations and sexual violence. 
ever since Its outbreak in 1991. In early May 2000 there 
was a serious deterioration in the political and 
security situation, precipitated by the capture of some 
500 UN peace-keeping troops by rebel forces of the 
Revolutionary United Front. This crisis showed clearly 
the link between impunity and continued human 
rights abuses- the Lom� peace agreement of 1999 
included a blanket amnesty for crimes committed in 
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the conflict, which provided n o  deterrent to a 
resurgence in the violence. 

Although the captured UN forces were released by 
mid-July 2000, through the mediation of President 
Charles Taylorof Liberia. the Situation remained 
volatile, with shifting alliances and contmUlng 
hostilities between a number of armed forces. large 
parts of the north and east of the country, mcludlng the 
key diamond-producing areas, remained under the 
control of rebel forces, and the illicit trade 10 diamonds 
continued to fmance the provision of arms and 
ammunition to rebel forces. BOlh rebel forces and 
government-allied forces committed abuses 

AI responded to this cnSIS by mobilIZIng ItS 
members worldwide to protest at gross human nghts 
abuses against cIvilians -mcluding killings, mutilation 
and rape - and to call for the protection of refugees 
and Internally displaced people, AI members 
highlighted the widespread use of child soldiers in the 
conflict and the need 10 prevent the illicit trade '" 
diamonds from Sierra Leone belOg used to finance 
arms purchases by rebel forces. AI members around 
the world called on their governments to enforce 
effectively an embargo on arms sales to rebel forces. 
and to ensure that lransfers of arms and services to 
government forces did nOI facilitate human nghts 
violations. 

AI's strategy on Sierra Leone sought to malOtalO 
human rights concerns high on the agenda of 
IOfluential actors. in parllcular the UN Security Council, 
the Economic Community of West African States 

Internally displaced people in Sierra Leone. Thousands 
of people fled to Freetown in May 2000 to escape rebel 
attacks. 
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(ECOWAS) and key governments. AI pressed the UN 
Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) to fulfil its mandate 
to protect civilians, while urging the International 
community to ensure that the UNAMSIL human rights 
section received adequate resources and political 
support. 

AI called for an effective International mechanism 
for investigating human rights abuses and bringing 
perpetrators to Justice. In August 2000 the UN Security 
Council agreed to establish an mdependent Special 
Court for Sierra Leone to try crimes against humanity, 
war Crimes and other seriOUs violations of 
international humanitarian law. AI called for the 
Special Court to have the power to prosecute those 
most responsible for atrOCities throughout the conflict 
and anyone who recruited children under the age of IS 
Into armed forces or groups, whether such recruitment 
was forced or voluntary. lt alsocalled for the Special 
Court to receive adequate and sustained funding and 
for priorny to be given to the speediest poSSible 
reconstruction of the national Judicial system so that it 
can eventually assume responsibility for bnnging to 
justice perpetrators of human rights abuses not tned 
by the Special Court. 

AI also lobbied the International diamond trading 
community, as well as major diamond trading centres, 
to implement UN restrictions on diamonds from Sierra 
Leone. AI addressed meetings of the International 
Diamond Manufacturers ASSOCiation and the World 
Federation of Diamond Bourses in Antwerp. As a result 
of ground-breaking work on diamonds and arms, AI 
was able to Involve liS grassroots members in taking 
action on issues concerning economic relations toa 
greater extent than ever before and to develop 
expertise In sustaining such activities in countries 
around the world. Working together with other non­
governmental organizations, AI had an impact In that 
the industry acknowledged the need for regulation and 
worked towards a tamper-proof certification scheme 
for diamonds from Sierra Leone. 

AI sees Its work with the Sierra Leone human rights 
movement as crUCial. Although Sierra Leonean non­
governmental human nghts organizations have 
consolidated their work by forming a National Forum 
for Human Rights and cooperating with the UNAMSIL 
human nghts section and international human rights 
and humanitarian o�anlzations, they still require 
training and logistlcal support. The partnership 
between AI and the Sierra Leone human rights 
movement was greatly strengthened during 1000 

Israel and the Occupied Territories 
On 29 September, Israeli soldiers shot and killed five 
Palestinians and injured more than lOO others In East 
Jerusalem. The shooting took place after stones were 
thrown over the Western Wall follOWing Friday prayers 
at the al-Aqsa Mosque. Demonstrations which followed 
were in protest at these killings, and became even 
more widespread after teleVision viewers saw the 
prolonged agony ending in the death of a Il-year-old 
boy, Muhammad ai-Dura, shot at Netzanm Junction on 
30 September in the Gaza Strip by Israeli security 
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forces, while his father tried to protect him. I n  the 
following days, demonstrations, which often 
developed Into Violent clashes between Palestinians 
and Israeli security forces, took place- sometimes 
daily-in cities and villages in the West Bankand the 
Gaza Stnp. Demonstrations also took place in 
Palestinian towns and Vil lages Within Israel. In the four 
days that followed more than so Palestinians were 
killed - 13 in Israel and at least 40 In the West Bank and 
Gaza - by soldiers using rubber-coated metal bullets 
and live ammunllion, including high-velocity bullets. 

By the end of 2000, Israeli security forces had killed 
at least 300 and wounded more than 10,000 
Palestinians, many of whom were children under 18. 
The Israel Alrforce and the navy used heavy weaponry, 
including helicopter gunships, tanks and naval vessels, 
to shell randomly Palestinian areas from where armed 
Palestinians had opened fire. Armed Palestinians, 
including paramilitary groups linked to the Palestine 
liberation Organization (PLO) and 0pposillon groups 
such as Islamlcjihad, carried out attacks, killing [6 
Israeli Civilians. 

AI's overriding concern was the exceSS1ve use of 
lethal force by the Israeli security forces. AI members 
around the world called for the kil lings to stop. They 
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A Palestinian 
schoolboy face to 
face with a n Israel i 
soldier. In the last 
three months of 
2000, Israeli 
security services 
killed at least 300 
Palestinians, many 
of whom were 
children. AI used 
this photograph 
on a poster with 
the slogan "Stop 
the Killing". 



AI members in 
Washington DC, 
USA, protest 
against human 
rights abuses in 
Saudi Arabia, 
September 2000. 
Human rights 
activists all over 
the world took 
part in AI's 
campaign, End 
Secrecy, End 
Suffering in Saudi 
Arabia. 

demanded that killings, on both sides, be investigated 
By the end of the year, not a single killing had been 
properly mvestigated and few autopsies had been 
conducted by elther side to determine how individuals 
had been killed. 

AI publicly called for the immediate suspension of all 
transfers of attack helicopters from the USA to Israel. 
including a pending upgrade of Apache helicopter 
gunships. 

AI reiterated its urgent call for an independent 
international Investigation by the UN into serious 
human rights abuses In Israel and the Occupied 
Termorles, including the areas under theJurisdiction 
of the Palestmian Authority, In October, a special 
session of the UN CommisSion on Human Rights set up a 
Commission of Inquiry Into the violations of human 
rights m Israel and the Occupied Territories. AI asked 
that it cooperate wllh all other ongomg invesugations, 
that it be given access to all persons, documents and 
places and that it report publicly. 

A key focus of the action was to generate the 
maximum impact through public events, as well as 
more tradiuonal lobbying and letter-wmmg activities 
aimed at those with the power to innuence the 
situation. AI members faced particular challenges in 
addressing the human rights crisis in Israel and the 
Occupied Territories. In a situauon where inaccurate 
information and dlsinformation were common 
currency, AI's sustained presence and accurate 
reporting from the field were crucial to the 
effectiveness of our campaigning, as was our work 
together with Israeli and Palesunian non­
governmental organizations. 
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Saudi Arabia 
AI's campaign on human rights violations in Saudi 
Arabia was launched in March with the slogan -End 
Secrecy, End Surrerlnf. The launch report, A Secrer 
SrateofSu{fermg(Al lndex: MDE 2]/001/2000), 
highlighted the secrecy and fear permeating every 
aspect of the criminal Justice system m Saudi Arabia 
ThiS secrecy faCilitates human rights violations 
including arbitrary arrest and Indefinite detention, the 
imprisonment of pnsoners of conscience, torture, 
secret and summary trials, cruel judicial punishments 
and executions, AI's campaign also drew attention to 
the fact that responsibility for human rights violations 
In Saudi Arabia lies not just with the government but 
also with the international community, which has 
largely been reluctant to speak out against human 
rights violations in the country. 

The campaign provoked unprecedented debate 
within Saudi Arabia about fundamental human rights, A 
number of Saudi Arabian newspapers reported AI's 
arguments and the reaction of the authorities 
Newspapers carried articles about the criminal justice 
system and other human rights Issues. live debates and 
interviews on human rights in Saudi Arabia were 
broadcast by TV and radiO stations to viewers and 
listeners throughout the Middle East. 

In an unprecedented move, the Saudi Arabian 
government publicly stated its belief in the universality 
and indivisibility of human rights and announced 
measures to promote and protect such rights. During 
the Marchl April 2000 session of the UN Commission on 
Human Rights, Saudi Arabia's Deputy Foreign Minister 
stated that -. ,  .human rights are a non· negotiable 
objective for the achievement of which we must all 
strive together�, and that Saudi Arabia was committed 
to � .. .  the protection and promotion of human rights 
through carefully studied measures within the context 
or a comprehensive human rights strategy. � In 
September, days before Al  launched Its report Saudi 
Arabia: Gross human rights abuses against women (AI 
Index: MDE 2]/05712000), Saudi Arabia acceded to the 
UN Women's Convention. 

AI's campaign has been successful in draWing 
attention to the grave human rights Violations which 
have perSisted for so long In the country. It has broken 
through the wall of secrecy; the challenge now IS to end 
the suffering. 

Impunity 
Impunity-the failure to bring to Justice those 
responsible for human rights violatlons- feeds the 
cycle of violence, encourages rurther abuses and 
denies the victims justice. Tackling impunity is a vital 
step In bUilding a vigilant society where human rights 
are respected and protected, where routine abUSive 
practices cannot persist and where Isolated cases, 
should they occur, are dealt with prOmptly and 
effectively. 

AI. therefore, opposes any measures which grant 
amnesties to perpetrators or human rights crimes 
before the truth has been established. The railure to 
acknowledge the truth prolongs the orlgmal harm by 
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seeking t o  deny that I t  ever look place- a further 
affront to the dignity and humanity or the victim 

States have a duty to Investigate human rights 
violations, to Identify those responsible, to Impose the 
appropnate penalties and to ensure the victim receives 
adequate reparauon. Yet in countries all around the 
world, eVidence is concealed, invesugatlons are mept 
or corrupt, and the system conspires to protect the 
perpetrators rather than the victims. 

States also have responsibilities that extend beyond 
their borders. According to the pnnclple of universal 
jUrisdiction, states should brmg to Justice those 
presumed responsible forcnmes against humanity. war 
crimes and genocide. regardless of where the crimes 
were committed, the nationality of the person 
responsible. or the nationality of the victim. All states 
are obliged to cooperate In this process 

Augusto Pinochet 
The case of the former Chilean mil itary leader. 
AuguSto Plnochet, continued [0 attract Immense 
Internauonal lnterest. both because It broke new 
ground In the practical appliCation of the principle of 
universal jUrisdiction and because the scale and 
ferOCity of the repression in Chile after the 1973 

military coup reverberated throughout the world 
This case continued to have an unprecedented ImpacI 
In terms of spreading awareness of universal 
JUriSdiction and sending a clear message of warning 

A Chinese police officer about to arrest a followerof 
the spiritual group Fa/un Gong in Tiananmen Square, 
Beijing, April 2000. Many thousands of Fa/un Gong 
adherents were held in detention during 2000. 
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to perpetrators of gross human rights abuses in all 
parts of the world. 

Developments in the case in 2000 highlighted some 
of the limitations and the possibilities of umversal 
Jurisdiction In the struggle against Impunity. 

Despite criminal investigations or proceedings against 
him In Spain, the Umted Kingdom. BelgIUm. France. 
SWitzerland and the USA. Augus(o Pinochet was al10wed 
to return home in March on grounds of ill health. By 
then. however. the publicity surrounding hiS arrest had 
punctured his apparent invincibility and given renewed 
impetus 10 the calls for justice within Chile Itself. 

In June. the Santiago Appeals Court ruled that 
Augusto Plnochet's parliamentary Immunity should be 
lifted. In December. Judge Juan Guzman ordered that 
AuguStO Pinochet be placed under house arrest as 
author of the kidnappingand/or murder of 75 people 
dUring an October 1973 mil itary operation known as the 
"Caravan of Death" rCaravana de /a Muerte") 
Subsequently. the Supreme Court overturned the 
order. ruling that the Judge had failed to interrogate 
Augusto Plnochet before issuing the order. and that 
mental and physical tests should be carried out to 
determine his fitness to stand trial before the 
interrogation could take place. At the end of 2000 
Augusto Pinoche['s name appeared in 202 lawsuits 
which were pending before Chilean courts In 
connection with human rights Violations committed 
under his military government 

Hissein Habre 
The case of Hisseln Habre. former president of Chad, 
demonstrates that at both the national and 
international levels, overcoming Impunity requires 
political will on the part of the authorities. Although 
Senegal had ratified the UN Convention against Torture, 
it had failed to incorporateall of its prov1sions into 
national legislation. In particular. theauthonties failed 
to Incorporate the provision which would explicitly 
allow Senegalese courts to try a foreign national for acts 
of torture committed abroad. In July. the Senegalese 
court inveSl1galing charges of complicity In acts of 
torture agamst Hissein Habre dismissed the charges on 
the grounds thal it could not prosecute crimes 
committed in Chad. An appeal against this verdict was 
pending at the end of the year. 

Hlssein Habre had been indicted following a criminal 
complaint filed In January by Chadian victims and a 
coalllion of non-governmental organlzat10ns. The legal 
action accused Hissein Habre of crimes against 
humanity and acts of torture. The lesser charge of 
complicity in acts of torture was retained by the 
Invest igating judge and Hlssein Habre was placed 
under house arrest wh11e investigations into the 
charges agamst him began. However. the defence 
lodged a motion to dismiSS the case on the grounds that 
Senegal has no jurisdiction over crimes committed in 
Chad and that the prosecution is barred by the lo-year 
statute of llmitauons. 

No one has been brought 10 justice in Chad for their 
part in the abuses committed under the former 
government of Hissein Habrc. 
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A student in Aceh, 
Indonesia, tries to 
push back riot 
police during 
clashes between 
protesters and the 
security forces in 
March 1999. Police 
and military 
operations against 
separatist rebels 
continued 
throughout 2000. 
Hundreds of 
people were 
extrajudicially 
executed. Some 
were tortured 
before being killed. 
Manyofthe 
victims were 
ordinary civilians, 
including aid 
workers, human 
rights defenders 
and political 
activists. 

No justice, no peace 
In Algeria, more than 100,000 people have been killed 
by the security forces. state armed militias and armed 
groups since the current conflict began 10 1992. 
Thousands �disappeared� after being seized by the 
security forces, Despite the scale of thiS long-drawn­
out tragedy, there have been no independent, impartial 
investigations. Theauthorlties have stated that they 
want to close this sad chapter in Algeria's history, but 
are seeking to do so by granting immunity to those who 
may have committed gross human rights crimes. The 
immunity from prosecution previously enjoyed by 
members of the security forces and their allied militias 
has been extended to members of armed opposition 
groups. Meanwhile, the violence continues, albeit at a 
much reduced level; smce early 1999 about 200 people 
have been killed every month 

In the year after the IndoneSian security forces and 
all ied militias unleashed a wave of violence against the 
people of East Timor which shocked the international 
commumty into taking action, Indonesia contmued its 
path towards democratic reform. Addressing and 
makmg amends for Its repressive past and establishing 
accountability before the law are important elements 
of this process. Credible prosecutions for past human 
rights violations in Indonesia are a crucial test of the 
government's commitment to reform. However, 
political resistance and the weakness of legal and 
judicial institutions contmued to be an obstacle to 
successful investigations and trials of perpetrators of 
human fights violations 

New legislation was introduced providing for the 
establishment of human rights courts to Iry gross 
violations of human rights. It was expected that those 
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suspected of committing crimes, Includmg Cflmes 
against humanity, In East Timor in 1999 would be 
brought to trial under this legislation. However, 
progress in these cases was slow. Although the 
Indonesian authOrities completed investigations Into 
five cases in October, no human rights court had been 
established by the end of 2000 to hear the cases. There 
were also fears that a constitutional amendment 
adopted in August which bans the retroactive 
application of legislation might be used to try to 
prevent suspected perpetrators of human fights 
violations from being brought to justice under the 
new legislation. 

Mothers' groups protest against violence, militarism 
and human rights violations, September 1999, 
Jakarta, Indonesia. During 2000 there was a marked 
deterioration in the human rights situation in parts of 
Indonesia, including Aceh and Papua. 

. 

I 
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Invesugatlons Into events In East Timor dunng 1999 
were also earned out by the UN Transitional 
Administration 10 East Timor (UNTAET), but progress 
was also slow Indictments were served. but tnals had 
not begun by Iheend o(the year. In the meantime, 
hundreds of extrajudicial killings and incidents of 
torture, Including rape. committed by the Indonesian 
secUrity forces and their allied militias were not even 
investigated 

In Aceh, Indonesia. one civilian and 24 members of 
the mil itary were found guilty In April ofkillinga 
Muslim clenc and over 50 of his followers. However, 
the trial. which took place in ajolnt civilian-military 
tnbunal. fell short of international standards for fair 
trial, Other scheduled trials In Aceh failed to take place 
and the climate of Impunity shielded the perpetrators 
of human nghts abuses In Aceh and Papua where 
repression of pro·mdependence supporters mtensified 

Women's march for peace, Harare, Zimbabwe, May 2000. 
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In Zimbabwe. widespread state-sponsored violence 
started In March and persisted throughout the year. 
particularly during the months leading up to the June 
parliamentary elections. The governing Zimbabwe 
African National Unlon-Patnotlc Front (ZANU-PF) 
party used genume gnevances over land distribution 
and racial inequalities to foment violence, including 
killings and torture. These politically motivated 
violations of human rights and the complete lack of 
accountability of those responsible took place against 
a background of decades of Impunity. 

SeriOus violations and abuses of human rights 
dUring the war of independence (1972 to 1980), 
especially by the government led by lan Smith. were 
covered up by the blanket amnesty that accompanied 
independence. Zimbabwe was soon after gnpped by a 
new wave of violence as opera lions by the Zimbabwe 
Nallonal Army 5th Bngade in Matabeleland resulted m 
thousands of executIOns, �dlsappearances� and 
torture. These atrocities were themselves subject to 
an amnesty in 1988. 

ThiS same pattern of impunity was repeated In 
October 2000 when President Robert Mugabe issued a 
clemency order grantmg a blanket amnesty for all 
those suspected of politically motivated cnmes 
commmed between 1 January 2000 and)1 July 2000. 
Although the order made exceptions for some grave 
crimes. the amnesty protects many perpetrators of 
grave human nghts abuses including those responsible 
for torture and I ll-treatment 

In the aftermath of NATO's bombmg campaign from 
late March to early June 1999. reports of human rights 
violations in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia agamst 
oPPOSition activists. non-governmental organizatIOns 
and Independent journalists increased in frequency 
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An opposition 
supporter lights a 
torch during a rally 
outside the federal 
parliament 
building in 
Belgrade, Federal 
Republic of 
Yugoslavia, 6 
October 2000. One 
day earlier, some 
protesters had 
stormed the 
building as part of 
a popular revolt 
against President 
Slobodan 
Milo�evit, 
demanding that he 
step down in 
favourofVojislav 
KOStunica who had 
won the elections. 



A "regroupment" 
camp in Burundi, 
February 2000. In 
September 1999, 
the government 
of Burundi forced 
more than 
290,000 mainly 
Hutu civilians to 
leave their homes 
and enter 
"regroupment" 
camps. Conditions 
in the camps were 
appalling. 
Following 
international 
condemnation, 
the camps were 
closed by 
September 2000, 
but no provision 
Was made for 
people returning 
to their homes, 
many of which 
had been 
destroyed. 

and severity. In October 2000. however. the Federal 
preSidential and parliamentary elections. 
accompanied by mass public protests. brought about 
the fall ofSlobodan MlioseviC and a sigmficant 
decrease in the incidence and range of human rrghts 
violatlons_ By the end of the year. the new government 
ofVoJlslav Kostunica had failed to cooperate with the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia by arresting and transferring indicted 
suspects. including Slobodan Mllosevic. to the custody 
of the Tribunal 

In Kosovo delays in establishing a functiOning police 
force and a multl·ethnic. independent and impartial 
judiciary enabled widespread human rights abuses. 
particularly against members of minOrity commumties, 
to be commuted with virtual impunity. Early in the 
year, members of the judiciary were subjected to 
threats and intimidation. while delays 10 the 
establishment of a functiOning judiciary led to suspects 
being held in pre-trlal detention for periods exceeding 
internallonal standards. Other concerns were also 
expressed about human rights violatiOns perpetrated 
by the international communlty- including KFOR 
(Kosovo Force) and the international police-and 
about the failure of the UN Intenm Mission in Kosovo 
(UNMIK) to protect and promote human rights. 

In Colombia the long-running connlct between 
government forces, illegal paramilitary groups whIch 
have the tacit and active support of Important sectors 
of the armed forces, and armed opposition groups, 
continued to escalate. The conflict has been 
characterized by a blatant disregard for human rights 
and international humanitarian law. At least 4.000 
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people were killed In pohtlcal violence In 2000 alone 
Hundreds of thousands of CIVIlians, mostly poor 
peasant farmers from remote rural areas, have been 
forced to nee their homes. 

In July US PreSident Bill Clinton signed a law granting 
US$I.3 billion In aid to Colombia, thebulkofn for the 
Colombian mllltary_ According to US law, cenaln 
human rights conditions have to be met before military 
assistance can be given to Colombia, such as civilian 
trials for armed forces personnel accused of gross 
human rights violations. AI. together with two US· 
based non·governmental organizations, presented 
eVidence that these conditions had not been met. 
President Clinton responded by waiving the human 
rights conditions on grounds of US national security 
interests. 

One of the cornerstones of impunity In Colombia. 
and Indeed elsewhere, IS the failure to try military 
personnel before Civilian courts_ Even Colombian 
military officers have admitted that military tribunals 
are unfair, cover up crimes and shield high-ranking 
officers. Many cases never even reach the courts; 
hundreds of outstanding arrest warrants for known 
paramilitaries have never been carried out. Known 
killers contmue to wark the streets freely in Colombia. 

It can sometimes take many years for the truth about 
human rights violations toemerge or to be publicly 
acknowledged. In France. two army generals admitted 
their direct IOvolvement In torture and extrajudiCIal 
executions during the Algerian war of independence 
(1954 to 1962). Their admiSSion followed growmg public 
pressure on the authorities to acknowledge and 
condemn torture dUring the war. There were also 
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moves to make the Paris police grant access to Its 
archives on the October 1961 massacre of Algerians by 
police officers dUring a peaceful demonstration In 
Paris. Disagreement persisted about the number of 
demonstrators killed, figures varymg between 32 and 
200. In November AI  called for those responSible for 
war crimes and crimes against humamty during the war 
to be brought to Justice. In AI's view the lack of polltleal 
will by successIve French governments to confront this 
issue had helped to present tonure, summary 
executions and �disappearances- as a "necessary evW 

Hidden victims 
In 2000, as 10 other years. while some human rights 
tragedies captured the public imagination and 
generated anger and action, many others went 
vIrtually unnoticed. 

In Burundi the civilian population paid the price of 
the civil war which continued despite the signing of a 
peace agreement In August. Hundreds of civilians 
were killed In cold blood by government armed forces 
and armed opposition groups. In China there was no 
sign of any relaxation of the 1999 crack-down on 
fundamental freedoms. Thousands of people were 
arbitrarily detained for peacefully exerciSing their 
rights to freedom of expression, aSSOciation or 
religion Torture and Ill-treatment of prisoners 
continued to be Widespread and thousands of people 
were sentenced to death. In the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo the continuing armed conflict was used 
as a pretext to Justify Widespread repreSSion of 
peaceful dissent, as the government and armed 
Opposition used imprisonment and torture to silence 
their CntICS. In Iraq, air strikes by US and UK forces 
Continued, resulting In further civilian deaths. 
According to Iraqi government figures around ]00 

people have been killed since the air strikes began in 
December 1998. In Russia, the fading of international 
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attention on the conflict in Chechnya did not mean 
that human rights violations in the conflict had 
decreased, just that they could be committed without 
even the most minimal level of international scrutmy 

For 40 years AI members have struggled to give a 
voice to the forgotten prisoner, to shine a light on the 
secret world of the torturer. and to give a name to the 
anonymous vlcum. This struggle goes on. While the 
challenges we face are greater than ever, so are the 
forces marshalled in support of human rights. The 
international human rights movement, of which AI is 
proud to be a part, Is growing. diversifying and gaining 
strength. We urge you to join it. 

AmMlity Inumational �port 2001 

A Chechen boy 
looks from a tent 
window in the 
Sputnik refugee 
camp in Ingushetia, 
October 2000. The 
conflict in 
Chechnya caused 
mass displacement 
Russian forces were 
responsible for 
gross human rights 
violations against 
Chechen civilians. 
Thousands were 
killed in 
indiscriminate 
attacks and there 
were widespread 
reports of torture, 
incommunicado 
detention, and 
summary 
executions. 
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AFG H ANISTAN 

TALEBA.'S ISLAMIC EMIRATE OF AFGHANISTAN, 
headed by Muliah Mohammad Omar, recognized as a 
government by three countries 
ANTJ-TAlEBAN AlliANCE'S ISLAMIC STATE OF 
AFGHANISTAN, 
headed by Burhanuddin Rabbanl, recognized as a 
government by other governments and the UN 
Capital: Kabul 
Population: 23.7 million 
Official languages: Dari, Pushtu 
Death penalty: retentionist 

Human rights abuses, including arbitrary detention 
and torture, continued to be reported in the context 
of the ongoing conflict between warring factions. 
The Taleban continued to impose harsh restrictions 
on personal conduct and behaviour as a means of 
enforcing their particular interpretation of Islamic 
law. Fighting in the northern provinces intensified 
during the second half of the year as the Taloban and 
antj-Taleban forces fought for control of territory. 
Forced displacement of the civilian population was 
used by the Talobanto gain control ofterritory in 
areas north of Kabul, creating a severe humanitarian 
crisis. 

Background 
War and drought resulted In a seriOUS threat to the food 
supply In many areas. A peaceful resolution to the 
armed conflict remained a remote prospect; UN efforts 
to brmg the warnng factions to the negotlatmg table 
were again unsuccessful. Other peace efforts, including 
an initiative by the former Afghan king, Zahir Shah, to 
establish a government representative of all ethnic 
groups and factions through a traditional Loya}irga 
(Grand Assembly), did not receive support from the 
Ta/eOOn. 

The TaleOOn contmued to assert that It represented 
Ihe majority of people in the country, despite Ihe 
absence of any Independently verifiable eVidence to 
support this claim. As m prevIous years, the civilian 
population was denied the opportunity to formally 
express ItS wishes regarding the kind of government it 
wanted. 

In December the UN Security Council Imposed new 
sanctions, staung that unless the Ta/eban �cease the 
provision of sanctuary and training for international 
terrorists and their organizations ...  turn over Osama 
bin Laden toappropnate authorities in a country where 
he has been indicted, or to appropriate authorities in a 
country where he will be returned to such a country. or 
to appropriate authorities in a country where he will be 
arrested and effectively brought to justice .. .  act swiftly 
to close all camps where terrorists are trained within 
the territory under its contror, all states would prevent 
the sale and transfer of military supplies, Including 
technical advice, assistance, or training, to areas of 
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Afghanistan under Ta/eOOn control, and close Ta/eban 
offices and deny Talebanofficlals entry in their 
territory. 

Forced displacement 
More than 70,000 people were reported to have ned 
intenSified fighting in the northern province of Takhar 
to the neighbouring province of Badakhshan_ Tens of 
thousands more were reported to have ned not only 
droughr·stricken rural areas but also a deteriorating 
secUrity situation in the northern and central regions of 
the country. The International Committee of the Red 
Cross (lCRC) warned of health risks and lack of 
preparation for the winter months and nutritional 
surveys by the relief organization M&Jecins sans 
Frontieresshowed a substantial increase in levels of 
malnutrition in the northern region 

The bulk of this massive displacement was a direct 
consequence of the pressure exerted by Ta/eOOnguards 
on the local population to flee their homes. The Ta/eOOn 
Initially denied that mass displacement had taken 
place, but later reportedly critiCized the UN and other 
aid agencies for not providing food and shelter to the 
displaced people. 
e:9 On 11 September, after Ta/eban forces reportedly 
declared Taliqan town and Its surroundmg villages 
military zones, some 18,000 people living In the villages 
of Ganj Ali Beg, Sarai Sang. Khatayan, Oazaq, Ahan 
Dara, and Shurab were forced to abandon their homes 
In search of safety. 

Refugees 
DUring the year Iran, Pakistan and Tajlklstan closed 
their borders to tens of thousands of Afghan refugees 
neeing the war and the drought. 

In May, the Iranian parltament voted to close, in 
principle, Iran's border with Afghanistan, supposedly 
to prevent drug smugghng. The Tajik government 
closed its border with Afghanistan In mld·September, 
preventing tens of thousands of Afghans fleeing the 
fighting from entering Tajikistan. Pakistan closed Its 
North West Frontier Province and Balochistan border 
to Afghan refugees without valid travel documents in 
early November while Talebanguards stopped Afghan 
refugees at checkpoints on the road from jalalabad to 
the Torkham border crOSSing with Pakistan, reportedly 
beating many of them. Restrictions were particularly 
applied to family groups including women. 

From April onwards, Iran repatriated tens of 
thousands of Afghan refugees under a program jointly 
implemented with the UN High CommiSSioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). However, aid workers monltormg 
the repatriation process said many refugees cited 
pressure from the Iran government as their reason for 
returning to Afghanistan. In December, M&Jecinssans 
Fronriereswithdrew from the repatriation program on 
the grounds that the safety and well-being of Afghan 
refugees who were returned could not be guaranteed. 

Women 
Despite statements by some Talebanofficials that the 
ban on women's right to education, employment and 
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freedom of movement would be lifted. these 
restrictions remained In force. The ban on women's 
right to employment was reinforced when thousands of 
female employees and teachers. who had already been 
slopped from working under TaJebanedlcts and whose 
salaries had been SlOPped, were laid off in April. In July, 
the Talebanstopped Afghan women, including those 
employed at bakeries in Kabul. from working for 
foreign aid groups, aCCUSing the UN and non­
governmental organizations of undermining the ban on 
women's employment. They wllhdrew the ban on 
employment of women in bakeries In August follOWing 
pressure from UN agencies and the prospect of mass 
protests in Kabul 
a Mary MacMakm. an aid worker from the USA and 
director of the non-governmental organization 
PhYSiotherapy and Rehabilitation Support for 
Afghanistan, was arrested with seven Afghan women 
colleagues on 9July In an attempt by the Ta/eban to 
impose the ban on women's employment. The women 
were released after several days followmg 
international expressions of concern about their 
situation. 

The ban on women's freedom of movement 
continued to be enforced 
a On 19 October, a Taleban-controlled radio station 
in Malar-e Shanf, reported: "Thanks to an inspection 
carried out by senior officials from the Department for 
the Promouon ofVlrtueand Prevention of Vice in 
(northernl 8alkh Province, 12 taxIS which were 
transporting women Without male relatives have been 
idenufied and the taxIs confiSCated for three days in 
accordance With the promotion of virtue and 
prevention of vice. Therefore, all taxi drivers are 
warned to seriously Isld aVOid taking and transporting 
women Without male relatives.� 

Young women living In areas captured by the 
Ta/eban 10 the north of the country were reportedly 
abducted by guards and taken against their will as 
�wives� for Ta/eban commanders. Family members 
were not mformed of the whereabouts of these 
women. In some cases, the women sent smuggled 
messages to their relatives telling them where they 
were being held 

, .  

Thousands of people were believed to be held without 
charge or trial. The majority were reportedly members 
of ethmc minority groups held on suspicion of 
supporting the anti-Ta/ebanalliance. 

Accordmg to reports, a Ta/eban offiCial seeking to 
investigate reports of torture and ill-treatment of 
pnsoners noted In September that hundreds of 
prisoners who said that they had been tortured or 
ill-treated had been held for prolonged periods by 
the /stakhbarat, the Ta/eban's intel ligence 
department, without charge or any legal record of 
their detenlion, The Talebanofficlal reportedly 
reSigned from his post after he complained to the 
Ta/eban authorities about the conditions of 
detention of these prisoners. No aCllon was taken to 
Improve conditions. 
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Unfair trials, cruel punishments and the death 
penalty 
Ta/eban Shari'a courts, whose procedures fall short of 
international fair trial standards, continued 10 impose 
cruel. Inhuman or degrading punishments. AI least 15 
people were executed in public during 2000. At least 
one woman was stoned to death, There were at least 
five amputations, and over a dOlen floggmgs. 

Abuses by other groups 
Abuses by forces opposed 10 the Ta/ebancontinued to 
be reported. 
a On 6 December, the Afghan anti-TaJebanalliance, 
the United Front. executed six people in the 
opposition-held stronghold of PanJshir. They had been 
conVicted, after an apparently unfair trial, of killing a 
senior OPPOSition commander from eastern laghman 
proviOce. 

ALBANIA 

REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA 
Head of state: Rexhep Meidani 
Head of government: Ihr Meta 
Capital: Tirana 

Population: 3.1 million 
Official languages:Albanlan 
Death penalty: abolitiOnist for ordinary crimes only 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Protocol No. 6 to 
the European Convention on Human Rights concerning 
the abolition o!the death penalty 

Scores of people were ill-treated and tortured by 
police. Some were severely injured. Victims of police 
i ll-treatment included both criminal suspects and 
opposition supporters. Several journalists were 
detained and beaten by police. More than 1,000 
opposition supporters were arrested and detained in 
November and December in connection with 
sometimes violent protest demonstrations. Most 
were released within 24 hours, but between 1 0  and 
20 were detained in custody for several weeks under 
investigation, and a few were still under house arrest 
at the end of 2000. Some were possible prisoners of 
conscience. 

Background 
The Socialist Party (SP) government, elected to power 
in 1997 following a widespread breakdown in law and 
order, had not fully established law and order In all 
parts of the country. Organized crime gangs, linked to 
smuggling and trafficking In drugs, would-be 
Immigrants to Western Europe and women, continued 
to be powerful. In October municipal elections took 
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place which were won by the SP The OrganizatiOn for 
Secunty and Co-operation In Europe (OSCE) momtored 
the elections and concluded that despite Irregularities 
and some incidents of Intimidation they were 
generally valid Opposition parties. In particular the 
Democratic Party (DP). the former ruling party and 
main opposition party. complained that the elections 
were ngged. From November the DP held dally 
protests. and there were a number of incidents in 
which demonstrators attacked government buildings 
and police. More than 1,000 OppoSition supporters 
were arrested. and political tensions Increased. At the 
end of November a DP demonstration In the northern 
town of Bajram Curri ended in clashes between police 
and armed men, in which one man died and others 
were wounded. 

Most Incidents of torture and Ill-treatment took place 
In police stations following arrest. 
Cl In September police in Elbasan arrested Nairn 
Pulaku on suspicion of stealmg car tyres and beat him 
so brutally that he had to be admitted to hospital for 
surgery 10 his damaged sexual organs. The press 
reported at least eight such incidents of torture and 111-

treatment by police in Etbasan, and lawyers and human 
rights activists protested about these and other Similar 
cases which had taken place In the same town in 1999, 
several of which were alleged to have resulted in the 
victim's death Five inCidents of al leged ill-treatment by 
police were under investigation In Tirana because 
prosecutors in Elbasan were reportedly intimidated by 
police and reluctant to Investigate such cases. 
et In November police in Vlora arrested Ferit Cepi, 
who suffers from hearing and speech defects. 
suspecting (wrongly) that he had stolen some money. 
They tortured him so badly that he lost his sight in one 
eye. 
Ill-treatment of demonstrators 
There were a number of reports that police had 111-
treated DP demonstrators who were detained in 
November on suspicion of organiZIng protest 
demonstrations which did not have official 
authOrization, or of throwing stones or other Violent 
acts 
a Besnlk Papa, who had shouted slogans over a 
megaphone. was arrested In Tirana and beaten so 
severely that he reqUired hospital treatment for broken 
teeth. injuries to hiS jaw and severe bruismg 
I ll-treatment of minors 
The Ill-treatment of minors detained by police was 
reported to be common. 
a In July a police officer in Saranda beat and burned 
With a cigarette a lo-year-old orphan boy, Ergest Shele. 
whom he wrongly suspected of stealing a bag. The 
officer was subsequently dismissed from his post. 
a At least 20 minors detained during demonstrations 
In Tlrana in November were reportedly Ill-treated at 
police stations. Three of them. when brought to court 
on 13 November, claimed that police had ill-treated 
them In order to force them to name the people who 
had allegedly incited them to throw stones 
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I ll-treatment of jou rna lists 
There were several incidents In which opposition 
Journalists were ill-treated by police. 
B In June, Flamur Hasbegu , a cameraman for ATNI, a 
private television company controlled by the DP. was 
filming In Serat where police had evicted the local DP 
branch from disputed premises. Police officers dragged 
him into the police station and kicked and punched 
him. mjurmg hiS right arm. 

Impunity 
In February Albania's first Ombudsman was appomted 
and he was reported to have intervened in some cases 
involVing police ill-treatment. A number of police 
officers alleged to have tortured or ill-treated 
detainees were dismissed or suspended from their 
dUlles. but police officers were very rarely brought to 
justice for torture or i ll-treatment. 
a In July the Court or Appeal in Tirana sentenced 
three police officers to two years' suspension from 
their duties and a suspended prison sentence of 18 
months for ill-treating and injUring Rushit Korteshi, a 
Rom, in August 1999. However. several weeks later thiS 
sentence had still not been carned out and the officers 
contmued to persecute him. 

Detention of political opponents 
Over 1,000 opposition supporters were arrested in 
Novemberdurlng demonstrations led by the DP which 
claimed the October municipal elections had been 
rigged. Most detainees were released within 24 hours, 
but between 10 and 20 were detained In custody for up 
to several weeks under investigation on charges of 
damagmg public property or of organizing illegal 
demonstrations. A few were still under arrest at the end 
of 2000. Some were poSSible prisoners of conscience. 
B Among those arrested was Edi Paloka, ajournaJlst 
and spokesman for the DP. He was detained on 29 
November and held for nine days on charges of 
organizing and taking part m illegal demonstrations, 
and offering violent resistance to police. He was 
released pending trial. 

Death penalty 
In December 1999 the Constitutional Court declared 
that the death penalty was incompatible With the 
Constitution of Albania. In September Albania ratified 
PrOlocol NO.6 to the European Convention on Human 
Rights concerning the abolition of the death penalty, 
but by the end of 2000 the Criminal Code had not been 
amended. 

AI country reports 
• Concerns in Europe, January-June 2000: Albania 

(AI Index: EUR 01 /00312000) 
• Albania: A disturbing pattern of disregard for basic 

human rights (AI Index: EUR 11 /00212000) 
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A LGERIA 

PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC O F  ALGERIA 
Head of state: Abdelaziz BoutefHka 
Head of government: Ah Benfhs (replaced Ahmed 
Benbltour In September) 
Capital: Algiers 
Population: 31.5 million 
Official language: Arabic 
Death penalty: retentlonist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Cnminal Court 

More than 2,500 people, including women and 
children, were killed by armed groups which define 
themselves as "'slamic groups", and by security 
forces and paramilitary m ilitias. Concerns about 
impunity increased as members of armed groups 
were granted a mnesty or exempted from prosecution 
without adequate investigations to determine 
whether they were responsible for serious human 
rights violations. No concrete measures were taken 
by the authorities to bring to justice members of the 
security forces and paramilitary militias responsible 
for human rights violations in 2000 or in previous 
years, and no independent investigations were 
carried out into thousands of killings, massacres, 
"disappearances", abductions and reports of torture 
in recent yea rs. The moratorium on executions 
declared in 1994 remained in place. 

Background 
A commiSSion for Judicial reforms presented Its report 
to the President injune; the report had not been made 
publiC by the end of 2000. 

In August the authontles announced certain steps 
that would be taken at the level of the Ministries of 
justice, the Interior and Defence to reinforce judicial 
SuperviSion over law enforcement officers. Among these 
were compulsory medical examinations of detainees at 
the end of the period of pre-arralgnment 
Incommunicado detention, With the detainees' consent. 
and identifying the places where detainees are held by 
the vanous security forces before being brought before 
the Judicial authorities. However. by the end of the year 
the laws governing pre-arralgnment detention had not 
been amended to allow some of these measures to take 
effect and it was not possible to obraln any information 
from the authorities about the details and time frame for 
the Implementation of such measures. The state of 
emergency imposed in 1992 remained in place. 

Amnesty for members of armed groups 
InJanuary PreSident Bouteflika issued a decree 
granting amnesty to members of certain armed groups, 
whose names were to be annexed to the decree. 
However, the list of names was not made public. The 
authontles did not provide precise figures for the 
members of armed groups who benefited from the 

28 

presIdential amnesty or who surrendered under the 
1999 Concorde CiVile, law on Civil Harmony. According 
to government sources, about 5,500 members of armed 
groups surrendered between July 1999and 13January 
2000. Of these. just over 1.000 were members of two 
groups- the Armee Islamlquedu saJut(AIS), IslamIC 
Salvation Army, and the Ligue Islamique pour la da 'wa 
et ledjlhad, IslamiC League for Preaching and Holy War 
-who benefited from the preSidential amnesty. Some 
4,500 others, who surrendered under the terms of the 
Law on Civil Harmony, were members of the Groupe 
IsJamlquearme(GIA), Armed Islamic Group. the 
Groupe salafiste pour la predication er le combat 
(GSPC), Salaflst Group for Preachmg and Combat, and 
other less well known groups. 

Under the Law on Civil Harmony, members of armed 
groups who surrendered Within six months of 13July 
1999 and who had not killed, raped, caused permanent 
disability or placed bombs in publiC places were immune 
from prosecution; those who had committed such 
cnmes would receive reduced sentences. Those who 
surrendered after the expiry of the Law m January could 
no longer benefn from reduced sentences or immunity 
from prosecution. However, after the expiry of the Law 
some government authorities, Including the President. 
indicated that those who surrendered voluntanly would 
stili benefit from some unspecified clemency measures. 
There were consistent reports indicating that members 
of armed groups who surrendered after January were 
also immediately released and exempted from 
prosecution Without adequate Inquiries. 

Administration of justice and impunity 
The government provided no information about 
Investigations which the authorities claimed had been 
carned out into the massive human rights Violations and 
abuses of previous years or into cases which occurred 
during the year. No concrete measures were known to 
have been taken to bring to justice those responSible 

Impunny, which continued to be widely enjoyed by 
the security forces and paramilitary militias. was 
extended to members of armed groups responSible for 
killings, torture and other human nghts abuses. The 
authorities provided no detailed Information about the 
application of provisions of the Law on CiVil Harmony 
The speed wnh which certificates of exemption from 
prosecution were granted, In some cases with m days, 
to those who surrendered after months or years with 
armed groups, indicated that thorough investigations 
could not have been carried out to establish what 
crimes they might have committed, Some of those who 
were granted certificates were subsequently arrested 
and charged With offences of which they had just been 
cleared. FamilIes of Victims of human nghts abuses by 
armed groups alleged that those responSible for killings 
and abductions were either amnestied or exempted 
from prosecution Without the complamts of Victims' 
families bemg investigated. 

Killings 
The level of killings, which decreased significantly In 
1999. did not dlmimsh further and, indeed, rose again at 



the end of 2000, More than 2.500 people were killed in 
Individual attacks, massacres, bomb explosions. 
ambushes and armed confrontations between the 
security forces and armed groups. Hundreds were 
civilians killed by armed groups in individual attacks, 
massacres and indiscnmmate bomb explosions, Often 
groups of up to 25 cIvilians. IOcluding women and 
children and entire families, were killed m their homes 
or at false checkpomts set up m rural areas by armed 
groups. Most killings and attacks took place outside the 
malO ciUes and the perpetrators were routinely able to 
escape undisturbed, even though some attacks were 
committed near army and secUrity force checkpoints or 
outposts, Hundreds of members of the security forces, 
paramilitary militias and armed groups were killed in 
ambushes and armed confrontations. However, as a 
result of offiCial restrictions on such informatiOn It was 
often Impossible to obtain precise details about the 
identity of the victims or the exact circumstances of 
their deaths. 

Se<:ret detention 
Cases of secret and unacknowledged detention 
continued to be reported. The government and Judicial 
authorities systematically denied all knowledge of the 
detainees unul after they were brought to court or 
released 
B Mahk Medjnoun and Samir Hamdi-Pacha, arrested 
In September and December 1999 respectively. were 
held m secret detention until the begmning of May 
They remamed in detention awaiting trial at the end of 
2000 accused of having links with armed groups. 
a Hilal Gouasmia, arrested 10 September In 
Constanune. was released after nine weeks in secret 
detention. 

There were continumg reports that the security forces 
tortured and ill-treated cnminal suspects and people 
arrested on suspiCion of having links or contact with 
armed groups 
a Redouane Dahmanl, a Is-year-old secondary­
school student, was arrested in Dellys In June. He 
alleged that he was taken to a nearby police station 
where he was shown another detainee being tortured 
and told he would face the same ordeal if he refused to 
talk. He claimed that when he said he had no 
mformation to provide, he was taken to a cell, 
undressed, laid on a bench and beaten on his face and 
body until he started vomit 109 blood; bound hand and 
foot, soaked in water and given electric shocks on his 
toes and genitals; forced to swallow large quanutles of 
dirty water through a cloth placed in hiS mouth; and 
that burn 109 cigarette ash was thrown into his eyes and 
a cigarette was extinguished on hiS face. Even though 
his face bore viSible traces of torture when he appeared 
before an examining magistrate eight days after his 
arrest, no investigation was ordered. 

No investigation was known to have been carried out 
into other allegations of torture and ill-treatment by 
the security forces which occurred during the year or in 
prevIous years. 
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Reports of torture by armed groups which define 
themselves as "IslamiC groups· contmued to be 
received. Women who were abducted by armed groups 
from their homes, mostly in rural areas, were 
reportedly raped and subjected 10 other forms of 
torture before being killed. 

'Disappearances' 
Cases of "disappearance·, which had lessened 
considerably in 1999, did not decrease further; several 
cases were reported in 2000. The authonties were as 
unwilling to investigate these new cases as they were to 
clarify thousands of -disappearances· reported m 
prevIous years. 
El In April El Hadj M'lIk, a 73-year-old father of eight, 
"disappeared· after being arrested at his home in the 
centre of Algiers in broad daylight and In front of his 
family and neighbours. Officers from the gendarmerie 
visited his home the day before his arrest and again two 
days after his arrest, seeking information about two of 
his sons, one living abroad and another thought to be 
with an armed group. 
a Hablb Hamidi and Ahmed Ouadnl were arrested at 
their homes in Reghaia and in Algiers In April and 
August. respectively, and remained "disappeared" at 
the end of the year 

No concrete action was known to have been taken by 
the aUlhonues to clarify the fate of some 4,000 men 
and women who had "disappeared" after arrest since 
1993, despite the pledges made by PreSident Bouteflika 
during and immediately after the 1999 presidential 
election campaign and by other government offiCials 
since 1998. 

In May the Ministry of Justice stated that of the 3.019 
complaints of "disappearance- received, 1.146 had been 
"clarified", but only provided a list of seven named 
people. A list of the cases which the authorities claimed 
to have clarified, With suffiCient Information to allow 
identification, was requested but no such Information 
was received during 2000 

Freedom of expression and association 
Human rights groups which critiCized or opposed 
government policies on human rights Issues faced 
restrictions. Some were refused legal registration by 
national or local authOrities and others, which were 
already legally registered. were denied authOrization to 
hold meetings and public events, Demonstrations by 
assOCiations of families of the "disappeared- and of 
victims of armed groups, and by trade unionists and 
students were sometimes broken up by the security 
forces who beat demonstrators; several demonstrators 
were arrested. At least two political parties which 
applied for legal registration were refused, in violation 
of national law. 

International human rights and intergovern­
mental organizations 
The UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary 
Disappearances asked to visit Algeria. but was not 
granted access to the country during 2000. The 
International Committee of the Red Cross OCRC) 
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continued prISon VISitS, resumed in 1999. The 
authorities allowed AI and other international non­
governmental organizations to VISit Algeria after having 
denied them access 10 the country for up to (our years 

AI country report and visits 
Report 
• Algeria: Truth and justice obscured by the shadow of 

Impunity (AI Index: MDE 28/011 /20001 
Visits 
AI delegations visited Algeria in May and November and 
on both occasions met with government and other 
officials, victims of human rights abuses and their 
families, human rights defenders, and other members of 
civil society. In October AI received a response from the 
authontles to a memorandum sent to them In August 
detailing the organization's concerns. In the 
communication, the authontles expressed their wish for 
further cooperatIon with At, but provided no responses to 
any of AI's specific questions and requests for 
information, despite promises made to AI delegates 
during the May visit No such responses matenalized later 
in the year. 

AN GOLA 

REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA 
Head of state and government: Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos 
Capital: luanda 
Population: 12.8 million 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 

Government forces and troops of the Un;ao Nacional 
para a Independiincia Total de Angola (UNITAI. 
National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola, were responsible for largMcale human 
rights violations including killings of civilians. The 
government continued to restrict freedom of 
expression. Journalists were convicted of defamation 
and given suspended prison sentences aftertrials 
that did not conform to international standards. 
There were proposals to revise the Press Law and 
impose further restrictions on freedom of expression. 
UNITA was responsible for mutilating and abducting 
hundreds of civilians including children and women. 
Thousands of people were displaced by the armed 
conflict and increased insecurity. Three people were 
taken hostage by an armed opposition group in 
Cabinda. 

Background 
War continued to rage throughout the country. UNITA 
engaged in guerrilla warfare after government forces 
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expelled it from ItS last strongholds. In December 1999, 
the Namlblan government authOrIZed the use of Its 
territory by the Angolan Armed Forces (FAA) to launch 
an offenSive against UNITA in southern Angola. UNITA 
forces were routed in January after several weeks of 
fierce fighting, which often spilled IOtO Namibia The 
FAA launched another offenSive against UNITA 10 
September 10 the eastern province of Moxico and 
captured UNITA's last bastion of Cazombo. By the end 
of the year the government reportedly controlled 90 
per cent of the country. Hundreds of UNITA soldiers. 
Including high-ranking military officers and civilian 
offiCials, defected to the government 

Security deteriorated throughout the country, 
particularly along the Namiblan and Zambian borders, 
in Sle and Huambo provinces in the centre, and Uige In 
the north, which were subjected to Intense UNITA 
guerrilla attacks. Thousands fled the fighungand took 
refuge 10 Namibia and Zambia. By the end of the year 
the internally displaced population was estimated at 
about four million. Nearly 1.5 million people depended 
on humanitarian aSSistance for their survival, However. 
humanltarlan aId agencies were unable to gain access 
to large numbers of people In need. 

Civil socIety groups continued to make appeals to the 
warnng parties to end the fighting. The CatholiC 
BiShops of Angola and sao Tome e Princlpe issued a 
pastoral letter In March calling for an immediate end to 
the war and respect for human rights. The Inter-Church 
Committee for Peace in Angola, set up by the Catholic 
Church in April, channelled the peace efforts of other 
churches and Civil society groups and IOdlviduals. In 
June it organized a peace conference which endorsed 
the calls for dialo�ue between the warring parties. 
UNITA sald that it would accept mediation by the 
Church and set up preconditions for negotiations which 
were rejected by the government. In turn, the 
government called on UNITA to give up fighting and, on 
the 25th anniversary of independence in November, It 
promulgated an amnesty law for crimes committed in 
the context of the war as well as for some common 
crlmmal offences. 

The UN Office In Angola (UNOA) maintained a 
reduced presence In the country. Its mandate. whIch 
was restricted to humanitarian assistance and 
strengthening Angolan institutions In the area of 
human rights, was extended for sIx-month periods In 
April and October. In addition, the UN maintained the 
sanctions imposed on UNITA in previous years. In 
March, the UN's Securuy CounCil Sanctions Committee 
on Angola reported on sanctions-busting by several 
African governments and individuals, and threatened 
to take unspecified actIon against them. A second 
report, published In October, questioned the 
effectiveness of the sanctions and stated that UNITA 
continued to sell diamonds to buy weapons 

Freedom of expression and assembly 
Although luanda saw greater tolerance of freedom of 
expressIon and assembly in 2000, peaceful 
demonstrators were beaten and arrested. In parts of 
the country less open to International scrutiny, 
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restrictions were much more severe. A draft revised 
press law was put forward m July which provided for 
harsher sentences for defamation and 10creased to )O 
days the period for which Journalists could be detamed 
without charge. The draft law was widely opposed. 
CS In February police in luanda dispersed two 
peaceful demonstrations organized by the Partido de 
ApoJO Democratieo e Progresso de Angola (PADPA), 
Angolan Party for Democratic Support and Progress, in 
protest at massive 10creases in fuel prices. The 
authontles claimed that the demonstrations were not 
authorized, although Angolan law does not reqUire 
prior authorization for demonstrations. PADPA leaders 
Carlos Alberto de Andrade leitao and Luis Silva 
Cardoso were among those beaten and bneny 
detained. Follow1Og the second demonstration the 
commander of the luanda pollce issued a statement 
regretting the arrests. ordering the release of the 
detainees and announcing that an investigation would 
be earned out. By the end of the year no 1Ovestigatlon 
was known to have been carried out. Subsequent 
demonstrations passed off peacefully. 

Journalists 
Journalists cntical of the government continued to be 
prevented from carrying out their work and from 
leaving the country. Some were assaulted and others 
were threatened 
a Cntovao Lwemba, was beaten by two police 
officers in Cabinda In May, He was stopped by two 
officers who started beating him when he showed them 
documentation which Identified him as a journalist for 
the Luanda Catholic Church station RadIo EeclesJa 
Cntovao Lwemba reported the incident to the police 
but no action was taken. 
Trials 
At least 10 journalists charged in 1999 with defamation 
and revealing state secrets were tned. Two were 
acquitted. The others were given suspended prison 
sentences of up to one year and made to pay large 
flOes, their trials fell short of international standards 
for fair trial, Three had their convictions upheld on 
appeal, although their sentences were Slightly reduced. 
a Andre Mussamo was arrested in N'Dalatando, 
Kwanza Norte province, in December 1999 after the 
police found an unpublished article In his office which 
they alleged contained classified Informallon. He was 
tried In June and acquitted for lack of evidence. 
However, his co·defendant, Agostlnho Mateus, a 
former provincial government press secretary, was 
convicted of glv10g Andre Mussamo access to the 
information and sentenced to one year in prtson. He 
lodged an appeal with the Supreme Court but this had 
not been heard by the end of the year. 
Update 
Rafael Marques, Aguiar dos Santos and Ant6nio Jose 
Freitas were tried in March on charges of defaming the 
President of the Republic. Rafael Marques was 
sentenced to SIX months' imprisonment and a heavy 
fine. Aguiar dos Santos was sentenced to two months m 
prison and a fine. Ant6nio Jose Freitas was acquitted. 
Their trial was unfair; it was held behind closed doors 
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and the accused were not allowed to present evidence 
In October, the convictions and sentences of Rafael 
Marques and Aguiar dos Santos were upheld on appeal, 
but their fines were reduced Their sentences were 
suspended for five and three years respectively 

Il l-treatment 
Some steps were taken to protecl the human rights of 
detainees and prisoners. In addition to the placing of 
prosecutors In police stations, the Bar Association 
arranged for IOterns to be present in police stauons to 
assist detainees in the early stages of their detention, to 
verify the legality of detention and interrogation, and 
to assist in cases of prolonged pre·trial detention 
However, police and military officers continued to 
abuse their power with impunity, No steps appeared to 
have been taken to bnng 10 JustiCe police and military 
officers responsible for human rights violations. 
a In July police officers posted outside the national 
radio station beat and arrested three women who were 
on their way to a funeral. The officers alleged that the 
women had walked Into an area not authorized for 
civilians. No investigation was carned out into thiS 
incident 

Violations of humanitarian law 
Both government forces and UNITA were responsible 
for abuses IOcludlOg mutilations and killings of 
cIvilians. It remained difficult to confirm many of the 
incidents and the Idenuty of the perpetrators. 
However, UNITA was responsible for the maJ0nty of the 
attacks and ambushes, as well as for laying landmlOes 
which killed hundreds of cIvilians and maimed many 
more, particularly women and children. Government 
officials, traditional authorities and members of 
religious groups were targeted There were numerous 
reports that UNITA hacked and burned to death 
hundreds of people dunng raids on Villages. 
a Eyewitnesses stated that in February UNITA hacked 
to death more than 20 people and then buried their 
bodies during a raid on the town of Santa Clara, Cunene 
province. The victims were elderly people and children 
who were unable to nee. 
a In March UNITA members mutilated and severed 
the ears. arms and legs of 12 IOdependent mlOers in 
Tchinguvo. lunda Norte province, and killed 40 others 

UNITA abducted hundreds of civilians. including 
children. and forCibly recruited them IOto its forces as 
carners or fighters. 

Government forces were also responsible for the 
10discriminate killings and extrajudicial executions of 
civilians and UNITA suspectS 
a In February FAA soldiers reportedly killed 17 

Civilians they accused of collaborating with UNlTA, near 
Kimbele, Uige provlOce. 

Update 
In May UNITA released five Russian pilots who had been 
captured in 1999 when their airplane was shot down. 
The pilots reported that they had been deprived of food 
and water for long periods and that one of their 
colleagues was gunned down by a UNITA soldier 
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Cabinda 
The armed connlct continued between the government 
and two armed factions of the Frente para a LJberc8rAo 
do Enclave de Cabmda (FLEe), Front for the Liberation 
of the Cablnda Enclave. Government soldiers carried 
out military activItieS against civilians, often In 
retaliation for flEe military actions. They also arrested 
and beat people suspected of supporting FLEe. 
CS In November. 60-year-old Silvana Dommgos; her 
husband, Januario Bingu; their son, Jose Pascaa! Bmgu; 
and Jooo Baptista (eOOla, a neighbour, were beaten by 
several members of the Rapid Intervention Police. 
apparently because a member of the family was 
mamed to a FLEe soldier. Jose Pascaal Bingu was 
arrested aher bemg beaten and taken to the Rapid 
Intervention Police headquarters in Cabinda city were 
he was held Incommunicado 

In May. one of the FlEC armed factions. FLEC� 
Cabmdan Armed Forces. took hostage three Portuguese 
employees of a construction firm and refused to release 
them unless Portugal recognized the struggle for 
independence of the enclave. The hostages had not 
been released by the end of the year. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Angola and Namibia: Human rights abuses in the 

border area (AI Index: AFR 03/001 /2000) 
• Angola: Freedom of expression on trial (AI Index: AFR 

12/008/2000) 
Visits 
AI delegates visited northern Namibia In January and 
February to assess the human nghts situation in the 
border area. 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC 
Head of state and government: Fernando de la Rua 
Capital: Buenos Aires 
Population: 37 million 
Official language: Spanish 
Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

Reports of kill ings by police and of ill-treatment and 
torture of detainees in police stations continued. A 
transvestite died, allegedly as a result of torture. Two 
Ndisappearances" were reported. lawyers working on 
human rights cases were subjected to death threats 
and harassment. Courts abroad continued 
investigations into past human rights violations. 

Background 
Throughout zoco there were stnkes and 
demonstrations against government economic policies. 
unemployment and lack of SOCial welfare; some were 
violent. Scores of demonstrators were detained for 
short penods and several were injured In clashes with 
the police. In November, Ambal Ver6n was shot dead. 
allegedly by the police In the province ofSalta. during 
the c1eanng of roadblocks set up by demonstrators on a 
national highway near the town of General Mosconl. 

There were continued reports of violence by provinCial 
police. More than Ba people were reportedly killed by 
police in circumstances suggesting excessive or 
disproportionate use of force. There were reports of 
torture and iII�treatment of criminal suspects and 
detainees by police officers. Although a number of 
police officers were charged. the outcome of the 
majomy of the complaints was unknown. 
a In June. two univerSity students - Marcelo 
Burchinski and Jos� lUls Gherardi -were arrested in 
the streets of Posadas, Mlsiones Province. by a 
provmclal police patrol. They were reportedly beaten 
and taken to the 4th police Station where they were 
subjected to further beatings, stnpped naked and 
drenched with buckets of cold water. They were 
subsequently released 
a Vanessa Lorena Ledesma, a transvesUte activist 
was arrested in a bar in C6rdoba in February. She wa� 
held in the police station Precinto IBwhere she was 
segregated from the other detainees, apparently 
because she was HIV�positive. Five days later she was 
dead. A police report recorded that she had died as a 
result of a ·cardlac arrest- However. an autopsy 
reportedly indicated that her body showed strong 
eVidence of tOrture. An Investigation initiated by the 
Control Court No. 3 was subsequently closed_ The 
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president of the AsoClBclOn TrBvestis Umdas de 
Cordoba. United Transvestites Association of C6rdoba, 
was threatened and harassed by police after pressmg 
for an investigation Into the death. 

Prison conditions 
There were credible reports of harsh prison condItions, 
overcrowd 109 and IIHreatment of detamees by prison 
guards. There was a spate of riots m protest at 
conditions. 
a Followlnga violent riot In March by prisoners at 
the Mendoza Provincial Jail prisoners were subjected to 
beatings. intimidation and restrictions on their use of 
lavatories. Lawyers were not allowed to see the 
prisoners for four days. A diabetic prisoner, Raul 
Eduardo Cobo Esplnosa, died. al legedly as a result of a 
lack of medical attention. The authonties announced 
Improvements In conditions and mvestlgatlons into 
complaints. 

• Disa ppea ra nees' 
a Jose Segundo Zambrano and Pablo Marcelo 
Rodrlguez"disappeared" m March m Mendoza City, 
Mendoza Province. after one of them had allegedly 
arranged to meet a member of the Mendoza 
Investigations police. According to the habeas corpus 
Writ filed by the lawyers acting for the men's famtlies, 
Jose Zambrano had been subjected to death threats by 
a member of the local police. The bodies of the two men 
were found in July. An mvestigatlon was Initiated mto 
thiS case. Carlos Varela and Diego Lavado. human rights 
lawyers representing the "disappeared" men's 
relatives. faced a campaign of Intimidation and 
harassment 

Past human rights violations 
Judicial proceedIngs and Investigations In Italy, Spain 
and Germany continued during the year in relation to 
human rights violations committed under the military 
government (1976-198) . Requests for extradition were 
submitted in a number of countries against former 
members of the Argentine armed forces. In Argentina, 
human rights violations committed under the mil ,tary 
government are covered by the Full Stop and Due 
Obechence laws. 
Italy 
In September, Jorge Olivera, a former member of the 
ArgentIne armed forces was released and al lowed to 
return to Argentina after the Rome Appeal Court 
applied the statute of limitations to the crimes of whIch 
he was accused. He had been detained In Italy in 
August. after an international arrest warrant was filed 
by France. for the abductIon and torture of French 
Citizen Marie Anne Erize Tisseau who "dIsappeared" in 
1976 In the Argentine province of San Juan. 

In December an Italian court sentenced seven 
former Argentine military officers to prison terms 
ranging from 24 years to hfe. The trial in absentia. 

Initiated in Rome, related to the abductIon and murder 
of seven Italian citizens and the kidnapping of the child 
of one of them in Argentina under the military 
government 
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Mexico 
In August. Rlcardo Miguel Cavallo, a former Argentine 
Navy officer was arrested In Cancun. A Spanish judge 
subsequently requested his extradition to Spain in 
connection With accusations of torture In the context of 
investigatIons tnltiated tn 1996 by the Spanish National 
Court Into human rights violations committed by the 
mil,tary government m Argentina. A French Judge also 
filed an official request to interrogate Ricardo Miguel 
Cavallo in connectton With human rights violatIons 
committed agalOst IS French citizens tneludtng the 
-disappearance" In '9n of twO French nuns 
Argentina 
In October, a court tn Buenos A,res requested the 
extradition of Augusto Pmochet and six former 
members of the Ch,lean secret police for their alleged 
involvement in the killing Jn Buenos Aires In 1974 of the 
former head of the Chilean army, Carlos Prats. and h,s 
wife. In November tn the same case the court found 
Enrique Aranc1bla Clavel, a former member of the 
Chilean secret police, guilty of double homiCide and 
sentenced him to life Imprisonment. 

la Tablada case 
Members of the Mov,m,ento TOOos por la Pama(MTP), 
All for the Fatherland Movement. serving sentences 
ranging from 20 years to life imprisonment imposed In 
prevIOus years, staged two hunger strikes tn May and 
September to protest at the failure of the Argentme 
government to comply With the recommendatIons 
made in 1997 by the Inter-American CommisSIon on 
Human Rights. regarding the prisoners' right of appeal. 
The prisoners. Including prisoner of conscience Fray 
Anton,o Puigjane, were tried under the Defence of 
Democracy Law, which dentes the right of appeal. 
Although twO draft bIlls were submitted to Congress to 
modify the Law, by the end of the year neither bill had 
been debated in parliament In December, the 
prisoners ended the hunger strike after the life 
sentences of I1 prisoners were reduced by presidential 
decree. 

Intergovernmental organizations 
In October the UN Human Rights CommIttee examined 
Argentina's third periodic report on its Implementauon 
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. In its concludIng observations the Committee 
recommended that measures be taken to ensure that 
military personnel mvolved In past human fights 
violations �are removed from mihtaryorpublic service" 
It included its concern at allegations of widespread 
practice of torture and ill-treatment by police, and 
requested information on remedies available to 
complainants, the outcome of such cornplslntsand the 
sanctions Imposed as well as the specific responSib,litIes 
of federal and provincial authOrities 

AI country reports and visit 
Public statements 
• Argentina: Bnnglng the law Into hne WIth 

InternatIonal obligations - a challenge for the 
legi,lators (Al lndex: AMR 13/012/2000) 
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• Argentina TransvestIte dies In detention (AI Index: 
AMR13/004/2oo0) 

• Argentina: Cases of "disappeared" facing JudICial 
cio,ure In Germany (AMR 13/00312000) 

Visit 
In December an AI delegate observed the trial of a 
provlOClal judge accused of malpractice 10 cases of 
human rights violations in Mendoza 

AR MENIA 

REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 
Head of state: Robert Kocharian 
Head of government: Andranik Makarian (replaced 
Aram Sarkisian 10 May) 
Capita l: Yerevan 
Population: 3.5 million 
Official language: Armenian 
Death penalty: retention 1st 

Reports of torture and ill-treatment continued, amid 
allegations that the authorities were often reluctant 
to investigate them thoroughly and impartially. 
Among those who complained of torture were a 
number of political prisoners who also reported other 
violations of their right to a fair trial. The authorities 
continued to imprison conscientious objectors to 
military service. At least two death sentences were 
passed during 2000, and around 30 men were under 
,entence of death atthe end of the year, although 
the moratorium on executions continued. 

Background 
The political situation remained volatlle. In the wake of 
the October 1999 assassinations of the Prime Minister 
and the Speaker of Parliament. in May President 
Kocharlan dismissed the prime minister, appotntlng 
Andranik Makarlan In his place, and made other 
ministerial changes. In October the Constitutional 
Court reinstated the parliamentary speaker, following 
disputes over a parliamentary vote on hiS resignation 
the prevIOus month 

Reports of torture and Ill· treatment in custody 
contlnued, together with complaints about brutal 
treatment, known as �hazlnf, of army conscripts. As In 
previous years, there were perSistent allegations that 
law enforcement officials subjected people to torture 
and i ll·treatment In order to obtain confessions and 
coerce testimony, and that In some cases the 
authorities appeared reluctant to conduct prompt and 
comprehenSive Investigations, or to Imtlate 
proceedings against those alleged to be responsible. 
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:"4 Among those al leging torture were several men 
deuilned in connection with an armed attack In the 
Armenian parliament in October 1999, which left eight 
men dead. Journahst Nairl Badalian, for example, 
reported that he had been subjected to sustained 
torture and ill·treatment at the hands of law 
enforcement offiCials in the Nurabashen investigation· 
Isolation prison in Yerevan. He said he had been made 
to stand outside in freeZing temperatures In the winter 
wllhout warm clothing; doused with water; chained to a 
metal chair while some 10 people beat him. knocking 
out some of his teeth; and made to stand against a wall 
for extended periods of time without sleep He also 
reported that offiCials had threatened to rape hiS wife 
and sIster. He was eventually released on 3June, and all 
charges against hIm were dropped. 
ey Nalrl Una man, the alleged leader of the attack, also 
stated that he had been tortured. In May he wtthdrew 
his testimony, Including that which Impl icated some of 
the other accused. on the grounds that it had been 
extracted under duress. Charges against hIm included 
some which carry a maximum sentence of death. 

UN Committee on the Rights of the Child 
[nJanuary the UN Committee on the Rights of the ChIld 
reViewed Armenia's inillal report on the steps the 
authoriues had taken 10 Implement the UN Children's 
Convention. to which Armenia became a party in 1993 
Among the Committee's main concerns was Armenia's 
failure to acknowledge and address domestic v10lence 
The Committee expressed its concern at the III·treatment 
of ch1ldren. Including sexual abuse, within the family as 
well as In schools and institutions. The Committee was 
further concerned at the limlled access to complaints 
mechanisms and the insufficient rehabilitation measures 
for children In such Situations. It recommended that 
Armenia ensure that all forms of physical and mental 
violence are prohibIted, 1ncludlngcorporal punishment 
and sexual abuse against children In the family, schools 
and care institutions, and that mechanisms be 
established to receivecomplaims, as well as to monitor, 
invesugate and prosecute Instances of ill· treatment. 

UN Committee againstTorture 
In November the Committee rev1ewed Armenia's 
second periOdiC report under the UN Convention 
against Torture. AI had submitted its own report to the 
Committee, detailing its concerns. The Committee's 
recommendanons included: detainees should be 
guaranteed Immediate access to their lawyer, family 
members and a doctor of their chOice; Armenia should 
establish an effecttve and genumely independent 
system of Inspection of all places of detention; and 
off1cials should carry out prompt. independent 
investigatiOns Into allegations of hazing in the army 
(and institute proceedings when such allegations are 
upheld), The Commmee welcomed the stated 
willingness of Armenia to establish an ombudsperson, 
and the moratonum on the death penalty. However, the 
Committee noted that the uncertain situation of those 
currently on death row pending abolition appeared to 
amount to cruel and inhuman treatmem. 



Membership of the Council of Europe 
Armema's application to jom the Council of Europe was 
reviewed In June. Membership was recommended 
provided Armema fulfilled a number of commitments. 
These Included ratifying the European Convention on 
Human Rights and the European Convention [or the 
Prevention ofTorture and Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or PUnishment within a year of accession; 
adopting the draft Criminal Code within a year of 
accession. thus abolishing the death penalty and 
decnmlnalizing consensual homosexual relations 
between adult males; and adopting, within three years 
of accession. a law on an alternative to compulsory 
military service In compliance with European 
standards. In the meantime, Armenia pledged to 
pardon all imprisoned conscientious objectors. A 
formal mvitauon of membership was Issued m 
November, with Armema expected to Jom early in 200] 

Prisoners of conscience 
There was no sign dunng 2000 of Armenia acung In the 
spirit of ItS Council of Europe commitments with regard 
to conscientious objectors to compulsory military 
service. At least 16 young men were reportedly 
sentenced to prison terms for refusing to perform 
mlhtary service on rellg]ous grounds. They Included 
one man sent to serve a second prison term on these 
grounds, and at least ]2 sentenced after the 
recommendations on Council of Europe membership 
had been issued in June. 
a Vitaly Usupov, a Jehovah's Witness, refused hiS 
call-up papers on religious grounds but was forcibly 
conscripted into a m]l ltary unit. He continued to refuse 
to perform military service, and as a result was 
reportedly beaten by military personnel in the unit. He 
was sentenced by a court in Vanadzor on 17 March to 
four-and-a-half years' Imprisonment, for -evading 
military service" under Article 257a of the Armenian 
Criminal Code. It was further alleged that Vitaly 
Usupov, an ethnic Kurd, was not provided with an 
Interpreter during his trial as specified under 
Armenian law. 

The death pena Ity 
By the end of 2000 the draft new criminal code, under 
which the death penalty would be replaced by a 
maximum sentence of life impnsonment. had still not 
finally passed into law, although it had had Its first 
parliamentary reading in April 1997. At least two death 
sentences were passed during the year. Armen Ter­
Sahakian and Alik Grigorian were sentenced to death in 
June by a court in Yerevan. They were convicted of 
Involvement in murdering a number of people regarded 
as opponents of those in power at the time. There were 
no executions. 

AI country report 
• Armenia:Torture and i l l-treatment - Comments on the 

forthcoming review by the United Nations CommIttee 
agalnstTorture (AI Index: EUR 54/002/2000) 
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AUSTRALIA 
Head of state: Queen Elizabeth 1 1 ,  represented by 
William Deane 
Head of government: John Howard 
Capital: Canberra 
Population: 18.5 million 
Official language: Engl ish 
Death penalty: abolitlonist forall cnmes 

AUS 

The government's rejection of international human 
rights scrutiny and policies on asylum-seekers were 
major human rights issues. The arbitrary detention of 
at least 3,000 refugee applicants and "boat people" 
triggered riots, mass breakouts and complaints of ill­
treatment by guards. The government announced 
legislation to ratify the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court 

Background 
Human nghts advocates called for a Bill of Rights to 
safeguard the fights provided 10 tnternatlonal human 
rights treaties 10 which Australia IS party_ Their 
concerns were echoed by the UN Human Rights 
Committee (HRC), which monitors Implementation of 
the Imernatlonal Covenant on Civil and Pohttcal Rights 
(tCCPR), and by the UN Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights. They found that treaty rights have 
no legal status in Australia and cannot be Invoked In 
domestic courtS, leaving gaps In Australia's human 
fights system and impeding the recognuion and 
applicability of treaty prOVisions. 

In May, Ihe Pflme Minister failed to participate in 
public events 10 recogntze past human fights violauons 
against indigenous peoples and indicated hIS 
oppoSition to proposals for reconCiliation and racial 
tolerance developed over 10 years by the government­
funded Council for Aboflglnal Reconciliation 

Refugees and asylum-seekers 
The Minister for Immigration and Multlcultural Affairs 
sought revisions of international refugee standards to 
deter irregular movements of asylum-seekers More 
than 2,940 Wboat people", lncludlng 500 children, were 
automatically detained under the Migration Act, which 
prohibited courts from ordering their release. 
Hundreds were held in tents and other Improvised 
detention facilities In remote areas. The national 
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission 
investigated allegations that guards Il l-treated 
immigrant detainees and neglected medical care. In 
September the UN Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detention had to cancel plans to investigate the 
Immigration detention regime, arter the government 
faded to allow I1 lOvlsit. 
a In May, the family of a three-year·old Chinese boy, 
detained all his lifeat Port Hedland detention centre. 
was released following a High Court deciSion that he 
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should not be denied protection from persecution In 
Chma because his parents were unsuccessful refugee 
appliCants 
Cl In January, a 32-year-old Algerian asylum-seeker 
was deported despite a written request by the UN 
Comrnltteeagalnsl Torture not to remove him from 
AuStralia, so that the Committee could conSider his 
case. The government argued It had Mno obligation- to 
aCt on such requests 
International obligations 
A Senate committee report mJune addressed the 
government's failure to grant protection to 
unsuccessful asylum applicants in accordance with 
Australia's obligations under the UN Convention 
against Torture, the ICCPR and the UN Children's 
Convention. The report cnticlzed continuing 
procedural naws that had led 10 the deportation in 1999 

of a Chinese woman more than eight months pr�nant 
who underwent an abortion on arrival in China. It 
recommended that certain government officials should 
not be members of the tribunal which decides on 
unsuccessful refugee applications 

Three UN treaty boches published observations on 
Australia's obligations towards asylum-seekers. The 
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
(CERD) recommended the "fauhful" Implementation of 
international refugee law. The HRC recommended 
policy changes on mandatory detention under the 
Migration Act. The CommIttee against Torture found 
"an apparent lack of appropriate review mechanisms 
for ministerial deciSions" on people who may face 
torture if deported. 

Deaths in custody and imprisonment of 
Aborigines 
Aborigines continued to die In custody in 
disproportionate numbers, sometimes in disputed 
circumstances 

In January, the controversial death In custody of a 15-

year-old Aboriginal boy 10 Darwin heIghtened publIc 
interest In a Senate inquiry Into mandatory 
Imprisonment schemes for juveniles. The inquiry found 
that the schemes violated the UN Children's Convention 
and recommended the passing of draft federal 
legislation overriding such schemes. The Prime 
MInister prevented the passing of the draft legIslation. 
In March, the CERD recommended changes to the 
schemes which "appear to target offences that are 
committed dIsproportionately by Indigenous 
Australians, especially in the case of Juveniles". The 
HRC observed in July that such schemes raIsed a 
·senous issue of compliance" with the ICCPR. In 
November, the Committee against Torture 
recommended measures to prevent such schemes 
violating International standards. The Committee also 
expressed concerns about reported Ill-treatment of 
prisoners, including the use of unnecessarily painful 
and humiliating restraint instruments. 

In June, a Coroner's Inquest In Tasmania found that 
prison authorlues had failed in their duty of care to 
prISoners at risk of sUicide, follOWing repeated inquest 
recommendations since 1991 to improve safety at 
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Risdon prison, Hobart. The Tasmania state government 
introduced extensive prison reforms, including In 
prison health services, to halt a spate of pnson deaths 

Withdrawal from UN scrutiny 
Following a review tnggered by the CERD observations, 
in August the government announced major limitations 
on Australia's future cooperation with UN human rights 
bodies. It deCided to agree 10 UN treaty body viSits and 
requests for Information only in ·compelhnf cases, to 
report to UN treaty mOnitoring bodies on a selective 
basis and to reject ·unwarranted requests from treaty 
committees to delay removal of unsuccessful asylum­
seekers from Australia" 

AI action 
In September, AI sent an open letter to Prime Minister 
Howard, asking his government to reconSider the above 
measures, whIch Al said constituted an attack on the UN 
human rights protection system and set a bad example 
Internationally. Australia's selectIve approach to 
reporting to treaty boches would be in breach of the 
blOding obhgatJons it undertook when becoming party 
to human rights treaties. and its reluctance to cooperate 
with the UN's special human rights mechanisms created 
the impression It had something to hide. In a written 
reply, the Prime MInister's office failed to respond to 
any of the senousconcerns expressed by AI. 

AUSTRIA 

REPUBLIC OF AUSTRIA 
Head of state: Thomas Klesti l 
Head of government: Wolfgang Schussel (replaced 
Viktor Klima in February) 
Capital: Vienna 
Population: 8.2 million 
Official language: German 
Death penalty: abolItIonist for all cnmes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children In armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute 
of the International Criminal Court 

There were continued allegations that police officers 
had ill-treated detainees and used excessive force, 
People who complained about or witnessed police ill· 
treatment riSked being threatened with police 
counter<harges. One man was shot dead by police in 
controversial circumstances. The investigation into the 
death in May 1999 of Marcus Omofuma during 
deportation was not concluded. There were concerns 
about restraint techniques reportedly used in prisons. 
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Background 
The traditional coalition between the Social 
Democratic Party and the Austrian People's Party 
collapsed after elections \0 October 1999 and a new 
government was formed in February which mcluded the 
People's Party and the malO party of the far right, the 
Austrian Freedom Party 

Allegations of police ill-treatment 
Allegations that poIJce ill-treated detamees and used 
excessive force continued 
a Around 130 police officers raIded a bUildmg used to 
house asylum-seekers in Tralsklrchen, lower Austria, 
on the evening of 17 January, searching for drugs 
Around 80 residents were confmf'd to certam areas of 
the bUIldIng. such as their bedrooms and kitchens 
Many reportedly had their hands bound with plastiC 
ties while they were systematIcally searched for drugs 
Some detamees were reportedly subjected to internal 
body searches in from of other residents as well as 
police officers. A number of detainees were allegedly 
searched internally by officers usmg the same pairs of 
latex gloves. Police officers allegedly acted towards the 
detamees In a disparaging manner, laughingal those 
who suffered pain while bemgsearched mternally, and 
usmg degradmg language. The police raid reportedly 
lasted for approximately four hours, dunng which 80 
asylum·seekers were temporarily deprived of theIr 
liberty, but only IS people were eventually arrested, 
reportedly for possessing small amounts of drugs. In 
May the Mimstry of the imerior stated that an 
investigatiOn had been launched into the al legations of 
ilHreatment. On 10 July the lower Austnan 
Independent Administrative Tribunal in SI. P6lten 
heard the first of a series of testimonies about the 
police raid from detainees, who brought complaims 
against the police. The investigation had not concluded 
by the end of the year. 
Excessive use of force 
The Special Cnminal Deployment Group appeared to 
have Violated the pnncipleof proportionality of force 
during another police operation in Vienna m the early 
hours of 1 March. Two masked police officers In ciVilian 
clothes, who were reportedly not identifiable as police 
officers, brandished guns and dragged two men out of a 
car and on to the ground. The two men reportedly 
belonged to a left·wing protest group and had 
participated in an anti·govemment demonstration the 
previous evening. The men were later charged only With 
the relatively minor offence of resisting state authority. 
Police counter<omplaints 
Complainants and witnesses of alleged police ill· 
treatment risked being threatened with criminal 
counter·charges such as resisting state authority or 
defamation of the arresting police officers. 
a Two police officers accused of iII·treating and 

racially abusing a French citizen of African origm in 

March 1999 at the Schottenrmg underground station 10 

Vienna attempted to sue privately two of the five 

eyewitnesses for defamation of character. An mltlal 

court hearing in late August was adjourned for 
technical reasons. 

AUS 

Death during deportation 
The investigatIOn into the death of 2s·year·old Marcus 
Omofuma, a Nigerian Cllizen who died m May 1999 after 
bemg gagged and bound during hiS forced deportation 
from Vienna to NIgena, had not come to a close nearly 
20 months after the mcident. The three police offICers 
who effected the deportation faced charges of ill­
treatmga prisoner With death as a consequence. their 
tnal was expected to start m 2001. 
Dangerous restraint techniques 
In Aprli AI learned that inmates in Austria's largest 
penal lnstilUtlon, the Josefstadt prison m Vienna, were 
being restrained by being placed m cage·beds, beds 
enclosed m a urn-high metal cage. Reports suggested 
that In some Instances prisoners had been confmed 
mSlde cage-beds for up to 48 hours AI expressed 
concern that the use of cage·beds mIght represent a 
cruel. inhuman and degradmg method of restraint and 
asked to be mformed of the regulations governing their 
use. 

Police shooting 
An unarmed man, referred to In the Austrian news 
media as Imre B., was shot dead by a police officer of 
the Special Cnminal Deployment Group on 19 May m 
Vienna. It transpired that the weapon was the police 
officer's own firearm and not a servIce revolver Two 
suspects under observation in a vehicle were about to 
dnve away when two police officers approached the 
vehicle brandishing revolvers. As one police officer 
reportedly attempted to open the door of the vehIcle. 
he fired his gun. killing the dnver, Imre 8. The Special 
Criminal Deployment Group was reportedly dIsbanded 
InJuly 

Unequal age of consent 
A man was convicted in Vienna and sentenced to a fine 
in July for having sexual relations with his 16-year-old 
boyfriend In September 1999. He was 19 years old at the 
time of the InCIdent. The age of consent for 
heterosexuals and lesbians is set at 14 years of age, but 
18 for gay men. AI welcomed the decision of the court 
not to sentence the man to a term of Impnsonment, but 
expressed concern that other men may still face up to 
five years' impnsonment. 

AI country report 
• Austria before the UN Committee against Torture: 

Allegations of police ill-treatment (AI Index: EUR 
13/001 /2000) 
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AZER BAIJAN 

REPUBLIC O F  AZERBAIJAN 
Head of state: Heydar Aliyev 
Head of government: Artur Rasizadeh 
Capital: Saku 
Population: 7.7 million 
Official language: Azeri 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
Involvement of children in armed conflict, Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

Several people active in the political opposition were 
detained for short periods. Reports of torture and ill­
treatment in custody continued to be received. In the 
disputed Karabakh region, one prisoner of 
conscience received a suspended sentence; other 
political detainees were reportedly i ll-treated; and 
two death sentences were commuted. 

Background 
Opposition political parties continued 10 report 
harassment and Intimidation, especially outside the 
capital and In the run-up to the November 
parlIamentary electIons. International pressure helped 
reverse a decision which would have prevented some 
parties from taking part In the elecuons. The ruling New 
AzerbaiJan party won the elections which were 
described as falling short of International standards. A 
joint observer mission by the Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe and the Council of Europe 
reported that the elections were -marred by numerous 
instances of serious Irregularities, In particular a 
completely flawed counting process. Observers 
reported ballot stuffing, mampulated turnout results, 
pre-marked ballots, and production of either false 
protocols or no prolocols at all. Additionally, party 
prOXies frequently suffered inumldatlon, harassment 
and sometImes even arrest whilst carrymg out their 
legitImate activities. � Protesters at various 
demonstrations around the country following the 
elections also aired grleva�ces at poor socio-economic 
conditions 

The PreSidents of Armema and AzerbalJan continued 
their one-to-one meetings regarding the disputed 
regIon of Karabakh, but no major progress was 
reported In attempts to achieve a political settlement 
In March a failed assassination attempt on the region's 
leader prompted a wave of arrests. 

Positive moves 
In March the Supreme Court issued Instructions to 
lower courts specifying, among other things, that the 
term �torture� should be understood m accordance 
with the definition in the UN Convention against 
Torture; reminding courts of their obligations to Imtiate 
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InvestigatiOns whenever defendants al lege tOrture or 
Il l-treatment; reiterating that eVidence obtained In 
Violation of the law is inadmissible; and repeating the 
1999 decision of the Constitutional Court that those 
detained under administratIve procedures are entitled 
to a lawyer The UN Special Rapporteur on torture 
viSited the country in May at the invitation of the 
government. In June an agreement was finally 
concluded al lowing access by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (lCRC) to all places of 
detention and all detainees within its mandate. 
Continuing allegations 
In SPI te of these positive moves, however, there were 
continuing reports of Ill-treatment during 2000. 
n In April there were allegations that police used 
excessive force in Baku when dispersing opposition 
party supporters trying to hold an unauthonzed 
demonstration In connectIon With the parliamentary 
elections. According to reports a number of journalists 
were assaulted while covering the events, dUring which 
l4 police officers were offiCially reported to have been 
injured and a number of leading OPPosItion fIgures 
were allegedly ill-treated. 

Vajif Hadjlbeyli, chairman of the Ehrar(Peasants) 
Party, was reportedly severely beaten by police while 
being detamed. He was then taken to the local police 
station suffering from concussion for which he 
al legedly did not receive prompt, appropriate medical 
attention. He was not allowed to see his lawyer or 
telephone hiS family and was sentenced to 10 days' 
administrative detention for resisting the lawful 
demands of a police officer Before the end of thiS term 
he was transferred from the Main Police Directorate to 
Bailov Investigation Isolation prison No. I, after bemg 
charged with resIsting a police officer. He was 
subsequently released on ball but no trial had taken 
place by the end of the year. 

Council of Europe 
In June Azerbaljan's application to JOin the CounCil of 
Europe was reViewed by the CounCil's Parliamentary 
Assembly, whIch recommended membership on the 
understanding that AzerbaiJan would fulfil a number of 
commhmems with m a stated time frame. These 
Included ratifying the European Convention on Human 
Rights and the European Convention for the 
Prevention ofTorture and Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment within a year of accession; 
adopting a law on an ombudsperson within a year of 
accession; and adopting, within two years of 
accession, a law on an alternative to compulsory 
mil itary service, in compliance with European 
standards. Among other things, Azerbaijan also 
undertook to allow unrestricted access to prisoners by 
the ICRC; to release or grant a new trial to political 
prisoners; and to prosecute members of law 
enforcement bodies suspected of human rights 
violations, m particular tOrture. A formal invitation of 
membership was issued m November, although 
additional conditions were set in connection With the 
instances of fraud and Irregularities reported dUring 
the November parliamentary elections 
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Possible prisoners of conscience 
Several people active in the political oPPOsition were 
detained for short periods, and were possible prisoners 
of conscience. 
CS Rauf Arifoglu, edltor·in·chlef of the oPPOsition 
newspaper Yem Musav8t, was arrested on zz August at 
his home in Baku after police claimed to have found an 
illegally held pistol In the apartment 

Events leading to Rauf Arifoglu's arrest began on 18 
August. when a man attempted to hijack an aircraft 
carrying more than 100 passengers. Before being 
overpowered, the hijacker telephoned Rauf Arifoglu 
and listed a number of political demands regarding the 
parliamentary elections. Rauf Arifoglu stated that 
immediately after the call he rang the Minister of 
National Security and the press services of the Interior 
Ministry and the General Procurator's Office 

The follOWing day, two employees of the district 
procurator's office and three police officers arnved at 
the Yeni Musav81 offices with a search warrant, stating 
that they were looking for a tape recording of the 
telephone conversation with the hijacker. Rauf Arifoglu 
was taken to Sabail police department where he gave 
oral and written testimony, and the cassette tape was 
taken from him. He was then released. 

Three days later, police arrived at Rauf Arlfoglu's 
apartment and started to conduct a search. Rauf 
Arifoglu rangjournahst colleagues and they gathered 
outside his apartment Police did not allow either the 
journalists or Rauf Arifoglu's lawyer to enter the 
apartment while the search was conducted. When the 
pistol was found, Rauf Arlfoglu shouted down to his 
colleagues that it had been planted, and refused to sign 
the police protocol of the search. He was arrested on a 
charge of illegally possessing a weapon, and later 
charged With other serious offences, including treason, 
in connection with the hijack. Rauf Arifoglu was 
released on ball on 5 October after widespread national 
and International pressure. Charges againSt him were 
still pending at the end of the year 

Decriminalization of homosexuality 
Consensual homosexual relations between adult males. 
previously punishable by up to three years' 
imprisonment, were decriminalized when a new 
criminal code came into force in September. The new 
code sets a general age of consent at 16 and punishes 
only forcible sexual acts. 

Karabakh 
In the early hours of 2Z March gunmen attempted to 
assassinate Arkady Ghukaslan, ·Presldent� of the 
Nagorno·Karabakh Republic (elections in the disputed 
region are not regarded as legitimate by the AzerbaiJani 
authorities). 
Samvel Babaian 
The assassinatIOn attempt was immediately followed 
by a wave of arrests centring on the former Defence 
Ministerof the region, Samvel Rabaian, and hiS 
associates. A number of those detained. including 
Samvel Babaian, were said to have been severely ill· 
treated in detention SpeCific details were difficult to 
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obtain, however; mOSt of those detained reportedly 
had no access to their families and, In some cases, 
Inadequate access toa defence lawyer In May, for 
example, Sasun AghaJanlan's lawyer reported that they 
had met only twice since hiS client's arrest some twO 
months earlier-once in pnvate for a meeting that 
lasted around 10 minutes and once dunng an 
Interrogation on 27 April, which waS reportedly 
stopped by the lawyer when his client lost 
consciousness. There were also allegatiOns that those 
detained In connection with the assaSSinatIon attempt 
were denied food parcels from their relatives, and that 
some had no opportunity to take daily exercise. 

AI urged the procurator general in Karabakh to 
ensure that all necessary procedures for a fair trial 
were observed for al l  defendants at each stage of the 
criminal proceedings, IOcluding the requirement that 
public authoritieS, particularly prosecutors and the 
police, not make public statements about the guilt or 
innocence of the accused before the outcome of the 
trial which could prejudice the presumption of 
Innocence. 

The trial opened in September, but was adjourned 
several tlmes over the question of whether Sasun 
Aghajanian was mentally fit to stand trial. It had not 
concluded by the end of 2000 
Vagram Aghajanian 
Journalist Vagram AghaJanlan was among those 
arrested follOWing the March assaSSination attempt. He 
had been critical of the Karabakh authorities and was 
regarded as close to opposition figures such as Samvel 
Babaian Vagram Aghajanian was detained on 28 March 
after officers searched hiS home. reportedly without 
presenting a warrant. Vagram Aghajaman was 
subsequently found guilty of �hampenng the 
Implementation of martial law· by publishmg artIcles 
regarded by the authorities as �contributing to Imernal 
tension-, and sentenced to 10 days' administrative 
detention. 

In April Vagram Aghajanlan was sentenced to one 
year's Imprisonment for libel. The criminal case had 
originally been opened in December 1999 fol lowlngan 
article in which Vagram Aghajanian had criticized what 
he regarded as Insufficient aid being made available to 
Ihose who wished to resettle in some areas of 
Karabakh The article quoted several people who 
claimed that the Pnme Minister told them there was no 
money available In the budget for such help 

The Prime Minister is said to havedemed that he 
had met the people quoted. It was reported that both 
Vagram Aghajanian and the newspaper editor had 
offered to publish a retraction of the report that such 
a meeting had taken place, but that thiS was rejected 
In favour of a cnminal prosecution. There were 
allegations that Vagram Aghajanian's fnends and 
colleagues were given very little notice of the 
impending trial, hampenng their attempts to find him 
a defence lawyer. As a consequence the lawyer was 
said to have had only a few hours to acquaint himself 
with the case before the trial began In Apnl the 
appeal court changed the custodial sentence to a 
suspended one. 
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The death penalty 
The death penalty was retained In the Karabakh regIon 
In January Arkady Ghukaslan commuted [WO death 
sentences to penods of 15 years' Imprisonment. No 
executions were reported 

AI country report 
• Concerns In Europe, January-June 2000: Azerbaljan 

(AI Index; EUR 01 /003/2000) 

BA HAMAS 

COMMONWEALTH OFTHE BAHAMAS 
Head of State: Queen Elizabeth 11, represented by Orville 
Tumquest 
Head ofgovemment: HubertAlexander Ingraham 
Capital: Nassau 
Population: OJ million 
Offitial language: EnglISh 
Death penalty: retentiomst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International (nmlnal Court 

One person was hanged despite having international 
appeals pending and three people were scheduled to 
be executed. Asylum-seekers were detained, in 
violation of international standards, and forcibly 
repatriated to Haiti and Cuba. Several deaths were 
reported in Fox Hill Prison amid continuing reports of 
brutality and cruel, inhuman and degrading 
conditions of detention. A new Code of Conduct and 
Complaints Division for the Royal Bahamas Police 
Force was introduced. However, there were 
continuing reports of unjustifiable use of force and 
arbitrary detention by police officers. A prisoner of 
conscience was released after four days. following a 
national and international campaign. 

Death penalty 
Twenty-five prisoners remained on death row at the 
end of 2000, accordmg to orrlclal figures. One person 
was hanged 

A rulmg by the judicial CommIttee of the PriVY Council 
QCPC) In the United KIngdom-the final court of appeal 
of the Bahamas -in thecase of Nevllle lewlS and others 
In jamaica, commutmg the death sentences of six 
prisoners, had Impllcauons for the administration of the 
death penalty in the Bahamas (seejamaica entry). 
However, dUring a debate in parliament In December, 
the Attomey General called for the death penalty to be 
extended to cover selling org1vmgdrugs to children. 
a Davld Mltchell was executed m January despite the 
fact that the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights was due to hear his pet1t10n, allegmg violations 
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ul;1der the American Declaration of the Rights and 
Duties of Man. 10 February 2000 
a John HIggs died in prison two days before hiS 
scheduled execution on 6 January, HIS petition to the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights was also 
due to be heard in February. A coroner's inquest was 
convened m January to investigate the cause of death, 
suspected to be SUicide. It had yet to release ItS findings 
at the end of the year. 

Corporal punishment 
Corporal punishment remained available under the law 
but no new sentences were imposed or carried out. 
Individuals remain under sentence of corporal 
punishment pending legal appeals. 

Prisons 
There were cont1nUlng reports of brutality and of 
prison conditions which failed to meet intematlonal 
m101mum standards for the treatment of prisoners at 
Fox Hill Prison; several deaths were reported dunng 
2000. Prisoners were routinely denied medical 
attention and exercise and were held in insanitary 
conditions. Remanded and convicted prisoners were 
held together in the section of the prison reserved for 
those under sentence of death. 
a In September Sidney Winston McKenzie was found 
dead in hiS cell. His body reportedly showed eVidence 
of severe beating. Family members were denied access 
to view his body. A coroner's inquest was convened but 
it had not released its findings by the end of the year. 

Refugees 
Asylum-seekers from Haiti and Cuba continued to be 
forCibly returned Without prior access to a full and ralr 
determination procedure, In violation of JOternational 
law In May, the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights requested that the government halt fomble 
returns. Following hearings In October, the Commission 
agreed to negotiate a -friendly settlement� wuh the 
government. 

Adult and children asylum-seekers were still 
detained at Fox Hill Prison In conditions amounting to 
cruel. inhuman and degrading treatment and in 
violation of the UN Refugee ConventIon. Asylum­
seekers were held in incommunicado detention and 
denied visits, phone calls or mail from lawyers and 
relatives. Children were denIed access to other 
relatives in prison. There were reports that some 
asylum-seekers were beaten and denied medical 
attention. FollOWing an attempted escape in May a 
number of Cuban asylum-seekers were reportedly put 
on a diet of bread and water 

Torture/ ,II-treatment 
There were reports of arbitrary detention and ill­
treatment, possibly amounting to torture, of criminal 
suspects by police. Children were reportedly held 
together with adults in some police lock-ups. 
6 In january, a number of men were allegedly 
arrested and detained for several hours in Central 
Police Station w1thout charge before belOg transported 

Amnesty International Report 2001 



to a deserted area with around 40 other young men, 
where they were reportedly beaten all over their 
bodies with Iron bars and sticks. Many people were 
reported to have sustained injuries and to have been 
denied access to medical attention. 

Prisoner of conscience 
Obie Wilchcombe, a journalist and politician, was 
sentenced at the Inquest Into the death of John Hlggs 
(see above) in February, after refusing to disclose 
confidential information. He was subsequently 
Impnsoned, but released after four days following 
national and International appeals 

AI country visits 
AI representatives visited the Bahamas in February and 
April to conduct research and meet community leaders. 

BA HRAIN 

STATE O F  BAHRAIN 
Head of state: Shalkh Hamad bin 'Issa AI Khallfa 
Head of government: Shalkh Khallfa bin Salman AI 
Khallfa 
Capital: al-Manama 
Population: 0.6 million 
Official language: Arablc 
Death penalty: retention 1st 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Crimmal Court 

Human rights violations continued to be reported, 
although on a lesser scale than in previous years. 
Scores of people, including juveniles, were reportedly 
arrested in 2000; some were detained for short 
periods. Several hundred others arrested in previous 
years, including prisoners of conscience, remained 
held without charge or trial. Several people were 
tried before the State Security Court on charges 
including "illegal activities and plotting to 
destabilizethe country", and sentenced to up to 12 
years' imprisonment Several Bahraini nationals who 
had been living abroad were prevented from entering 
the country. Scores of political prisoners and 
detainees were released during the year. 

Background 
2000 saw further significant political and human 
rights developments. The Amir publicly pledged his 
commitment to the protection of human rights and 
expressed hiS willingness to allow international 
human fights organizations to viSit the country. 
Increasingly, Bahrainl newspapers carned articles on 
issues such as democracy, free elections and respect 
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for human fights, and In August a Journalists' 
association was set up. For the first time women were 
urged to take a more active role lM the political affairs 
of the country. 

in March and April scores of political prisoners and 
detainees were released follOWing an order by the 
Amir. Among those who benefited from the Amir's 
order were 'Omran Hussain 'Omran and Shalkh 
Mohammed al-Rayyash; both had been held for more 
than four years without charge or trial. 

A Supreme judicial Council was established, headed 
by the PreSident of the Court of Cassation, to deal with 
judicial matters such as the supervISion of the 
functioning ofthe courts. However, the Council was 
given no authority over the Public Prosecution, which 
remained under the control of the Ministry of the 
Interior. 

In October a new 40-member Shura (Consultative) 
Council was inaugurated and 21 new members, 
lMcluding four women, were appointed by the Amlr 
The Council has no legislative powers. Four Shura 
Council members, including one woman, were 
apPolMted as new members of the Human Rights 
Committee. The six-member Committee had been set 
up in October 1999. 

A request for permission to set up a non­
governmental human TIghts organization was turned 
down by the authoTltles In October. 

In December plans were announced for the 
establishment of a two-chamber parliament, Including 
an elected chamber with legislative powers, and for 
Bahrain to become a constitutional monarchy. The 
ShuraCouncil would form the second chamber and 
keep ItS advisory role; the plans were subject to a 
referendum 

Forcible exile 
The practice of forcible eXile continued to be used to 
prevent some Bahralnl nationals returntng to the 
country after years spent abroad in voluntary exile or 
for educational purposes. The victims were held for 
days, sometimes longer, at Bahrain International 
Airport before being returned to their country of 
reSidence or sent elsewhere. They were denied the 
right to challenge the decision to expel them before a 
court of law. The authorities cla1med that those who 
were prevented (rom entering the country were not 
Bahraini nationals, or had obtained a passport of 
another state, or did not have valid passports 

Over the years many Bahraini exiles had been 
allowed to return However, by the end of 2000 it was 
estimated that some 700 Bahraini nationals, including 
women and children, continued to be denied entry to 
the country. 
a In June 'Abdul Jalll al-Nu'aiml, aged 53, was 
arrested at Bahrain International Airport and forCibly 
returned to the United Arab Emirates. He had left 
Bahrain In 1975 after the dissolution of parliament and 
first attempted to return In 1993- Dunng his arreSt in 
June he was Interrogated and told that he would not be 
allowed into the country because he had not sought 
pardon from the Amir. 
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Prisoners of conscience 
a In March 'Abd al-Wahab HU5sam, a prisoner of 
conSCIence, appeared before the State Security Court 
after he had challenged his detentIon without charge 
or trial since January 1996. He was released on '7 
March only to be rearrested on the same day at his 
home in al-Nuwaldrat. No reasons were given for his 
rearrest. [nJuly Il was reported that 'Abd al-Wahab 
Hussam and five other prisoners of consclence­
Shaikh Hassan Sultan, Shalkh 'AI, 'Ashour, Shaikh 
Hussain ai-Delhi, SaYYld Ibrahlm 'Adnan al-'Alawl and 
Hassan 'AIi Mshatma' - had been put in solitary 
confinement to put pressure on them to sign 
statements agreeing to refrain from any political and 
religious aCtIVitIeS in the future. Shalkh 'All 'Ashour 
was said to have agreed to these conditions and was 
released in September. Shalkh Hussain al-Deihi was 
released in December. It was not known whether his 
release was conditional 
Possible prisoner of conscience 
a In November Jaslm Hussain 'AIi, a university 
lecturer, was arrested at his home in Hamad Town, 
allegedly for providing written analysIs about the 
human rights, political and economic Situation in 
Bahrain to a magazine based in the United Kingdom 
(UK). He was held for 10 days In Incommunicado 
detention, AI wrote to the authorities and 
requested clarlficallon of the exact reasons for 
hls arresl 

Unfair trials 
People continued to be sentenced to prison terms after 
grossly unfair trials before the State Security Court. 
Defendants tried and sentenced by thiS court have no 
right of appeal 
a Three people- 'All Mahdi Youssef, Sa'id al-Shaikh 
and Hisham 'Ali Hassan Ahmad -who had been In 
detention since their arrest in November 199B, were 
fined and sentenced to between two and seven years' 
imprisonment. They were convicted In May by the 
State SecuntyCourt of�ll legal activities and ploulng 
to destabllize the country� by planning to smuggle 
weapons and explosives into the country and carry 
out arson attacks. A fourth defendant was sentenced 
In absenlla to seven years' imprisonment and six 
others, also arrested In November 199B on the same 
charges, were acquitted. The nine, who had been held 
without access to lawyers until 17 January 1000, were 
reportedly tortured to extract confeSSions. No 
investigation IOto the torture allegations was known 
to have been carned out 
a In May, three women - Hanan Salman Ahmad 
Haldar. Salwa Hassan Ahmad Haidar and leeda Ahmad 
'Issa al-'Oraibi - were sentenced to one year's 
Imprisonment each by the State Security Court for 
Wdistributing leaflets and undertaking activities 
harmful to securltyw. The three were arrested in 
November 1998 and released on ball the followlOg 
month. While detained in 199B, Hanan Salman Ahmad 
Haidar and Salwa Hassan Ahmad Haldar were 
reportedly tortured in '!ssa Town police station; Salwa 
Hassan Ahmad Haidar was said to have been beaten 
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on the soles of her feet and suspended by her limbs 
All three were released in September 1000. reportedly 
follOWing an amnesty 

There were a number of reports of torture or ill­
treatment dUring 1000. The victims Included Juveniles 
suspected of writing anti-government graffiti 
a In August Mohammad Sa'eed al-Maqabl, aged 31, 

was arrested at his home in the Vil lage of Barbar. east of 
al-Manama. During hiS detention he was reportedly 
suspended by hiS arms for hours and beaten with a 
cable on the soles of his feel (falaqa). He was suspected 
of maintaining links with an Opposition activist living 
abroad. Mohammad Sa'eed al-Maqabl was released at 
the end of August 

In January the UK authorities announced that an 
investigation into torture al legations had been 
launched against Major-General lan Henderson, a 
British national and the former head of Bahrain's 
Securny and Intelligence Service (SIS). Major-General 
Hendersonjolned Bahrain's security services in 1966 
and reil red from all offiCial duties m July 1000. Over the 
years testimonies collected by human rights 
organizations suggested that SIS members may have 
been involved in the torture of political detainees. In 
one case a former political detainee stated that Major­
General Henderson subjected him to physical and 
psychological torture. 

Death penalty 
In November, lo-year-old Yoshork Dostazudl. an 
Ethiopian national working as a housemaid, was 
sentenced to death for the murder of her employer. Her 
lawyer lodged an appeal against the verdict In 
December. 

The death sentence has rarely been used In Bahrain: 
only one execution is known to have been carried out 
since 1977. 

In December the death sentences against 'All Ahmad 
'Abdallah al-'Usfur, Youssef Hussain 'Abd al�Baqi and 
Ahmad Khalll Ibrahim al�Kattab were commuted to life 
imprisonment. They had been sentenced to death in 
July 1996 in connection with a fire·bomb attack on a 
restaurant in Sitra in which seven Bangladesh nationals 
were kil led. 

AI country report and visits 
Report 
• Bahrain: Human nghts developments and Amnesty 

International's continuing concerns (AI Index: MDE 
1 1 /003/2000) 

Visits 
AI put forward a proposal for a viSit to Bahrain In 
february. The authorities responded by suggesting a 
meeting between a high-level delegation from Bahrain 
and AI delegates in london, UK. This took place m July. 
The authorities agreed to receive an AI delegation in 
Bahram m early 2001. 
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BAN GLADESH 

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH 
Head of state: Shahabuddin Ahmed 
Head of government: Sheikh Hasina 
capital: Dhaka 
Population: 129.1 million 
Official language: Bangla 
Death penalty: retentionlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Optional Protocol 
to the UN Children's Convention on the involvement of 
children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to the UN 
Women's Convention 

Rampant corruption at all  levels of society and 
government continued to dash hopes for 
improvement in the human rights situation and to 
thwart efforts to tackle widespread poverty and 
political instability. Torture, including rape in 
custody, continued to be reported, and impunityfor 
past human rights violations persisted. 

Background 
The government failed to address the Issue of 
corruption. In particular there was concern that the 
government failed to Implement the recommendations 
of the Public Administration Reforms Commission 
aimed at making the country's burdensome 
bureaucracy transparent, accountable and accessible 
to ordinary people. 

Despite promises. the government took no action to 
set up the National Human Rights Commission or to 
appoint an ombudsman. 

The long-running opposition boycott of parliament 
continued. 

The Public Safety (Special Provisions) Act 2000 was 
adopted in January amid concerns that some of Its 
provisions breached international human rights 
standards and would allow the police to detam people 
without a warrant for a bribe, or on politically 
motivated grounds. 

Widespread and persistent reports of torture were 
routinely ignored by the authontles. Victims included 
children, women, the elderly, political dissidents and 
cnminal suspects. Police frequently attacked 
demonstrators and beat journalists reporting on the 
protests. 

More than 50 people died in custody, reportedly as a 
result of torture. Methods of tOrture reported Included 

beatmgs with rifle butts, iron rods and bamboo sticks: 

hanging by the wnsts from the ceiling; rape; ·water 

treatment� in which hose-pipes were fixed into each 

nostril and taps turned on full for twO minutes at a time: 

the use of pliers to crush fingers; and electric shocks. 

Police officers tortured people to extract money, to 

ensure compliance with their own illegal activities, as a 
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favour to local politicians in return for a bribe, and to 
obtain confeSSions. 

The perpetrators were able lo continue committing 
such violations with impunity. None of the political 
parties under whose successive governments torture 
has been Widespread responded to AI's request in 
September to state whether they planned to take action 
against torture. 

Women 
Rape in custody continued to be reported. As In the 
past, government action was only taken after a public 
outcry. Police, on payment of a bribe. often chose not 
to act against private perpetrators of violence against 
women. 

Over a dozen women were sent to prison by 
magistrates under a practice known as ·safe custod{. 
The majority were young women who had married 
against their families' wishes and whose husbands were 
accused of kidnapping them. While the husbands were 
often released on bail pending a court hearing, 
magistrates Invanably sent the women to jail. against 
their will, purportedly for their own ·safet{ Such 
women can remain Impnsoned - In some cases for 
years-without being accused of any oHence. 

Death penalty 
At leasl 37 death sentences were imposed, but no 
executions were carried out. At the end of 2000, more 
than 160 prisoners were reported to be on death row. 
a On 14 December. the High Court upheld the death 
sentences on 10 of the 15 people sentenced to death by 
a lower court In November 1998 for the killing of Sheikh 
MuJibur Rahman and his family m August 197,. A split 
judgment in the case of the other five was to be clarified 
by ajud,cial panel. 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 
The government did not bring to JUStice those responsible 
for past human rights Violations during the armed conflict 
which lasted from the mid-1970S until 1997 

Further tension emerged between the main tribal 
group. which had Signed a peace accord With the 
government in December 1997. and the smaller 
dissident groups whose demands for full autonomy had 
not been met by the accord. Each group accused the 
other side of targeting their members. There were 
reports that Bangladesh army personnel were 
responsible for human rights violations agamst tribal 
people, including killing at least three Jumma people 
and settlng on fire several Jumma homes. 

There were continuing concerns about the slow pace of 
the implementation of all provisions of the peace accord. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Bangladesh: Human rights in the Chlttagong Hill 

Tracts {Al lndelCA5A 13/00112000) 
• Bangladesh: Torture and impunity (AI Index: ASA 

13/007/2000) 
Visits 
AI delegates visited Bangladesh in May and November. 
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BELAR US 

REPUBLIC OF BELARUS 
Head of state: Alyaksandr lukashenka 
Head of government: VladlmirYermoshin (replaced 
Sergey ling in February) 
Capital: Minsk 
Population: 10.2 million 
Official languages: Belarusian, Russian 
Death penalty: retentionist 

The year 2000 brought no improvement in the 
human rights situation, resulting in repeated 
international condemnation. A prominent journalist 
apparently "disappeared" and no progress was made 
in clarifying the possible "disappearances" of 
opposition figures in 1999. A numberot prisoners of 
conscience remained imprisoned. Hundreds of 
people were arrested for peaceful opposition 
activities. There were allegations that police ill· 
treated detainees. Belarusian legislation did not 
al low for conscientious objectors to military service 
to undertake a n  alternative civi lian service. The 
death penalty continued to be imposed in secret 

Background 
The opposition continued to protest peacefully against 
President lukashenka, calling for genuinely democratic 
parhamentary and presidential elecuons 
Parliamentary elections were eventually held in 
October. but the results were disputed. The 
Organization for Secuflty and Co-operation in Europe 
and variOUS Western governments refused to send 
observers because of senous doubts about the fairness 
of the elections 

Intergovernmental bodies 
Durmg 2000, Belarus' human nghts record became the 
focus of criticism of a number of mtergovernmental 
bodies_ In January the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe expressed "Its profound concern that 
Belarus contmues to fall senously short of Council of 
Europe standards as regards plurahst democracy, the 
rule of law and human rights-, 

Belarus was also scrutinized by the UN Committee 
against Torture m November, which expressed concern 
about "ltlhe numerous continuing allegations of torture 
and other cruel, Inhuman and degrading punishment or 
treatment. committed by offiCials of the State party or 
With their acquiescence, particularly affecting political 
opponents of the government and peaceful 
demonstrators, and Including disappearances, 
beatings, and other actions in breach of the 
Convention-. The Committee recommended that the 
authorities correct their failure to impartially 
investigate these persistent human rights violations 
and "consider establishing an independent and 
impartial governmental and non-governmental 
national human rights commission with effective 
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powers to, Inter alia, promote human fights and 
investigate al l  complaints of human rights violations" 

Possible 'disappearances' 
There was concem about the posSible "disappearance" of 
Dmltry Zavadsky, a teleVision cameraman, who went 
missing on 7 July- He failed to meet a colleague from 
RUSSian Public TeJevislon, Pavel Sheremet, at Minsk 
airport. The Belarusian authontlesdenied any 
Involvement In the apparent "disappearance" and blamed 
theopposilion for staging it. Both Dmitry Zavadsky and 
Pavel Sheremet had previously been detamed by the 
authontles forthelr journalisllc activities 
a There was no new information about the 
whereabouts of oPPOsItion figures who apparently 
"disappeared" In Minsk in 1999: the former Minister of 
the Interior, Yury Zakharenko, and the first secretary 
chairman of the dissolved parliament, Viktor Gonchar, 
and his companion, Anatoly Krasovsky 

Prisoners of conscience 
Two political opponents of President lukashenka were 
sentenced to prison terms after high profile trials 
during 2000. AI believed the real reason for their 
Imprisonment was to suppress their opPOsition 
activities. In addition, a number of protesters were 
sentenced to shorter penods of detention, usually after 
being arrested dUring peaceful demonstrations. 
a On 19 May Minsk City Court convicted sz-year-old 
Mikhail Chlgir, a prominent OPPOSition leader and 
former Prime Minister, of abuse of power. The charges 
related to a poSition he had held as head of a bank 
before becommg Prime Mmlster in 1994. The Court 
sentenced him to three years m prison, two of which 
were suspended, and ordered him to pay a large fine as 
compensallon to the state. Since he had spent eight 
months in pre-trlal detention In 1999, he did not have 
to serve the remainder of his sentence. 
a Andrey Khmov, a 34-year-old member of the 
dissolved parliament and political opponent of 
PreSident lukashenka, was arrested on 1 1  February 1998 
on charges relating to his busmess interests_ He was 
sentenced to SIX years' imprlsonment at a hard labour 
colony with confiscation of property by the Leninsky 
court in Minsk on 17 March 2000. Andrey Klimov jomed 
another prisoner of conscience and former opponent 
of PreSident lukashenka, Vladlmlf Koudmov, who was 
also imprisoned on charges relating to hiS bUSiness 
Interests after an unfair trial in August 1997 

Release of possible prisoner of conscience 
On 5 October Vasslly leonov, former Minister of 
Agriculture and director of the agriculture company 
Rassvet, was released in a pnson amnesty, He was 
convicted in January of taking bribes and sentenced to 
fouryears' lmprisonment on charges which members of 
the OPposllion claimed were politically motlvated_ By 
October he had already spent nearly three years in prison. 

Harsh conditions of detention 
Protesters detained dUring peaceful demonstrations, 
and those detained at the time of parliamentary 
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elections In October, frequently complained about the 
conditions of detention. AI has also expressed concern 
about conditions in prisons and pre-trial detention 
centres which fall well below International standards 
and amount to cruel, Inhuman and degrading treatment 
a On )o March Vyacheslav Sivchik, deputy chairman 
of the Belarusian Popular Front, received a lo-day 
prison sentence for his part In organizing a 
demonstration several days previously. After his 
release from the Okrestina detention centre he 
reportedly stated that he was deliberately placed In a 
cell with a broken window while the weather was very 
cold. He alleged that fellow Inmates with a severe form 
of tuberculosIs were kept together with other 
prisoners. In addition, on the last rlay of his 
imprisonment. guards allegedly spread disinfectant all 
over the cell while the prisoners were still in it. 

Detention of protesters 
During ItS third periodic review of Belarus in November, 
the UN Committee against Torture expressed concern 
about �perslstent abrogations of the right 10 freedom of 
expression, such as limitations of the Independence of 
the press, and of the right to peaceful assembly·. During 
2000 AI continued to receive numerous reports of 
people who were arrested for exercising these rights. 
a In the run-up to the elections in October. 
protesters In various cities and towns, including Minsk, 
Bobruysk and Vitebsk. were reportedly detained by 
police because of their attempts to organize a boycott 
of the elections. A number were reportedly fined. and 
their learlets and other materials confiscated. 
a In November over 100 young protesters. many of 
them minors, were detained by police In Mlnsk after 
staging an unauthorized demonstration. The police 
reportedly used considerable force to herd them onto 
police buses and into police vans. 

" 

DUring an unauthOrIZed demonstration in Minskon 25 
March. between 400 and 500 demonstrators were 
reportedly detained for several hours by the police. At 
least )o journalists covering the demonstration were 
also targeted by the authonties. There were reports 
that pohce officers used unnecessary force to detain 
some protesters. A number of people complained of 
being knocked to the ground, beaten With truncheons, 
kicked by police officers and verbally abused. 
a Yury Belenkl, deputy chairman of the Conservative 
Christian Party of the Belarusian Popular Front, al leged 
that he and hiS companions were attacked by a group of 
police officers on Yakub Kolas Square in Minskon 25 
March. He stated that he was hit in the face with a 
truncheon, knocked off his feet and repeatedly 
punched and kicked. He was then arrested and held in 
detention for three days. The relevant prosecutor's 
orfice In Mlnsk reportedly refused to Investigate his 
allegations of police ill-treatment. 

Conscientious objection 
Belarusian legislation does not allow conscientiOUs 
objectors to mi litary service to undertake an 
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alternative Civilian service. Military conscTlptlon is 
compulsory for men aged between 18 and 27 and lasts 18 
months, except for university graduates. who serve 12 
months. 
a On 2) March Valentm Gulai, a 21-year-old Jehovah's 
Witness. was gIven a suspended r8-month prison 
sentence by Rechltsa regional court for refUSing to 
perform mIlitary service. The sentence was conditional 
and required him to spend 18 months working on state 
construcllon proJects. Gomel regional court later 
reduced the sentence to a one-year suspended 
sentence. 

AI country reports and visit 
Reports 
• POSSible -disappearances- in Belarus (AI Index: EUR 

49/003/2000) 
• Belarus: Conscientlous objectorValentln Gulal 

IAl lndex: EUR 49/012/2000) 
• Belarus: Dissent and ImpUnity IAl lndex: EUR 

49/01412000) 
Visit 
AI delegates VISited Mtnsk in March to take part In a 
human rights conference, to monitor a demonstration 
and trial and to meet lawyers and non·governmental 
organizations. 

BELGI U M  

KINGDOM OF BELGIUM 
Head of state: King Albert II 
Head of government: Guy Verhhofstadt 
Capital: Brussels 
Population: 10.2 million 
Official languages: Dutch, French, German 
Death penalty: abolItionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the involve­
ment of children in armed conflict; Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court 

There were further allegations that criminal suspects 
were ill-treated by law enforcement officers and that 
asylum-seekers were ill-treated during forcible 
deportations and in detention centres for aliens. 
Criminal investigations were opened or continued 
into many such incidents. By the end of 2000 nobody 
had been brought to justice in connection with the 
death in 1 99B of an asylum-seeker asphyxiated after 
gendarmes pressed a cushion over her face during 
forcible deportation. There was concern that. 
although a proposed government reform of asylum 
procedures, announced in November, would 
introduce welcome and substantial simplification of 
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the existing system, certain provisions could restrict 
access to fair and impartial refugee determination 
procedures and might result in the refoulement 
(forcible repatriation) of people at risk of serious 
human rights violations. Four Rwandese nationals 
were charged with war crimes committed during the 
1994 genocide in Rwanda. 

Allegations of police ill-treatment 
Many allegations of I ll-treatment concerned non­
CaucaSian Belgian and foreign nationals. often 
accompanied by reports of racist abuse. In its annual 
report to parliament. the Permanent MonitOring 
Committee of Police Services. known as Committee p. 
recorded dozens of complaints of physical ill­
treatment, threats, IntImidation and verbal abuse by 
law enforcement officers_ It emphasized the 
importance of Improved training. The annual report of 
the Centre for Equal Opportunities and Opposition to 
RaCIsm. a body reporting to the Prime Mimster and 
parliament. recorded some decrease in the number of 
complaInts of racIsm and discrimInation. including 
complaints of ill-treatment. by law enforcement 
offIcers. However. noting the regular recurrence of 
such complaints. it also recommended Increased 
training. 

The European CommIssion against RaCIsm and 
lmolerance (ECRI) of the Council of Europe published 
its second report on Belgium In March. It stressed "the 
urgent need to address the problem of manifestations 
of racism on the part of some law enforcement 
offiCIals. as well as the need to prOVIde the means for a 
better response on the part of the authoritIes Gudicial 
and non-judicial) to complaints of racist behaviour " It 
reported recurrent complaints of "discriminatory 
Identity checks�. many of which resulted in counter­
accusatlons of resistmg arrest or insulting police 
officers. as well as complaints of "bodily inJuries. 
arbitrary detention and humiliating treatment." it 
found that a ·conslderable proportion of complamants 
are young males of North-African origin. � 

It indicated that the number of formally registered 
complaints did not renec! the true extent of the 
problem ·slnce many members of mlnonty groups are 
reluctant to resort to a formal complaint. due to lack of 
confidence In the possibility of redress or fear of 
further reprisals" and that when complaints were filed 
there was "evidence to suggest that. .. the response of 
the judicial authorities IS unSatisfactory. � ECRI said that 
"ltlhe police service appears reluctant to acknowledge 
any incidence of racist behaviour on the part of its 
officers. In addition. a serious lack of transparency IS 
reported. as complainants are very rarely Informed by 
the policeauthonties of the results of the procedures.·  
It concluded that "'tlhls SituatIon contributes to the 
impression that members of police forces enJoy virtual 
Impunit(. 

In response the authorities emphasized the 
Introduction of new training programs for law 
enforcement officials and judges. They also cited the 
inclusion of a code of professIonal conduct in 
legislation setting out baSIC prinCiples for a new police 
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service. Integrating the existing gendarmerie. Judicial 
and communal police forces. due to become 
operational ln 2001. 
a Charles Otu. a Belgian citizen of Ghanaian origin. 
al leged that he was repeatedly physically assaulted. 
threatened and subjected to racist abuse by law 
enforcement officers in Brussels on 14 October. He had 
refused to hand over hiS car-keys. but offered hiS 
driving and identity documents to two gendarmes who 
approached him while he was sitting in hiS car at traffic 
lights, He said that he was dragged out of the car. 
thrown to the ground. handcuffed. then kicked and hit 
wIth truncheons and that later both gendarmes. JOined 
by an offIcer of the communal police. assaulted him 
again In a hospital car-park. He claimed that after 
transfer to a gendarmerie post. two more gendarmes 
joined in a renewed assault. observed by colleagues. 
and that one officer kicked him with such force in the 
abdomen that he defecated involuntarily. A medIcal 
certificate issued within hours of his release later that 
day recorded cuts and bruises 10 hiS face and multiple 
brUiSing to hiS body. The gendarmes saId that they had 
approached Charles Otu because they had seen him 
commit a traffic offence. that they believed he was 
drunk and that he had violently reSisted them. injuring 
several oHicers 

During deportation and in detention centres for aliens 
There were new allegations of foreign nationals being 
subjected to excessive use of force and Il l-treatment 
during forCible deponauons from Brussels-National 
aIrport and \0 some detention centres for aliens. Delays 
were reported In some investigations into cases from 
prevIous years 

In a POSitive development. a decree Issued by the 
Minister forTransport In April explicllly banned 
methods of restraint involVing the full or partial 
obstruction of the airways of people being deported 
under gendarmerie escort. as well as the use of sedatIve 
or other drugs to subdue such people against theIr 
Wishes. The decree also directed that a doctor or an 
Independent observer should accompany any group of 
more than four people being forcibly deported under 
gendarmerie escort. This apparently followed 
diSCUSSions between the MinIstry and the Belgian 
Cockpit Association whose members had, for a three· 
month period 10 1999. refused to carry passengers 
belOg forcibly deported because of incidents. including 
alleged ill-treatment. and security problems ariSing on 
board such nights. 
a Klfle Alemayhu. an Ethiopian national. a lleged that 
he was il l-treated by gendarmes on 20 May. duringa 
fourth attempt to deport him from the country agalOst 
his will. A fifth unsuccessful attempt was made to 
deport him on J June. He lodged a formal complaint of 
ill-treatment in June. supported by a medical report 
issued by a doclOr attached to Vouem detention centre 
where he was transferred immedIately after the May 
deportation attempt. It recorded a perforated ear· 
drum and Injuries to his Wrists. apparently as a result of 
hand restraints. 
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a The results of a criminal investigation Into the 
circumstances surrounding the death ofSemira Adamu, 
a lo-year-old Nigenan national who died In September 
1998 after gendarmes pressed a cushion over her face 
dunnga deportation operation, were still unknown 
over twO years later The so-called �cushlon techniqueW 
-a dangerous but authorized method of restramt at 
that time-allowed gendarmes to press a cushion 
against the mouth, but not the nose, of a recalcitrant 
deportee. In 1998, three gendarmes were placed under 
Investigation In connection with possIble manslaughter 
charges. In October Al sought confirmation from the 
Minister of justice of reports that the Investlgatlng 
magistrate had concluded his Inquiries m February and 
that the PubliC Prosecutor's Offjcp would be submuting 
the dOSSIer to a COUrl (chambredu conseil) later In 
October where a Judge would decide on any requests 
for prosecutlon. In November the Minister indicated 
that no decision had yet been taken 
a There were allegations that Xhevdet Ferri, an 
asylum-seeker of Albanian ongin, was subjected to 
medical neglect and cruel and degrading treatment 
before he died In Steenokkerzeel detention centre 
127-bis on II October He participated In a breakout 
from the prison on that day but, after fellow escapees 
observed hIm lying on the ground in pain. they alerted 
the centre's personnel. It was claImed that when 
gendarmes arrived to recapture Xhevdet Ferri they 
found him lying on the ground near a perimeter wall. 
groaning, but handcuffed him and took him back to the 
centre in their vehicle. without any medical 
examination. The gendarmes then allegedly dragged 
him by hIS feel from the vehicle, while he cried out that 
he was i l l  and in pain. It was also reported that he was 
locked In the cell with a fellow escapee, again without 
any mechcal examination being carried out. HIS 
condition rapidly detenorated and he died in the cell 
after attempts to resuscitate him failed. A cnminal 
investigation was promptly opened Into his death. 
a An investigation IntO a criminal complaint of ill­
treatment lodged In November 1998 by Blandine 
Kanlki. a 20-year-old asylum-seeker from the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, had stIli not 
concluded by the end of 2000 She had alleged that in 
October 1998 she and other inmates ofSteenokkerzeel 
detention centre 117-bis were subjected to an 
indiscriminate phYSical assault by helmeted gendarmes 
armed with batons and shields and that as a result of 
that and medical neglect, she suffered a miscarriage. 
The outcome of an lOternal investigation opened 1Oto 
the incidents in Ihe detentIon centre was unknown. 

Universal jurisdiction 
In june, four Rwandese nationals reSiding In Belgium 
were committed for trial before Ihe Brussels Court of 
Assizes. accused of committing war cnmes in the Butare 
region of Rwanda In the context of the 1994 genocide. 
The trial was expected to take place in 1001. 

Legislation enacted in 1993 and 1999 made specifiC 
provision for Belgian courts to exercise umversal 
jurisdiction over war crimes In International and non­
internallonal armed conflict. genocide and crimes 
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against humanity, including torture. Criminal 
proceedings were reportedly under way, and were at 
varIOus stages of investIgation. into complaints lodged 
against a number of leaders and prominent members of 
past and present administrations of variOUS foreign 
states, including Cambodia. Chile. the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Iran, Morocco and Rwanda 

AI country reports and visit 
Reports 
• Concerns in Europe, January - June 2000: Belgium 

(AI Index: EUR 01 1003/2000) 
• Belgium: The death ofSemlra Adamu - Justice still 

awaited (AI Index: EUR 14/003/2000) 
• Belgium: The death ofXhevdet Fern (AI Index: EUR 

14/004/2000) 
Visit 
An AI delegate VISited Belgium in January to conduct 
research Into alleged ill-treatment 

BELIZE 

BELIZE 
Head ofstate: Queen EII20beth 11, represented by 
Colvl lle Young 
Head of government: Said Musa 
Capital: Belmopan 
Population: 0.2 mllhon 
Official language: EnglISh 
Death penalty: retentionlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; UN 
Convention aga inst Racism; Optional Protocol to the UN 
Children'S Convention on the involvement of children In 
armed conflict; Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court 

Two people were sentenced to death, but no one was 
executed. Reports of torture and shootings by police 
in disputed circumstances continued. Prison 
conditions remained poor, although some measures 
for improvement were taken by the government. The 
scope of the law under which corporal punishment 
can be carried out was extended twice. 

Death penalty 
Death by hanging was mandatory for murder. except 
where extenuating circumstances could be proved. The 
last execution for murder was carned out In june 1985. 
There were nine people on death row, two of whom 
were sentenced during 2000. 
a Aureho Pop was convicted of murder and sentenced 
to death on ]1 March. HIS appeal against the death 
sentence was turned down by the Court of Appeal 
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a Robert HIli was sentenced to death on 1 0  April. 
However. the Court of Appeal ordered a retnal 
(ollowinga successful appeal agamst the sentence. 
a The appeal against the sentence of Patrick Reyes, 
convicted of murder in 1999, was dismissed by the 
Belize (aurt or Appeal on 2.8 March 
a lnJune Estevan Sho, who was convicted of murder 
and sentenced to death on 2. December 1999, had his 
sentence commuted to 15 years' lmprlsonment on 
appeal 

Reports of torture by police. and of excessive use of 
force. continued. Human rights organizations, lawyers 
andJournalisls reported that ill-treatment and torture 
by the secUrity forces were widespread but often 
remained unreported because of victims' fear of 
retahauon 
a Police officers allegedly beat Charhe Slusher and 
Norman 'Tilliman� NLir1ez in August, In Belmopan, as 
they made their way to a party in the Orange Walk 
dlstnct. Followlnga police investigation, the 
Commissioner of Police reportedly removed an 
Inspector and Assistant Inspector from active duty 
pending disciplinary proceedings. Two police 
constables were also under further investigation. 
a Randolph MIller was allegedly beaten In July and 
had his hand broken by an officer at the Department of 
Corrections in the presence of another officer, after he 
was recaptured by police after hiS escape from 
Hattieville pnson. An investigation was carried out by 
the Ombudsman. 

Police shootings 
Reports of police shootings In disputed circumstances 
continued. 
a leshe "Mobley" Smith was reportedly killed by 
police on 19 August after they tried to arrest him. Police 
reports indicated that he was armed with a knife, but 
other witnesses apparently contested this. The Internal 
Affairs Desk of the Belize Police Force conducted an 
investigation and announced that it would pass the file 
to the Director of Pohce Prosecutions 

Prison conditions 
Conditions in Haltlevllle Rehabilitation Centre, the 
main penal Institution in Belize, were reported to be 
very poor. The main concerns included poor sanltauon, 
lack of water and toilet faCilities, and lack of facilities 
for prisoners to have confidenual consultations with 
their lawyers. The prison was severely overcrowded, 
holding more than twice the 500 inmates it was 
deSigned for There were reports of pnsoners being 
beaten by other Inmates. There was a rlO( in March In 
which one inmate died and three O(hers were shot. 
a Jason Flowers was found hanging In his cell on 7 
November His mother and other relatives rejected the 
presumption of suicide and alleged that he was 
murdered by Inmates 

A government minister stated that measures to 
Improve conditions had been taken 10 2000, including 
the introduction of a clinic with three nurses and a 
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doctor and the opening of a female facility in August. 
Officials also stated that foreign prisoners would be 
deported to their countries of ongln to ease 
overcrowding, giving rise to concern that some might 
be at nsk of human rights violations on their return 

Corporal punishment 
Corporal pUnishment was reinstituted In prisons m 
February as a punishment for mutiny, inCitement to 
mutinY, or gross personal violence to an officer. It was 
used retrospectively as a punishment for cnmes 
committed before It was introduced. In addition, from 
I July, the offences for which corporal punishment 
could be used were extended to include possession of 
weapons or attempted escape from prison. 
a In March Nehru Smith received 12 lashes with a 
tamannd whip and Bert Elijlo received six, both for 
al legedly stabbing fellow Inmates. 

AI country report 
• Belize: Government commitments and human rights 

(Al lndex:AMR 16/00312000) 

B H UTAN 

KINGDOM OF BHUTAN 
Head of state: King J lgme 5lngye Wangchuck 
Head of government: Yeshi Zimba (replaced Sangay 
Ngedup In August) 
Capital: Thlmphu 
Population: 0.6 million 
Official language: Dzongkha 
Death penalty: abolitionist in practice 

Amid increased international attention, there was a 
breakthrough in negotiations between Bhutan and 
Nepal on the right of almost 1 00,000 Nepali· 
speaking people in refugee camps in eastern Nepal 
to return to Bhutan. Torture by police was reported. 
leaders of political parties in exile were reportedly 
arrested on their return. 

Background 
Finance Minister Yeshi 21mba took office as Chairman 
to the CounCil of MInisters in August. A new system of 
·security clearance certtftcates·, issued by the Royal 
Bhutan Police, replaced "no objection certificales� and 
"police clearance certifIcates". However, there were 
COntinuing concerns that members of the Nepali­
speaking community would continue to face 
discrimination when applying for such certificates in 
order to be able to obtam work, promotion or business 
hcences or to travel abroad. on the basis that they had 
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contacts wIth �anti·natlonals� in refugee camps in 
Nepal. As part of strengthentng the country's legal 
framework, new charge-sheets were Introduced on 
which police must enter the sections of the law under 
which a person Is to be charged. 

Nepali-speaking refugees 
Several high-level delegations visited the country to 
discuss wIth the authorities the plight of people living in 
refugee camps tn Nepal since the early 19905. Among 
them were US State Department officials who visited in 
January and December. 

After her visit in April, the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees reported that Bhutan was ready to proceed 
with Joint verification of people livIng in the camps to 
determine their eligibility for IncluSion in a future 
voluntary repatriation program. However, 10 May the 
ninth round of mlnistenal talks between Bhutan and 
Nepal failed to reach agreement. Bhutan's poSitiOn was 
that individuals over the age of 18 should be verified 
individually while Nepal wanted the unit of verification 
to be the head of the family. A compromise formula. put 
forward by the High Commissioner was initially 
rejected by Bhutan. In late December. Nepal and 
Bhutan finally reached an agreement on the 
mechanisms and unit of verification. AJoint verification 
team -consisting of five officials from each 
government -was mandated to first validate the family 
units and then proceed to venfy heads of families and 
IOdividual units. 

In September the European Parliament passed a 
resolutlon calhng on �the Governments of Bhutan and 
Nepal. in cooperatlon with all parties involved. to reach 
an agreement which will allow the early and voluntary 
repatriatlon of the refugees to their country of orlgin� 

Torture by police was reported. 
e Tul Man Tamang. a 30·year·old construction 
worker, was arrested on 27 June on suspicion of 
organizlOg political actlvities. He was taken to the 
police station at Chimakothl lO Chhukha district where 
he was allegedly kicked and beaten with a cane, leather 
belt and riOe butt on his back, legs and buttocks. He was 
reportedly held incommunicado in a dark cell for three 
days before being taken to the police station at 
Phuntshollng on the border with India. He was forced 
to sign a statement saying he was leaving the country of 
his own free will and was forcibly exiled to India. 

Arrests of politicians 
Several leaders of political parties in exile who 
returned to Bhutan were arrested. Some remained held 
at the end of the year. 
a N.l. Katwal. a central committee member of the 
Bhutan Gorkha National Liberation Front. was 
reportedly among more than 50 people arrested during 
a demonstration in Phuntshollng in April. 
a Ugyen Tenzing. a member of the Druk·Yul Peoples 

Democratic Party. was reportedly arrested In Samtse 

district 10 June and taken to Thimphu police 

headquarters. 
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AI country report 
• Bhutan: Nationality, Expulsion, Statelessness and the 

RI9htto Return (AI Index; ASA 14/001 12000) 

BO LIVIA 

REPUBLIC OF BOLIVIA 
Head of state and government: Hugo Banzer Suarez 
Ca pita I: la Paz 

Population: 8.3 million 
Official language: Spanish 
Death penalty: Abolltlonist forordlnary cnmes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

Human rights violations were reported in 
Cochabamba Department in the context of a state of 
siege. Scores of people were arbitrarily detained and 
human rights activists and journalists were harassed 
and intimidated. Conditions in prisons and detention 
centres constituted cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment. Human rights violations were reported in 
El Chapare region. 

Background 
A stale of sIege was declared on 8 Apnl following 
demonstrations against a government waterworks 
project in the City of Cochabamba. Department of 
Cochabamba. Scores of uOlon and community leaders 
were arrested; most were held 10 incommunicado 
detention and sent Into Internal exile. Five people, 
including an army officer and a mtnor. were reportedly 
killed during violent confrontations between 
protesters and the military. A media blackout was 
imposed and local radiO stations were forced off the air. 
The state of siege was lifted on 20 April arter the 
government reached an agreement wuh peasant and 
trade umon organizations. All those arrested were 
released without charge. 

Police brutality 
Demonstrations called 10 January and February by the 
Coordmadora Departamental de Defensa del Agua y la 
V/da, Coordinating Committee for the Defence of Water 
and Life. in Cochabamba. were met with excessive use 
of force by the police and the military. The security 
forces indlscnmlnately fired tear gas. rubber bullets 
and pellets into the crowds. There were also reports of 
disproporuonate use of force by the secunty forces 
against demonstrators m April. Scores of people were 
injured and four died. mcludlnga minor. 
e In February. 1-4·year·old Wanderley Slrtanl Cardoso 
was doused with tear gas and sustained a fractured 
coccyx as a result of a beating by members of the 
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security forces. A few days later he collapsed at school 
and had to be taken to hospital where It was confirmed 
that he had suffered a brain haemorrhage 
� In Apnl, 17-year-old Hugo Daza was shOl dead In 
Cochabamba at the tIme that an armyorficer In cIvilian 
clothmg was seen flnng Into the crowd dunnga 
demonstration, Investigauons were reportedly Initiated 
by the army IOta the mCldent 

Scores of people were detamed In February; all were 
reportedly beaten by the secumy forces 

Hours before the Slate of siege was declared in Apnl, 
hooded police officers raided the homes of union 
leaders and members of the Coordmatlng Committee 
for the Defence of Water and Life In Cochabamba. 
arresting the leaders, beaung members of their 
families, stealing household goods, and shooting at 
neIghbours with pellets, There were also reports that 
people, Including minors, were detained In La Paz 
Department and tortured to coerce them Into 
incnmlnatlng community or union leaders. No 
investigations were initIated mto these incIdents, The 
government denied that mInors had been ill-treated. 
a Slxteen-year-old Pedro AleJandro testtfled that in 
February he had been subjected to electnc shocks on 
hIS testicles whIle he was under arrest at a police 
station. 
a Slxteen-year-old David Gonia Bentto was arrested 
In April In Cochabamba by police and taken to the 
offices of the Grope Especial de Seguridad, Security 
Special Group, where he was badly beaten with a chain 
and hose. HIS nose was broken and his torso badly 
bruised, He managed to escape a few hours later 

Freedom of expression 
Several journalists and human nghts activists who were 
perceived as critical of the government or who had 
publicly cnticlzed the authontles' acttons In 
Cochabamba were threatened and Intimidated 
a Journalists Osvaldo Rloja and Jhenny OSinaga 
receIved anonymous death threats after their 
television network broadcast footage of an army officer 
In CIVIlian clothing firing at the crowd dunng a 
demonstration in Cochabamba in April 
a Sacha 1I0renti, Legal AffairS Secretary of the 
Asamblea Permanente de Derechos Humanos, 
Permanent Human nghts Assembly, received 
anonymous death threats In August The threals were 
believed to be linked to hiS role In filing Judicial 
complaints and calling for independent investigations 
covermg human nghts violattons committed dunng the 
state of siege. 

Prison conditions 
Conditions In pnsons and pre-tnal detention centres 
fell well below international minImum standards and 
amounted In most cases to cruel. degrading or inhuman 
treatment. Most prisoners and detainees received 
madequate medIcal care and were housed In poorly 
heated and ventilated, squalid and Insanitary 
condUions. Many were forced to sleep on the floor In 
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overcrowded communal rooms, halls and open yards 
Access to washing faCilitIes was limited and the quality 
of food and water was very poor Detainees at the high 
security pnson of San Pedro de Chonchocoro in La Paz 
were reportedly tortured and ill-treated; AI delegates 
IntervIewed two Inmates who had been tortured the 
day before their Visit 10 the pnson. No Investigauon 
was known to have been initiated Into their al legations. 

El Chapare 
Reports of human rights VIolations in the context of Ihe 
eradication of coca leaf crops In El Chapare increased In 
the second half of the year, In September and October 
security forces reportedly used exceSSive and arbitrary 
force against groups of demonstrators who had been 
blockading the main roads in the El Chapare area In 
protest ar government poliCIes. Ten people dIed and 
more than 100 were Injured. 

AI country reports and visit 
Reports 
• BoliVia; A shameful pnson system (AI Index: AMR 

1 8/00612000) 
• Bolivia: The state of sIege is no excuse for human nghts 

Violations (AI Index: AMR 18/002/2000) 
• Bolivia: There can be no Justification for human nghts 

Violations (Al lndex:AMR 18/011 /2000) 
Visit 
AI delegates viSited BoliVia between June and July and 
IntelViewed prisoners and detainees in nine prisons and 
detention centres in la Paz, Santa Cruz. Cochabamba and 
El Chapare. The delegates held meetmgs at mtnistenal 
and local authonty level. 
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BOSNIA­

HERZEGOVINA 

BOSNIAAND HERZEGOVINA 
Head of state: three-member rotating presidency- Alija 
Izetbegov,c, l,vko Radil'c and Ante Jelav,c 
President of the Muslim/Croat Federation of Bosnia­
Herzegovina: Ejup Gamt 
President of Republika Srpska: vac.ant until December 
Heads of national government: rotating premiership­
SpasoJe Tulevllak, Martm Raguz, 
Capital: Sarajevo 
Population: 3.97 million 
Official languages: Bosnlan, Croatian, Serbian 
Death penalty: abolItionist for ordlnarycnmes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Second Optional 
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death 
penalty; Optional Protocol to the UN Children's Con· 
vention on the involvement of children In armed conflict; 
Optional Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome 
Statute of the International Criminal Court 

Overwhelming international involvement in political 
and administrative matters in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
continued to contribute to the stabilization and 
normalization of the country during 2000. There was a 
substantial increase in the number of refugees and 
displaced persons returning to their prewar 
communities, now administered and mostly inhabited 
by members 01 another ethnic group (minority returns) 
- such returns had been disappointingly few in past 
years despite considerable efforts by the international 
community. However, there remained serious concerns 
about the overall human rights situation, in particular 
the lack of genuine commitment by local authorities 
to protect human rights and address past violations. 
Most perpetrators of the massive and grave abuses of 
human rights committed during and in the wake olthe 
civil war continued to enjoy impunity. Tens of 
thousands of people remained unaccounted for; many 
had "disappeared" during the war. Trials olpolitical 
prisoners often failed to meet internationally 
recognized standards offairness. l ll-treatmentof 
people in police custody persisted, especially 01 
socially marginalized groups such as the Roma. 

Background 
Bosnia-Herzegovina conSIsts of two entities -the 

Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina (Federation) and the 

Republika Srpska {RS)-and the autonomous multl­

ethnic dIstrict of BrCko. Both entities and the Brtko 

district have their own government, legislature, Judicial 

system, police and armed forces. The central 

government, composed of representatives of the three 

constituent peoples -Serbs, Croats and BoS01acs- was 

too weak and mternally divided to carry out its 
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functions effectively. A political and governmental cnsls 
continued In the RS for a second year; there was no 
preSIdent and the caretaker government was subjected 
to repeated no-confidence votes by the RS parliament 

MU01clpal elections took place 10 March, whIch 
resulted In a general consolidation of the power of the 
malO nauonahst parties. although the opposition SOCIal 
Democratic Party (SDP) made conSIderable galOs In 
some urban areas In the Federation. In November, 
general elections took place, as welt as presidential 
elections in the RS, 10 which results reflected the 
outcome of the municipal elections. Mtrko Sarovlc was 
elected preSident of the RS. 

In July the Constitutional Court of Bosnla­
HerzegovlOa - comprislOg rour judges from the 
Federation, two judges from the RS, and three 
mternational Jurists- ruled that the Bosnlac, Serb and 
Croatian peoples were entitled to enJoy equal nghts 
throughout the country. The ruling meant that the 
Constitutions of the Federation and the RS needed to be 
amended. as neither recognized the equal rlghrs of all 
three nationalities. However, by the end or the year no 
such amendments had been made. In February the RS 
parliament adopted a law establishing a multi-ethnic 
ombudsperson institution. In June a new CrimInal Code 
was passed by the RS parhament which no longer 
prOVided for the death penalty 

Minority returns 
According to figures published by the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), more than 
60,000 registered minority returns took place dunng 
2000. Following a comprehensive registratIOn 
exerCise In the Federation and RS, the number of 
Internally displaced people and refugees at the end of 
2000 was placed at around 500,000 and 700.000 
respectively, as compared to around 8]0,000 and 
60,000 at the end of 1999 

This significant Increase 10 the number of returns 
was pnmarily caused by the massive and spontaneous 
return of displaced people to destroyed hOUSIng, 
mostly outSide urban areas. International monitors 
remained concerned that returns to town and city 
centres were proceedingslowly, if at all, primanly as a 
result of the failure to Implement property legislation 
Statistics on the implementation of property legislation 
compiled by various internallonal orgamzations on the 
baSIS of Information prOVided by local authorities, 
showed that by the end of 2000, So per cent of claims in 
the Federation had been resolved but in only 21 per cent 
of cases had the property been repossessed by the pre­
war owner or occupant. Statistics for the RS were even 
worse: only 24 per cent of claims had been resolved and 
only nine per cent had resulted in reposseSSion. In 
September, the High Representative, appointed by the 
UN Security CounCil to oversee the CIVilian 
implementation of the Day ton Peace Agreement. 
removed IS government oHiclals from office for their 
obstruction to the return process 

Many of the spontaneous returns proved 
unsustainable because of a lack of fundlOg for the 
reconstruction of housing and infrastructure. 
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In addition to social and economiC obstacles. 
returnees also continued to face violence in many 
areas of the country 
Cl In Bljeljma and JanJa muniCipalities In the RS. 
Bosniac returnees and residents had explosives and 
stones thrown at their houses and were subjected to 
physical assaults In February and June. Police 
reportedly failed to protect them and although 
investigations agamst suspected perpetrators were 
launched, International observers noted that these 
were not conducted diligently or thoroughly and that 
the charges which were eventually brought did not 
reflect the seriousness of the anacks. Further attacks 
took place In October and November. 
Cl In Srebremca, also In the RS. several houses of 
Bosnlac returnees were seton fire in May, June andJuly. 
Cl A very tense situation developed In Brl:ko town In 
October, after a demonstration by Serb secondary 
school students protesting against sharing education 
facilities with 80sniac students turned violent. 80sniac 
houses and shops In the town were reportedly 
vandalized following the demonstrations which then led 
to counter-demonstrations by 8osniacstudents. District 
pohceofflcers al legedly did not take appropriate action 
to prevent and respond to the violence, which to a large 
degree appeared to be organized. 

Prosecutions for war crimes 
International Criminal Tribunal for the formerYugoslavia 
A number of tnals before the International Cnminal 
Tnbunal for the former Yugoslavia (Tribunal) were 
concluded 
a In January, five 80sman Croats were convicted of 
cnmes against humanity In connection With the killing 
of over 100 Bosniac Civilians In the central Bosnian 
Village of Ahmiti in 1993- They received sentences 
ranging from six to 25 years' Imprisonment. 
a In March, another Bosnlan Croat, General Tihomlr 
Blaskic, the highest-ranking army commander tried by 
the Tnbunal to date, was found gUilty of war cnmes 
and crimes against humanity commuted in the lasva 
River valley In central Bosma. He was sentenced to 45 
years' imprisonment, the longest sentence handed 
down so far 

A number of tnals before the Tnbunal were 
continuing at the end of the year. 
B In March Bosnian Serb General Radislav Krstic _ 
accused of planning and ordering the killing of 
thousands of Bosniac men and boys after the fall of the 
former UN protected enclave ofSrebrenica - became 
the first person to go on tnal before the Tribunal on 
charges of genOCide. 
a Also in March the trial began of three Bosnian Serb 
paramilitary commanders accused of crimes against 
humanity in Fota (now renamed Srblnje and In the RS). 
This trial was expected to set legal precedents in 
prosecutions for sexual crimes against women, 
Dragoljub Kunarac, Radornir Koval: and Zoran Vukovic 
were accused, along with five other Bosnian Serbs, of 
the rape and sexual enslavement of Bosniac women 
and girls who were held In detention in Foca or nearby 
towns. 
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el In October Bosnian Serb Mllorad Krnojelac went on 
trial on charges of warcnmes committed in Fota 
pnson 
a The tnal of Bosnlan Croats Dario Kordic and Mano 
Cerkez contlnued for a second year. Both stand accused 
of war cnmes against the Bosniac population in the 
lasva River valley and were originally Included In a 
larger Indictment together with Tihomir Blaskl(: and 
Zlatko Aleksovski, who eventually went on trial 
separately. 
Arrests 
Stabilizatlon Forces (SFOR) arrested four war crimes 
suspects during the year, including the former RS 
presidency member Momtilo Krajisnik, who had been 
secretly indicted for genOCide, crimes against humamty 
and war cnmes committed in a large numberof 
municipalities throughout Bosnia-Herzegovtna The 
arrest of Bosnian Serb Mltar Vaslljevic in January in 
Visegrad tn the eastern RS revealed the eXistence of a 
previously sealed indictment for crtmes under 
Internattonal law committed in that (Own In November 
the Tribunal's Prosecutor revealed that two other 
Bosnian Serbs, Milan and Sredoje LukU:, were tncluded 
in the same indICtment. 

A fifth arrest attempt by SFOR in October in 
Foca/Srbinje resulted in the death of Janko JanJlc, who, 
after SFOR soldiers had entered his flat, reportedly 
detonated a hand grenade and killed himself. He had 
been charged JOintly wtth DragolJub Kunarac, Radomlr 
Kovat and Zoran VukoviC. 

In March, Croatia transferred Mladen Naletilit, a 
Bosnian Croat tndicted for warcnmes tn Mostar, to the 
Tnbunal's custody, follOWing lengthy judiCial 
proceedings to establish his fitness to travel 
Domestic prosecutions 
In the Federallon there were a number of domestic 
criminal proceedings against people accused of war 
cnmes, followmg clearance to proceed from the 
Tnbunal's Prosecutor under the wRules of the Roadw 
procedure which was established to ensure that 
domestic prosecutions would not be brought on an 
arbitrary baSis. Some of these trials posed signifICant 
challenges for local courts which were reqUired to 
impartially and Independently prosecute members of 
their own ethnic group for crimes committed dunng 
the war. 
a In January, the public prosecutor for Herzegovina­
Neretva Canton indicted five Bosnian Croats for war 
crimes including the Mdisappearancesw of Bosnlac 
soldiers In 199). However, even though the OffIce of the 
High Representative had urged the arrest of the five 
suspects, who reportedly appeared In public in Mostar 
regularly, the police failed to arrest them. In August and 
October, three of them gave themselves up to the 
police. In November trial proceedings began, With two 
of the accused being tned in absentia. 

Other criminal tnals revealed that the authorities 
were aware of human rights violatIons committed by 
groups under their control but failed to Investigate 
them adequately or to prosecute the perpetrators. 
a In October and November appeal heanngs were 
conducted in the case of Edin Garapllja, a former officer 
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in the Bosnian secret police. In November hewas 
convicted after the charges against him were changed to 
il l-treatment in the course of duty and his sentence was 
reduced to seven years' imprisonment. He had been 
sentenced in 1997 to 13 years' imprisonment for 
abduction and attempted murder of another police 
officer. In 1996 Edm GarapliJa had been ordered by hiS 
superior officer to detain and question a member of a 
paramilitary unit known as the Seve. After several days 
of questioning the suspect made an attempt to escape 
durmg which Edin GarapliJa reportedly shot and 
wounded him. During subsequent mvestigatlons and 
trial proceedings mto the incident In 1997, Edm 
GarapliJa claimed that he was instructed by his superiors 
to remain silent about hiS investigation or he would lose 
his life. He had not been allowed to be present when hiS 
appeal was heard by the Federation Supreme Court in 
1998, In breach of international fair trial standards. 

The Human Rights Chamber-which together With the 
Ombudsperson's Office forms the national CommiSSion 
on Human Rights. created under the Day ton Peace 
Agreement -ruled inJuly 2000 that appeal proceedings 
in the case of Edin Garaplija should be renewed so he 
could present new evidence to the Supreme Court in 
person. During appeal hearings in October and 
November Edin Garaplija presented the Supreme Court 
with a detailed account of the findings of his 
investigations in 1996, which Implicated various former 
members of the Seveand serving government offiCials In 
criminal activities, Including human rights violations. 
However. no criminal investigations had been launched 
into these allegations by the end of 2000. 

Attacks on the independent media 
Journalists critical of the government and leading 
political offiCials or those connected with them were 
attacked, threatened with death and prosecuted for 
libel. The Organization for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE) reported in April that since the end of 
1999. 65 cases had been registered wherejournallsts' 
civil rights had been violated, many in March and April 
during the period running up 10 municipal elections. By 
August an OSCE helpline, established in May for 
Journalists subjected to such persecution, was reported 
to have registered some 39 new incidents in both the 
Federation and the RS. 
a In June Edin Avdlt, a reporter for the Sarajevo­
based independent weekly Slobodna Bosna, was 
beaten by two unidentified men in front of hiS house in 
SaraJevo. Edln Avdlc had been threatened a week 
earlier by a local businessman affiliated with the 
governing Bosnlac political party. the Party of 
Democratic Action, because he had criticized the 
cultural poliCies of that party. The assailants reportedly 
repeated the earlier message and also delivered a death 
threat. A police Investigation into the attacks was 
launched immediately but had not been concluded by 
the end of the year. 
a In June RS police arrested five men thought to have 
been Involved In the attack on 2eljko Kopanja, editor of 
the Bosnlan Serb independent newspaper NeZ8visne 
nov/ne. who lost both I�s In a car bomb attack in 
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October 1999. All five were released Within days 
without charge 

'Disappearances' 

BOS 

According to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (lCRC) more than 17.500 people remained 
unaccounted for, including 280 detamed prisoners 
registered by ICRC during the war who subsequently 
�disappeared�. 

Exhumatlons continued by both Federation and RS 
government commiSSions on missing persons, 
especially 10 eastern RS. The Federation commission 
exhumed more than 4.000 remalOs. half of whom were 
identified. The RS exhumed several hundred bodies. 
SeriOUS problems persisted with the identification and 
storage of bodies and as a result the RS authOrities 
buried more than 400 unidentified bodies in OClOber 

Some local authOrities actively obstructed the 
preservation of sltes thought to contain mass graves. 
a In Sultanovlti. eastern RS. a plot of land holding 
four mass graves and containing 360 bodies was used 
by nearby Zvormk muniCipality as a rubbish dump for 
more than six months. Although the authorities 
eventually stopped dumping their rubbish there. they 
failed to clear up the waste already accumulated. which 
had reportedly seeped into the soli and damaged the 
bodies buried there. 

AI country report and visits 
Report 
• Bosnia-Herzegovina: Waiting on the doorstep ­

minonty returns to eastern Republika Srpska (AI Index: 
EUR 63/007/2000) 

Visits 
AI visited Bosnia·Herzegovina in March and April to carry 
out research into minonty returns. 
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BRAZIL 

FEDERATIVE REPUBLIC OF BRAZIL 
Head of state and government: Fernando Henrl'que 
cardoso 
Capital: BrasHia 
Population: 170 million 
Official language: Portuguese 
Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children In armed conflict; Rome 
Statute of the International Criminal Court 

The systematic use of torture and i ll-treatment 
continued in police stations, prisons and juvenile 
detention centres. There were no reported 
convictions for torture. Conditions for common 
criminal prisoners and juvenile detainees constituted 
ill-treatment Deaths in custody were rarely, if ever, 
investigated or documented. Killings by police and 
"death squads" linked to the security forces 
increased, especially in urban centres. land reform 
activists and indigenous people involved in land 
disputes were harassed, assaulted and killed both by 
military police and by gunmen hired by local 
landowners, with the apparent acquiescence of the 
police and the authorities. Human rights defenders 
were threatened and attacked. 

Torture and Il l-treatment were routinely inflicted by 
both mil itary police during arrests and by Civil police In 
overcrowded police stations. Beatmgs as a means of 
extracting confeSSions, extortion or maintaining 
control were regularly reported, and electra-shock 
torture, the so-called ·parrot's perch� and other forms 
of torture were used with Impunity. Pnson guards used 
beatings and intimidation to control long-term 
detainees. Few al legations of torture were investigated, 
and many InjUries were attributed to Mresistmg arrest· 
Many police suspected of practising torture were 
transferred toother post lOgs and very few were 
prosecuted under the anti-torture law. By the end of 
2000 there had been no reported convictions under 
this law 
El On 28July, a prison mspection in the Public Jail in 
the city ofSorocaba, sao Paulo state, discovered that a 
number of prisoners had knives hidden In their cells 
The prisoners were forced to walk, i.rI their underpants, 
between two rows of policemen, while bemg beaten 
with sticks, broom handles and electricity cables, 
punched and kicked. Sixteen of the pnsoners were 
found on later medical mspection to have suffered 
severe mjurles. Unusually, the publiC prosecutor's 
office charged 2S Civil policemen and prison guards 
under the anti-torture law However, the police and 
prison guards remained in active service within the 
same prison, where they reponedly COntinued to beat 
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th'e prisoners. Public prosecutors workmg on the case 
received several telephoned threats. warOlng them to 
abandon the prosecution 
f"") In April. AI delegates vlsiled the lemos Brlto 
prison in Salvador. Bahla state. They were unable to 
complete the visit as the dIrector and prison guards 
refused to let them speak to the prisoners alone. and 
military police insisted on filming all conversations, 
claimmg thiS was for the delegates' security. When 
delegates asked the reason for stashes of Iron bars and 
sticks at the guards' desk. the director said they were 
purely to uncover potential escape tunnels hidden 
behmd posters In the prisoners' cells 

Deaths in custody 
There were numerous deaths m custody. Some resulted 
from excessive use of force by guards and mil itary and 
Civil police officers, who were often poorly trained and 
outnumbered during prison riots and disturbances. 
Other prisoners died as a result of inadequate medical 
care and inadequate protection agamst Violence from 
other Inmates 
CS On 11 February 2000 Adroaldo Araujo was arrested 
In sao Fellxdo Xingu, Para state. followmga knife fight 
He was detained by the military police and taken to the 
local police station, where hiS injurIes were mspected 
bya male nurse, who authorized hiS continued 
detention. Adroaldo Araujo was left m his cell. and was 
found dead the next morning, haVing bled to death. The 
case was Investigated by mllnary police from the same 
jUrisdiction. No crlmmal charges were brought, 
although one police sergeant and the nurse were found 
culpable of professional neglIgence 

Children in detention 
The loth anniversary of the Children and Adolescents 
Statute (ECA) was marked by the continued 
deteriorallon of the juvenile detention system. Reports 
of Widespread torture. Ill-treatment, intimidation and 
deaths m custody were compounded by the use of 
excessive force by military police and prison guards 
dUring riots and disturbances 

Juvenile detainees In detention units run by the 
Foundation for the Well-BeIng of Minors (FEBEM) in sao 
Paulo state contmued to suffer cruel. inhuman and 
degrading treatment; large-capacity units were 
extremely overcrowded and had poor sanitation and 
little or no educational faCilities. A rebellion on 10 
November In Paralheiros FEBEM Unit was the 28th such 
upflsingduring2000 in FEBEM units!n the state. Two 
juvenile detainees were tortured after they met the UN 
Special Rapporteur on torture during his visit to the 
Francoda Rocha unit on 2J August. In July AI released a 
report on the juvenile detention system In the state of 
SAo Paul0, documentmgnot only abuses suffered by 
detainees, but also the legal battle waged by the state 
authofltiesagainst attempts to force them to bring 
FEBEM up to the minimum standards required by the ECA. 

Extrajudicial executions and 'death squads' 
Deaths resultmg from excessive use of force by police. 
or In Circumstances suggesting extrajudicial executions, 
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continued. WDeath squadsW, acting with the participation 
or collusion of the police. continued to operate in a 
number of states, including Acre, Bahla. Esplrlto Santo, 
Goias, Rio de Janeiro and RIO Grande do Norte. Moves (0 
reform Rio de Janeiro's notOriOus police forces were 
undermined when political support was withdrawn, 
reportedly after hard-line elements within the pohce 
exerted pressure on the state authorities. 
a In RiO de Janeiro, twO survivors of the 1993 
Candelaria massacre, when eight street children were 
killed by a "death squadW, sufrered Violent deaths. On 12 
June. Sandro do Nascimento hijacked a bus In Rio de 
Janeiro and held a number of people hostage. at 
gunpoint, for several hours. Police shot and injured 
him, then took him to hospital in a police car. He was 
found dead on arrival. as a result of strangulation Five 
police officers accused of involvement in hiS ki lling had 
preventive detention orders revoked by a Judge. but 
the state public prosecutor's office appealed against 
that ruling and sought to bring them to trial. 

Elizabeth Cristina de Ohveira Maia was shot dead 
outSide her home on 26 September. Just before glvmg 
eVidence at the appeal hearing of one of the military 
police accused of involvement in the Candelaria 
massacre. Her murder suggested the Involvement of a 
"death squad". and increased the fears of other 
witnesses m Wdeath squadW trials. 
ey The office ofS:'o Paulo's police Ombudsman 
published a study on the use of lethal force by the 
police in the state during 1999. The study showed, 
among other things, that 56 percent of those killed had 
no previous criminal record, SI per cent were shot m 
the back and 54 per cent were black. 
a Joao Elizio lima Pessoa was driving to hiS home in 
Aguas lindas, Goias Slate, on 7 February. The road was 
blocked by rocks and when he tried to clear them he 
was shot dead, His Wife was also shot. but survived. 
jo:'o ElizlO lima Pessoa had been working with the 
PubliC Security Community Council, investigating 
"death squad" killings in the region. The authOrities 
brought in police from other areas to investigate the 
killing. but AI continued to receive informatton about 
"death squad" activities. 

Human rights defenders 
Human rights defenders continued to suffer 
harassment, death threats. public defamation and 
killings. Those working in rural areas were especially 
vulnerable to attacks from gunmen hired by 
landowners, often with the acquiescence of the police. 

Offices of police Ombudsmen, recently set up in a 
number of states, also came under increasmg pressure, 
as moves were made to weaken their mandate in 
several states. 

The Implementation of a new federal witness program 
in July 1999 gave little security to those prepared to 
testify againSt police or local officials as it lacked the 
necessary finanCial support and political backing. Few 
places were offered to WitneSses, and some potential 
witnesses were killed, especially those testifying In high 
profi le cases such as the Federal Parliamentary 
Commission of InqUiry intO drug trafficking. 

Amnesty Intem.tlon.1 Report 2001 

BRA 

ey Valdenia Aparecida Paulino, a human rights lawyer 
working in sao Paulo, received several anonymous 
threats after she took up the cases of Jose Nunes da 
Sllva and Ednaldo Gomes, reportedly killed by military 
police 10 sao Paulo on 31 March 1999. Marcio Celestlno 
da Silva, who witnessed the shooting of the two men. 
was detalOed by police in June 1999 and held for four 
months. He was beaten. subjected to electric shock 
torture. and ordered to wllhdraw hiS testimony. He was 
forced to go into hiding as he continued 10 receive 
threats 
a In Belem. Para state. police Ombudswoman Rosa 
Marga Roth was taken to court by a police chief who 
was the main suspect in a torture case. The police chief 
accused her of crimes including libel and tampering 
with a witness. At the end of 2000 she faced two court 
cases. 

Violence over land rights 
Connict over land rights continued to generate 
violence. as land awvists were harassed, threatened 
and killed by military police carrymg out evictions. or 
poliCing demonstrations. They were also attacked by 
gunmen hired by landowners. With the apparent 
acquiescence of the police authoflties. 
a On 9 September Sandoval Alves de lIma was shot 
dead in the street. in the mUOlclpalltyof Sape, Paraiba 
state. He was one of the leaders of a land occupation at 
the Fazenda Antasestate in the neighboUring 
municipality of Sobardo. The gunman shouted out as he 
escaped on horseback that there were several more 
names on his death list. The gunman was Identified by 
several witnesses as bemg an employee of a local 
bUSinessman With close links to the owner of the 
Fazenda Amasestate. 
Eldorado de Carajiis massacre 
a The 1999 trial of 153 Para state military pohce 
officers, charged With aggravated homiCide for killing 19 
landless peasants in Eldorado de Carajas 10 April 1996, 
was closed by the state appeals court in April. The 
presidlOgjudge stepped down and a retrial was set to 
begin in early 2001. AI delegates met survivors of the 
massacre In April and were told that of 69 wounded 
survivors, 20 were severely injured and some still had 
bullets 10 their bodies. Two survivOrs died during 2000, 
one from a bullet lodged in his head. 
Corumbiara massacre 
a In September, 12 military poilceand two land 
activists were tfled for the killing of 10 land activists 
and two military police officers, in Corumblara, 
Rondo01a state. in August 1995. All but three of the 
mil itary police were acquitted for lack of evidence 
Other people. including a local landowner, reportedly 
Implicated in the crimes were never brought to trial 
The two land activists were convicted of the murder of 
two military police officers, despite the apparent 
absence of any evidence proving their indiVidual 
Criminal responsibility The pauclty ofthe police 
investigation and the apparent prejudice of the public 
prosecutor's office raised doubts as to the validity of 
the verdicts. Appeals against al l  the verdicts were 
lodged 
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Indigenous peoples 
Indigenous peoples protesting over land rights suffered 
threats. harassment and assaults by gunmen hired by 
local landowners. working with the acquiescence of the 
police and local authoritleS_ Many Indigenous peoples 
also suffered injuries as a result of excessive force used 
by military police dUring public demonstrations 
a On 11 January up to SO heavily armed gunmen 
(plstoleJros) m military uniforms converged on the 
village of Potrero Gua(:u, Paranhos municipality, 
burning most of the 35 houses and many of the vil lagers' 
belongmgs. They reportedly raped several women and 
beat other villagers including a two�year-old child. 
Thirty of the villagers, members of the Guarani­
Nhandeva mdigenous community, were reportedly 
forced onto a truck and taken away, m an attempt to 
clear them off the land. Although the villagers returned 
to their land with the help of the Federal Police. they 
continued to receive threats. 
a On 22 Apnl, the 500th anniversary of the 
Portuguese arnval in Brazil, the Bahia state military 
police reportedly used exceSSive force to prevent 
protesters reaching Porto �uro, where official 
celebrauons were taking place. The police used tear 
gas, rubber bullets and baton charges to break up two 
peaceful marches. injuring 34 protesters and 
temporanly detaining over 140 others. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Brazil: A waste of lives, FEBEM Juvemle detention 

centres, Sao Paulo - A human rights crisis, nota public 
secunty ISsue (Al lndex:AMR 19/01412000) 

• Brazil: Police violence and the SOOth anniversary (AI 
Index; AMR 1 9/029/2000) 

Visits 
AI delegates visited Brazil In March and April, and again 
in November. During these VISits they covered SI)( 
different states, vIsiting prisons, police stations and 
women's detention centres. They took part in a meeting 
of over 100 Indigenous peoples, prior to the SOOth 
anniversary celebrations. Delegates also observed a trial 
and met politicians, non-governmental organizations and 
victims of torture. 
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REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 
Head of state: PetarStoyanov 
Head of government: Ivan Kostov 
capital: Sofia 
Population: 8.2 million 
Official language: Bulgarian 
Death penalty: abolition ist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications: Optional Protocol to the UN 
Women's Convention 

There were numerous reports of ill-treatment and 
torture by law enforcement officials. Members of the 
Romani community, who suffered widespread 
discrimination, were frequently the target of such 
human rights violations, which were committed with 
virtual impunity. law enforcementofficials 
continued to use firearms in circumstances 
prohibited by international standards, resulting in 
deaths and injuries, Conditions in some institutions 
formentally handicapped children amounted to 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment Restrictions 
on the right to freedom of expression continued to be 
imposed. 

Torture/ Il l-treatment 
HI-treatment and torture by the police continued to be 
widespread. Most Incidents occurred during police 
Investigations into complaints, when criminal suspects 
were apprehended or within the first few hours of 
custody. 
Cl In January a police officer beat Gencho Tonchev, a 
local businessman, and his son Tihomlr in 
Dlmitrovgrad police station. Gencho Tonchev suffered 
two broken ribs. 
a In March. a group of armed border police and 
Immigration officers boarded the ship Olga}. which had 
been impounded and held m Burgas harbour for two 
years. The oHlcers beat nine seamen from Ghana with 
truncheons and kicked them. 
Investigations 
The authorities did not provide AI with reports of 
investigations into cases of torture and Ill-treatment 
casting doubt on their conduct. 

' 

a The authorities have still not made public the 
autopsy report on Zaharie Aleksandrov Stefanov 
who died In detention In suspicious clrcumstanc�s In 
June 1993. 
Impunity 
Changes to the Penal Procedure Code came Into force 
at the beginning of 2000 which Included the possibility 
of judicial review of refusals by prosecutors to mitiate 
Investigations, and an open court process for 
termination of CrIminal investigations by prosecutors. e The European Court of Human Rights ruled in May 
that Bulgaria had Violated the European Convention on 
Human Rights in the case of Anya Vellkova. Anya 
Velikova's husband, Slavcho Tsonchev, died of internal 
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bleeding after being beaten In police detention in 
PI even on 25 September 1994, 12 hours after hiS arrest 
on suspicion of theft. In December 1994 the Pleven 
military prosecutor decided not to mdict any police 
officers. The European Court found that the Bulgarian 
authOrities had violated the right to life, and that they 
had failed to provide Anya Velikova wllh an effective 
judicial remedy by failing to conduct an effective 
investigation. 

Discrimination against Roma 
InCidents of police brutality against Roma were reported 
against a background of extreme poverty for many 
Romani commumtles. as well as rising social tensions 
frequently mcited by racist dlscnmlratlon. In the village 
of Mechka near Pleven. the murder in early April of an 
ethnic Bulgarian man prompted a campaign by ethnic 
Bulgarian villagers to expel all the Romani inhabitants. 
The village mayor instituted a ban on Roma being served 
In village shops or grazing their ammals on village land 
Police officers acted to prevent threatened acts of 
violence, yet they were reported to be randomly 
detalnmgseveral Romani men each day for 24-hour 
periods. In September, in thevlllageof Bukovets. Vidm 
region, a group of around 20 villagers severely beat four 
young Romani men who were suspected of stealmgcorn. 
e9 Tsvetalin Perov, a 16-year-old Romani boy, 
sustained severe burns 10 VidlO police headquarters m 
April. The boy, who suffers from epilepsy and learning 
difficulties, was well known to the police. He alleged 
that he was beaten unconscious by a police officer and. 
when the pain of the fire brought him round, the same 
officer was standing over him. Police officers claimed 
that Tsvetalin Perov set himself al ight with a cigarette 
lighter. but no cigarette lighter was found at the scene 
and his clothes disappeared before they could be 
forensically examined. The severity of the burns makes 
It likely that an accelerant such as petrol or lighter fuel 
had been used 

Use of firearms by police 
No attempts were made to reform the law on National 
Police which permits the use of firearms in circumstances 
prohibited by intemational standards. Investigations 
into police shootings were usually terminated as a result 
of police actions being deemed lawful. Theauthonties 
failed to provide information on Investigations intO mOSt 
of the cases previously raised by AI. 
a In July in Sofia a police patrol arrested 19-year-old 
Traicho Dlmitrov Lyubomirov in a friend's house, He 
was reportedly handcuffed and taken away. Several 
hours later hiS body was taken 10 the morgue with a 
bullet wound to his head. A police source reportedly 
claimed that the young Rom had been apprehended 
while attempting to steal a car, that he had attacked a 
police officer and lried to take away hiS gun, and that 
the officer had fired the gun inadvertently 
a In May Atanas Djambazov, a 14-year-old Romani 
boy, climbed into a wine factory in Sliven with three 
friends m order to steal wooden pallets for firewood A 
police oHice guarding the factory shot Alanas 
DJambazov twice as he tried to climb back over the wall. 
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H e  was hit i n  the face and the right arm, and collapsed 
The police officer allegedly faded to help him or to 
report the Incident. Atanas DJambazov's friends look 
him home and he was hospitalized. 

Conditions in homes for handicapped children 
Virtually all the handicapped children In permanent 
care In state Institutions, who numbered at least 2.200. 
lived in conditions of extreme neglect. They were 
frequently deprived of food and basic care, as well as 
lacking attention to medical and educational needs 
Such conditions amount to cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment. Research conducted by the Bulgarian 
HelSinki Committee, a local human rights organization, 
revealed that the state budget for these institutions was 
so madequate that the children could only be fed With 
the help of charitable donations. The conditions In the 
home for handicapped children in Fakia, in the Burgas 
region, were described by both itS admiOlstrator and 
Independent mOOltors as Iife-threatenmg. In August, 
three children died of dysentery In the home for 
handicapped children in Medven. An lOqUlry by 
independent monitors established serious deficiencies 
in hygiene, administration and medical services. 

Restrictions on freedom of expression 
In March the National Assembly amended the Penal 
Code and abolished imprisonment for defamation. 
although It mcreased the flOes available as punishment 
and maintained special protection for public offiCials 
AI had urged the authorities to amend the Penal Code, 
after numerous prosecutions of journalists for 
crnicizing public officials. Other proviSions of the Penal 
Code continued to be used to detam people exercising 
their right to freedom of expression. 
a In July, in Pleven, police detained Alexander 
Kandjov, a local political actiVist, for four days. He had 
collected signatures on a petition calling for the 
resignation of the Minister of Justice. and descnbing 
him as �the top idiot of the judiclary�. Alexander 
Kandjov was charged with aggravated hooliganism. HIS 
trial opened but had not concluded by the end of 2000 

Forcible exile 
In January, six foreign nationals, who were reportedly 
IslamiC clerics, were expelled from the country for 
preachmg Without a licence, under a legal provision 
which had been pronounced Invalid by the 
Constitutional Court in 1992. In August the authorities 
deported to Jordan Ahmad Nairn Mohammed Musa, a 
director of an IslamiC Chanty, for endangering �the 
secunty and the interests of the country� Ahmad Musa 
had spent mOSt of the past 16 years in Bulgaria, and his 
Wife and three children all have Bulgarian citizenship 
AI conSidered that Ahmed Musa was forcibly exiled, 
apparently because of his religiOUS beliefs, in Violation 
of international standards 

International organizations 
In January the Council of Europe's Parliamentary 
Assembly closed the procedure mOnitoring Bulgaria's 
fulfilment ofthe commitmems it made upon JolnlOg the 
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Council of  Europe. However. rapporteurs noted as  an 
outstanding concern ·contlnuing police brutalllY, 
particularly as regards Roma�, They also urged the 
government to take a number of steps mcludmg the 
provIsion of better guarantees for the Independence of 
theJudiclBry and the media They called for special 
anentlQn to be gJven to the recruitment policy. trammg 
and motIvation of police officers. codes of conduct, 
psychologIcal counselling of field officers and their 
awareness of human rights Issues. 

AI country reports 
• Bulgaria: The shooting of Atanas Ojambazov, a 14· 

year-old Roma boy (AI Index: EUR 15/001 12000); 
• Bulgaria: Tsvetahn Perov, a 16-year-old Rama boy 

severely burned In police detention (Ai Index: EUR 
15/003/2000) 

B UR KINA FASO 

BURKINA FASO 
Head of state: Blalse Compaore 
Head of government: ErnestYonl! (replaced Kadre 
Desire Duedraogo In November) 
Capital: Ouagadougou 
Population: 10.9 million 
Official language: French 
Death penalty: abolitionist in practice 

Pressure from all sectors of society on the 
government to end impunity for past human rights 
violations led to the arrest of dozens of people, some 
of who m were i ll-treated. Three presidential security 
officials were convicted in connection with the death 
in January 1998 of David Ouedraogo. Charges 
against the Presidenrs brother in connection with 
the death were dropped_ There was no progress in 
bringing to justice those responsible for the killing in 
December 1998 of Norbert Zongo and his three 
companions. 

Background 
In September the ruling party of President Blalse 
(ompaore, the Congres pour la democratieet le 
progres, Congress for Democracy and Progress, won an 
overwhelming majority in much delayed local 
government elections. The elections were boycotted by 
the more significant opposition parties who felt that 
political reforms. including the mtroducuon of 
proportional representation. had not addressed the 
overndmg need to strengthen democracy 

In Apnl a three-day general stnke was called to 
protest against the use of force by police which had left 
30 demonstrators Injured. The stnke led to the arresl of 
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several prominent leaders of the Colleen( 
d'orgamsallons democratlques de masse et de parllS 
pollllques(Colleclln, a coahtlon of OpposItion political 
parties, human nghts organizations, trade unions, and 
journalists' and studenls' organizations. The Col/eCtif. 
which called the stnke, had been formed to campaign 
for those responsible for the death m December 1998 of 
independentjournahst Norbert Zongo to be brought to 
Justice. Other stnkes and protests, which largely 
focused on demands for endmg impuOIty, took place 
throughout the year Talks between the government 
and the Collecll(broke down in June. 

Followmg the death In December of flavien Nebie, a 
12-year-old student, when the secunty forces opened 
fire on a small demonstration In Bousse, al l  public 
demonStrations were banned. Events planned to 
commemorate the death of Norbert Zongo, including 
the Inlernational Festival on Freedom of the Press and 
Expression 10 West Afnca, were also banned and more 
than 50 festival participants travelling from Ghana 
were prevented from entering the country. Those who 
tried to visit Norbert Zongo's grave were dispersed by 
the secunty forces USing tear gas. 

Impunity 
Civil society, IOcludmg human rights groups and the 
polilical opposition, continued to demand an end to 
ImpUnity for past human rights violations. 
Norbert Zongo 
No one was arrested or charged in connection with the 
deaths of Norbert Zongo and three others in December 
1998, despite the recommendation of an Independent 
Commission of InqUiry in May 1999 that Judicial 
proceedings be instituted against SIX named suspects, 
and the appolOtment of a judge to Investigate the case. 
The Commission had concluded that Norbert Zongo had 
been killed for purely political reasons, IOcludlOg hiS 
mvestigatlon into the death of Davld Ouedraogo 
Oavid Ouedraogo 
Five people were finally brought to trial in August for 
the death in custody, as a result of torture, of Davld 
Ouedraogo in January 1998. David Ouedraogo, 
chauffeur of francois Compaore, presidential adviser 
and brother of the PreSident, had been arrested with 
two other employees, accused of haVing stolen a large 
amount of money from their employer. FrancOls 
Compaore was charged in January 1999 with the murder 
of David Ouedraogo and with harbounng the body. In 
1999 the CrimlOal Appeal Court 10 Ouagadougou had 
ruled that It was not competent to hear the case against 
him and referred It to a military court. The charges were 
subsequently dropped 

In August, five members of the RegIment de la 
securite president/el/e, the presidential security force, 
were tried by the military court In Ouagadougou on 
charges of assault occasioning death. One of the 
defendants was reported to have admitted that he had 
ill-treated David Ouedraogo, but sought to justify this 
by stating that he was seeking information about an 
alleged coup plot. Francols Compaore testified 10 court, 
but his statement was challenged by defence lawyers 
because dates he gave conflicted with those confirmed 
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by other wllnesses. The President's personal chief of 
stafr. Colonel Gilbert Dlendere, sought forgiveness 
before the court for what happened, but refused to 
accept responSibility 

Three of the defendants were convicted -two were 
sentenced to 20 years' Imprisonment and one received 
a lo-year sentence -and the other twO were acquitted 
The three defendants who were convicted and one of 
those acquitted were among the SIX suspects in the 
murder of Norbert longo named by the independent 
Commission of inquiry 

in May, the magistrate investigating the separate 
legal case concerning the theft in which Davld 
Ouedraogo was Implicated alleged that statements 
presented to the court had been rdbncated and named 
Warrant Officer Abdoulaye Semde as among those 
responsible. One month later, Abdoulaye Semde died, 
apparently as a result of a sudden Il lness. The lack of 
autopsy or other investigation into his death led to 
suspiCion that he may have been killed to prevent him 
revealing eVidence. 
Other cases 
The Widow of former PreSident Thomas Sankara lodged 
a complaint against persons unknown before the 
Criminal Appeal Court concerning her husband's death 
Thomas Sankara and at least 12 others were killed 
during the coup in 1987 which brought President 
Compaore to power In January, the Court rejected the 
case saying that it was a military matter. The family 
intended to pursue the case before the Supreme Court 

Other deaths in custody or in suspicious 
Circumstances. including those of univerSity teacher 
Guillaume Sessouma in 1989 and opposition leader 
Clement Ouedraogo in 1991, remained unresolved. 

The trial of a gendarme, who was accused of 
responsibility for the deaths of two school students in 
Garango in 1995, opened in December. The trial was 
adjourned because the legal dossier was Incomplete; 
the gendarme, who had never been arrested, remained 
at liberty. 
Mamadou K�r� 
On 10 June, the Naabe TigreofTenkodogo, a powerful 
traditional chief, ordered the pUnishment by beating of 
Mamadou Ken� and reportedly did not intervene to 
prevent his death. Mamadou Kere had apparently 
criticized the inactIvity of the ruling party. His criticism 
was perceived as disrespectful because the Naabe 
Tigre's son was the elected parliamentary 
representative. The chIef was charged with not helping 
a person In danger, held only bneny, but remained free 
pending trial. Some 20 people accused of causing the 
death were Imprisoned at the Malson d'arret et de 
correction de Ouagadougou(MACO) awaiting trial. 

Arrests and ill-treatment of political opponents 
SIX leading members of the ColJectifwere arrested and 
ill-treated In April including Hahdou Ouedraogo, 
PreSident of the Collectifand also of the Mouvement 
burklnabe des droils de J 'homme et des peuples, 
Burkinabe Movement for Human and Peoples' Rights; 
Tole Sagnon, Vice· PresIdent of the Collecuf; Pierre 
Bldima; and Etienne Traore. All were held at the 
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Direction de la compagnle d'intervenllon rap/de (DCIR), 
the pohce rapid deployment force headquarters, 
denied visits and had their heads shaved. All SIX were 
subsequently released without charge. 

Following the death of Flavien Nebie on 6 December, 
IS local members of the Collecufwere arrested. The 
school student died when the secunty forces opened 
fire on a crowd who reportedly began to throw stones 
when their attempt to present a petJtlon critical of 
proposed educational reforms to the local government 
representative was met with a closed door. The 
authorities accused the Collecllfofbeing responsible 
for the unrest which resulted m the security forces' 
intervention. and even claimed that the Collecllfwas 
therefore responsible for Flavlen Neble's death 
CoJJectlfmembers were taken to the gendarmerie In 
Ouagadougou where they were held without charge or 
trial for up to 21 days; the last four were released on 27 
December. The authorities have stated that an 
Investigation has been started to establish 
responsibIlity for the death of Flavien Neble. 

During December other attacks against the Collectlf 
were carned out by local militia. In Koudougou, 
Mohamed Sawadogo. the local preSident of the 
Collecll!, was reportedly brieny detained and 
interrogated by armed supporters of Hermann 
Yameogo, leader of a political party. because he 
suspected the Collectjfof destroymg some of his 
property. In Fada N'Gourma, Etlenne Convolbo, a local 
representative of the teachers' union and member of 
the Collecti!, was detained, beaten and expelled from 
hiS home town by armed supporters of the mayor. Some 
member organizations of the CoJlecll{publicly 
complamed that the security forces had seemed 
unwilling to intervene to protect their members. 

Students 
In response to five months of strikes which also focused 
on calls for an end to Impunity. the authorities closed 
the univerSity in Ouagadougou on 6 October. The 
ASSOCiation narionaJe des erudianrs burkmabe(ANEB), 
Nallonal ASSOCiation of Burkinabe Students, demanded 
its reopenmg and arranged a meeting with school 
pupils to gather support for their action. As a result. 
around 50 students, including Souleymane Kologo, 
ANEB's President. were arrested and held at the DCIR. 
They were held for four days and had their heads 
shaved before being released without charge. Some 
10 other students were arrested for seeking permission 
to hold a student meeting in a school and taken 10 the 
gendarmerte on 2) October. They were all released 
without charge durtng November. 

AI country statement 
• Burkina Faso: Cruel, mhuman and degrading 

treatment/Prisoners of conscience (AI Index: AFR 
601001 12000) 
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B UR UNDI 

REPUBLIC O F  BURUNDI 
Head of state and government: Pierre Buyoya 
Capital: 6uJumbura 
Population: 6.6 million 
Official langu3ges: Kirundi, French 
Death penalty: retention 1st 

Civil war continued throughout 2000, despite the 
signing of a peace agreement in August Hundreds of 
unarmed civilians were killed by government armed 
forces and armed opposition groups. Scores of others 
were arrested and tortured. Several people 
"disappeared" while in custody, Hundredsof 
thousands of people remained forcibly displaced 
around the capital, mostly in appalling conditions, 
until August Thousands of people remained in 
detention without trial, some since 1993. At least 99 
death sentences were passed and two soldiers were 
executed. 

Background 
From late 1999 the level of violence and human rights 
abuses escalated sharply. Both government forces and 
armed opposition groups COntinued to denve support 
from their allies in the regional conflict in the 
Democratic Republlcof the Congo (DRC). In August, 
follOWing intense international pressure, an Agreement 
for Peace and Reconciliation in Burundi was signed in 
Arusha, Tanzania As the date for the signature of the 
agreement approached, violence Intensified 
throughout Burundl. By the end of 2000, the agreement 
had not yet been implemented and two major armed 
opposition groups had yet to jOin it. 

POSSible reform of the Tutsi-dominated army 
generated political tension. Some Tutsl-dominated 
pohtlcal organizations insisted that an army reformed 
on ethniC lines could not protect them from the threat 
of genOCide, and they sought to undermine the peace 
process. PA Amasekanya, a Tutsl"self-defence­
movement, and other groups with Similar pohtical 
views, incited violent disturbances In Bujumbura 
around the signature of the agreement. Members of PA 
Amasekanyawere also reported to have been behind 
an ambush In May near Gatumba, Rural Bujumbura, in 
which at least three members of the opposition political 
party Front pour la DemocratJeau Burundi(FRODEBU), 
Front for Democracy in Burundi, all Hutu, were killed 

Hundreds of civilians killed 
The armed forces and armed opposition groups 
continued to show complete disregard for human life, 
acting with httle or no accountabHuy. On numerous 
occasions, the armed opposition killed unarmed 
civilians in repnsal for al leged collaboration with the 
government or for failing to support them. Scores of 
ciVilians were killed in ambushes. Humanitarian 
workers were also attacked. 
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One armed opposition group, the Forces natlona/es 
de Iiberatlon(FNL), Natlonal liberallon Forces, 
concentrated on attacking Bujumbura and 
consolidating positions around the city. A second 
group, the Conseil NatIonal pour la Defense de la 
Democratle-Forces pour la DNensede la Democratie 
(CNDD-FOD), National Council ror the Derence or 
Democracy-Forces for the Defence of Democracy, 
Increased its activity 10 the central, eastern and 
southern border provinces, subjecting the local 
population to a campaign of terror and intimidatIon 
through killing, rape, kldnappmg and thert. 
B On I October, members of an armed oppositIOn 
group, presumed to be the FNL, attacked the Cibitoke 
and Mutakura districts of Bujumbura. Eleven people 
were killed, mostly Hutu, Including one woman and her 
four sons. The vicUms were singled out in what 
appeared to be reprisal killings for supposed 
collaboration with the government or because they had 
refused to give money during the anack. 

Hundreds of CiVilians, many of them elderly, women 
or children, were killed by government armed forces. 
a Between 25 and 28 June. at least 44 unarmed 
civilians were extrajudicially executed by soldiers in 
Itaba commune, Gltega province, in reprisal for military 
losses follOWing clashes with the armed OPPOsition 
Most were killed with bayonets. Much of the local 
population had already ned the area; it appears that 
those who remained were conSidered to be members of 
the armed opposition and killed. 

'Disappearances' 
Detainees, particularly those in military custody, 
continued to be vulnerable to "dlsappearance�. A 
number of new cases were reported. 
a One man, Blgirlmana, �dlsappeared" following his 
arrest at Kavumu regroupment camp, Rural Bujumbura, 
by soldiers on 7 May. He was accused of throwing 
stones during a disturbance at the camp after an army 
search operation degenerated into a loollng spree by 
soldiers. Bigirimana was taken to a nearby military 
position, where he was reportedly seriously beaten 
Soldiers later denied that he had ever been held. 
Several people who tried to stop the soldiers looting 
were arrested and charged with collaboration with 
armed opposition groups. At least four others were 
reportedly beaten to death 

Torture remained a senous problem particularly In the 
early stages of detention, and several people died as a 
result. 
a Dlomede Buyoya, a domestic worker. died In 
February at the Brigade speciale de recherche(BSR), a 
gendarmerie special investigation detention centre, ln 
Bujumbura. He was detamed by a BSR Investigating 
officer who allegedly tortured him to death after he 
had Insulted the officer's wife. The officer was arrested 
and detained In Mpimba Central Prison. Bujumbura. 
However, one month later all charges against the 
officer were dropped on the instructions of the 
Military ProsecutOr's Department and the officer 
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returned to work In a different unit. No further 
investigation took place 

Refugees and internally displaced 
Approximately 70,000 Burundlans fled to Tanzania. 
Mines laid on the border by the Burundian armed forces 
prevented others from crossing the border. By the end 
of 2000, around 330.000 people were Internally 
displaced within Burundi. Another 500.000, most of 
whom had been forcibly displaced in late 1999, had left 
camps but were still vulnerable to hunger and disease. 

Forcible 'regroupment' 
In September 1999, following repeated attacks on 
Bujumbura by the armed OPPOSItiOn, the government 
forced more than 290,000 mainly Hutu civilians to 
leave their homes In Rural Bujumbura province and 
enter -regroupmen( camps. Conditions In the camps 
were appalling 

FollOWing international condemnation of the 
regroupment policy, in early June the government 
announced that all Mregroupmen( camps would be 
closed by the end of July. In the follOWing days, three 
camps close to BUjumbura were cleared by the security 
forces within a matter of hours. Approximately 40,000 
people were ordered abruptly to return to homes which 
In many cases had been destroyed by the warring 
factions. No provision was made for the basic needs of 
the returning population By September. all camps had 
been offIcially closed. 

Refoulementfrom Burundi 
In February, Janvler Rugema, Innocent Byabagamba 
and Fran,OIs Rukeba were arrested and forCibly 
returned from Burundi to Rwanda, where they were at 
nskof torture and unfair trial. They had fled Rwanda 
because they were suspected of haVing helped the 
former speaker of the Rwandese National Assembly to 
nee the country. 

Political trials 
Trials related to the political violence and massacres of 
Tutsl which followed the 1993 assaSSination of 
President Melchior Ndadaye continued The 
subsequent reprisal kill ings of HUIU have not been 
investigated. Several thousand people remained m 
detention awalling trial. some since 1993. The fairness 
of trials continued to be undermined by Inadequate 
lime for the preparation of defence arguments. 
constant deferrals and the demal of the right to a full 
appeal 

In August, after more than three years' detention, the 
verdict was announced in a trial of political opponents 
linked to the Parti pour le redressement national 
(PARENA), National Recovery Party, and Solldarite 
jeunesse pour la defense des drolts des mmomes 
(SOJEDEM), Youth Solidarity for the Defence of Monority 
Rights. The defendants had been accused of 
involvement in a plot to assassinate PreSident Buyoya 
Many were tortured. Six defendants received sentences 
of 10 years' Imprisonment and two were acquitted. 
Another detainee who had been charged with a lesser 
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offence had already been released. Just weeks after the 
verdict. all but one of the convicted pnsoners, 
Emmanuel Manzl, a Rwandese national, were 
conditionally released. 

The verdict In another trial of 25 people linked to 
PARENA and SOJEDEM was announced in January. The 
majority of defendants received sentences of between 
10 and 15 years' Impnsonment after belOg convicted of 
plottlOg to threaten state security by forming an armed 
group to overthrow the government. OUTIng the trial. a 
witness, Onesphore Mdayitwayeko, alleged that the 
case had been fabricated by the Documemallon 
naf/ona/e, National Intelligence Agency, which is 
directly responsible to the PreSidency, and that he had 
been offered money to make incrimlOatlngallegations. 
An attempt to arrest him the day before he appeared In 
court was fOiled. However, he was arrested 
Immediately after testifYing 10 court and held at the 
Documentation naliona/e. which has no legal power to 
hold detainees, for one month before being 
unconditionally released. 

In November 1999, a grenade exploded in 
Bujumbura's main market, killing at least two people 
and injuring many more. The attack was attributed to 
the FNL and in the weeks that followed scores of people 
were arrested by the armed forces and gendarmerie. 
The majority were eventually released, but it was 
feared that a number may have died In detention or 
�dlsappeared". At least three of those arrested and 
tortured during this period were on trial at the end of 
the year, accused of collaboration with the FNl. 
Testimony extracted under torture formed part of the 
prosecution's case. 

Children 
Children have been particularly vulnerable to the 
economiC and social consequences of the war 10 
Burundi. Hundreds of cht ldren reportedly died of 
malnutntion and preventable diseases in the 
-regroupment" camps. Both government and 
OPPOSition armed forces recruited children as 
combatants. Over 100 children, some of them accused 
of collaboration with armed opposition groups, were In 
detention durmg20oo, and were at risk of sexual abuse 
from other inmates. Some children have been held for 
years without trial, including Antolne Hatunglmana, 
who was arrested in 1998 when he was approximately 
12 and accused of collaboration with armed opposition 
groups. 

Death penalty 
During 2000,at least 97 people were sentenced to death 
by civilian courts, mostly on charges related to political 
violence and killings 10 1993, Two soldiers were 
sentenced to death by military court and executed. 
More than 350 people have been sentenced to death 
since 1996, many after unfair trials and years in 
detention. Nine people have been executed since 1997. 
Military JUTlsdictions continued to show blatant 
disregard for the rule of law. 
a Napoleon Manirakiza. an army deserter, and 
Sergeant Rene Rukemanganizi were executed by firing 
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squad on 19 October. just hours after being sentenced 
to death by Gitega military court. Both had been 
convicted of murders committed earlier In the month 
They were denied legal representation and were not 
allowed to appeal against their sentence. 

In July 2000, the decision was finally taken la close 
the Isolation cells of Mpimba central prison Until then. 
all prIsoners under sentence of death in Mplmba were 
held In three tiny cells In appalling conditions. under a 
pUnitive regime. 

Intergovernmental organizations 
The Representative of the UN Secretary·General for 
Internally Displaced Persons visited Burundi 10 

February. The UN Special Rapporteur on Burundl also 
viSited the country from 27 June to 7 J uly- In her 
subsequent intenm report she condemned violations of 
the right to hfe by state forces and armed OPposillon 
groups, and the frequent use of torture. The Special 
Rapporteur was also hIghly criUcal of the policy of 
�regroupment· She drew attention to vIolations of 
children's fights, In particular those of girls 

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child 
considered the initial report of Burundi in September 
Although It noted efforts to bring domestIc legislation 
Into line with the UN Children's ConventIOn, it 
expressed strong concern at abuses of chJldren's rIghts 
particularly In relatIon to the COnnic!, through killings, 
·r�roupmen(, torture and use by both government 
and oppositIon forces of child soldiers. 

In May, Burundi ratified the Arrican Charter on the 
Rights and Welfare of the Child. 

In November, the Arrican CommIssIon on Human and 
Peoples' RIghts passed a resolution calling for 
compliance wllh and the ImmedIate Implementation of 
the Arusha Peace Agreement. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Burundi: Protecting human nghts - an IntnnslC part of 

the search for peace (Al lndex:AfR 16/001 12000) 
• Great lakes Region: Refugees denied protection (AI 

Index: AfR 02/002/2000) 
• Burund l: Conditions In ·regroupment" camps - an 

update (AI Index; AfR 1 6/013/2000) 
Visits 
An AI delegate VISIted Burund l 10 February to collaborate 
WIth two human rights groups, the AsSOCiation 
burundalse pour la d�fense des drolts des prisonmers, 
Burundlan AsSOCiation for the Defence of Prisoners 
Rights, and the Ugu. fTEKA. Burundian Human Rights 
league, In the production of a vIdeo promoting their 
work - Burundl: Caught In the crossfire In February and 
March AI delegates VISited Arusha, Tanzania, to lobby 
delegates and others Involved In the peace process on 
human rights protectIon and promotion In this context 
AI delegates VISIted Burundl in August pnmanly for 
research purposes. 
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CAM BODIA 

KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA 
Head of state: King Norodom Sihanouk 
Head of government: Hun Sen 
Capital: Phnom Penh 
Population: 11 . 1  mIllion 
Official language: Khmer 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
Involvement of children In armed conflict; Rome Statute 
of the International Crim inal Court 

As in previous years, the main human rights problem 
in Cambodia was impunity for human rights 
violators, compounded by a weak and corrupt 
judicial system. The UN and the government reached 
agreement over the formation of a tribunal to bring 
to justice those suspected of responsibility for gross 
human rights violations during the period of Khmer 
Rouge rule (17 Apri) 1975 to 7 January 1 979). 
Debate on a bill allowing forthe establishment of 
the tribunal began in the National Assembly at the 
end of 2000. Meanwhile, two Khmer Rouge suspects 
arrested in 1999 remained in pre-trial detention 
throughoutthe year. Torture in police custody was 
reported, and the police were complicit in vigilante 
killings of alleged criminals. Human rights workers 
were threatened and intimidated during the course 
of their work. Scores of people were arrested at the 
end of November after an attack in the capital by an 
armed group. 

Impunity 
The problem of impUnity continued to have an adverse 
effect on the lives of Cambodjans. lack of confidence in 
the judiCial system and the police led to an Increase tn 
Vigilante kllltngs. There were numerous reports by 
human rights monitors and tn the local press, 
documenting mob kill ings of alleged Criminals. Police 
officers often made no attempt to interveneand 
protect the Individuals and In a number of cases 
actually handed over alleged thieves to crowds of angry 
people. In October, Kmg Norodom Slhanouk appealed 
for an end (0 the kil lings. However, no steps were taken 
to Investigate these kil lings or to bring those 
responsible to Justice. 
a In January Chhouk Rin, a former Khmer Rouge 
soldier, was arrested on charges of Involvement In the 
murder of three Western hostages In 1994 In 1999 he 
had given eVIdence at the trial of Nuon Paet, a former 
Khmer Rouge commander accused of ordering the 
murder of the hostages. Chhouk Rin was brought to trial 
tn July, but was controversIally acquitted on the baSis of 
a 1994 law providing amnesty to Khmer Rouge forces 
who surrendered Within a gIven time-frame, although 
the offence occurred after the law was passed. Nuon 
Paet appealed against hIS life sentence, a penalty which 
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IS not actually prescnbed In Cambodia's Penal Code, 
but the sentence was upheld by the Appeals Court in 
October 

Khmer Rouge cases 
Negotiations continued between the government and 
the UN over the establishment of a tribunal to bnng to 
justice those suspected of responsibility for the gross 
human rights violations dunng the penod of Khmer 
Rouge rule. After the rejection by the Cambodian side 
In 1999 of an International tribunal. a new 
compromise solution of a trial under Cambodian law 
with international participation was put forward by 
the USA Senior UN delegations visited Cambodia In 
March and July for talks with the Cambodian 
negotiatmg team. By the end of the July visit, there 
was a draft Memorandum of Understanding between 
the two sides, which was not signed. The Cambodian 
side stated that the National Assembly would have to 
pass the required legislation in order to move 
forward. Debateon the draft law to establish a 
domestic tribunal began In the National Assembly at 
the end of December. The law raised serious human 
rights concerns, and fell short of international 
standards for fairness. Cambodian and international 
human rights groups expressed their concern 
throughout the year about the proposed tribunal and 
the need for an independent. impartial tribunal which 
would be able to conduct trials In accordance with 
international standards. 
a Two Khmer Rouge suspects who were arrested in 
1999 remained in detention in Phnom Penh's mil itary 
detention facihty throughout the year In November, 
the new Special Representative of the UN Secretary­
General on Human Rights in Cambodia was allowed 10 
visit the twO men in detention, the first independent 
human rights monitor to be given access to them 

Case developments 
Kong Bun Hean and Mong Davuth, opposition party 
activists who had been arrested in September 1999 and 
detained in the Military Detention Facility were 
released In March The PreSident of the MIlitary Court 
announced that mvestlgations Into their cases were 
ongoing and that they could be summoned to appear at 
any time. The two men fled the country to seek asylum. 

Following the Pnme Minister's December 1999 order 
10 rearrest mdlviduals previously released by the 
courts, dozens of people were detained Without 
warrants, and without legal basis; more than 30 were 
stIli In detention at the end of 2000. In a related 
development, the chief of the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court and the prosecutor were dismissed from their 
posts, accused of corrupuon. 

Extrajudicial executions 
EVidence emerged in August of the apparent 
extrajudicial executions of at least five men in Kraue 
and Kampong Cham provinces. Three of the men had 
al legedly been members of an armed group known as 
the Khmer Serei(Free Khmer) who then defected to 
become members of the Royal Cambodian Armed 
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Forces, based In Snoul distriCt, Kraue province. Their 
bodies were found in Snoul distriCt blindfolded and 
with their hands tied behind theIr backs. At least 20 
other defectors from the group were reported 
miSSing 

The bodies of two men were found In Kampong Cham 
provmce. They had allegedly been executed after being 
taken intO military custody. Cambodian human rights 
groups launched an Investigation and called for an 
Independent inqUiry inlo the killmgs. The Mmlstry of 
Defence Issued a statement which threatened to bring 
court action against the human fights workers, some of 
whom subsequently went InlO hiding. 

Situation of minorities 
People of ethnic Vietnamese descent remained at nsk 
of human rights violations. Vietnamese refugees m 
Cambodia were vulnerable to arrest, detention and 
refoulemenr (forCible return) 
a In March, a group of Vietnamese nationals were 
found to be working illegally at a factory m Phnom 
Penh. They had been trafficked into Cambo(iJa to work, 
but were then arrested dunnga raid on the factory 
Workers with non-governmental organizations who 
tried to aSSist the trafficked women pnor to their 
forCible return to Viet Nam were threatened and 
harassed by the authOrities and accused of trymg to 
help the women to escape. 

Mass arrests 
In November, there was an attack m Phnom Penh, 
allegedly by a group called the Cambodian Freedom 
Fighters, the key target of which was the Ministry of 
Defence. Members of the Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces were engaged In a gun battle, which left at least 
eight people dead. In the aftermath, scores of people 
were arrested in Phnom Penh, and in the provinces, 
IncludlngSlhanoukville, Pursal, KampongCham, 
Kampong Thorn and Stung Treng Those arrested In 
PhnOln Penh were given immediate access to lawyers 
and 10 human rights monitors. Some of those arrested 
in the provinces were transferred to Phnom Penh, 
others remained in detention at the place of arrest 
Dozens of people were released after a short peflod in 
detention, but dozens of others remamed m detention 
at the end of the year, apparently facing charges of 
terrorism and organized cnme. Some cases were placed 
under theJurlsdiCtlOn of the Mil itary Court while others 
appeared to be under that of the Municipal Court. The 
authorities issued arrest warrants for the alleged 
leaders of the Cambodian Freedom Fighters believed to 
be livmg abroad. 

Intergovernmental organizations 
The new Special Representative of the UN Secretary­
General on Human Rights in Cambodia made his first 
visit to the country in November and met the Prime 
Minister. Reports were presented to the UN 
Commission on Human Rights and the UN General 
Assembly, both of which adopted resolutions 
requesting that reports should be submitted to their 
next sessions 
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AI country report and visit 
Report 
• Kingdom of Cambodia: law and order- without the 

law (AI Index: !>SA 23/001 12000) 
Visit 
An AI delegate vIsited Cambodia in March. 

CAMEROON 

REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON 
Head of state: Paul Biya 
Head of government: Peter Mafany Musonge 
Capital: Yaound� 
Population: 15 million 
Official languages: French, English 
Death penalty: retentionj�t 

Several hundred extrajudicial executions were 
reported by the security forces in combating crime. 
There were no independent investigations into these 
or previous such killings. Torture, ill-treatment and 
life-threatening prison conditions persisted. The UN 
Special Rapporteuron torture confirmed that torture 
was widespread and systematic. Members of 
political opposition groups and journalists were 
detained without charge ortrial. Prisoners convicted 
after unfair trials in 1999 remained in prison. Some 
long-standing political detainees were released. 

Background 
The government refused to accede to renewed calls by 
opposition parties for an independent electoral 
commission. In 1997 International observers 
recommended an independent body after legislative 
elections were marred by irregularities and 
intimidation, and opposition parties boycotted 
preSidential elections. 

A 1990 law ending a state monopoly on broadcasting 
was enacted In April and resulted in an increase in the 
number of private and r�lonal radio stations. 

A crack·down on crime raised public concerns about 
a continuing hIgh level ofkJlllngs of criminal suspects 
by the security forces. 

Controversy continued around the project to build 
an oil pipeline from Chad through cameroon. with local 
rights aCtivists campaigning for environmental and 
minority rights to be respected. 

In October there were reports of incurSIons by 
gendarmes into the coastal Bakassl region resulting in 
loss of life and property. The area, believed to be rich 
in 011, has been the subject of internauonal legal 
dispute between Cameroon and Nigeria for several 
years 
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Extrajudicial executions 
Hundreds of criminal suspects were reportedly kIlled In 
and around Douala, the economic capital, and In 
northern Cameroon In circumstances suggesting that 
they may have been extrajudicially executed by the 
secunty forces. There has been no Independent 
investigation into these killings or Similar large-scale 
killings which have occurred in prevIous years. 

In Its rinal conclusions followmg consideratlon of 
Cameroon's periodic report In November. the UN 
Committee against Torture called for special 
security units accused of gross human rights 
violations. including extrajudICial executions, to be 
disbanded. 
Douala 
In February a speCial securny unit, known as the 
Commandemenc operatfonnel (Co). the OperatIonal 
Command, was set up to combat street crime in Douala 
and Yaounde. the capital. It was reportedly responsible 
for killing scores of criminal suspects, as well as for 
carrying out beatings, rapes and other ill-treatment of 
detainees. 
a On 9 April the mutilated body of Alain Dikala was 
found in Douala with bullet wounds to the head. He had 
been arrested by the unit on 18 March and. four days 
before his death. Iransferred to the naval base in 
Douala 
a In May the bodies of nine people reportedly killed 
by CO officers were found in Petit Dlbamba. a VIllage 
near Douala. 

In June Cardinal Christian Tuml, Catholtc 
Archbishop of Douala, complained to the Minister of 
the Interior about the kill ings of more than 500 people 
by the security forces. In early September a local 
human rights organization named 29 of those killed. In 
November a mass grave containing at least )6 bodies 
was discovered In a Douala cemetery, and there were 
concerns that they included VIctIms of extrajudICIal 
execution An eyewltness and others have cast doubt 
on the government's statement that these were 
authOrized burials. The eyewitness subsequently 
received anonymous threats. The government 
promised an inquiry but no information was available 
on its progress by the end of 2000 
Northern Cameroon 
Ajoint army and gendarmene anti-robbery unit. known 
as the brigade anti-gang, which has been responsible 
for extraJudicial executions of crimInal suspects In 
recent years, reportedly carned out further killings. /n 
early December, I) detainees held without charge or 
trial were alleged to have been executed shortly after 
the brigade an ri-gang received an order from the 
Ministry of Defence to release n detainees from itS 
detention centre in Maroua, Far-North Province. The 
fate of two nationals from neighbouring Chad. Tokl 
Soromoukou and Adam Yahya. detained since their 
arrest in Garoua, North-Province, In September 1998, 
remaIned unknown 

Photographer Amlnou Aliou was released without 
charge by the brigade antJ-gang in September. He had 
been feared killed or secretly detained following his 
arrest and subsequent �disappearance� In October 
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1998 after he distributed photographs of victims of 
extrajudicial executions. 

Cases of torture and ill·treatment In police. 
gendarmerie and prison cells continued to be reported 
throughout the country. Prison conditions remamed so 
harsh as to amount to cruel. inhuman and degrading 
treatment. Political prisoners were held 
Incommunicado and denied access to health care, 
resulting In a high level of illness and death 

In February the UN Special Rapporteur on torture 
published a report 10 which he deSCribed the practice of 
torture In Cameroon as �systematic and wldespread� 
DUring his VISit to the country 1O May 1999 he had been 
refused access to the detention centre of the brigade 
anri·gang1O Maroua. Far·North Prov1Oce. ln November 
2000 the UN Committee aga10st Torture confirmed the 
Special Rapporteur's assessment and called for 
�energetlc Investigations Into all al legations of human 
rights violations and torture" and "a publicly acceSSible 
register of detalnees8• 
a In late January Mboua Massok. a leading member 
of the political party Programme SOCIal pour la hberre 
et la democrafle, Social Program for liberty and 
Democracy. and student leader Guy Simon Ngakam 
were arrested and reportedly beaten by police. Their 
arrests followed student protests in Douala about 
education policy. They were released uncharged after a 
few days. 
a On 14 September MathewTitiahonjo Mboh dIed In 
Bafoussam prison. West Prov1Oce, after be10g denied 
access to medical treatment. He was a member of the 
Southern Cameroons National CounCIl (SCNC). a group 
support1Og Independence for the English·speaking 
North-West and South-West Provinces. He had been 
arrested 10 May with nine other SCNC supporters 1O 
Ndop. North-West Province. and held without charge 
or trial. The other detainees were subsequently 
released on ball. 

Prisoners held for political reasons 
Political opponents, journalists and others were 
deta10ed on charges which were apparently polillcally 
motivated. 
Members ofthe political opposition 
OppoSition leaders from Engllsh-speak1Og areas of 
Cameroon were arrested as suspected secessiOnists 
and deta10ed without charge or trial. 
a From a group of 36 prisoners convIcted in October 
1999. 18 remained In prison. all held at the Central 
Prison, NkondengUl. m Yaounde. The charges against 
them. Including murder and robbery. were In 
connection with armed attacks in North-West Province 
In March 1997 in which 10 people died. The authonties 
blamed the attacks on the SCNC. although no evidence 
substantiating this accusation was produced m court 
Their tnal by military tnbunal was unfair and they had 
no right of appeal to a higher or independent court. 
Several were seriously ill as a result of medical neglect. 
In May Phillp Tete had a stroke and was left partly 
paralyzed after bemg denied timely hospital treatment. 
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In December student jultus Ngu Ndi was reportedly 
close to losmg hIS SIght from bemg detained In 
unhygieniC conditions and almost permanently m the 
dark. 
a FollOWing the radiO broadcast of a declaration of 
mdependence for the Southern Cameroons in the early 
hours of]1 December 1999, as many as 36 members and 
supporters of the SCNC and its youth branch. the 
Southern (ameroons YOUlh league (SCYL), were 
reportedly arrested between January and May m the 
South-West. West and North-West Provinces. They 
Included justice Fredenck EbongAlobwede. a High 
Court Judge, Chief Ayamba Etta and James Sam Sabum 
At least 1I detainees had not been charged ar med by 
the end of 1000. 

a Three more SCYl supporters - Richard lukong , 
George Yuvenyu and Mevanga Welkam -were 
arrested In Nkwen In early November and remained 10 
detention in Bamenda. North�West Province, at the 
end of 1000 

Journalists 
Journalists were detained, beaten and sentenced to 
terms of imprisonment after they published criticisms 
of government policy and offiCials. Their concerns 
included human rights violations by the security forces 
and corruption by government offiCIals. 
a In February Chrls Oben. Jean-Mathlas Kouemeko 
and Therese Forbin, journalists with RadiO Buea. were 
brleny detained for interrogation by police aher they 
broadcast interviews with exJles who accused the 
government of human rights VIolations against English­
speaking Cameroonians. 
a In April Mlchel Pekoua, publisher of the newspaper 
Ouest-Echos, was sentenced to SIX months 10 prison on 
charges of defamation for publish 109 allegations of 
embezzlement at the state-owned fuel company, the 
Societe natlOnale des hydrocarbures(SN H) 
B In July journalists Daniel Atangana and Thlerry 
Mbouza from the journal Dlkalowere sentenced to six 
months' Impnsonment for defamation. Celestin Biaka 
Dlfana, the editor. receIVed a suspended Six-month 
prison sentence. They had published accusations of 
corruption agalOst the head of the Syndlc8c 
camerounBls des transporteurs routlers. Cameroonlan 
Road Transport Union 
a In November Richard Touma of Le Messager 
newspaper was beaten by the security forces during a 
demonstrallon In Yaounde by members of the 
oppoSitIon SOCial Democratic Front party to press for 
an Independent electoral commission. 
Releases 
Nana Koulagna, a former National Assembly deputy for 
the OPPOSitIon party. the Union naflOnale pouria 
democratie et le progres, National Union for 
Democracy and Progress, was released in early 
September. Arrested 10 1997 by a private militia of the 
um/doof Rey Bouba. head of a traditional area in 
North Province. he had been detained without charge 
or trial as a prisoner of conscIence at the Central Prison 
in Garoua, North Province. 

Five members of the SCNC arrested as suspected 
secessionists in 1995 and 1997 were released 10 
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November after several years' detention without 
charge or tnal 

AI reports 
• Cameroon: Fear of -disappearance" orextraJudiciat 

execution of Maurlce Tchambou (AI Index: AFR 
17/00112000) 

• Cameroon: Fearoftorture and Ill-treatment of 
members of the Southem Cameroons National Council 
(Al lndelt AFR 17/002/2000) 

• Camerao": United Nations expert confirms that 
torture IS ·wldespread and systematic" (AI Index.: AFR 
17/004/2000) 

• Camerao": Impunity in face of large-scale extrajudicial 
executions in the Oouala area (AI Index: AFR 
17/005/2000) 

CANADA 

CANADA 
Head of state: Queen ElIzabeth 1 1 ,  represented by 
Adnenne Clarkson 
Head of government: Jean Chrl1tlen 
Capital: Ottawa 
Population: 31.1 million 
Official languages: English, French 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all cnmes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children In armed conflict; Rome 
Statute of the International Cnminal Court 

There were sporadic reports of the use of excessive 
force by police officers. At least two people faced 
extradition to the U5A where they faced a possible 
death sentence. 

Background 
General elections were held In November. The ruling 
Liberal Party won a third term in office with an 
Increased majority 

Police brutality 
There were allegations of patterns of police abuse 
against First Nation (Aboriginal) men In Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan. There were reports that members of 
Saskatoon City Police had for a number of years had an 
unoffiCial policy of abandoning intOXicated or 
·troublesome� members of the Indigenous community 
away from the population centre of Saskatoon. thereby 
plaCing them at great risk of dYing of hypothermia 
during the winter months 
� First Nation member Darrell Night claimed that in 
January two Saskatoon police constables handcuffed 

66 

him. drove him outSide the City and abandoned him in 
freezing conditions. He only survived because he was 
able to get help from the nlghtwatchman of a nearby 
power station. The two police officers were reportedly 
suspended from duty and were under Investigation in 
connection with the incident at the end of the year 
G The bodies of First Nation members Rodney 
NaiStus and Lawrence Wegner were discovered near a 
power station on the Outskirts of Saskatoon on 29 
January and 3 February respeCtIvely. Both bodies were 
without jackets and the men appeared to have frozen to 
death 
a In August. 55-year-old Ono Vass died after 
reportedly being beaten by police officers outside a 
shop In Toronto. The police had removed him from the 
shop following an argument According to witnesses. 
the officers "pummelled" Ouo Vass with batons for 
approximately four minutes. Followingan Investigation 
by the ciVilian Special Investigations Unit, four police 
officers were charged in October with manslaughter in 
connection with the death of alto Vass. No tnal had 
taken place by the end of the year 
f:j Canadian federal and Ontano authorities failed to 
hold a public inquiry into the death in 1995 of Dudley 
George, despite calls to do so from the Ombudsman of 
Ontario, churches. trade unions. relatives of Dudley 
GeOJ"ge. AI, the media. and the UN Human Rights 
Commlllee. DudJey George, an indigenous protester, 
was shot dead by a police marksman during 
demonstrations at lpperwash Park. In 1997 an Ontario 
provincial police officer was tried in connection with 
the case and given a two-year conditional sentence for 
·crlminal negligence" During the trial. the offIcer 
testIfied that he fired his weapon because he believed 
Dudley George was armed and threatening other 
officers, However, the judge concluded that the officer 
had knowmgly shot an unarmed man 

Death pena Ity 
a In May. the Supreme Court of Canada heard the 
case of Sebastian Burns and Allf Rafay. two Canadian 
CItizens facing extradition to the State of Washington, 
USA, on capital murder charges. In 1997, the British 
Columbia Court of Appeals ruled that the extradition of 
Canadian citizens Without satisfactory assurances 
agamst the death penalty, VIolated rights protected 
under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freecloms 
The Canadian government appealed against this ruling 
to the Supreme Court, which had not issued a deCision 
by the end of the year 

InJune 1999-minutesafter the execution of Canadian 
cltlzen Joseph Stanley Faulder in Texas, USA -the 
Canadian government had issued a statement notmg that 
Canada -deeply regrets thatTexasauthontiesdid not 
accept Its request forexeculivecJemency, .. the 
Government of Canada will continue its efforts to ensure 
that the rights of canadians In such circumstancesare 
fully respected in accordance with the law � 

Refugees 
Some asylum-seekers continued to be detained for 
prolonged periods before being deported. The Canadian 
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authonties exammed cntena for eligibility before 
heanng the eVidence of the need for protection In the 
Individual case. This had the effect of rendering certain 
groups of people ineligible to make a refugee claim 
Asylum-seekers whose applications were turned down 
by the Immigration and Refugee Board did not have 
access to a meamngful appeal on the ments of their 
case. At least one refugee was at risk of forcible return. 

j Mamckavagsagam Suresh. who had been 
recognized as a refugee by Canadian authorities In 1991, 
faced possible forCible return to Sri Lanka because of 
hiS alleged Imks to the liberation Tlge-rs ofTamll Eelam 
The Canadian government took the poSition that the UN 
Convention agamst Torture allows for the forcible 
return of individuals alleged to be secunty risks, even 
though they may be at risk of torture on their return. An 
appeal against the decision was before the Supreme 
Court of Canada at the end of the year. 

CHAD 

REPUBLIC OF CHAO 
Head of state: Id"" Deby 
Head of government: Nagoum Yamassoum 
Capital: N'Dlamena 
Population: 7.6 million 
Official languages: French, Arabic 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: African Charter 
on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 

Despite moves towards negotiation, the armed 
conflict in northern Chad continued to threaten the 
government of Idriss D�by, lndependent information 
on human rights abuses in the area was difficult to 
obtain. However, there were several reports of the 
use of forcibly recruited child soldiers. A brief 
resurgence of armed conflict in southern Chad led to 
a serious increase in human rights abuses in the 
region, in particular a number of reported cases of 
extrajudicial execution and ill-treatment 

Impunity 
No one has been brought to Justice for serious human 
nghts Violations. including thousands of extrajudicial 
executions. which occurred under the government of 
Hlsseln Habre (1982-1990). In 1992 a government 
Commission of InqUiry identified the DirectIon de la 
documentation et de la sffunte(DDS), Directorate for 
Documentation and SecUrity, which was directly 
responsible to Hisseln Habre. as one of the main unus 
responsible for violations. In October 2000, a coalition 
of national and International human rights groups 
assisted in filing 17 cases against members of the DOS 
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for cnmes of torture. murder and ·dlsappearances� 
under Hlssem Habre Further cases were filed 
subsequently calling for investigations and 
compensation. In November, the Investlgatlngjudge 
ruled that he did not have Junsdictlon to try the cases 
because a speCial court to try Hlssem Habre and hiS 
collaborators, prOVided for m a 1991 law, had never 
been established. An appeal against thiS ruhng was 
lodged. Hisseln Habre himself was charged with 
compliCity In acts of torture In Senegal. but the charges 
were later ruled to be ,"admissible (see Senegal entry) 

Torture continued to be routtne dunng tnterrogatlOn 
and as a form of intimidation 
:l All Hadji Garonde Djarma was badly beaten by 

members of the judicial police after hiS arrest in 
November He was charged With defamation following 
publication In the mdependenl newspaper N'Ojamena 
Hebdoofhis opinion piece cntlclzlng relations between 
the Chadian and Libyan governments. He was convicted 
of the lesser offence of ·lnsult� and received a two-year 
suspended sentence and a fine. He had also alleged that 
the serving Libyan ambassador to Chad was responsible 
for the "dlsappearance� In 1984 of a Chadlan national 
The director of N'Ojamena Hebdo, Oulatar Begoto, was 
acquitted of "complicity to defame through the press� 

In March. two prisoners who were reportedly 
attempting to escape from Abeche pnson were shot 
and killed, although their feet were chained and they 
posed no threat. On 1 Apnl a soldier, Yogeurna. was 
shot shortly after hiS arreSt by police officers m 
Koumra, Moyen Chan region. Yogeurna had apparently 
been arrested for trYing to steal branches from a mango 
tree. On 15 May, Sylvam laohoye was extrajudicially 
executed 10 gendarmerie detention In Bessao, Logone 
onental region. 

Human rights abuses in the south 
The ComHe natIonal du salut pour la PBlxet la 
democratle(CNSPO), National Salvation Committee for 
Peace and Democracy. which had been brought into the 
government in 199 ... took up arms agatn in April after ItS 
leader, Moise Kette, lost hIS position as dIrector of 
nauonal lntelligence. The re-emergence of the CNSPD 
prompted a large military counter-tnsurgency and 
Intelligence·gathering operallon In the south The 
military operauon and fears of a return to connlct 
caused large populallon displacements Extrajudicial 
executions and Ill-treatment of people suspected of 
supporting Moise Kene were documented by Chadian 
human rights groups. A number of women were 
al legedly raped. 
a On IJ August Rapha�1 Mbeurde and Robtol Nadjl, a 
Village chief. were arrested by soldiers m Bendho. 
taken to a neighbouring Village. and shot. The killings 
followed fighting between government forces and the 
CNSPD in the area 
Cl Paul Mballidem. joseph Nadjiadoumdom and 
Martin Djlmta. all relauves of MOlse Kette, were 
reportedly extrajudiCially executed by soldiers in the 
Bebolo region 10 August 
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� Adolphe Soulabe was arrested i n  Moundou I n  
September and transferred to Bebolo where he was 
executed HIS wife was also arrested. Her fate was not 
known. 

MOlse Kene himself was killed In September 
According to official sources he was killed In a clash 
with government soldiers. However, other eVidence. 
Including a photograph whIch appeared to show that 
hiS throat had been cut. suggested that he may have 
been summanly executed after capture. 

In May, villagers from Bekoura. seboto and Manga 
were Ill-treated by soldiers who believed they had 
mformation on the whereabouts of Moise Kette. 

Some CNSPD combatants also reportedly ilHreated 
cIvIlians. In July. a vehicle was ambushed and SIX 
people were Jnjured In the Gore area by armed men 
reportedly belonging to the CNSPD In August, the 
CNSPD reportedly kidnapped Juslln Nadjlbeye, whom 
they suspected of pasSing mformation to the 
government, HiS fate was not known. 

Human rights defenders 
Human rights defenders continued to be at risk. 
a Tiglao Mbaykl, of the LJgue lchadlennedes drolts 
de fhomme(LTDH), Chadlan Human Rights league, was 
bneny detained and beaten in Pala, Other members of 
the lTDH were threatened In Kelo. In September. the 
house of Dablan Assingar, president of the LTDH, was 
attacked by four men in military umform. He had been 
attacked before. and had received death threats. 

The Chad/Cameroon pipeline 
I"June the World Bank agreed 10 finance the 
ChadlCameroon 011 development and pipeline project 
Human rights organizations 10 Chad and international 
environmental organizations have CritiCiZed the pipeline 
on environmental, social and economicgrounds 
Representatives of cIvil society bodies, mcludmg human 
rights groups, were mcluded In a government body to 
mom[Qr the project In 1999 a number of ciVil SOCiety 
members who had spoken out agamst the pipeline or 
who had sought to raise awareness of the rights issues 
Involved were Intimidated ordetamed. President Idriss 
Deby acknowledged In October 2000 that part of the 
international fmance received for the project had been 
allocated to the defence budget. Military eqUIpment 
includmghehcoptersandjeeps used In counter­
Insurgency operations were reported to have been 
purchased. 

Intergovernmental organizations 
In January, the UN Commlltee on the Rights of the Child 
considered Chad's Initial report. Questions were raised 
on the measures taken by the government to prevent 
genderdlscrlmmatlon and to protect girls from rape, 
and on Juvenile Justice. The government acknowledged 
that rape and other abuses had occurred m conflict 
areas, but denied that such VIolations were systematic 
It also acknowledged that street children were victims 
of police brutality, but denied that minors were used In 
the armed forces. It acknowledged, however, that there 
was no age limit on recrUitment to the government 
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armed forces and that rehabilitation programs for child 
combatants from former armed opposition groups were 
madequate. A project [Q support human rights through 
technical cooperation between the UN Development 
Programme, the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights and the government began m February 

C HILE 

REPUBLIC OF CHILE 
Head of state and government: Rlcardo Lagos (replaced 
Eduardo Frel Ruiz-Tagle In March) 
Capital: Santiago 
Population: 15.2 million 
Official language: Spanish 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 

There were reports that detainees were tortured and 
il l-treated by police. legal proceedings in connection 
with past human rights violations continued in Chile 
and abroad. 

Background 
In January Ricardo Lagos of the ConcerlaclOn de 
Partidos por la Democrac'8, Coahtlon for Democracy 
Party, was elected PreSident In January and 
inaugurated In March 

The political and human rights debate In 2000 were 
dominated by the return to Chile of Augusto Plnochet, 
followmg his release from detenuon In the United 
Kingdom (UK) on health grounds. 

Members of the Mesa de Dialago. a dialogue set up 10 
1999 to deal with the issue of Mdlsappearances· during 
the years of military rule between 1973 and 1990, Signed 
a Declaration in June. This Initiative was rejected by 
some human rights groups, including relauves of the 
Mdlsappeared� The Declaration recognized the grave 
human rights ViolatIons committed under the military 
government. It registered, among other things, that the 
armed forces and Carabineros(uniformed police) had 
no information on the Mdlsappeared". but established 
their commitment to cooperate in obtaining It. It set a 
timetable of six months, which can be extended for a 
further SIX months by the PreSident, to gather 
informatIon, and called for new legislation to grant 
anonymity to those who came forward with 
information on the location of the remains of the 
Mdlsappeared" New legislalion for thiS purpose was 
passed by Congress and became law inJuly 

A bill abolishing the death penalty for ordinary 
crimes and increasing the minimum term to be served 
under a life sentence from 20 to 40 years was passed by 
the Senate in December. By the end of the year the bill 
had not become law. 
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Past human rights violations 
Augusto Pinochet 
In March, after protracted legal procedures. the UK 
authonties decided not to order the extradition of 
Augusto Pinochet 10 Spain or to allow legal proceedmgs 
in respect of extradition requests from Switzerland. 
BelglUm and France on grounds that Augusto Pmochet 
was unfit to stand trial. Augusto Pinochet left the UK for 
Chile the same day 

In Chile. more than 70 crimmal complamts Involvmg 
nearly 2,000 individual cases of human rights violations 
had been riled agamst Augusto Pmochet by the time he 
returned to the country_ Seven Chilean human rights 
lawyers filed a legal request before the Santiago 
Appeals Court to lift Augusto Pinochet's parliamentary 
Immunity from prosecution as a senator for life. 

The Chilean Council for Defence of the State, which 
represents the legal interests of thestate,jomed the 
complaint against Augusto Pinochet and other members 
of the armed forces for their responsibility for the 
�disappearance" of 19 people duringa military operation 
m October 1973 known as the "Caravan of Death" 

In June, the Santiago Appeals Court ruled by 13 votes 
to nine to lift Augusto Pmochet's parliamentary 
Immunity. An appeal against the ruling was lodged 
before the Supreme Court In August, the Supreme 
Court announced its decision to uphold the decision to 
11ft parliamentary immunity, opening the way for a 
criminal investigation of Augusto Pinochet's 
involvement in the ·Caravan of Death" 
"disappearances�. 

In December, the Supreme Court overturned on 
appeal an order for the house arrest of Augusto 
Pmochet for the kidnapping and/or murder of 75 
victims of the "Caravan of Death- issued by the judge in 
charge earlier the same month. The Supreme Court 
ruled that the judge had failed to interrogate Augusto 
Pinochet before Issuing the order and subsequently 
ruled that. before the interrogation could take place, 
mental and physical medical tests should becarrted out 
to determine Augusto Pmochet's fitness to stand trial 
By the end of 2000, a total of 202 crimmal complaints 
had been filed against Augusto Pinochet m Chile. 

Three other former high-ranking officers were 
charged in connection with the "Caravan of Death" 
During the year crlmmal proceedings were also opened 
against over 80 former members of the security forces 
in connection with a number of past human rights 
violations. 

In Argentina in October, a Buenos Aires court 
requested the extradition of Augusto Pinochet and six 
former members of the Chilean secret police for their 
alleged involvement in the killing of Carlos Prats, 
former head of the Chilean army, and his wife, in 
Buenos Aires In 1974 (see Argentina entry). 

There were conltnued reports of torture and 111-
treatment of criminal suspects detained by members of 
the Carablneros. A number of victims required hospital 
treatment for their injunes and several others lodged 
orficial complaints. 
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A report compiled by the Chilean non-governmental 
human rights organization, Corporacujn de PromoclOn 
y DefensB de los Derechos del Pueblo, Committee for 
the Defence of the Rights of the People, containing]] 
complaints of torture or ill-treatment during 1999 and 
the first half of 2000 and affecting over 141 Individuals, 
was submitted to the Chilean authoritIes by an AI 
delegation In October. 

Government authOrities continued to deny all 
reports of torture or ill·treatment 

AI report and visits 
Report 
• Memorandum to the Government of the Republic of 

Chile - AI's Secretary General on mIssion to Chile, 1 -6 
October 2000 IAl lndex AMR 22/022/2000) 

Visits 
In July an AI delegate observed the Supreme Court's 
hearings on the hftlng of Augusto Pinochet's 
parliamentary immunity. In October an AI delegation led 
by Pierre Sane, AI's Secretary General, viSIted ChIle to 
hold talks With government offiCIals, representatIves of 
human rights organizatIons, vIctIms of human nghts 
violations and other members of civil socIety. During a 
meeting with PreSIdent Rlcardo lagos, AI submItted a 
memorandum on Its concerns in Chile and called for the 
implementatIon of a National Action Plan on Human 
Rights, 

C HI N A  

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
Head ofsute: Jlang Zemln 
Head of government: Zhu Rongjl 
Capital: Belj lOg 
Population: 1.2 billion 
Official language: Standard Chinese or Mandann 
Death penalty: retentlomst 

2000 saw continued repression of peaceful dissent 
throughoutlhe country. There was no sign of any 
relaxation of the 1999 crack-down on fundamental 
freedoms. Thousands of people were arbitrarily 
detained for peacefully exercising their rights to 
freedom of expression, association or religion. Some 
were sentenced to long prison terms after unfair 
trials under national security legislation; others were 
detained without trial and assigned to up to three 
years' "re-education through labour" . Torture and ill­
treatment of prisoners continued to be widespread. 
The limited and incomplete records available showed 
that at least 1 ,511 people were sentenced to death 
and 1,000 executed; the true figures were believed to 
be far higher. In the autonomous regions ofXinjiang 
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and Tibet, religious freedom continued to be  severely 
restricted and people suspected of nationalist 
activities or sympathies were subjected to 
particularty harsh repression. 

Background 
The government's campaign of repression agamst those 
It deemed a threat to politIcal stability and pubhc order 
continued against a background of growing public 
criticism of official corruption. The government 
Intensified Its anti-corruptIon campaign and several 
hlgh-rankmg officials were convicted of corruption 
following highly publicized tnals; some were sentenced 
todeath. 

Although Implementation of the law continued to be 
arburary In many cases, the government renewed 
efforts to encourage Implementation of 1997 legal 
changes. Includmg some aimed at Improv1Og the 
fairness of trials. Further legal reform was debated with 
reference 10 international human rights treaties which 
Ch10a had Signed but not yet ratified. In November. the 
government Signed a Memorandum of Understand10g 
wllh the UN High CommisSioner for Human Rights. 
designed to set up a program of technical cooperation 
m the field of human rights. 

At the UN Commission on Human Rights. China again 
blocked debate on a draft resolution by us10g a 
procedural motion �notto take actlon- In May. the UN 
Committee against Torture recommended that Ch10a 
adopt a definition of the Crime of torture conSistent 
wnh the UN Convention agamst Tonure and abolish all 
forms of admmlstrauve detention 

In September survivors of the 1989 massacre which 
followed pro-democracy protests m Tiananmen Square 
filed a clvll lawsui! in New York. USA. against U Peng, 
the then Chinese Premier, for human rights violations 
Includmg crimes agamst humanity and torture. 

labour unrest and repression 
The enormous social costs of economic restructuring 
continued to provoke SOCial unrest durmg 2000. The 
absence of effective social welfare prOVISions left many 
of the mllhons of workers who had lost their Jobs m 
recent years faCing acute poverty. A severe drought 
also brought hardship and disqUiet among the country's 
rural population Tens of thousands of demonstrations 
were believed to have taken place dunng the year, 
although most were not reponed by China's tightly 
controlled offiCial media. China's expected entry into 
the World Trade Organization was set to increase 
economiC and SOCial challenges 
M In May. nearly so people were reponedly Injured 
when several hundred police dispersed a 
demonstration of up to 5.000 steel workers from the 
Uaoyang Perroalloy Factory. llaonmg provmce. 
Workers were protesting that some had not been paid 
since 1998 and that 2,000 workers who had been laid 
off and 1,000 retired workers had not received thelf 
benefns for up to SIX months. 
e Peasants from eight rural towns m Shaanxl province 
were beaten and illegally detained for refUSing to pay 
excesSive taxes imposed by local Communist Party 
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offiCials. Ma Xlaomlng. a Journallst Investigating the 
story. was detamed for several hours by police m 
August. The peasants were campalgnmg for the release 
of Ma Wenhn. a paralegal who was Imprisoned for five 
years in 1999 after lodging a formal complamt against 
the taxes With the central government. 

Repression of spiritual and religious groups 
Followers of the Fa/un Gongsplntual group faced 
detention. unfair tnals, torture and Imprisonment as 
part of the government's continuing crack-down on 
groups it conSidered to be �heretlcal orgamzations" 
leglslauon was used retroactively to convict alleged 
leaders of the Fa/un Gongon politically dnven charges 
and new regulations were introduced to further reSlnct 
fundamental freedoms. Smce the Fa/un Gongwas 
banned IOJuly 1999, at least 93 adherents were believed 
to have died m police custody. Some of the deaths were 
a result of SUICide or InJunes Inflicted dunng forCible 
feeding. but most were reported to have died as a result 
of torture. New arrests and detentions were reported 
dally throughout 2000. Thousands, poSSibly tens of 
thousands. of praCtlllOnerS were believed to remain m 
detention at the end of the year. Many were assigned 
without tnat to "re-education through labou( and some 
were detamed 10 psychiatriC hospitals 

The clamp-down on �heretlcal organizations" 
IncreaSIngly encompassed other 0, Gong and religiOUS 
groups. Evangelical Protestants and Roman CatholiCS 
who worshipped outSide the offiCial �patrlotlc· 
churches were the victims of a contlOuing pattern of 
arrests, fines and harassment. Scores arrested In recent 
years remalOed in prison or labour camps. 
Cl In August, 130 evangelical Chnstians were detalOed 
In Henan province. All were members of the Fangcheng 
Church. one of many Protestant �house churches· 
which are not recognized by the authontles. Accordmg 
to reports. 85 of those detained were subsequently 
charged with JOining an "heretical organization" 
However. in September offiCial sources claimed that all 
those detained had been "re-educated and sent back to 
where they came from" 
e In September, 24 Roman Calhohcs, including a 
pflest and 20 nuns, were detained In Fujlan provmce 
when police found them holdmg church services m a 
mushroom-processing factory. According to reports. 
Father llu Shaozhang was so severely beaten by police 
durmgarrest that he vomited blood. Two of the nuns 
were allegedly released the following day after 
parishioners paid a large sum of money to the police; 
the whereabouts of the other 22 detainees remained 
unknown at the end of the year 

Repression of Internet users 
People continued to be arrested and charged WIth 
serious offences for using the Internet to spread 
information about human rights or other politically 
sensitive Issues. Attempts by the authorities to control 
access and use of the Internet 10 China mcluded the 
closure in August of what was deSCribed as the first ever 
pro-democracy websile. In October and November, the 
government Issued regulations to control news sites 
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and chat-rooms and combat Winternet cnmesw, 
including the expression of views deemed "harmful to 
the state" 
""j Huang 01 was arrested m the southwestern City of 
Chengdu m June for pubhshmg Information on the 
Internet about the 1989 crack-down on pro-democracy 
protests, He was charged with wsubverting state power", 
but was not known to have been tried by the end of the 
year 

Repression of reformers and dissidents 
People continued to be detained and sentenced to 
terms of Imprisonment or "re-education through 
labourw for peacefully promotmg reforms These 
mcluded political dissidents, such as members of the 
banned China Democratic Party, and anu-corruptlon 
and environmental campaigners 
a In September dissident writer 01 Yanchen was 
sentenced to four years' Imprisonment (or "subversion" 
by a court m Hebel province. He was one of the 
founders of an environmental movement, the China 
Development Umon, which was banned in 1998. HIS 
Imprisonment was believed to be connected with hiS 
writings, In particular his book, Chma's Co/lapse, which 
argues that China must Introduce political reforms If It 
wants to avoid widespread SOCIal unrest 
Cl In April, AnJun, an anti-corruption campaigner, 
was sentenced to four years' Imprisonment for "anu­
government actJviuesw by a court In Xmyang, Henan 
province. The evidence against hIm was reportedly 
based on four essays he had written but never 
publ ished. Prior to hiS arrest in July 1999, An Jun had 
formed an Independent anti-corruption group which 
claimed to have uncovered over 100 cases of 
corruption 

Tiananmen Square anniversary 
The authOrities once again suppressed all anempts to 
mark the anniversary of the June 1989 crack-down on 
pro-democracy aCllvlsts when hundreds of ciVilians 
were massacred and tens of thousands of others were 
Injured or arrested. Every year Since 1989. the 
anniversary has sparked further arrests and detentions 
of those seeking justice for the victims and their families 

Eleven years on, no public inquiry had been 
instituted IntO the events and no compensation had 
been granted to the families of the victims. At the end of 
2000 more than 200 people were beheved to remain In 
prison for their activities In connection with the 1989 
protests. 

Torture and Ill-treatment of detainees remained 
widespread. Victims included both political detainees 
and criminal suspects, InCidents were reported In 
police stations. detention centres, prisons, labour 
camps, repatrtation centres and drug rehabihtatton 
centres. There were also frequent reports of the use of 
torture during non-custodial control measures such as 
"residential Supervision" and during the ·special 
isolauon" of officmls being Investigated for alleged 
corruption 
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Torture dUring mterrogatlon was perpetrated agamst 
all types of detainees and was a component part of 
some high-profile antl-cnme or political campaigns 
such as the crack-down on the Fa/un Gong. 

The extent of deaths In custody as a result of tOrture 
remained largely unacknowledged by the authOrities 
In many cases, parllcularly those JOvolvlng political 
prisoners or perceived enemies of the government, 
offiCials Simply denIed responSibility and no proper 
IOvesugauon was undertaken 
Cl (hen ZIXIU. a 60-year-old Fa/un Gong-praCtitioner, 
reportedly died under torture m February while held by 
police In Welfang. Shandong province. Fellow 
detalOees testified In detail about how she was 
tortured. Accordmg to her daughter, when the family 
came to fetch (hen ZIX1U'S body, It was covered in 
brUises, her teeth were broken and blood was coming 
out of her ears. local pohce reportedly later claimed 
that she had "died of a heart attack" 

Prison conditions remained harsh and the rout me 
denial of medical care posed a serious threat to many 
pnsoners. 
CS' Zhang Shanguang, a former teacher and labour 
nghts activist held m Hunan ProvIOce No. I Pnson, was 
forced to continue domg heavy physical work In fetters 
despitesurrenng from a serious lung il lness. When he 
tried to stop worklOg, he was reportedly beaten. He had 
been detained in July 1998 and one of the charges 
against him was based on an Interview he gave to a US­
funded radiO station in which he spoke, among other 
things. about peasant demonstrations In Hunan 
province. He was sentenced to 10 years' Impnsonment 
and five years' deprivation of political nghts follOWing a 
trial behind closed doors that lasted just over two 
hours, 8y the end of the year, Zhang Shanguang had 
reportedly been held for four months m solitary 
confinement as punishment for wrefusing 10 confess hiS 
crimes", He had also reportedly been denied family 
VISits 

Denial of due process and unfair trials 
The authOrities contlOued to flout the CrlmlOal 
Procedure law in many cases. Poliucal defendants 
were routinely denied their right to due process and 
their lawyers were often subjected to pressure by the 
authorities. 
a LI Xiaobmg and Li Xiaomel, two sIsters from 
Beljing, were tried ," secret in BelJIOg In January and 
sentenced to seven and SIX years' imprisonment 
respectively. The sisters were convicted of "il legal 
trading" in connection with the sale of Falun Gong 
publications. However, they were arrested on 20 July 
1999 - two days before the Falun Gong, and therefore 
ItS literature, were banned. The two women were held 
for more than three months without charge, in 
Violation of Chtnese law, and denied access to their 
family. In August 1999. before formal charges had been 
laid, the offiCial Xmhuanews agency published 
accusations against them, showing clearly that they 
were already conSidered gUilty. Accordtng to unoffiCial 
sources, their lawyer was put under pressure not to 
present a plea of "not gUilty- at their trial 
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Death penalty 
The death penalty continued to be used extensively 
and arbltranly. Pohucal lnterference was common 
Often mass executions were earned out before major 
events or public holidays as a warning to others 
Execullon was by shooting or lethal inJecuon and 
sometimes took place within hours of sentenclng_ The 
limited and Incomplete records available toAI at the 
end of the year showed that at least 1.511 death 
sentences had been passed and at least 1 ,000 
executions earned out m 2000. These were believed to 
be only a fraction of the true figures as death penalty 
statistiCS remamed a state secret In Chma. Many cases 
were reported 10 which death sentences were passed 
on the basis of contentious eVidence. includmg 
confessions extracted under torture. 
a Zhuo XIBojun was sentenced to death on 14January 
after a blatantly unfair trial. He had been detamed in 
December 1989 and sentenced to death However, the 
conviction was overturned on appeal and a retrial 
ordered. thiS began in January 1993 but was adjourned 
for seven years. The latest trial in January 2000 lasted 
only a few hours. No witnesses were called: no new 
eVidence was reportedly presented; and a confesslon­
which Zhuo Xiaojun testified was extracted under 
torture and which had been undermined by forensic 
eVidence-was central to the prosecution's case. No 
VISitS by Zhuo Xiaojun's family had ever been 
permitted. He was reported to suffer from hepatitis, a 
bleeding stomach and ulcerating skin, Both while under 
the mltlal and the second death sentences, he was 
reported to be held With hands and feet shackled 
together at all umes. Zhuo XiaoJun's appeal was heard 
on 2B November. No deciSIon had been reported by the 
end of the year 

Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region (XUAR) 
Executions of Uighur political prisoners labelled as 
·separatlsts· or Wterrorlsts· by the author1l1es 
continued. Most were passed after secret or summary 
trials where convictions were based on confeSSions 
extracted under torture. The XUAR was the only region 
of China where political prisoners were known to have 
been executed m recent years. The pattern of gross 
human rights Violations reported from the XUAR 
included prolonged arbitrary incommunicado 
detention, torture and I ll-treatment and unfair trials 
The targets of abuses were mainly Ulghurs, the majority 
ethniC group among the predominantly Muslim local 
population. There was an IOcrease in religious 
persecutIOn by the authorHles. IslamiC groups and 
prominent individuals m the Muslim commuOlty were 
subjected to repressive and often brutal measures 
Thousands remained Imprisoned 
a Reblya Kadeer, an Uighur bUSinesswoman and 
mother of ro, was sentenced to eight years' 
Imprisonment after a secret trial In March. She was 
cha�ed with ·provldlngsecret information across the 
border for sending COpies of publicly available 
newspapers to her husband, a former political pnsoner 
hving abroad. Reblya Kadeer, a prominent campaigner 
promoting Uighurwomen's rights, had been detained In 
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August 1999 In Urumql, capital of the XUAR, while on her 
way to meet a VISitor from the US Congressional 
Research Service. Her appeal against her sentence was 
rejected In November by the XUAR High People's Court, 
followmg which she was transferred to the Baijiahu 
pnson In Urumql. She was reported to be 10 poor health 

Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) 
In January the 17th Karmapa - the highest proftle 
religiOUS leader to leave the TAR in recent years­
escaped Into exile. RepreSSion of religious actiVities \0 
the TAR intenSified dUring 2000. Hundreds of Buddhist 
monks and nuns were believed to remain 10 prison at 
the end of the year. Many prisoners were forced to 
work long hours In harsh conditions. Inadequate and 
poor quality food combined with insanitary conditions 
caused health problems for many Inmates. Few escaped 
torture and Ill-treatment, particularly dunng the early 
stages of custody. 
B Ngawang Choephel, a Tibetan ethno-muslcologlst, 
contmued to serve an IB-year prison sentence. He had 
been convicted In 1996 of "espionage and counter­
revolutionary activities·. At the time of his detention he 
had been gathermg material for the production of a 
documentary film about traditional Tibetan performmg 
arts. Ngawang Choephel was held in Powo Tramo prison 
and was reported to be in poor health, suffermg from 
"bronchitiS, hepatitis and respiratory Infections·. In 
August, hiS mother was given permission by the Chmese 
authorities to travel from India to Tibet to visit her 
impnsoned son for the first time since his arrest in 1995 

Asylum-seekers 
In April some 50 North Korean nationals were forCibly 
returned by the Chinese authorities to North Korea 
(Democratic People's Republic of Korea) where they 
were feared [0 be at senous risk of human rights 
violations. They were among thousands of others 
reportedly returned to North Korea in prevIous months 
Without being granted access to any asylum procedure. 

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
Continuing litigation over the nght of abode stipulated 
In the Basic law fuelled debate over the role and 
autonomy of Hong Kong courts when interpreting 
constitutional nghts under the ·One Country Two 
Systems' model. 
Freedom of expression and the right to peaceful 
assembly 
Frequent demonstrations were held against a wide 
range of government policies. 
a In May, activist Leung Kwok-hung was sentenced to 
14 days' imprisonment for Wcontempt· after shouting a 
slogan duringan October 1999 legislative council 
meeting 
B In August and September, 16 demonstrators, 
includlOgseven student leaders, were arrested under 
the controversial 1997 Public Order ordinance for 
failing to give seven days' notice prior to a 
demonstration inJune. PartiCipants had formally 
complained of excessive use of force by police who had 
used pepper spray and punched and kicked protesters. 
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The arrests triggered large unauthorized solidarity 
marches and renewed public scrutiny of the ordinance. 
In October, the charges were dropped 
a A public investigation which substantiated 
allegations of official mterference In academiC freedom 
at the University of Hong Kong led to the reSignation of 
the vlce·chancellor and pro-vlce·chancellor In 
September 
a Staff of the Central Government liaison Office 
(formerly the New China News Agency or Xmhua) told 
the Hong Kong media not to report the views of pro· 
Independence Taiwanese, and warned Hong Kong 
businesses of the risks of choosing such trading 
partners 
Alleged illegal immigrants and asylum-seekers 
Two officials and an mterpreter were charged with 
pervertlng the course of justice after several people 
were wrongfully detained for Immigration offences 
after allegedly belOg pressunzed or misled IOto making 
false confeSSions. They included a teenage girl and a 
female tounst from Viet Nam. A severely mentally 
disabled boy went mlsslOg in mainland China after 
immigration offiCials allowed him to cross the border 
alone Without papers and then blocked his attempts to 
return 

In january, theJury at a coroner's inquest Into the 
August 1999 death of Prince Evls Ose In a fire In his cell 
In Victoria Prison called for �senous action� across 
government departments. The prison was used to 
detain alleged overstayers, il legal immigrants and 
asylum·seekers under the Immigration Ordmance, 
potentially without trial and for an unlimited period 
The Inquest heard that recommendations made In 1987 
to mstall flre·fighung equipment and remove 
flammable fittings had been largely ignored by offiCials 
because they conSidered pnsons had no public access 

In May the UN Committee against Torture 
recommended that Hong Kong's laws and practices to 
outlaw torture and to protect refugees be brought into 
conformity with the UN Convention against Torture. 

Macao Special Administrative Region (MSAR) 
Rising unemployment undermined high expectations of 
economic recovery and government reform under the 
Chinese regime. Unemployed workers staged several 
large marches, culminating In a Violent confrontation 
on 2july when police used tear gas to disperse stone· 
throwing demonstrators and arrested several al leged 
organizers 

The police reported a significant decrease in triad· 
gang related Violence. Several defendants complained 
they had been falsely charged and denied any right to 
bail under wlde·ranglng 1999 legislation against 
ofEanlzed cnme. Severe overcrowding was reported at 
the MSAR's one prison 

In December, on the eve of PreSident jiang Zemm's 
Visit to celebrate the (Irst anniversary of the MSAR. 
police occupied the home of Fa/un GongofEamzer Lam 
Yatmlng. clalmlOg they were searchlOg for banned 
Items, and detained democracy actiVist Lee Kmyuen 
Peaceful Fa/un Gonggathenngs were forcibly 
dispersed, and many local and foreign practitioners 
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were detained. The Chief Executive promised to 
mvestlgate allegations that police had beaten 
practitioners while removlOg them from the MSAR 
PreSident Jlang Zemtn urged Macao to take concrete 
measures to defend Beijing's authonty and prohibit 
actiVIties agalOst the central government 

AI cou ntry reports 
• Women', Rights are Human Rights - China Arbitrary 

detention of Reblya Kadeer- a women's human fights 
defender and pflsonerof conscience (AI Index.: ASA 
171004/2000) 

• People', Republic of China: The crack·down on Fa/un 
Gong and other so-called -heretical organizations- (AI 

Index;A5A 171011 /2000) 
• People's Republic of Chlna: Tlananmen - 11 yea" on 

and stili no government mqulry: -forgotten pnsoners­
(Al lndex; A5A 171017/2000) 

• People', Republic of China: Death Penalty Log 1999 
(AI Index; A5A 17/049/2000) 

COLOM BIA 

REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA 
Head of state and government: Andres Pastrana 
Arango 
Capital: Santaf. de BogoU 
Population: 42.3 million 
Official language: SpanISh 
Death penalty: abolitiOn ist for all cnmes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the 
Involvement of children In  armed conflict 

The human rights crisis continued to deepen against 
a background of a spiralling armed conflict. The 
parties to the conflict intensified their military 
actions throughout the country in campaigns 
characterized by gross and systematic violations of 
human rights and international humanitarian law. 
The principal victims of political violence were 
civilians, particularly peasant farmers living in areas 
disputed between government forces and allied 
paramilitaries, and armed opposition groups. 
Human rights defenders, journalists, judicial 
officials, teachers, trade unionists and leaders of 
Afro-Colombian and indigenous communities were 
among those targeted. More than 4,000 people 
were victims of political killings, over 300 
"di,appeared", and an estimated 300,000 people 
were internally displaced. At least 1,500 people 
were kidnapped by armed opposition groups and 
paramilitary organizations; mass kidnaps of 
civilians continued. Torture - often involving 
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mutilation - remained widespread, particularly as a 
prelude to murder by paramilitary groups. "Death 
squad"-style killings continued in urban areas. 
Children suffered serious human rights violations 
particularly in the context of the armed conflict 
New evidence emerged of continuing collusion 
between the armed forces and illegal paramilitary 
groups. Progress continued in a limited numberof 
judicial investigations, but impunity for human 
rights abuses remained the norm. 

Escalating conflict 
Few areas of the country remained unaffected by the 
escalating confliCt. The number and intenSity of direct 
confrontations between the parties to the conflict 
increased. The pnnclpal victims continued to be 
civilians. The majority of kill ings were carried out by 
Illegal paramilitary groups operating With the tacit or 
active support of the Colombian armed forces. 
All parties to the connlct. Including the Colombian 
armed forces. routinely breached their obligation to 
allow and faCilitate access by humanitanan 
organizations to conflict areas to aid Civilian 
communities under attack or caught In the crossfire. 
and to assist wounded combatants. In separate 
incidents. wounded combatants under the protection 
of the International Committee of the Red Cross were 
summarily executed by the Autodefensas Unidas de 
Colombia (AUC). United Self-Defence Groups of 
Colombia. and the Fuerzas Armadas Revo/ucionarlas de 
Colombia(FARC). Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia. 

Peace process 
Peace talks which began in 1999 between the 
government and the FARC continued In the 
demilitarized zone for much of the year. but no 
substantive agreement was reached. In November the 
FARC indeflmtely suspended talks demanding that the 
government demonstrate greater and clearer efforts to 
combat paramilitary groups. 

Despite the suspension of talks, in December the 
government extended until the end of January 2001 the 
demil itarization of five municipalities in Meta and 
Caqueta departments which remained under the de 
facrocontrol of the FARC. 

The fragility of the peace process was further 
underlined by the government's failure to implement 
peace proposals in the face of opposition from sectors 
of the armed forces and paramilitary groups. Efforts to 
�in peace talks with the Ejerclro de LJberaci6n 
Naciona/(ELN), National liberation Army, were 
systematically blocked by paramilitary·backed protests 
in the three muniCipalities in the central Magdalena 
Medio region which the government had agreed in April 
to demilitarize in order to facilitate talks. The 
designated area had not been demilitarized and formal 
talks had not begun by the end of the year. 

Despite repeated government promises to dismantle 
paramilitary forces. no effectIVe action was taken to 
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curtail. much less to end. their widespread and 
systematic atrocities. In contrast to their declared aim 
to combat guerrilla forces, paramilitary actions 
conttnued to target the ciVilian population through 
massacres, torture, the destruction of communitles and 
the displacement of the population. 
a In February. 200 paramilitary gunmen raided the 
village of El Sal ado, Bollvar department, killing 36 
people, including a slx·year·old child. Many victims 
were tied toa table in thevl llage sports field and 
subjected to torture, including rape, before being 
stabbed or shot dead. Others were killed in the village 
church. During the three·day attack, military and police 
units stationed nearby made no effort to Intervene. 
Instead. a Navy Infantry unit reportedly set up a 
roadblock on the access road to El Salado. thus 
prevenung humanitarian organizations from reachIng 
the village. Arrest warrants were Issued against 
I1 paramilItary members, includIng AUC leader Carlos 
Castatio. in connection with the massacre. Manne 
Colonel Rodrlgo OUltiones, commander of the Navy's 
1st Brigade. was promoted to General while 
investigatIons into the possible criminal respons1blllty 
in connection With the massacre of troops under his 
command were still under way. Government 
investigations had preViously linked General Ouil'iones 
to the murders of more than 50 people in 
Barrancabermeja, Santanderdepartment. In 1991 and 
1992. However. the military justice system, which 
claimed jurisdiction in the case. dropped the charges. 
a Over 40 people were kil led in Novemberdunngan 
AUC attack on several fishing villages in the 
municipality of La Clenaga, Magdalena department. A 
further lO people reportedly "disappeared". 

The government again failed to set up the specialist 
military units to combat paramilitary groups which It 
had repeatedly promised. The armed forces failed 10 
attack or dismantle paramilitary bases. the majortty of 
which were located in close proximity to army and 
police bases. 

Armed forces 
a Six children aged between six and 15 on a school 
ouung were shot dead by the army In August. Several 
others were seriously Injured. An army patrol opened 
fire on the school parry in Pueblorrico. Antioquia 
department. al legedly in the belief that they were 
guerrilla fIghters. Fourteen soldiers were under 
investigation by a military court at the end of the year. 
None was arrested. 

CollUSion between the Colombian security forces. 
particularly the army. and paramilitary groups 
continued and. indeed, strengthened. Instances of 
collaboration included the shanng of intelligence 
Information. the transfer of prisoners, the provision of 
ammunition by the armed forces to the paramil itary, 
and joint patrols and military operations in which 
serious human rights Violations were committed. 
a A wide·ranging pattern of collUSion between the 
national police. the army and paramilitary forces in the 
area of Puerto Asis. Putumayo department, was 
revealed to the authonlles by a member of the national 
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police and the local human nghts ombudsman 
According to their sworn testlmoOles, paramilitary 
groups consorted openly with army personnel and 
police 10 the town of Puerto ASls. On the outskirts of the 
town they mamtalned a base, where people who had 
been abducted were taken to be tortured and killed 
The base was only a few hundred metres from the 
headquarters of the army's 24th Brigade and a base of 
the 25th Battalion. Army orflcers held regular meetings 
with paramilitary leaders in the base. 

In September, President Pastrana. by decree law, 
delegated to the armed forces command discretionary 
presidential powers to dismiss offending armed forces 
personnel. This paved the way for the dismissal in 
October of 89 officers and 299 lower-rankmg members 
of the armed forces. No details were released of the 
names of those dismissed or the causes. However, It 
was believed that fewer than 50 Involved human fights 
offences None of those dismissed was brought to 
justice and senior members of the armed forces 
Implicated In human rights viola lions, by action or 
omiSSion, continued In service. In December, the 
Minister of Defence acknowledged that 50 of the 
dismissed army officers had JOined the AUC. 

Armed opposition groups 
Violations of mternational humanitarian law by armed 
oPPOsition groups increased significantly. Several 
hundred people, Including scores of ciVilians, were 
deliberately and arbitrarity killed by armed oPPOsition 
groups. In many cases the killings appeared to be 
reprisal or punishment killings of alleged military or 
paramilitary collaborators. Those killed Included 
Judicial officials, local politicians and journalists who 
were targeted because they were Investlgatingguerrilla 
abuses or opposed their pohcles 
b Elghteen-year-old Irish nallonal Tflstan James 
Murray was killed with his Colombian fnend, Javler 
Nova, by FARC urban militia InJuly. The two youths 
were beheaded after being captured In the town of 
Iconomo, Tohma department. 

The FARC and the ElN earned out numerous 
disproportionate and Indiscnmlnate attacks on military 
targets which caused significant Civilian casualties. 
Police and military bases In scores of towns and vil lages 
were attacked, frequently with loss of Civilian life. 
Some communities were attacked successively by 
paramilitary and armed opposition groups. FARC 
combatants reportedly summarily executed seriously 
wounded soldiers and police. 

Further reports emerged of serious Violations of 
international humanltanan law by the FARC in the 
demilitarized area. There were also credible reports 
,ha' people, including children, kidnapped by 'he FARe 
had been taken to the demilitanzed area 

In July the Attorney General said he had evidence 
that three-year-old Andres Felipe Suarez was being 
held In the FARC-controlled demihtanzed zone. Andres 
Fehpe Sua re, had been kIdnapped In April Allhough a 
senior FARC commander pledged to investigate the 
al legation, the whereabouts of the child remained 
unknown al the end of the year. No independent 
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Investlgallon of the allegations of abuses within the 
deml1nanzed area was permitted by the FARe. 

Children as young as 13 continued to be recruited by 
the FARe. 

Kidnapping 
Kidnapping and hostage-taking reached 
unprecedented levels. Of a reported ),000 cases, more 
than half were believed to have been carned out by 
armed OPPOsition groups and paramlhtary 
organizations. Children accounted for 100 of the 
victims 
a In September the ELN abducted more than 50 
people from roadSide restaurants outside the southern 
city of Call. While most were eventually released, two 
hostages died as a result of injuries they sustained In 
captivity and one died because of lack of adequate 
medical treatment for an ulcer 

In October, AUC paramilitary forces abducted SIX 
congressional representauves to protest about the 
debate In Congress of a government proposal to 
exchange FARC political pnsoners for soldiers and 
police held captive by the FARe. The representatives 
were released following a meeting- descnbed by the 
government as whumanitanan" -between AUC 
commanders and the Intenor Minister 

Plan Colombia 
A controversial aid package, known as Plan Colombia, 
was presented by the Colombian government to the 
international community. The Plan, onglnally designed 
to seek aid to support the peace process, was 
transformed Into a predominantly military plan 
ostensibly aimed at combating illicit drug cultivation In 
July the Plan received the backing of the US 
government which approved a US$I.} billion, 
principally military, aid package. In approving the aid, 
the US Congress added human rights conditions and a 
requirement that the US government peno(hcally 
certify that the Colombian armed forces were acting to 
pUnish human rights Violators and to sever their lies to 
the paramilitary. In August, US PreSident Bill Clinton 
waIVed most of the human nghts conditions on the 
grounds of US national secUrity Interests. AI opposed 
the military aid program which It believed would 
escalate the human nghts criSiS and the armed connict 
and deplored the decision to waive human rights 
conditions. 

Other members of the international community, 
including the European Union. pledged support for the 
peace process, human nghts and development 
programs, but made clear that such support was 
independent of Plan Colombia 
Putumayo 
Although the military component of Plan Colombia was 
not due to come Into effect until early 1001, ItS Impact 
was immediate. In response to the US military aid 
package, the FARC launched a series of anacks 
throughout the country. The southern department of 
PUlumayo, the principal focus of Plan Colombia, was 
particularly affected by an upsurge in Violence 
CiVIlians were caught In the crossfire as the FARC and 
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anny-backed paramilitary forces (ought for control of 
the region 

Persecution of human rights defenders 
Protecllon programs set up by the ColombIan 
government proved insufficient to counter the 
continuing campaign of Inumldation, harassment and 
attacks against human rights defenders. At least two 
human rights defenders were killed and three 
�dlsappeared� Many others received persistent death 
threats, Defenders In Barrancabermeja, Santander 
department, and in Medellin. Antioquia department, 
were particularly at risk. 
a Jesus Ramiro Zapata Hoyos, founding member of 
the Comit� de Derechos Humanos del Nordesre 
Ancloqueno. North East Amioqula Human Rights 
(ommmee. was shot dead in May in Segovla, AntioqUl8 
department. He had received repeated death threats 
from paramilitary forces 
a Angel Oulntero and Claudla Monsalve, members of 
the Asoc,ac,6n de Fam,hares de Deremdos­
Desaparecldos(ASFADDES), AsSOCiation of FamIlies of 
the Detained Disappeared, were abducted by 
Unldenllfled gunmen In Medellln In October. Their 
whereabouts remained unknown at the end of the year 
Angel OUlntero had faced continuous threats and 
harassment as a result of his work with ASFADDES 
Several members of his family had -disappeared- In 
previOUS years 

Journalists Investigating and publishing reports 
about human rights and political violence were also 
targeted. Eight journalists were killed, mainly by 
paramilitary forces, and many more received death 
threats or were kidnapped 
a In May,Jmeth Bedoya lima, ajournalist with the 
dally El Espectadornewspaper, was abducted In BogotA 
by paramilitary gunmen and subjected to phYSical and 
psychological torture before being released 12 hours 
later DUring her ordeal. her abductors threatened to 
kill her and four of her colleagues who also reported on 
human rights ISSUes 

Increasing numbers of judiCial offiCials investigating 
human rights abuses were threatened, attacked and 
kidnapped by army-backed paramilitary forces and 
guerrilla organizations 
a SevenjUdiClal invesugators -disappeared­
follOWing their abduction by paramilitary forces In 
Cesar department in March. Six judicial officials were 
killed 
e! In Apnl, Marganta Pulgann, a Medellin-based 
prosecutor who specialized In investigating links 
between the military and paramilitary groups. was shot 
dead outSide her home 

Justice and impunity 
The Attorney General's Human Rights Unit invesllgated 
over 900 cases of Violations of human rights and 
mternatlonal humanitarian law Significant progress 
was made m a number of cases 
o In June. SIX members of the National Police were 
remanded in custody on charges of colluding with 
paramilitary forces in a massacre In the town ofTibu, 
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North Santander department, Injuly 1999. Several 
army officers were also under investigation In 
connection with the massacre 
� Two members of the FARC were formally charged In 
absentia with the murder of three US Indigenous rights 
actiViStS abducted and murdered in February 1999 
ei Four paramilitary gunmen were convicted of the 
murder m May 1997 of human rights and environmental 
activists Mario Calder6n and Eisa Alvarado. and Elsa's 
father, Carlos Alvarado. 

However, the vast maJomy of perpetrators of 
violations of human rights and international 
humanitarian law continued to evade accountability 
Despite numerous outstanding arrest warrants. no 
attempt was made by the armed and security forces to 
capture paramilitary leaders responSible for 
Widespread human rights Violations. Paramilitary 
leaders arrested by CIVilian JudiCial Investigators. 
routinely escaped from police or military detention 

In defiance of the Constitutional Court. the military 
justice system continued to clalmjunsdlcllon In cases 
In which senior armed forces offIcers were Implicated 

Legislation 
In July. after six prevIous attempts had failed, a law was 
enacted making "dlsappearances�. genOCide and forced 
displacement crlmmal offences punishable With prison 
terms ofup to 60 years. The law, however, omitted a 
clause, opposed by President Pastrana, that would have 
provided that all heinOUS crimes would be tried by 
civilian courts. 

A reformed MIlitary Penal Code came into effect in 
August. The Code introduced important mo(hficauons. 
including allowing civilians to act as plaintiffs In 
military penal proceedings and prohibiting 
commanding officers from slttlOg as judges In cases 
involving military personnel under their command 
However. the new law fatled to give clvlhan courts 
exclusive JUrisdiction over human rights Violations 

Intergovernmental organizations 
In a statement from the Chalf, the UN CommiSSion on 
Human Rights condemned the persistent grave human 
nghts violations and abuses perpetrated by 
paramilitary forces and armed opposition groups and 
called on the government to ensure that members of 
state forces involved in human rights violations, or 
collUSion with paramilitary groups, were suspended 
and brought to trial. The Commission expressed 
particular concern about the increase in the number of 
internally displaced people. the continuing attacks on 
human nghts defenders and the persistence of 
Impunity, particularly In the military Jurisdiction 

During a VISit to Colombia In December. the UN High 
CommiSSioner for Human Rights said the human rights 
situation was �extremely crltlcal�. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 

• Colombia: Protection of human rights defenders - One 
step fOlWard, three steps back (AI Index: AMR 
23/022/20001 



• Colombia Return to Hope - forCibly DISplaced 
CommunIties of UraM and MedIc Atrato (AI Index: 
AMR 23/023/2000) 

• Colombia Human Rights and USA MIlitary Aid to 
Colombia (AI Index; AMR 23/065/2000), pUblIShed 
Jomtly with Human Rights Watch and the WashIngton 
Office on Latm America 

Visits 
AI delegates vIsited Colombia on six occasions and, 
dUring a meeting with the Vice-President In September, 
reiterated AI's call to the government to end human 
rights vIolations 

CON GO 
(DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OFTHE) 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OfTHE CONGO 
Head of state and government: laurent-Df!sire Kabila 
Capital: Kinshasa 
Population: 51 6 mil l ion 
Official languages: French, Kikongo, Klswahlli, lIngala, 
Tshlluba 
Death penalty: retentlonist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the 
Involvement of children In armed conflict; Rome 
Statute of the International Crimmal Court 

War continued to ravage the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC). Thousands of civilians were 
unlawfully killed and tens of thousands more, 
displaced from their homes and cut off from 
humanitarian aid within the ORC, were facing 
starvation by the end of 2000. Tens of thousands 
fled to neighbouring countries. Torture, including 
rape, was widespread. All sides used the war to 
justify the repression of political dissent and the 
imprisonment of opponents was routine. At least 3S 
executions were carried out by the ORC government 
The armed opposition also carried out executions. 

Background 
At least six foreign countries continued to be directly 
Involved in the war in the oRC, which continued despite 
the signing of the Lusaka cease-Hre agreement In mid-
1999. oRC government troops were supported by 
Angolan. Namlbian and Zimbabwean forces. The armed 
opposition -composed of the Goma-based faction of 
the Rasscmblement congolals pour la democratle(RCo­
Goma), Congolese Rally for Democracy, the ReO­
Mouvement de Liberatlon(RCD-Ml), RCD-Movement of 
Llberallon. and the Mouvement pour la l,beration du 
Congo (M LC), Movement for the Liberation of Congo ­
received support from Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda 

CON 

There appeared to be a lack of genuine political Will 
to reach a settlement. With belhgerents on all Sides 
reportedly exploiting the ORe's vast natural resources 
The proposed deployment of UN troops to monnor the 
cease-fire was prevented by insecurity and lack of 
cooperation from the waITIng parties, particularly the 
ORC government. Diplomatic initiatives Included the 
Signing of a disengagement plan In Kampala In April and 
a meeting in Kenya in June between oRC President 
Laurent-Desire Kabila and PreSident Paul Kagame of 
Rwanda Rwanda and Uganda continued to invoke the 
secumy threat posed by armed OppoSition groups 
based within the oRC to justify their involvement In the 
confliCt. Burundl continued to deny any Involvement 

Heavy fighting was reported throughout much of 
2000 In the northwestern province of Equateur 
between oRC government troops and the MLC, led by 
Jean-Pierre Bemba. The ORC government was accused 
of indiSCriminate bombing In the region which resulted 
In Civilian casualties. The fighting forced tens of 
thousands of Civilians to nee to neighboUring countries 
(see Republlcof the Congo entry). There was also heavy 
fighting in the southeastern province of Katanga. where 
the RCo-Goma and its allies took the town of Pweto m 
December Thousands ned across the border to Zambia. 

In August Ugandan forces and the RCo·ML forCibly 
recruited over 100 child soldiers in Bunia and 
transferred them to Uganda for military training. In 
November and December the RCD-Goma engaged In a 
mass recruitment drive in the Kivu region In which 
hundreds of people, mcludlng children, were 
reportedly recrUIted, many by force 

Deliberate reprisals against the Civilian population 
were a common reaction by all sides to military 
setbacks and many unarmed Civilians were 
extrajudicially executed m revenge attacks. There were 
also many rapes. By the end of 2000 as many as two 
million Civilians were internally displaced and unable 
to support themselves. Many were facing starvation. 

Areas under government control 
Political prisoners 
A law passed in 1999, which effectively amounted to a 
ban on opposition parties, led to the Imprisonment of 
prisoners of conscience and the repression of political 
activity. A presidential amnesty for political prisoners 
announced in February led to the release of some 300 

detainees from Kinshasa's central prison. the Centre 
penitentialre et de reeducation de Kinshasa (CPRK) 
However. some mdlviduals who should have benefited 
remained In detention. Others were rearrested soon 
after their release and other politically motivated 
arrests continued throughout 2000. 

e'l On 19 July, 10 members of the Union pouriB 
democralle et le progres sOCla/(Uops), Union for 
Democracy and SocIal Progress, a major opposition 
party, were arrested in Kinshasa for allegedly holding a 
political meetmg Several were Ill-treated and 
threatened with death dUring their Inlllal police 
interrogation. For the next month all 10 were detamed 
together m a tmy police cell. where they were allowed 
no viSits or medical treatment. They then spent three 
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days In an unventilated unde�round cell before bemg 
transferred to the CPRK on 19 August 
f.5 (athenne NZUII wa Mbombo. president of the 
Mouvemenr Populalre de la RevoIUllon(MPR), Popular 
Revolution Movement. was arrested on nJuly and 
subjected to five days' interrosation by the secumy 
services dUring which she was Ill-treated. She was 
charged with endangenng state secUrity, apparently on 
the basIs of radio interviews she had given to Radio 
France Internationale, She was kept under house arrest 
unttl S December, when she was provisionally released 
Ej On 15 November Eugene Dlomi Ndongala 
Nzomambu. the coordinator of the Front pour la Surv;e 
de la Democratie(FSD), an umbrella group or about IS 
small panles. was arrested by the security services and 
held Incommunicado for over two weeks before being 
transferred 10 lheCPRK. Chal]ed With endangering stale 
secunty. he was provIsionally released on 8 December 
ei On 8 December Jonas Mukamba Kadlata. a former 
director of a national mining company. and pastor 
Placlde Tshlsumpa, president of a pnsoner support 
organlzatton. were released after nearly SIX months' 
detention without tnal They were charged In 
November With endangenng state security. As a result 
of their detention. both men had to be hospitalized 
PastorTshlsumpa was In particularly poor health With a 
heart condition. He was nevertheless brieny returned 
to the CPRK In November until fellow prisoners 
protested to the prison authoritieS and secured his 
return to the cliniC. 
Crack-down on alleged coup conspirators 
From late October onwards. the government arrested 
soldiers and cIvilians from the eastern provinces of 
North-Klvu and South-KIVU, after uncovering an alleged 
coup plot. Anselme Masasu Nlndaga, formerly a leading 
figure In the armed group whICh brought President 
Kablla to power In 1997. was among the fIrst to be 
arrested. In November he was transferred to Katanga 
where he was reportedly held incommUnicado. 
awaiting probable court martial Such court martials 
have not In the past met international faIr trial 
standards There were unconflfmed reports that some 
of those arrested In connection with the alleged coup 
plOI were extrajUdiCially executed 

Scores of others were held IncommUnicado and 
without charge In vanous detention centres In 
Kinshasa They included Jeanlne Mukanirwa. a 
women's rIghts activist from South-Kivu. who was 
arrested on 11 December. Several "disappeared", 
Including Almee Ntabarusha Mungu. a civil servant, 
who was arrested with her three-month-old son on 13  
November, apparently because she had a lodger from 
KIVu suspected of involvement In the alleged coup plot 
She was held at a secunty service detentIon centre 
known as the Group£> Llrho Moborl (GlM) building until 
23 November. when she was reportedly taken away in a 
truck with several other detainees. She had not been 
seen again by the end of the year 
Death penalty 
Despite repeated assurances given to both AI and the 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights that the 
government was committed to a moratorium on 
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executions. at least 35 people were executed during 
2000. The maJority of death sentences were handed 
down by the Courd'ordre mllIl8Ire(COM). Military 
Order Court. a court which does not meet International 
fair trial standards. There IS no appeal against the 
decISions of the Court 

In late January and early February. 19 people were 
executed Most had been convICted of murder or armed 
robbery In September, fIve soldiers and three CiVilians 
were taken from the CPRK and reportedly executed On 
11 December a further eight prisoners, including three 
civilians, were executed by firing squad. Among them 
was a police officer, Kabangi Ngoy, who had been 
sentenced by the COM the previous day for a murder 
committed on 8 December 

At the end of 2000 up 10 60 people were on death 
row at the CPRK. Some had been convICted of economic 
or politICal crimes. They included Nglmbl Nkiama and 
Bukasa Musenga, who were convicted in 1999 of 
stealing fuel from the milttary 

Torture and II!-treatment continued to be Widespread 
In unoffICial detention centres run by the security 
services. where detainees were almost Invanably held 
Incommunicado. Beatings, including whippings 
administered with cordeJetres(belts), were particularly 
common, Psychological torture was also frequent. with 
many detainees being threatened with death and some 
subjected 10 mock executions. 

Conditions in many detention centres were appalling 
and constituted cruel. inhuman and degrading 
treatment. Detainees were routinely refused medICal 
care Some detainees dIed as a result of tOrture 
el On 13 October Klkunl Masudl. a former member of 
the secunry servICes, died in security service custody In 
lubumbashl. He had reportedly been continuously 
tortured since hiS arrest on 7 October by agents from 
the Agenee nationaJe de renselgnemems (ANR), 
Nallonal lntelligence Agency. He had reportedly been 
whiPped, burned and hIS reel had been crushed by 
hammer blows. There was apparently no Investigation 
of his death 

':! On 25 May Isaac Akih, a former soldier, was 
detained by secunty servIce agents in Kinshasa and 
Interrogated for three hours, during which he was 
beaten around the head with rifle butts and tortured 
with electf!c shocks. He was also shown a hole that had 
been dug in the ground and told that it was going to be 
his grave. He was later transferred to the CPRK where 
he remained at the end of 2000, accused of 
endangering state Secufity 
'31 On 16 November. 12 students. including Vital 
Ntaboba Badheka. were arrested by the army after a 
disturbance on a college campus In Kinshasa They 
were taken to Kokolo military barracks where they 
were stripped naked. whipped and threatened With 
death. They were detained overnight. naked and 
many with open wounds, In a filthy cell awash with 
excrement. They were released the follOWing 
morning No aCllon was taken against the soldiers 
responsible. 
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Human rights defenders 
Several human rights activists were harassed, 
threatened or briefly detained. Some. including 
members of La VOIX des Sans VOIX, The Voice of the 
Voiceless. and of the AssocIatIon afncame dedefense 
desdroits de f'homme(ASADHO), Mrican ASSOCiation 
for the Defence of Human Rights, were temporarily 
forced into hiding to avoid arrest 
a On 17 October Andre Tshowa MbUisha, a member of 
journallsteen dangerGED), Journalist In Danger, was 
arrested In Kinshasa while distributing a report on 
press freedom. He was taken to an unofficial detention 
centre where he was whipped and subjected to a mock 
execution. He was released a few hours later but in 
December was asked to report to the COM for 
questioning on unspecified charges. 
Journalists 
Press freedom remained tightly controlled. In 
September freedom of expression was further curtailed 
when the government announced that it was bringing 
some of the main pnvately owned television and radio 
stations under state control. A number of journalists 
were prisoners of conscience. 
a On 19 May Freddy loseke, editor of La Libre 
Afrlque, was sentenced to three years' imprisonment 
by the COM for allegedly insulting the army. 
a On 12 September, two newspaper editors, Emlle­
Aime Kakese Vinalu and Jean-Pierre Mukuna Ekanga, 
were sentenced to two years' Imprisonment by the 
COM on contrived charges of endangering state 
secUrlly. Jean-Pierre Mukuna Ekanga had gone to court 
that day to act as a trial witness. Emile-Aime Kakese 
Vinalu had been detained since 23June and was 
tortured. His newspaper's equipment, Including two 
computers and a printer, was confiscated. 
a Feu d'Or Bonsange, a Journalist WIth the weekly 
newspaper L 'Alarme, was arrested on 1 1  November and 
detained incommunicado by the security services. He 
was released without charge on I1 December but 
L 'Alarmewas forced to cease publishing. 
Unlawful killings 
Unarmed civilians were reportedly killed by 
government forces as a result either of direct attacks or 
of indiscriminate bombings. However, it was often 
difficult to obtain mdependent conflrmallon of 
Incidents In conflict zones. 
a On 29 December DRC government airplanes 
bombed the POrt of Boyele on the Oubangui river in 
neighbouring Republic of the Congo, reportedly killing 
eight people and injuring dozens, 

Areas controlled by opposition groups and 
foreign forces 
The RCD factions and their foreign allies were 
responsible for widespread abuses In eastern ORe. in 
particular the unlawful killing of civilians, arbitrary 
arrests. unlawful detention and torture. Including rape 
(see Rwanda and Uganda entries). Such abuses were 
often committed In response to attacks by armed 
groups opposed to the RCD-Goma. which included the 
Rwandese interahamweand ex-FAR(former Rwandese 
government army), Congolese armed groups known as 
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the may/-mayi, and Burundlan, mainly Hutu, armed 
groups. All of these groups were responsible for grave 
human rights abuses 
Unlawful killings 
a Ugandan forces and RCD-Ml troops were implicated 
in the killing of dozens of unarmed members of the Lendu 
ethnic group in the northeastern provInce of Kibali-Itun. 
On 20 Apnl at least IS were kilted in Rethy and a further 
six were kilted at Buba two days later. Tens of thousands 
of lendu fled from their homes to surrounding forests, 
where many died of starvation and disease. 
a On 14-15 May, some ]o Civilians were reportedly 
killed by RCD-Goma troops at the village of Katogota, 
south of Bukavu, apparently In repnsal for the kill ing of 
a senior RCD commander dUring clashes berween the 
RCD-Goma and a Burundlan armed OPPOSition group. 
The RCD-Goma announced an investigation. 
a Between sand 10 June, at least 700 civil ial1s were 
kil led when fighting broke out between Rwandese and 
Ugandan troops in Kisangani. Some people were shot 
dead; many others were killed in Indiscriminate 
shelling. Some captured soldiers were also 
extrajudicially executed - Rwandese soldiers 
reportedly executed at least 10 captured Ugandan 
soldiers on 1I and 12June after the fighting had SlOPped 
a On 9 July mterahamwe forces attacked a camp for 
the Internally displaced at Sake, west of Goma, 
reportedly killing 40 people 
a On 28 August as many as 12 people were reportedly 
killed at the village of Kirima, west of Butembo, In an 
attack on a local restaurant by Ugandan soldiers. They 
Included the couple who ran the restaurant and a 
schoolboy named Muhindo. 
Persecution of human rights defenders 
The RCD continued to be hostile towards human rights 
activists and dozens were detained durmg 2000. Some 
were tortured. 
a On 2 February Jean-Pierre Masumbuko, a member 
of the Goma-based non-governmental organIzation 
(NGO) APREDECI, was arrested by RCD soldiers and 
taken to the Chien Mechantdetention centre In Goma 
where soldiers reportedly took turns at beatmg him He 
was apparently accused of passing information to 
International human rights groups, Including sending 
photographs to AI. He escaped on 5 February. 
a In February Archbishop Emmanuel Katallko was 
banished by the RCD from Bukavu and sent to Butembo, 
after he criticized the presence of foreign powers in the 
ORe. Priests who voiced support for the archbishop 
were themselves threatened. He was allowed to return 
to Bukavu In September, shortly before his death during 
a visit to Italy. 
a On 29 August, four men who had recently been 
appointed to a new transitional assembly announced 
by PreSident Kabila were detained in Bukavu by the 
RCD-Goma and held for a month They included Paulin 
Bapolisi and Gervais Chirhalwlra Nkumimana, both 
lecturers. 
a On 9 October, 13 activists from various NGOs were 
arrested by Rwandese soldiers at the offices of the NGO 
Groupe jeremie. They had gathered to discuss the Visit 
of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to 
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Goma on 3 October. The I) were taken to a military 
camp at SaiO on the border with Rwanda. where they 
were reportedly tortured. They were released later the 
same day. Some later fled the country. 

There was widespread torture. including rape, of 
detainees held In RCD·Goma custody. 
a Karume Chislrikaa, a former teacher, was arrested 
by ReD-Goma In Bukavu on 28 September for his 
alleged role In a grenade attack 10 the town in August. 
He was reportedly beaten with an iron bar and told that 
he would be killed If he did not sign a confession. He 
was sull detained at the end of 2000. 
e WHly Kabala, F�hclte and Francoise NZlbera were 
beaten and detained for several hours on 16 January by 
ReD-Goma members, after failing to reveal the 
whereabouts of human rights activists. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• DemocratIC Republic of (oogo: Government terrorizes 

cntlcs (AI Index: AFR 62/001/2000) 

• Democratic Republic of Congo: Killing human decency 
(AI Index: AFR 62/007/2000) 

• AI urges the Presidents of Uganda and Rwanda to stop 
killings (AI Index: AFR 62/015/2000) 

Visits 
In October AI delegates vIS,ted parts of eastern ORC 
controlled by the armed opposition, including Coma, 
Bukavu and BunJa. ln late October and early November 
AI viSited the Republic of the Congo and the Central 
African Republic to interview refugees from the ORe. 
From late Novemberto early December AI visited 
Kinshasa. 
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CON GO 
(REPUBLIC OFTHE) 

REPUBLIC OFTHE CONGO 
Head of state and government: Denis Sassou Nguesso 
Capital: Brazzaville 
Population: 2.6 million 
Official language: French 
Death penalty: abolitionist in practice 

A measure of stability returned to the country after 
cease-fire agreements between warring militia were 
signed atthe end of 1999. Around halfthose militia 
were estimated to have been demobilized during 2000, 

with many being reintegrated into the army. However, 
a proposed national dialogue involving all sides to the 
conflict did nottake place. Although most of those who 
had been internally displaced by the fighting were able 
to retum to their homes, thecountrywas hit bya new 
refugee crisis in the north as tens of thousands of 
civilians fled the war in neighbouring Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (ORe). Conditions of detention 
were harsh; 13 people died in police custody. 

Demobilization of militia 
Following the signing of two cease-fire agreements in 
November and December '999, the process of 
demobilmngan estimated total of 25,000 mIlitia 
fighters began. These included members of the 
Cocoyes(loyal to former President Pascal Lissouba). 
the Cobras (loyal to PreSident Dennis Sassou 
Nguesso). and the Nmjas(loyal to former Prime 
Minister Bernard Koh�las). All those who surrendered 
and handed in their weapons were guaranteed an 
amnesty by the government, meludlng those 
responsIble for serious human rights abuses during 
the armed conflict. 

In April in the northern town of Owando, 700 
weapons were reportedly handed in by the militia 
known as the Faucons(Falcons), loyal to former Prime 
Minister Joachim Yhombi Opango. In July, 800 
members of the Cocoyeswere reportedly demobIlized 
in the western town of Mossendjo. In December the 
follow-up committee responsible for overseeing the 
implementation of the cease-fire announced that 
1),000 weapons had been handed in and that 12,000 
militia fighters had been demobIlized during2000. 

However, some groups reportedly refused to 
demobilize, including militia 10 the Niari region. 
traditionally a stronghold of the Cocoyes. Many of 
those who had been demobilized found themselves 
homeless and without the means to support themselves 
properly. In October the government announced a 
reintegration program, part-funded by the UN, aImed at 
reintegrating 5.000 former militia members into civil 
society. 

In March Lleutenantjean-Claude Bayoulath, a 
former member of the Cocoyes, was reportedly killed In 
the town of Nkayi following a dispute with a former 
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member of the Cobras. Both had recently been 
reintegrated mto the army. It was not known if anyone 
was brought to justice for the killing. 

National dialogue delayed 
The cease-fire agreements provided for an Inclusive 
national dialogue on ways forward for the country, and 
the year began posItively wllh the release In Impfondo 
in January of 17 political prisoners linked to Bernard 
Koleias. They had been detained since late 1997. 
However, the proposed national dialogue had Still not 
taken place by the end of 2000 and it remalOed unlikely 
that some of the main opposition leaders In exile, who 
were excluded from the amnesty. would take part 

On 4 May Bernard Kolelas and former Minister of the 
Interior Philippe Bikinkita were convicted in absentIa 
of torture during the 1997 conflict. They were 
sentenced to death after a trlal lasung three days_ In 
late 1999 Pascal Ussouba had been sentenced In 
absentia to 20 years' imprisonment for plotting to kill 
President Nguesso. All three remained in exile at the 
end of 2000. 

A preliminary draft of a new constitution was 
approved by the government In November but 
criticized by opposition groups. which claimed that It 
concentrated too much power 10 the hands of the 
President. The government announced that elections 
would take place in 2001. 

Refugees and the internally displaced 
Almost al l  the estimated 800.000 people who were 
internally displaced by the armed conflicts of 1997 and 
1998 were reported to have returned to their homes by 
the end of 2000. Many were in poor health after being 
forced to live in forests where food was scarce and 
medical care virtually non-existent. The homes of many 
had been looted in their absence. 

Heavy fighting between ORC government forces and 
the armed opposition in neighbouring ORC forced tens 
of thousands to seek safety in northern Congo. Some 
claimed to have been neeing forCible recruitment by 
ORC government forces. On 29 December. DRC 
government planes bombed the port of Boyele on the 
Oubangui river. reportedly killing eight people and 
injUring dozens. By the end of 2000 at least 100.000 
refugees from the DRC were estimated to be living in 
the northern province of likouala. There were serious 
food shortages. In September the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimated that as 
many as 28,000 refugees were inaccessible and cut off 
from humanitarian aid. but by the end of 2000 UNHCR 
had managed to gain access to most areas. 

AI delegates attempting to viSit refugee camps 
around Betou In November were refused permission to 
enter the camps by the Congolese authorities. 

Deaths in custody 
On 12 November. 13 detainees died, reportedly of 
suffocation, In a police cell In the coastal town of 
POinte-Noire. Three others were admitted to hospital In 
a critical state. They had been held in a small cell for 
several days. reportedly without charge. In December, 

Amnesty International Report 2001 

C6T 

five police officers went on trial. accused of caUSing the 
deaths of the 13 through negllgence 

Prison conditions were generally poor, wnh reports 
that in several prisons. Including those In Polnte-Nolre 
and in the northern town of Ouesso, detainees were 
deprived of food for several days at a time. Medical care 
was often unavailable. 

freedom of expression 
On IsJuly Crepin Casino Mbeto. a Journalist for the pro­
government newspaper Le Choc. was arrested at hiS 
home In Ouesso. apparently for haVing reponed on a 
recent clash in the town between members of the 
police and the gendarmerie. He was held for several 
days without charge 

AI country visit 
In November AI delegates VISited Betou In the northern 
Congolese prOVince of likouala In orderto Interview 
refugees from the DRe. 

COTE D'IVOIRE 

REPUBLIC OF COTE O'IVOIRE 
Head of state: laurent Gbagbo (replaced General Robert 
Guei to October) 
Head of government: Affi N'Guessan 
Capital: Yamoussoukro 
Population: 14.7 million 
Offidal language: French 
Death penalty: abolitionist in practIce 

During 2000 the security forces committed some of 
the most serious human rights violations to take 
place in Cote d'lvoire in three decades. Killings and 
torture were carried out with total impunity. At least 
57 opposition supporters, whose bodies were found 
in a mass grave in Youpougon in October, were 
reported to be victims of extrajudicial execution. An 
inquiry was set up to investigate the massacre but no 
information about its nature or progress was 
available by the end of the year, and no arrests or 
investigation were known to have been initiated. 

Background 
After the government of President Henri Konan Bedie 
was overthrown by a military coup on 24 December 
1999, General Roben Guei headed a transitional 
government which included representatives of the 
main political parties. In July the military government 
introduced a new Constitution which was approved by 
a public referendum. It stipulated that presidential 
candidates must be born of lvorlan parents and have 
never held another nationality. This prOVision focused 
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public debate on the nationality of Alassane Ouattara. 
leader of the oPPOsition party, the Rassemblement des 
Republlcains(RDR), Republican Assembly. The Supreme 
Court ruled that he was ineligible to run in the October 
presidential elections and the December leglslative 
elections on grounds relating to his nationality. 

The preSidential election was won by Laurent 
Gbagbo of the Front populaire Ivolfien (FP!), ivonan 
Popular Front. General Guei", who was also a candidate 
in the elections. tried forcibly to reject the results 
However, after two days of mass demonstrations In 
Abldjan. the economic capital, In which several people 
were killed, he handed over power. In December 
protesters clashed with the security forces over the 
exclusion of Alassane Ouattara's candidacy In the 
legislalive elections. President Gbagbo declared a State 
of emergency. The elections went ahead despite a 
boycott by RDR supporters and widespread calls for a 
postponement. and were won by the FPI. Voting did not 
take place In many northern constituenCies because of 
the boycott and elections there had not been held by 
the end of the year 

Parallel military units 
During the first half of the year military personnel. 
Includmg unoffiCial gangs of soldiers known as the 
Camoraor the Red Brigades, committed a wide range of 
human rights violations. They killed suspected 
offenders, sometimes in publiC, and arrested, i11-
treated and threatened others, Including cruics of the 
government. Sometimes abuses look place in public or 
at the Primature, the Head of State's offices. 
a Several times In the first three months of the year 
officers raided Douakro, the birthplace of former 
President Konan Bedie, assaulted hiS relatives and 
seized money and valuables that the new government 
considered had been obtained fraudulently. 
a In May Thomas N'Dri, a lawyer. was forcibly taken 
by soldiers from his office and detained for several 
hours at a military camp In Akouedo, near Abidjan, 
apparently In an attempt to extort money from him. 
a Also in May soldiers detained and beat several 
journalists from La Reference newspaper. 

Excessive use offorce and extrajudicial 
executions 
The security forces reportedly killed protesters and 
extrajudicially executed political opponents. 
a In Abldjan, on 24 October, General Gue"i's 
presidential guard fired on hundreds of peaceful 
demonstrators who were calling on the military 
government to respect the results of the presidential 
election two days previously. The secuflty forces also 
fired at demonstrators who had fled into a lagoon at 
(arena, In Abldjan. The bodies of more than 20 men and 
women were subsequently retrieved from the lagoon, 
some of them with bullet wounds. 
a On 25 and 26 October dozens of suspected 
sympathizers of the RDR were arrested, some at their 
homes, by the gendarmene. Subsequently. 57 bodies 
were found In a mass grave in Youpougon, in north 
AbldJan. Two survivors reported that the detainees had 
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been taken to a gendarmerie commando camp at 
Abobo, in north Abidjan, where most of them were 
killed. The few surviving detainees were forced to load 
Ihe bodies onto a lorry to be taken to an area of 
wasteland at Youpougon. Before they were buried, the 
security forces reportedly fired further shots to kill any 
who were stili alive. When the mass grave was 
discovered shortly afterwards, the new civilian 
government announced that an inqUiry would 
invesugate the kill ings. However, by the end of the year 
no informauon had been made available about the 
nature or progress of the inquiry, and no arrests or 
investigauon of alleged perpetrators had been camed 
out despite compelling eVidence. 

Torture and ill-treatment of detainees, resulting In at 
least three deaths, was also reported. 
B In September, three armed forces officers, 
Including Staff Sergeant Souleymane Diomande, 
reportedly died as a result of torture. They were among 
about 30 officers detained at the Akouedo military 
camp In Abidjan who were alleged to have attacked 
General Guers reSidence on IB September. Members of 
General Guers preSidential guard reportedly tied them 
down onto barbed wire and trampled on them in the 
presence of senior military justice offiCials. An internal 
Inquiry was opened Into the deaths but no information 
about Its progress was made public by the end of 2000. 
B In December scores of detainees reported being 
beaten, burned or raped. On 4 and 5 December 
hundreds of people were arrested after they protested 
at the blocking of Alassane Ouattara's candidacy in the 
legislative elections. AI conSidered some of those 
arrested to be prisoners of conscience, arrested solely 
because of their suspected support for the RDR or their 
ethnic origin, since the RDR receives much of its 
support from Muslim northerners. In December an AI 
delegation visited detainees held at the Police Academy 
in Abidjan. Most bore Visible traces of injuries and 
burns, and many said they had been thrown on a fire or 
beaten With belts and clubs. Some women detainees 
said that, after their arrest, police had handed them 
over to RDR opponents who had raped them. Many 
people had witnessed these rapes. After AI published 
its concerns, President Gbagbo ordered an inquiry 
which concluded that the rapes had occurred. The 
PreSident said that the perpetrators would be 
punished. 

AI country report and visits 
Report 
• Cote d'lvolre: Some military personnel believe they 

have impunity abOlle the law (AI Index: AfR 
31 /003/2000) 

Visits 

In May AI senta delegation to COte d'lvoire, led by its 
Secretary General, Pierre San�, which met General Gue'i 
and earned out research. A further research visit was 
carried out in November. 
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CROATIA 

REPUBLIC OF CROATIA 
Head of state: Stlepan MeSlt 
Head of government: Ivica Ratan 
Capital: Zagreb 
Population: 4.8 million 
Official language: Croatian 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

Returns of Serb refugees to (roatia increased, 
although concern about their sustainable 
reintegration into their pre-warcommunities 
remained. The new authorities made considerable 
efforts to increase cooperation with the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (Tribunal). A number of Croat and 
Bosnian (roat military and paramilitary leaders were 
arrested on suspicion of having committed war 
crimes in Croatia and Croat-held areas of Bosnia­
Herzegovina; scores of Croatian Serb retumees were 
also arrested on outstanding war crimescharges. 

Background 
General elections were held in January 2000 and 
resulted in a landslide victory for a coalition of six 
oPPOSition parties over the governing Hrvatska 
demokratska zajednica (HDZ), Croatian DemocratiC 
Union. Presidential elections, held in February, were 
similarly won by an opposition politician, Stjepan 
Mest(:. The new government announced its intention to 
improve Croatia's human rights record, in particular LtS 
wIllingness to enable all Serb refugees 10 return to their 
country freely. In November the lower house of 
Parliament adopted a number of amendments to the 
Constitution, which limited the powers of the President 
and established wider-ranging control by Parliament 
over the government. 

In September the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe closed its monitoring procedure, as It 
considered that Croatia had mostly honoured the 
commitments regarding democratization and human 
rights which It had undertaken when joining the Council 
of Europe in 1996 and had Implemented the provisions 
of the Day ton and Erdut peace agreements. In 
November n�otlatlons started between the 
government and the European Commission on the 
establishment of a stabillzation and association 
agreement as a first step towards future European 
Union membership. 

In May Croatiajoined the North Atlantic Treaty 
O�anization (NATO) Partnership for Peace. 

Refugee retu rns 
According to statistics of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), during 2000 more than IS,OOO 
Croatian Serbs returned to the country under the 
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Return Programme, a decree adopted by the Croatian 
Parliament In L99S. It was estlmated that thousands of 
others returned spontaneously. The Lncrease 10 returns 
appeared to be a result of the new government's 
announced resolve to accelerate the return process 
and to remove I�al and political obstacles that had 
hampered returns In prevIous years. 

A number of new or amended laws regulating return 
and reintegration were passed. For Instance In June an 
amended reconstruction law was adopted by 
Parliament, which removed discriminatory regulations 
included in the previous version. However. the law was 
subsequently further amended, gLving rise to concern 
that it might stili discriminate agamst Croatian Serbs in 
its system for setting priorities. 

The Inaction of many local housing committees, 
tasked under the Return Programme to process 
returnees' applications for the return of private 
property, continued throughout 2000. By the end of the 
year. in about ]o per cent of these cases, repossessLon 
had taken place. This Inaction arose partly from the lack 
of clarity in howvanous provIsions of the Return 
Programme should be implemented, as well as legal 
Inconsistencies In the Return Programme. In some parts 
of the country - primanlyeastern Slavonla -the legal 
situation was confusing as entirely different property 
laws were applied to enable the return of Croatlans 

However, In many cases political obstruction 
appeared to underlie the failure to remstate Serbs In 
their property. For instance, In September, the UNHCR 
and OrgamzatiOn for Security and Co·operatlon in 
Europe (OSCE) mLssions presented the government with 
a list of S8 cases of Illegal double occupancy of 
returnees' houses. asking It to urgently resolve these as 
a first step. By the end of 2000, only seven households 
had reportedly been reinstated as a result of this 
initiative. In the Knln area, where 25cases of double 
occupancy had been reported to the authOrities, only 
two cases were resolved. 

Prosecutions for war crimes 
The new government made immediate and significant 
efforts to ensure fuller cooperation with the Tribunal. 

In March the authorities surrendered a 80snian 
Croat, Mladen NaleUllt, to the custody of the Tribunal. 
He had been mdicted for warcnmes in Mostar In 
Bosnla-Herzegovina, and the Tribunal had repeatedly 
requested his transfer from Croatia, where he was 
imprisoned pending trial for other Crimes. 

In April the Croatian Parliament adopted a 
declaration on cooperatiOn with the Tribunal, pledging 
to hand over all documents in the government's 
possession that could be used as evidence by the 
prosecution or the defence. In addition, the declaration 
confirmed the Tribunal'sJurisdlctlon over crimes under 
international law committed during and after the 
armed connicl. Previously, the Croatlan authorities had 
disputed such jurisdiction for crimes committed after 
Operations Flash and Storm in 1995. In April, Tribunal 
investigators were al lowed for the first time to exhume 
a mass grave site near Gosplt, thought to contain 
bodies of Serb civilians executed In 1991. Nevertheless, 
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In November the Tribunal's Prosecutor told the UN 
Secunty Council that several requests for information 
from the Croauan government were sull outstanding, 
Including some for access to witnesses and documents 
In connecuon with Operation Storm. 

In August unidentified perpetrators killed former 
special policeman MIlan Levar. apparently In 
retaliation for his widely publiCized statements 
Implicating local Croatian military and police officers in 
the �(JllmgsofSerbs in Gasplc In 1991, and hIS open 
cooperation with Tribunal investigators, Despite the 
fact that the Tribunal had expressed concern about 
Milan Levar's safety in a letter to the Croatlan Minister 
of the Interior in 1998, It appeared that the GOSplC 
police had never been formally Instructed to protect 
him. The killing met with offiCial condemnation and a 
police investigation was opened immediately, although 
nobody had been charged by the end of lOOO. 

In September, five Croauan Army officers were 
arrested In GOSplC and an investigauon Into their 
suspected Involvement In war crimes In 1991 was 
conducted by the Rljeka County Investigative Judge. 
Based on evidence given by these suspects, another 
mass grave site near Udbina -west of Gosptt- was 
Identified in December. The bodies of 18 people, 
presumed to be Serb Civilians, were exhumed. 

Also in September, police arrested two former 
officers of the Bosntan Croat intelligence services who 
were suspected of haVing participated in the killing of 
over 100 Bosniac (Bosnian Muslim) civilians In the 
village of Ahmiti in central Bosnla in 199), These men 
had apparently been in hiding in the town ofZadar 
since 1998. Two local Croatlan police officers were 
charged with providing them with false Identity papers 
and driVing hcences, but were acquitted in November 
for lack of evidence. 

Pollcealso arrested scores of Croatlan Serbs for 
al leged war cnmes. Many of those arrested had 
returned under the Return Programme and some had 
apparently previously received confirmauon from the 
Intenor Ministry that they had no outstanding Criminal 
records or had been granted amnesty. AI was 
concerned that in several cases the arrests were 
reportedly based on Indictments brought during the 
armed conflict in which large groups of individuals 
were charged together, and that some of the charges 
might have been arbitraril'l defined 
a Jovanka Nenadovic, a 67·year·old Croauan Serb 
woman, was arrested in Pakrac in October for allegedly 
participating in war crimes against CroaUan Civilians In 
that area. Before her arrest she had been a refugee In 
the Repubhka Srpska In Bosnia·Herzegovina, but she 
had Visited her home in Pakrac several times. An 
indictment against her, which was issued in 1999, 
appeared to be solely based on hearsay eVidence given 
by a local witness, now deceased. Because of her poor 
health Jovanka Nenadovic was transferred to the 
Zagreb prison hospital pending trial. 
a In July the OSiJek County Court acquitted five 
Croallan Serbs of war crimes after a second retnal. The 
men, all from the eastern Slavonlan village of 
Sodolovcl, had been charged in 1994 With the 
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indiscriminate shelling of surrounding Vil lages. Both 
their original trial and their first retrial were flawed by 
violations of international fair tnal standards and of 
domestic Criminal procedure. 
a in June the retrial of Croatian Serb Mirko Graorac 
ended with hiS renewed conviction. He received a 
reduced sentence of 15 years' imprisonment. Al had 
cnticized the original trial proceedings, which were 
held ," 1996, for serious violations of his fight toa fair 
trial The renewed conviction appeared to be solely 
based on evidence given by prosecution witnesses, 
several of whom had identified the accused in flawed 
identification procedures held during the orlgmal 
investigation and trial proceedings. In addition, no 
IOvestigatlon was ever conducted into al legations 
that Mirko Graorac had been tortured after his arrest 
in 1995. 

Unresolved 'disappearances' 
The fate and whereabouts of thousands of people who 
�dlsappeared" dunng the war years remained 
unknown. Despite large-scale exhumations, mostly of 
mass graves 10 eastern Slavonia, more than 1,500 Croats 
were still unaccounted for. Some 600 Croatian Serbs 
were Stll/ missing since Operations Flash and Storm tn 
1995· The slowness with which cases were resolved was 
to a large degree due to the lack of progress in 
negotiations between the government commissions on 
miSSing persons of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia 
(FRY) and CroaUa, which met twice dUrlng2000 

In November AI called on newly elected FRY 
PreSident VOJislav Kostunlca to transfer three indicted 
men who remained on FRY terrilOry to the Tribunal. The 
three. who were officers in the then Yugoslav People's 
Army, were allegedly responsible for Ihe abduction of 
some 260 men from the hoSpital 10 Vukovar, after the 
lOwn fell in November 1991. and their subsequem 
execution. The bodies of scores of victims were never 
found. 
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C U BA 

REPUBLIC OF CUBA 
Head of state and government: Fidel castro Ruz 
Capital: Havana 
Population: 11.2 million 
Official language: Spanish 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children to armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

Individuals and groups peacefully exercising their 
rights to freedom of expression, association and 
assembly continued to face repression. Some 
conditional releases of prisoners of conscience gave 
rise to hopes that the attitude of the Cuban 
government towards dissidents might be thawing, 
but new sentences and a serious escalation in 
repression during the closing months of 2000 
discouraged such optimism. Journalists. political 
opponents and human rights defenders were 
subjected to severe harassment Several hundred 
people, at least 13 of whom were prisoners of 
conscience, remained imprisoned for political 
offences. The authorities continued to use short term 
detention, house arrest, threats and harassmentto 
stifle and discourage political dissent The courts 
continued to apply the death penalty. 

Background 
In Cuba, repression of dissent is legitimized by the 
Constitution and the Penal Code. Someorrences against 
state security, such as Menemy propaganda", as well as 
offences against authority, such as "disrespect", have 
been widely applied to silence cnlics. Others, lIke 
"dangerousness", are Ill-defined and open to politically 
motivated misuse. At times, dissidents have been 
convicted of criminal offences believed to have been 
fabricated in order to discredit them or their organization 
or In retaliation for peaceful expression of their behefs 
Detained diSSidents have on occasion been held for long 
periods without tria\' or convicted after procedures that 
did not meet International standards for fair trial. 

The US embargo against Cuba continued. The Cuban 
government has traditionally argued that it is justified 
in depriving dissidents of fundamental freedoms of 
expression, association and assembly In order to 
maintain the unity of the country against hostile forces 
abroad. Although AI's mandate does not permit it to 
take a position on the US embargo against Cuba or any 
other type of sanction, AI recognizes that the embargo 
has increased hardship within Cuba and has 
contributed, for example, to poor prison conditions. 
However, AI maintains that all states, Irrespective of 
any external threat, are obliged to fulfil the duties laid 
out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
including the duty to respect fundamental freedoms. 
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Prisoners of conscience 
At least I) identified prisoners of conscience were held 
at the end of 2000. AI was also investigating the cases of 
numerous possible prisoners of conscience, IOcludlnga 
further I) Individuals arrested during the escalation 10 
repression at the end of the year 
a Angel Moya Acosta and Julla Cecilia Delgado were 
convicted of "disrespect" and sentenced to a year's 
Impnsonment each after being detained in mass arrests 
that took place in the days leadmg up to the 
anmversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights in December (see below). 
a Victor Rolando Arroyo Carmona, a journalist, was 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment in January for 
collecung toys which he planned to give away to 
children. He was convicted of hoardmg. His conviction 
appeared to be motivated by hiS work for the 
independent press agency Union de Peflod,stas y 
Escfllores Cubanos Independlentes, Union of Cuban 
Independent Journalists and Wnters, and his reported 
links with eXile groups In Miami, USA, opposed to the 
government. HIS arrest in January took place dunng a 
period of clamp-down on diSSidents, in the aftermath of 
the Ibero-American Summit in Havana. He was released 
in July after serving his sentence. 
a In July Nestor Rodnguez Lobaina, preSident of the 
unofficial Movlmiento dej6venes Cubanos por la 
Democracia, Cuban Youth Movement for Democracy, 
was convicted of �disrespec(, �public disorde(, and 
�damages-, Eddy Alfredo Mena y Gonzalez, another 
member of the movement, stood trial with him on the 
same charges. Nestor Rodnguez was sentenced to six 
years and two months' lmprisonment, while Eddy 
Alfredo Mena was sentenced to five years and one 
month. 
a Dr Oscar EUas Blscet Gonzalez, preSident of the 
Fundaci6n Lawton de Derechos Humanos, lawton 
Foundation for Human Rights, a humanitarian 
organization considered i llegal by the Cuban 
authonties, was sentenced to three years' 
imprisonment on 25 February. He was Initially arrested 
on ) November 1999 and charged with �insult to the 
symbols of the homeland", which cames a maximum 
sentence of one year's Impnsonment. The charge was 
reportedly brought against him because he hung a 
Cuban nag sideways on his balcony durmg a press 
conference at his home on 28 October 1999. The 
prosecutor's petition agamst him, issued in February 
2000, included two further charges-�public disorder­
and �instigation to commit a crime", 
Releases 
Several prisoners of conscIence were conditionally 
released. 
a Marta Seatriz Roque, Felix Benne Carcases and 
Rene G6mez Manzano, three of the so-called �Group of 
Four-, were conditionally released in May, The four 
members of the Grupode Trabajo de la D,sldencla 
Interna para el Analls;s de la Situaci6n Soc;o­
Econ6mica Cubana, Internal DiSSidents' Working Group 
for the Analysis of the Cuban Socio-Economic Situation, 
had been held ,n custody since July '997. They were 
sentenced In 1999 to between three-and-a-half and five 
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years' Imprisonment on a charge of sedition. under 
state secunty legislation. The fourth member of the 
group, Vladimiro Roca Antunez, remained In prison 
CS' Orestes Rodnguez HorrUltiner, sentenced to four 
years' Imprisonment in 1997 for "enemy propaganda" 
was conditionally released in Apnl after servmg part of 
his sentence. He was prosecuted after publications 
considered by the authorities to be counter­
revolutionary were found at his home. 

Dissidents detained without trial 
A number of members and supporters of opposition 
groups were detamed without trial. More than 100 
were rounded up and held briefly in the days around 
10 December. 
Cl Mantza lugo Fernandez, vice-president of the 
unauthorized Partido Democrat/co Jo de Novlembre 
"Frank PaiS·, -Frank Pals" ]o November Democratic 
Party, was arrested on 13 December 1999. She planned 
to participate In a religiOUS procession to celebrate 
Chnstmas but was detained along with six others, all of 
whom were released within a few days. She went on 
hunger stnke tWice in protest against her arrest and 
continued detention without charge. She was 
eventually charged With "public disorder", but was not 
tried, She was released on I June, more than five 
months aher her arrest. Mantza lugo Fernandez was 
rearrested on 15 December and remained in detention 
at the end of the year. 
a Angel Moya Acosta and brothers GUido and Ariel 
Slgler Amaya, all members of the il legal Movimiento 
Opci6n Alternativa, Alternative Option Movement, 
were detained on 15 December 1999 after participating 
In a peaceful demonstration five days earlier in Pedro 
Betancourt Village, Matanzas province, to celebrate the 
51st anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. Although they were charged with "reSistance", 
·public disorder", and "instigation to commu a cTlme", 
no trial ever took place. GUldo Sigler Amaya was 
transferred from prison to house arrest in June, and 
was freed in July. Ariel Sigler Amaya and Angel Moya 
Acosta were freed on 7 August. Angel Moya Acosta was 
rearrested in December and sentenced to one year's 
Impnsonment for "disrespect" (see above). 

Death penalty 
Cuba maintainS the death penalty for a large number of 
offences. At least eight people were sentenced to death 
by firing squad in 2000, and at least 20 people were 
under sentence of death at the end of the year. Concern 
about the death penalty is exacerbated by the 
authontles' failure to uphold their own guarantees of 
fair trial, particularly the right to adequate defence. It is 
difficult for AI to monitor application of the death 
penalty in Cuba as sentences and executions are rarely 
made public. 
a Jorge luis Rodnguez Mir, who has consistently 
maintained his innocence, was sentenced to death for 
the murder of a policeman in November 1999. Jorge luis 
Rodriguez Mlr reportedly suffers from schizophrenia 
and epilepsy and while in prison mutilated hiS own 
hands so badly that they had to be amputated. 
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According to reports, although his medical condition 
was considered at (nai. the authOrities decided not to 
take this into account when giving their verdict, In 
contravention of international standards. 
a Osmany Brito Cartaya, Alberto Diaz Perez, Julio 
Alberto Morales Montero, Morlaix Nodal Pozo, Reidel 
Rodriguez Reyes and Hector Santana Vega were all tried 
and sentenced to death in February 1000, following a 
December 1999 escape attempt from the Ciego de Avila 
Provincial Prison during which five prison guards died. 
The six men exercised their automatic right of appeal to 
the People's Supreme Court, which upheld the 
convictions and the cases then went before the Cuban 
Council of State. The men were held In Cuba's most 
secure prison, the National Special Regime Prison in 
Camaguey province. 
a EdimirTorres Sifonte was sentenced to death on 15 
January for the rape and murder or a young woman. He 
appealed 10 May against his conviction, which was 
reportedly upheld. 
a Jose Hassan Rojas was sentenced to death for 
murder in July. His appeal was berore the People's 
Supreme Court at the end of the year. 

Prison conditions 
Pnson conditions reportedly continued to be poor and 
JO some cases constituted cruel, JOhuman or degradJOg 
treatment. Many prisoners were said to be in poor 
health as a result of insanitary conditions and 
inadequate medical attention. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Cuba : Short term detention and harassment of 

dISsidents (Al lndex: AMR 25/004/2000) 
• Cuba: Prisoners of conscience - New convictions 

overshadow releases (AI Index: AMR 25/021 /2000) 
Visits 
AI last visited Cuba in 1988. Since then the government 
has not responded to the organization's requests to be 
allowed into the country. 
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CZEC H REP U BLIC 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Head of state: V�clav Havel 
Head of government: Milo� Zema" 
Capital: Prague 
Population: 10 million 
Official language: Czech 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict 

Police arbitrarily detained and ill·treated dozens of 
people suspected of participating in protests against 
the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund 
( IMF) in September. A numberofRoma who were 
subjected to racist violence were inadequately 
protected by police officers. Poor conditions in 
prisons led to widespread peaceful protests. 

Arbitrary detention and ill·treatment 
Around 8so people were detained in Prague following 
protests organized to coincide with the annual 
meeting of the World Bankand the IMF. The 
demonstrations attracted between 10,000 and 12,000 
activistS from around the world. Violence erupted 
when 400 people attempted to break through a police 
cordon guarding the conference centre where the 
meeting was being held. Sporadic acts of violence 
continued Into the evening as dozens of activists 
smashed shop windows in Wenceslas Square. 
However, the vast majority of those detalOed had 
engaged in non-violent protests. A number of those 
detained were not Involved In any unauthorized 
protest activity and a smaller number were simply 
incidentally present at the scene of the police action to 
apprehend protesters. The decision to detain them 
appears to have been arbitrary. 

Many detainees complained about police ill­
treatment and submitted medical evidence of injuries 
caused by the beatmgs. The police apparently 
systematically refused detainees the rights to inform a 
member of their family or a third person of their 
whereabouts, to be informed about the charges in a 
language which they could understand. and to contact a 
lawyer. Detainees were not medically exammed after 
being apprehended and there were reports that some 
were denied adequate medical care. The vast majority 
of detainees also appeared to have been detained m 
the first 24 to 48 hours In overcrowded conditions. 
without receiving adequate food or water. In several 
police stations detainees were forced to pass between 
two lines of police officers who hit many of them. 

Roma 
A new law on the residence of aliens, which came Into 
force in January. was severely criticized for giving 
police arbitrary powers. Article 5 11S1S documents 

Amnesty International Report 2001 

CZE 

which the police, at their discretion, can demand of an 
alien applYing for residence; 11 was feared that the 
power to demand a full llsl Of documents would be 
used in a discriminatory manner. especially against 
Roma. In addition, Article 65 gives foreign spouses of 
Czech nationals the right to permanent residence, but 
demes thiS fight to spouses of foreigners with 
permanent residence. Since many benefits and basic 
social services are linked to permanent residence, 
many families of foreigners could be denied social 
benefit or the right to work. Many Roma who were 
denied Czech cItizenship 10 1993 when the 
Czechoslovak Federation was dissolved, and have not 
acquired It Since, were particularly affected by the 
legislation. 

There were reports of racist violence against Roma 
and allegations that the authorities apparently failed to 
investigate some incidents effectively 
a In February in a barin Nachod. around 15 
skin heads shouted racist msults and attacked five 
Roma and one other man who was punched in the head, 
breaking one of his teeth. Gabnela FarkaSova. Romani 
AdVisor to the District Government Office and a witness 
to the attack. managed to leave the bar and call the 
pohce. Although the Romani Victims Identified some of 
the attackers, the police allegedly failed to detain or 
even properly register their identities at that time. 
Subsequently, all of the victims were questioned about 
the incident and helped to Identify one of the attackers 
from the documentation concerning local skin heads. 
However, the majority of the skinheads were not local 
and the police did not show the Victims photos of any 
skinheads from outSide the locality. Apparently the 
police treated the Incident as a bar brawl rather than a 
racist attack. 

In August the UN Committee on the Ehmlnatlon of 
Racial Discrimination expressed concern about the 
increasing number of racially motivated attacks against 
minontygroups, particularly Roma, and noted that many 
such attacks may not even be reported. The Committee 
also expressed concern about the lack of effectiveness of 
and confidence In the criminal justice system m 
preventmgand combating racial cnmesand the 
ineffective implementation of existing legislation to 
prosecute perpetrators of incitement to raCial hatred. 
Concern was also expressed about the degrading 
treatment minonty groups were subjected to by members 
of the police force. TheCommlttee recommended that the 
Czech government strengthen measures to improve the 
enforcement of Criminal laws against racially motivated 
crimes, and continue and strengthen training programs 
for police and offidals in charge of implementing the law 
on issues related to racially motivated cnme. 

Prison conditions 
InJanuary around 6,000 mmates of several Czech 
prisons, including Kurlm, Ry-novice. Vinaflce. Ostrava­
Hefmanice. Valdlce, and Pardubice prisons. were 
involved to hunger strikes and other protests over 
prison conditions. Their complaints focused on serious 
overcrowding; some facilities were holding almost 
tWice as many prisoners as they should. This had 
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repercusSions on sanitation, and on educational and 
work opportunities Although detainees' demands for 
starring changes were rejected by the Prison Service 
and the MInistry of Justice, Improvements did take 
place following the protests 

DOMINICAN 

REPU B LIC 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
Head of state and government: HIp6llto Mejia 
(replaced leonel Femandez Reyna 10 May) 
capital: Santa Domlngo 
Population: 8.4 million 
Offidal language: SpanISh 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: OptJonal 
Protocol to the UN Women's ConventIOn; Rome Statute 
of the International Cnmmal Court 

A pattern of unlawful killings by police and military 
continued in 2000. In many cases, the authorities 
alleged that the victims were killed in exchanges of 
gunfire with criminal suspects, butthis version was 
disputed by witness testimony and other evidence. 
Such cases were normally heard before police or 
military, rather than civilian, courts. There were also 
reports of i ll-treatment of criminal suspects in 
police stations, and prisons were extremely 
overcrowded. 

Background 
The presidential elections held In Maywere won by 
HlpOlno Mejia of the Partido Revo/uc10nario 
Dominlcano, Revolutionary Dominican Party. The 
elections were declared free and fair by International 
observers. Human rights initiatives announced by 
HIp6l1to Mejia follOWing his Inauguration included the 
creation of a Commission for the Reform and 
Modernlzallon of the Armed Forces and the Police and 
a Military Institute for Human Rights 

Killings by security forces 
Klllmgs in disputed circumstances by police and 
military continued Some appeared to be extrajudicial 
executions. In May, the US government halted nearly 
US$I million In aid to the Dominican police because of 
mactlon on killings by police. 
tj On 18June m Guayubm, Monte (flSII province, 
soldiers pursued and opened fire on a covered truck 
aher It failed to Stop at a checkpoint some distance 
from the border With Haiti. After a chase of several 
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kilometres, the truck crashed. Six Haitians and one 
Dominican were killed, all but one by multiple gunshot 
wounds. Numerous other occupants of the vehicle were 
wounded A military commission was created to 
Invesugate. AI called for the soldiers to be tried before 
civilian courts, but the case remained Within the 
military justice system, and Virtually no information 
about the proceedings was made public. 

Two police officers accused of killing Padre Jo� 
Antonio Tlneo outside his church in August 1998 were, 
exceptionally, tried In Civilian courts following public 
pressure One of the officers was sentenced to IS years' 
Imprisonment for the killing, while the second was 
acquitted 

Torture/ ill-treatment 
Reports of beatings of detainees continued. In May, 12 
prisoners In Rafey prison in Santiago were said to have 
been badly beaten by guards. The guards were sent 
before a police coun, and the chief of police announced 
the formation of a commission to Investigate claIms of 
Ill-treatment of pre-trial detainees 

There were several reports of killings of detainees 
by military or police guards, generally m the context of 
escape attempts 
o In Najayo prison on 19 August. three prisoners 
were shot dead after being taken mto custody 
follOWing an escape attempt. Although an 
investigation by the Attorney General and Chief of the 
National Police concluded that excessive force had 
been used, there was no public tnformation on 
whether the officers involved had been disciplined or 
prosecuted 
Harsh conditions 
In November, AI assessed conditions In seven of the 
country's J..4 prisons. All the facilities were extremely 
overcrowded (contaIning between two and a half and 
four times their maximum capacity) and In each the 
conditions constItuted cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment Extreme overcrowdtngcontributed to the 
deaths of 14 inmates tn a fire In la Victoria prison tnJune. 

Sktn diseases were rampant and contagious diseases 
such as tuberculosis were of major concern. Medical 
care was Inadequate. Water and sanitary conditions 
were also sub-standard In many prisons, cOnlributlng 
to intestinal and other health problems 

Overcoming impunity 
There was a breakthrough on impunity issues in 2000, 
when four men, including two high-ranking military 
officers, were brought to trial for the 1975 killing of 
journalist Orlando Martlnez Howley. The four were 
sentenced to ]oyears' lmprisonment and fmed. However, 
other important cases remained pendtng, including that 
ofNarcisoGonzalez, who "disappeared" in 199+ 

Treatment of Haitians 
in August the inter-American Court of Human Rights 
conSidered a request for provisional measures to 
prohibit mass expulsions of suspected Haitians. 
Dominican human rights activists who appeared 
before the Court were subjected to acts of intimidation 



and threats by nationalist figures. The Court's 
resolution was considered only a partial victory by 
human rights advocates, In that it failed to address the 
practice of mass expulsions; these continued at the 
end of the year. The Dominican Republic failed to 
comply with protection mechanisms ordered by the 
Court on behalf of the mdlvlduals involved. 

AI country report and visit 
Report 
• Dominican Republic: Killings by secunty forces (AI 

Index: AMR n 1001/2000) 
Visit 
• In November, AI representatIVes vISited the Dommican 

Republic and met government officials, other authontles 
and members of different sectors of civil society. 

EAST TIMOR 

EASTT1MOR 
Capital: Dill 
Population: 0.8 million 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 

The legacy of the massive human rights violations 
and widespread destruction of infrastructure and 
property by the Indonesian security forces and pro­
Indonesian militia in September 1999 continued to 
impact heavily on EastTimor. Under the UN 
Transitional Administration in EastTimor(UNTAET), 
the process of reconstruction and the establishment 
of institutions of government and administration 
proceeded, although delays in some areas 
contributed to the emergence of new human rights 
problems. A Special Crimes Unit was established to 
investigate the hundreds of extrajudicial executions 
and other human rights violations which took place 
during 1999. However, progress was slow and 
although some suspects were indicted, trials had not 
begun by the end of 2000. Approximately 1 74,000 
EastTimoresewho fled orwho had been forcibly 
expelled in September 1999 returned to EastTimor, 
although some 1 00,000 remained in WestTimor. 
Indonesia. 

UNTAET 
Basic structures of government and administration 
were established during the year. UNTAET responded to 
criticism of lack of East Timorese participation in 
government with a number of measures including the 
appointment of ajoint UNTAET/East Timorese Cabinet 
and an extension of the legislative body, the National 
Council. from 15 to 36 members. However, there 
continued to be concern about insufficient direct 
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participation and consultation with the East Timorese 
in deciSion-making, Including decisions on new 
legislation and institutions. 

An Ombudsperson with responsibility for 
investigating complaints against UNTAET offiCials was 
appotnted, but legislation had not been passed by the 
end of 2000 and the tnstltution was not operational, 
giving rise to criticism regarding a lack of accountabihty 
for UN offiCials. 

Criminal justice system 
Providing access to a fair legal system was recognized 
as a priomy by UNTAET, but progress In establish 109 a 
fully functioning crtminal justice system was patchy. 
During2000, the first East Tlmorese judges and 
prosecutors were recruited and received tramlng. 
ProviSion was made for four District Courts to be set up. 
but they were not functioning fully by the end of 2000. 

Responsibihty for law enforcement lay with the UN 
CIVilian Police (C,Vpo!) Force. A police trainingacademy 
was opened in March to train a local East Timorese 
police force to replace Civpol eventually. By the end of 
2000, about 100 East Tlmorese police officers had 
completed the 12-week training course. A program to 
refurbish prtson faCilities was under way and three 
facilities With a jotnt capaclty of 460 inmates were open 
by the end of 2000. 

IndoneSian law, when it conformed with 
international standards, rematned applicable. A new 
Code of Criminal Procedure was adopted in September 
but the IndoneSian Criminal Procedure Code continued 
to be applied when provisions in the new Code proved 
inadequate. 

A lack of resources, faCilities and trained police and 
judicial offiCials contributed to the appearance of new 
human rtghts problems. In particular, the partial law and 
order vacuum led to the emergence of Vigilante groups 
which were in some cases associated With political 
parties. There were cases of unauthorized detentions. 
beatings and intimidation of individuals suspected of 
belonging to pro-Indonesian militias. Relatives of militia 
members were also harassed and tntlmldated and, In at 
least one case, tortured. Returmng refugees and 
members of minonty groups such as Muslims or ethnic 
Chinese were at particular rtsk. Human rights defenders 
who publicly critIcized the activities of Vigilante groups 
were threatened and harassed. 

The lack of capacity of the judiCial system to process 
cases expeditiously gave rise to the rtsk that the right to 
fair trial might be contravened, Including the right to be 
tried Within a reasonable ttme or be released. In some 
cases detainees did not have access to public defenders 
for weeks after their arrest. In other cases the rights of 
detainees were contravened because of confUSion 
regarding arrest and detention procedures. 

Investigations into past violations 
The legal and mstltutional framework for investigating 
and prosecuting serious crtmes was introduced by 
UNTAET. Jurisdiction over serious crtmes under 
international law including war Crimes, crimes agamst 
humanity, torture and sexual offences was establtshed. 
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A Special Crimes Unit was established to Investigate the 
massive human rights violatIons which were 
perpetrated by pro-Indonesian militia and the 
Indonesian security forces in 1999. However. lack of 
support and resources contributed to the slow pace of 
investigations. Only five cases were actively 
investigated by the SpeCial (rimes Unit. Twelve 
indictments were Issued in relauon to these cases In 
November and December. but by the end of 2000 
no one had been brought to justice forcrimes 
committed during 1999. 

Some of those charged had been detained for over a 
year without trial. raising concerns about prolonged 
periods of pre-trtal detention. Suspects In other cases 
had to be released because lack of capacity prevented 
the Special (rimes Unit from actively pursuing 
investigations into their cases. 

On the basis of a Memorandum of Understanding on 
legal cooperation Signed with Indonesia In April, 
UNTAET prOVided aSSistance to Indonesia In its 
investigations into crimes committed In East Tlmor 
dUring 1999. Members of an Indonesian investigation 
team visited East Timor in July 2000 to collect evidence 
on five cases (See Indonesia entry.) A request to 
Indonesia by UNTAET for the extradition of a militia 
leader detained In Indonesia was turned down 

AI country report and visit 
Report 
• EastTimor: Building a new country based on human 

rights (AI Index: ASA 57/005/2000) 

Visit 
An AI delegation visited EastTtmor in April and met 
representatives of UNTAET and EastTimorese human 
nghts organizations. 
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EC UADOR 

REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR 
Head of state and government: Gustavo Noboa 
Bejarano (replaced Jamil Mahuad Wltt In January) 
Capital: QUlto 
Population: 11.9 million 
Official language: Spanish 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the 
Involvement of children in armed conflict; Inter-Amencan 
Convention on Forced Dlsa

..epearance of Persons 

Torture and ill-treatment remained a concern. 
Threats against lawyers and witnesses of human 
rights violations were frequent Impunity remained 
institutionalized. There were reports of possible 
Hdisappearances". Transvestites were arbitrarily 
detained. 

Background 
In January Indigenous groups, trade unions, and 
grassroots organlzauons staged mass demonstrations 
and protests against the government's economic policy, 
which included making the US dollar, rather than the 
sucre, the official currency. On 21 January protesters 
forced PresldentJamil Mahuad Witt to resign. A National 
SalvauonJuma was formed, which was dissolved almost 
immediately, and Vice-PreSident Gustavo Noboa 
Bejarano, backed by the Chief of the JOint Command of 
the Armed Forces, was appointed to the presidency. 

More than 15 army officers were detained because of 
their role in the ousting of PresidentJamil Mahuad 
Wilt. The officers were charged with rebellion and 
detained in army barracks for over four months. By 
June all had been granted amnesty and released. 

The newly apPOinted PreSident continued with the 
previous government's economic policy. The US dollar 
became the official currency and an extensive program 
of pnvatizatlon of state-owned enterprises was 
implemented. 

An Influx of refugees from the Colombian Putumayo 
region led to concerns about the future impact the US­
backed military aid package, known as Plan Colombia. 
would have on Ecuador once it was implemented in 
early 2001. (See Colombia entry.) 

Human rights during the January uprising 
There were serious concerns for the safety of hundreds 
of people who were arbitrarily detained during the 
January demonstrations and protests. Among those 
detained were trade union leaders and leaders of 
opposition parties. All were released without charge a 
few days after their detention. 

Impunity 
Cases of human rights violations involVing members of 
the secunty forces were not resolved, Many of these 
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cases were brought before police courts where the vast 
majority of those responsible for human rights 
violations were never pUnished Disputes of 
JUrisdictional competence between the police and 
ciVIlian courts delayed the course of legal proceedlOgs 
and resulted In victims of human rights violations 
having to wan for years to have access to Justice. 
Cl Anibal Alonso Aguas Acosta died In police custody 
In March 1997. The Constitutional Tribunal ruled that 
the case fell within the jUrisdiction of the police courts 
By the end of 1000 the trial of those charged with his 
death had not yet finished. and there were concerns 
that delays in the judicial proceedings showed a lack.of 
will to bring those responsible to Justice. 
B In the case of the attempted extrajudicial 
execution of Pedro Geovanny Baque Tuarez and the 
extrajudicial execution of brothers Carlos and Pedro 
jaramillo 10 February 1999. the Supreme Court of 
Justice decided inJuly that it should be Judged by a 
cIvIlian court. However. by the end of 2000 no Judge 
had yet been designated to the case In a cIvilian court 
Unresolved killings 
Two Congressmen -jalme Hurtado Gonzalez and Pablo 
VlOcente Tapia -as well as jalme Hurtado's assistant. 
Wellington Borja Nazareno. were shot dead In February 
1999. Their killing remained unresolved Three men 
detained in connection with the killings soon after the 
murder were convicted of illicit association. One of 
them, Serguey Merino, sentenced to Six years on illiCit 
association charges. was reported to be innocent. 
Serguey Merino was also charged with terrOrism and 
Illegal possession of firearms. but the courts shelved 
the case in relation to these two charges for lack of 
evidence. Serguey Menno and the other two suspects 
stili faced a trial for murder There were credible 
allegations that the actual authors of the Crime were 
linked to authorities whom CongressmanJalme 
Hurtado Gonzalez was investlgaung for alleged money 
laundering and drug trafficking. 

Torture and ill-treatment remained widespread. Methods 
of torture and ill-treatment reported Included kicking In 
the face, stampingon feet. burning. and electriC shocks 
on genitals, tongue and chest. as well as beatings 
a Wllfrido Jaramillo Mera. brother ofCarlos and 
Pedro Jaramillo who were extrajudicially executed In 
1999 (see above). was detained in November on 
suspicion of robbery in the town of Manta. Manabl 
province. During the police interrogation he was 
blindfolded and was given electnc shocks on the 
genitals and close to the heart. 

Possible extrajudicial executions 
There was serious concern at the number of possible 
extrajudicial executions 10 the City of Guayaquil dUring 
2000. One human fights organization alone 
documented 18 cases of people whose bodies were 
found m the city's outskirts and who had been shot 
dead In circumstances which suggested they might have 
been extrajudicially executed. The majority had a 
criminal record and many showed signs of torture. 
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Prison conditions 
In March an AI delegation VISited the ProvIsional 
Detention Centre m the City of GuayaqUlI The Centre 
holds detainees under Invesugauon by the police who 
by law should be released or charged wlthm 204 hours 
AI found the conditions m which these detamees were 
held to be cruel. mhuman and degradmg. The Centre 
had two cells for women but no female guards. The 
malO cell is approximately Ism x lom At the time of the 
delegation's viSit there were approximately 120 people 
detained in the main cell. Many had spent more than 
two months in the Centre 

Harassment of lawyers and witnesses 
There were contmued reports of threats and 
harassment of those workmg on human fights cases 
� julio Edlson Roman Mufloz was detained m 
February by two officers against whom he had filed a 
complamt for having tonured him The two officers 
threatened him in detention before releaSing him 
without charge 
a The relatives and lawyers of Pedro Baqueand the 
Jaramlllo brothers (see above) were constantly 
threatened throughout 2000. By September, three of 
the lawyers had been granted military protection by the 
AttOrney General. 

Arbitra ry detention of tra nsvestites 
Nine transvestite sex workers were detained for over 
three weeks In July on charges which are not 
punishable with Imprisonment. AI conSidered that they 
were detained solely because they were transvestites 
and called for their immediate and unconditional 
release. According to reports, many transvestites In 
Ecuador are subjected to persecution by the police and 
are targeted for impnsonment. Simply on the ground of 
thelf sexual orlentauon. In November 1997 homosexual 
acts between consenting adults were decrimlnallzed In 
Ecuador 

Possible 'disappearances' 
Ehas Ellnt L6pez PUa was detained by policemen In 
November In the town of Ambato and was not seen 
after that. The police denied knowledge of the arrest 
Luis Alberto Shining laso, who testified that he had 
been held in the same cell as EUas Elint L6pez at the 
police Provisional Detention Centre In Ambato, was 
abducted a few days after he gave evidence before the 
prosecutor Investigating the possible 
·dlsappearance� By the end of 2000 the whereabouts 
of Ellas Ellnt L6pez and Luis Alberta Shining laso 
remained unknown 

AI country reports and visit 
Reports 
• Ecuador. Impunity - The long road to Justice (AI Index: 

AMR 28/007/2(00) 
• Ecuador Pedro Baque Tuarez and the Jaramillo brothers 

- Another case of human nghts Impunity (AI Index: 
AMR 28/013/2(00) 

• Ecuador. Arbitrary detentIon of transvestites (AI Index; 
AMR 28/014/2(00) 
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Visit 
An AI delegation visited Ecuador in March. The 
delegation met Ecuadorian officials as well as human 
rights organizations and victims of human rights abuses 

EGYPT 

ARAB REPUBLIC Of EGYPT 
Head of state: Muhammad Has", Mubarak 
Head of government: 'AM Muhammad 'Ubayd 
Capital: CairO 
Population: 68.4 million 
Official language: ArabiC 
Death penalty: retentionlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court 

Thirty prisoners of conscience were sentenced to 
between six months' and five years' imprisonment; 
20 remained held atthe end of the year. Eight 
prisoners of conscience sentenced in 1999 remained 
in detention at the end of 2000. While hundreds of 
suspected supporters of banned Islamistgroups 
were released, thousands of others, including 
possible prisoners of conscience, remained held 
without charge or trial. Others served sentences 
imposed after grossly unfair trials before military 
courts. Torture and ill-treatment of detainees 
continued to be widespread; the majority of cases 
occurred in police stations. Prison conditions 
amounting to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
were reported. At least 79 people were sentenced to 
death and at least 22 people were executed. 

Background 
Hundreds of supporters of the opposition were 
detained during the months leading up to 
parliamentary elections which were held between mid­
October and mid-November The vast majority of the 
detainees were alleged members of the banned Muslim 
Brothers organization. A ruling of the Supreme 
Constitutional Court In July led to legislation being 
amended to require judicial superviSion of the election 
process Inside the polling stations 

During the elections excessive use of force by the 
security forces resulted in CiVIlians being killed and 
injured during demonstrations protesting at 
restricted access to polling stations. An AI delegate 
was beaten and kicked in front of a polling station m 
the Shubra al-Khaima district of Cairo. He was 
assaulted by several men who were actmg under the 
orders of or In collusion with the security forces. 
Several journalists covering the elections were il l­
treated in Similar circumstances. Candidates of the 
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ruling National Democratic Parry gamed an 
overwhelm 109 majority of seats In parliament. In May 
the state of emergency, declared In 1981, was 
extended for a further three-year period 

In January sectarian violence In al-Kushh, a village In 
Upper Egypt, left 20 COptic Christians and one Muslim 
dead. The trial of 96 men charged m connection With 
the killings began inJuneand wascontlnu1Ogat the end 
of the year. All detamed defendants were released 
withoUl bail m December 

Freedom of expression and association 
Hundreds of possible prisoners of consclence ­
including members of non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) and political activists - were 
held for weeks In so-called preventive detention; the 
majority of them were released without bemg 
formally charged. 

CIVil institutions such as political parties, NGOs, 
profeSSional associations and trade unions, and the 
news media, continued to face legal restrictions and 
government control. In June the Supreme 
Constitutional Court found that the NGO law of 1999 
was unconstitutional on procedural grounds. In July, 
the authorities informed the Egypuan Organization for 
Human Rights (EOHR) that Its registration as an NGO 
had been postponed for �secunty reasons� 

The Political Party Committee, a governmental body, 
decided in May to freeze the activities of the Islamist 
HizbaJ- 'Amal(Labour Party) and to suspend the 
publication of its newspaper al-Sha 'ab (The People). In 
September the Supreme Admmistrative Court ruled 
that the ban on the newspaper had to be lifted. 
However, publication of al-Sha 'ab had not resumed by 
the end of the year. 
Human rights defenders 
Human rights defenders continued to be targeted. 
e In February the Public Prosecution Office 
announced that the case against Hafez Abu Sa'ada, 
General Secretary of the EOHR, would be referred to 
trial before the Emergency Supreme State Security 
Court. However, HafezAbu Sa'ada subsequently 
received oral assurances that his case would not be 
pursued. Investigations against Hafez Abu Sa'ada 
began in November 1998 following an EOHR report on 
human rights violations In the predominantly Coptic 
Christian village of al-Kushh and led to hlsdetenllon 
for several days 
B InJune human nghts defender Or Sa'ad Eddin 
Ibrahim, Director of the Ibn Khaldun Center for 
Development Studies and lecturer at the American 
University in Cairo, was arrested at his home In Cairo. 
Several of the Ibn Khaldun Cent er's staff, including the 
finance director Nadia 'Abd aI-Nur, and people 
affiliated with the institution were also arrested and 
detained without bemg formally charged until their 
release in August. In November the trial of 28 people 
charged with offences Includ10g disseminating false 
information abroad, unauthorized funding, forgery and 
bribery opened before the Supreme State Security 
Courl. The charges related to the conduct of projects 
promoting participation in elecllons. 
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Prisoners of conscience 
Prisoners of conscience, lncluding political activists, 
journalists and members of religious groups, were 
sentenced to up to five years' lmprisonment, in some 
cases following unfair trials that did not allow for 
appeals. 
a In November the Supreme Military Court 
sentenced 15 alleged Muslim Brothers to between three 
and five years' Impnsonment; five others were 
acqUitted. The 20 doctors, lawyers and other 
profeSSionals, most of whom held leading posItions In 
professional bodies, had been detained since October 
1999. The Supreme Military COUrl had been due to 
dehver ItS verdict in July, but this was postponed until 
November in an obvIoUS attempt to prevent the 
defendants from participating In the parliamentary 
elections. 
a In Apnl an appeal court upheld the sentences of 
two years' imprisonment of Magdi Husseln and Salah 
Badawl, in a criminal libel case brought against 
Journalists of al-Sha 'ab by a government minister. Both 
were released in an amnesty m December. 
a In July the Sohag Criminal Court sentenced Sounal 
Gayed Ishaq, a 37-year-old Coptlc Christian. to three 
years' Imprisonment for publicly Insulting Islam. 
a In September, the Emergency State Security Court 
for Misdemeanours sentenced Manal Wahid Mana', the 
alleged leader of a religious group, and 12 of her 
followers to prison terms of between six months and 
five years. Accusations against the group mcluded 
attributing divme status to a late Sufi religiOUS leader. 

Detention under emergency legislation 
Hundreds of political detamees were released and 
hardly any new cases of administrative detention 
under emergency legislation were reponed. However, 
thousands of suspected members or supporters of 
banned Islamist groups arrested in previous years, 
including poSSible prisoners of conscience. remained 
administratively detained without charge or trial. Some 
had been held for more than a decade. Others were 
acquitted by military or (Emergency) Supreme State 
Security Courts, but remained in detention. 
a Mahmoud Mubarak Ahmad, a doctor, had been 
arrested m January 1995 by officers of the State Security 
Intelligence (SSO and accused of membership of an 
11I�al lslamist organization. A court had ordered his 
release. but Instead of being released he was issued 
With a new detention order and remained in prison. In 
1999 the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 
judged hiS admmistrative detention to be arbitrary and 
in conflict with Egypt's international obligations. 

Prison conditions 
In September the Ministry of the Interior announced 
that rloggingas a punishment In prisons would be 
outlawed. 

Thousands of detainees contmued to be held m 
prisons where conditions amounted to cruel. mhuman 
or degrading treatment. Several prisoners reportedly 
died as a result of diseases for which they received little 
or no treatment. 
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Scores of Islamist activists In administraUve 
detention were reportedly held in overcrowded 
conditions with madequate sanitation and health care 
and poor quality food. As a result i llnesses includmg 
tuberculOSIS and skin diseases were common. Several 
prisoners reportedly died as a result of diseases which 
received little or no treatment. 

Hundreds of political detainees continued to be 
deOled the fight to VISitS by lawyers and family 
members. A ban on any viSits Imposed for more than 
five years remained In force m three prisons holdmg 
political detainees 

Torture in police stations contmued to be widespread 
The decrease m arrests of alleged members of armed 
Islamist groups was renected in a significant reduction 
In reports of systematic torture of political suspects. 
The mOSt common torture methods reported were 
electric shocks, beaungs, suspension by the wrists or 
ankles and various forms of psychological torture, 
includmg death threats and threats of rape or sexual 
abuse of the detamee or a female relative. 
a In March Salha Sayid Oasim was detained at Giza 
Police Headquarters in connection With a Criminal 
Invesllgation. She reported that in detention she was 
blindfolded. beaten. whipped. suspended by her arms 
and subjected to electric shocks. 
Deaths in custody 
Several people died In custody in circumstances 
suggesting that lOrtureor ill-treatment may have 
caused or contributed to their deaths. 
a In February the Public Prosecution Office 
announced the referral of five police officers to a 
cnminal court In connection With the killing of Ahmad 
Muhammad 'Issa In Wadi Natroun Pnson m February. 
Torture was reported to have caused or contnbuted to 
hiS death. The outcome of the trial was not known at 
the end of the year. 
Harassment of victims and relatives 
Viclims of torture and their relatives who made 
complaints continued to report harassment. 
a Relatives of Ahmed Mohammad Mahmud Tamam, a 
19-year-old student who died In police custody in July 
1999 In circumstances suggestmg that torture had 
caused or contributed to hiS death, alleged that during 
2000 they had been threatened in an attempt to force 
them to Withdraw their complaint. 
Inadequate investigation 
Despite the fact that hundreds of victims of torture had 
filed complaints with the authorities over the past 
decade, no prompt and impartlal lnvestigauons which 
met internallonal standards had been carned out by 
the end of 2000. 
a By the end of the year the Alexandna prosecullon 
office had not yet deCided how to proceed In the case of 
Muhammad Badr ai-Din Gom'a Isma'i!. who had been 
tortured and forced to make a false confession In 1996 
and 1997 
Excessive use of force 
ExceSSive use of force by the security forces resulted m 
Civilians being Injured and killed in thecontext of 
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demonstratlons_ Massdemonstratlons in Cairo, 
consisting mostly of students. took place In May In protest 
at the publication of a novel and In October In solidarity 
with the PalestInian people. Several people, mcludlng 
young people, were killed In demonstrations protestmgat 
the secunty forces restricting access 10 several polling 
stations dUring the parliamentary elections. 
a On 14 November, three people were killed in 
clashes between demonstrators and the secunty forces 
in al·'Amara village in Oalyubiya province. 

Forcible return 
There were reports of the forcible return of Egyptian 
nationals suspected of being arfiliated to armed 
Islamist groups. 
a In May, Ayman Kamal ai-Din was reportedly 
forcibly returned from Lebanon to Egypt where he was 
feared to be at risk of human rights violations. 

Oeath pena Ity 
The death penalty continued to be used extensively. At 
least seven women and 72 men were sentenced 10 
death by cnmmal courts during 2000, the majority of 
them on charges of murder. At least six women and 16 
men were executed, Including two men who had been 
sentenced following unfair trials In absentia. 

Armed groups 
In October, two members of an armed Islamist group 
were killed when members of the secumy forces raided 
a flat In Aswan. The circumStances surrounding the 
deaths suggested that the two men may have been 
extrajudicially executed. No further Incidents of 
clashes between secumy forces and armed Islamist 
groups were reponed. The leadership of the main 
armed Islamist group, al-Gama·a al-Islamtya, Islamic 
Group. maintained that It had halted its armed 
operations 

Islamist groups failed to publicly revoke death 
threats issued in prevIous years against ciVilians whom 
they considered political and Ideological enemies, 
including the writer NagUlb Mahfuz and univerSIty 
professor Nasr Hamed Abu Zeld. 

AI country report and visits 
Report 
• Egypt: MUZ2llOg cIvil so"ely (Al lnde.: MDE 

12/021/2000) 
Visits 
In March and November AI delegates VISited Egypt and 
met victims of human rights Violations, representatives of 
human rights organizations and other members of civil 
society. They also met government officials and raised 
concerns about the lack of proper investigations of and 
preventive measures against human rights Violations. AI 
delegates observed tnals before the Supreme Military 
Court and the Supreme State Security Court 
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REPUBLIC OF EL SALVAOOR 
Head of state and government: Francisco Flores 
Capital: San Salvador 
Population: 6.2 million 
Offlcial language: Spanish 
Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary c"mes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
Involvement of children in armed conflict 

Efforts to end impunity for past human rights 
violations suffered a serious setback when the 
Supreme Court of Justice declared the General 
Amnesty Law to be constitutional. Work by a non­
governmental organization on behalf of children 
who "disappeared" during the armed conflict (19BO 
to 1992) d id not receive official support The Policfa 
NacionaJ Civil {PNC), National Civil Police, were 
responsible for human rights violations including 
killings of civilians and il l-treatment of 
demonstrators. 

Background 
The maIM opposition party, the Frente Farabundo Marll 
de Liberaci6n Naclonal, Farabundo Marti National 
liberation Front, won the largest number of seats in 
parliamentary elections ," March 

More than 1,000 members of the PNC faced 
investigation and there was offiCial confirmation that 
members of the PNC were involved in cnminal 
actlvilles such as kidnapping and robbery. Lackof 
confidence in the police and fear of repnsals meant 
that victims did not always report Violations 

The judiCial system was also the subject of reView, 
leading to recommendations that some judges should 
be removed from their posts. Serious concerns about 
the performance of the Office of the Procurator for 
Human Rights persisted throughout 2000 (see below). 

Impunity 
Impunity for past human rights violations continued to 
be a serious concern. The judicial authonlles failed to 
implement the recommendations of international 
bodies. 
Cl In March the Imer-American Commission on 
Human Rights (lACHR) concluded that the state had 
violated the rights to life, 10 justice and to judicial 
protection enshrined in the American Convention on 
Human Rights in the case of Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo 
Romero, who was assassinated in March 1980. The 
CommiSSion recommended that the state should 
thoroughly and effectively investigate the murder of 
Monsignor Romero; bring those responsible to justice 
In a fair and Impartial trial; implement reparations; and 
bring nauonal leglslation into line with the Convention, 
which would Involve annulling the 1993 General 
Amnesty Law 
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The authorities dismissed the decision, slating that 
�the decIsions of the Commission are not bindmg. they 
are recommendatlons-, and took no steps to Implement 
the recommendations. 
a The aUlhoritles failed to implement any of the 
recommendations made by the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights in December 1999 in the 
case of the extrajudicial execution of six Jesuits, a 
domestic helper and her daughter by military 
personnel in 1989. They also resisted appeals from the 
Compania de jesus, Society of Jesus, (Jesuits) to bring to 
justice those Involved in planning and ordering the 
murders, among them a former President of El 
Salvador Military personnel who carried out the 
murders were tried and sentenced to prison terms in 
1991, but were released in 1993 when the General 
Amnesty Law was approved. 

The decision on the General Amnesty Law (see 
below) opened the door for proceedings to move ahead 
and the Attorney General made some anempts to take 
action on the case. These did not prosper because, for 
example, the wrong procedure was Invoked. In 
December the Attorney General's Orrice was reported 
to have conducted a study which concluded that It 
could proceed to seek the defmitive dismissal of the 
charges against the suspects because a period 
exceeding 10 years had elapsed since the crime was 
committed and no evidence had been brought against 
them. The Attorney General then requested the Third 
MagiStrate's Court of San Salvador to effect thiS 
dismissal. The judge ruled that those alleged to have 
been the intellectual authors of the killings would not 
face charges because the event had happened over 
10 years earlier and therefore, according to national 
law, criminal responsibility had lapsed. Thejudge did, 
however, recognize that the amnesty law did not apply 
to the suspects. followlOg the October ruling of the 
Supreme Court. 
The General Amnesty law 
On 3 October the Supreme Court of Justice issued a 
decision on a petition to declare the 1993 General 
Amnesty Law unconstitutional. The Court ruled that the 
law was constitutional but that in cases involvmg 
military personnel or civil servants involved in crimes 
which contravened the Constitution and had been 
committed between 1989 and 1994, it should be judiCial 
officials who decide whether to prosecute or not. 
Although the decision would allow some cases to be 
prosecuted, the majority of human rights violations 
committed during the armed conflict, including 
massacres in which hundreds of Civilians were killed, 
took place before 1989 

The Inter·American CommiSSion on Human Rights 
had made 11 clear in a number of decisions that amnesty 
laws �remove the most effective measure for enforcing 
human rights, Le . the prosecution and punishment of 
the vlolators� and were Incompatible with the 
American Convention on Human Rights. 

Office of the Human Rights Procurator 
The crisis In the Office of the Human Rights Procurator 
continued. After a long drawn out process, which 
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mcluded petJliOnS from civil society organizations to 
remove him and an Investlgauon by the legislative 
Assembly, Procurator Eduardo Pe"ate resigned in 
January. The Deputy Procurator assumed the post In an 
acting capacity while a replacement was found. 
Although a process to elect a new Procurator formally 
started inJuly, an appointment had not been made by 
the end of the year. The election of the new Procurator 
was the cause of conSiderable concern as there were 
clear indications that. contrary to the spirit In which the 
Office had been created, the process and the post had 
been thoroughly politicized. 

National Civil Police 
Members of the police force were responsible for human 
rights violations includmgabuse of authority, torture 
and 111·treatment. and kill ings of unarmed civilians. In 
some cases investl�ations were mittated and charges 
brought against police officers. However. the sentences 
Imposed often did not reOect the gravity of the 
violation The PNC was also responsible for injuring 
health workers taking part in peaceful demonstrations 
against the privatization of health care. Ajournahst 
covering the demonstration was shot In the legs with 
rubber bullets and needed hospital treatment. Many 
people, including patients in neighbouring hospitals. 
suffered from the effects of tear gas used by the police. 

Human rights defenders 
Although reports of attacks, death threats or 
intimidation against human rights defenders were 
greatly reduced compared to previous years, the 
authonties continued to accuse human rights 
defenders and orgamzations of seeking to damage the 
IOStltutlons of the state or the peace of the country, or 
of defending delinquents. 

Children 
The non·governmental Asociaci6n Pro·Busqueda de 
Ninas y Nlnos Desaparecidos(Pro-Btisqueda), 
Association Pro·Busqueda for the Search for 
Disappeared Chlldren, located more children during 
the year. Its work suffered a setback In September when 
Its proposal that the legislative Assembly create a 
commission to investigate the whereabouts of children 
who "disappeared" durlOg the armed connict was 
rejected. The army, which had mitially expressed its 
willingness to participate, changed its position. The 
commission would have had power to call people to 
prOVide information and would have had access to 
archives which were not open to Pro-Busqueda. 

Updates 
a William Hermindez, executive director of the non· 
governmental organization Asociacion Salvadorena de 
Desarro/Jo Integral para Minorias Sexuales. Enrre 
Am/gos, Salvadoran Association for the Integral 
Development of Sexual MinOrities, Among Frtends, was 
granted police protection following death threats 
received in 1999. There were further instances of 
attacks on the orgaOlzauon, includmg break·ins at their 
offices during which membership lists were taken. 
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AI country report and visit 
Report 
• El Salvador: The Supreme Court ruling is an affront to 

victim, (AI Index: AMR 29/005/2000) 
Visit 
AI delegates VISited El Salvador between September and 
October to carry out research Into human rights VIolations. 

EQ UATORIAL 

G UINEA 

REPUBLIC OF EQUATORIAL GUINEA 
Head of ,tate: Teodoro Oblang Nguema Mbasogo 
Head of government: Angel Serafin Seriche Dougan 
Capital: Malabo 
Population: 0.4 million 
Official languages: Spanish, French 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 

Harassment of peaceful political opponents, which 
has been common for many years, continued 
throughout 2000. Some prisoners of conscience 
continued to be held and peaceful political 
opponents or individuals exercising their right to 
freedom of expression were arrested and faced ill· 
treatment by government officials. 

Background 
The two mam OPPOsition parties - Convergencia para 
la Democracla Socla/(CPDS), Convergence for SOCial 
Democracy, and Um6n Popular. Popular Umon- found 
It Increasingly difficult to mobilize their supporters, 
especially in the continental part of the country where 
government control IS more Intense. Agamst this 
background, muniCipal elections in May were marked 
by very low voter turn·out followtng a call by three 
oPPOsItion parties to boycott what they called an 
�electoral farce�. This boycotl led to a landslide victory 
for the ruling Partido Democraticode Gumea 
Ecuatoria/(PDGE). Equatorial Guinea Democratic Parry 

UN Commission on Human Rights 
In April the UN Commission on Human Rights examtned 
the report of the UN SpeCial Representative on 
Equatorial Guinea who had visited the country In 
November 1999. The Commission urged the 
government to respect freedom of movement, 
association and expression. It called on the authOrities 
to adhere to the UN Convention against Torture and to 
ensure that military jurisdiction (which has frequently 
been applied to civilians) is strictly limited to military 
offences committed by military personnel. After this. 
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the authorities appeared to be reluctant to allow the 
UN Special Representative access to the country and 
failed to respond to several requests for a visa 

Treatment of Bubi prisoners 
In March, some 40 prisoners from the Bub. ethniC group 
who were convicted after an unfair military trial 10 1998 
were transferred from the malO prison of the capital 
Malabo. on Bloko Island. to Evinayong. some 500km 
east of Malabo. This made it very difficult for their 
families to bnng them medicine and food and prOVide 
support. AI launched an appeal expressing concern that 
as the prisoners had to buy their own food, and not all 
had money to do so, many could soon be nearing 
starvation. Most of these prisoners had been tortured 
10 pre-trial detention and they had been held for two 
years in extremely harsh conditions. Many appeared to 
be prisoners of conscience. arrested solely on account 
of their ethnic origin. 

Conditions for thiS group of prisoners improved 
slowly. Their families were given access to them, 
although the distance and COSt made VISitS rare. The 
prisoners were allowed to work outside the prison and 
to meet people from the town. In December the 
PreSident issued a decree in which he pardoned 14 of 
these prisoners. includtng Milagrosa Cheba, the only 
woman in the group. 

Prisoners of conscience 
Two members of the Fuerza Democrata Republicana 
(FOR), Democratic Republican Force, an opposition 
political party which has been refused offiCial 
recognition, were held for most of 2000. Mariano Oyono 
Ndong was sentenced 10 December [999 to three years' 
imprisonment. He was accused of possession of 
"material of dubiOUS provenance" after the security 
forces found a two·year·old AI appeal in hIs home. 
Antonlo Engonga Bibang was also convicted in 
December 1999 on charges of�tnsults against the 
government and the Armed Forces". These two 
prisoners were pardoned by the PreSident In December. 

Four FOR members were arrested in May and 
reportedly tortured in Malabo. They remamed detained 
Without tnal until December. when they were confined 
to their villages 10 the district of Mongomo. 

Torture/ oil-treatment 
Augusto Mba·Sa Oyana. a bUSinessman with joint 
Guinean/Spanish nationality, was reportedly tortured 
in Black Beach prison In Malabo. He was arrested in July 
on hiS arrival at Malabo Airport. from Yaounde. 
Cameroon, where he resided. It appeared that he was 
suspected of having links wllh polit[cal opponents 
living abroad. Augusto Oyana escaped from prison in 
August but one of his fflends. Jesus Mlguel Ond6. was 
arrested. accused of helpIng him to escape, and 
reportedly tortured. Jesus Miguel Ond6 was released 
without charge in December. 

Threats to freedom of expression 
The authoritIes ill·treated indiVIduals seekmg to 
exercise their right to freedom of expression. 
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a Pedro Nolasko. a journalist. was reported to have 
been physically assaulted in March by the Secretary 
General of the Ministry of the Interior after publishing 
an interview with the leader of an opPOsition party. In 
Apnl a newspaper vendor who was trying to sell issues 
of La Opmion-the newspaper published by Pedro 
Nolasko- Inslde the bUilding of the General 
Secretanat of the Government was reported to have 
been assaulted by the Minister Delegate of the Intenor 
There was apparently no mvestlgation mto these two 
mCldents. 

AI country report 
• Equatorial Gumea: No free flow of information (Ai 
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ERITREA 
Head of state and government: Issayas Afewerkl 
Capital: Asmara 
Population: 3.8 million 
Official languages: English, Arabic, Tignnya 
Death penalty: retention 1st 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: African Charter 
on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 

A cease-fire in June followed by a peace treaty in 
December ended the border war with Ethiopia. The 
UN began to supervise the return to Eritrea of 
southern areas captured by Ethiopia in heavy new 
fighting in May. Eritrean troops pulled out of 
Ethiopian areas they had occupied in May 1998. 
Each side accused the other of human rights abuses 
during these occupations, but many of the 
allegations were difficult to substantiate. Eritrea 
interned many Ethiopian nationals in make-shift 
camps. There were reports of detentions and 
extrajudicial executions of political opponents, 
which were difficult to verify. 

Background 
The war with Ethiopia 
The border war with Ethiopia resumed in May after a 
year's tense confrontation along the I,ooo-kilometre 
border. Both sides had continued to expand their forces 
and to buy weapons. Erltrea continued to conscript 
nationals for military service, allegedly recruiting some 
children under 18 years old. Some people tried to evade 
military service by fleeing the country and several 
Jehovah's Witnesses were detamed when they refused 
to serve in the armed forces. There was no proviSion for 
conscientious objection. 

Amnesty InternatIonal Report 2001 

ERI  

I n  May Ethiopia attacked and captured large parts o f  
southwestern Ernrea, forCing Eritrean troops out o f  
areas they had occupied since the war began m May 
1998. The UN Secunty Council called for a cease-fire 
and Imposed an arms embargo on both Sides. After 
three weeks of f]ghtlng with heavy casualties. a cease­
fife was Signed In June under the auspIces of the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU). Ethiopian troops 
wIthdrew to a buffer zone 25 kilometres from the 
border. Some 60.000 Entrean ciVilians and hundreds of 
soldiers had fled to Sudan and about 370,000 CIVIlians 
were mternally displaced by the fighting. Despite 
mutual recriminations and accusations, the cease-fife 
held and there was no further fighting. Refugees and 
Internally displaced c]vllians began to return. Almost 
half the population was at rISk of famine. 

A formal peace treaty was sIgned in December In 
Algeria In the presence of the UN Secretary-General 
ThIS prOVided for UN supervIsion of the Withdrawal of 
Ethiopian troops and temporary UN admln]stration of 
the buffer zone, neutral demarcation of the border, and 
exammatlon of claims by both Sides for compensation 
The UN Secretary-General promised international help 
lO both Sides to recover from the destruction caused by 
the confliCt. In December the UN MISSion 10 Ethiopia 
and Entrea (UNMEE) began deplOYing troops and 
human rights observers IOto the Ethiopian-occupied 
zone. 
Ratification of the Geneva Conventions 
Entrea finally signed the Geneva Conventions In July 
and al lowed the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (iCRC) access to pnsoners of war. In December an 
exchange of pnsoners of war and CIVilian Internees 
began under the auspices of the ICRC, which had 
previously registered 2.600 Erltrean prisoners of war m 
Ethiopia and 1,000 EthiOpian pnsoners of war in 
Erltrea. 
Constitutional process 
In October the National Assembly announced that 
elections would be held In December 200] and that an 
Assembly Commltlee would draft regulations for the 
formation of political parties. The only permitted 
party was the ruling People's Front for Democracy 
and Justice. Shortly before this announcement. a 
group of Eritrean IOtel lectuals. mostly living abroad 
and not attached to Opposition groups, had called on 
the government for more democracy, the abolit]on of 
the Special Court. and the fair tnal or release of 
detainees 

Internal armed opposition 
Both Eritrea and Ethiopia continued to support 
opposlt]on groups, both political and armed, In the 
other country. Informauon on the activities In Ernrea 
of the Ethiopian-supported Alliance of National 
Emrean Forces, which included the Eritrean liberation 
Front-Revolutionary Council and the Sudan-supported 
Eritrean IslamiC Salvation Movement, was difficult to 
obtain. Allegallons by these groups and by the 
Ethiopian government of killings, torture and 
detentions of thelf supporters were impossible to 
venfy With Independent evidence. 
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Ethiopian nationals in Eritrea 
Immediately after the outbreak of fighting In May, the 
security forces interned thousands of Ethiopians 
throughout Entrea Some ].000 were interned in make­
shIft camps near Asmara without adequate provision of 
food. shelter. water, medical facilities or hygiene, 
Following internaUonal CritiCiSm, the authoritIes 
Improved conditions, allowed access and after a few 
weeks released most of the Internees_ Others were 
detamed on suspicion ofhelpmg the EthiopIan attacks 
and many were still held without charge or trial 
throughout 2000. The authorities claimed that others 
were held for their own protection in displacement 
camps, having been evacuated during the fightmg. 

The Ethiopian government's claims of widespread 
kIllings, torture, detentions and forcible expulsions of 
Ethiopian nationals In Eritrea were difficult to venfy. 
Some members of the Kunama ethnic group (or 
nationality), for example. were allegedly killed for 
supporting the Ethiopian military advance. Some 
abuses did occur, and there were incidents of Ernrean 
CiVilians targetmg Ethiopians for repnsals after the 
Ethiopian attacks, leading to some deaths reported in 
Barentu in May. But there was no evidence of any 
official government policy of systematic abuses or 
forcible expulsion. Hundreds of destitute Ethiopians 
voluntarily returned to EthIopia in November and 
December under ICRC auspices 

Detention without trial 
There were continuing allegations that the authoritIes 
held many Entreans, as well as thousands of Ethiopian 
nationals, without charge or trial for political reasons. 
particularly for suspected links With armed Ernrean 
opposition groups. �Disappearances� and cases of 
incommunicado detention were reported In 2000. as 
they had been in previous years, but were denied by the 
government. Hundreds of people remamed m 
detention throughout 2000 for poSSible trial by the 
Special Court, where International fair trial standards 
are not followed Some Special Court detamees were 
released in early 2000 after several years in detention 
wllhout havmg been charged or tried 

In October, Six journalists from the new private 
media were arrested, allegedly on account of articles 
critical of the government. Four were released after a 
few days but the other two were detained for longer 
periods. The government said the arrests were 
connected to national service requirements. 

Updates 
As many as 100 Eritrean offiCials of the former 
Ethiopian government in Eritrea continued to serve 
pnson sentences. imposed without fair trial, for human 
rights abuses 

There were conflicting reports about whether some 
�disappeared� members of the Eritrean liberation 
Front-Revolutionary Council abducted from Sudan in 
1992 might still be alive in detention The government 
had never satlsfactonly accounted for them. 
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FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA 
Head of state: Negasso Gidada 
Head of government: Meles Zenawi 
Capital: AddIS Ababa 
Population: 58.8 million 
Officia l language: Amharic 
Death penalty: retentionist 

The border war with Eritrea resumed in May. Heavy 
fighting stopped with a cease-fire in June and a 
peace treaty was signed in December. Each side 
accused the other of committing human rights 
abuses against its own nationals. Armed conflict 
continued within Ethiopia between government 
forces and Oromo and Somali opponents, with many 
human rights violations and abuses reported. 
Suspected rebel supporters were detained, tortured 
or sometimes extrajudicially executed. Several 
thousand remained in detention, some having been 
held for years without charge ortrial. Journalists, 
demonstrators and other critics of the government 
were arrested, most of whom were held without trial, 
although some received unfair trials. During 
preparations for elections in May, several opposition 
party supporters in the south were shot dead by 
police and scores were detained. The trials of 
officials of the former Oergue government proceeded 
slowly on charges including genocide and 
extrajudicial executions. Several death sentences 
were imposed but no executions were reported. 

Background 
War with Eritrea 
The border war with Eritrea erupted again In May after 
a year's tense confrontation along the I,OOo-kllometre 
border. Both sides had continued to expand their forces 
and to buy weapons. Forced recruitment was reported 
In southern Ethiopia, with some children al legedly 
recruited. 

In May Ethiopia attacked and captured large parts of 
southwestern Eritrea. forcmg Eritrean troops out of 
areas they had occupied since the war began in May 
1998. The UN Security Council urged a cease-fire and 
imposed an arms embargo on both sides. After three 
weeks of fighting with heavy casualties. a cease-fire 
was signed In June under the auspices of the 
Organization of African Unity. Ethiopian troops 
withdrew to a buffer zone 25 kilometres inside Erltrea, 
administered by a UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea 
(UNMEE). Recriminations and allegations of human 
rights abuses by each Side against the other's nationals 
in their country continued. More than 300,000 
Ethiopians were displaced by the fighting. 

A formal peace treaty was signed in December In 
Algeria in the presence of the UN Secretary-General .  
This provided for UN supervision of the withdrawal of 
Ethiopian troops and temporary UN administration of 
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the buffer zone. neutral demarcation of the border. and 
examination of claims by both sides for compensation. 
The UN Secretary-General promised International help 
to both sides to recover from the destruction caused by 
the conrlict. 

In December UNMEE began deploying troops and 
human rights observers into the Ethiopian-occupied 
zone. An exchange of prisoners of war and civilian 
internees began under the auspices of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. which had previously 
registered 2,600 Entrean prisoners of war in Ethiopia 
and 1 ,000 Ethiopian prisoners of war in Eritrea. Over 
1,200 Eritrean civilians were also held by Ethiopia, most 
of whom had been detained without charge or trial 
since May 1998. The future remained uncertain for the 
substantial long-standing community of Eritreans in 
Ethiopia, who had been stripped of their Ethiopian 
citizenship when the war broke out. 
Human Rights Commission and Ombudsman 
In july the Human Rights Commission and the Office of 
Ombudsman were formally eslablished. but members 
had not been appointed by the end of 2000. 

Internal and regional armed conflicts 
The government continued to face long-running armed 
opposition in the Oromo region from the Oromo 
liberation Front (OLF). and in the Somali region from 
the Ogaden National liberation Front (ONLF) and AI-
11Ihad. an Islamist group allied to the ONLF with ties to 
Islamist groups In Somalia. Many human rights abuses 
were reported in these two connicts. particularly by 
government troops against civilians suspected of 
supporting the rebels. International and national 
humanitarian staff were at risk of attacks and 
kidnapping by Somali rebels 

Ethiopian troops remained in Somalia's Gedo, Bay 
and Bakol regions. supporting partlcular local Somali 
factions. Ethiopia was involved in the Somali peace 
talks held in Djibouti which led to the formation of the 
new interim Somali government. 

Elections 
Elections for the national and regional parliaments 
were held in May. More than 50 political parties took 
part. including 2) opposition parties. The government 
barred international election observers but allowed 
over 1,500 national observers, including those from the 
Ethiopian Human Rights Council. which was finally 
granted legal registration. There were numerous 
complaints by opposition parties of repression and 
intimidation during voter registration and 
campaigning. particularly In the southern region. The 
AII-Amhara People's Organization and several southern 
opposition parties, Including the Southern Peoples' 
Democratic Front Coalition, the Hadiya National 
Democratic Coalition and the Gambela People's 
Democratic Congress, complained of supporters being 
beaten and detained. offices closed, candidates 
prevented from registering and supporters dismissed 
from government employment. In Hadlya zone In 
March, police reportedly shot dead two demonstrators 
and detained scores of people. Five people were 
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allegedly killed by government forces on election day 
m Hadlya zone. Following complaints, the election was 
re-run there InJune. Elections in the Somali region 
were postponed to August because of drought and 
Insecurity. 

The ruling Ethiopian Revolullonary Democratic Front 
(EPRDF) coalition led by Prime Minister Meles Zenawi's 
Tigray People's liberation Front won more than 90 per 
cent of seats. In October a new government headed 
again by Meles Zenawl was sworn in. 

Political imprisonment 
Hundreds of people were arrested for political reasons, 
most of whom were detained without charge or trial. 
some in secret. Some were prisoners of conSCience, and 
others might also have been prisoners of conscience 
although supposedly detained on suspicion of havmg 
links With armed opposition groups. 

Detentions were particularly frequent in the Oromo 
and Somali regions, where some thousands of 
detainees arrested over the previous eight years 
continued to be detalOed without charge or trial 
Journalists 
Police arrested Journalists from the pnvate media on 
the grounds that articles CritiCiZing the government 
were false or a threat (0 security. Arrests continued 
despite the government's unexpected decision in 
March to allow the Ethiopian Free Press Journalists 
Association to be registered. alongside the Ethiopian 
JournalIsts Association which mostly represented the 
pro-government and state media. Dozens of journalists 
were taken for questioning and released on bail With 
charges pending, and several fled the country after 
repeated court appearances and police summonses. 
The Press Law (1992) allows courts to Imprison 
Journalists for publishing false information or for 
allegedly inciting ethniC confliCt. At the end of 2000, 
eight journalists were in prison as prisoners of 
conscience. 
a In januaryTessalegne Mengesha of Mabruk 
magazine was jailed for a year and Tewodros Kassa of 
£tiopmagazlne was sentenced to one year's 
Imprisonment in June. The charges were dubiOUS, and 
their trials unfair. 
a Mairegu Bezabih, a veteran journalist and the 
European Union's Information Officer 10 Ethiopia. was 
arrested in March in unclear circumstances - the 
authorities accused him of involvement In human nghts 
violations 13 years previously. 
Election-related arrests 
In certain southern constituencies, particularly Hadiya. 
Kambata and Gambela zones, members of opPOsition 
parties were detained dUring the election process. 
oB Abula Obang, an education offiCial. and 17 others 
who formed the Gambela People's Democratic 
Congress and were arrested In early 1999 remained in 
detention without charge or trial as prisoners of 
conscience throughout the election period. 
Oromo demonstrations 
In March there were Widespread demonstrations by 
Oromos in AddiS Ababa, Ambo, Nekemte and several 
other towns in western Oromla The demonstrators 
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accused the authorlues of falhng to take sufficient 
aCllon to SlOp a huge forest fire In southern Gromla 
Hundreds of demonstrators, notably schoolteachers 
and students, were arrested and held for several weeks 
without charge or tnal. At least one person, Dlnbe 
Jlfara, was reportedly shot dead by police. Most 
detamees were non·violent protesters and were 
prisoners of conscience. There were further 
demonstrations and short-term arrests of Or om os In 
October and November on account of the government's 
decision to move the Gramla regional capital from 
AddiS Ababa (where there IS a large Croma community) 
to Nazareth In the southeast In late December up to 
lOO students were arrested at AddiS Ababa University 
aher a dispute over an Croma political issue. After 
some days 10 custody, where they were III·treated and 
forced to do harsh exerCises, most were released but 
18 Oromostudents were taken to court and remanded 
10 custody. 
Eritrean detainees 
In March and April, when war was again Imminent, nine 
Entreans were sentenced to between one and 15 years' 
Imprisonment on charges of spying for or collaborating 
with the Entrean armed forces. More than 1,200 other 
Entreans were sull detained Without charge or tnal 
after mass round-ups In 1998 and 1999 

Political trials 
The group trial in AddiS Ababa of more than 60 Oromos 
for armed conspiracy with the OlF entered its third 
year The defendants faced a vanety of mostly separate 
charges. Among these pnsoners were seven human 
rights defenders who had founded the Human RIghts 
league to protect Oromos agamst human rights 
Violations, and twO Journalists. They were pnsoners of 
consCience. 
a Taye Wolde-Semayat, preSident of the Ethiopian 
Teachers ASSOCiation and a former university 
professor, lodged an appeal against his IS-year pnson 
sentence Imposed 10 1999 for al leged armed 
conspIracy. A prominent critic of the government, 
he was a prisoner of conSCIence, convicted 10 an 
unfair trial. 
Dergue trials 
The trial of 46 members of the former military 
government of Menglstu Haile-Manam (whIch was 
known as the Dergue) entered its sixth year. They were 
charged with genocide, war cnmes and other crimes 
against humanity. Some trials began of more than 2,200 
other former offiCials, mOSt of whom had been held 
since 1991 and were faclOg lesser charges. A few trials 
were completed. Several people were convIcted and 
sentenced to prison terms, a few were acquitted, and at 
least one was sentenced to death 10 hiS absence. The 
majority of tnals, however, had not yet started and 
many detainees, Including Mammo Wolde, the former 
OlympIC athlete, remained in prison with little chance 
of an early opportunity to defend themselves, 

Reports continued to be received of a persistent 
pattern of torture of political prisoners. Torture took 
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place durlOg unlawful and incommunicado detention In 
offIcial and unoffIcial places of custody. Judges dId not 
Invesugate complaints of torture made when prisoners 
were brought to court. Torture was particularly 
common In certain police stations and security centres 
in AddiS Ababa and In zones of armed connict or 
intense political COnnlCt, such as Oromla, the Somali 
region and parts of the south. Pnson conditions were 
generally harsh and medIcal treatment was inadequate 

Extrajudicial executions 
There were reports of suspected rebel supporters being 
extrajudicially executed by government forces, but 
these proved difficult to venfy 

Death penalty 
Several people were sentenced to death for murder but 
no executions were reponed Up to 100 prisoners were 
under sentence of death. 

FIJ I 

REPUBLIC OFTHE FIJI ISLANDS 
Head of state: Ratu Josefa Iloilo (replaced Ratu Sir 
Kamisese Mara In July) 
Head of government: laisenla Qarase (replaced Frank 
8atnlmarama in July who replaced Mahendra Chaudhry 
," May) 
Capital: Suva 
Population: 0.77 million 
Offitial language: EnglISh 
Death penalty: retention 1St 

A violent coup attempt in May led to widespread 
human rights abuses and a flagrant disregard forthe 
rule of law. Scores of civilians, police and army 
officers were injured; some were killed. Thousands of 
Fijians of Indian ethnic origin were forced to leave 
their homes as a result of racist or opportunistic 
attacks and fear of violence, Decrees issued under 
martial law allowed for racial discrimination but 
preserved other basic human rights. These rights 
were, however, frequently violated during operations 
against suspected rebels. As many as six suspected 
rebels were reportedly beaten to death by soldiers 
following an attempted mutiny in November. 
Investigations i nto alleged human rights violations 
were hampered by fears of retaliation; no findings 
were made public. 

Political instability 
On 19 May an indigenous Fijian nauonalist movement 
led anti-government demonstrations in the capital 
During the demonstrations, members of the military's 
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elite Counter RevolutIonary Warfare Unit (CRWU) led 
by George Speighl. a cIvilian, stormed parliament, and 
took Prime Minister Mahendra Chaudhry, his son and 
most government members of parliament hostage; the 
hostages were held for up to 56 days. The rebels 
declared the 1997 Constitution abrogated and 
�appointed� a president and government that ensured 
indigenous supremacy, The 1997 ConstItutIon had 
removed previous guarantees. imposed after two 
mllllary coups in 1987, of political dominance by 
Indigenous Fijians 

President Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara declared a state of 
emergency after coup supporters rioted, looted and 
burned down shops and houses, the maJonty belonging 
to Indo-Fijians, Police allowed hundreds of coup 
supporters and the media to freely enter and leave the 
parliamentary complex. Coup leaders incited racist 
attacks agaInst lndo-Fijians which masked indigenous 
power struggles behind the coup, Mobs terrorized 
towns and vil lages. took scores of people hostage, 
killed an unarmed policeman, shot several army 
officers and a cameraman, and ransacked a television 
station. Following threats against his hfe. PreSident 
Mara dismIssed the government and fled the capital on 
29 May The military commander, Commodore Voreqe 
Baimmarama, took power, declared marual law and 
published emergency decrees, drafted by the Chief 
Justice. to replace the Constltuuon and abolish the 
Supreme Court. A decree on fundamental rights and 
freedoms largely preserved FiJI's Bill of Rights but 
al lowed for racial discrimination. Military leaders and 
the ethniC Fijian Great Council of Chiefs negotiated with 
the rebels on the release of the hostages, the condItions 
for an amnesty and the composillon of a new 
administration. 

After all hostages were released in July. the military 
regime arranged the appointment of Laisema Qarase as 
interim Pnme Minister who formed a Civilian, 
predominantly Indigenous Fijian, administration. He 
appointed a committee to review the 1997 Conslltution 
with the aim of replacing it with one that guarantees 
political supremacy and economic advancement for 
indigenous Fijians. Coup supporters welcomed the 
moves as errectively Implementing their objectives 

In November, eight soldiers died and dozens were 
injured during an attempted mutiny by CRWU members 
suspected of seeking to remove the military commander 
and to free coup leaders not released on bail 

In November the High Court upheld the 1997 
Constitution, rejected the dilution of human rights in 
decrees and declared that Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara 
remained PreSident and should appoint a Prime 
Minister. An appeal against the ruling by the interim 
administration was pending at the end of the year 

Hostage crisis 
Indo-Fijian and Indigenous Fijian cabmet members held 
hostage by the rebels were detained In separate 
buildings within the parliamentary complex Coup 
supporters beat the Prime Minister and his son, and 
there were reports that hostages were temporarily 
denied food and medical attention. George Spelght 
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publicly threatened tokill the Prime Mmister After the 
release of all hostages In July, the hostage-takers failed 
to comply wIth agreed condllions for an amnesty by not 
handing 10 all their weapons. Following further violence 
by coup supporters, the army and police arrested some 
400 of them, a number of whom were ill-treated in 
custody. A majority were Imtially charged with mlOor 
offences and later released from detention. Many 
suspected coup leaders were later charged with treason 
and other serious cnmes but most were conditionally 
released oWing to insufficient evidence. Eight remained 
in detention awamng trial at the end oflhe year. At least 
1,500 ethniC Fijians were arrested for minor offences. 
and some reportedly retaliated against their lndo-Fijian 
VIctims after being released on bail 

Abuses against Indo-Fijians 
Duringand after the hostage crisis. hundreds of Indo­
Fijian homes and businesses were burned down or 
looted. In some rural areas, coup supporters terrorized 
Indo-Fljian farmers and robbed them of crops, cattle 
and valuables, often 10 order to feed the hostage­
takers. There were reports of police compliCity 10 some 
attacks and of widespread beatings, rapes and hostage­
taking by Indigenous Fijians. The authontles 
subsequently failed to cooperate wIth the new Fiji 
Human Rights Commission which lOvesugated more 
than 120 complaints received followlOg the coup 
attempt 

At least 1.000 Indo-Fijians were internally displaced 
or made homeless as a result of the vIolence and 
thousands were forced to leave leased properties. Up 
to 350 found shelter in the town of Lautoka, where the 
non-governmental Fiji Human Rights Group orgamzed 
a refuge. Members of the group and other human rights 
activists became the target of political intimidation and 
cnmlnal InvestIgations by police on suspicion of 
threatening national secunty 

By November. all indigenous Fijians arrested for 
violence agamst Indo-Fijians had been released. By the 
end of the year, no one was known to have been 
convicted of any coup-related human rights vlolauons 

Torture/ Ill-treatment by the security forces 
There were reports that many of those arrested dunng 
operations against suspected rebels were severely 
beaten and bore viSible Injuries when they appeared in 
court. The Interim Minister of Home Affairs stated that 
alleged brutality by members of the security forces 
agamst coup supporters would be investigated and 
disciplinary action taken. No such mvestigatlon was 
known to have taken place by the end of the year. In 
November, soldiers beat up to 39 CRWU members 
during arrest for their suspected Involvement In an 
attempted mutmy and denied them vIsits by family 
members for at least a week They faced military 
tribunals In 2001 on charges which carry the death 
penalty. 

Possible extrajudicial executions 
Duringan attempted mutmy at the Queen Elizabeth 
Barracks 10 thecapltal in November, members of the 
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CRWU who had recently been released from military 
custody took other soldiers hostage and reportedly killed 
three soldiers. Armed forces loyal to the government 
launched a counter-attack to free hostages and regained 
control orthe barracks. Up to five CRWU soldiers 
arrested after the mutiny were reportedly beaten to 
death by members of the armed forces_ On the night of 
their arrest, two of the dead CRWU officers were seen 
uninjured In custody at a police station before they were 
driven away by regular troops. The findings of autopsies 
on the two soldIers were not made public. 

An escaped convict who had engaged in rebel 
activities was killed by members of the army In 
November. 

Freedom of expression 
Felix Anthony, Secretary of the Fiji Trade Umons 
Congress. and other trade unionists were reportedly 
subjected to repeated short-term arrests and 
harassment. Fiji Broadcasting Commission staff were 
detained by the military and questioned for several 
hours about the source of a news Item they had 
broadcast 

AI country reports 
• Fiji: Human nghts under the Interim Military 

Government (AI Index: ASA 18/004/2000) 
• Fiji: Human rights at risk (AI Index: ASA 

1 8/009/2000) 
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REPUBLlCOF FINLAND 
Head ofstate: TarJa Halonen 
Head of government: Paavo Upponen 
Capital: Helsinki 
Population: 5.1 million 
Official languages: Finnish, Swedish 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all trlmes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children In armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome 
Statute of the International Criminal Court 

Sixteen conscientious objectors were adopted as 
prisoners of conscience. A draft bill to amend the Non­
Military Service Act failed to address concerns about 
the punitive length of alternative civilian service. The 
gOllemment's follow-up response to the report of the 
European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
(ECP1) on its visit to Finland in June 1998 was 
published in September. 
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Conscientious objectors 
During the year AI  adopted J6 conscientious objectors 
as prisoners of conscience. Because of the punulve 
length of alternative civilian servlce- more than 50 
percent of recruits serve IBo days of military service 
while all conscientiOUS objectors have to perform 395 
days of alternative civilian service- AI regards 
conscientious objectors In Finland as prisoners of 
conscience. 

A review of the alternative civilian service initiated 
by the government, published in December 1999, 
proposed that alternative Civilian service be reduced to 
330 days. However, in October the Minister of labour 
confirmed that, despite his department's proposal, the 
government would put forward a bill proposing a 
reduction in the length of alternative civilian service to 
361 days. In December, Parliament rejected the 
government's proposal to reduce the length of 
alternative civilian service. 

Ill-treatment 
The government published a follow-up report to its 
response of November 1999 to the fmdings of the ECPT 
on nsvislt to Finland mJune 199B. ln the follow-up 
report the government stated that the term of the 
workmg group set up to study the detention of people 
on the basis of the Aliens Act had been extended until 
December 2000 and that the Aliens Act needed 
amendment with regard to detention facihties. In 
response to the ECPT's concern about long· term 
prisoners spending most of the day in their cells, it 
reported that there had been amendments in 
accordance wnh the recommendations of the ECPT 

AI country report 
• Finland: AI adopts Finnish conSCientious objectors as 

prisoners of conscience and calls forthelr immediate 
release (AI Index: EUR 20/001/2000) 
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FRENCH REPUBLIC 
Head of state: Jacques Chirac 
Head of government: Lionel Jospin 
Capital: Paris 
Population: 59 million 
Official language: French 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: OptIonal 
Protocol to the UN Chi ldren's Convention on the 
Involvement of children in armed ,,,nfliet; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome 
Statute of the International Criminal Court 

Allegations of police brutality, notably involving 
asylum-seekers and others of non-European origin, 
persisted. Police shootings, some fatal, occurred in 
disputed circumstances. Some courts continued to 
play a part in perpetuating a situation of effective 
impunity, notably in regard to deaths in custody. 
Conditions in holding areas for asylum-seekers were 
described as inhuman and degrading.A book by a 
prison doctor reinvigorated debate about prison 
conditions. Refugees continued to be subject to a 
form of prolonged administrative detention. Two 
French generals were among others who publicly 
admitted that, during the Algerian war of 
independence, they had committed torture and 
extrajudicial executions. 

Background 
New laws affecting human rights concerns were 
approved or announced. In June Parliament approved a 
law on the �prOleCt10n of the presumption of innocence 
and rights of victims� New measures included an 
appeal structure for assize courts and legal assistance 
for detainees In the first hour of police custody ­
although not in the case of terrorism·related crimes or 
drug·trafficking offences. Video recording of police 
interrogation of minors was expected to help prevent 
brutality in police custody. However. a plan to 
mtroduce Similar safeguards for adults was postponed 
in the face of fierce police OPPosition. 

In June Parliament also approved a law creating a 
commission to oversee the workmg and 
implementation of codes of practice govermng law 
enforcement officers. 

Two commissions of mqUlry into the state of prisons 
published critical reports following the appearance of a 
book by the then chief doctor at Pans·la Sant� Prison, 
Or V�ronique Vasseur, about inhuman and degrading 
conditions at the prison. In October the Minister of 
Justice announced that she was preparing a 
comprehensive law on the penitentiary system. In 
November a law prOViding legal representation for 
prisoners dUring disciplinary hearmgs came into force. 

In December, following the "Matignon Agreemen( 
on the future status of Corsica, the Assembly of Corsica 
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approved a draft law aimed at  transferrmga range of 
regulatory and legislative powers to the Island. 

Acts of violence were atlributed to Breton, Basque 
and Corsican nationalist groups and there was political 
unrest and riollng in the overseas department of 
French Guiana. In September and October the 
representatives of 18 independence and autonomist 
movements from metropolitan France and from the 
overseas departments and territories met 10 Paris to 
diSCUSS jomt steps towards self·determmatlon, 

Pressure grew on the Paris police authontles to grant 
access to its archives on the October 1961 massacre by 
police officers of Algenans at a peaceful demonstration 
In Paris during the Algerian war of independence 
(1954.1962). There was still disagreement about the 
number of demonstrators who had been killed and 
figures vaned between 32 and 200. InJune the 
newspaper Le Mondepublished testimony by Louisette 
Ighilahriz. She was a member of the Algerian National 
liberation Front (FLN) who had been tortured by 
French parachutists in 1957, Her testimony eliCited 
regret about tOrture from General Jacques Massu 

In October, 12 public figures appealed to the 
authorities to acknowledge and condemn torture 
committed dUring the war. Generals Massu and Paul 
Aussaresses both admitted their direct involvement In 
torture and extrajudicial executions. Torture- which 
had also been committed by French police before the 
outbreak of war-included admmlstration of severe 
electric shocks, suspension by the arms and legs and 
use of the �balgnoireTbathtub�). ln November AI 
called for those responsible forcnmes against 
humanity dUring the Algerian war of independence to 
be brought to Justice. AI stated that the lack of political 
Will by successive governments to confront thiS issue 
had helped to present torture. summary executIons and 
�disappearances� as a �necessary evil" 

Police shootings 
A disturbing pattern of use of excessive and sometimes 
lethal force continued. Such incidents have often 
occurred dunng police investigations of car thefts in 
the urban conglomerations and depressed suburbs 
where many young people of North African origm live. 
In April and September rioting broke out respectively in 
southern Lllle and m twO areas ofSeine·et-Marne after 
two such kill ings. 
a Three nightsof riotmg followed the killing in Ulle in 
Apnl of Ri ad Hamlaoui, a French resident of Algerian 
origin, Riad Hamlaoui, the passenger in a reportedly 
stolen car, was shot dead by a police officer. The bullet 
was fired at close range, piercing his neck. Both he and 
the driver were unarmed. The dnver had got out of the 
car but Riad Hamlaoui. still Inside, was said to have made 
a "sudden movement" which, combmed with the 
darkness of the night and condensation on the Windows, 
had caused the officer to fear for his life, The officer was 
detained for investigation in connection with a charge of 
Mvoluntary homicide�, Two reconstructions took place 
and In July the officer was provisionally released, 
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I ll-treatment in police custody 
Police brutality was widely reported_ Most allegations 
were of beallngs with truncheons or fists. VictIms 
included asylum·seekers of African and Cuban ongln 
and several women of non-European origin resIdent In 
France who alleged that they had been phYSically 
assaulted and racially abused 

A number of allegations related to ill-treatment and 
harassment by police at the Ibis Hotel and other 
holding areas at ROlssy-Charles de Gaulle Airport_ In 
February AI brought some of these allegations to the 
attentIon of the Minister of the In tenor and expressed 
concern that the tense Slluauon there, created by poor 
and inadequate facilities, could help to fuel 
confrontatIon between asylum-seekers and police 
offlcers_ No response was received 

In September magistrates In Seme-Samt-Dems 
alleged that police had ill-treated mmors suspected of 
delinquency m several mCldents over the last few 
years. Including one in which a mmor was subjected to 
ftRusslan roulet1e� and another in which five black 
children were used as ·punchbags� 

Shekuna Sumanu. from Sierra Leone. was among a 
group of Sierra Leonean nationals who claimed that 
they had been ill-treated and raCially Insulted by 
drunken police officers at the IbiS Hotel at Roissy­
Charles de Gaulle Airport on the night of New Year's Eve 
when they emerged Into a cOrridor to pray and slngas 
part of their religiOUS rituals. Shekuna Sumanu was 
reportedly beaten across hiS thighs with a truncheon 
and required medical treatment. 
� Cornelie ChappUls. of Congolese (Zalrian) ongin. 

claimed that In January she was ill-treated by police 
officers from Roubalx (Nord). who removed her from 
her house dunnga dispute with her husband and held 
her overnight at Roubaix police station. In tranSit to the 
stallon Cornelie Chappuis was reportedly handcuffed, 
thrown to the police van floor. pulled by the hair and 
told that if she did not stop protesting she would meet 
the same faleas SemlTa Adamu. a Nigerian national 
who died In 1998 durmg deportation by Belgian 
gendarmes. Later Cornelie ChappUls was reportedly 
forced to stnp while officers made lewd remarks. one 
referring to her as a ·nlgger� Her family doctor 
subsequently recorded mJunes on her body which had 
not been recorded m a me(hcal report of the prevIous 
even 109. Cornelle ChappUls was not charged 

'Islamist network' trials 
In May Isabelle Coutant-Peyre. one of the lawyers who. 
during the '998 'Chalab,' trial, had defended alleged 
members of support networks for Algenan armed 
opposition groups, was fmed by a Pans court for 
defaming the national police. She had publicly 
described mass arrests precedmg the tnal in 1994 and 
1995aS "raids worthy of the methods of the Gestapo and 
Militia, at all hours of the day and night, against whole 
families, Including children. " The court concluded that 
she had Impugned the honour of the police. 

The methods of France's speclahzed "antHerrorism" 
invesugatlngJudges and of the 14th section of the Pans 
prosecution service continued to be broughl lnto 
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queStion by a number of court decisions, parucularly 
with regard to the abUSive use of provISional detention 
and to a calch-all conspiracy charge, "crimmal 
aSSOCiation with a terronSt enterpnse� 
a The appeal of JJ 'Chalab" defendants who had 
been convicted in 1999 was heard In January. In March 
the Pans appeal court found four of them not gUilty 
This brought the number acquitted of the conspiracy 
charge to SS out of 1]8. Proceedings against another 35 
had been dropped before the opening of the trial. In 
1998 AI had cntlclzed the emire JudiCial proceedings for 
falling short of international faIT trial standards on a 
number of grounds. In November a compensation 
commission awarded to 20 of those acquitted a total 
sum of almost two million francs. on accoum of the 
long penods they had spent in proviSional detenl1on. 
a In December the Correcllonal Court of Pans 
acquitted 16 out of 24 suspected members of another 
ftlslamls( network of the charge ofwcrimlnal 
aSSOCiation with a terrorist enterprise" They were 
accused of prepanngattacks during the 1998 World 
Cup. 

Administrative detention 
Several refugees, asylum-seekers and former pnsoners 
(who had completed sentences served in France in 
connection With the above-mentioned conspiracy 
charge) were held under a form of admimstrative 
detention (assIgnation a residence) Instead of being 
expelled, This form of detention restricts the detamee's 
movements to a specific and extremely limited 
geographical area. They had no recourse to a court of 
law to contest the detention order. They included 
North Africans and Basques. 
a In February AI renewed its appeal to the MiniSter of 
the Intenor, first made in 1998, 10 review the case of 
TuniSian refugee Salah Ben Hedi Hassen Karker, who 
had been subjected 10 such administrallve detention. 
far from his wife and child, for more than SIX years. AI 
reiterated that Salah Karker had never been given an 
effective opportunity to contest either the expulsion or 
administrative detention orders against him and 
conSidered It ftintolerable to hold Salah Karker 
indefmnely under such a form of confinement". No 
response was received. 

Impunity 
The effective impunity granted by some courts to police 
officers or gendarmes, notably with regard to deaths in 
custody, contmued to cause concern. 
a In January the Court of Cassation annulled an 
appeal court verdict against a gendarme who. m 1993. 
had shot dead Franck Moret when he tried to escape a 
road checkpoint. The court refused the family leave to 
appeal. In July 1998 the Court of Appeal of Grenoble 
(lsere) had sentenced the gendarme 10 a suspended 
IS-month prison term, finding that, although the 
gendarme was entitled to fire to stop the car, the fatal 
shot had been fired in a wparucularly imprudent and 
clumsy way". AI has expressed concern over the 
continuing application of a decree law which grants 
particular latitude to the gendarmerie with regard 10 
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the use of firearms. This concern was shared by the UN 
Human Rights Committee and by the UN Committee 
agalOst Torture. 
a In July, two Anti-Crime Brigade (SAC) officers were 
sentenced by Ihe Correctional Court o( lille to a 
nominal suspended seven-month prison term (or 
�involuntary homiCide- In connection With the death in 
custody ofZairian-born Sydney Manoka Nzeza. Three 
other officers were acquilted of falling to provide help. 
The family's lawyer stated that an appeal would be 
lodged against the light sentences. In 1998 Sydney 
Manoka Nzeza was apprehended by a number of police 
officers dunngan argument with a car dnver. He was 
pinned to the ground and held under restraint. 
shackled by his arms and feet and taken to the police 
statIon, where he died. An autopsy established that 
death was caused by thoraCIC compression. 
a In October a Judge ordered that a charge of 
�voluntary and involuntary homicide� against police 
orncers involved in the death of Mohamed All Saoud be 
dropped. In the course of a Violent struggle In 1998, 
Mohamed Ali Saoud, who was suffering from a mental 
disability and needed urgent medical attention. was 
shot With rubber bullets and allegedly repeatedly 
beaten before and while being held under heavy 
restraint. The judge concluded that the officers had 
found themselves in a dangerous situation and had nOI 
acted Criminally. An appeal was lodged against the 
deciSion. 

AI country reports and visits 
Report 
• Concerns In Europe. January-June 2000: France (AI 

Index: EUR 01 1003/00) 
Visits 
An AI delegate viSited France In March and April to 
gather information. 
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REPUBLIC OFTHE GAMBIA 
Head of state and government: Yahya Jammeh 
Capital: BanJul 
Population: 1.2 mil l ion 
Official language: EnglISh 
Death penalty: abolitionist in practice 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict 

CAM 

At least 14 people were killed and dozens injured in 
April when security forces used excessive and 
indiscriminate force to break up student 
demonstrations. Members of the opposition faced 
harassment and arrest Civilians and soldiers 
suspected of plotting against the government were 
arrested and held incommunicado for long periods 
without charge ortr;al. Arbitrary detentions, ill­
treatment a nd torture by the security forces were 
frequently reported. 

Background 
Political tension remained high throughout 2000. The 
government claimed to have fOiled two coup plots in 
January and In June. Harassment and repression of 
political opponents continued unabated. In July 
PreSident Jammeh was reported to have stated publicly 
that �anyone bent on disturbing the peace and stabihty 
of the nation would be bUried six feet deep� 

In December, the UN Panel of Experts investigating 
the trade in arms and diamonds in Sierra Leone 
identified Gambia as a transit country for connict 
diamonds from SIerra Leone and called for an 
Immediate embargo �on trade in all so-called Gambian 
diamonds-. The Gamblan authontles. accused by the 
UN experts of not cooperating with the investigation. 
reportedly denied any lack of cooperation and any 
involvement 10 diamond trafficking. 

Excessive and indiscriminate use offorce 
On loand 11 April. at least 14 people were killed and 
dozens Injured, some severely. when security forces 
used excessive and indiscriminate force to break up 
demonstrattons. Several of the dead were less than 18 
years old. The unauthOrized demonstrations were 
organized by the Gamblan Students Union in BanJul. 
Brikama and other towns. They were called In protest at 
two incidents in March: the death. allegedly after 
torture. of a student. Ebrima Barry. and the rape of a 13-
year-old schoolgirl. BlOta Manneh. by a police officer. 
The demonstration In BanJul on 10 April became violent 
after the secunty forces tried to disperse crowds. 
including by uSing tear gas, batons and rubber bullets. 
It appeared that some demonstrators threw stones at 
security forces. burned tyres and set fire to buildings. 
including fire stations and police stations. The security 
forces reportedly fired into the crowd and autopsies 
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apparently confirmed that live ammUnluon was used 
Omar Barrow, aJoumahsl and Gambia Red Cross 
volunteer. wearing Red Cross insigma, was among 
those killed as he went to help Injured demonstrators 

Neither the fmdmgs of a Commission of Inquiry 
subsequently set up by the government nor those of the 
inquiry carned out by the Coroner were made public by 
the end of 2000. In September, the Chair of the 
Commission of Inquiry was reported to have publicly 
acknowledged that security force officers were found 
to be largely responsible for the deaths and injuries of 
the students 

Torture/ .II-treatment 
Torture and Ill-treatment were frequently reported 
Many of the students arrested dunngand after the mld­
Apnl demonstrations were tortured and Ill-treated In 
custody by members of the securllY forces, mcludlng 
the Nauonal lntelltgence Agency 
f"l On 9 March, Ebrtma Barry, a 19-year-old student, 
died m hospital all�edly after torture by Brtkama FIre 
ServIce personnel. Officers suspected of responsibIlity 
for his death were arrested. Their trtal had not 
concluded by the end of 2000 

The practice of female gent tal mutllatton reportedly 
remaIned widespread, especially in rural areas 

Arrests of opponents 
On 18 June, Ousamou Darboe, Secretary General of the 
opposition United Democratic Party WOP), was 
arrested with scores of UDP members in the Basse 
region, east of BanJul, while campaigning for local 
elections. He was released on ball after bemg charged 
together with 24 others, Includmg members of the 
National Assembly, With the murder of a supporter of 
the ruling Alliance for Patrtotlc Reortentation and 
Construction (APRC). Ousamou Oarboe's arrest 
followed what appeared to be an ambush of his convoy 
by members of a pro-government militia, the �22July 
Movement-. Although offiCially disbanded in 1999, the 
mlhua reportedly continued to operate 

At the end of 2000 the murder charges were dropped 
against all but five people, Includmg Ousamou Darboe 
and other prommem UDP members. It appeared that 
thiS prosecution was Intended to silence the UOP and 
prevent Ousamou Oarboe from standmg In preSidential 
elections in 2001, as no credible evidence was reported 
to have emerged against the five, On IB July, the 
European Union urged the Gambian authorities to 
respect fully the Independence of the courts in the 
proceedmgs against Ousainou Darboe and members of 
his party. 

Unlawful detention of suspected plotters 
CIVilians and members of the military arrested In 
January and In June on suspiCion of plotllnga coup 
were held Incommunicado for long periods without 
being charged 

Lieutenant landing Sanneh was arrested In January 
on suspicion of plonlng to overthrow the government 
He was held incommunicado for several months and 
charged InJune with treason. It appeared that at least 
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one of his confesSions was obtained after a death 
threat. landing Sanneh was detained at State Cemral 
Prtson (Mile It) awaiting trial before the High Court 
However, In early December the authorttles announced 
that he would be trted by the Court Marllal 
Cj Momodou Ousman Saho and five others 
Lieutenant Lato Jalteh, lieutenam Omar Darbo, Ebrima 
Barrow, Momodou Marena and Ebrtma Yarbo- were 
arrested at the end of June and held Incommunicado for 
more than four momhs. For at least three weeks the 
authorities denied to their families that they were being 
detained. The six were charged in mid-July by a 
magistrates' court which did not haveJunsdiction to 
hear the case. Their lawyers were not present in court. 
Three others were charged In absentia. At the end of 
2000, the six were being held at Mile I1 pnson. where 
detention conditions were reportedly harsh 

Intimidation of journalists 
Journalists continued to face arbitrary detentions and 
threats of Violence by the secuTlty forces. Decrees 70 
and 71, which unduly restrict freedom of expression, 
remained In force. Proposed legislation on the National 
Media CommiSSion, which would have Imposed further 
restriCtions on the news media, was not passed by the 
National Assembly dunng 2000, 
a InJuly. Baba GallehJallow and Alhagie Mbyeofthe 
Independent were arrested, brleny detained and 
released on ball after betOg charged with libel for 
reporting on a prison hunger strike. 

Death penalty 
Appeals against death sentences passed by the High 
Court for treason had not been decided by the end of 
2000. They related 10 four political pTlsoners 
sentenced to death in 1997 after an armed attack on 
Farafenm military camp In 1996, and 10 three others 
sentenced In 1999 after an armed attack on Kartong 
military post to 1997. 

AI country report 
• Gamb.a Fourteen people killed and at least 28 Injured 

(AI Index; AFR 27 /001 120001 
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GEORGIA 
Head of state and government: Eduard Shevardnadze 
Capital: Tb,l", 
Population:4.g million 
Official language: Georgian 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Protocol NO. 6 to 
the European Convention on Human Rights concerning 
the abolition of the death penalty 

Reports of torture and ill-treatment in custody 
continued in 2000. Among the victims were children 
and members of non-traditional religious groups. At 
least one man was reported to have died in custody 
as a result of police ill-treatment In the disputed 
region of Abkhazia, at least one man was sentenced 
to death; no executions were reported. Ethnic 
Georgians displaced by the conflict continued to face 
obstacles to their return. 

Background 
President Eduard Shevardnadze won a second term of 
office in elections held in Apnl. Also in April. 
parlIament adopted a program of national 
reconciliation aimed at healing divisions dating back to 
the armed ousting of former President Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia in 1992. Scores of his Impnsoned 
supporters were subsequently pardoned and released 
In july parliament apPOinted Nana Devdanam as the 
second Public Defender (Ombudsperson) of Georgia. a 
post that had been vacant since the prevIous 
September. Rising concern at widespread corruption 
led the authorities to set up a special commiSSion to 
combat the practice. There was little progress In talks 
aimed at regulating the status of the disputed regions of 
Abkhazla and South Ossetla. which remained outSide 
the control of the Georgian authorities 

AS in previOUS years there were persistent allegations 
of torture and ill-treatment by law enforcement 
officials, and reports that many offiCial investigations 
instigated in such cases were not pursued impartially 
and with vigour. 

There were also continuing complaints that offiCials 
obstructed access to defence lawyers and to an 
independent forensic medical expert seeking to 
examine pnsoners who had made allegations of 
torture. This expert reported in September that she had 
been routinely denied permiSSIon to ViSit prisoners 
while they were held in police custody. When access 
was granted, after a pnsoner had been transferred to a 
remand faCIlity under the control of the Mimstry of 
justice. It was often weeks after the Imtial a llegations 
had been made and correspondingly much more 
difficult to determine the nature and cause of any 
Injury sustained 
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Elene Tevdoradze. the chairwoman of the 
parliamentary Human Rights Committee. was among 
those who reported extremely poor prIson conditions, 
IncludIng cases In which offiCials attempted to extort 
bnbes before transferring a Sick pnsoner to 
appropnate medical facdlues. 
=j An I I-year-old boy was reportedly beaten while 
kept for three days in aJuvemle holding faCilIty. Sergey 
(nol hiS real name) was detained by police In Tblllsl on 
18 August while trying to sell a sheet of aluminium, and 
taken to the city's faCility for holdingjuveniles while 
offiCials trace their parents or guardians. He reported 
that one of his teeth was knocked out during a beaung 
by officials on the second day of his stay there. and that 
he saw other children. boys and girls, also being ill­
treated, including by bemg punched around the head 
and shoulders and hit With a bunch of keys. It IS also 
alleged that Sergey's parents more than once rang the 
local police station after thelrson faded to return home 
the first day, but that the police faded to reveal hiS 
location In the hopes of extortmga bnbe from the 
family Sergey was released the evening of hiS third day 
in detention after hiS parents and neighbours held a 
protest demonstration. 

Jehovah's Witness communities around the 
country were subjected to a number of attacks 
throughout the year by supporters of an unfrocked 
Georgian Orthodox pnest, Father BaSil Mkalavishvill, 
Violently opposed to non-traditional religions. In most 
cases the attackers were said to have been al lowed to 
act with Impunity by the police, and in at least one 
instance police officers were alleged to have jOined In 
the assault. 

On 16 September a number of buses carrying 
Jehovah's Witnesses were reportedly stoned and 
passengers assaulted outSide of the town of Marnuell 
The Jehovah's Witnesses had planned to hold a 
convention there that day. However. police at 
roadblocks set up that morning were said to have 
turned back al l  vehicles carrymgjehovah's Witnesses. 
while givIng free passage and a police escort to 
busloads of Father Mkalavlshvlli's supporters. In the 
light of thiS, the convention was cancelled, and 
delegates on buses were told to return home. At one 
roadblock. however, some buses returning to Tblllsl 
were reportedly attacked by a stone-thrOWing crowd 
Windows were broken. and one woman passenger was 
said to have been struck on the head by a rock.. 
According to the Jehovah's Witnesses, Orthodox 
supporters also stopped another bus, dra�ed out three 
male passengers and beat them. The attackers also 
entered the bus, shouted Insults, and robbed 
passengers. Police at the scene were said to have 
supported and participated in the beatings. and also to 
have joined In the looting and destruction of the site of 
the cancelled convenllon 
Death in custody 
As in previous years, there were allegations that torture 
In police custody led to the death of a detainee. 
eJ Mamuka Rllhamadze was detained by police on 24 
May in Tkibull, and transferred the following day to 
preliminary detention faCilities in Kutalsl. On }1 Mav he 
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was found hanged I n  hIS cell bya noose made from a 
blanket. A post-mortem carned out by the state 
forensic service concluded that he had committed 
suicide. However, an independent forensIc expert 
carried out a second post-mortem at the request of the 
family on sJune. She found two wounds to Mamuka 
Rizhamadze's head, inflicted In heropinlon while he 
was still alive and caused by a blunt heavy object. She 
concluded that these mjuries were the cause of death. 
Investigation of the skin on Mamuka Rizhamadze's neck 
also mdlcated to her that he was dead before the noose 
was applied It was not known whether any 
IOvestlgation had been initiated intO the death 
following the post-mortem 
a Criminal proceedings began against a traffic police 
officer in connectIon with the 1999 death of Davl1 
Vashaqmadze. Davit Vashaqmadze had been slopped by 
omcers in November 1999 In Tbihsi and reponedly 
beaten so severely by them that he died In hospital two 
days later In July the officer was convicted of�exceedlng 
his authority-and sentenced to two years' impnsonment. 

Abkhazia 
The situation in Abkhazla remained relatively calm 
although unstable, especially In the southern district of 
Gali. Widespread, organized crime along the cease-fire 
line and the lack of effective law enforcement on both 
sides were major contnbutors to the poor security 
situation, hampering the return of refugees and 
displaced people. In November the UN Security Council 
called on both sides to take concrete steps to guarantee 
the security of those wishing to return, and to address 
urgently the undefined and insecure status of those 
who had returned spontaneously. 

During the year the UN Human Rights Office in 
Abkhazia reported that it had raised cases of human 
rights violations with the de facto authorities, Including 
Incidents of harassment on ethmc and gender grounds. 
and the monitoring of places of detention 
Prisoners of conscience 
According to reporls at least two men were imprisoned 
for refusing on religious grounds to perform 
compulsory military service. No civihan alternatives to 
military service were available durmg 2000. although a 
draft law providing for such alternative service was 
reportedly under conSideration by the Abkhaz 
authorities. 
a In October. 18-year-old Elgudzha Tsulaya was 
sentenced to four years' imprisonment by the Military 
Court. He had been charged with deseruon, reportedly 
in connection with the steps he had taken earlier in the 
year to avoid forcible conscription on the grounds that 
military service was Incompatible with his religious 
beliefs. His appeal was turned down by the Supreme 
Court In November 
Zurab Achba 
Zurab Achba. a legal assistant to the UN Human Rights 
Orflce in Abkhazla, a human nghts defender and a 
leading oPPOsition figure, was shot and kJlled in 
Sukhuml In August Despite assurances from the Abkhaz 
authoruies, the UN was not kept informed of 
developments In the investigation IntO the kill ing. 
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Death penalty 
In October the Abkhaz Supreme Court sentenced Albert 
Tarba to death for the 1995 murder of Abkhaz Deputy 
Prime Minister Yury Voronov. Press reports stated that 
Albert Tarba, who had been In hiding. had been seized 
in March In the KrasnodarTerritory of Russia, but It was 
not clear by whom or through which channels he had 
been transferred to Abkhazia. A second man, Sayed 
Itslayev. from the Chechen Republic m the Russian 
Federation, had been sentenced to death In Abkhazla in 
1997 for his role in the murder 

At least 15death sentences were believed to have 
been passed in Abkhazla since It declared inde­
pendence; no Judicial executions had been reported 

AI country report and visit 
Reports 
• Georgia: Continuing allegations of tortu re and ill· 

treatment (AI Index: EUR 56/001/2000) 
Visit 
AI delegates visited Georgia In September and met 
various officials. 

GERMANY 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
Head of state: Johannes Rau 
Head of government: Gerhard Schroder 
Capital: Berlin 
Population: 82.2 million 
Official language: German 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
Involvement of children in armed conflict; Rome Statute 
of the International Criminal Court 

There were reports of police i ll-treatment of 
detainees, and of abusive use of restraints. A 
mentally disabled man was shot dead by police. No 
criminal proceedings were taken against police 
officers who shot dead a man in controversial 
circumstances in 1999. An asylum-seekercommitted 
suicide at Frankfurt-am-Main airport. where 
conditions of detention had previously been criticized 
by the European Committee for the Prevention of 
Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatmentor 
Punishment No developments were reported in the 
investigation of the death of Aamir Ageeb in May 
1999 during his forced deportation. 

Allegations of police ill-treatment 
There were continued allegations of ill-treatment of 
detainees by pollce officers. Complainants reported 
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thal lhey were subJected to repeated kicks, punches 
and blows from the knee. In some instances non­
Caucasian and foreign nationals alleged they were 
abused with racist language, It sometimes took an 
unduly long time to bring offending police officers to 
juStiCe 
Cl Three police officers In Cologne were suspended 
from duty for allegedly attacking a taxI driver of 
TUniSian origin in the early hours of 21 September 
According to reports, the three police officers, who 
were off-duty and intoxicated at the time of the 
incident, physically assaulted the 4B-year-old taxi 
driver after he refused to transport them and their two 
companions. He was reportedly knocked to the ground 
and repeatedly kicked and punched, resulting in 
bruising to hiS head and chest. EyeWitnesses stated that 
before the attack one of the police officers verbally 
abused the taxI driver with racist language. 
a On 16 February a court in Frankfurt found two 
police officers guilty of iII-treattng a detainee, referred 
to as C, more than three years earlier. C was physically 
Ill-treated by police orficers at Frankfurt's main railway 
station dUring the night of 3 November 1996. The Court 
sentenced the two police officers to conditional prison 
sentences of SIX months and fines 
Restraint techniques 
a A 20-year-old pregnant woman, Originally from 
Togo, was arrested in June after she reportedly refused 
to leave a babycare shop In the town of Geldern in 
North Rhine-Westphalia, The woman and her husband 
alleged that during the arrest she was rolled onto her 
front although she was obviously pregnant. and she 
was subsequently handcuffed. The detainee, who had 
to undergo a gynaecological examination at SI 
Clemens hospital in Geldern to ensure that her unborn 
baby had not been Injured, stated that police officers 
refused to remove her handcuffs. A gynaecologist at the 
hospital reportedly initially refused to examine her 
because she was in handcuffs. Al called for a prompt 
and lmpartial lnvestigauon Into the allegations and 
asked 10 be informed why police officers refused to 
remove the handcuffs of the pregnant woman when she 
required medical treatment and a gynaecological 
examination. 
a Thomas Muller, a 56-year-old man, who was being 
held in pre-trlal detention for alleged fraud in Koblenz, 
was shackled to a hospital bed for three days, 
reportedly on grounds of security, while undergOing 
medical treatment at Kemperhof hospllal ln Koblenz In 
late June. An additional chain was reportedly linked 
around the shackles and attached to the hospital bed. 
In addition to the shackles and the chain, two prison 
officials were present In the hospital room. AI urged the 
authorllles to review current practices regarding the 
prolonged shackling of detainees in hospital In order to 
ensure that the treatment of detainees does not 
constitute or lead to cruel. inhuman or degrading 
treatment, 

Police shootings 
a A 28-year-old mentally disabled man of 
Vietnamese origin, referred to as Mr B. In the German 
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media, who was In possession of a plastic toy gun, was 
shot dead by two police officers on 20 September in a 
wooded area near the town of Ulm. The man, who was a 
long-term resident of a home for the mentally disabled, 
had been reported missing earher In the afternoon, The 
two police officers, who had been called to the area 
after receivmg a report of a man roammg through the 
woods with a gun, reportedly shot at the man 21 times, 
hitting him eight times. AI expressed concern that the 
police officers appeared to have used little restraint in 
dlschargmg their firearms in apprehending a suspect 
who had not returned fire. 
a AI received a response from the MlOistry of the 
Interior ofThurlngla in March about the controversial 
fatal shooting of a 62-year-old man from Cologne In a 
hotel in Heldrungen in Thuringla mJune 1999 by [WO 
plainclothes police officers. The letter stated that 
Criminal proceedings against the police officers for 
manslaughter through culpable n�ligence had been 
terminated by the mvesugaung state prosecutor on the 
basis that the officers had not acted in a culpable 
manner. The Widow of the deceased reportedly lodged 
an appeal. 

Death during forced deportation 
By the end of 2000, there were no developments 
reported in the investigation into the death of 30-year­
old Aamir Ageeb, a Sudanese national who died in late 
May 1999 during his forced deportation from Frankfurt­
am-Matn airport to Khartoum via Cairo, Egypt. AI had 
origmally expressed concern that the federal border 
police may have contributed to his death by usmg 
restraint techmques which Impeded breathing 

Conditions of detention 
An Algerian asylum-seeker committed suicide in the 
transit area holdmg faCility of Frankfurt-a m-Main 
airport on 6 May. The conditions of detention at 
Frankfurt-am-Main airport had previously been 
criticized in a report published in May 1999 by the 
European Committee for the Prevention ofTorture and 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
(ECPT), which had visited the airport in May 199B. AI 
expressed concern that the conditions of detenllon at 
the airport, and the prolonged periods for which 
certain asylum-seekers were held there, might 
adversely affect both their physical and mental health. 
AI called on the German authOrities, following the 
recommendations of the ECPT report of 1999, to 
improve conditions and to reconSider the practice of 
detamlng asylum-seekers in the tranSit area holdmg 
facility for prolonged periods. 

AI country reports 
• Concerns in Europe, January - June 2000: Germany 

(AI Index: EUR 01 1003/2000) 
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G H AN A  

REPUBLIC OF GHANA 
Head of state and government: JJ. Rawlings 
capital: Acera 
Population: 20.2 million 
Official language: EnglISh 
Death penalty: retentionlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/ signatures: International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; Optional Protocol 
to the International Covenanton Civil and Political 
Rights; International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights; UN Convention against Torture; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

Journalists and others were briefly detained or 
imprisoned for criticizing government officials or 
protesting at human rights violations. A number of 
detainees were reportedly assaulted in military 
custody. There was no progress in the trial, re·trial or 
appeal in three continuing treason cases. At least 
one death sentence was passed; no executions were 
carried out. 

Background 
The winner of presidential elections in December was 
John Kufuor, leader of the opposition New Patriotic 
Party (N?P). President J.J. Rawlings, head of state and 
government smce commg to power in a coup in 1981, 
served his second and fmal term of office as an elected 
PreSident since the return to civilian rule In 199] 

The NPP won a majority of seats 10 the National 
Assembly in general elections In December. Seven 
people were killed in clashes between party supporters 
over the conduct of the elections In the town of Bawku, 
northern Ghana The armed forces brleny closed down 
a regional radio station after an NPP candidate 
allegedly incited violence; charges were subsequently 
brought agamst him. Both government and OPPOSition 
made repeated calls for the elections to be peaceful. 

Prisoners of conscience and freedom of 
expression 
Freedom of expression continued to be inhibited m 
Ghana by the imprisonment of journalists under the 
laws on defamation and contempt of court. Individuals 
were subjected to lengthy interrogation, brief detention 
and in some cases assault for publicly raising concerns 
about human nghts violations, offendmg members of 
the government or being aSSOCiated with the oPPOsition. 
a In January Stephen Owusu, editor of the Free Press 
newspaper, was rlned and sentenced to one day's 
Imprisonment by the High Court in Accra He was found 
to be in contempt of court for publishing an article 
commenting on a civil SUit before the Court. 
eI In May John Kufuor. leaderofthe NPP. and three 
visiting Italian politiCians from the Fona Italla party 
were detamed overnight at police headquarters. The 
authorities said that they were suspected of breaching 
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Immigration regulations. The victims said they were 
arrested as they were leavmg the country, held for 15 
hours without food ordrmk, and questioned in detail 
about their activities in Ghana. The NPP said that the 
government was seeking to deter its legitimate contacts 
with foreign political leaders and businessmen 
a In November the secunty police detained two 
journalists for questioning before releasing them on 
ball. Felix Odartey·Wellington, a television presenter, 
was charged with insulting behaviour for making 
cntical remarks about the PreSident on teleVISion. Kon 
Coomson, editor·in·chief of the Ghanaian Chronicle 
newspaper, was charged with recelvmg stolen goods 
after publishing allegations that the then ruling 
National Democratic Congress party was proposing 
election fraud. 

Treason trials 
By the end of 2000 the Supreme Court, which has 
appellate junsdiction In treason cases, had not yet 
heard the appeal of four men sentenced to death in 
February 1999 following a long·runnlng treason trial. 
Sylvester Addai-Dwomoh, Kwame Alexander Of el, 
Kwame Oforl-Appiah and John Kwadwo Owusu-Boakye 
had been imprisoned SlOce their arrest In September 
1994 and convicted of plotting to overthrow the 
government. The special High Court trying the case had 
ruled admiSSible statements all�edly made under 
duress despite eVidence that the defendants and some 
soldiers who later testified for the prosecution had 
been beaten followlOg their arrest. 

The trial did not commence of alleged co-conspirator 
James William Owu who was detained In Sierra Leone in 
early 1999, taken to Ghana by the Ghanaian armed 
forces without rormal extradition proceedings, and 
charged with treason. 

The retrial on treason charges of Kanm Salifu Adam, 
an NPP member imprisoned since May 1994, did not 
proceed. 

Releases of political prisoners 
Two 10ng·standlOg political prisoners were among 
more than 1,000 prisoners released under a 
presidential amnesty in April: former Captain Adjei 
Edward Ampofo, sentenced to death in 198] after being 
convicted in absentia of Involvement in an attempted 
coup in 198]; and former Sergeant Oduro Frlmpong, 
who was sentenced to death In 1985 after a trial in 
camera for involvement In an al leged coup plot in 1984. 
In 1997 their death sentences had been commuted 
under a previous clemency measure. 

Detentions and alleged assaults by the military 
Arrests and detentions were reported to have been 
carried out by the military. Some detainees were 
assaulted; others were unlawfully detained Without 
access to lawyers or recourse to the courts in places 
such as the Castle, Osu- the presidential office and 
residence in Accra - and at Military Headquarters, 
Burma Camp In Accra. In some cases, the reason ror the 
arrest was political-criticism of the mi1ltaryor 
offence to the PreSident or his family. 

Amnesty Intern.tion.1 Report 2001 



Cl In January Kabral Slay Amihere, publisher of the 
Independent newspaper. was arrested at gunpoint by 
military police late at night in his car and detained 
overnight for questionmg after his newspaper 
published an article deemed critical of the military. 
Cl In January Se lassie Q'Sulhvan-Djentuh, aged 2]. 
and two employees of his mother- Willlam Katey and 
James Narh -were seized by armed men. Because of 
prevIOus threats by members of the presidential guard, 
hiS parents sought information at the Castle which was 
refused. HiS father was detained overnight for 
questioning by the military after appealing on national 
radiO for Information about their son. The three men 
were released from detention after three days at the 
Castle. where they were reportedly assaulted and 
threatened and held in a dark and overcrowded cell in 
which there was no room to he down. Aher further 
threats, attacks in the state·controlled news media 
against the famtly, and the demolition by armed police 
of family property, Selassle O'Sull ivan·DJentuh left the 
country in fear of his life. His parents were charged 
with, and in August convicted of, assaulting a member 
of the presidential guard and offenSIve conduct. A 
Circuit Tnbunal in Accra ordered their Imprisonment 
for two weeks to await sentencmg. After widespread 
protests, the court bound them to keep the peace or 
risk reimprisonment. 
a In July Paul Poku, a US citizen of Ghanaian origin, 
was detained for two weeks at Military Headquarters, 
Burma Camp in Accra, after bemg arrested at night by 
armed soldiers. He was reportedly severely beaten and 
ill·treated, apparently in an attempt to force him to pay 
money in connection with a civil lawsuit. 
a In September military police arrested for 
questioning Sedl Bansah, a Journalist on the Crusading 
Guidenewspaper, at the instigation of a government 
minister, after the journalist telephoned the minister to 
check a report of the minister's involvement m a 
shooting incident. Shortly afterwards, unidentified 
assailants smeared the newspaper's orfices with human 
excrement, a form of harassment previously used 
against other privately owned newspapers which 
criticized the government 
a In October armed officers from the Second Infantry 
Brigade in Kumasi were alleged to have laken five girls, 
all hairdressing apprentIces, to an army barracks where 
they were assaulted and then to a police station where 
two were held overnight. The soldiers reportedly 
stripped and beat the girls' employer, Gihy Brown 
Davis, at her hairdressmg salon and drove her, naked, 
to the military barracks where she was reportedly again 
beaten before a seniorofricer The soldiers were saId to 
have been act 109 at the request of the landlady, who 
had already been served with a court order restraining 
her from harassment. 

Impunity 
The government continued not to respond to calls for 
investigations into human rights violations committed 
before and after the return IO civilian rule in 1993. The 
military continued to act with Impunity and were not 
held accountable for instances in which they reportedly 
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detained or assaulted people. I n  August the police 
denied knowledge of an unofriclal "police statJon� at 
Mihtary Headquarters, Burma Camp. where soldIers 
reportedly detamed and assaulted a number of civilians. 

DUring the electIon campaign, John Kufuor promIsed 
an Investigation into human fights violations ifhe was 
elected. 

Death penalty 
In July the High Court sentenced to death Ebenezer 
Quaynor. an armed forces ofricer, following hiS 
conviction for murder. No executions were carried out 

In August AI's Ghanaian Section and other local 
human rights groups launched an action in Accra as 
part of a worldwide campaIgn seeking a moratorium on 
the use of the death penalty as the first step towards its 
abolition in countries where executions had not been 
camed out for several years. 

AI country report 
• Ghana: Briefing on the death penalty (Al lndelC AFR 

28/001/2000) 

GREECE 

HELLENIC REPUBLIC 
Head of state: Konstandlnos Stephanopoulos 
Head of government: Konstandinos Si mitis 
Ca pita I: Athens 
Population: 10.6 million 
Offidal language: Greek 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict 

Fourteen people faced legal proceedings for 
peacefully exercising their right to freedom of 
expression or religion. Conscientious objectors who 
refused to perform alternative civilian service of 
punitive length continued to face trial. There were 
further al legations of i ll-treatment by law 
enforcement officials. Inadequate investigations 
into past human rights abuses raised serious 
concerns about impunity, 

Freedom of expression and religion 
Fourteen people faced legal proceedings for peacefully 
exercising their right to freedom of expression or 
religion. 
a Legal proceed lOgs continued against Mehmet Emln 
Aga for peacefully exerCising his right to freedom of 
religIon and expression. He was tfled m June and 
November in Lamia and Serres on rive separate counts 
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for the same offence o f  ·usurpatlon o f  the (unction o f  a 
Mlnlsterof a known religion". Alan appeal heanng In 
Lamia the sentences were reduced to seven months' 
Imprisonment In November the Appeal Court In Serres 
confirmed another seven-month sentence against him 
on the same charges. Mehmet Emm Aga had been 
sentenced to a to1al of 28 monthS' lmprlsonment on the 
same charges In prevIous years, but had been allowed 
to pay a sum of money In lieu of terms oflmpnsonment. 
AI takes no position on the procedures to be followed 
for choosing religious leaders or their legitimacy. AI's 
concern m this case is based solely on Its belief that 
Mehmet Emm Aga was tried for exercising hiS nght to 
freedom of religion and expresSion and that. if 
imprisoned, he would be a prisoner of conscience. 
a In June, Hara Kalomiri was sentenced to two 
months' imprISonment, suspended for three years, for 
operaung a place of worship Without a state licence 
between September 1994 and March 1995. The charges 
related to her role as administrator of the Karma Rik 
Drol·llng Center of Practical Philosophy and 
Psychology In Trapezl, Halkldlki. The court considered 
thiS to be a �temple of Buddhist cult" because residents 
"engaged in Buddhist actsof cult, concretely .. m 
meditation". She had initially been sentenced to three 
months' imprisonment in 1996, but this was reduced on 
appeal to two months In 1997. In March 1998. the 
Supreme Court had overturned this decision and sent 
the case back to the Appeal Court. 
a In June, Il teachers from the ethnicTurklsh 
minority were acquitted on appeal in Patras. In June 
1997 they had been sentenced to eight months' 
imprisonment, suspended for three years, for 
participating In the Union ofTurklsh Teachers In 
Western Thrace. The organization was declared i llegal 
because 11 had the word �Turklsh" in ItS utle. They were 
charged With inCiting mutual hatred between Christians 
and Mushms in the area by speaking about "Turkish" 
rather than "Muslim" teachers, and for urgmg teachers 
and pupils to boycott classes 

Conscientious objectors 
Provisions of the law on conscflpuon continued to fall 
short of international standards. For example, the 
length of alternative ciVIlian service remained pUnitive 
and its application dlscnmlOatory. In September the 
Parliamentary Committee m charge of reviewing the 
Constitution made a proposal toamend the current 
Constitution, which states that "Ielvery Greekcapable 
of bearing arms is obliged to contribute to the defence 
of the Fatherland as provided by law', and to introduce, 
for the first ume, full recognition of the right to 
conscientious objection. Under eXisting legislation, 
those deemed not to have conscientious objector 
status and to have refused to perform military service 
can be sentenced to up to four years' imprisonment. 
a InJune Nlkos Karanlkas, a conscientiOUS objector 
on philosophical and political grounds, was acquitted 
by a Thessalonlkl court following a successful appeal 
against his conviCtion m October 1995 for 
"Insubordination in a period of general mobilization". 
He had been sentenced to four years' imprisonment, 
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subsequently reduced on appeal to one year's 
imprisonment, suspended for three years. 

III treatment 
There were further allegations of ill-treatment by law 
enforcement offiCials. Many reports involved beatings 
by police officers at the time of arrest. There were also 
reports of ill·treatment of asylum·seekers dUring 
forced deportation, 

Despite repeated appeals, the authOrities failed to 
inveStigate adequately allegations of ill-treatment of 
Roma by police or to bring those responsible to justice. 
Impunity for past human rights violations remained a 
concern. 
a In March the authOrities confirmed that no 
diSCiplinary measures were bemg taken againSt police 
officers suspected of involvement In the shooting and 
killing of Angelos Celal In Partheni in April 1998. An 
appeal against this decision was lodged With the 
Supreme Court. Little or no progress had been made in 
the investigation initiated in June 1998 into the killing 
and there were reports that members of Angelos Celal's 
family had been repeatedly harassed by police officers 
prior to hIS death 

AI country visit 
AI visited Greece In June to observe tnals and carry out 
research, 



G UATEMALA 

REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA 
Head of state and government: Alfonso Portlllo 
(replaced Alvaro Arzu lrigoyen in January) 
Capital: Guatemala City 
Population: 11.2 million 
Official language: Spanish 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights; Optional Protocol to the UN Children's 
Convention on the involvement of children in armed 
conflict; Optional Protocol to the UN Women's 
Convention; Inter-American Convention on Forced 
Disappearance of Persons 

Implementation of the 1996 Peace Accords 
continued to be slow. The recommendations of two 
recent human rights reports were not acted on and 
impunity continued to prevail for most human rights 
violations perpetrated during the civil conflict Those 
attempting to investigate and bring to justice the 
perpetrators continued to face legal obstructions, 
harassment, intimidation and an escalating level of 
attacks, including several apparent 
"disappearances" and extrajudicial executions. 
Several demonstrators protesting over social and 
economic issues were killed. Lynchings of criminal 
suspects increased, allegedly provoked on occasion 
by local leaders. The death penalty continued to be 
imposed: two prisoners were executed by botched 
lethal injections. 

Background 
In January Alfonso PortJlIo assumed the presidency and 
promised that the Peace Accords, which formally ended 
Guatemala's ciVil conflict m 1996, would become state 
policy. He pledged to Implement the recommendations 
of the 1998 report of the Guatemalan church's 
Recuperation of the Historical Memory (REMHI) project, 
and of the UN-sponsored HistOrical Clarification 
Commission (CEH) which reported in 1999- He stated 
that shadowy "parallel" structures interfermg with the 
administration of Justice would be dismantled and that 
the murder of Bishop Juan Jose Gerardi would be clarified 
Within SIX months. Bishop Gerardl, the head of the 
Archbishop·s Human Rights Office (ODHAG) and leader 
of the REMHI project. was murdered in April 1998, JUSt 
two days after the official presentation of REM HI's report 

PreSident Portillo failed to fulfil these promiSes, and 
observers noted the increaSing power of General Efraln 
Rlos Monn, former President, founder of PreSident 
Portillo's political party, and now President of Congress. 
General Rios Monu was Head of State and Commander 
of the Armed Forces during a period when the army 
killed tens of thousands of indigenous peasants, 
apparently assisted by unoffiCial secunty umts and by 
civil patrols. These patrols had acted as aUXIliaries to the 
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mihtary dUring theconnlct and were officially disbanded 
after the Accords, but were allegedly operatingagam 

The government did not Implement the CEH's 
recommendation to establish a program to exhume the 
bodies of those killed m the connlct. Similarly. little 
progress was made m estabhshmg a witness protection 
program_ The government also faded to Implement CEH 
recommendauons to establish speCIal commisSions to 
assess the conduct of mihtary offiCials dunng the 
conflict, and to establish the fate of the "disappeared ", 
mcludmg an estimated 444 children. 

It was announced that the Presidential Chiefs of Staff 
Unit (EMP). frequently implicated In abuses Includmg 
Bishop Gerardi's murder, was to be disbanded 
However, EMP staff were to be "recycled- Into other 
government secunty bodIes. A new unit announced in 
September. mandated to prevent threats to Internal 
securny and combat Crime, was challenged by the 
Constitutional Court as It had been created by decree 
rather than CongressIonal vote, and would report to 
the Minister of the Interior. rather than to Congress 
The government rescinded the decree and proposed a 
new unit of special military police to assist the civil 
police. A Similar unn had been disbanded follOWing the 
Peace Accords. 

In May. a database of 650.428 names. apparently 
compiled by military IOtelllgence durmg the 1980s, was 
made pubhc by a government offiCial. Guatemalan 
analysts believed the coded number against each name 
contained information on their fate. 

Allegations of government incompetence and 
corruption created repeated rumours of an Impending 
coup and heIghtened tensions. In April protests m the 
capital over proposed public transport price rises 
resulted m four deaths. Including that of a prominent 
journalist. The discovery that General Rlos Montt and 
members of his party had altered a liquor lax law after 
passage by Congress sparked further demonstrations 
later m the year One demonstrator was killed 

Efforts to combat impunity 
Efforts to combat Impumty in individual cases or with 
respect la speCific past massacres made very slow 
progress through the courts. 

DepoSItions were finally taken in March 2000 from 
twO former special forces soldiers (kaiblfes) who 
testified 10 exchange for safe passage abroad regarding 
the 1982 massacre at Dos Erres, El Peten, when the army 
kil led more than 350 Indigenous Villagers. Almost 
Immediately, the government announced �frlendly 
settlemenls- with the Inler·American Commission on 
Human Rights in several cases, Including Dos Erres. The 
settlements involved some compensation for the 
surVivors, and offiCial recognition that government 
forces had been responsible, but no prospect of legal 
proceedmgs. They were not accepted by all the families 
concerned. The military objected to arrest orders 
issued agamst a number of soldiers in connection with 
the massacre, arguing that the pre·tnal testimony of 
the former kalbllesvlolated the presumption of 
IOnocence and due process. By the end of 2000, the 
soldiers had not been arrested 
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In a new departure, In May the Centre for legal 
Action In Human Rights (CALOH) assisted survivors 
from 10 massacres to file genocide chal1:es before the 
Guatemalan courtS against former Head of State 
General Romeo Lucas Gama (1978-198z) and several 
officials from his administration. The (EH had 
concluded that genocide had been committed against 
indigenous peoples In four Specific areas 

A SUit filed before the Spanish High Court In 
December 1999 by the Rlgoberta Menchu Foundation. 
based on Ihe concept of universalJunsdicllon, charged 
a number of former officials, Including General Rios 
Monn. with human rights crimes Including genocide. 
The SUit was joined by several mdlvidual victims, 
SUrviVOrs and non-governmental organizations. In 
December the High Court ruled that it did not currently 
have JUrlsdlcllon to Judge the cnmes. The plaintiffs 
Immediately appealed against the deciSion; Judgment 
on their appeal was pending at the end of the year 
ei In August, two men with penycnmlnal records 
charged with the May 1999 kidnapPing and murder of 
businessman Edgar OrdO"ez Porta were acquitted The 
court found that the Public Ministry had allowed an 
unofflclal -paraller agency 10 carry oul Its own 
-investigation" Proceedings were left open against 
military officials charged by relatives with carrying out 
and covering up the murder 

Bishop Gerardi's murder 
Obstructions continued In the case of BiShop Gerardl, 
who was murdered In 199B. In May, two members of the 
ODHAG investigating team received death threats after 
the case judge, who has herself received threats and 
been followed, ruled that three hlgh�rankmg military 
officers should stand trtal for the murder, along with 
the pnest who shared Bishop Gerardl's reSidence. and 
their housekeeper By the end of 2000, no date had 
been set for the tnal Earlier, several others Involved In 
the case were forced to nee the country after threats 

In October, a long�promlsed report on the case was 
made pubhc by PreSident PorlJllo, but prOVIded no new 
Information 

Attacks on human rights defenders 
Human nghts defenders andjournallsls were subjected 
to an escalating wave of abuses. Victims Included 
members of the Guatemalan ForenSIc Anthropology 
Associatton, active In exhuming mass graves; the 
Students Association of the state University of San 
Carlos; members of a shanty·tQwn dwellers' 
association; Indigenous and women's rights aCtiVists; 
staff and directors of the news agency CERIGUA which 
regularly covers human nghts Issues; staff of human 
rights organizations including the Rigoberta Menchu 
Foundation; and officials of the Human Rights 
Procurator's Office 
a in one tYPical Incident In August. Celso Balan, a 
CAlDH worker, was detained. robbed, drugged and left 
unconscIous In Chlmaltenango by two men. They 
appeared to be paramlhtanes aCllng under the orders 
of those responSible for the 1982 army massaCre In 
Chlpastor, San Martin Jllotepeque, Chlmaltenango, 
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currently under Investigation by CALDH. Celso Balan 
reqUired treatment for neurological. phYSical. 
psychological and emotional damage 
t='1' In September, heavily armed men raided offiCes 
shared by two human rights groups· Families of the 
Detained and "Disappeared" of Guatemala, FAMDEGUA, 
and HIJOS, children of the "disappeared" who want 
their parents' fate clanfled The armed men forced their 
victims to the noor, held pistols to their heads, and 
threatened to kill them. Male victims were forced to 
stnp. orrice eqUipment and case records. Including 
some concerning Dos Erres, were stolen. 

'Disappeared' children and illegal adoptions 
In AugUSt an ODHAG study reported that It had located 
eight children out of 86 "disappeared· children's cases 
It had Investigated. It stated that Guatemala'S lucrative 
trade In Il legal adoptions began during the confliCt. 
when military or paramilitary families look in children 
found wandering after massacres 

People who tried to Investigate ilI�al adoptions 
faced threats and intimidation Staff of a human rights 
and economiC migrants organization on the 
Gualemalan�Mexican border were threatened, 
apparently because they provided Information 
r�arding Illegal transfers of children across the border 
to the UN Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, 
child prostitution and child pornography 

':'l University professor Mayra Angeitna Gutl�rrez, 
missing since April. was reportedly targeted because she 
submitted Information about Illegal adoptions to the 
Special Rapporteur Her name was found on the military 
database released In May, supporting the hypothesiS 
that her "disappearance-was pohl1cally motivated 

Women and sexual minorities 
In October, Guatemalan women's nghts actiVists 
reported the rallure to Implement Peace Accord 
prOVisions regarding women to the UN Secunty 
Council 

In June and July. two transvestite sex workers were 
killed in Guatemala City. Guatemalan gay groups have 
alleged the existence of an orchestrated program or 
-SOCial cleansinf earned out with poitce acquiescence, 
support, and possible direct involvement. 

Death pena Ity 
Concern over crime rates contributed to widespread 
support for the Judicial death penalty. By the end of 
2000 about .. o people were under sentence of death. In 
May Congress annulled legislation prOViding ror 
execUtive clemency. a right recognized under 
international law However, PreSident Portillo 
considered clemency appeals already filed, and In May 
granted clemency to a mentally disturbed Indigenous 
man, deemed fit to stand trial after psychological 
testing carried out In Spanish, which he did not speak, 
and then convIcted at a trial also held in Spanish. In 
November, the Constitutional Court revoked five death 
sentences on the grounds that according to the 
Guatemalan Constitution, International law prevailed 
over nallonal law In human rights matters 
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a Tom�s Cerrate Hermlndez and Luis Amilcar Celino 
Ptkez were convicted in 1998 of the kidnapping and 
murder of a wealthy woman. They were executed by 
lethal injection in June 2000. and the executions were 
televised. TomBs Cerrate Hernandez took seven 
minutes to die and Luis Amilcar Cetino Perez eight to 
mne minutes. after the machine malfunctioned. 
a In January. five lawye-rs who appealed against 
death sentences passed on alleged kidnappers received 
death threats. apparently from death penalty 
supporters. Fearful for their lives. the lawyers resigned 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Guatemala: Women's rights defender missing - Mayra 

Angelina Guti�rrez (Al lndex:AMR 34/016/20001 
• Guatemala: Breaking the wall 01 impunlty­

Prosecution for crimes against humanity (AI Index: 
AMR 34/020/20001 

• Guatemala' Further executions loom (AI Index: 
AMR 34/022/20001 

• Guatemala: HUOS -Justice for the new generation (AI 
Index; AMR 34/042/20001 

Visits 
An AI research delegation visited Guatemala In April and 
Mayand helped make public the CAlDH genocide SUit 
AI's Guatemala Trial Observers Project monitored 
proceedings related to the killing 01 Edgar Ord6nez 
Porta and the 1982 massacres at Dos Erres and Tululch�, 
El Quiche. 

G UINEA 

REPUBLIC OF GUINEA 
Head of state: Lansanna Cont� 
Head of government: Lamine Sidim� 
Capital: Conakry 
Population: 7.4 million 
Official language: French 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratificationslsignatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court; Afncan Charter on the 
Rights and Wellare olthe Child 

There were reports of human rights abuses in border 
areas, in the context of cross-border incursions by 
armed groups from neighbouring countries. Several 
prisoners of conscience, including prominent 
opposition leader Alpha Conde, were sentenced to 
prison terms after an unfair trial by the State Security 
Court. Torture of detainees to extract confessions or 
intimidate suspects continued to be reported on a 
regular basis. 
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Background 
Armed clashes between the secunty forces and armed 
groups from neighbouring countries intensified from 
September onwards in the southern border areas The 
Guinean authoritieS accused the Sierra Leonean 
oPPosition force. the Revolutionary United Front 
(RUn and the Liberian authorities of backing the cross­
border attackers. who included Guinean army 
deserters Liberia accused Guinea of harbounng 
dissidents who had been fighunggovernment troops in 
northern liberia since early July. (See Llbena entry.) 

The fighting forced thousands of people to nee from 
the area. In December. the heads of state of the 
EconomiC Community of West African States (ECOWAS). 
meeting in Mall. decided to send an interventIOn force 
to police the borders of Guinea. The ECOWAS summit 
also recommended an �urgent meetinf between the 
leaders of the three countries (Guinea. Libena and 
Sierra Leone) under the auspices of ECOWAS and the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU). 

MuniCipal elections were held in June. but were 
marred by violence and allegations of vote-ngglng 
OffiCial sources connrmed that five people were killed 
and others wounded when they protested against 
delays in announcing the elections results. The 
elections were won by the ruling Partl de rUnlteer du 
progres, Party of Unity and Progress. The opposition 
alleged that the results were Invalid, Parliamentary 
elections originally scheduled for June 1999 were 
postponed and had not been held by the end of 2000. 

Prisoners of conscience 
In April Alpha Conde. president of the Rassemblement 
du peuple de Gumee(RPG), Guinean People's Ral ly, and 
47 others were tried on charges of threatening the 
security of the state. Their trial before the State 
Security Court did not meet international standards for 
fair trial In September Alpha Cond� was sentenced to 
five years' impnsonment and 10 other defendants were 
given sentences ranging from a suspended one-year 
prison term to three years' imprisonment. Four others 
were convicted in absentia. 

AI sent an observer to the early hearings of this trial. 
which lasted from April to September. AI concluded 
that all those convicted who were still in detention 
were prisoners of conscience. held solely because of 
their political affiliations, without any eVidence of 
involvement in or advocacy of violence. AI was 
particularly concerned by the fact that the defendants 
were detained incommunicado for months and that 
most of them were tortured in order to extract 
confessions. These confessions were accepted by the 
Court. despite evidence of torture. The right to a fair 
hearing was not respected during the investigation 
phase. lawyers did not have access to their clients' files 
until five days before the trial started. and during the 
trial one defence lawyer was subjected to serious 
intimidation by the Minister of Justice. 

The State Security Court. a special court. was 
composed of magistrates appointed directly by the 
PreSident. even though Alpha Conde was a leading 
opposition figure and a former presidential candidate. 
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Furthermore, contrary to International standards, the 
verdict of thiS special court was not open to appeal The 
only possible appeal, the POUrvOI en caSs8t/on(appeal 
on pomts of law), prohibited any re-examination of the 
facts. AI called, therefore, not only for the Immediate 
and unconditional release of the prisoners of 
conSCience, but also for the abolition of the State 
Security Court if its procedures were nOI brought In line 
with International standards for fair trial 

Torture of detainees 10 extract confessions or intimidate 
suspects continued to be reported on a regular basIs. The 
maJonty of those tried with Alpha (onde were subJected 
to ill-treatment or tonure at the time of their arrest In 
'999, to extract confessions or 10 make them sign 
statements incriminating the RPG leader. Dunnga fact· 
finding mISSion In Apnl 2ooo, AI delegates collected 
testimony from a number of them. Theydescnbed 
torture techniques used by the security forces, includmg 
blows all over the body; slaps, punches and kicks; 
suffocation under water at sea; starvation; and death 
threats. The victims stated that people close to the 
Presidency were present when they were tortured. 

There were also reports of arbitrary arrests followed 
by tOrture and Ill· treatment, and of women accused of 
supporting the opposition bemgsubJected to sexual 
VIolence while In detention in 1998. 

Death in custody 
At least one person died m custody as a result of 
torture. 
S Sergeant Guey Kena died dunng the night of 15 

January, after reportedly having been starved for eight 
days The evemng before hiS death, he was tortured m 
an attempt to make him admit that he had received 
money from Alpha Conde. 

Reprisal attacks against refugees. 
In September, follOWing incurSions by armed groups 
from Libena and Sierra Leone, the President of Gum ea 
called on the secunty forces to search everywhere so 
that suspectS could be arrested He urged the 
mternatlonal community to �nd� GUinea of its 
thousands of refugees from these two countries and 
called on GUlnean �clvillans and members of the armed 
forces� to �crush the mvaders�. After this statement, 
several hundred refugees from Sierra Leone and Llbena 
were arbitrarily arrested in Conakry. AI publicly 
appealed to the government lO protect the 
fundamental nghts of refugees 

In mld·September, followmgan attack on Macenta, a 
town on the border with Liberia, Mensah Kpognon, a 
member of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), was killed. laurence DJeya, another member 
of UNHCR, was abducted. She managed to escape and 
reached COte d' lvoire a fortmght later 

AI country report and visits 
Report 
• GUinea The Alpha Conde affair - A mockery of a tnal 

(AI Index: AFR 29/002/2000FI 
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Visits 
AI delegates vIsited Guinea In April to conduct research 
and to hold talks With the government It was not 
pOSSible for any government official to meet the 
delegation. 

AI sent an observer to the tnal of Alpha Conde and 47 
others before the State Secunty Court In Apnl. 

G UI NEA- BISSAU 

REPUBLIC OF GUINEA-BISSAU 
Head of state: Kumba lal! 
Head of government: caetano N'Tchama 
Capital: Bissau 
Population: 1.2 million 
Official language: Portuguese 
Death penalty: abolitiOnist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and Its two 
Optional Protacols; UN Convention against Racism; UN 
Convention against Torture; Optional Protocol tothe UN 
Children's Convention on the involvement of children In 
armed conflict; Optional Protocol to the UN Women's 
Convention; Rome Statute of the International Criminal 
Court 

Following elections in November 1999 a coalition 
government was appointed which announced its 
commitment to human rights protection and to 
ending impunity. Security officers were convicted of 
human rights violations committed during the armed 
conflict of 1 998-1999 and sentenced to prison terms. 
Political prisoners were released, some pending trial. 
Seven political leaders and about 200 soldiers were 
arrested following an army rebellion. There were 
reports of human rights abuses by soldiers. The 
mandate of the UN Peace-building Support Office in 
Guinea-8issau (UNOGBISI was extended for one 
year. 

Background 
Kumba lala, preSident of the PartIdo da Renovarao 
SoclaI(PRS), Social Renewal Party, won the second 
round of preSidential electJons In January, and In 
February he was sworn In as PreSident. Caetano 
N'Tchama of the PRS became Prime Minister and 
formed a coalition government with the second largest 
party, the Reslstencia da Gume·B,ssau·Movlmento 
Bafats (RGB·MB), GUlnea·Blssau Resistance·Bafata 
Movement. The new government stated that ItS 
priorities were to promote reconciliation following the 
1998·1999 Civil war, to strengthen democracy, the rule 
of law, good governance and respect for human nghts, 
and to combat corruption and poverty. It also 
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announced plans to depoltticize the armed forces and 
to demobilize 6,000 soldiers by the end of 2001. The 
salary of soldiers was Increased but about 50 soldiers 
arrested at the end of 1999 in connection with a strike 
over salanes remamed In pnson without charge 

There was tension between civil and military 
authonties and the government was increasingly 
confronted with Indlsclpline by senior mIlitary officers 
Efforts were under way 10 redefine the role of the 
military m the new demOCratic Gutnea-Blssau 
Negotiations between the new government and the 
former Junta Mllitar. Military Junta. were led bya group 
of mediatorS from Civil society, with assistance from the 
Special Represental1ve of the UN Secretary-General in 
Guinea-Blssau In February. the leader of the former 
Military Junta, General Ansumane Mane, turned down 
President Kumba lala's offer of the post of special 
defence adviser to the government. stattng that the 
army had pledged political neutrality. However. the 
military continued to matntatn a high public profile and 
to perform police functions. as police were constrained 
by lack of resources and appropnate training. TenSion 
Increased in April when Lamine Sanha. the navy 
commander. was dismissed but refused to leave hiS 
post. arguing that he was accountable only to General 
Ansumane Mane. The case was resolved after 
negotiations tnvolvtng the goodWill commiSSion of 
religious and communtty leaders set up during the 
confliCt. Tension was further heightened in November 
after General Ansumane Mane rejected the 
government's promotion of army officers. Fighttng 
briefly erupted in Bissau between army factions loyal to 
the government and supporters of General Ansumane 
Mane, who proclaimed himself chief of staff of the 
armed forces after placing the then chief of staff under 
arrest. 

After a few days al large. General Ansumane Mane 
was captured and killed. reportedly in a shoot-out wnh 
soldiers loyal to the government. in Outnhamel. some 
30 kilometres north of Blssau. Some reports. however. 
suggested that he had been captured alive. tortured 
and then shot. By the end of 2000 no investigation Into 
his death had been camed out. 

At least 200 soldiers who supported General 
Ansumane Man� were arrested and accused of 
attempttng to overthrow the government. None had 
been tried or formally cha�ed by the end of 2000 

In March the mandate of UNOGBIS. which had helped 
with the transition process, was extended for another 
year. UNOGBIS monitored prison conditions and 
releases of political prisoners. It provided support to 
the Supreme Court by training a further 20 magistrates. 
Including in human rights issues 

In August the International Committee of the Red 
Cross ran a seminar on humanitarian law which was 
attended by 370 soldiers and officers. The Uga 
Gulneense de Dire/cos Humanos(LGDH). Gulnean 
(Bissau) Human Rights League, held several semlOars on 
human rights for 50 police officers and Judicial offiCials. 

Relations between Senegal and Gulnea-Blssau were 
strained. In April Guinea-Bissau accused Senegal of 
bombing Its territory while it denied accusations that 
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ItS territory was belOg used by rebels of the Mouvement 
des forces democratlques de Casamance(MFDC). 
Democratic Forces of Casamance Movement, to attack 
Senegal. Relations deteriorated 10 August when. 
followlOg attacks by armed groups. Senegalese villagers 
closed the border between the countnes. caustng 
shortages of food and fuel 10 GUinea-Blssau 

Steps to end impunity 
The new government repeatedly stated ItS commitment 
to overcome ImpUnity and Important steps were taken 
to that end 
d In August. three secunty orrlcers were tried on 
charges of human rights violations committed during 
the armed conflict, including arbitrary arrest. torture 
and extrajudiCial executions They were convicted and 
sentenced to prison terms rangtng from seven to 15 
years and ordered to pay large sums m compensation 
to the victims and their families. One was convicted of 
killing Lal Antonlo Lopes Perelra. who was shot dead at 
hiS home in July 1998, and of the arbitrary arrest and 
lOrture of Bitchofola Na Fare and Ansumane FaH. He 
was sentenced to 15 years' Imprisonment and ordered 
to compensate the vIctims and their families 

Human rights defenders 
In May. [nacio Tavares. president of the lGDH, was 
threatened With reprisals after denounctng the beating 
by soldiers of electricity company workers followmg a 
power cut at a mlhtary air base. General Ansumane 
Mane reportedly ordered the arrest of a radiO 
journaliSt who reported the beatings. allegtng that the 
story was false. In another incident in May, teleVISion 
news reader Issufe Oueta and news editor Paula Melo 
were detained for 48 hours after reading a press 
statement by Fernando Gomes. president of the Alian�a 
Sociallsta Gumeense(ASG), Sociahst Alliance of Gumea 
(Bissau), who was himself detained for 36 hours. He had 
cntlCized the political SituatIon In the country. The 
three were released on bail and faced charges of 
slander and defamation. They had not been tried by the 
end of 1000. Fernando Gomes was arrested agatn tn 
November and detatned for over a week. accused of 
supporting the military rebellion He was severely 
beaten at the time of the arrest 

Arrests of political opponents 
Several leading members of OPPOsition political 
parties were arrested tn the wake of the mil itary 
rebellion. Among them were several members of the 
UnMo para Mudan�a (UM), Unton for Change. includmg 
Amine Saad, former Procurator General. Caramba 
Ture, a member of parliament. who was held for two 
days, and Agnelo Regalia. the director of Bombo/6n 
RadiO. Also arrested were Fernando Gomes (see 
above) and Francisco Benante, president of the 
PartidoAfricano para a Independfmcla da Gulne e 
CaOO Verde(PAIGC). African Party for the 
Independence of Guinea (Bissau). Those arrested were 
held for over a week at the main police station and 
placed under house arrest where they remained. 
uncharged. at the end of 2000 
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Abuses by soldiers 
Soldiers conl1nued to abuse their power and la III·treat 
cIvIlians None was brought to Justice. Most of the 
Incidents Involved General Ansumane Mane's 
bodyguards 
a In May, bodyguards of General Ansumane Mane 
detained and beat human rights activist Marcehno 
Vlclor He had gone to the General's house to get his 
mece and twO other girls who had been detained there 
for several hours afler they dumped rubbish outSide 
the house. He was de tamed there overnight and 
beaten. He complmned to the authoritieS but no action 
was taken 

Political trials 
Most of the 270 people stili I" detention at the 
begmnlng of 1000 In connection With cnmes 
commllled dUring the conflict were released, some 
pending trial Others had the charges agamst them 
dropped. Seven were In prison at the end of the year, 
three serving sentences (see above) and four awaiting 
tnal 

AvJto da Sllva and Manuel dos Santos �Manecas·, two 
CIVIlian former ministers In the government of ousted 
Preslden! Jo",o Bernardo Vlelra, were acquitted In 
February of charges of treason, giving financial 
support to the former PreSident, incitement to war and 
collaboration With foreign troops. The prosecution failed 
to present evidence to sustain the charges. Their acquittal 
led to the dismissal of the Attorney General In March 

G UYAN A  

REPUBLIC OF GUYANA 
Head of state: 8harratJagdeo 
Head of government: Samuel Hinds 
Capital: Georgetown 
Population: 0.8 million 
Official language: English 
Death penalty: retentlonlS! 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court 

There were reports of torture and ill-treatment by the 
police, and of police shootings in disputed 
circumstances. There were 23 people under sentence 
of death at the end of 2000. Prison conditions 
amounted to cruel, inhuman and degrading 
treatment 

Background 
The Constitution Reform Committee. a parliamentary 
body, received proposals for the amendment of the 
1985 Constitution. The Guyana Derence Force proposed 
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that the Constitution should outhne the criteria for the 
deployment of troops IM malntalnmg law and order 

There were reports of torture and Ill-treatment. 
mcludlng sexual assault, by the police. Victims Included 
Criminal suspects and theIr relatives. IndiViduals were 
arrested and detaIMed arbitrarily, and were held IM 
incommunicado detention by the poltce In conditions 
fallmg well below International standards. 

In January, the Guyana Police Force reported that 40 
offIcers had been disciplined or charged with a criminal 
offence as a result of complaints made during 1999. A 
further 15 were charged in June followmg complaints 
made In 1000 . 

.J I n September Mohammed Shafeek. aged 47. died In 
Brlckdam police lock-up An autopsy reportedly 
revealed multiple IMjurles. mcludlng fractures. cuts and 
bruises. Police failed to mform hiS family of hiS death 
Initial police reports statIng that he had been killed by 
fellow Inmates conflicted with eyewitness reports 
which maIMtalned that he had been mjured by the 
police and was subsequently denied medical attenl10n 

Police shootings 
There were several police shootings in disputed 
Circumstances, some of which appeared to be poSSible 
extrajudicial executions. Inquests had still not 
reportedly taken place Into many killings by police, 
including the cases of Bonitus Winter and Shawn Nedd. 

On 7 January, Dexter Randolph was fatally shot by 
police officers In Tiger Bay in disputed circumstances 
Eyewitnesses al leged that he was dragged from under a 
police vehicle and shot. The police asserted that he was 
armed 

On 14 April, an Inquest jUry concluded that no one 
could be held Criminally responSible for the death of 
Victor Bourne, who was fatally shot by police IMJune 
1998 at his home in Rasville. AI called for the findings of 
the inquest to be published in full 

Death penalty 
Twenty-three people were under semence of death at 
the end of 1000. including two women. Death 
sentences continued to be handed down, and some 
defendants in death penalty cases did not have 
adequate legal representation. 

The executions of Ravindra Deo, Oral Hendncks, 
Ganga Deolall and Lawrence Chan were scheduled 
for 7 and 8 February 1000. All four men were granted 
stays of execution, to allow the courts to conSider 
further legal applications 
G lawyers acting for Abdool Saleem Yasseen and Noel 
Thomas. two death row prisoners. argued that the Court 
of Appeal had shown bias, since Its three judges had 
publIcly stated their support for capital pUnishment In 
comments on their cases. The outcome of the two men's 
appeals were stili pending at the end of 1000. 

Prison conditions 
There were reports of ill-treatment In prison and of 
conditions which amounted to cruel, inhuman or 

Amnesty Intem.tion.l lteport 2001 



degrading treatment. Severe overcrowding, aggravated 
by long delays in the Judicial system, contributed to 
outbreaks of Infectious diseases including tuberculosiS 
Children cOntinued to be held alongside adult 
prISoners, and human rights orgamzatlons were denied 
access to prisoners, 

International organizations 
In March AI attended a heanng on Guyana of the UN 
Human Rights Committee in New York, USA, and in April 
AI urged the government to implement in full the 
Committee's recommendations, in particular those 
concerning the use of excessive force by law 
enforcement officials, the obllgauon to treat those 
deprived of their liberty with humanity and the need to 
stop detaining children With adults. 

Guyana failed to comply with its JOternational 
reporting obligations under the UN Convention against 
Torture. 

In April the Inter*American Commission on Human 
RIghts (lACHR) wrote to the government regardmg the 
�disappearance� of Franz Bnuon, who has not been 
seen since he was detained In polIce custody In January 
1999. The government failed to respond. 

Following a hearing in October on the situation In 
Guyana by the IACHR in Washington. USA. the IACHR 
agreed to send a delegation to investigate human rights 
abuses. 

AI visit 
In February Al delegates viSited Guyana to conduct 
research, and met government officials including the 
MinIster for Home Affairs and the Mlnlsterfor Foreign 
Affairs. 
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HAITI 
Head of state: Rene Preval 
Head of government: Jacques Edouard Alexis 
Capital: Port-au-Prince 
Population: 8.2 million 

Official languages: French, Creole 
Death pena lty: abolitionist for all crimes 

HAI 

The human rights situation deteriorated sharply, 
despite some positive steps towards accounting for 
past human rights violations. The electoral period 
was marred by assassinations of public figures and 
by violent attacks by political partisans, most often 
self-described supporters of the Fanmi Lavalas(Fl) 
party. Illegal security forces acting under the 
auspices of newly -elected local and regional officials 
emerged. Haiti also became more isolated from the 
international community, with the UN announcing 
its intention to end its field mission there. 

Background 
In January 1999, PreSIdent Rene Preval failed to extend 
the mandates of Haitian parliamentarians, The terms of 
local offiCials expired as well. WIth the result that until 
the thIrd quarter of 2000 there were practically no 
sitting officials in Haiti, and the preSident ruled by 
decree. Local and legislative elections were eventually 
held in May 2000. WIth a reported 29,000 candidates 
running for 7,500 posts. Turnout. estimated at 60 per 
cent, was the highest since 1990. The vote was declared 
generally peaceful by observers, with consensus that FL 
candidates had won the majonty of comests. 

However, dissension arose over the method used by 
electoral offiCials to determIne whether a second round 
was necessary. International and some natIonal 
observers declared the method used at the central level 
to tally votes and to determine whether run-orrs were 
necessary In any given race to be fraudulent and biased 
In favour of FL candldates. Lean Manus, head of the 
Provisional Electoral Councd, eventually fled the 
country for the USA. where he denounced PreSident 
Preval for pressunzmg hIm to tabulate results in favour 
of the FL party. The Organization of American States 
pulled out its election observers before the second 
round in July In protest. A modified Electoral Council 
oversaw the November presidential elections. despite 
some domestic cnucism and lack of mternatlonal 
support. The international community declined to 
support or momtor the presidential race and 
suspended much-needed aid. 

Following a wave of pre-election violence, 
including anonymous bomb and grenade attacks that 
killed two children and wounded a reported 16 
people. turnout was lower than for earlier contests 
However, former President Jean-Bertrand Aristlde 
was elected overwhelmingly. His inauguration was set 
for February 2001. 
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The UN field miSSion, MIssIon Civile fnrernatlonale 
d'Appuien Halll(MICAH), began work on IS March. Its 
human nghts advisers, already reduced In number from 
the prevIous level. were not deployed for several 
months oWing to funding constraints. In November, UN 
Secretary-General Kofl Annan announced that the 
mission. which had been present In variOUS forms since 
1993. would not be renewed the following year, statmg 
that the UN contnbutlon would be reduced to technical 
aid only. AI believed that thiS was due to funding or 
other constraintS, rather than to conSideration of the 
needs of the situation In Haiti. AI expressed great 
concern at the discontinuation of a human nghts 
momtonng presence in the field when the human rights 
situation In Haiti was more seriOus than at any time 
smce the 1994 return to democracy 

Violence in the electoral context 
A number of electoral candidates, party members and 
their relatiVes were killed dUrlng2000, most by 
unidentified assailants Others went mto hiding oul of 
fears for their safety. Twochlldren were killed In 
grenade and other explosions m the run-up to the 
presidential elecuons; no one claimed responsibility for 
these anacks. In addition, numerous arson attacks were 
carned out agamst electoral and party offices. Violence 
by self-described political partisans continued 
throughout the year Sometimes the police failed to 
mtervene and on a few occasions appeared to collude m 
the violence. In some Instances the police were attacked 
when they tntervened 10 slap violent demonstrators 
.� Jean Domlnique, a prominent radiO Journalist and 
advocale of human rights prinCiples, was shot dead by 
unknown assailants outside hiS radiO station, Radio 
Haiti Inter, on J April. The stallon guard, Jean (Iaude 
Loulssamt, was also killed. A march of several hundred 
people calling for those responSible to be brought to 
JustICe was disrupted by self-described FL supporters, 
as was hiS funeral. They subsequently burned down the 
headquarters of an OPPosition party and threatened to 
attack the premises of a private radio stallon known to 
broadcast opmions critical of their party. Thai station 
subsequently stopped broadcastmg temporarily 
because of security concerns and RadIO Halll lnter 
suspended broadcasts for one month after Jean 
Domimque's death Investigations were conunumg a! 
the end of 2000, although one senator refused to 
comply with ajudlcial summons to testify, claiming 
parliamentary Immunity 

Emergence of illegal security forces 
Some of the local and regional officials elected m May 
and subsequent run-oH elections established illegal 
securny forces, which were responsible for a significant 
number of human rights violations. There Is no legal 
baSIS or mechanism of control for these forces, and 
their members are generally supporters of the FL party 
to which most elected oHlclals belong. In some 
Instances orficlals claimed they were creating the 
forces to combat crime and bolster the Haitian National 
Police, which they accused of being Ineffective; In 
others, their motivation was overtly political 
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a On 2 November, three partiCipants and two 
passers-by were wounded by gunfire when a meeting 
of the opposition coahlion Convergence 
Democratique, and the grassroots organization 
Mouvman Pey;zan de Papa ye, in the lawn of Hmche 
was attacked by supporters of twO local FL-affillated 
mayors. The same evening, the house of the regIonal 
coordinator of the political party Espacede 
Concertalionwas set alight by armed attackers who 
forced their way in and stole radio equipment before 
selling fire 10 the buildmg. The mayors themselves 
were reportedly present and active in some of these 
mCldents. Members of the same group had reportedly 
closed a local court and threatened several judges 
whom they accused of belonging 10 opposing political 
partIes. AI raised the incident with the Minister of 
Justice and Pubhc Security, the President of the Senate 
and other high-ranking offiCials, all of whom 
expressed concern, The Pnme Mmister condemned 
the violence and pledged 10 dismantle such il legal 
forces 

The Haitian National Police 
There were several reports of unlawful killings by 
police. Most of the vIctims were cnminal suspects 
Reports of ill-treatment of juvenile suspects following 
arrest were frequent 
a A group of 25 children and adult men, Illegally and 
arbitrarily detamed m Petionvllle 10 mid·September by 
unoffiCial agents of the mayor's office, were reportedly 
beaten when they were seized. They were then handed 
over 10 the local police lockup, where they were held in 
such overcrowded conditions that several had to be 
hospitalized. When they protested agamst these 
conditions, they were reportedly beaten by police 
officers before eventually belOg transferred to the 
National Penitentiary 

The police were repeatedly accused of InacUon In the 
face of politically motivated Violence, and at times of 
complicity wIth partisans. In one October incident in 
which police tried to Intervene dUring a politIcal 
demonstration, a municipal polIce commissioner m 
Port-au-Prlnce attempted to disarm a well-known FL 
aCl1visl. The poltce commissioner and three 
accompanying police officers narrowly escaped 
lynching. Shortly thereafter, five police commissioners 
ned the country, fearing for their safety In the light of 
rumours, apparently unfounded, that they had been 
involved in a coup plot 

A rural police presence was under discussion to 
supplement the functioning of the Haitian National 
Pohce in the countryside. Human rights aCl1vlsts were 
concerned that Its independence and imparl/ality 
should be guaranteed 10 light of the repressive tacllcs 
of the rural security system under prevIOus 
governments, especially given the emergence of I llegal 
and partisan security forces acting m conjunction WIth 
local officials. 

In late Apnl, the head of the mternal arralrs division 
responsible for Investigating violations by police was 
removed; a permanent replacement had not been 
named by the end of 2000. 
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Overcoming impunity 
Some steps were taken to bring to justice those 
responsible for human rights violations. 
a The May 1999 extrajudicial execution of 11 people 
in Carrefour·Feuilles was the most serious human rights 
violation committed by members of the Haitian 
Nallonal Police since its inception in 1994. Several 
arrests were made and for the first time. police officers 
were brought to trial for human rights violatIons. Six of 
those arrested were released for lack of eVidence 
before the trial began. Four police officers. including 
police commissionerColes Rameau, were convicted 
and sentenced to the mInimum penalty of three years' 
imprisonment and fined. Two others were acquitted. 
B In October the trial began of those accused of 
participating in the l4 April 1994 Raboteau massacre. 
Raboteau, a heavily populated coastal neighbourhood 
outside the town of Gonaives, was targeted for 
repression under the de factomititary government 
because of its activist past and Its reSidents' allegiance 
to ousted president Jean-Bertrand Aristlde. Sixteen 
defendants were convicted and six acquitted. Among 37 
others tried In their absence were former mil itary ruler 
Raoul Cedras, former police chief Michel Franl;ois, 
former paramilitary leader Emmanuel "Toto" Constant 
and former military leader Phihppe Biamby. 

Judicial concerns 
Thejudlclary continued to be largely dysfunctional 
Lack of progress in investigating and trying suspects 
contnbuted to severe pnson overcrowding, with an 
estimated 80 per cent of detainees awaiting trial. In 
February Claude Raymond, a notonous supporter of the 
former government of Jean-Claude Duvalier. died In 
hospital after spending six years in prison without trial. 
Numerous judicial orders for his release had been 
ignored. 

The Ministry of Justice and Public Security, with input 
from human rights and other groups. developed seven 
draft bills on crucial Issues such as Judicial reform, 
independence of the Judiciary and the admmistration 
of justice. 

AI country report and visits 
Report 
• Haiti: Unfinished business - justice and liberties at risk 

(Al lndex: AMR36/001 /2000) 
Visits 
In May AI met contacts In the Haitian dlaspora 
community In Miami, USA. In October and November At 
delegates visited Haiti and met government officials, 
other authorities and members of different sectors ofcivil 
society. 
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HOND URAS 

REPUBLIC OF HONDURAS 
Head of state and government: carlos Flares Facusse 
Capital: Teguclgalpa 
Population: 6.5 million 

Official language: Spanish 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 

Indigenous peoples staged renewed demonstrations 
to promote long-standing demands for land,justice 
and improved services, but despite an agreement 
signed with authorities, most of the issues of concern 
remained unresolved. The National Police employed 
excessive force against demonstrators. Human rights 
defenders were again subjected to attacks and 
threats. Children were victims of grave human rights 
violations. Despite an important Supreme Court 
ruling, impunity was still prevalent in cases of past 
human rights violations. 

Background 
Among measures taken to deal with a reported rise In 
cnme was a decision to allow the army to Join the police 
force in law enforcement. The police force Itself was 
often accused of Involvement in criminal activities 
from drug-related offences to abuse of authority. A 
process to purge the force took place dunng 2000. 

The government reduced the budget of the Office of 
the National CommiSSioner for the Protection of 
Human Rights. At least five regional offices had to be 
closed and staff were reduced in others. This followed 
an ultimately unsuccessful attempt In 1999 10 amend 
the law regulatmg the Office. which would have 
reduced its scope for action and the penod in office of 
the current Commissioner. The Office has played a 
crUCial role in the protection of human nghts and in 
exposing corruption since ItS inception m 1992. 

In November the government finally provided 
compensation to families of VICtims of human nghts 
violations 10 the 1980s. Relatives of 17 "disappeared" 
people. out of 184 offICially acknowledged, received 
financial compensation following proceedings before 
the Inter· American Commission on Human Rights. 
Some of the beneficiaries, however. stated that thiS 
actton did not absolve the state from its responsibility 
to properly Investigate the Violations and bring those 
responsible to justice. 

Indigenous groups 
I ndlgenous groups organized further demonstrations 
calling on the authorities to tackle the Impunity 
surrounding the murders of indigenous leaders. to find 
solutions to land disputes and to Improve health and 
education services. In September they organized a 
hunger strike to protest against the dismissal of 
Gilberto Sflnchez Chandias, Special Prosecutor for 
Ethnic Affairs in the Public Ministry. His dismissal 
raised concern that the representation of indigenous 
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people a t  a n  official level would be dimimshed. On 
6 September both sides came to an agreement in which 
the authorities made a number of commitments, 
including the defence of the mterests of indigenous 
groups, the creation of a Special Programme of 
Investigation Into the kill ings of indigenous leaders and 
others, and the formation of a commiSSion to guarantee 
the [ollow·up of previous agreements. However. by the 
end of 2000, there had been little. if any, progress. 

There were further death threats, harassment and 
intimidation of indigenous leaders. In March, three 
leaders of the Coordinating Body of Popular 
Organizations of Aguan (COPA) received death threats, 
allegedly from armed groups with links to the 
authonttes. One of them had been shot at three times In 
April and September 1999 and his house was set on fire. 
COPA works to promote the rights of peasant farmers, 
environmental protection and partiCipation in 
elections 

In June Salvador Zufliga and Berta Caceres were 
harassed and intimidated, reportedly because of their 
work With the Civil CounCil of Popular and Indigenous 
Organizations (COPIN) In defence of Indigenous people. 
Their house was broken Into twice, and they were 
subjected to intimidatory surveillance. They opposed 
the budding of the El Tigre dam, which would displace 
indigenous people and nood their ancestral lands. 
Update 
In October 1999, 4S members of different Indigenous 
groups were injured in demonstrations. On 11 October 
1000, the victims finally received compensation from 
the state. Among the benefiCiaries was 61-year-old 
Domingo Gamez, a Lenca peasant, who lost hiS right eye 
as a resull ofa wound from a bullet fired by the police. 

Human rights defenders 
Human rights defenders continued their efforts to 
protect human nghts despite attacks and threats 
against them. 
e.') Juilo Cesar Plneda Alvarado, an outspoken 
journalist and human rights defender, received 
anonymous threatening calls at hiS home. In April he 
was shot at outSide his house. His wife and two children 
were with him when two men got out of a car and, 
without speaking. one of them put a gun to hiS head and 
shot. He was wounded but the fact that he was weanng 
hiS motorbike helmet saved his life. In May his wife was 
approached and threatened by two men on a bus. An 
investigation into the shooting was Initiated only after 
pressure from the National Commissioner for the 
Protection of Human Rights, but moved extremely 
slowly and by the end of 1000 had reported no findings. 
AI called on the authonues to investigate the threats. to 
bring those responsible to justice and to guarantee 
Jullo Pmeda's safety. 

Children 
In january, 17-year-old Edy Nahum Donalre Ortega was 
killed bya police officer He had been detained for 
alleged theft and held in the police station in San juan 
Antonio de la Cues ta, muniCipality of San jer6nimo, 
department of Comayagua This was in violation of the 
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law which prohibits the detention of minors in adult 
detention centres such as police stations. He escaped 
on hiS way back from being taken before a local judge. 
An officer of the National Preventative Police fired 
what he claimed to have been a ·warningshot� into the 
air. but the bullet severed an artery in Edy Nahum 
Donaire Ortega's leg and he died from loss of blood. The 
officer was arrested on a charge of murder. 

Also in January Francisco javier Esplnoza, a 17-year­
old street child, died in custody after the police faIled to 
prOVide medical attention follOWing a severe beating by 
a bus driver and conductor In Teguclgalpa. They 
suspected Francisco Javler Espinoza had stolen some 
earrings from a passenger and beat him over the head 
with a metal tube. Police offIcers took him into custody 
but he died after receiving no medical attention for 
eight hours, despite profuse bleeding. 
Update 
In the case of Alexander Obando Reyes, shot dead by a 
police officer in Apn1 1999. a warrant was Issued in 
October for the arrest of the police officer suspected of 
being responSible. 

The National Police 
The police force was responsible for human rights 
VIolations. In March. around 100 people whose houses 
had been destroyed by natural disasters staged a 
demonstration against an order to evict them from a 
housing project. At least 10 demonstrators were injured 
when they were violently ejected by the police. Others, 
including children, were overwhelmed by tear gas. 

The Special Human Rights Prosecutor in the Attorney 
General's Office reported allegations against the police 
for human rights Violations Includmg torture. unlawful 
arrest. abuse of authority and murders. The Office 
stated that it had initiated court proceedings agamst 
police officers. 

Amnesty decrees declared unconstitutional 
In June the Supreme Court of JustIce issued ajudgment 
declaring two amnesty decrees unconstitutional. The 
appeal against the amnesty decrees had been filed by 
the Attorney General's Office in January 1999. They 
related to the case of six University students - three 
women and three men -who were arrested Without 
warrant in 1981 by armed men in Civilian clothes. The 
students were taken to a police station and then on to 
an unidentified location where they �disappeared� for 
four days durmg which time they were tortured. Four of 
the students were released on the fourth day, and two 
were charged, but the case was thrown out by the court 
after 18 months. The Supreme Court's decision ordered 
the case against those responsible for the 
�disappearance� and torture to be returned to the First 
Crlmmal Court for further proceedings but no progress 
had been made by the end of 2000. 

In July the Attorney General's Office requested 
clarification. as it considered that the deciSion should 
be applicable toall mil itary personnel suspected of 
human rights violations in the 1980s, especially 
184 ·dlsappearance� cases, and not just one specific 
case. 
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In 1995, 10 military officers were charged with 
attempted murder and illegal detention. The accused 
argued that amnesty decrees 199/87 and 87/91, which 
granted �full. unconditional amnestyW, protected them. 
When arrest warrants were Issued against them, the 
officers went �underground- and some were still In 
hldmg at the end of 2000, 

AI country report 
• Honduras: Human rights violations against children 

(update) (Al lndex: AMR 37/00212000) 
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REPUBLIC OF H UNGARY 
Head of state: Ferene M�dl (replaced Arp�d Gbncz 10 
August) 
Head of government: Vi KtO( Orb� n 
Capital: Budapest 
Population: 10.1 million 
Official language: Hungarian 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

Detention of large numbers of asylum-seekers 
continued; many were reportedly ill·treated. 
Although widely criticized for tolerating racist 
discrimination, particularly against Roma, the 
authorities rejected all appeals for the introduction 
of anti.<fiscrimination legislation. A former police 
officer who publicly criticized his superior was 
threatened with imprisonment 

Il l-treatment of asylum-seekers 
Asylum·seekers continued to be detamed, although in 
smaller numbers than In early 1999. There were 
numerous reports of beatmgs and the arbitrary use of 
CS gas by guards in detention centres, Detainees who 
were ilHreated had little opportunity to file a 
complaint because the detainee population was 
transient and because of fears that lodging a 
complaint could harm their chances of being granted 
asylum or of being transferred from detentIon to a 
refugee reception centre, Former detainees alleged 
that guards frequently hit them with batons if they did 
not stand in a straight queue for dinner. They also 
alleged that guards had sprayed CS gas into detainees' 
faces and Into tOilets when detainees needed to use 
them. 
e A.O., a Kosovan asylum·seeker, was allegedly 
beaten by guards with batons after he climbed a fence 
within the territory of the Nyirbtltor detention centre to 
recover a football.  
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a V.I., a Sri·Lankan asylum·seeker who had 
longstanding injUries to hiS leg and arm, was allegedly 
beaten on the head by a guard In the Nyirbator 
detention centre after he tried to explain that he could 
not comply with an order to take out and clean a 
dustbin because of hiS inJuries. 
a In April Sudanese and liberian asylum·seekers 
were reportedly ilHreated by guards in the 
Balassagyarmat detention centre. 

Roma 
In June the Council of Europe's European Commission 
against Racism and Intolerance noted that �severe 
problems of racism and intolerance continue in 
Hungary", It noted that the Incidence of dlscnmlnation 
towards the Roma continued in all fields of life and 
expressed concern particularly about police ilI­
treatment. However, at a conference where [hiS report 
was discussed by local non·governmental 
organizations, a Ministry of Justice offiCial stated that 
the government did not support proposals for a 
separate anti·dlscrlmlnation act on the grounds that 
eXisting legislation prOVided suffiCient protection 

Police investigations into reported cases of ill· 
treatment of Rom a did not appear to be conducted 
promptly and Impartially 
e In March, In response to concerns about reports of 
Ill· treatment of six young Roma In September 1999 
dUring a raid on their apartment in Budapest, the 
Minister of the Interior claimed that detailed police 
Inquiries at the apartment block on the mornmg of the 
raid resulted in "a well·grounded suspiCion of assault­
allegedly commmed by the young Roma. However, he 
failed to explicitly acknowledge that the report upon 
which the entire police operation had been based was a 
complete fabrication. In November the Minister 
conceded that the execution of the police action had 
been "to our present knowledge, an Infraction of the 
laww• An investigation into the case by the Budapest 
Prosecutor's Office of Invesugatlons was continUing at 
the end of 2000. 

Tibor Karancsi 
Tibor Karancsi, a former police captain from 
Szeghalom, Bekes county, who made public statements 
alleging corruption among the former leadership of 
Szeghalom police, was threatened with up to three 
years' imprisonment. He had been indicted In 
December 1999 by the Szeged Mil itary Prosecutor, 
accused of defaming hiS supenor in a newspaper 
article, and sentenced in November to "being stripped 
of his rank", a decision against which he appealed. In a 
separate case for defamation of the same superior 
officer. Tibor Karancsl's trial was suspended pending 
the outcome of the trial of the complainant who was 
accused of abusing hiS powers by impeding 
investigations into oil smuggling. 

AI country visits 
In March an AI delegate VISited the Nyirb�tor and 
Szombathely detention centres where III·treatment of 
asylum-seekers had been reported in 1999. 
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INDIA 

REPUBLIC O F  INOIA 
Head of state: Kocheril Raman Narayanan 
Head of government: AB. VaJPayee 
Capital: New Delhi 
Population: over 1 billion 
Official language: Hlndi 
Death penalty: ret!_ntlonist 

Human rights violations occurred throughout India, 
with socially and economically disadvantaged 
sections of society continuing to be particularly 
vulnerable. lnter<aste, communal, inter-religious 
and political violence claimed many lives in several 
states including Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal. The 
government's continuing preoccupation with 
national security led it to pursue several initiatives 
for tackling "terrorism" throughout the country, 
including giving increased powers to a police force 
which continued to be identified with torture, 
corruption and other abuses. 

Background 
The Bharatlyajanata Party <BJP)-Ied National 
Democratic Alliance continued in office throughout 
2000 with A.B. Vajpayee as Prime Minister. Armed 
connicts contmued to claim hundreds of lives in Jammu 
and Kashmir and states of the northeast, despite 
apparent moves towards cease-fires and peace talks m 
several states. A cease-fire was announced by the 
armed opposition Hizbul MUjahldeenm Jammu and 
Kashmir at the end of July but collapsed IS days later. A 
further cease-fire for the month of Ramzan was 
announced by the government m November. Killings of 
ciVIlians in the state continued at an alarmingly high 
level despite this and other political initiatives towards 
an end to the connict. Three new states were 
established in northern India during the course of the 
year� Chattisgarh, Jharkhand and Uttaranchal. 

Torture by police and security forces remained endemiC 
in states throughout India. The National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) expressed concern about the 
widespread use of torture. In August It disclosed that 
between 1999 and 2000 it had recorded 1 , 1-43 deaths In 
police and Judicial custody. Figures for the number of 
complaints of torture are not made public, although the 
Chair of the NHRC reportedly indicated that the 
majority of complaints received relate 10 police 
excesses. 

A number of oHicial studies which reported during 
2000 acknowledged the widespread use of torture and 
i ll-treatment and pointed to political influence, broad 
powers of arrest, public approval and inadequate 
methods of Investigation as reasons for the continuing 
practice of torture. DUring conslderauon of India's 
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iniual report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the 
Child, concern was expressed by the Committee about 
reports of rout me ill-treatment, corporal punishment, 
torture, and sexual abuse of children in detention 
facilities. By the end of 2000 India had not yet ratified 
the UN Convention against Torture which it Signed In 
October '997, nor had it invited the UN Special 
Rapporteur on torture to visit the country 

In discussions with oHicials of the government of 
India about measures needed to end torture, AI 
recommended initiatives Including police reform, 
enactment of new legislation and comprehensive 
monitoring mechanisms 
a In Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh in October, a 
2]-year-old dalit{member of a disadvantaged 
community), Peddinti Tlrupalu, was found dead near a 
police station where he had been detained for 
questioning about gambling offences 48 hours earlier 
Police denied a role in his death but relatives claimed 
that he had been severely beaten. Three police officers 
were transferred to other areas and a magisterial 
inquiry was ordered but had not concluded by the end 
of 2000. 

Impunity 
While In a few cases Individual members of the secunty 
forces were brought to justice for human rights 
violations, most violations were committed with 
Impunity. Lack of political will, compromise and 
coercion allowed law enforcement officials to escape 
censure for violating the rights of people who were 
mostly members of underprivileged sections of society 

In areas of armed connict, special legislation 
continued to shield perpetrators from prosecution. A 
cautious welcome was given to an announcement by 
the government of Jammu and Kashmir In October that 
it was establishing judicial inqUIries Into a series of 
inCidents which took place m March and April in which 
scores of Civilians were killed by security forces and 
unidentified gunmen. By the end of 2000 no inquiries 
had begun. Numerous other inCidents remained 
uninvestlgated. In Punjab the establishment of a 
·Peoples Commission", which sought to document 
eVidence of widespread human rights violations In the 
face of the failure of the state to investigate past human 
rights violations, was halted by the High Court on the 
baSIS that it was establishing a parallel judicial system. 
The decision was upheld by [he Supreme Court in May. 

A new one-man CommiSSion of Inquiry was 
established in May to investigate the 1984 riots In Delhi 
which claimed the lives of more than 2,500 people, 
mainly Sikhs. In October the retired judge preSiding 
over the inquiry was reported to have already received 
over 10,000 affidaVits. An earlier inquiry held between 
1985 and 1986 had found 147 police officers gUilty of 
dereliction of duty but proceedings were initiated In 
only around 20 cases. Of more than 700 criminal cases 
filed In connection with the riots, only 10 per cent had 
resulted In conviction. 

In Mumbai, recommendations made by the 
Srikrlshna CommiSSion of Inquiry into riots which took 
place in the city in 1992-199] remained unlmplemented 
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Discrimination 
Despite safeguards In the Constitution and in law, certam 
groups remained particularly vulnerable to human rights 
abuses based on discrimination. Access to justice for 
women, daflrsand others who suffer from social and 
economic discrimination remained problematic. 

[n January, India's mitial report under the UN 
Women's ConventIon was heard by the Committee 
which mOnitors adherence of states parties to the 
Convention. Concern at the level of gender-based 
violence In the country was expressed by the 
Committee, whose recommendations included the 
need for ngorous Implementation of eXisting 
legislation prohibiting such practices as dowry and 
caste-based diSCrimination. 

International attention continued to focus on 
violence agamst Christian minorities but victims of 
apparently state-backed violence in several areas 
Included Muslims. dalits and adlVasls(tnbal people). 
Concerns about discrimination based on religion, 
partlcularly dlrccted at members of the Christian 
community, were heightened by statements made by 
members of right-wing Hindu groups which appeared to 
encourage the use of violence. Anacks on members of 
Christian communities and church property continued. 

Human rights defenders 
Harassment of human rights defenders 10 many parts of 
India continued. In Apnl. AI hosted a meeting of human 
rights defenders from throughout the country which 
concluded by drawing up a set of recommendations for 
the better protection of human rights defenders. The 
recommendations included calls for a review of 
preventive detention provisions used to detain human 
rights defenders taking part in peaceful activities. They 
also called for unhindered access for human rights 
defenders to victims of human rights violations in all 
areas of India. and to International forums outside 
India in order to report on human rights concerns or to 
undergo traming. 
a In GUJarat in August. several hundred people were 
arrested under preventive detention provisions to stop 
them from going to a publiC hearing organized by a 
peoples' organization, the Narmada BachaoAndolan. 
about the human rights impact of the construction of 
dams on the Narmada river. Those detamed included 
individuals facing displacement and seOlor human 
rights activists. They were released after the public 
hearing had taken place. 
a In NovemberT. Puroshonam, JOint Secretary of the 
Andhra Pradesh Civil Liberties Committee. was killed 
and other human rights defenders In the state receIved 
threats. These attacks were believed to be the work of 
former members of an armed group operating with the 
tacit and often active support of state authorities. The 
state government refused to carry out a Judicial Inquiry 
into these incidents. 

Special legislation 
In April the Law CommiSSion of India submitted the 
draft Prevention of Terrorism Bill 2000 to the 
government prior to ItS Introduction to parliament. 

I N O  

PrOVIsions o f  the Bill renected many o f  those found m 
the TerrOrist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act, 
1987 (TADA), which lapsed In 1995. In July the NHRC 
indicated ItS opposition to the Bill on several grounds. 
stating that it would violate International human rights 
standards and lead to human rights violations. 
Although 1t was not introduced to parliament by the 
end of 2000, state governments were reported as 
haVing given it unanimous approval. 

In April AI raised concerns with the authorities 
about the use of the Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety 
Act. The Indian government dismissed clear evidence 
of its abuse and maintained that provisions of the Act 
provide suffiCient safeguards for detamees. leaders 
of the All Parties Hurnet Conference arrested under 
the Act between late August and early November 1999 
were released in April and May. The Indian 
government also dismissed claims that TADA was still 
being used in Jammu and Kashmir to detain people 
retrospectively. despite clear evidence to the 
contrary. 
a The fate of 50 people, including 12 women, detained 
underTADA in Karnataka. some since 1993. received 
national attention after a notoriOus sandalwood 
smuggler kidnapped a veteran film star and listed the 
release of these detatnees as one of his demands. While 
the state governments of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu 
expressed their willingness to drop charges against 
them. the Supreme Court stayed their acquittal despite 
their detention without trial for up to seven years and 
evidence that almost all had been illegally detained and 
tortured after arrest. 

Human rights commissions 
The NHRC submitted recommendations to the 
government of India for amendments to its statute­
the Protection of Human Rights Act 199], These were 
based on the recommendations of the Advisory 
Committee established in 1998. The NHRC's 
recommendations were not made public and by the end 
of 2000 the government had given no indication that it 
was considering amendments to the Act. The NHRC 
continued to indicate ItS frustration at statutory 
limitations on its powers, particularly in relation to 
investigation of allegations of human rights violations 
by armed and paramilitary forces, and the investigation 
of incidents which took place more than a year before a 
complaint was made. 

In RaJasthan the Chairof the State Human Rights 
Commission established in early 2000 resigned after 
four months, complaining that no resources had been 
provided by the government for it to operate. In Uttar 
Pradesh the government had sull not set up a Human 
Rights Commission by the end of 2000 despite a High 
Court order to do so. 

Death penalty 
At least 30 people were sentenced to death in 2000. It 
was not known if  any executions were carried out. The 
government of India does not publish statistical 
information about the implementation of the death 
penalty. 
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At least 60 people remained on death row. 
Legislation to extend the use of the death penalty to 
crimes of rape remained pending. An increasing 
number of human rights organizations continued 10 
campaign against the death penalty and a national 
conference against the death penalty was held in New 
Delhi inJuly 
a In April the semence of death against Nall"i, one of 
the four whose death sentences were upheld by the 
Supreme Court in 1999 In connection with the 
assaSSination of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 
1991, was commuted la life ImprISonment. The 
clemency petitions of the remaining three remained 
pending along with those of several others. 

Abuses by armed groups 
Abuses by armed groups operating in many areas 
continued. including hostage-taking, tOrture and 
deliberate killings of cIvIlians. Hostage-taking, 
mcludmg of children, conunued at an alarming level in 
TrJpura, where in November It was reported that 
members of an armed group had tortured a four-year­
old hostage. In Jammu and Kashmir, civilians continued 
to be targeted for attack. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• India: Persecuted for challengIng injustice - Human 

rights defenders in India (AI Index: ASA 
20/008/2000) 

• IndIa: PunitIve use of preventive detention legislatIon 
In Jammu and Kashm,,(Al lndex: ASA 201010/2000) 

• India: The Preventlon ofTerronsm Bi ll 2000 - Past 
abuses revISited' (AI Index: ASA 201022/2000) 

• India: A traIl of unlawful killings i n Jammu and 
Kashmlr- Chlthislnghpora and its aftermath 
(AI Index: ASA 201024/2000) 

Visits 
AI delegates attended a national seminar for human 
rights activISts in Delhi in April. AI delegates VISited 
RaJasthan and Unar Pradesh In Decemberto research 
human rights violations against women and met senior 
government offiCIals In Delhi to dISCUSS 
recommendations forthe preventIon of torture. 
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REPUBLIC O F  INDONESIA 
Head of state and government: Abdurrahman Wahid 
Capital: Jakarta 
Population: 212 million 
Official language: Bahasa Indonesia 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

Political conflict had a negative impact on the pace 
of reform. Positive initiatives, such as efforts to 
investigate some past violations of human rights, 
were outweighed by a marked deterioration in the 
human rights situation in areas such as Aceh and 
Papua. Hundreds of extrajudicial executions were 
reported. "Oisappearances", torture and arbitrary 
detention were also widespread, particularly in 
areas of opposition to Indonesian rule. Political 
activists and human rights defenders were among 
those subjected to human rights violations, 
including unlawful killings, torture and arbitrary 
detention. Human rights violations by the security 
forces also took place in other contexts including 
land and labour disputes, political demonstrations 
and in areas of religious or ethnic conflict, including 
in the Moluccas. Human rights abuses were 
committed by the armed opposition group Free Aceh 
Movement (CAM). 

Background 
The first full year of democratically elected government 
in IndoneSia in over 40 years was turbulent. Efforts by 
PreSident Wahld to establish clvihan supremacy over 
the armed forces and to consolidate his own position 
were weakened by accusations of corruption. personal 
scandal and political mismanagement. Economic 
problems continued to fuel social unrest. and concerns 
about maintaining Indonesia's terntorial integrity 
preoccupied the authorities. Against this background. 
the process of human rights reform suffered and 
repression was widely used by the police and the 
military. 

legal and judicial reform 
legislation to establish Human Rights Courts was 
adopted by parliament in November. Human Rights 
Courts are intended to hear cases of genocide and 
cnmes against humanity, introducing these crimes into 
Indonesian law for the first time. There is provision 
under the legislation for ad hoc tribunals to be set up (0 
try past cases of gross human rights VIolations. Some 
provisions in the new law were inconsistent with the 
fight to fair trial, and the legislation introduced a 
maximum sentence of death for those convicted of 
crimes Including genocide, murder and torture. 

An amendment to the Constitution was adopted in 
August 2000 which banned the retroactive application 
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of legislation. There was concern that the amendment 
might be used to protect suspected violators of human 
rights from being brought to justice. 

Plans la amend both Ihe Criminal Code and the 
Criminal Procedure Code had not been implemented by 
the end of 2000. Both reqUired Significant changes In 
order to bring them Into line with international fair tnal 
standards. Existing prOVISions within the Code of 
Criminal Procedure which should protect the rights of 
detainees were often not implemented. 

The Independence of the judiciary continued to be 
undermined by corruption and by government 
interference. 

Impunity 
Political resistance together With the weakness of legal 
and judicial institutions continued to obstruct 
investigations and trials of perpetrators of human 
rights Violations. The atmosphere of impumty 
continued to undermine efforts to Improve the human 
rights situation. 

One of five cases of past human rights violations in 
Aceh which had been priorlliZed for investigation 
came to trial in April. One Civilian and 24 members of 
the mil itary were sentenced m ajo101 military/civilian 
court to prison terms of between eight and a half and 
10 years for killing a Muslim clenc, Teungku 
Bantaqiah, and more than 50 of his followers in West 
Aceh in July 1999. The case mdicated a willingness by 
the government to hold perpetrators of human rights 
violations to account, but the trial was considered 
flawed. Among the concerns were that military 
officers with command responsibility were not 
brought to trial. and that some witnesses did not 
testify because they claimed that their security could 
not be guaranteed. None of the four other prioritized 
cases came to trial, nor have thousands of other 
human rights violations which have taken place m 
Aceh been addressed. 

There was little progress in bnnging to justice those 
responsible for crimes, including crimes against 
humanity, in East Timor in 1999. Investigations into five 
cases were completed m October and 23 suspects were 
named, but not indicted by the end of the year. They 
included some senior members of the Indonesian 
military and police, East Timorese government offiCials 
and members of pro-Indonesian militia. The cases were 
expected to be heard in an ad hoc Human Rights Court 
established under the new legislation on Human Rights 
Courts. However, by the end of 2000 such a court had 
not been established. 

No steps were taken to investigate the many h�.mdreds 
of other crimes committed by the Indonesian security 
forces and pro-Indonesian militia in East Timordunng 
1999. These included hundreds of extrajudicial 
executions. torture Including rape, and the fomble 
expulsion of tens of thousands of East Tlmorese. Despite 
the existence of a Memorandum of Understanding on 
legal cooperation signed with the UN TranSitional 
Administration In East Timor (UNTAEn. Indonesia 
refused to allow UNTAET investigators access to 
information and suspects (see East Timor entry). 
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Other investigations did take place. These included 
an IOquiry led by the Nauonal Commission on Human 
Rights (Komnas HAM) into extrajudicial executions and 
�disappearances� which took place In Tanjung Priok, 
Jakarta, in 1984. The inquiry found that 33 people had 
been extrajudicially executed or had �disappeared� On 
the baSIS of the findings, a criminal Investlgauon was 
set up by the Attorney General's Office m November A 
joint police/military team began to investigate a raid on 
the headquarters of the Indonesian Democratic Party 
(PDO in July 1996 which resulted m an unknown 
number of deaths. 

Repression of pro-independence movements 
Despite initiatives by the government to engage in 
dialogue with pro-independence supporters in Aceh 
and Papua, repression was Widely employed against 
members of civilian and armed independence 
movements. 
Ateh 
Police and military operations against the armed 
opposition group Free Aceh Movement (GAM) 
continued throughout 2000. Hundreds of people were 
extrajudicially executed. Some Victims were tortured 
before being killed. Scores of people �dlsappeared� or 
were detained because of their alleged connection with 
GAM. Torture and Ill-treatment were routine in both 
police and military custody and some people died as a 
result of torture. A significant proportion of the victims 
were ordinary civillans, lncluding women, children, 
humanitarian workers, human rights defenders and 
political actiVistS. 
a At least eight GAM suspects were extrajudicially 
executed in Hagu Barat laut village in North Aceh on 18 
May. All were tortured before being killed. One had his 
hands cut off and another body was found with his 
genitals mlssmg. 
a Amnsaldln, a 24-year-old volunteer with an 
humanitarian ol1!anization, Save Emergency for Aceh 
(SEFA), was detamed and tortured by members of the 
Police Mobile Brigade (Brimob) in Meukek Sub-distnct, 
South Aceh, on 5 September. He was punched, kicked, 
slashed with a knife, his pubic, chest and armpit hair 
was burned and he was threatened with death. He was 
released the next day. 
a At least three women were raped and up to seven 
people, Including young girls, were sexually assaulted 
on 7 March in Alue Lhok village, Matangkuli Sub-district, 
North Ateh. A report by the Aceh branch of Komnas 
HAM concluded that the military appeared to be 
responsible and recommended further Investigation. 

GAM was also responsible for human rights abuses In 
Aceh. There were reports of unlawful killings, 
abductions and torture by GAM members against both 
members of the secumy forces and CIVilians. Among the 
victims were suspected military informers and people 
SUSpecled by GAM of being criminals. local 
government offiCials, religious offiCials and 
humanitarian workers were among those subjected to 
threats and Intimidation by GAM. 

An effective cease-fire, known as the Jotnt 
Understanding on a Humanitarian Pause, between the 
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�overnment and GAM was implemented I"June. 
Initially It resulted In a decrease In violations, but 
within weeks the number of reported Incidents rose 
again. The Situation detenorated further towards the 
end of the year including in the run-up to a pro­
Independence rally In Banda Aceh In November 
Operations by the secunty forces to prevent people 
from attendlOg the rally were believed to have resulted 
In the extrajudicial execullon of at least 20 and possibly 
many more people. A number of people iOvolved in 
organizing the rally were detained. One political 
activist, Muhammad Nazar, head of the Information 
Centre for a Referendum on Aceh (SI RA), remained In 
detention at the end of 2000. He was a prisoner of 
conscience 
Papua 
Attempts to respond to mounllng demands for 
Independence in Papua (formerly Inan Jaya) through 
political dialogue were undermined by the actions of 
the security forces. Dialogue contmued and 
conciliatory measures were mtroduced. such as 
changing the name of the provmce and permitting the 
raising of the Papuan nag. r�arded locally as a symbol 
of Independence, However. these-did not prevent f1ag­
raising and other pro-independence protests from 
being forcibly broken up by the secUrity forces. At least 
21 people were killed and dozens injured m the course 
of these operations Detamees. includmg people held 
for the peaceful expression of their views. were 
tortured and ill-treated. Pro-mdependence and pro­
Integration militia groups were established and there 
were reports that they had committed human rights 
abuses. 
� Three people were shot dead and 12 injured when 
police forcibly dispersed a crowd which had gathered to 
raise the Papuan nag outside a church m Sorong on II 
August. Around 10 others were arrested and charged 
wllh attempting to separate the state and possessing 
firearms 
B About 100 people, Including children, were 
arbltranly detained dUring police raids on student 
hostels In Jayapura. apparently m retallallon for the 
killing of two police officers and one secunty guard on 
7 December. Elklus Suhuniab was killed dunng a raid. 
and Johny Karrunggu and Orry Doronggl died as a 
result of torture in police custody. Human rights 
aClivlsts and Journalists were subsequently harassed 
by the police for publiclzmg the violations. 

Refugees and militia 
More than 100.000 East Timorese refugees were still In 
Indonesia at the end of 2000, mostly In West Tlmor 
They had ned or were forcibly expelled to Indonesia by 
pro-Indonesian militia and the Indonesian secUrity 
forces 10 September 1999. Efforts to repatnate the 
refugees were hampered by threats. intimidation and 
physical attacks on refugees by militia m West Tlmor 
Frequent threats and attacks by militia on 
representatives of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) also disrupted the repatriation 
program The program was suspended and all 
Internallonal and many local humanltanan agencies 
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left West Timor after three UNHCR staff were killed by 
militia In Atambua, West Tlmor. on 6 September 

In response to mternatlonal condemnation of the 
attack, the IndoneSian authOrities set up an 
mvestlgatlon mto the killings. Although six suspects 
were arrested, no one had been brought to tnal by the 
end of2000. A process to disarm the mlliuas was also 
established, but some refugees who made their own 
way back to East Tlmor later in the year reported that 
armed militia were stili active 10 West Tlmor UNHCR 
had not returned by the end of 2000. 

Death penalty 
Eight people were sentenced to death. bringmg the 
total number under sentence of death to at least 14. No 
executions took place durmg 2000. The death penalty 
was mtroduced as a maximum sentence for a number of 
crimes under new legislation on Human Rights Courts 

International initiatives 
The report of the International CommiSSion of InqUIry 
{/CO/} on East Tlmor, established by the UN Secretary­
General. was published in January. The 1C01. which had 
vlsiled East Timor and IndoneSia in late 1999. 
roncluded that gross violations of human rights and 
breaches of humanitanan law were perpetrated by pro­
Indonesian militias with the support of the IndoneSian 
military dUring 1999. It recommended that an 
International tribunal on East Timor should be 
established. It also recommended that the voluntary 
return of East Tlmorese refugees in IndoneSia should be 
faCIlitated and that pro-Indonesian mihtia should be 
disarmed 

Followmg the killing of three UNHCR staff in West 
Tlmor in September, the UN Security Council adopted 
Resolution 1319 (2000), in which It iOSISted that the 
Indonesian government should immediately disarm 
and disband the militia, ensure safety and security m 
refugee camps for humanitarian workers and take 
measures to ensure the safe return of refugees to EaSt 
Tlmor A UN Security Council delegation VISited 
IndoneSia In November to reView the progress of the 
authOrities m Implementing the resolution. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Indonesia: Impunity persists In Papua as militia groups 

take root (AI Index: ASA 21 /034/2000) 
• Indonesia: Comments on the draft law on Human 

Rights Tribunals (AI Index: ASA 21 /025/2000) 
• IndoneSia. The Consultative Group on IndoneSia (CGI) 

-A briefing for government members and donor 
agencies (AI Index: ASA 21 1051 12000) 

• Indonesia: A cycle of violence for Aceh's children 
(AI Index: ASA 21 /059/2000) 

• Indonesia The Impact of Impunity on women In Aceh 
(AI Index: ASA 21 /060/2000) 

• IndoneSia: ActiVISts at risk In Aceh (Al l ndex: ASA 
211061 12000) 

Visits 
AI delegates viSited Indonesia, Including Jakarta and 
Aceh. 
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IRAN 

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
leader ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran: Ayatollah Sayed 
'Ali Khamenei 
President: Hojjatoleslam val Mosleml" Sayed 
Mohammad Khataml 
Capital: Tehran 
Population: 67.7 million 
Official language: Farsl (Persian) 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Cnminal Court 

Scores of political prisoners continued to be held; 
among them were prisoners of conscience and others 
sentenced in previous years after unfairtrials. A 
clamp-down on freedom of expression resulted in the 
arbitrary arrest and imprisonment of scores of 
journalists. Reports of torture and ill-treatment 
continued. At least 7 S  people were executed during 
2000; the true number may have been considerably 
higher. 

Background 
Parliamentary elections held in two stages in February 
and April formed the background to the struggle 
concerning freedom of expression and association. The 
elections were decisively won by supporters of 
PreSident Mohammad Khatami. The new authorities set 
out with an ambitious program of social and politICal 
reform although only a few such laws had been passed 
and implemented by the end of the year, 

New parliamentary commissions viSited pnsons and 
critically evaluated pnson conditions, dealt with Judicial 
reform and addressed Implementation of constllUuonal 
guarantees concerning freedom of expression. 

The Press Law, passed in April by the prevIous 
parliament, introduced harsh measures that were used 
to limit freedom of expression, In August. new depuues 
introduced legislation to reform the Press law, but the 
reform was halted by an unprecedented intervention 
into parliamentary arrairs by the Leader. 

Scores of people were arrested and injured In 
prOVincial centres thoughout the year during Civil 
unrest over social conditions. poliCing and the 
allocation of resources. 

Student demonstrations occurred throughout the 
year. In Tehran. Tabriz and elsewhere, scores of 
students commemorated the anmversary of the July 
1999 demonstrations In Tehran, while in Khorramabad, 
Lorestan, In August, twO well-known reformist 
theologians were prevented from addressing a 
conference organized by a student group. Dozens of 
people were reportedly Injured and arrested in the 
disturbances which followed, Many Investigations 
ensued, including by parliament and the National 
Security CounCil. which indicated that actions by 
Revolutionary Guard offiCials and Baslj(Mobllization) 
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forces. among others, precipitated the unrest and 
InJunes 

The People's MuJahldeen of Iran (PMOJ) continued to 
undertake military operations againSt the authontles, 
including a mortar attack In February targetmg offices 
of the security forces In Tehran which reportedly 
Injured a number of CIVIlians 

Freedom of expression 
In an unprecedented clampdown on freedom of 
expression and association. at least 14Journallsts, 
writers and human nghts defenders were questioned, 
detained and tried; some were tortured At least 12 were 
imprisoned, usually after unfaIr trials. These abuses 
occurred as a result of complaints filed by indiViduals 
and state boehes, often under the control of the Leader. 
which frequently led to legal action againstjournalisls 
and commentators_ These and other people were tned 
on the basis of vaguely worded laws before 
Revolutionary Courts and the Special Court for the 
Clergy. where procedures often fall far short of 
international standards for fair trial. They were 
pnsoners of conscience. At least )o pubhcatlons, the 
majOrity supportive of reformist groups. were closed or 
suspended by JudiCial order. 

Newspaper articles about the use of the death 
penalty resulted In the Impnsonment of two people. 
LatlfSafan, pubhsherof Neshat(HappLOess), was 
sentenced to two-and-a-half years' Imprisonment In 
Apnl. In October, the sentence of Emaddodin Baqi of 
the newspaper Farh(Vlctory). was reduced from seven 
to three years on appeal. He had been detained In May 
and was not freed dunng his appeal 

Wmers who addressed political and social reform or 
who were critical of the actions of political leaders 
were often detaLOed. tried and ImpriSoned, frequently 
on vaguely worded charges 
a In August, journalists Ahmad Zeydabadi of 
Hamshahri(Cluzen), Mohammad Ouchani of Asr-e 
Azadegan(Era of the Free). and Massoud Behnoud of 
Gunagun (Vanety) were detaLOed by the State 
Employees Court. Mohammad Ouchanl was released on 
ball in September pending trial. and Massoud Behnoud 
was released on bail in December. Ahmad Zeydabadl 
continued to be held. By the end of the year their tnals 
had not taken place 
a In November, the managLOg editors of Abrar(The 
Righteous) were tried for �spreadLOg lies· and other 
charges. In December the managing editor of Ya Lesaral 
al-Hosseinwas tried in the Press Court. The outcome of 
these trials was not known at the end of the year 
a Mahmud Salehl, a trade umon leader, was 
reportedly Imprisoned in Saqqez for six months in 
August In  connection With trade union activitIes. 

The Berlin Conference 
An academiC conference held in Berlin In Apnl, In which 
17 lranlan intellectuals participated. was dIsrupted by 
exiled Iranian political groups. The conference was 
filmed by Iran's state broadcast LOg company and shown 
In Iran, where it caused controversy, On return to Iran, 
the participantS were summoned for questioning, some 
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were detamed, often for prolonged periods. and In 
October and November participants and translators of 
conference papers were put on tnal (or their 
Involvement with the conference_ They faced serious 
but vaguely worded charges concernmg -national 
secUrity·, ·propaganda against the state" and "insulting 
Islam" By the end of the year. no verdicts had been 
announced. but the eVidence used in the trials included 
discourses they had delivered in Berlin, which were 
legally published and available in Iran 
a Journalist Akbar GanJi was detained on 22 April. He 
was held in solitary confinement for much of the 
approximately [90 days he was held prior to his trial in 
November, when he stated he was beaten in prison 
B lawyer Mehranglz Kar and publisher Shahla Lahijl 
- both defenders of women's nghts -and All Afshari. a 
student leader, were all detained without charge for 
over two months. In November Mehrangiz Kar was 
denied permission to seek medical treatment abroad 
for cancer. 
a Researcher HOJjatoleslam Hasan Yousefi Eshkevari 
was arrested after his return from Europe on 5 August 
In October he was convicted after an unfair trial by the 
SpeCial Court for the Clergy. He faced vague charges 
relatmg to "national securit(, defamation, heresy. and 
betng at war with God and corrupt on earth. which are 
pUnishable by death. By the end of the year. his 
sentence had not been made known. 
a In December Ali Afshari and Ezzatollah Sahabl were 
rearrested. Still in detention at the end of the year. they 
were denied the opportunity to see their family and 
lawyers 

Unfair trials 
Deeply nawed tnal procedures, especially In 
Revolutionary Courts and the Special Court for the 
Clergy. continued. 
a On [july. the Shlraz Revolutionary Court sentenced 
10 Iranianjews to between three and 13 years' 
Imprisonment on charges relattng to spying. Three men 
were acquitted. Despite repeated public assurances by 
the authorities that they would be given a fair trial. 
proceedings took place In secret and fell far short of 
international standards for fair trial. The prison 
sentences for the 10 were reduced to between twO and 
nine years on appeal 

There were continued reports that scores. possibly 
hundreds. of political pnsoners. mcludtng prisoners of 
conscience sentenced after unfair trials In prevIous 
years, COntinued to be held. Scores of students 
detained follOWing demonstrations mjuly 1999, 
includtng those associated With banned or tolerated 
secular political parties. continued 10 be held 
throughout the country 
a In December, pnsoner of conscience and former 
Deputy Prime M inister 'Abbas Amir Entezam. aged 68, 
was rearrested and ordered to sign a confession. His 
refusal to do so resulted in his renewed imprisonment. 

Torture/ ,1I·treatment 
Torture and il l-treatment, Including the judicial 
punishments of nogging and amputation. continued. 
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a Akbar Mohammadl and Ahmad Batebi were 
IOrtured in the Towhlddetention centre. Towhid, 
administered by the Ministry of Intelligence, was 
closed in August 2000 by order of the Judiciary, Akbar 
Mohammadi stated that his feet were whipped With 
metal cables and that he was suspended by his limbs 
and repeatedly beaten. Ahmad Batebl stated that he 
had been beaten while blindfolded and bound. and 
ordered to sign a confeSSion, He reportedly wrote that 
his head was plunged into a drain full of excrement and 
held under, forcing him to inhale excrement through his 
nose and into his mouth. The two men were sentenced 
10 15 and 10 years' imprisonment respectively. 

There were continued reports of psychological 
torture Including death threats, No investigation Into 
any allegations of torture- such as those made by 
journalist Akbar Ganji, who stated in court In 
November that he had been tortured by prison offjclals 
at EVin -was known to have been undertaken, 

At leaSt 49 floggings were reported. many for 
-depraved dancing", and 10 amputations, often in 
connection with theft. However, the true number may 
have been considerably higher. 

Human rights defenders 
Following a closed tnal that ended in September, Shirin 
Ebadi and Mohsen Rahaml. human nghts defenders and 
lawyers. received suspended sentences and five years' 
suspension from practising law in connection With the 
production and dlstnbution of the vldeotaped 
·confessions· of Amir Farshad Ebrahimi. His videotaped 
testimony included statements concerning his former 
group. Ansar-e Hezbol'ah(Partlsans of the Parry of 
God), and how the group was instructed to break up 
publlc meet lOgs and beat up reformist activists, He was 
sentenced to two years' imprisonment for spreading 
hes and was believed to be held in conditions 
amounting to cruel and inhuman punishment. 

The 'Serial Murders' and impunity 
In December, the trial began of 18 individuals. including 
former senior Ministry of Intelligence officials, charged 
in connection with their alleged Involvement with the 
murder of two politicians and two wnters In 1998, These 
cases. which form part of the "Serial Murders" cases. 
were tried In the Tehran Military Court behind closed 
doors. allegedly for ·secunty reasons". The speCific 
charges against the accused were not known. At the start 
of the trial, only five defendants. said to be the main 
perpetrators of the killings, were in custody, while 
others, suspected accomplices. were free on bail. By 31 
December. one of the defendants. Mostafa Kazemi, had 
reportedly confessed to having ordered the killings. It 
was not known where and under what circumstances this 
confeSSion was made, Shlrin Ebadi (see above). a lawyer 
represenUngoneof the victims' families. had earlier 
stated that the judiciary had not given her access to the 
case files and in December. a lawyer for the familles of 
the two writers, NasserZarafshan. was detained for 
suggesting that other unsolved murders formed part of 
thecaseand should be Investigated and tried 
Simultaneously, Theverdlcts were expected in January, 
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In July, Brigadier General Farhad Nazan and ,8 
officials of the law Enforcement Forces were acquitted 
bya military court of disobeying Mlnistryof the Intenor 
orders in connection with a raid on student dormitones 
durmg the July 1999 student demonstrations. Students 
mjured In the raid, represented by Mohsen Rahami (see 
above), were, however, compensated by the same 
court. 

Death penalty 
At least 75 executions were reported and 16 death 
sentences imposed, often in connection with murder 
charges. However, the true number may have been 
considerably higher. Death sentences passed after the 
unfair tnals of Akbar Mohammadi, Ahmad Batebl and 
two other students detained following the student 
demonstrations In July 1999- Mehrdad Sohrabi and 
Abbas Deldar -were commuted on ]o April. 

Intergovernmental organizations 
In February, the UN General Assembly expressed ItS 
concern that since 1996 no invitation to ViSit the 
country had been extended by the authoritieS to the 
Special Representative on the human rights sttuatlon in 
Iran. The General Assembly also expressed senous 
concern at the Mapparent absence of respect for 
internationally recognized safeguards, the use of 
national security laws as a basis for derogating from the 
rights of the individual, cases of torture and cruel. 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment as well 
as the failure to meet international standards in the 
administration of justiceM, along with the restnctions 
on freedom of expression, opinion, thought and the 
press. 

In May, in Its concluding observations to Iran's 
report on Implementation of the UN Children's 
Convention, the monitoring committee expressed 
concern at Iran's reservations to the Convention and 
recommended that Iran review legislation concerning 
the age of majority to bring it in line with the 
Convention. It expressed serious concern that the right 
to life of a person under 18 is not guaranteed and that 
children can be subjected to a vanety of types of cruel, 
inhuman and degrading treatment and pUnishment. 

AI cou ntry statement 
• Iran: Open letter from Amnesty International to 

members of the Sixth Majles-e Shoura-ye Eslami 
(parliament) (AI Index: MDE 13/018/2000) 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ 
Head of state and government: Saddam Hussaln 
Capital: Baghdad 
Population: 23.1 million 
Official language: ArabIC 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 

Hundreds of people, among them political prisoners 
including possible prisoners of conscience, were 
executed. Hundreds of suspected political 
opponents, including army officers suspected of 
planning to overthrow the government, were 
arrested and their fate and whereabouts remained 
unknown. Torture and il l-treatment were widespread 
and new punishments, including beheading and the 
amputation of the tongue, were reportedly 
introduced. Non-Arabs, mostly Kurds, continued to 
be forcibly expelled from their homes in the Kirkuk 
area to Iraqi Kurdistan. 

Background 
Continuing economic sanctions, Imposed by UN Security 
Council resolutions following Iraq's Invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990, contributed to a deteriorating economic and 
humanitarian situation. Many governments and non­
governmental organizations cntlcized the sanctions. In 
February, two senior UN officials, the head of the 
humanitarian program in Iraq and the head of the World 
Food Programme tn Iraq, resigned over concerns about 
their impact. From August until the end of the year many 
countries, Includtng France and the RUSSian Federation, 
sent nights carrying humamtarian aid to Iraq, in most 
cases with the approval of the UN Security Council 
Sanctions Committee. 

The government of Iraq continued to reject UN 
Resolution 1284, adopted In December 1999. This 
established a new arms Inspection body, the UN 
Monitonng, Verification and Inspection Commission 
(UNMOVIC). and provided for the lifting of sanctions if 
the government allowed arms inspections to be 
renewed . 

Air strikes by US and United Kingdom (UK) forces 
against Iraqi targets continued, reportedly resulting In 
further CIVilian deaths. According to Iraqi government 
figures, around ]oo people have been killed since the 
air strikes began in December 1998. 

In March a new parliament was elected. All 165 
candidates of the ruling Ba'ath Party were elected, 
including 'Uday Saddam HUSsalO, the PreSident's eldest 
son. The remaining 55 seats were won by pro­
government independent candidates and a further ]o 
deputies were appointed by the government to 
represent Iraqi Kurdistan, two provinces in northern 
Iraq ruled by Kurdish political parties and which are not 
under central government control 

In April the UN Commission on Human Rights 
adopted a resolution condemning the Msystematic, 
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widespread and extremely grave violations of human 
rights and international humanitarian law by the 
Government of Iraq� and extended for a further year 
the mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur on Iraq 

Death penalty 
The large-scale application of the death penalty 
continued. Hundreds of people, mcluding possible 
prisoners of conSCience, were executed. The VIWrns 
Included army oHicers suspected of having IlOks with 
the Iraqi opposition abroad or plotting to overthrow 
the government and Sh.'a Mushms suspected of anti· 
government aCtiVities, In many cases it was impossible 
to determine whether the executions were Judicial or 
extraJudicial. given the secrecy surrounding them. 
a In February, )8 Republican Guard officers were 
executed. They were arrested In January, reportedly 
after a failed attempt to assassinate the President 
Those executed Included General 'Abd al-Karim 
Hussaln al-Dulalml, head of the Republican Guard's 
second bngade. 
a AJordanian national, Dawud Salman al-Dallu, was 
executed In Abu Ghraib Prison in Baghdad In June after 
being convicted of espionage. He had been detained 
since 199), The date and details of his trial were not 
known. 
a Seven employees at the government's Central 
Computer Department were executed in July on charges 
of treason. They reportedly imported a computer 
system that could be used to send data abroad 
a 'All Hassan, 'All Kamal, Hamld Na'lm, all officers In 
the Republican Guard and onglnally from southern 
Iraq, were arrested in Baghdad In January, reportedly 
on suspicion of contact With an Iraqi opposition group 
abroad. They were sentenced to death and executed by 
firing squad in September 

Extrajudicial executions 
In October dozens of women accused of prostitution 
were beheaded Without any judicial process in Baghdad 
and other CIties. Men suspected of procurement were 
also beheaded. The kill ings were reportedly carned out 
In the presence of representatives of the Ba'ath Party 
and the Iraqi Women's General Union Members of 
Feda 'iyye Saddam, a militia created in 1994 by 'Uday 
Saddam Hussain, used swords to execute the victims in 
front of their homes. Some Victims were reportedly 
killed for political reasons 
a Dr NaJat Mohammad Haydar, an obstetrician in 
Baghdad, was beheaded in October after being accused 
of prostitution. However, she was reportedly arrested 
before the mtroduction of the policy to behead 
prostitutes and was said to have been cntical of 
corruption within the health services. 
e In October several women were beheaded in 
Mosul ln northern Iraq. They included Fatlma 'Abdallah 
'Abd al-Rahman, Shadya Shaker Mahmoud and Iman 
Oassem Ahmad 

Torture/ ill·treatment 
Political pnsonersand detainees were subjected to 
brutal forms of torture. The bociles of many of those 

1 32 

executed had VISible signs of torture, including the 
gougmg out of the eyes, when they were returned to their 
families. Common methods of phYSical torture Included 
electrtc shocks or cigarette burns to various parts of the 
body, pulling out of fingernails, rape, long periods of 
suspension by the limbs, beating With cables, {alaqa 
(beallngon the soles of the feed and pierCing of hands 
With an electriC drill_ Psychological torture Included 
threats to arrest and harm relatives of the detainee or to 
rape a female relative in front of the detainee, mock 
executions and long pertods in solitary confinement 
a In June Najlb al-Sahhi. a former army general who 
fled Iraq in 1995 andjomed the Iraqi OPPOSition. was 
sent a vldeotape shOWing the rape of a female relative 
Shortly afterwards he reportedly receIved a telephone 
call from the IraqI intelligenceservice. asking him 
whether he had received the gift and informing him that 
hiS relauve was in their custody. 

Amputation of the tongue was reportedly approved by 
the authorities In rnld-20ooas a new penalty for slander 
or abUSive remarks about the President or his family. 
a In September a man reportedly had hiS tongue 
amputated by members of Feda'iyye Saddam in 
Baghdad for slandering the PreSIdent. He was said to 
have been driven around after the punishment while 
information about hIS alleged offence was broadcast 
through a loudspeaker. 

Arrests of suspected political opponents 
During the year hundreds of people were arrested; 
their fate and whereabouts remained unknown. Those 
targeted included Shl'a Muslims suspected of antl­
government activities and army officers accused of 
links with opposition groups abroad or planning to 
overthrow the government. 
a At least 42 Republican Guard officers were arrested 
In April, reportedly In connection with an attempt to 
overthrow the government. Among them were Colonel 
Hashim Jassem Majid, Colonel Falah ai-Din Yusuf and 
Lieutenant-Colonel 'All Soltan Mohammad. 
a In October scores ofShi'a Muslim religious activists 
were arrested In Baghdad. They included al-Shaikh 
Khaled Hassan al-Dulalmi, al-Shalkh Mas'ud Hamam 
'Abdallah and Sa'ad Mahmoud al-'Ani 

Forcible expUlsion of non-Arabs 
Non-Arabs in the Kirkuk region. mainly Kurds but also 
Turkmen and Assyrtans. conttnued to be expelled to 
Iraqi Kurdlstan. Thousands have been deported In 
recent years because of their ethnlc ongln and Kirkuk's 
strategIc location and oil resources. The government 
encouraged Arabs liVIng In government-controlled 
areas to move to Kirkuk. and allocated land confiscated 
from deportees to securny personnel. 
Cl In October, 78 members of 10 families were 
expelled to the area controlled by the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK). One member of each family was 
detained until the deportation was completed. 

Iraqi Kurdistan 
At the end of 1999a new regIonal government in the 
area controlled by the Kurdlstan Democratic Party 
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(KDP) included members of four other pohtical parties. 
In February, in the area controlled by the PUK. the PUK 
contested municipal elections with 12 other political 
groups, winning control of 53 out of 58 councils while 
the remaining fjve were taken by Islamist parties, 

The 1997 cease-fire between the KDP and the ?UK 
remained m force. In February the two parties 
recommitted themselves to the Implementation of the 
1998 Washmgton peace agreement. The KO? released 
11 PUK prisoners of war in February and allowed 30 pro­
PUK families to return to PUK-controlled Kurdistan. In 
September the KO? agreed to withdraw Its mlhuas from 
towns under Its control. In November both parties 
agreed to allow the free movement of citllens and the 
free circulation of primed materials 

However, dissidents were believed responsible for at 
least a dozen bomb attacks on civilian ta�ets during 
the year in both areas of Kurdistan. Injune, 20 people 
were reportedly injured when a car bomb exploded m 
Sulaymania, In November, SIX people were killed and 17 
injured in an explosion in Arbll 

Clashes between forces of the two ruling parties and 
members of the Kurdish Workers' Party (PKK) left 
scores dead. including between KDP forces and PKK 
rebels in july and between PUK and PKK forces in 
September and October when dozens reportedly died 

In March thousands ofTurkish government troops 
entered Iraqi Kurdtstan in purSUit of PKK forces. In 
August air strikes targetmg the PKK resulted In 38 
civilians killed and 11 injured. The Turkish authorities 
reportedly launched an investigation and paid 
compensation to the victims. 
Arrests of political opponents 
Politically motivated arrests continued. 
a Students who set up an independent UOlon, the 
Free Students and Youth Union, in 1999 were 
reportedly targeted for arrest m the area controlled by 
the PUK. Of 1 1  students arrested in january, nine were 
released days or weeks afterwards. It was not known 
whether the remaining two. Hussaln Alek Ahmad and 
Khaled Khid" Babeker. were stili held at the end of 
2000. 
B In March, five people reportedly appeared on 
television in the KDP-controlled area and confessed to 
their involvement in bomb attacks and killings since 
1997. Four of them were said to be members of the 
Islamic Movement in Iraqi Kurdlstan. Their fate was 
unknown. 
a In July the authorities in PUK-controlled 
Sulaymania brieny detained scores of people, including 
supporters of the Iraqi Workers' Communist Party 
Owep) and the Independent Women's Organization 
OWO). They had protested against orders to cease their 
activities and the cutting of their electricity and water 
supplies. The PUK informed AI that political party 
headquarters were moved out of residential areas as a 
safety measure against their becoming targets of armed 
opposition groups. 
a Also in July. PUK security forces arrested women 
sheltering at an IWO refuge in Sulaymanta for women 
abused by their relatives and closed the refuge. Most 
were released In the days following but the 
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whereabouts of 12 women and five children, who had 
been al the refuge and were feared arrested. remained 
unknown at the end of the year 
a In October Hiwa Ahmad. a leading IWCP member, 
was arrested m Sulaymania by members of the PUK 
security service, Dezgay Zanyari. At the end of 2000 his 
whereabouts were still unknown. 
Political killings 
Reports of political killings contmued to be received 
a In Arbll, in KDP-controlled Iraqi Kurdistan. Slrblt 
Mahmud. leader of the Democratic Natlonallst UOIon of 
Kurdistan, and Osman Hassan. a parliamentary deputy. 
were killed by unidentified gunmen InJune and July 
respectively 
a Four IWCP members-'Abdul Basit Muhsin, 
Mohammad Mustafa, Ibrahim Mohammad Rostam and 
Hawri latif -and Omid Nlkbin. a member of the 
oppoSltiOn Iranian Workers' Communist Party. were 
killed by PUK secumy forces In July. The PUK said that 
their car had failed to stop at a checkpoint, that they 
had shot and Injured two people. and that they were 
shot dead when the security forces returned fire. No 
information about an investigation announced by the 
PUK was availableat the end of 2000. 

Communications with the government and the 
Kurdish authorities 
AI raised specific concerns with the IraqI government 
and leaders of the KDP and PUK. In january the Iraqi 
government CritiCized AI's poSition on sanctions and 
for not condemnmg US and UK air strikes strongly 
enough. but did not address specifically AI's concerns 
detailed in a 1999 report. In a letter to AI in September. 
the government said It could Identify only one 
individual from the victims cited in the Amnesty 
International Report 2000 and that the person was 
livmg in Syria 

1 33 



I R E  

IRELAND 

IRELAND 
Head of state: Mary MeAleese 
Head of government: Bertle Ahern 
Capital: Dublin 
Population: 3.7 million 
Offidal languages: Insh, EnglISh 
Death penalty: abolItionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Convention 
against Racism; Optional Protocol to the UN Children's 
Convention on the Involvement of children in armed con­
flid;_o.�tional Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

There were delays in implementing some 
undertakings a rising from the 1998 Multi-Party 
Agreement The amended Refugee Act undermines 
the fundamental rightof people fleeing serious 
human rights violations to seek asylum. 

Human rights aspects of the Multi-Party 
Agreement 
On ]1 May the President signed the Human Rights 
Commission Bill into law, and shortly afterwards t"e 
President of the Commission was appointed. By the end 
of 1000 the Commission had not yet started to function. 
The Commission will have powers to scrutinize 
upcoming 1�lslatlon, to conduct inquiries into human 
rights abuses and to take cases to court on behalf of 
individuals and groups. 

The Irish government failed to produce 1�lslation 
which would bring Into effect Its commitment under the 
1998 Multi-Party Agreement to incorporate the 
European Convention on Human Rights Into Irish law 
and to ·ensure at least equivalent level of protection of 
human rights as will pertain In Northern Ireland"_ AI 
was concerned that In favouring an "interpretative" 
Incorporation of the Convention, the Irish government 
fell short of meeting its requirements under the 
Agreement, as thiS would not prOVide people with full 
access to the rights In the Convention 

The ReView of the Offences Against the State Act(s), 
which was set up by the government as part of its 
undertakings under the Multi-Party Agreement, had 
still not reported its findings by the end of 2000. AI had 
presented a detailed submiSSion about its concerns to 
the Review group in October 1999. 

Shootings by the security forces 
Investigations into disputed killings, which consist of 
police officers investigating actions taken by other 
police officers, cannot be considered independent, In 
addition, the current Inquest procedure does not 
satisfy international standards which require a 
mechanism for public scrutiny of the legality of actions 
by government agents. The Victims' families are 
severely disadvantaged: their lawyers are not provided 
with full autopsy statements, full forensic eVidence or 
complete witness statements before the inquest. This 
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hampers the families from effectively challenging the 
offiCial version. All these documents are available 10 
the Garda (police). Furthermore, legal aid is not 
available to the victims' families 10 pay for legal 
assistance and independent expert advice. 
a John Carthy was shot dead In April 2000 arter he 
had barricaded himself for 25 hours In hiS home, which 
was surrounded by dozens of police officers. John 
Carthy was reportedly suffering from depreSSion and 
questions were raised concerning the police handling 
of the inCident, including why hiS request 10 speak 10 
his solicitor was not met and whether the force used by 
the police was excessive In the Circumstances. John 
Carthy was the third person to be killed in recent years 
by police officers from the Emergency Response Unit 
(ERU), a specially tramed and heavily armed response 
unit. An mquest into his death took place in October 
The jury limited Itself to a finding of death caused by 
bemg shot, having declined to Issue a verdict on the 
circumstances, or any riders. AI beheves that only an 
independent public inquiry could answer the questions 
that remamed unanswered after the mquest. 
a A Supreme Court ruling concerning the inquest mto 
the killing by the ERU of John MorrIS (who was killed ,n 
June [997) upheld In July the coroner's deCision to allow 
officers from the ERU to testify anonymously and from 
behind a screen. and to deny the family's lawyer access 
to the full forensic evidence, Including information 
concerning the Identity of the flrearm(s) used in the 
fatal shooting, 
G Officers from the ERU were also Involved in the 
shooting of R6nan MacLochlalnn m May 1998. His 
inquest had not taken place by the end of 2000. 

I ll-treatment 
There were continued reports of i ll-treatment by 
police. Ai was concerned that the government did not 
ensure adequate safeguards against Ill-treatment, 
including prOVisions against incommunicado 
detention, for effective legal assistance, and for an 
effective complaints mechanism. Many people allegmg 
Ill-treatment stated that they had no confidence in the 
complamts procedure, m particular If the Investigating 
officers came from the same police force allegedly 
involved in the misconduct. AI was also concerned that 
people detained for criminal matters were not entitled 
to access to legal counsel during police questioning. 
and that there was no provision for I�al aid for lawyers 
to attend police stations, AI called for audio- and video­
recording of police interviews with detainees to be 
introduced. 

The UN Human Rights Committee 
In July the UN Human Rights Committee examined 
Ireland's second periodic report under the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
The Committee expressed concerns about the 
contmued operation of the Special Crimmal Court. the 
lack of mdependent investigations of complaints 
against the Gardaand the treatment of prisoners. AI 
had raised a number of these Issues in its bnefmg to the 
Committee, 
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Refugees and discrimination 
The Refugee Act of [996 finally came into force in 
November. However, Its amended version denies 
fundamental nghts to people neelOg torture. AI 
expressed concern that the legislation was nawed 
because of Inadequate legal safeguards, including an 
Ineffective appeal system I n  accelerated asylum 
procedures. This concern was heightened by the 
dramatic increase In the number of asylum claims being 
rushed through such procedures. AI was also 
concerned about the provision for detention of asylum· 
seekers in the Refugee Act. Increased powers of 
detention were Introduced by the Illegal Immigrants 
(Trafficking) Bill 2ooa. 

The Equal Status Act. which was brought into force in 
OClOber. outlaws discrimination by those provIding 
both public and private services and is designed to 
combat discrimination on nine grounds: gender, race, 
religion, age, sexuality, disability, membership of the 
Traveller community and family and mamal status 

AI country report 
• Ireland: Briefing to the UN Human Rights Committee 

on human rights concerns (AI Index: EUR 
29/001/2000) 

ISRAEL AND 

THE OCC U PIED 

TERRITORI ES 

STATE OF  ISRAEL 
Head of state: Moshe Katzav (replaced EzerWeizman In 
July) 
Head of government: Ehud Barak 
Official languages: Hebrew, Arabic 
Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court 

More than 300 Palestinians were killed by the Israeli 
security forces; most were unlawfully killed during 
the new Intifada (uprising). More than 2,500 
Palestinians and Israelis were arrested for political 
reasons. Scores of detainees were ill-treated. At least 
25 Palestinians were held in administrative 
detention. All Lebanese nationals held in the Khiam 
detention centre in southern Lebanon under Israeli 
occupation were released. Hundreds of Palestinians 
from the Occupied Territories were tried before 
military courts in trials whose procedures fell short of 
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international standards. Houses in the Occupied 
Territories continued to be demolished as a result of 
a discriminatory policy which denied most 
Palestinians building permits. 

Background 
The military connict in Lebanon between the Israel 
Defence Forces (lDF) and Its proxy militia the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) on the one hand and Hizbullah on 
the other contmued until May when Israel withdrew its 
forces from south Lebanon. 

Palestinians m the Occupied Territories continued to 
be almost invariably barred from travel to Jerusalem or 
elsewhere outside area A. which was under security and 
civil control of the Palestinian Authority (PA), and Area 
B, which was under security control of Israel and ciVil 
control of the PA DUring periods of tension Israeli 
barriers were consistently erected separating Area ( 
from Areas A and B and also between Area A and Area B 

Negotiations between Israel and the Palestine 
Liberallon Organization {PLO} resumed InJulyat (amp 
Davld in the USA, broke down in October followlOg the 
outbreak of the Intifadaand resumed in December (see 
also PalestlOian AuthorLty entry). 

The Intifada 
On 29 September Israeli police usmg excessive force 
killed five Palestinians and injured more than 200 
others at the al-Aqsa Mosque precinct InJerusalem. The 
shooting sparked daily demonstrations and riots In 
Israel and the Occupied TerritOries which were 
contmulng at the end of the year 

Israeli security services killed at least 300 and 
wounded more than 10,000 Palestinians. The majority of 
those killed and wounded were demonstrators throwing 
stones or usingslmgs; at least 100 of those killed were 
children under 18. The Israeli police, border police, 
special patrol force and IDF used excessive lethal force, 
firmg rubber-coated metal bullets and live ammunilLon 
Including high-velOCity bullets at demonstrators. Some 
Palestinians were deliberately targeted and 
extrajudicially executed. The Israeli airforce and the 
navy used heavy weaponry. Including helicopter 
gunships, tanks and naval vessels. to shell randomly 
Palestinian areas from where armed Palestimans had 
opened fire. They also used heavy weaponry toconduct 
punitive raids against PA faCIlities 

Armed Palestinians. Including members of the 
tanzlmar- PalestiOlan paramilitary groups linked to 
Farah, the predominant group in the PLO-carrtedout 
attacks on Israeli soldiers and CIVilians in the Occupied 
Territories. A number of gunbanles took place between 
the IDF and PalestiOlan security services or 
paramilitary groups. Palestinian armed opposition 
groups such as Islamicj,hadalso placed bombs which 
killed six Israeli clvJiians. Israeli settlers were reported 
to have killed six Palestinian civilians, 
a Eleven-year-old Saml Abu Jazzar was shot dead 
during a stone-throwmg demonstration m Rafah, Gaza 
Strip. In October by Israeli soldiers who were based in a 
blockhouse 100 metres away and who were not in 
danger at the time. 
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a Hussein 'Abayat. a local leader o f  the ranZlmal, was 
extrajudicially executed In Ben Sahur in the West Bank 
by a shell launched from an Israeli helicopter gunship 
which kilted two women standing near his van and 
injured nme others. An IOF spokesperson admitted that 
Hussein 'Abayat had been targeted, allegedly because 
he was gOIng to launch an attack on Gllo settlement 
a Two Israeli civlhans were killed in a bomb attack 
near Jerusalem's Mahan Yehuda market on 2 November. 
Islamicjlhadclaimed responsibility for the attack. 

At a summit In Sharm al·Shalkh In October, Israel and 
the PA agreed that a fact·rindmg commission should 
study the causes of the violence and report back to the 
US government. The commission started work in 
November. At a speCial session in October the UN 
Commission on Human Rights set up a Commission of 
Inquiry into the violations of human rights in Israel and 
the Occupied Terntorles, In November the Israeli 
government set up a Judicial Commission of Inquiry to 
investigate "clashes with the security forces in which 
Arab and JeWish Israeli citizens were killed and 
wounded" 

Arrests 
More than 2.000 people. the vast majonty Palestinians, 
were arrested during the year, mostly on charges 
involving political violence. At least 900 Palestinians 
from Israel or EastJerusalem and 300 Jewish Citizens of 
Israel were arrested during the Inllfadaand charged 
with offences such as stone-throwing; many were 
mmors. Arrests were often carned out at night by large 
numbers of armed secUrity force personnel. Some of 
those arrested reported that they were beaten or 
kicked Immediately after arrest. 

FollOWing a Supreme Court decision in October, ball 
was consistently refused to those arrested; in 
November the decision was modified allowing some 
detamees to be released on bail. 

Scores of Palestinians from EastJerusalem with 
residency rights In Israel arrested after 29 September 
were charged under Military Order 378. preViously only 
applied to Palesunlans living m the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Scores of Palestmlans from the West Bank and Gaza 
were arrested during the year at Israeli blockades. At 
least 600 Palestinians were arrested during the last 
three months of the year from Areas B and C and held In 
prolonged incommunicado detention for days or weeks 
before bemg charged under Emergency Regulations 
dating from the British mandate or Israeli Military 
Orders 

Administrative detention 
The number of Palestinian admimstratlve detainees. 
which had decreased to four by September, rose to 12 by 
the end of the year They were held Without charge or 
trial or any right to full appeal. 

In April the HIgh Court of Justice ruled that the state 
could not hold a suspect In administrative detention 
unless the detainee personally posed a secUrity threat. 
Appeals against the ruling were rejected and 13 
Lebanese nationals who had been held for up to 12 years 
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as bargaining chipS Without charge or trial or after the 
expiry of their sentences were released. All were 
relUrned 10 Lebanon 

A draft law allOWing the detention without trial of 
"il legal combatants· passed its first reading in the 
Knesset(parhament) in July. but had not become law by 
the end of 2000 
a Two Lebanese nationals, Shalkh 'Abd al-Rahman 
'Ubayd and Mustafa al-Dlram, continued to be held 
incommunicado In a secret place of detentIon as 
hostages, The High Court of Justice dismIssed an appeal 
agamst their contmued administrative detention in 
September 

Draft bills submitted to the Knessel by indiVidual 
members which would allow the General Security 
Service (GSS) to use �special means· to Interrogate 
detainees were dropped in February. 

Palestinian detainees under interrogation were 
frequently held incommunicado for up to 20 days. and 
some for as long as 90 days. Many detainees reported 
that they were beaten lmme(hately after arrest by 
members of the security forces who almost invariably 
benefited from Impumty. 
B Nidal Daghlas was arrested dUring an unsuccessful 
attempt by Israeli undercover units to capture Mahmud 
Abu Hanud (see Palestinian Authority entry), He stated 
that he was tortured for four hours in the village by 
members of the IDF and the GSS before being taken to 
Petah Tikvah police station. He said that officers stuffed 
hIS mouth with stones, poured water over his face, 
kicked him in the gemtals and smashed his head into a 
steering wheel. He was held incommunicado for 14 days 
before being allowed access to a lawyer. 
a Oadral-Wa'el from Sha'b, Galilee. stated that 
police officers beat him With the butts of their rines 
while he was bemg transferred to Misgav police station 
after his arrest in October and that two police officers 
also beat him in the police statIon. Five other police 
officers, who were either in or near the cell. reportedly 
witnessed the beating. In court he informed a Judge 
that he had been beaten and was later released on ball. 

Unfair trials 
Hundreds of Palestinians were tried by military courts 
in trials which did not meet international standards for 
fair trials. 

Conscientious objectors 
At least five conscientious objectors who refused to 
perform military service or to serve m the Occupied 
Territories were sentenced to terms of imprisonment. 
They were prisoners of conscience. 

Political prisoners 
Israel continued to detain 1,600 Palestinians from the 
Occupied Territories and 29 Palestinians from Israel 
sentenced in previous years by military courts for 
offences such as attacks on Israelis. About 120 were 
released during the year. A number of foreign nationals 
including 16 Lebanese and four Jordanian nationals 
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sentenced by military courts m prevIous years 
contmued to be held. Some had reportedly been 
tortured and received unfair trials. 

Mordechai Vanunu continued to serve an IB-year 
sentence for revealing information about Israel's nuclear 
weapons capability Imposed In a secret trial In 19B]. 

South Leba non 
AI least nme Lebanese. one Syrian and two Palestinian 
cIvilians were killed. mOst as a result of deliberate or 
indiscnminate attacks on cIvilians by Israeli forces. 
Before Israel's withdrawal from south Lebanon In May. 
Hlzbullah launched rocket attacks againSt civilian areas 
10 northern Israel . 

Prior to the Israeli withdrawal. Lebanese nationals 
continued to be detained outside any legal framework 
In Khiam detention centre where conditions were 
cruel. inhuman and d�radmg and tOrture was 
systematic. After the Israeli withdrawal. reSidents of 
Khlam village stormed the detention centre and 
released all remaining 144 detainees 
a Sulayman Ramadan was arrested in September 1985. 
One of his legs was amputated asa result of lack of 
medical care after hisarresl. During his interrogation he 
was beaten and given electric shocks. He was detamed 
without charge or trial until his release in May 2000. 

In October Hlzbullahannounced the capture of three 
Israeli soldiers and one Israeli bUSinessman and said 
that they would be exchanged for Lebanese and other 
Arab prisoners held in Israel. None had had access to 
the International Commmee of the Red Cross (iCRC) by 
the end of the year. 

During the Israeli withdrawal about 6.000 Lebanese 
nationals. Including about 2.000 former members of 
the SLA and their relatives. fled to Israel where they 
were given the right to reSide and work. 

House demolitions 
At least eight houses in the West Bankand 23 houses in 
EastJerusalem were demolished because their owners 
had failed to obtam buildmg permits from the Israeli 
authorities. In a discriminatory policy apparently aimed 
at stopping Palestinians building in East Jerusalem or in 
areas of the West Bank under Israeli control. building 
permits were consistently refused to Palestinians. 

Human rights abuses against trafficked 
women 
Women trafficked from the countries of the former 
Soviet Union to work in the sex mdustry in Israel 
continued to be subjected to human rights abuses such 
as violent assaults and enslavement. The Knesset 
established a special committee to IOvestigate the 
situation of traffIcked women. In July the Knesset 
passed an amendment to the Penal Code. making the 
bUYJOg and selling of human beings for the purposes of 
prostitution a criminal offence punishable by up to 16 
years' imprisonment. 

United Nations 
AI made oral statements at the UN Commission on 
Human Rights in March. calling on the Israeli 
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government to end torture In Khiam, and during the 
Fifth Special Session of the UN CommiSSion on Human 
RIghts In October calling on the Israeli government to 
end excessIVe use of lethal force. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Israel: Human rights abuses of women trafficked from 

countries of the former Soviet Union into Israel's sex 
industry (AI Index: MDE 15/017/2000) 

• Israel/Lebanon: Attacks on Lebanese civilians in south 
Lebanon by Israeh forces (AI Index: MDE 
02/006/2000) 

• Israel and the Occupied Territories: Excessive use of 
lethal force (AI Index: MDE 15/041 /2000) 

• Israel and the Occupied Territones: Mass arrests and 
police brutality (AI Index: MDE 15/058/2000) 

Visits 
AI delegates vIsited Israel and the Occupied Territones 10 

April, October and November and met IDF and other 
officials. 

ITA LY 

ITALIAN REPUBLIC 
Head of state: Carlo Azegho Ciampl 
Head of government: Giul 1ano Amato (replaced 
MasSlmo D'Alema in Apnl) 
Capital: Rome 
Population: 57.2 million 
Official language: Italian 
Death penalty: abolitionISt for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the 
involvement of children In armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

There were numerous allegations of i ll-treatment by 
law enforcement and prison officers, some of them 
relating to previous years. There were reports of 
detainee and prisoner deaths in disputed 
circumstances. Criminal investigations were opened 
or continued into many such incidents. Two 
paratroopers were convicted in connection with 
human rights violations committed by Italian troops 
participating in a multinational peace-keeping 
operation in Somalia in the 1990s. Seven former 
members of the Argentine armed forces were 
sentenced in absentia in connection with the 
abduction and murder of Italian citizens during the 
years of military rule in Argentina, while another 
Argentine military officer, detained in connection 
with the abduction and torture of a French citizen, 
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was released and allowed to return home, amid 
international protest A controversial verdict of 
1 995, which had found three men guilty of 
participation in a politically motivated murder in 
1972, was confirmed following judicial review, thus 
ending judicial proceedings which had lasted 1 2  
years and whose fairness had been repeatedly called 
into question. The government pressed on with a 
program of reforms in the justice system, including 
measures aimed at strengthening fairtrial 
guarantees for defendants in criminal proceedings, 
and in the prison system, aimed atthe eventual 
improvement of conditions. 

I ll-treatment and shootings by law 
enforcement officers 
There were frequent allegations of law enforcement 
officers physically assaulting detainees. Although the 
allegations related 10 both Italian and foreign 
nationals, many of the victims were of African origin or 
Roma. Criminal investigations were under way mto a 
number of complaints of Ill-treatment, and into several 
fatal shootings of unarmed suspects by police and 
carabimer;offlcers, including those of two 17-year-old 
youths- Mourad Flkri, a Moroccan national, shot dead 
by Rome police in May, and Mario Castellano, shot dead 
by Naples police ln July. 
a In September the Salerno Public Prosecutor's 
Office requested that a carablmerecorporal be charged 
with the murder of Mohammed Ahdlddou, a 24-year-old 
unarmed Moroccan shot in January, and that six other 
carablmeribe charged with perjury for lying about the 
circumstances of the shooting 
a The Palermo Chief of Police apologized to leontine 
Koadjo, from COte d'lvoire, for her treatment inSide the 
Aliens Bureau attached to Palermo police headquarters 
in April. Criminal and disciplinary proceedings were 
opened against an officer who apparently subjected 
her to an unprovoked physical assault after she asked 
for Information. She required hospital treatment for a 
faCial fracture. 

Torture/ Ill-treatment In prisons 
TenSion was high in prisons and detention centres for 
aliens with frequent and widespread protests 
prompted largely by unsatisfactory conditions, m some 
instances amounting to cruel, inhuman and degrading 
treatment. Severe overcrowding persisted, together 
with reports of Inadequate medical aSsistance, poor 
sanitation and other connected problems, includmg 
high rates of suicide, attempted suicide and self­
innicted injuries. Numerous allegations of ill-treatment 
by prison officers emerged, in some cases amounting to 
torture, along with reports of a number of prisoner 
deaths in disputed circumstances. Cnminal 
investigations were opened or continued into many 
such Incidents. Fears expressed in previOUS years­
that the failure to carry out thorough investigations 
Into alleged torture and ill-treatment by pnson 
officers, and to bring those responsible swiftly to 
justice, might be creating a climate of impunlty­
appeared justified, 
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a In Apnl. the European Court of Human Rights 
found Italy gUilty of failing 10 carry out a "thorough and 
effecllve investigation Into the credible allegations8 of 
Ill-treatment by Pianosa prison officers made by 
Benedetto Labita m October 1993- Benedetto Labila 
al leged that he and other pnsoners had suffered 
systematic physical and mental ill-treatment, mainly 
between July and September 1992. 
a Following complaints made to the judicial 
authorities by Bolzano pnson inmates, 25 pnson 
officers and a doctor were put under Investigation in 
connection with al legations that between 1994 and 
1999 prisoners were regularly taken to an Isolation cell 
and severely beaten. 
a The Public Prosecutor asked for 12 prison officers to 
be cha�ed with murder and another 12 charged With 
aiding and abetl1ng in connection With the death of 
Francesco Romeo in Reggio Calabria prison in 1997. 
Autopsy and forenSic tests concluded that his extensive 
injUries were not consistent with a fall from a pert meter 
wall dunngan escape attempt, as claimed by the prison 
admmistration, but that he died as a result of a fractured 
skull caused by blows With batons or truncheons. The 
pnson's duty records for the tIme of the incidents 
apparently displayed clear signs of tampering. 
a Luigi Acquaviva dIed in the Sardlnlan pnson of 
Bad'e Carros in January, within 24 hours of taking a 
prison officer hostage for some four hours and plaCing a 
noose around his neck. Administrative and Criminal 
Investigations, Involving six prISon officers and the 
prison director. were opened into his death followmg 
claims that his death was not the result of suicide as the 
prison administration maintained. Autopsy and 
forenSIc tests found that his body, found hangmg in a 
cell, had suffered extensive traumatic Injuries before 
death as well as neck injuries conSistent with suiCide. 
a In December, the Public Prosecutor requested that 
96 people be committed for trial following a criminal 
Investigation mto allegations that on 3 April more than 
40 inmates of Sas sari district pnson, Sardinia, were 
subjected to cruel. Inhuman and degrading treatment, 
in some cases amounting to torture, by dozens of prison 
officers employed In various Sardinian penal 
institutions and in the presence of the prison director 
and the regional director of Sardinian pnsons. 

Human rights violations by the Italian armed 
forces in Somalia 
In January, in response to an AI request of March 1999, 
the Ministry of JustIce provided mformatlon about 
developments In cnmlnal proceedings opened in 
connection with al leged human rights violations 
committed by members of the armed forces 
participating In a multinational peace-keeping 
operation in Somalia in 1993 and 1994. The Ministry 
stated that a request by the Milan Public Prosecutor for 
investigations concerning the alleged rape and murder 
of a Somali boy in March 1994 to be closed Without 
further action was awaiting decision by a judge of 
preliminary investigation. 

The Ministry also Indicated that, although ajudicial 
investigation had established that a Somali woman had 
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been gang·raped at the Demonio checkpoint In 
Mogadlshu, It had not been possible to identify the 
perpetrators or the victim and thus the LlVorno Judge of 
preliminary Investigation had ordered the closure of 
those proceedmgs. Proceedings against an officer 
accused of raping a Somali woman inside the former 
Italian embassy In Mogadishu and proceedings 
regarding allegatlons that in June 1993 soldiers had 
unlawfully shot and killed three Somali citizens on 
board a vehicle were also closed owing to lack of 
concrete eVidence. The Ministry said that the outcome 
of three further proceedings, including those 
concerning Aden Abukar AIi, photo�raphed while 
Italian soldiers were attaching electrodes to his body, 
were Still awaited. 

In Aprll, livornoTnbunal tried and sentenced a 
former paratrooper to 18 months' suspended 
Imprisonment for abusing his authority and, pending 
the outcome of connected civil proceedings, made him 
provisionally liable to the payment of 30 million lire 
(US$14,OOO) to Aden Abukar AIL A second officer 
apparently received a lower sentence after plea· 
bargaining 

Universal jurisdiction over crimes against 
humanity 
In December. Rome Court of Assizes sentenced two 
Argentine generals to life imprisonment and five other 
former members of the Argentine armed forces to 24 
years' imprisonment. following their trial In absentIa In 
connection with the abduction and murder of seven 
Italian citizens and the kidnapping of the child of one 
them during the years of mil itary rule in Argentina 
(1976·1983). The trial was the result of investigations 
opened by the Italian JudiCiary in 1983, following 
complaints lodged by relatives ofwdlsappearedw Italian 
citizens. 

Several other Criminal proceedings, at various stages 
of investigation, were under way into complaints of 
human rights violations committed agalOst Italtan 
citizens by the Argentine security forces and as a result 
of past collaboration between the Argentine security 
forces and those of several other South American 
countries. 

In August, former Argenune military officer jorge 
Oltvera was arrested in Rome on an international 
warrant issued by France for the abduction and torture 
of a French citizen in Argentina In 1976. However. in 
September, while full examination of a French 
extradition request was still pending, the Rome Appeal 
Court ordered his release, on the grounds that the 
crimes of which he was accused were subject to a 
statute of limitations. He immediately returned to 
Argentina. The Procurator General appealed against 
the Court's decision, the Minlster of justice announced 
an internal disciplinary Investigation Into the conduct 
of the Appeal Court judges and the Publtc Prosecutor 
opened an investigation into apparently false 
information presented to the Court by Jorge Olivera. 

Al expressed extreme concern at the court's 
deciSion, polOtingout that, under internatlonal law, the 
scale and magnitude of human rights Violations 
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comml1ted under military rule In Argentina constitute 
crimes against humamty and. therefore. cannot be 
subject to statutes of limltallon, 

Adriano Sofri, Giorgio Pietrostefani and 
Ovidio Bompressi 
In january, Venice Appeal Court confirmed a 1995 
verdict by the Milan Appeal Court which had sentenced 
Adriano Sofri, Giorglo Pietrostefani and OVldlO 
Bompressi - three leadmg members of the former 
extra-parliamentary left·wing group Lotta Contmua­
to 22-year prison sentences for participation In the 
killing of police commissioner LUlgi Calabresi in Milan 
in 1972. The 1995 sentence had resulted In their 
Imprisonment inJanuary 1997, after nine years of 
judicial proceecilngs and seven trials. 

AI had repeatedly expressed concern at the 
excessive length and complexity of the proceedings, as 
well as serious doubts about their fairness, includmg 
the extent to which the final verdict relied on the 
uncorroborated evidence of a pentlto(a person 
benefiting from remission of sentence in return for 
collaboration with the judicial authornies), whose 
testimony contained contradictions and inaccuracies, 

The court ordered the reimprisonment of the 
defendants whose sentences had been suspended 
following an August 1999 ruling that their application 
for ajudlcial review of the January 1995 sentence was 
admissible. Adriano Sofri was reimprisoned 
Immediately while Giorgio Pietrostefani and Ovidio 
Bompressi went Into hidmg, In March Ovldlo Bompressi 
surrendered voluntarily to the judicial authorities and, 
after brief relmpnsonment, was granted a suspension 
of his sentence on health grounds. Glorglo 
Pietrostefani re-emerged 10 France where he had nght 
of legal residence. 

In October, when the Supreme Court examined an 
appeal lodged againSt the January judgment, the 
Procurator General's Office asked It to annul the Venice 
Judgment and order new review proceedings. However, 
the court rejected the appeal 

At the end of the year the three men were pursuing a 
petnion against Italy with the European Commission of 
Human Rights, clalm,"g violations of the European 
Convention on Human Rights. 

AI country reports 
• Concerns in Europe, January-June 2000: Italy 

(AI Index: EUROl /OO3/2000) 
• L'ltalia e I dirittl umani(ltalyand Human Rights) 
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JAMAICA 

JAMAICA 
Head ohtate: Queen Elizabeth 1 1 ,  represented by 
Howard Felix Cooke 
Head of government: Percival James Patterson 
capital: Kingston 
Population: 2.5 million 
Official language: EnglISh 
Death penalty: retentionlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
Involvement of children in armed conflict; Rome 
Statute of the International Cnmmal Court 

Reports of police brutality and excessive use of force 
continued. At least 140 people were killed by the 
police, often in disputed circumstances. At least 45 
people were on death row. The Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council (the final court of appeal for 
Jamaica) commuted the death sentences of six 
prisoners in a ruling that will also be binding on 
many other nations using the death penalty in the 
English-speaking Caribbean. 

Background 
The economic situation remained dire with large 
sections of society living below the poverty level, and 
economic development continued to be hindered by 
the high level of external debt Jamaican society 
continued 10 suffer from an extremely high level of 
violence. More than 850 people were reportedly 
murdered in 2000, Including 12 police officers 

In May, the Court of Appeal ruled that the indefinite 
detention of children at the Governor General's 
pleasure was unconstitutional. 

A legal aid scheme for people unable to pay for legal 
counsel was established, and police officers were given 
training in the legal aid regulations, Including the fights 
of all detained or arrested people to legal aid and 
representation. 

Brutality by the security forces 
There were at least 140 killings by the security forces, 
especially the police, many of which resulted in 
disturbances and tension In communities. There were 
several apparent extrajudicial executions. 

In August the government of the United Kingdom 
Withheld an export licence for the sale of 500 hand guns 
to the Jamaican police, citing concern about human 
rights violations by the police, including the very high 
incidence of fatal police shootings. The government of 
the USA also withheld the transfer of equipment, citing 
Similar concerns. 
Shootings 
In several cases, witnesses and relatives of victims of 
police shootings were reportedly subjected to 
intimidation and death threats. In September, following 
protests about escalating crime levels, the Prime 
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Minister established a new police anti-crime unit. By 
November there were several reports that the unit had 
committed extrajudicial executions 
El On 19 September, Williams Richards. a criminal 
suspect, was shot and killed in Kingston by members of 
the police unit, In an apparent extrajudicial execution. 
When AI delegates Visited the site several hours after 
the shooting. forensic eVidence had been disturbed and 
removed. Family members were subsequently denied 
permission to view the body. The Bureau of Special 
Investigations (BSI) stated that it had initiated an 
investigation, but there had been no ruling on whether 
charges should be filed at the end of 2000 

Arbitrary and illegal arrests, searches and detention 
were reported. often In the context of curfews which 
Continued to be imposed in some areas. Ill-treatment In 
police custody remained Widespread and incidents of 
torture were documented. Conditions in police custody 
remained harsh and in many cases amounted to cruel, 
inhuman and degrading treatment. Access to medical 
attention. relatives and legal aid was frequently 
denied. In August. government officials told AI that 
children were no longer being detained in police lock­
ups. However, in September. AI Interviewed a 17-year­
old In Hunts Bay police lock-up. There were a number of 
reported deaths in police custody. 
a In November, a man was reportedly arbitrarily 
detained and tortured for a week. During this lime he 
was subjected to a mock execution, was continually 
kept in handcuffs and was beaten until his eardrums 
burst. 
Prisons 
In February, soldiers replaced the majority of prison 
officers. who were removed and Indicted after strike 
action in protest at the reapPOintment of the 
Commissioner of Corrections. The Commissioner of 
Corrections recommended the release of prisoners 
serving sentences of six months or less 10 relieve 
severe overcrowding. The authOrities failed to prevent 
Violence between inmates and at least I] prisoners 
were killed. One was reportedly beheaded by fellow 
prisoners. 
a In May, a mass beating of a reported ]00 prisoners 
over several days by soldiers and prison wardens in St 
Catherine's DIstrict Prison resulted In injUries including 
hand, ribs, feet and skull fractures. and broken teeth. 
Reports indIcated that the prisoners were beaten with 
batons and baseball bats, rines and Irons and that some 
were strangled with cord and rubber belts. At least 100 
injured prisoners were reportedly denied medical 
attention until the Head of Medical Services in the 
prison publicly condemned the incident. In September. 
he was transferred to another prison by the 
Commissioner of Corrections, who cited concerns for 
his safety as justification. In june, the authorities 
established a Commission of Inquiry whose terms of 
reference Included investigating the May events. There 
were reports of retaliatory beatings against at least 
three prisoners who testified at the Inquiry. None of the 
offiCials allegedly involved were removed from duty. In 
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September, the Commissioner of Corrections told AI 
that 80 prison personnel had since been transferred. 
The Commission had not reported its findings at the 
end of 2000. 

Investigations 
By September, the BSI had completed 86 investigations 
into police shootings since ItS inception in 1999. In 10 
cases, there were subsequent rulings that police officers 
Involved In shootings should face criminal chal"£es. 

In March the Director of Public Prosecutions declined 
to file charges against police or army officers involved in 
the killing of MlChael Gayle in AuguSt 1999, on the 
grounds that the eVidence failed to identify the 
individuals responsible. The Minister for National 
Security and Justice ordered that the Investigation be 
reopened. No charges had been filed by the end of 2000. 

In February, the Prime Minister apPOinted a 
CommisSion of Inquiry to Investigate the forced removal 
and ill-treatment of homeless people in Montego Bay in 
July 1999 and ordered the reopening of police 
IOvestlgatlons. ln May a police officer was granted 
Immunity from prosecution 10 exchange for his 
testimony before the Commission of Inquiry. The 
CommiSSion's recommendations, published in 
September, IOcluded compensation for 18 of the victims 
and the amendment of legislation regulating 
Commissions of Inquiry to strengthen their powers. The 
Commission identified SIX police officers IOvolved in the 
removal but was unable to identify other offiCials. The 
findings omitted reference to evidence that two 
homeless people had disappeared, presumed dead, after 
the incident. By the end of the year compensation had 
not been paid and no cnminal charges had been flIed. 

No charges had been brought at the end of 2000 
against any of those involved in the 1997 killings of 16 
IOmates in St Catherme's District Pnson. The 
Commissioner of Corrections informed AI that no 
disciplinary action had been taken agamst any prison 
officers in connection with thiS event. 

Death penalty 
At least 45 prisoners remained on death row and the 
courts continued to Impose death sentences. 

In September, the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council (JCPC) in the United Kingdom -the fmal court 
of appeal for Jamaica - commuted the death sentences 
of six pnsoners in the case of Neville lewiS and others. 
The JCPC ruled that the procedures for deciding 
whether prisoners should be granted clemency should 
be opened to legal scrutiny; that executions cannot 
occur while the prisoner has an appeal pending before 
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; and that the 
Issue of whether prison conditions have a bearing upon 
executions being carried out should be investigated 
further. The decision will be binding on other Caribbean 
states that have the JCPC as their final court of appeal. 

Threats to human rights defenders 
Human fights defenders were threatened. 
a In August attorney Dahlia Alien fled the country 
after receiving telephone death threats. She had 
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previously represented homeless people ill-treated by 
the police in Montego Bay and prisoners beaten in May 
al St Catherine's District Prison. Dahlia Alien also 
aileged that her telephone had been tapped The Prime 
MlOister strongly refuted these allegations 10 a meeting 
with AI in September. 
a In May and June, two members of the organization 
Jamaicans for Justice received death threats in a series 
of anonymous phone calls. 

AI country report and visits 
Report 
• Jamaica:The killing of Michael Gayle - authontles yet 

to hold police and army officers accountable (AI Index: 
AMR 38/002/2000) 

Visits 
AI visited Jamaica in February and August to conduct 
research. In September AI's Secretary General held talk.s 
with the Prime MInister and members of the cabinet, the 
Commissioner of Police, the Director of Public 
Prosecutions and the Commissioner of Corrections. AI's 
Secretary General viSited several places of detention, 
including death row. 

J A PAN 

JAPAN 
Head of state: Emperor Akihito 
Head of government: Mori Yoshlro (replaced Obuchi 
Keizo in June) 
Capital: Tokyo 
Population: 126.1 million 
Official language: Japanese 
Death penalty: retention�t 

Three people were executed in 2000 and more than 
100 prisoners remained under sentence of death. 
There were no reforms in the Daiyo Kangoku system 
of pre-trial detention. There were further reports of 
i ll-treatment by immigration officials during 
interrogation of foreign nationals, and reports of ill· 
treatment and extortion by private security staff 
attached to a detention facility known as the 
landing Prevention Facility at Nanta Airport The 
refugee recognition system remained secretive, 
arbitrary and harsh. 

Background 
The death of Prime Minister Obuchl KellO in May led to 
general elections inJune, which saw the return to 
power of the ruling coalition of the liberal Democratic 
Party (lOP), the Komeito Party and the Conservative 
Party, but with a reduced majonty. The vulnerable 
position of Pnme Minister Mon Yoshlro of the LOP was 
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further weakened by the resignation of his closest aide. 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Nakagawa Hldenao, in October. 
and by a no·confidence motion innlated by one of the 
lOP factions in November, which the government 
narrowly survived. In early December there was a 
cabinet reshuffle. 

In May and In December, the National Assembly 
passed a number of anti-crime laws, includmg a bill (in 
December) that lowered the age of criminal 
responsibility from 16 10 14. 

TheJuly G-8 summit held In Okinawa was dominated 
by the improvement in North-South Korean relations. 
Talks between Japanese and North Korean officials 
resumed for the first time since 199B.Japan gave food aid 
to North Korea, ignoring domestic protests over alleged 
abductions of Japanese nationals by North Koreans. 

Death pena Ity 
There were three executions on 30 November 2000. 
About 15 death sentences were passed. Including five 
on members of the religious cult formerly known as 
Aum Shinnkyo. Execution Is by hanging. The pnsoner is 
informed that the execution Will take place JUSt hours in 
advance. denYing the pnsoner the chance 10 inform 
relatives or lawyers 

At the end of December. more than 100 pnsoners 
were under sentence of death and about 52 of them 
had had their sentence of death confirmed by the 
Supreme Court. Prison conditions on death row 
amounted 10 cruel. inhuman and degrading 
treatment. Many prisoners had been held in solitary 
confinement for a decade or more. They had limited 
contact with the outside world and no contact with 
other pnsoners. 
B Govlnda Prasad Mainali. a Nepalese national who 
was charged with murder in March 1997. was acquitted 
in Apnl 2000 by the Tokyo District Court. He continued 
to be detained after being acquitted. The acquittal was 
overturned by the Tokyo High Court following appeals 
from the prosecution. and he was sentenced to life 
imprisonment on 22 December. AI publicly expressed 
concern at hiS continued detention after acqUittal and 
at the trend of prosecution appeals to the High Court 
against acquittals by lower courts. particularly In death 
penalty cases. 

ment 
The D8Iyo Kangokusystem of pre-trial detention 
continued despite criticisms from the UN Human Rights 
Committee. Suspects may be held for up to 23 days in 
police detention cells during which time they are 
closely monitored. and are questioned for long periods 
by several police Interrogators. There are no legal 
regulations governing police interrogation procedures 
and no proviSion for court-appointed lawyers for 
Criminal suspects prior 10 Indictment. Interrogations 
are not recorded or videotaped nor are defence 
lawyers allowed to be present dunng the 
Interrogations. Many detainees confess during this 
initial detention period. Some have reportedly been 
beaten and many have alleged that they were tricked 
into believing that If they confessed the detention 
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would end. The forced confessions have been used in 
court as eVidence. 
a It was reported in December that a suspect 
detained on charges of rape and murder had been held 
under the Da/yo Kangokusystem repeatedly for more 
than two months. This prolonged period of detention. 
surveillance and interrogation was made possible by 
police charging him with different. allegedly unrelated 
crimes. There were allegations that the suspect was 
being coerced to confess to an unrelated crime. 

Abuses. including beatings. were reportedly 
committed by private security staff attached to a 
detention centre. the Landing Prevention Facility at 
Nanta International Airport. against Individuals 
refused entry to Japan. Money was reportedly extorted 
from detainees to pay for "room and board" at the 
detention centre. and those who did comply were strlP­
searched or beaten Despite being under the 
Jurisdiction of the immigration authorities. there was 
no reported action against the guards responsible or 
the private company that employed them. 
e In June. two Tunisian men. Thameur Mouez and 
Thameur Hlchm. were reportedly hit on the face, held 
down. kicked and denied medical attention at the 
Landing Prevention Facility. 
a A Chinese national was reportedly beaten until his 
skull was fractured by an Immigration offiCial, during 
interrogation in August. The offiCial, who spoke no 
Chinese. conducted the interrogation alone, although 
the Chinese man did not speak Japanese. 
Requirements under the UN Convention againstTorture 
Japan was due to submit Its initial report to the UN 
Committee against Torture In July 1000. having acceded 
to the UN Convention against Torture In 1999. However. 
the report had not been submitted by the end of 2000. 

Asylum-seekers 
Some 116 asylum-seekers applied for refugee status in 
2000. About 138 were rejected and about 22 asylum­
seekers were recognized as refugees. The process IS 
very secretive, and rejections are never fully explained 
and do not take Into account the risk the asylum-seeker 
could face if deported. Many asylum-seekers were 
detained In Immigration detention centres for long 
periods. There were reports of Ill-treatment of 
detainees In immigration detention centres. Including 
inadequate medical facilities. 

There were fears that tens of potential asylum­
seekers were deported after being detained In facilities 
where they were denied access to lawyers and to 
information about refugee detemination procedures. 

Revisions to Juvenile Law 
AJuvenile Revision Bill was passed by the Diet 
(Parliament) which includes prOVISions to lower the 
minimum age at which suspects can be held criminally 
responSIble for their actions from 16 to 14. These 
revisions constitute the first major amendment to the 
Juvenile Law since it came into effect in 1949. Under the 
amendments. familv courts would have the option of 
sending children as young as 14 to face criminal trials as 
adults. Already. juvenile offenders have to undergo 
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long hours of questioning for up to 23 days under the 
Daiyo Kangokusystem with limited access to family 
members and lawyers. 

AI visits 
An AI delegation visited Japan In March. In early 
December a high-level AI delegation visited Japan and 
discussed AI's long-standing concerns with government 
ministers and representatives of leading political parties. 

JORDAN 

HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
Head of state: King 'Abdallah bin Hussein 
Head of government: 'Ali Abu Ragheb (replaced 
'Abd al-Ra'uf Rawabdeh in June) 
Capital: Amman 
Population: 4.7 million 
Official language:Arabic 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict 

Hundreds of people, including prisoners of 
conscience, were arrested for political reasons. Trials 
of most of those charged with political offence. 
continued to be heard before a State Security Court 
where procedures did not meet international fairtrial 
standards. Reports continued of torture or ill­
treatment of detainees by members of the security 
services_ There were reports of the refoulement 
(forcible return) of asylum-seekers at risk of serious 
human rights violations. At least 1 0  people were 
executed and at least 12 people were sentenced to 
death. Four people were unlawfully killed by public 
security police. There were at least 21 cases offamily 
killings (also known as "honour" killings). 

Background 
In March a Royal Human Rights Commission headed by 
Queen Rania was established. In June 'All Abu Ragheb 
became Prime Minister and Minister of Defence. AI 
wrote to the new government and the Human Rights 
Commission about its concerns. 

A bill to allow the opening of private radiO and 
television stations, ending the state's media monopoly, 
was endorsed by the House of Representatives and 
Parliament in September. 

Arrests and incommunicado detention 
More than 1,700 people were arrested during 2000 for 
political reasons. Many were held in prolonged 
incommunicado detention by the General Intel ligence 
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Department (GlD). Some were later released wllhout 
charge and others brought to trial. 
a At the end of 1999 and beginning of 2000, IS 
members of the outlawed Islamist Hizbal-Tahnr {j'I­
Urdun, liberation Party inJordan, were arrested, They 
were charged With membership of an Illegal party and 
distribution of seditious leaflets. and sentenced 10 up 
to 18 months' lmprisonment. They were pflsoners of 
conscience. 
a Sixteen people from Irbid who were arrested at the 
end of 1999 by the GID. apparently suspected of links 
with Islamist groups. were held for between 35 and So 
days with no access to lawyers or family before being 
released without charge. 
a Around 700 people were arrested between 
October and December after demonstrations In 
support of the Palestinian intifada. Most were 
released after a few days or weeks of Incommunicado 
detention. Others were brought before the State 
Security Court and charged with offences such as 
inciting riots. 

Torture/ ill-treatment 
Reports of torture and ill-treatment at the hands of 
secunty and prison services continued to be received. 
Most of the victims were held Incommunicado In the 
GID's Wadi Sir detention centre. 
El Sixteen people arrested in connection with the 

group n/-Oa'eda(the base) were held In prolonged 
incommunicado detention of up to three months at the 
GID detention centre and reportedly beaten. At least 
three were moved IntO solitary confinement for up 10 
twO months, apparently as a punishment. Relatives and 
lawyers reported that they saw marks of torture on the 
prisoners' bodies when they were finally allowed to ViSit 
them. During their trials, the defendants stated they had 
been subjected to torture, including shabeh(suspendlng 
the victim by the feet wllh arms tied behind the back) and 
beatings which included falaqa(beatmgs on the soles of 
the feet>. They alleged that confesSions were extracted 
from them under duress. No investigation of their 
allegations was apparently carried out. 
Death in custody 
a Amjad Salem Ahmad Smadi died in police custody 
In July in circumstances that suggested that torture or 
Ill-treatment may have caused or hastened hiS death. 
Although a Commission of Inquiry was set up to 
investigate the circumstances surrounding his death, 
the findings had not been made public by the end of 
the year. 

Unfair trials 
Trials of political detainees continued before the State 
Security Court, a court which almost invariably used 
panels of military judges and failed to provide adequate 
safeguards for fair trials. 
Cl' In September, 16 people were convicted for alleged 
involvement with al-Oa'eda. They were found guilty of, 
among other things, plouing to carry out bomb attacks 
InJordan, manufacturing explosives and recruiting 
people to carry out attacks on Jewish and American 
targets. Death sentences were passed on Khader Abu 
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Hasher and Usama Husni Kamel Sammar. They claimed 
that their confesSions had been extracted under 
duress. Throughout the trial period serious restnctlons 
were imposed on communication between the 
defendants and their lawyers, al lowing them to meet 
only In the presence of the securuy forces 

Refugees 
AI received reports oflhe refoulement(forcible return) 
of Libyan and Iraqi asylum-seekers to countries where 
they were at risk of human rights violations. 
a In March up to eight Libyans resident 10 Jordan were 
removed from Jordan to Libya where there were grave 
concerns about their safety. In May, AI received reports 
that 'Abet al·Naslr Ahmad Tlaimon, a Libyan asylum­
seeker, had been forcibly returned to Libya. He had been 
detained In Jordan in April, possibly in connection with 
the eight libyans, after his application for asylum had 
been refused. AI has been unable roconflrm his fate. 

Death penalty 
Ten executions were carried OUI during 2000 and at 
least 12 death sentences were passed 
a In December Bital Musa was hanged In Swaqa 
prison, He had been sentenced to death in April for 
1 I  murders. ln July the Court of Cassation upheld the 
conviction and death sentence. Bllal Musa had 
admitted to one of the murders and claimed to have 
been tortured to confess to the others 

Unlawful killings 
During the year police carried out al leasl four unlawful 
killings 
a In March Public Security police killed three 
members of the Bedu/tnbe in Umm Sayhun (and 
wounded four others) during clashes between the 
Beduland the police over the bulldOZing of a house 
bUilt some years ago. allegedly on State land. Al 
received reports that all but one of the demonstrators 
killed and wounded were children under the age of 16. 

The Ministry of the Interior issued statements of 
concern at the killings and Immediately set up a 
Commission of InqUiry into the deaths. However, AI 
remained concerned that the Inquiry was to consist of 
government officials and would be headed by a 
member of the PubliC Security police. By the end of 
2000 no find lOgs had been made public. 

Familyor 'honour' killings 
There were at least 21 family or -honour" killings during 
the year. The Upper House voted to repeal Article 3-40 of 
the Penal Code (which exempts from penalty males who 
murder wives or female relatives on grounds of 
adultery or reduces the penalty If the victim IS found in 
an ·adulterous situation"). However, the repeal was 
later rejected by the lower House. 
a In February, 14*year*0Id Samir Ayed was sentenced 
to one year ," pnson by the Amman Court for killing his 
32*year*0Id Sister, Hanan. in 1999. The court ruled that 
he should benefit from Article 98 of the Penal Code 
which dlmimshes the sentence for crimes committed in 
a -fit of rage" caused by an unlawful or dangerous act 
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on the part of the Victim The prison term was 
Immediately reduced to halfbecause the vlClim's family 
dropped charges against their son. 

Forcible exile 
Four leaders of Hamaswho were forcibly eXiled by 
Jordan to Oatar during 1999 remained 10 exile. 

KAZA KSTAN 

REPUBLIC OF KAZAKSTAN 
Head of state: Nursultan Nazarbayev 
Head of government: KasymzhomartTokayev 
Capital: Astana 
Population: 16.2 million 
Official language: Kazak 
Death penalty: retentionlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the 
Involvement of children in armed conflict; OptIonal 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

Reports of torture and ill-treatment in police custody 
and pre-trial detention continued unabated, despite 
official initiatives to combat corruption and to 
reform the judicial and penal systems. Kazakstan 
continued to come under pressure from China to 
forcibly return ethnic Uighurs from Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomous Region (XUAR), 

In Apnl President Nursultan Nazarbayev publicly 
admitted that the torture or ill-treatment of suspects 
and detainees by law enforcement officers was 
widespread and routine. He reportedly accused law 
enforcement officers of uSing tonure methods that 
·can surpnse the most out-and-out sadists" such as 
scaldmg detainees with a hot iron and pouring Ice-cold 
water over them in freezing weather 

The Kazakstan International Bureau for Human 
Rights and Rule of law (KIBHR), an independent non­
governmental human rights organization. publicized a 
number of cases of alleged torture in police custody. 
Most of the detainees claimed that they were severely 
beaten. choked, handcuffed to radiators. or had plastic 
bags or gas masks placed over their heads to force them 
to divulge information. According to KIBHR, at the 
beginmng of the year three police officers were 
convicled of beating detainees in order to extract 
confessions from them 
a Irlna Cherkasova alleged that she was tortured by 
some 12 police officers at the Abaysk District Office of 
Internal AHairs in the city of Chimkent in southern 
Kazakstan in order to force her to confess to murder. 
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Inna Cherkasova was reportedly beaten with sticks, 
books, keys and a plastic bottle filled with water; 
sexually assaulted with a stick; beaten with an 
instrument that was connected to an electric current 
which caused excruciating head pains; handcuffed to a 
radiator overnight; depnved of sleep for three nights; 
and raped. She was convicted of murder after the court 
failed to take her allegations of torture into 
consideration. She reportedly continued to suffer from 
recurring headaches, a stammer and badly diminished 
eyesight as a result of torture. 

Forcible deportations 
The murder of two policemen and a subsequent 
shoot-out in Almaty In September between Kazak 
police and alleged ethniC Ulghur separatists 
heightened concerns that China was increaSing its 
pressure on the Kazak authorities to forcibly return 
ethnic Uighurs to China, where they were at risk of 
human nghts violations. 
a It was feared that Hemit Memet and lIyas Zordun 
were at imminent fISk of execution. They had been 
deported from Kazakstan to China in February 1999 and 
impnsoned In XUAR. Reports were received that they 
had been executed in August 1999. However, unofficial 
sources reported in late 1999 that Hemit Memet and lIyas 
Zordun were believed to be still In secret detention. 

AI country report 
• Concerns in Europe, January- June 2000: Kazakstan 

(AI Index: EUR 01 1003/2000) 
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REPUBLIC OF KENYA 
Head of state and government: Daniel arap Moi 
Capital: Nairobi 
Population: 28.7 million 
Official languages: English, Swahili 
Death penalty: retention 1st 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
Involvement of children in armed conflict; African 
Charter on the Rights and Welfare ofthe Child 

KEN 

Scores of  prisoners of  conscience were arrested and 
held for short periods after police stopped public 
meetings, theatre performances and peaceful 
demonstrations by human rights groups, politicians 
and others, sometimes violently, One human rights 
defender was killed in suspicious circumstances. 
Torture of criminal suspects by security officials 
continued, resulting in a number of deaths in 
custody, including six prisoners on death row, Scores 
of killings by security officials i n  circumstances 
suggesting possible extrajudicial executions were 
reported. Prison conditions remained harsh. At least 
25 people were sentenced to death and more than 
1,000 people were reported to be under sentence of 
death at the end of 2000. 

Background 
The report of the UN Special Rapporteur on torture on 
his 1999 mission to Kenya stated that the use of torture 
by law enforcement oHicials was widespread and 
systematic, pnmarily to obtain information or 
confessions, but also as means of carrying out 
extrajudicial punishments. Recommendations by the 
Special Rapporteur mcluded not allOWing confeSSions 
to the police to be admissible evidence in court and the 
abolition of corporal punishment. 

The government announced that all the 
recommendations in the report would be implemented 
In October the Cnminal law Amendment Bill was 
published, which Included the above recommendations, 
together with a bill to establish an Independent Human 
Rights CommiSSion with the power to investigate human 
rights violations and viSit prisons and other places of 
detention. However, concern was expressed that 
members of the CommiSSion would be appointed by the 
President. A Domestic Violence (Family Protection) Bill 
was also published, which would strengthen the legal 
protection of women and children. While these 
proposed legislative reforms were welcomed, human 
rights organizations questioned whether, Without 
appropriate resources and training. they would result m 
any real changes in practice, especially in poor rural 
areas where human rights groups engaging in CIVIC 

education programs are harassed 
In July the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

renewed loans to Kenya that had been suspended since 
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1997. Conditions Imposed by the I MF  included reforms 
to the judiciary and antl·corrupuon measures. 

There was continued heated debate over what form 
the processor constitutional reform should take. lnjuly 
the ConSlllution of Kenya (Amendment) Bill was 
passed, to enable the appointment of IS Commissioners 
to review the Constitution. Opposition members of 
parliament opposed the Bill and supported the parallel 
revIew process set up in 1999 by religious leaders and 
others to challenge parliament's control of 
constitutional reform 

Severe drought 10 parts of Kenya resulted in tensions 
between different communities searchmg for grazing 
and water for their animals. In May fighting between 
Ihe Somali and Borana commumties led to scores of 
kil lings. The Kenyan army was accused of 
indlscnminate use of force when an army helicopter 
shot at raiders In an operation to stop the fighting. 

More than 25.000 people were forced to leave their 
homes in the WaJlr area near the Ethiopian border after 
armed cross-border clashes in December. 

Reports of torture by police officers remained 
widespread during 1000, although the number of police 
officers arrested for human rights violations increased. 
There were also reports of torture by vigilante groups 
permitted by some ProvinCial Commissioners to arrest, 
detain and Interrogate criminal suspects. 
a In October a 16-year-old girl who was being held for 
alleged possession of Illicit alcohol in Eshirakwe Chiefs' 
camp, Kakamega district. Western Province, was 
reportedly raped by an administrative police officer 
who removed her from the cells and took her to hiS 
house overnight. The girl alleged that he threatened to 
kill her if  she reported the rape. Relatives complained 
of harassment by officials from the Chiefs' camp after 
they reported the alleged torture to the police. 
Shootings 
Scores of people including several children were shot 
and Injured by police officers during police attempts to 
arrest criminal suspects. 
a In January, seven-year-old Chesoritich Kalomermoi 
was reportedly shot and senously injured by police 
officers who fired Into her family's home in Baringo, Rift 
Valley Province, in an attempt to arrest her father 
a In April, IS-year-old Muslima Abdi Owl was shot and 
Injured by poHceofflcers who opened fire on women 
and children protesting about the allocation of land in 
Garissa town, North Eastern province. Theauthorities 
accused the women of thrOWing stones at the police. 
Deaths in custody 
At least 15  people died in custody during 1000 as a 
result of torture by police and prison officers. 
a In April Sophia Nyaguthil Mbogo, who was four 
months pregnant, reportedly died from torture after 
she had been detained for three days by police. She was 
held Initially at Kagio police post and then at Baricho 
police station on suspicion of theft. A post-mortem 
reportedly indicated that she died of internal bleeding 
and that almost half her body was covered in brUises. 
Under Kenyan law she should have been charged Within 
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14 hours or released. A police officer was subsequently 
arrested. 
a In September, six prisoners on death row at 
King'ong'o prison. Nyerl, Central Province. died during 
an escape attempt. The Initial police report Slated that 
they had been shot by pnson orficers to prevent their 
escape. Prison officers al leged that they had died as a 
result of falling from the eight-metre high pen meter 
fence. A post-mortem revealed that none of the bodies 
had bullet wounds and gave the cause of death as falling 
from a height. The Attorney General ordered an inquest, 
which opened in December. Human rights groups and 
others alleged that the prISoners had been beaten to 
death and that the authorities were attempting a cover­
up. A second independent post-mortem indicated that 
the bodies had been subject to repeated blunt trauma, 
Injuries that were not consistent with a fall. The body 
partS of at least one other prisoner with similar Injuries 
were discovered In the same grave. The body of one of 
the prisoners, lames Irungu Ndugo, was not found. A 
report by the Commissioner of Prisons was not made 
public dunng 2000 and no prison officers were 
suspended from duty pending investigations. 
Caning 
1nl une the government announced that corporal 
punishment in schools was banned following repeated 
reports of children being injured or killed as a result of 
caning. An earlier ban in 1996 had not been enforced. 
a in September Edwln Mogire, an I I-year-old boy. 
died after reportedly being caned by a teacher at 
Nyamasakla Primary School. Nyanza Province. The 
teacher was arrested a month later after the boy's body 
was exhumed and a post-mortem performed. 

Killings by police 
Police officers killed scores of people during 1000 in 
what appeared to be extrajudicial executions or 
IndiSCriminate use of force by police officers randomly 
opening fire when chasing criminal suspects. Although 
several police officers were arrested, investigations 
IOtoa number of killings appeared to be summary, with 
senior police officers frequently justifying them on the 
grounds that the victims were cnminals. 
a In May a police unit attached to the CrimlOal 
Investigation Department. established in 1997 to 
combat violent crime, was disbanded and officers were 
transferred to other police stations. Members of the 
squad were reported to have engaged in torture, 
extrajudicial executions and violent crime. The 
authorities denied this. InJune, IwO former members 
were arrested and charged with the murder of Joseph 
ole Pirei, after an inquest in August 1999 found he had 
been shot 10 times while unarmed. 

Human rights defenders 
Scores of prisoners of conscience were arrested during 
1000 for short periods after public meetings, theatre 
performances and peaceful demonstrations organized 
by human rights. religious. environmental and other 
groups were broken up by the police, sometimes 
violently. In November the President accused some 
non-governmental organizations of being agents of 
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subversion ostensibly promotmg democracy At least 
1 1  people faced cha�s of unlawful assembly at the end 
of the year. One human rights defender was killed In 
SUSpiCiouS Circumstances. 
� In March, II human rights defenders were arrested 
while performing a play as part of a CIVIC education 
program for the Oglek, an indigenous people living 10 
Tlnet forest, Rift Valley Province. They were charged 
with "holding an t IIegal meeting" and held for six days 
before being released. The charges were dropped In 
May. More than S,OOO people face eviction In Tlnet, 
which is the focus of a land dispute between the 
government and the Oglek. 
o In April, 6) people including nuns, students and 

human rights defenders were arrested dUring a 
peaceful demonstration calling for the cancellation of 
Kenya's foreign debt, organized by the Kenya Debt 
Relief NetworkJubilee 2000 Campaign. They were 
charged with unlawful assembly and released on ball 
The charges were dropped in May 
� In August Father Kaiser, a US Roman Catholic 
priest, was killed In suspicIous Circumstances, An 
outspoken advocate for human rights, in 1998 he had 
given evidence which reportedly implicated several 
Cabinet ministers to a Judicial mqUlry set up to 
investigate the causes of political Violence in Kenya 
since 1992. At the time of his death he had been 
assisting an alleged rape victim to bring charges against 
a senior government minister. 

Political rallies 
Rallies organized by politicians were violently 
disrupted by the police. 
e'i In August, one person was killed and many others 
were Injured when police and security forces broke up 
a peaceful pro·democracy rally In Nairobi. Several 
members of the opposition were prevented from 
addresSing the rally and were forcibly confined to the 
Parliament buildings by armed youths who attacked them 
when they attempted to leave. Anned police surrounding 
the building took no action to prevent the attacks 
� In October President MOl banned rallies by a new 
pro·democracy movement, Muungano wa Mageuzi, 
People's Movement for Change, set up by opposition 
and government politicians and others. The Movement 
refused to accept the ban. In November a rally in 
Eldoret town, Rift Valley Province, was stopped by the 
police who tear gassed more than 2,000 people, 
Including 10 members of parliament, in an attempt to 
prevent them reaching the rally venue. 
ei On 26 November at the Tumsifu Centre, Klsumu, 
western Kenya, about So youths Violently disrupted a 
public hearing on the Kenyan Constitution, organized 
by the Ufungamano Initiative which is challenging 
Parliament's control of Constitutional reform. The 
youths, who were armed With clubs, axes and stones, 
attacked participants while a police patrol reportedly 
stood by and watched A petrol bomb was thrown at Or 
Oki Ombaka, chairperson of the People's Commission 
of Kenya (peK) The Injured Included members of the 
PCK and a journalist. Not only was no attempt made by 
the police to stop the violence, but when Or Okl 
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Ombaka later attempted t o  lodge a n  offiCial complaint. 
the local head of police refused to take hiS statement 
and phYSically removed him from the police station 

Press freedom 
Restrictions on freedom of expresSion continued 
Journalists were arrested, and some were beaten 
Private radiO stations broadcasting In local languages 
were threatened With closure, and proposed 
amendments to the Books and Newspaper Act targeted 
the Independent press by significantly Increasing the 
licence bond reqUired to start a publication 
e:i In January Vltalls Musebe and Mukalo wa Kwayera, 
the managing and news editors of The People, an 
independent daily newspaper, were arrested and 
charged under the Official Secrets Act following an 
arucleon low morale In the army. Thecasewasstill 
pending at the end of 2000 

Refugees 
There continued to be reports of harassment of 
refugees by the police. In July over )oo people, mostly 
from Somalia, were arrested 10 Mombassa and accused 
ofbemg illegal immigrants 

Death penalty 
At least 2S people were sentenced to death dUring 2000, 
including a 70-year·old man and one man whose 
sentence was increased by the Court of Appeal from six 
years to death. More than 1,000 people were believed 
to be under sentence of death. The death sentence on 
one woman was repealed. In October a motion In 
parliament to abolish the death penalty fatled Only 66 
members of parliament attended the debate. 

Prison conditions 
Prison conditions 10 many pnsons amounted to cruel, 
inhuman and degrading treatment. Severe 
overcrowding, food and medical shortages and lackof 
clean drinking water resulted In scores of deaths. Some 
prisoners have reportedly been held for over five years, 
awaiting trial. The PreSident released 10,623 prisoners 
on Independence Day In December 
a In May, two members of the Munjlki religious group 
on remand were forCibly removed by prison officers from 
Nyerl PrOVincial General hospital, Central Province, after 
they had been admitted by the duty doctor because of 
the seriousness of their injuries. They were taken to the 
dIspensary In King'ong'o prison, Nyeri, which reportedly 
had no drugs or facihtles to treat their InjUries 

AI country report and visits 
Report 
• Kenya' Prisons - Deaths due to torture and cruel. 

Inhuman and degrading conditions (AI Index: AFR 
32/010/2000) 

Visits 
AI VISited Kenya in April to attend meetings With non­
governmental human rights organizatIons and In 
Novemberto attend a post-mortem. In October a launch 
meeting for AI's worldWide campaign against torture was 
held in Nairobi. 
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KOREA 
(DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF) 

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
Head of state: Klm Jong II 
Head of government: Hong Song Nam 
Capital: Pyongyang 
Population: 23.3 million 
Official language: Korean 
Death penalty: retentlon lst 

Thegovernmentofthe Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea (North Korea) stepped up its diplomatic and 
trade initiatives with the outside world. Although the 
food crisis was reported to have eased slightly, North 
Korea remained dependent on massive humanitarian 
aid. lack of access and government restrictions on the 
flow of information continued to hamper independent 
research, giving rise to concern that patterns of 
serious human rights violations remained hidden. 

Intensified diplomatic and trade links 
The North Korean government's diplomatic efforts 
were intensified in 2000, as the country became more 
engaged in regional and international affairs. In 
January, Italy became the first of the Group of Seven 
(G7) nations to establish full diplomatic ties with North 
Korea. Diplomatic links were also established with 
Australia and with the Philippines. The government 
showed interest in Improvmg ties with the USA, japan, 
Canada and several European countries, lnjuly, North 
Korea Jolned the AsSOCiation of South-East ASian 
Nations (ASEAN). 

North Korea and Japan resumed talks to normalize 
relations m April. However, the two countries remamed 
far apart on most key issues, Includingjapanese 
compensation for ItS occupation of the Korean 
peninsula between 1910 and 1945, and the 10 missmg 
Japanese nationals who Japan believes were abducted 
by North Korean agents m the 1970S and 1980s 

Contacts between North Korea and the USA 
accelerated. Foreign Mmlsters from both countnes 
held a meeting dUring the MEAN Regional Forum In 
Bangkok InJuly. ln October North Korea's Vice­
Chairman of the National Defence Commission met 
PreSident Bill Chnton, The two countnes later ISSUed a 
JOint communique on Improving relations. In October, 
US Secretary of State Madelelne Albnght viSited North 
Korea and held talks with Kim long 11 and other hlgh­
ranking offiCials. The USA again eased sanctions agamst 
North Korea, allowing reciprocal commercial activity, 
and announced mJune that it would donate more food 
aid through the World Food Program. In response. 
North Korea returned the remams of 26 US servicemen 
lost In action durmg the Korean war and promised to 
freeze its miSSile-testing program 

In May, Klm Jong 1 1  made an unprecedented state 
visit to Chma; hiS first official trip abroad since he came 
to power in 1994 
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Inter-Korean summit 
In a ground-breaking political move. the North Korean 
leader held a summit m mid-June in Pyongyang With the 
South Korean PreSident, Kim Dae-jung. The outcome of 
the summit was a declaration seeking eventual 
reunlficatlon. A series of meetings between North and 
South Korean offiCials followed and both sides agreed 
to ease military tension and guarantee peace on the 
Korean peninsula. Three channels of dialogue were 
established between the two Koreas. on economic. 
mil itary and family reunion issues. In August, 100 
separated families from both countries were bnefly 
reunited in Seoul, A second reunion was held at the end 
of November m Seoul and Pyongyang. 

Humanitarian crisis 
Although some Slight Improvement In the humanitarian 
situation was reported, the food crisis remamed 
severe, with the country facmg grave food shortages for 
the Sixth consecutive year, Uncertainty stili prevailed 
as to the distribution of food aid and the mOnitoring of 
needs, In March. the French aid agency Action contre la 
ralm. Action against Hunger. pulled out of North Korea 
on the grounds that "free and direct access to famine 
Victims is denied" 

Restrictions on information 
Reports suggested the eXistence of serious and hidden 
patterns of human rights violations, including publIC 
executions, torture. detention of pollllcal prisoners 
and inhumane prison conditions. However. 
mformatlon and access to the country remamed tightly 
restricted. and AI was unable to verify these reports 

Refugees 
The food criSiS led hundreds. possibly thousands, of 
people to cross the border into China where theIr 
sl1uation was very precarious. Some were reported to 
have been apprehended by Chinese and North Korean 
secunty forces and forCibly returned to North Korea, 
Little was known about what happened to the returnees 
but a number of sources reported that they often faced 
long imerrogatlon sessions and torture. Some 
returnees were sent to prison or labour camps where 
conditions were reported to be extremely harsh. 
B In January, seven North Korean refugees, including 
a I)·year-old boy. were forCibly returned from Chma. 
The seven refugees left North Korea for RUSSia via 
Chma and were recognized as refugees by the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). However, the 
Russian authorllles forcibly returned them to Chma. 
which sent them back to North Korea In June. It was 
reported that SIX of the seven refugees were serving 
·shorHerm pnson sentences· and that the I)-year-old­
boy had been released. although AI was not able to 
verify this Information, 

Intergovernmental organization 
In 1997. North Korea had announced ItS ·wllhdrawar 
from the International Covenant on CiVil and Political 
Rights (lCCPR). However. in March. the government 
submitted Its second periodic report on its 
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Implementation of the lCCPR to the UN Human Rights 
Committee. Its first report was submitted in 1984 

AI country report 
• Democratic People's Republic of Korea: Persecuting 

the starving - the plight of North Koreans fleeing to 
China (Al lndel( ASA 24/003/2000) 

KOREA 
(REPUBLIC OF) 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
Head of state: Kim Dae-Iung 
Head of government: Lee Han-dong 
Capital: Seoul 
Population: 47.4 mill ion 
Official language: Korean 
Death penalty: retentionlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict; Rome 
Statute of the International Cnminal Court 

President Kim Oae-jung's promises of domestic 
political and judicial reforms, including a review of the 
National Security Law and the enactment of a Human 
Rights law, were not realized. Reports suggested that 
the government had given up plans to form a National 
Human Rights Commission under the Ministry of 
Justice, amid continued debate about the proposed 
Commission's autonomy and powers. The number of 
political prisoners in long-term detention declined, but 
a number of political prisoners were arrested and held 
briefly, mostly students and activists belonging to 
banned pro-North Korean organizations. Most 
political prisoners continued to be detained under the 
vaguely worded provisions ofthe National Security 
law. Excessive force to quell trade union protests 
continued, and many trade unionists were arrested. 

Background 
The year was dominated by the thawing of relations 
between the Republic of Korea (South Korea) and the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea (North Korea). 
President Klm Dae-jung accepted an invitation to a 
summIt With North Korean leader Chairman KimJong 11 a 
few days before National Assembly elections in April. 
PreSident Kim Dae-jung's Millennium Democratic Party 
( MDP) did not gain a majority and remained a minoflty 
government, necessitating the continuation of a coalition 
with the United liberal Democratic Party(ULD), whose 
leader, lee Han-dong, was appointed Prime Minister In 
May. The single largest party in the National Assembly 
was the opposition Grand National Party (GNP). 
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Despite initial sceptiCism, the mid-June summit 
between the leaders of the two Koreas led to an 
increased impetus to Improve Inter-Korean relations. 
Changes Included the reunion of 100 separated families 
from each side in August and December. The South 
Korean Defence Minister. Cho Seong-tae, and the 
Defence MinisterofNorth Korea, Kim II-chol, met for the 
first time on CheJu island (South Korea). They agreed to 
work towards reducing tension on the Korean pemnsula. 
and to coordmate efforts on the Military Demarcation 
lmeand the Demilitarized Zone to expedite the 
construction of a railway and a road connecting North 
and South Korea. A third round of inter-Korean 
ministerial talks took place in September and ministers 
agreed to establish a Committee for the Promotlon of 
Inter·Korean Economic Cooperallon. Sixty-three former 
long-term �unconverted· prisoners were repatriated 
from South Korea to North Korea in September. 

PreSident Kim Dae-Jung was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize for his efforts in imprOVing relations 
between North and South Korea, for fostering 
democracy and for hiS role in East Tlmor and IndoneSia. 

National Security law 
As of 25 August, of the 99 political prisoners in 
detention, 54 were detained on charges under the 
National Security Law. Of these, the majorny were 
arrested under Article 7, which punishes membership of 
organizations deemed to "benefit the enem(. 
ImprOVing relations with North Korea prompted debate 
on reform of the National Secunty law. PreSident Kim 
Dae-jung. apparently encouraged by his award of the 
Nobel Peace Prize, announced his support for reviSions 
to the National Security Law. but opposition to reform 
in the National Assembly from both the GNP and the 
ULD prevented significant revisions. 
a Park Kyung·soon. who was sentenced to seven 
years' imprisonment under the National Secunty Law 
for reportedly leading the "Youngnam Committee". 
remained In Pusan prison. He was a pnsoner of 
conscience and was suffering from Cirrhosis of the liver. 
a Al least nine members of a univerSity student 
group, Hanchongryun, were detained in August under 
the National Security Law. accused of belongmg to an 
anti-state organization, praising North Korea and 
organiZing rallies propagating closer relauons With -the 
enemy·. They continued to be held at the end of 2000. 
a Eight men were detained for having organized and 
participated in an allegedly anti-state organizallon 
called Mlnhyukdang, the People's Revolutionary Party. 
Ha Young-Ok, a former student. was sentenced to eight 
years' imprisonment; Kim Kyung-hwan, a former 
journalist, was sentenced to four and half years; and 
Shim Jae-choon, a former lecturer, was sentenced to 
three and half years. Choi Chin-su, ParkJong-seok, Lee 
Uei-yeob and Han Yong-Jin were held in Seoul 
Detention Centre and their trials were contlOulOg at the 
end of 2000. ParkJung-hoon was released on bail. 

Security Surveillance law 
The Security Surveillance Law continued to be used to 
control and supervise the activities of former political 
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prisoners, mcluding pnsoners of conscience. Under the 
law, former prisoners have lO report regularly to the 
nearest police station, face restrictions on their 
freedom of movement, and are banned from meeting 
former political prisoners and participating In 
demonstrations, especially political demonstrauons. 
a Human rights activist and former pnsoner of 
conscIence SuhJun-shik, who was the first political 
prisoner to be released without signing the �Iaw­
abldance oath", had his appeal against the continued 
extension of the Security Surveillance Law rejected In 
September by the Western branch of the Seoul District 
Court. He lodged an appeal before the Seoul High 
Court. 

ment 
There were reports that suspects held under the 
National Securuy Law were held for interrogation in 
police detention for up to a month with limited access 
to relatives and lawyers There were also reports of 
detainees bemg beaten by police. Conditions in prisons 
continued to be harsh, with pnsoners held in unheated 
cells and demed adequate medical facIlities. 
a Kim Kyong-hwan, who was sentenced to four and a 
half years' Impnsonment for his involvement with 
Mmhyukdang, alleged that he had been beaten 
repeatedly dunng interrogation. 

Trade unions 
The police used excessive force to repress stnkes and 
protests by trade unionists. The Impact of the 1997 
economiC cnsis continued, and trade unions organized 
protests against harsh employment conditions, 
especially In service industnes such as hotels and in the 
fmancial sector. Labour activists numbered 29 of the 99 
political pnsoners In August 2000. 
a In June, police baton-charged a peaceful 
occupation by union activists at the lone Hotel and 
discharged tear gas in the confined corridors of the 
seventh noorof the hotel bUilding. They dragged dozens 
of protesters from a seventh-noor room. manyof whom 
complained of breathing difficulties and panic. 

Refugees 
Since It signed the UN Refugee Convention m 1992, the 
South Korean government had not granted refugee 
status to asylum-seekers from any country other than 
North Korea. There were fears that asylum-seekers 
were deported to countries where they risked grave 
human nghts violations, in violation of the prmciple of 
non-refoulement. Furthermore, the asylum 
determination process appeared to be weighted agamst 
the applicant, with inadequate interpretation facilities 
dunng interviews and no support for asylum-seekers 
while they await the decision. 

However, in an unprecedented decision, 28 Burmese 
asylum-seekers were al lowed to submit their 
applications for conSideration. 

Death penalty 
No executions have been carried out since 1998 when 
President Klm Dae-jung took charge. A bill to abolish 
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the death penalty was introduced by legislators m the 
National Assembly, but was not passed during 2000. 

AI country visit 
AI delegates vIsited South Korea in March, and met a 
number of non-governmental organizations. 

KUWAIT 

STATE OF KUWAIT 
Head of state: al-Shalkh Jaber al-Ahmad al-Sabah 
Head of government: al-Shaikh Sa'ad al-'Abdallah 
al-Sabah 
Capital: Kuwait City 
Population: 1.9 million 
Official language: Arablc 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the international Criminal Court 

At least 42 political prisoners, including prisoners of 
conscience, convicted in unfair trials since 1991, 
continued to be held. The fate of more than 70 
people who "disappeared" in custody in 1991 
remained unknown. At least 21 people were 
sentenced to death. One man was executed in 
February. The campaign to secure voting rights for 
women suffered a setback. 

Background 
in July the UN Human Rights Committee exammed the 
first report submitled by Kuwail since itS accession In 
1996 to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (lCCPR)_ The Committee expressed its 
concerns about a number of Issues, Including the 
number of people stili Imprisoned following their 
conviction in 1991 by the Martial Law Court in trials 
which did not meet minimum international standards 
of fair trial set by the IC(PR. The concluding 
observations of the Committee recommended that 
�Itlhe cases of persons still held under such sentences 
should be reviewed by an mdependent and impartial 
body, and compensation should be paid, .. where 
approprlate-. No steps to implement this 
recommendation were known to have been taken by 
the end of (he year. 

Women's voting rights 
Women's nghts activists continued their struggle to 
gain the fight to vote and stand for political offlce_ After 
being turned away by offiCials from registration 
centres, which opened in February to update the all­
male voters' lists, a number of women filed a complaint 
against the Minister of the Interior, al-Shaikh 
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Mohammad Khaled al-Sabah.l1l1s challenge.o .he 
legitimacy of Kuwait's electoral law, which demes 
women the nght to vote. was heard by the 
Constitutional Court in June and was rejected, The 
verdict In another complaint against the electoral law 
was due to be delivered by the Constitutional Court 10 
January 2001. In a public statement, AI urged the 
government to Withdraw lis reservations to the UN 
Women's Convention and the IC(PR and 10 gIve women 
all human nghts 

Bidun (stateless people) 
In May the National Assembly passed legIslation 
restricting the number of those who might qualify to 
apply for citizenship to less than one third of the total 
number of stateless Bldunremalmng in Kuwait. The first 
Inal of a Bldun. on charges of forgery and illegally SlaYing 
In Kuwait. began In September. Flftyother people were 
reported to be under Investigation and 1} ln detention on 
similar charges. If found guilty, they could face up to 
seven years In pnson followed by deportation. In effect, 
thousands of stateless Arabs living In Kuwait for decades 
could face compulsory deponauon if they failed to 
legalize thelrstalus by the end of 2000 

Freedom of expression 
Provisions of the Penal Code, along with articles in the 
Printing and Publlcauons law (Press Code) were used 
to limit freedom of expression. 
a In March the Misdemeanours Appeal Court handed 
down fines to two women writers - laila al'"Othman, 
onginally sentenced to two months' lmprisonment, and 
'Alia Shu'alb-and their publisher. Yahya Rubi'yan. The 
Appeal Court upheld charges of breaching public 
decency and uSing profane and Impious language made 
against Lalla al-'Othman; 'Alia Shu'alb was acquitted of 
all charges except those relaung to Press Code 
viola lions; charges relating to Violations of the Press 
and Penal Codes against Yahya Rubl'yan were upheld 

Death penalty 
At least 21 people were sentenced to death following 
conVictions for murder and drug-related offences Two 
others sentenced to death in prevIous years had their 
sentences upheld by (he Supreme Court. At the end of 
the year at least }o people were reported to be on death 
row, the majority of them having been convicted of 
drug offences or murder. A Kuwaiti national, Malar 
al-Mutalrl, sentenced to death in 1996 for murder, was 
hanged In February 
'Collaboration' trial 
The death sentence against Ala' Hussein AIi. a former 
colonel In the Kuwaiti army who led the so-called 
prOVisional government of Kuwait dunng the Iraqi 
occupation In 1990. was upheld by an appeal court In 
July. In December the Court of cassation adjourned ItS 
proceedings until January 1:001 in response to an appeal 
by .he defence 

AI country visits 
AI delegates VISited Kuwait in February. They met senior 
offiCials, including the Mlnlsterof Justice, and attended a 
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session of the wnters' trial. FollOWing the VISIt, the 
authontles Informed AI that Sabiha Rasan Khallatl had 
been granted an amnesty earlier in the year. She had 
been detained since 1991 after an unfair tnal. 

KYRGYZSTAN 

KYRGYl REPUBLIC 
Head of state: Askar Akayev 
Head of government: Kurmanbek Baklyev (replaced 
Amangeldy Murallyev In December) 
Capital: BlShkek 
Population: 4.6 million 
Dfficial languages: Kyrgyz, RUSSian 
Death penalty: retentlomst 

The clamfHIown on suspected supporters of banned 
Islamist opposition parties continued following new 
armed incursions into Kyrgyzstan in August by 
members of the banned Islamic Movement of 
Uzbekistan (IMU). At least one ethnic Uighur was 
forcibly deported to China. A leading opposition 
activist was imprisoned. Human rights groups, the 
independent media and opposition supporters came 
under increasing pressure from the authorities. 

Background 
Law enforcement officers reportedly used excessive 
force to break up peaceful demonstrations In several 
regions of the country protesungagalnst tr�ulantles In 
the February and March rounds of parliamentary 
electlons_ Hundredsof demonstrators, including women 
and the elderly, were reportedly detained and beaten 

Both the February parliamentary and the October 
preSidential elections were heaVily CritiCiZed by the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation In Europe 
(OSCE). Incumbent PreSident Askar Akayev won a third 
term In offlce amid claims that a controverSial 
mandatory Kyrgyz-Ianguage test for preSidential 
candidates had been aimed at excludmg the chairman 
of the OPPOSition Ar-Namysparty, Fellx Kulov 

In AugUSt a military court cleared Fellx Kulov of 
reportedly fabncated and politically motivated charges 
of abuse of authority while serving as a Mlnaster of 
National Secunty. He had spent six months In pre·tnal 
detention 

Arrests of suspected supporters of banned Islamist 
oPPOSItion parties increased follOWing renewed armed 
incursions by fighters of the IMU who crossed Kyrgyz 
territory from nelghbounngTaJlklstan on their way to 
Uzbeklstan in August. Units of IMU fighters also carned 
out attacks on Uzbek territory 

The PreSident extended the 1998 moratonum on 
executions until the end of 2001 
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Prisoner of conscience 
In September former prisoner of conscience and leader 
of the opposition Erkind,kparty, Topchubek 
Turgunahev, was sentenced 10 16 years' lmpnsonmenl 
on charges connected with an alleged plot 10 
assassinate the President, seven others were also 
convicted In the trial. Topchubek Turgunahev 
consistently dented the charges and alleged that the 
case against him was fabricated by the Ministry of 
National Security (MNS) In order to pUnish him for his 
peaceful political opposition activities. Three MNS 
officers reportedly admitted In court that there was not 
enough eVidence to support the al legations. The 
charges were based on the testimony of one of the co­
accused. Tlmur Stamkulov, who later confessed that he 
had carned out MNS Instructions to plan a fictitious 
assassination attempt In order to Implicate Topchubek 
Tu�unallev. In court, Tlmur Stamkulov reportedly 
retracted thiS confession. He was sentenced to four 
years' Impnsonment but was granted an amnesty and 
released 

The orher SIX co-accused claimed never to have met 
Topchubek Turgunallev until the tnal. They were 
sentenced to between I" and 17 years' Imprisonment. 
Blshkek City Court reduced their sentences on appeal 
by more than half On 10 November President Askar 
Akayev signed a decree grantmg them amnesties, 
reportedly because they had admitted their guilt and 
asked for pardon 

TopchubekTurgunahev did not qualify for the 
amnesty because he refused to admit any guilt. On 
appeal. hiS term was reduced to SIX years by Blshkek 
City Court. A further appeal agamst his conviction to 
the Supreme Court was still pending at the end of 2000 

In court Topchubek Turgunahev's co-accused, who 
were arrested In May 1999, alleged that they had been 
tortured and Il l-treated In pre-tnal detention to force 
them to confess Mamadyar Orozov, for example, 
alleged that he was beaten with batons on the soles of 
hiS feer. nearly suffocated with a gas mask and 
handcuffed to a radiator The court did not take any of 
these al legations Into consideration 

Harassment of human rights defenders 
d In April human rights activistS, Including former 
prisoners of conscience, founded the Guild of Prisoners 
of Conscience, and applied for registration to the 
Ministry of Justice. At the end of May the Ministry of 
Justice e)(plalned that It could not proceed with the 
registration of an o�anlzatlon created to defend the 
nghts of pnsoners of conscience smce the Kyrgyz 
ConstllUl!on prohibited anyone from bemg 
diSCriminated agamst because of their political views 
and the current cnmlnal code did not carry any articles 
for political crimes. 

In July Ramazan Dyryldayev, chairman of the 
Kyrgyz Committee for Human RightS (KCHR) was forced 
mto exile after the Ky�yz authOrities Issued a warrant 
for hiS arrest, reportedly detamed his son for 
questionmg, and sealed the KCHR's offices. Although 
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the procurator general allegedly ordered the cnmlnal 
case to be suspended, KCHR's lawyer believed that It 
was not safe for Ramazan Dyryldayev to return because 
the crlmmal tnvestlgation had not been offiCially 
closed. The cnmmal cha�es related to a dispute with a 
former KCHR member of staff over an unfair dismissal 
claim 

Restrictions on freedom of the press 
In the run-up to the parliamentary and presidential 
elecUons, the independent media came under 
increasing pressure from the authOrities for their 
coverage of opposition parties and candidates. For 
example, journalists and media organizations were 
sued ror libel and tax evasion or other administrallve or 
crlmmal oHences 
a Moldosali Ibrahimov, a freelance correspondent or 
the jalal-Abad regional newspaper Aky,kat and local 
KCHR activist, was round gUilty of defamauon and 
sentenced to two years' imprisonment by jalal-Abad 
City Court In June. The defamation charge related to an 
article he had written m which he reported rumours 
that a local district court judge had accepted a bribe In a 
dispute between two rival candidates in the 
parliamentary elections. He was released on appeal 
InJuly 

Forcible deportation 
Jelll Turdi. an ethnic Ulghur from the Xlnjiang Uighur 
Autonomous Region (XUAR) in the People's Republic or 
China was reponed to have been forcibly deported in 
ApnJ to China where he was at risk of torture and 
possibly the death penalty for alleged "separatist" 
activities. He was first detained by Kyrgyz police in 
early March 2000, reportedly for having an ill�al 
residence permit, then rearrested a rew weeks later 
after the Chmese embassy In Kyrgyzstan claimed that 
hiS Chmese documents were false. Accordmg to 
unofficial sources, however, Chinese security officers 
told their Ky�yz counterparts thatjehJ Turdl was 
wanted in Chma for mvolvement m a nationalist 
opposition group The Chmese officers reportedly took 
part injelil Turdl's mterrogatlon, during which he was 
allegedly tortured. Jelil Turdi was denied the 
opportunity to challenge the decision to deport him 
before a court m Kyrgyzstan 

AI country report 
10 Concerns in Europe, January-June 2000: Kyrgyzstan 
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LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
Head of state: Khamtay Siphandone 
Head of government: Sisavat Keobounphanh 
Capital: Vientlane 
Population: 5.4 million 
Official language: Lao 
Death penalty: retentlonist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: International 
Covenant on Civil and Pol itical Riljlhts; International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

Freedom of expression, association and religion 
continued to be severely restricted. Tight controls on 
information prevented adequate international and 
local monitoring of the human rights situation. At 
least five people were arrested in connection with a 
series of bomb attacks. Three prisoners of conscience 
and two political prisoners continued to be held in 
cruel, inhuman and degrading conditions. New 
information suggested that scores of people were 
detained for their Christian beliefs. The fate of 
protesters arrested in October 1999 remained 
unknown. 

Background 
A bombing campaign began in March, and at least nine 
bombs were planted during 2000 In busy public 
locations. mostly In Vlentiane, causing one death and 
dozens of injuries. No group claimed responsibility. but 
it was reported that the authorities had arrested five 
people. They were not Identified and there was no 
information on whether they had been charged and 
tned. In July there was an armed attack on customs and 
immigration ofrtces In the border village of Vang Tao, 
Champassak province, by alleged members of an armed 
opposItion group. SIX people were killed by Lao security 
forces, and 28 others were arrested after fleeing to 
Thailand. There were unconfirmed reports that at least 
15 people were arrested In November following a 
peaceful demonstration in Sanasomboune, 
Champassak province. As many as Joo demonstrators 
were reportedly calling for social justice and 
democracy. 

In December Laos hosted the first Ministerial 
meeting to be held between the European Union and 
the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
since 1997. 

Political prisoners 
Official secrecy about political imprisonment 
continued. At least five anti�government protesters 
arrested In October 1999 remained in detention. The 
authorities did not make public any Information about 
charges against them or their whereabouts, 
heightening concern for their safety. Thongpaseuth 
Keuakoun, Khamphouvleng Sisaath, Seng·Aloun 
Phengphanh, Bouavanh Chanhmanlvong and Keochay 
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were all members of the �Lao Students Movement for 
Democracy of 26 October 1999�, who had attempted to 
publicly call for respect for human fights, the release 
of polillcal pnsoners, a multl·party political system 
and elections for a new National Assembly_ Sinh Sanay 
and his sister Sinh Keotha were also reportedly 
arrested in October for involvement in the planned 
demonstration. The authorities denied that any 
protest or arrests had taken place, despite eyeWitness 
accounts. 

Two political prisoners, Sing Chanthakoumane and 
Pangtong Chokbengboun, detained for �re·education� 
Without charge or trial since 1975 and then sentenced to 
life imprisonment after an unfair trial in 1992, 
continued to be detained at Prison Camp 7 in Houa 
Phanh Province. 
a Pnsoners of conscience Feng Sakchlttaphong and 
Latsami Khamphoui, both 60 years old, remaIned in 
Prison Camp7, in a remote area of Houa Phanh 
Province. Both men were arrested in 1990 and 
sentenced to 14 years' Imprisonment 10 1992 following 
an unfaIr trial. Although they were charged with 
national secunty offences, It Is believed that they were 
Imprisoned solely for peacefully advocatlng non· 
Violent political and economic change. The conditions 
of their detention continued to be harsh, including 
being held in darkness for almost 24 hours a day and 
only being allowed to bathe in a river everyone or two 
weeks. Their health was fragI le and food and medical 
care were inadequate. Visiting rights for their families 
were severely restricted. 

Religious persecution 
Restrictions on freedom of religious expression 
continued with the authorities apparently regarding 
members of small unauthorized Christian churches With 
suspicion. New information suggested that scores of 
Christlans were arrested In 1999 and remained in 
detention, and that possibly dozens more were 
arrested throughout 2000. Christians worshipping in 
small church groups outside state control were 
reportedly asked to repent their faith in wnting or face 
imprisonment, confiscation of property and forced 
relocation of their families, OffiCial closure of 
unauthorized churches was also reported. InCIdents 
occurred all around the country in the provinces of 
Attapeu, Champassak, Houa Phanh, Luang Nam Tha, 
Luang Prabang, Phong Saly, Savannakhet, and 
Vienuane. 

Three pastors arrested in July 1999 in Luang Prahang 
Provtnce and sentenced to five years' impnsonment 
were reported to be In poor health_ Pastor Soonmee. 
Pastor Slsamouth and Pastor On Chan were detained 
With 13 other pastors and village elders. Arrests 
reported dUrlng2000 included Reverend Savath 
Heunllth, Pastor Thongla and PastorThongsouth In 
Sayaboury Province in May, and Pastor Ah Lon, 
reportedly Imprisoned in Bolikhamsal Province for 
three years. 
a Pa Tood, a rice farmer and local church leader 
arrested WIth 15 others tn March 1999 in Savannakhet 
Province rematned in detention In Savannakhet City 
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Prison He was reportedlv held in stocks in solitary 
confinement because of his refusal to repent his faith 
a Khamtanh Phousy, a pnsonerof conSCience 
detained since 1996, remained in detenuon at Prison 
Camp 7 in Houa Phanh Province. A former army officer 
who converted to Christianity, he had been sentenced 
to seven years' Imprisonment for -irresponsibility In his 
work� and corruption. AI believes that the charges 
against him were politically motivated 

Torture and ill-treatment In police stations were 
widespread. One person Interviewed described It as 
�normal practice- when a relative detained on criminal 
charges was beaten. kicked and punched by police in 
order to make him confess. 

Prisoners were commonly held in conditions 
amounting to cruel, Inhuman or degrading treatment. 
Reports of iII·treatment and torture of pnsoners 
included beatings. being held in stocks for long periods 
of time, depnvation of light. adequate food, water and 
medication. and the use of solitary confinement cells. 
Access to family was also denied. 

Official responses 
Letters from officials in Lao embaSSies showed lack of 
knowledge about individual prisoner cases and 
dismissed concerns about human nghts violations. 

AI country report 
• Lao People's Democratic Republic: The October 

protesters - where are they? (AI Index: ASA 
26/004/2000) 

LATVIA 

REPUBLIC OF LATVIA 
Head of state: Vaira Vike-Freiberga 
Head of government: Andris Berzins (replaced Andris 
Skele In May) 
Capital: Rlga 
Population: 2.3 million 
Offidal language: Lettish 
Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crim_es ___ _ 

The authorities considered introducing an alternative 
service to compulsory mil itary service. There was no 
universal provision for such an alternative service in 
domestic legislation. Under the Amendment to the 
Law on Compulsory Military Service. adopted in 
December 1999. only ordained and trainee clencs 
who belonged to religious organizations registered by 
the Ministryof Justice were exempted from military 
service. 
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In August the Ministry of Defence Issued a statement 
outlining its position regarding the introduction of an 
alternative service and statmg itS wish to convene a 
round-table discussion of the issue with various non· 
governmental organizations and religious groups 
However. there was concern that the Ministry of 
Defence's model did not appear to provide for a 
genuinely ciVilian alternative service. since 
conscientious objectOrs could be forced to perform 
non-combatant support functions m the armed forces 
No decision had been taken by Ihe end of the year. 

AI country report 
• latvia: The right to conscientious objection (AI Index: 

EUR 52/001/2000) 

LEBAN ON 

LEBANESE REPUBLIC 
Head of state: Emile Lahoud 
Head of government: Rafiq al-Harin (replaced Salim 
al-Huss in October) 
Capital: Beirut 
Population: 3.2 mi llion 
Official language: Arabic 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Convention 
against Torture 

Hundreds of people, including students and 
suspected opponents of the government, were 
arrested on political grounds. Most were arrested 
after demonstrations or other forms of peaceful 
protest and held in short-term detention_ A dozen of 
the student demonstrators received unfair trials 
before the Military Court. Hundreds of former 
members orsupporters of the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) received summary trials which fell short of 
international fair trial standards. There were reports 
of torture and ill-treatment At least eight people 
were sentenced to death, but there were no 
executions. 

Background 
Former Prime Minister Rafiq al·Hariri won an 
overwhelming majority in Beirut Province in the AuguSt 
parliamentary elections and was appointed Prime 
Minister in October. 

Israel withdrew from its self-styled ·security zone� In 
south Lebanon In May. Israel's proxy militia. the SLA. 
collapsed in the wake of the Israeli Withdrawal 
resulting in the release of the remaining detainees In al· 
Khiam detention centre. Borders belween Lebanon and 
Israel were redrawn under the auspIces of the UN. 
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pursuant to Security Council Resolution 425 of 1978. 
Shab'a Farms in southeast Lebanon remained a 
disputed territory between the two countries. The UN 
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) was deployed in the 
former ·security zone" following verification of Israeli 
withdrawal. 

Syria maintained its military presence in Lebanon 
with the agreement of the Lebanese government. There 
were discussions in Parliament as well as religious and 
political circles about reassessing the Syrian presence 
in Lebanon. 

At least 31 people died in armed clashes between an 
Islamist group and Lebanese security forces in the 
Dinnlyah plateau east ofTripolt In north Lebanon. The 
dead included 18 1slamlst militants, twO women 
hostages, and 11 soldiers. More than 50 members of 
the Islamist group were arrested following these 
clashes and referred for trial before the Justice 
Council. 

AI opened a regional office for the Middle East in 
Beirut In October. 

Arrests 
Hundreds of people were arrested on political grounds. 
They included suspected members of an Islamist group; 
students connected with the Free Patriotic Movement, 
which supports former eXiled army commander 
General Michel 'Aoun; suspected members of the 
Lebanese Forces (LF) party; and suspected 
collaborators with the SLA. 
a At least 90 suspected members or supporters of the 
unauthorized LF party were arrested in September and 
October. These arrests followed a church mass and 
demonstration organized by the LF in Mount Lebanon 
to commemorate the death of Bash!r al-GemayeJ, 
President-elect and founder of the LF who was killed In 
[982. Most of those arrested were detained for a few 
hours or days and released without charge. Some were 
reportedly forced to sign an undertaking not to engage 
in any political activity. 
a At least four people were arrested in August in 
Junleh by the security forces for possessingand 
distributing literature calling for a boycott of the 
August 2000 parliamentary elections. They were 
released shortly afterwards without charge. 
e Two brothers, 'Umar and Samer Mas·ud. were 
arrested in Oubayat in August, reportedly by ajoint 
Lebanese-Syrian force for writing slogans on the walls 
calling for a boycott of the elections. They were said to 
have been taken to the Syrian intelligence 
headquarters in Halba for interrogation. They were 
released on the same day. 

Unfairtrials 
More than a thousand political prisoners were tried 
before the Military Court in summary proceedings. 
Scores of others were tried before the Justice Council 
whose verdicts are not subject to judicial review. The 
proceedings of both courts failed to meet international 
fair trial standards. 
e In April. [2 students from the Free Patriotic 
Movement were tried by the Military Court on charges 
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of assaulting the police and obstructing the highway. 
The students demed the charges, but were sentenced to 
between [0 and 45 days' Imprisonment. 
a More than 2.300 former SLA members and al leged 
�col1aborators� with Israel were brought for trial before 
the Military Court. Most were sentenced to between 
one month and five years' imprisonment and fines or 
restriction orders. The longest sentence handed down 
was [5 years' Imprisonment. 

In breach of international human rights standards, 
defendants were detained incommunicado by 
Lebanese military intell igence for up to 10 days. There 
was concern that such summary trials, with barely 
seven minutes spent on each individual, neither 
allowed the innocent to be acquitted nor ensured that 
those who committed war Crimes, including the 
systematic torture of detainees in Khiam, would be 
discovered. 
Cl At least 6) defendants were referred for trial 
before the Justice Council in connection With the 
Dinniyah clashes. The trial was scheduled to start in 
January 2001. 

There were some reports of lOrture and Ill-treatment. 
including police brutality. Methods of torture reported 
included sleep deprivatiOn, prolonged standing, 
psychological torture, beating, electriC shocks and 
Farruj (chicken) where the victim is strapped to a 
revolving wooden bar resembling a roasting spit and 
beaten. 
a Those detained In connection with the Dinniyah 
case were allegedly tortured and ill-treated dUring 
Incommunicado detention. Khaled Minawi, aged [5, was 
reportedly beaten by members of the security forces 
durIng Interrogation at al-Oubbah detention centre In 
Tripoli. 
a Hiba Ma'saranl. who was bemg tried by the 
Criminal Court ofTripoli. stated that she had been 
repeatedly subjected to different forms of torture, 
including Farrujand beating during pre-trial detention 
in 1997 and again in February 2000. 
a Detained asylum-seekers and refugees were also 
allegedly tortured and il l-treated. Talib Yasslr Sabbah, a 
recognized Iraqi refugee, stated that he was subjected 
to various forms of torture Including Farrujand locked 
up for hours in a small. crowded and overheated cell 
while in detention in Furn al-Shihack, 
a During the trial of former SLA members some of 
the defendants stated that they had been tortured In 
pre-trial detention. 

In none of the above cases were investigations 
known to have been carried out. 
Khiam detention centre 
In the wake of the Israeli w[thdrawal from south 
Lebanon, and the collapse of the SLA. people in the 
surrounding areas broke Into the Khiam detention 
centre and set the detainees free. For years torture and 
ill-treatment had been routine in Khiam where 
detainees were held outSide any legal framework, At 
the time of their liberation there were [44 remaining 
detainees, some of whom had spent up to 14 years in 
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detention without charge or trial. Among the detamees 
were five women, two of whom, Casetle Ibrahim and 
Najwa Samhat, were hospitalized in March for illnesses 
Incurred as a result of torture and iII·treatment. Sixteen 
detainees were believed to have died in Khiam as a 
result of torture durmg the previous IS years 

Human rights defenders 
Two human rights defenders - Muhammad Mugraby, a 
lawyer, and Kamal al-Bata!. director of the human 
rights group Mirsad-were subjected to harassment 
and prosecution before criminal and military courts. In 
May Muhammad Mugraby was charged with libel, 
defamation and dishonouring the Judiciary in 
connection with criticisms he had made and his 
allegations of professional misconduct agamst five 
named Judges. Kamal ai-Ba tal was first summoned by 
the police for interrogation concerning an urgent 
appeal issued by Mirsadexpressing concern about a 
raid by the Lebanese vice-squad on an Internet service 
provider, "Destmation�, and the interrogation of its 
manager about a Lebanese gay website. Kamal al-Batal 
appeared before the Military Court In November on 
charges of "tarnishmg the reputation of the vice­
squad�. The trials of both men were contmulng at the 
end of the year. 

Death penalty 
At least eight people were sentenced to death; no one 
was executed. At the end of the year, 10 people were 
reported to be on death row. 
e:i Hussaln 'All 'Alyan, a rormersergeant in the 
Lebanese Army, was sentenced to death by the Military 
Court in January on charges of·collaboration� with 
Israel. 

Three death sentences passed in previous years were 
upheld by the Cnminal Court of Cassation. In March the 
executions of two men were suspended following the 
refusal of then Prime Minister Salim al-Huss to sign the 
death penalty decree 

'Disappearances' 
In January the government set up an official 
Commission of Inquiry mto the fate of those missing 
and kidnapped during the civil war (1975 to 1990). The 
Commission, which was headed by an army general 
and composed of four other military and security 
officers, was created as a result of pressure from the 
families of the "disappeared". A committee for the 
Relatives of the Kidnapped and Missing held vigils near 
the premises of the weekly Cabinet meeungs outside 
the Beirut Museum. In July the Commission made 
public the conclusions of ItS report statmg that none of 
the ·disappeared� was alive In Lebanon and 
recommending that those missing for at least four 
years should be considered dead. A list of 216 people 
whose families believed they had been taken by Israeli 
forces or transferred to Israel was sent to the Israeli 
government through the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (lCRC). A list of 168 people whose 
families believed they had been taken by Syrian forces 
or transferred to Syria was sent to the Syrian 
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government. Both governments denied all knowledge 
of the whereabouts of those on the lists. 

Refugees 
Hundreds of refugees and asylum-seekers, especially 
those from Iraq and Sudan, were periodically detained 
on charges of illegal entry and residence in Lebanon. 
Scores of asylum-seekers were deported from Lebanon, 
some while their cases were still under review by the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Most claimed 
that they were tortured or held In conditions amountmg 
to cruel, inhuman or d�rading treatment to force them 
to accept deportation to their countries of origin. 
e:i Trabun Ibrahim laku, a Sudanese national, was 
arrested In April and detained for six months. He was 
released in October suffering from partial paralysis and 
severe back pains. By the end of the year no 
investigation has been launched into hiS allegations of 
torture and ill-treatment. 
a 'Ammar Kazlm Shams, an Iraqi national who had 
been recognized as a refugee by the UNHCR in May, was 
deported from Lebanon to an unknown destination. 
There are fears that he may have been forcibly relUrned 
to Iraq where he was at risk of human nghts violations 

AI country statements and visits 
Statements 
• Lebanon: Commission of Inquiry into -disappearance­

must be effective and public (AI Index: MDE 
18/001/2000) 

• Amnesty International calls on all involved in the 
conflict in south Lebanon to respect international 
human rights and humanitarian law (Ai Index: MDE 
1 5/020/2000) 

• Lebanon: Guiltand innocence blurred in summary 
tnals (AI Index: MDE 18/01 0/2000) 

Visits 
AI delegates visited Lebanon several times during 2000 
for research, trial observation and meetings with 
government officials, including Pnme MinisterSalim ai­
Huss. ln March the Lebanese authorities approved a 
request by AI to open a regional office in Beirut forthe 
promotion of human rights education and awareness. 
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LESOTHO 

KINGDOM O f  lESOTHO 
Head of state: King Letsle I1 1  
Head of government: Pakahtha Bethuel MOSISili 
Capital: Maseru 
Population: 2.1 million 
Official languages: Sesotho, English 
Death penalty: retentlonist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the International Covenanton Civil and 
Political Rights; Optional Protocol to the UN Children's 
Convention on the involvement of children in armed con· 
fliet; OptIonal Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; 
Rome Statute of the International Cnminal Court 

Political conflict continued during 2000 over the 
implementation of political reforms necessary for 
holding elections. Thirty-three soldiers were 
convicted of mutiny with violence. Concerns 
remained about the independence and impartial ity 
of the trial proceedings and the appeals process. 
There were new reports of torture and i ll·treatment 
and of excessive use of force by law enforcement 
agents. 

Background 
PoiJtical tension continued during2ooo, exacerbated 
by the failure to Implement the new electoral system 
agreed upon by the government and the multi-parry 
Interim Political Authority OPA) in December 1999. 
Representatives of intergovernmental organizations, 
including the Southern African Development 
Community and the Commonwealth, intervened again 
to try to resolve the protracted conflict between the 
government and the IPA. 

Under the November 1998 law which established the 
IPA, the authorities were obliged to hold elections 
within the following 18 months. However, elections 
scheduled for May were postponed, and a newly· 
apPOinted Independent Electoral Commission 
announced a prOVisional timetable for elections in 
2001. 

The failure to hold elections in May led to some 
protests. Opposition political leaders distanced 
themselves from calls by unidentified organizations 
for a stay-away from work. There were threats of 
Violence against those who ignored the call and many 
bUSinesses closed out of fear of disturbances. Heavily 
armed police and soldiers patrolled Maseru and five 
people were reportedly arrested 10 connection with 
the stay·away. 

In April the government appointed a commission of 
lOqulry into the political disturbances which occurred 
between I July and )o November 1998. 

RemalOing mll1tary instructors and forces from South 
Africa and Botswana withdrew from lesotho after 
completing their retraining program for lesotho 
Defence Force (LDF) units. 
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There were a number of reports of torture of cnminal 
suspects by police. Allegations included the use 
dunng interrogatIon of suffocation With rubber 
tubing, being forced to strip, Cigarette burns and 
beatlOgs. 
a The government settled out of court a claim for 
damages from Molthen Katiso who alleged that he had 
been tortured in lesotho by members of the South 
African National Defence Force in September 1998, He 
alleged that he had been kicked and beaten with gun 
butts, includmgon hIS face. 

Excessive use of force 
Thesecunty forces were Involved in kill ings and 
inJunes in disputed circumstances. There were 
allegations of excessive use of force. 
a An LDF soldier, Corporal Monesapula, who was 
al legedly bemg sought by the combined police· 
military Counter Cnme Unit (CCU) In connection with 
criminal mvestigations, was found dead with gunshot 
wounds to the head. He had reportedly fled from 
Ratjamose Barracks where he had been questJoned by 
the Military Police on 16 January. HIS body was found 
about two weeks later at Ha Khabisi, lower down the 
Caledon River. An army spokesman stated that 
Military Police had searched him for weapons when 
he reported to Rarjamose Barracks, but claimed also 
that Corporal Monesapula had pulled a gun when he 
fled. There were separate reports that two army 
officers chased him as he fled towards the Caledon 
River. No inquest into his death had been held by the 
end of 2000. 
a CCU members searching for guns opened fire with 
automatic weapons on Anthony Phafa, a Pltseng 
reSident, after he denied possessing guns. During 
nearly three months of hospital treatment 10 Maseru, 
he was kept under guard and chained by his feet to the 
hospital bed railings. He was not charged with any 
offence until hiS transfer from the hospItal to leribe 
police station in mid· March. 

Political trials 
in November, )) LDF soldiers were convicted of mutiny 
with violence, an offence carrying the death penalty, 
for their role in the jUnior officers' insurrection of 
September 1998. They were sentenced to between 
three and I) years' imprisonment. Four other 
defendants were acqUItted. In August, In a separate but 
linked court martial, three further lDF soldiers were 
convicted of mutlOY and sentenced to prison terms of 
between five and I) years. 

Concerns remained that these court martial trials, as 
well as the appeal processes available to the convicted 
soldiers, did not meet international standards for 
independence and impartiality. The accused had been 
lO custody since October 1998. 

Twenty-five police officers were acquitted of the 
capital offence of high treason but convicted of sedition 
in connection with a February 1997 police mutiny which 
was suppressed by the army. Thirteen received pnson 
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sentences o f  u p  t o  three years, partly suspended The 
remainder were fined. The defendants had been in 
custody since February 1997. 

The trial continued of eight police officers in 
connection with the fatal shootings In Maseru Central 
Police Station in 1995- The arrest of these officers had 
sparked the February 1997 mutiny 

Human rights defenders 
Benedict Leuta. a campaigner for the rights of 
communities affected by the Lesotho Highlands Water 
Project, was harassed by National Security Service 
members. They seized a number of documents from 
his home and questioned him about hiS activities and 
about his views. 

Government communications 
In letters to the authorities, AI raised concerns about 
the harassment of Benedlct Leuta_ In rephes, the 
National Secunty Service gave assurances of their 
respect for the rights of freedom of aSSOCiatiOn, 
movement and expression. AI also raised with the 
authorities Its concerns about continuing reports of 
torture and excessive use of force In the context of 
cnminal lnvestlgations 

LI BERIA 

REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 
Head of state and government: Charles G. Taylor 
Capital: Monrovla 
Population: 3.1 million 
Official language: EnglISh 
Death penalty: retentionist 

Torture, ill-treatment and other human rights 
violations continued to be carried out by the security 
forces. Human rights defenders and journalists were 
arrested, assaulted and forced into exile. Political 
prisoners were sentenced to prison terms after trials 
which failed to meet international standards for fair 
trial. There was no progress in investigating past 
human rights abuses. The international community 
continued to accuse the Liberian government of 
assisting rebel forces responsible for atrocities in 
neighbouring Sierra leone. 

Fighting in Lofa County 
In July armed oPPOsItion forces attacked Lofa County, 
northern Liberia; the government deployed the armed 
forces, the Anti-Terrorist Unit and war veterans against 
them. The government accused the Guinean 
government of allOWing attacks on Liberia from bases 
In neighbouring GUinea Thousands of people fled 
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upper Lofa County. In December the Liberian 
authonties reported that about 100 soldiers had been 
killed In the fighting 

From September hostilities between armed groups 
along the borders between Liberia, Sierra Leone and 
Guinea resulted In massive population displacement. 
The Guinean authorities accused armed groups backed 
by LIberia and Burkina Faso, the armed opposition in 
Sierra Leone and Guinean diSSidents of killing hundreds 
of people In attacks on border towns In the Macenta 
region of Guinea. The attacks resulted in massive 
displacement of liberian and Sierra Leonean refugees 
and of Guinean nationals. 

More than a hundred people, mostly belonging to the 
Mandlngo ethniC group, were arrested by government 
security forces on suspicion of backing the Incursion 
into Lofa County. Most of those arrested were held 
Incommunicado Without charge in unoffiCial detention 
centres, Including the military base in Gbatala. and 
were tortured. Dozens were allegedly extrajudicially 
executed. The number of those held incommunicado 
and summarily executed could be higher. Sierra 
Leonean refugees, including former child soldiers, were 
reportedly recruited by the Sierra Leone armed 
opposition which was supported by the Uberian 
government. There were also reports of forCible 
recruitment of liberian nationals by the Liberian 
secunty forces. Insurgents allegedly from Guinea were 
accused of carrying out abductions of Civilians. 

EthniC clashes broke out follOWing the Incursion and 
members of the Mandingo community suspected of 
backing insurgents came under armed attack by 
Civilians in Lofa and Ntmba Counties, allegedly with the 
acquiescence of local security forces on at least one 
occasion. 

Involvement in the Sierra Leone conflict 
The International community continued to accuse the 
Liberian government of providing arms, ammunition 
and fighters. In violation of a 1998 UN embargo, to 
armed opposition forces in neighbouring Sierra Leone 
which have been responSible for large-scale atrocities 
against civilians. 

The Liberian government continued to deny the 
allegations. accused the US and United Kingdom (UK) 
governments of seeking to destabilize Liberia, and 
called for an Independent Investigation. 

I n June the European Union expressed concern 
about Liberia's role in the illicit diamond trade from 
Sierra Leone and its failure to SlOP arms reaching rebel 
forces in Sierra Leone through Liberian territory, and 
threatened to suspend aid 10 Llbena, In July the UN 
Security CounCil imposed an embargo on diamond 
exports from Sierra Leone. In October the US 
government imposed visa restrictions on senior 
liberian offiCials; the Liberian authorities announced 
reCiprocal measures. 

A UN panel of experts, established In August to 
Investigate the link between the diamond trade and the 
conflict In Sierra Leone, published Its report in 
December. The panel found eVidence of the liberian 
government's support for rebel forces in Sierra Leone, 
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including military training and weapons transfers. and 
of traHlcklng of diamonds through Liberia from rebel· 
held areas Other governments were found to have 
been Implicated The panel made recommendations. 
including for an emba� on diamonds from Liberia and 
a travel ban on Liberian officials by UN member states 

Amnesty International called for diamond trading m 
western Africa to be investigated and regulated In 
order to stOp diamonds from rebel·held areas of Sierra 
Leone financing the purchase of arms used to kill and 
mutilate civilians In Sierra Leone. 

Impunity 
No progress was made by the authorities In bringing 
to jusUce the perpetratOrs of massive human rights 
abuses carried out dUring the seven· year civil war 
which ended In 1996 There were also no independent 
mvestigations into political killings and other human 
rights violations committed by the security forces or 
armed groups operating 10 support of the government 
since the return to constitutional rule In 1997 Those 
responsible for the killing of Samuel Dokie. a former 
government minister who was arrested and later 
found dead with three others 10 1997. were not 
brought to justice 

No independent or thorough investigation was 
carried out mto alleged extrajudiCial executions, 
tOrture and other human rights violations against 
members of the Krahn ethnic group and others dUring 
fJghting In September 1998 between forces loyal to 
President Taylor and supporters of RooseveltJohnson, 
a former faction leader. A 1999 UN Investigation Into 
the fighting obtained accounts of extrajudicial 
executions and other human rights violations by 
government security forces. They found that the dead 
and Injured numbered several hundred and that ethnic 
Krahns had been targeted. The government had said 
100 people had been killed or injured 

No trainmg In mternational human rights standards 
was known to have been provided to the security 
forces. Includmg special forces such as the Anti­
Terrorist Unit which have been accused of serious 
human rights violations Former combatants of the 
armed opposition group formerly headed by Charles 
Taylor, the Nallonal PatriOtic Front of liberia, which 
was implicated In major human rights violations, were 
recruited to the security forces without training in 
human rights 

There were further reports of extrajudicial executions 
The security forces continued to be responsible for 
torture and ill-treatment of political prisoners and 
criminal suspects. Liberian human rights orgamzatlons 
called for the closure of the Anti·Terrorlst Unit base In 
Gbatala, central liberla. where detainees have been 
tortured Detention conditions In most police cells and 
prisons contmued 10 be so harsh as to amount to cruel. 
Inhuman and degrading treatment. Beatmgs and 
harassment of ciVIlians by members of the security 
forces and former combatants continued. especially in 
rural areas 
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a I n  May the bodyguards o f  a government official 
reportedly beat and burned three people in Monrovia; 
they were suspected of stealing from the offiCial One of 
them, Gbaela Willle, died as a result of his mjurles 
Monrovia police reportedly arrested four bodyguards 
and opened an invesllgallon IntO the death 
e:i In September an army commander said that he had 
personally executed Aruna Soakal. an Anti-Terrorist 
Unit offlcer. In the town of VomJama, Lofa County. for 
killing a soldier in August. 
a In November a Senate committee mvestigated 
allegations that a senator had ordered the security 
forces to detain illegally, beat and nog civilians in River 
Gee County, southeastern liberia. The investigation 
had nOt been completed by the end of the year 

Attacks on the news media and human rights 
defende" 
Journalists and human rights defenders were arrested. 
physically abused and threatened by the Liberian 
authorities 
n In March Suah Deddeh. Chair of the Liberian Press 
Union, was arrested and queslloned by security officers 
after crltlcizmg the closure of two privately owned 
radio stations. Star Radio and Radio Ventas. by the 
authorities. He was released the next day without 
charge. After protests. RadiO Ventas was allowed to 
reopen but Star Radio remamed banned. 
� In late MarchJamesTorh, a prominent human rights 
activist. ned the country after Anti-Terrorist Unit officers 
twice came looking for him at his home at night In 
December 1999 he had been brleny delained and charged 
with sedition for allegedly making remarks critical of the 
government. When he did not appear at a coun hearing 
m April, the authOrities ordered hiS rearrest 
� In August. four journalists working for Channel 4. a 
UK teleVISion stallon -Sorlous Samura, Gugulakhe 
Radebe. Davld Bame and TimOthy John lambon - were 
detained for several days in Monrovla and accused of 
sPYing. The four were beaten followmg their arrest and 
one of them was threatened With death They were 
released unconditionally after widespread protests 
a In September. staff members of the mdependent 
New Democrat. Including Its editor Charles Jacl<son. 
ned Liberia following death threats, intimidation and 
harassment by the security forces. 
� In November armed men believed tobe clvll war 
veterans. who reportedly included a senior armed 
forces oHicer, attacked members of a non­
governmental organization. the Centre for DemocratiC 
Empowerment (CEDE), in Monrovia. They stabbed and 
wounded Con many Wesseh. and phYSically assaulted 
Amos Sawyer. formerly head of the Liberian Interim 
government dUring the CIVil war and CEDE Chairman. 
and other stafr. The armed forces officer and seven 
others were subsequently charged with aggravated 
assault and released on ball to await trial. However. 
others believed to be also responSible for the attack 
were not known to have been Investigated by police. 
Local human rights actiVists called for an Independent 
inquiry. Suspects arrested in connection with a 1999 
attack on the home of Con many Wesseh and death 
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threats against his family had been released without 
charge or trial despite evidence against them 

Sedition and treason trials 
One trial ended. another started and an appeal was 
heard 10 trials held in connection with the fighting in 
Monrovla in September 1998 between government 
forces and forces loyal to opposition leader Roosevel( 
Johnson. 
Cl In February a court martial convicted four army 
officers of sedition-General Joseph Jarlee. Major 
Aiphonso Dubar, Master Sergeant Alexander Gee and 
PnvateOkpakakpu Monger-and sentenced them to 
10 years' Imprisonment. Five other orncers were 
acquitted. There were concerns that the trial did not 
meet international standards for fair trial and about the 
alleged intimidation of defence lawyers. The 
defendants. who were reportedly beaten following 
their arrest, continued to be detained in harsh 
conditions at a military barracks. General Jarlee was 
reportedly denied adequate food or medical treatment. 
a In June the treason trial started of five clvilians­
Jardlah S. Farley. Charles C. Sobue. Kaye Gbagba. Alpha 
Massaley and Roosevelt Togba - suspected of 
supporung Roosevelt Johnson's forces. The trial had 
not concluded by the end of 2000. 

a In December the Supreme Court heard appeals by 
13 people convicted of treason In April 1999 and by the 
prosecution In the same case which called for longer 
pnson sentences. The Court Increased the sentences 
from 10 to 20 years' lmpnsonment. In April 1999 the 
Criminal Court had given as its reason for a lenient 
sentence the �need for genutne reconciliation in the 
country�. The trial had been marred by irregulanties 
and some of the defendants had been beaten severely 
follOWing their arrest. Most were former government 
offiCials serving lo-year prison sentences in the Central 
Prison, Monrovia, where they were reportedly 
harassed and denied adequate medical care. 
a In August the Libenan government issued an arrest 
warrant for Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, an opposition leader 
in eXile, to face treason charges, with 14 others, for 
allegedly supporting the insurgents. Of those charged, 
only Raleigh Seekie was arrested and was still In 
detention awaiting trial at the end of 2000. Several 
other civilians suspected of supporting the insurgents 
were reported to have been arrested in Monrovia and 
tn other parts of the country. It was not known whether 
they had been released by the end of the year. 

AI reports 
• Liberia: Crackdown on media signals further repression 

of human rights defenders (AI Index: AFR 
34/001 /2000) 

• Liberia: Attacks on media continue with the arrest of a 
foreign television crew (AI Index: AFR 34/002/2000) 

• Uberia: Fear forsafetyofConmanyWesseh and others 
(AI Index: AFR 34/004/2000) 
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LI BYA 

SOCIALIST PEOPLE'S LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA 
Head of state: Mu'ammar al-Gaddafi 
Capital: Tripoir 
Population: 5.6 million 
Official language: Arable 
Death penalty: retentronrst 

Hundreds of political prisoners, including prisoners 
of conscience and possible prisoners of conscience, 
remained in detention, many without charge or trial. 
Libyans forcibly returned to the country, including 
asylum-seekers, were believed to have been 
subjected to human rights violations. Torture, 
especially during incommunicado detention, 
continued to be reported. The authorities failed to 
protect hundreds of sub-Saharan Africans from 
racist attacks, reportedly leading to the killings of 
dozens of Africans, The death penalty remained in 
force. 

Background 
There were two government reshuffles durlOg the year. 
In March a new government was apPOinted and the 
Ministries of Justice and General Security were 
combined into one ministry. The reshuffles also 
Included the abolition of several ministries, Includmg 
the Information Ministry, and the allocation of their 
responsibilities to other bodies. 

Diplomatic and economiC ties were resumed as part of 
Libya's re-entry into the International arena, following 
the suspension or sanctions in April 1999. Colonel 
Mu'ammar al-Gaddafi continued to call for advances in 
African uniry, including the establishment of an Afncan 
parliament and political and economic union. 

Libya had no independent non-governmental 
organizations, human nghts groups or Independent bar 
association. Libyan law prohibits the formation of 
political parties and cnticlsm of the political system. 
The press continued to be stnctly controlled by the 
government. 

The lockerbie trial 
In May the trial began of two libyans, 'Abd ai-BaSil al­
Miqrahi and al-Amin Khalifa Fahtma, accused of the 
1988 bombing of an alrplane over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
which killed 270 people. The two defendants pleaded 
not guilty to charges of murder, conspiracy to murder 
and violation of the Aviation Security Act. The trial was 
continuing at (he end of the year. 

The UTA airliner bombing 
In October a French Court of Appeals authOrized a 
judicial Investigation into charges against Colonel 
Mu'ammar al-Gaddafl for complicity to murder in 
connection wllh the 1989 UTA airliner bombing. The 
Pans Public Prosecutor's Office subsequently appealed 
against the ruling. 
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Racist attacks 
In September racist attacks against sub·Saharan 
Africans, includmg Chadlan, Niger and Sudanese 
nationals among others, reportedly led to dozens of 
deaths and scores of Injuries. In contrast, at the 28th 
Ordinary Session of the African Commission on Human 
and Peoples' Rights in October, a Libyan representative 
claimed that five people, including one libyan, had died 
in the attacks. Disturbances In Tripoli and neighbounng 
al-Zawiyah soon spread to other parts of the country, 
leavmg many homeless after their homes were burned 
and looted. As a result. many of the victims were forced 
10 live in special camps, where sanitation was 
reportedly very poor and where on occaSion members 
of the security forces failed to protect them from 
further attack. 

On at least one occasion, there were allesauons of 
police Involvement in the attacks. Large numbers of 
Chadians. Ghanaians. Nigerians and other sub-Saharan 
Africans were repatriated after seeking refuge at theIr 
embassies The Libyan authOritIes announced an 
investlgatlon and preventive security measures to 
protect sub-Saharan Africans from further attacks In 
November the Minister of General Security and justice 
announced that 75 people, the majoruy of them 
lIbyans. would be tried in connection with the violent 
IOcidents. 

Prisoners of conscience and political prisoners 
Some political prisoners arrested in 1989 were 
reportedly released in small groups between April and 
August. In August and September, several prisoners 
arrested In 1984 were released. Some of the men had 
been acquitted in a trial 10 1995but had remained In 
detention. 

Pohtlcal detamees were reportedly held in cruel, 
mhuman or degrading conditions and denied adequate 
medical care; several were reported to have dIed in 
custody as a result in recent years. 

Hundreds of political prisoners arrested in previous 
years, Includmg possible prisoners of conscience, 
remained in detention without charge or trial; many 
had been held for more than a decade. Scores of other 
political detainees remained held despite havmg been 
tried and acquitted. Others continued to serve prison 
sentences imposed in prevIous years after grossly 
unfaIr trials. 
a Rashid 'Abd ai-Ham id al-'Urfia, a law graduate, 
remained in Abu Salim Prison 10 Tripoli. He had 
reportedly been arrested with 20 others in 1982 on 
suspicIon of founding an Islamist opposition group. All 
those arrested WIth him were released follOWing a 
general amnesty In 1988. 
a Five prisoners of conscience, who were arrested in 
1973 and convicted of membershIp of the prohibited 
Islamic liberation Party, continued to serve life 
sentences in Abu Salim Prison. 

Scores of professionals, including engmeers and 
university lecturers, who were arrested in June and 
july 1998 on suspicion of supporting or sympathizing 
with a/-Jama's al-/slsmws al-Libiya, the Libyan Islamic 
Group, a clandestine Islamist movement which was 

Amnesty International Report 2001 

L IB  

not known to have used o r  advocated violence, 
remained held in Abu Salim and 'Am Zara prisons in 
Tripoli 
a Among those who remamed In detention was 
Mohammad Faraj al-Oallal, an executIve in a prlntmg 
house m Benghazi, who was arrested by plainclothes 
security men and gIven no reason for his arrest 

Deaths in custody 
At least one person dIed 10 police custody; torture 
reportedly caused or contributed 10 his death. On 
26 April Yusuf Muhammad ai-Hour, a Chadian 
national, was arrested in Tripoli and transported 
to Slrte. The following day his body was gIven 
to his relatives who reported SIgns of torture on 
his body 

Forcible return of refugees 
Following the suspension of sanctions against LIbya in 
April 1999, refugees and asylum-seekers were at 
increasing risk of being forcibly returned to Libya. Some 
of those forcibly returned were detalOed and there 
were reports that some had been the victims of serious 
human rights VIolatIons, including torture. 
e In February, eight Libyan nationals suspected of 
being Islamist sympathizers were forcibly returned to 
Libya by the Jordanian authoritIes. 
a In july, four Libyans suspected of being IslamIst 
sympathizers were forcibly returned from Pakistan. 
Youssef Khalifa and 'Abdessalam Musa Muhammad's 
apphcations for asylum were still under consideration 
when they were deported, while the other two men 
were reportedly residing and working lesally 10 
PakIstan. Their whereabouts follOWing their return to 
LIbya were unknown. 

Torture/ llI·treatment 
There were continuing reports that political detainees 
were routmely tortured while held in incommunicado 
detention. Reported methods of torture included 
beatings, hanging by the wrists, being suspended from a 
pole Inserted between the knees and elbows. electriC 
shocks, burning With cigarettes and attacks by 
aggressive dogs, causing serious injuries. 
a Defendants in a trial of 16 health profeSSIonals, 
among them five women, stated that they were 
tortured or ill-treated while in detention The 16 
included foreIgn nauonals, who were kept 10 
IOcommunicado detention for about 10 months without 
access to family or lesal representation. Some alleged 
that their confessions had been obtained under duress. 
Following the formal opening on 7 February, the tnal 
was postponed on several occaSions at the request of 
defence lawyers and had not begun by the end of the 
year. The defendants were accused of infecungalmosl 
400 children with the HIV-vlrus in a LIbyan hospital. 
leading to the deaths of chIldren. The charges against 
them are punishable by death. 

Death penalty 
Reports continued to be receIved that people convicted 
of criminal charges were sentenced to death. 
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AI correspondence with the authorities 
By the end of the year AI had still not received replies to 
its requests to VISit Libya or to the human rights 
concerns raised in correspondence with the 
authorities 

MACEDONIA 

THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEOONIA 
Head of state: Saris Trajkovski 
Head of government: Ljublo Georgievski 
Capital: Skopje 
Population: 2 million 
Official language: Macedonian 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

Torture and iII·treatment by police was the principal 
concern. One man may have been extrajudicially 
executed and another died in custody anegedly after 
being beaten by police. Detainees were held 
incommunicado for prolonged periods. The 
authorities generally failed to investigate allegations 
of human rights violations. At leastfour 
conscientious objectors were imprisoned. 

Background 
The shoollngof three police officers in Aral":inovQ village 
inJanuary raised tensions between the ethnic Albanian 
minority and Macedonian majority populations early In 
the year. The situation In Kosovo (see Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia entry) remained an important poliUcal 
issue. However, political rivalries did not focus on 
ethnic divisions as the government was composed of 
members from a coalition of parties with either 
Macedonian. ethnic Albanian or mixed membership and 
support local elections held In several rounds from 
September were accompanied by allegations of 
Widespread Irregularities and Violent incidents In which 
one person was killed and 10 others were Injured. 

Several Macedonian soldiers were injured In a 
series of clashes on the border with Kosovo with armed 
gangs from Kosovo. In one incident In April soldiers 
were detained by ethnic Albanian paramilitanes and 
held In Kosovo for at least 24 hours. Their release 
coincided With the release on balf of Xhavit Hasani, an 
ethnic Albanian and a former commander of the Kosovo 
liberation Army (KLA). who was awaltlng tnal ln 
connection with the wounding of pollce orncers. The 
incidem provoked claims by oPPOsition parties that the 
soldiers had been held as hostages and that the 
authorities had given In to the kidnappers' demands by 
releaslngXhavlt Hasani. 
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There was a noticeable increase in pressure on the 
media. For example. BOla Sot, an Albanian newspaper 
which was also printed In Macedonia and was openly 
critical of the Albaman party in the government 
coalition, was temporarily closed down in Macedonia. 

eatment 
Torture and ill-treatment by police occurred in a 
variety of situations. The victims included 
Macedonians. Roma and ethnic Albanians. There were 
also reports that civillans assaulted polltlcal 
opponents but that they were not brought to justice 
because of their government connections. The 
response of the authorities to complaints of ill­
treatment and other human fights violations was 
generally Inadequate. 
a On 27 May. five Romani men were detained and 
beaten with wooden sticks by police and Civilians in a 
forest near Sup. Three of them - Memet Redzepov, 
Orhan Aliov and Selajdin Mustafov -stated that they 
were again beaten or kicked at the Slip police station. 
Each heard the screams of the others as they were 
beaten one by one in an adjOining room, despite the 
sound of a radio which was allegedly used to hide their 
screams. 
a Eighty-year-old OrdanJovanovskl. a vocal 
opposition supporter, was seriously assaulted by a 
government orncial in a village near Prilep in May after 
an argument over politics. He suffered facial and other 
injuries. Although the inCident was reported to the 
police. no charges had been brought by the end of the 
year. 

The Araeinovo incident 
Numerous human nghts violations were perpetrated 
during house searches and arrests in the days that 
followed the killing of three police officers -two 
Macedonians and an ethnic Turk-in January. The 
killing of the three orncers at a checkpoint in Aral:inovo 
Village near Skopje did not appear to be pohtically 
motivated, but the ethnicity of the victims and 
subsequent police actions gave the inCident political 
dimensions. 

Dozens of men and at least three minors were beaten 
in their homes, and women and children were allegedly 
threatened with firearms. A number of men were taken 
to police stations and beaten. Some were coerced into 
making ·confessions� under torture. Officers 
reportedly beat them with truncheons, threatened to 
burn them with hot metal. made them drink urine. and 
put plastic bags over their heads. The detamees were 
held incommunicado, some for as long as 1I days, 
before being taken before a judge. Relatives and 
lawyers were denied mformation about their 
whereabouts and access to them. 

The authorities admitted only that excessive force 
had resulted in damage to property during the 
Aral:lnovo raids and paid some compensation. 
Recommendations by bodies such as the national 
Ombudsman that crlminal lnvestlgatlons should be 
initiated mto the police actions were not acted upon by 
the authorities. 



a Sabrl Asani was detained on 18 January by police in 
connection with the Ara(;inovo murders. He died on his 
way to the police station in circumstances suggesting 
he may have been extrajudicially executed. Officials 
claimed that he had suffered heart failure because he 
was mtoxlcated with drugs. However, pictures of his 
body indicated that he had been badly beaten and had 
most likely died of a bullet wound to the head. An 
autopsy was performed, but the authorities failed to 
make the report available to his family. No information 
on any criminal investigation connected with his death 
had been released by the authorities by the end of the 
year. 

Samedin Guri. whose arrest may also have been 
connected with the Ara(;inovo murders, died in prison 
in May after reportedly havmg been severely beaten by 
police several days before. 

In July. six ethnic Albanians were charged wllh the 
killing of the three police officers; their trial was 
continuing at the end of the year. 

Conscientious objection 
No purely civilian alternative to military service was 
available. A draft defence law incorporating the 
possibility of civilian service was Introduced to 
parliament but had not been passed by the end of 2000. 
There was concern that, although the new law provided 
for alternative civilian service, thiS would be punitive in 
length, would not be available to all those liable to 
military service and would not be under civilian control. 

Four conscientious objectors, all of them Jehovah's 
Witnesses, were known to have been imprisoned 
during the year for between one and three months; all 
had expressed their willingness to perform a Civilian 
service In lieu of military service. 

Refugees 
Some 8.000 refugees were officially registered at the 
end of 2000. Most were Roma who had fled Kosovo m 
1999. The situation in Kosovo (see Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia entry) offered little prospect for their safe 
return and few did so during the year. The government 
renewed their temporary protection during the year. A 
draft law on Asylum to regulate the protection of 
refugees and ensure that the state met its obligations 
under the 1951 UN Convenllon relating to the Status of 
Refugees was before the legislature at the end of 2000. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• The 10rmerYugoslav Republic 01 Macedonia: Aherthe 

Aratinovo murders -Torture, ill-treatment and 
possible extrajudicial execution (AI Index: EUR 
65/003/2000) 

• The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia: Joint 
appeal calling for rights for conscientious objectors (AI 
Index; EUR 65/012/2000) 

Visits 
An AI delegate was based in the country from April to 
gather information about human rights concerns in the 
region and work with local organizations on the 
promotion of human rights. 
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MAL AWI 

REPUBLIC OF MALAWI 
Head ofstate and government: Bakih Muluzl 
Capital: Lilongwe 
Population: 10.4 million 
Official languages: Chichewa, English 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's COnventlon ___ _ 

There were reports of torture and ill-treatment by 
police officers. Prison conditions were harsh. The 
death penalty continued to be imposed, but no 
executions were carried out. 

There were reports of torture and Ill-treatment by 
police during arrest and interrogation. At the end of 
2000 local non-governmental organizations were 
pursuing at least three cases of alleged torture of 
criminal suspects through the courts. 

Prison conditions 
Prison condUions were poor and in some cases there 
were concerns that they could constitute cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment. There were particular 
concerns about juvenile offenders who were held in 
youth wings of adult prisons. A report by a non­
governmental organizatiOn, commisSioned in 1999 by 
the commissioner of prisons. documented cases of 
sexual violence against Juveniles by adult prisoners, 
sometimes with the involvement of prison wardens. 

Death penalty 
At least 53 people were sentenced to death in 2000. No 
prisoners were known to have been executed since 
1994. PreSident Bakili Muluzl, who had publicly stated 
his opposition to the death penalty, had so far 
commuted all death sentences. 

AI country reports 
• End sexual violence against children in custody In 

Malawi (AI Index: ACT 76/007/2000) 

1 63 



MAL 

MALAYSIA 

MALAYSIA 
Head of state: Sultan Salahuddln Abdul Aziz Shah Alhal 
Head of government: Mahathir Mohamad 
Capital: Kuala lumpur 
Population: 22.2 million 
Official language: Bahasa Malaysia 
Death penalty: retentlonist 

The authorities launched politically motivated 
prosecutions against leading opposition party 
members. Former deputy Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim and his co-accused Sukma Darmawan were 
convicted of sodomy after an unfairtrial. 
Demonstrations in support of Anwar Ibrahim and of 
political reform (reformasl) were violently broken up 
by police. Reports of ill-treatment of detainees by 
police were not adequately investigated. Two people 
were executed and at least 1 3  people were sentenced 
to death. 

Background 
Prime Mmister Mahalhlr Mohamad reaffirmed hiS 
dommant political position followmg the ruling 
alliance's election victory In November 1999 and the 
prolonged tenSions sparked by the dismissal and 
charging of Anwar Ibrahim In 1998. Despite this, 
the authontles continued to apply laws restricting 
rights to freedom of expression, aSSOCiation and 
assembly. 

Politically motivated prosecutions 
In January the authorities launched selective, 
politically motivated prosecutions under the Sedition 
Act and the Official Secrets Act (OSA) agamst leading 
opposition party members. None of the prosecutions 
had concluded by the end of 1000 

a In a prosecullon which had grave Implications for 
the Independence of lawyers In Malaysia, Karpal 
Smgh, Anwar Ibrahim's defence lawyer and deputy 
chairman of the Democratic Action Party (OAP), was 
charged under the Sedition Act on account of 
statements he had made in court about the alleged 
poIsoning of hiS client. 
a Marina Yusoff, vlce�presldent of the PartJ 
KeBd,lan NBsJona/(PKN), National Justice Party, was 
charged with sedition for comments allegedly 
provoking racial tensions made at an election rally In 
1999. PKN Youth leader Mohamad EZam Mohamad 
Noor was charged under the OSA for distributing 
al legedly classified documents about official 
corruption to journalists. 
Press freedom 
USing liS powers under the Printing Presses and 
Publications Act, the authorities Imposed restrictions 
on news media regarded as pro-opposition. From 
March, Harakah, newspaper of the ParI/ Is/am 
SeMaJaysia (PAS), Islamic Party of Malaysia, was 
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allowed to print only tWice a month Instead of tWice a 
week. Other pro�reform publications, including the 
magaZines Dellk and Ekskluslf, had the renewal of 
their permits arbitrarily denied 
a In January sedition charges were brought against 
Zulklfli Nordin, editor of Harakah, and Its publisher, 
Chia Urn Thye, for publishing an al legedly seditious 
article which had reportedly been written by an 
opposition leader. Chla llm Thye pleaded gUilty and 
was fined, while proceedings agamst Zulklfli Nordin 
continued at the end of 1000. 

Anwar Ibrahim 
After a year-long tnal Anwar Ibrahim was convicted in 
August of sodomy and sentenced to nine years' 
imprisonment, 10 be served consecutively wllh a SIX­
year sentence imposed in April 1999 for alleged abuse 
of mlnlstenal powers. 

Anwar Ibrahim's co-accused, Sukma Darmawan, was 
also convicted of sodomy and sentenced to six years' 
Imprisonment and four strokes of the cane. He was 
granted bail pending appeal. 

Anwar Ibrahlm was a prisoner of conscience as he 
was prosecuted and imprisoned in order to remove 
him from public political l tfe. His tnal was unfair in 
several respects: public statements by government 
leaders undermined the defendant's right to be 
presumed innocent, detainees were il l-treated to 
coerce confessions and defence lawyers were 
Intimidated. 

In addition,the independence of the court in this 
case was in doubt. as the prosecution received 
permission for a series of amendments to the charges 
in relation to the date of the al leged offence, whereas 
Anwar Ibrahim was refused permission to call certain 
witnesses and to present eVidence considered crucial 
by the defence. 

The judiciary 
Domestic and International legal and human rights 
groups, including AI, expressed concern about the 
lack of independence of the judiciary In politically 
sensitive cases. In politically motivated prosecutions, 
the courtS failed adequately to defend human nghts 
prinCiples enshrined In the Malaysian Constitution 
and In Internallonal human rights law. 
a In September the Court of Appeal upheld a three­
month prison sentence for contempt of court against 
Zainur Zakaria, one of Anwar Ibrahlm's defence 
lawyers. He had filed an affidavit In 1998 alleging that 
two public prosecutors had attempted to fabricate 
evidence against hiS client. Zainur Zakaria filed a fmal 
appeal. 
a In July the High Court struck out a defamation SUit 
against the UN SpeCial Rapporteur on the 
independence of judges and lawyers, Param 
Cumaraswamy, upholding the immunity from 
prosecution of the Special Rapporteur, as confirmed 
In 1999 by the International Court of Justice. 

In 1995, four defamation suits had been filed 
against the Special Rapporteur on account of 
comments he had made in his offiCial capacity. 
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Freedom of assembly 
The authonties responded to periocilc. peaceful public 
demonstrations in support of Anwar Ibrahlm and 
reformasiby dispersing them violently, arresting 
protesters and filing charges of illegal assembly. Senior 
members of opposition parties were also arrested on 
suspicion of incitement ahead of planned 
demonstrations, Police permits for public meetings by 
opposition parties were Issued or refused arbitrarily 
and selectively 
a In November, 125 people were arrested at a 
demonstration in support of Anwar lbrahlm and at least 
26 reported injuries from beatings sustained during and 
after a violent police dispersal. After five days in 
remand detention, 124 were released but faced possible 
charges of illegal assembly. 
B In November, three PAS aCtIvists were Jailed for a 
month for il legal assembly after refusing to pay a fine 
for participating in a demonstration against a visiting 
Israeli cricket team in 1997. 

There were reports of excessive use of force by police 
in dispersing demonstrations, and ofbealJngs of 
protesters on arrest and in detention, Investigations 
.ntO the ill-treatment of detained demonstratOrs, and 
of others arrested since 1998 in connection with the 
Anwar Ibrahim case, remained Inadequate. No police 
officers were reported to have been brought to trial 
except the former InspectOr-General of Police, who, 
after the original charges were reduced, was convicted 
in March of assaulting Anwar Ibrahim .n custody In 
1998. He was sentenced to two months' imprisonment 
but remained free pendlngappeal. 

Former migrant workers from Bangladesh who 
testified for the defence in the tnal of women's rights 
activist Irene Fernandez detailed torture and sexual 
abuse in camps for migrant workers In 1994-199s· lrene 
Fernandez' trial began in 1996. She was charged with 
wmaliciously publishing false news" in a reporl descrlbmg 
Ill-treatment in camps for detamed migrant workers. 

There were also reports of ill-treatment and unlawful 
deaths in police custody of ordinary criminal suspects 

Internal Security Act 
Opposttion parties and civil society groups repeated 
calls for the repeal of the Internal Security Act (JSA) 
which allows indefinite detention Without charge or 
trial At least five Shi'a Muslims were reportedly 
detained under the ISA for allegedly posing a threat to 
Muslim unity. In July at least 27 people suspected of 
links to the AI Ma'unah IslamiC martial arts group. 
which seized arms from a military base and killed two 
hostages, were detained under the ISA. Twenty-nine 
AI Ma'unah suspects were charged with Wwagmg war 
against the Klnf (treason) under the Penal Code. The 
fairness of their trial was compromised by the 
Attorney General's application of emergency 
regulations restricting normal rules of eVidence in 
designated security cases. Six of the accused pleaded 
guilty to a lesser charge. while IS faced the death 
penalty if convicted. 
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National Human Rights Commission 
In April the Human Rights CommiSSion of MalaYSia 
was established. It met representatives of local 
human rights groups and began to receive complaints, 
mostly allegations of police brutality aga.nst 
demonstrators 

Although concerns over its effectiveness continued 
to be expressed, the Commission asserted the right to 
peaceful assembly, sent monitors to observe 
demonstrations and held hearings intO reports of 
police brutality, Other issues conSidered by the 
Commission included human rights education for 
police and for youth, and the need for reform of 
restrictive laws. Including the ISA 

Death penalty and corporal punishment 
In the first reported executions since 1996, two men 
accused of drugs trafficking were executed in 
November. At least I) people were sentenced to death 
Caning, a cruel. inhuman and degrading punishment, 
was imposed throughout 2000 as an additional 
pUnishment to imprisonment. 

Communications to government 
In January AI issued a series of appeals Human rights 
undermmed - Appeal cases(Al l ndex, ASA ,8/o1Jh999l 
related to application of the ISA, the torture, iIJ­
treatment and unfair trial of Anwar Ibrahim and hiS 
associates, the arrest and ilHreatment of peaceful 
demonstrators, the trial of Irene Fernandez. and the 
threatened prosecution of students and teachers. AI 
also expressed concern at the arrest and chargmg of 
Karpal Singh and other oPPOsitIon leaders and called 
for reform of the Sedition Act and other restrictIve 
laws, In June AI stated its grave concerns at the verdict 
in the sodomy trial of Anwar Ibrahlm and Sulana 
Darmawan. reiterated Its calls for Anwar Ibrahim's 
release as a prisoner of conscience and again called for 
full. independent investigations Into credible reports of 
ill-treatment to coerce confeSSions 

MALDIVES 

REPUBLlC OF MALD1VES 
Head of state and government: Maumoon Abdul 
Gayoom 
Capital: Male 
Population: 0.3 million 
Official language: Maldivian Dhivehl 
Death penalty: a�litionist in �ractj�.� 

Prisoners of conscience continued to be held. There 
were continued allegations of torture and itl­
treatment of prisoners. 
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Background 
As in prevIous years, political parties were not al lowed 
to function. The media and the Judiciary remained 
tightly controlled by the government. 

Prisoners of conscience 
e Prisoner of conscience Umar Jamal was arrested 
on 29 October 1999 by plainclothes police. He was 
held In various detention centres until April 1000 
when he was put under house arrest. Umar Jamal was 
reportedly charged with attempung to discredit the 
government. A rival candidate closely l inked to the 
government alleged that Umar Jamal had said that 
-although this is called a democracy It is a kingdom 
and there is no freedom- Fourteen witnesses 
reportedly testified to the authorities that Umar 
Jamal had not made the incriminating statement, 
with three of them giving statements to that effecl tO 
the police, and others writing to the President, the 
Defence Minister and the Attorney General. The 
court hearings against Umar Jamal were closed to the 
public and, in an apparent attempl tO conceal the 
unfair nature of the trial, the court reportedly did not 
make a record of Its own proceedings. The outcome 
of the proceedings was not known at the end of the 
year 
a Ismall Saadiq, who had been in detention or 
under house arrest since June 1996 on politically 
motivated grounds and had suffered from 
deteriorating health while denied adequate medical 
treatment, was allowed to go 10 Thatland In August 
2000 to visit his daughter who was in hospital. He was 
accompanied by a Maldivian police offlcer Instructed 
to stay with him at all times, and was not allowed to 
visit his wife, reSident in Thailand, or 10 obtain 
medical treatment for himself. In Thailand, Ismail 
Saadiq applied to a third country for protection and 
was granted asylum. 

There were continued allegations of torture of 
prisoners. Information came 10 light that at least three 
parliamentary candidates detained in the run up (0 the 
November 1999 parliamentary electIons were tortured 
or ill-treated in custody. Ibrahim Ahmed Mamku and 
Abdul Rasheed were held in Dhoonidhoo detention 
centre in early November 1999 where they were 
deprived of sleep for several days, forced to Sit on 
stools In the rain, and beaten every time they fell 
asleep 
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MALI 

REPUBLIC OF MALI 
Head of state: Alpha Oumar Konar. 
Head of government: Mande Sidibe (replaced Ibrahim 
Boubacar Keita in February) 
Capital: Bamako 
Population: 11.2 million 
Official language: French 
Death penalty: abolitionist in practice 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: OptIonal 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute 
of the InternatIonal Criminal Court 

At least 14 people were sentenced to death. No 
executions were carried out. The work of a 
commission of inquiry set up by the government to 
investigate allegations of torture and ill-treatment 
was hampered by lack offunding. 

Background 
In February, President Alpha Oumar Konare appointed 
former presidential adviser Mande Sidibe as Prime 
Minister following the resignation of his predecessor, 
Ibrahlm Boubacar Kella. 

Death pena Ity 
At least 14 people were sentenced to death during the 
year, most of them following convictions for offences 
includmg murder and armed robbery. In July the Assize 
Court in Bamako convicted Chelck Ibrahim Khalil 
Kanoute, the founder of a religious group known as the 
Pieds nus(the Barefooted), and two of his supporters 
of murdering ajudge in August 1998. 

No executions have been carried out in the last 
decade. On several occasions, President Konare has 
stated his opposition to the death penalty. 

Commission of inquiry 
In December 1999 the government named a 
commission of Inquiry to investigate allegations by 
opposition party supporters arrested in Niamakoro in 
May 1997. They alleged ,ha' ,hey had been ,ortured and 
ill-treated in the presence of senior police officers. In 
January 2000 Ihe commission requested financial 
support to enable It to carry oul Its work but received 
no response. A commission of inquiry set up to 
investigate allegations of tOrture and ill-treatment was 
unable to carry out its work because of lack of funding. 
AI action 
FollOWing meetings with government offiCials by an AI 
delegation in December ]999, the organization urged 
the government in February 2000 to give the 
commission sufficient resources to enable it to fulfil us 
functions In accordance with international standards 
for human rights investigations. No response was 
received to this appeaL 
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MAURITANIA 

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF MAURITANIA 
Head of .tate: Maaoulya Ould Sid 'Ahmed Taya 
Head of government: Cheikh El Avia Quid Mohamed 
Khouna 
Capital: Nouakchott 
Population: 2.7 mIllion 
Official language: Arabic 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 

Dozens of political opponents of the government 
were arbitrarily detained; some were severely beaten 
by the security forces. Demonstrations were violently 
suppressed. The media and human rights 
organizations continued to be sUbjected to 
restrictions. No steps were taken by the authorities to 
investigate massive human rights violations 
committed during the late 1980. and early 1990. 
and to bring those responsible to justice. 

Background 
The government of Presldenl Maaouiya Quid 
Sid'Ahmed Taya, which came to power In December 
1984 following a mil itary coup, has consistently 
prevented investigations into widespread human 
rights violations, including political killings, 
"disappearances" and torture, during the late 1980s 
and early 1990S. 

Attempts by the authOrities to silence the oPposltton 
continued throughout the year. Political repression 
increased at the beginning of October, after the Union 
des Forces Democratiques-Ere Nouvelle(UFDMEN), 
Union of Democratic ForcesMNew Era, urged the 
government to break off diplomatic ties wuh Israel in 
response to renewed connlct in Israel and the Occupled 
TerritOries. Several prOM Palestinian demonstrations 
were banned and violently suppressed. Scores of 
political opponents were arrested. Tension increased 
at the end of October when the government dissolved 
the UFO-EN. 

Mauritanian antiMslavery organizations continued to 
express concern about the failure of the government to 
eradicate slavery. Local human rights organizations, 
Including those campaigmngagainst slavery, were 
forced to operate without government authorization, 
leaving human rights defenders liable to prosecution 
and imprisonment under Mauritanian law for 
-administerfingl associations which are functioning 
without authorization". In 1998, four Mauritanian human 
rights defenders Including Boubacar Ould Messaoud. 
President of the anllMslavery organization SOSMEsclaves, 
were arrested after a teleVIsion program on slavery 
featuring an Interview with Boubacar Ould Messaoud 
was broadcast on a French language cable channel. 

Arrests of political opponents 
Scores of political opponents, including members of the 
UFOMEN, were arbitrarily detained and held 
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incommunicado before being released Without charge, 
a In April opposition leader Ahmed Ould Oaddah, 
Secretary General of the UFO·EN. was arrested and 
held incommuOlcado for fIve days before being 
released Without charge. He was arrested after calling 
on the population to join a peaceful mass meeting in 
Nouakchott, organized by the UFO-EN, to protest 
against the government's failure to guarantee the rule 
of law in Mauritania and Investigate the WIdespread 
political killings, "disappearances" and torture 
committed during the late 1980s and early 1990S 
a Ahmed Ould lardal. Ahmed Ould Wedlaa, Ahmed 
Ould Bah and Sidi Ould Salem. all senior members of the 
UFDMEN. were arrested on 9 and II November following 
the government's decision to dissolve the UFDMEN 
They were held Incommunicado m a secret place of 
detention before being released without charge on 25 
November. 
a Mohamed El Hacen Ould Lebat!, S,di Ould Yessa 
and Mouvld Ould Taleb, three students close to the 
UFOMEN, were arrested between I and 4 December. 
charged with -incitement to undermine the security of 
the state and belonging to a Criminal organization", and 
transferred to Kaedi. in southern Mauritania. They 
were awaiting tnal at the end of the year. Concerns 
were expressed by their defence lawyers and local 
human rights organizations about Irrf!:ularities marring 
the If!:al proceedings. 

There were consistent reports of beatings and illM 
treatment of political opponents at the lime of arrest 
and in custody. Scores of demonstrators were Injured 
dunng attempts by the security forces to disperse 
protests. 
a in June, dozens of black Mauritanian villagers 
belonging to the Haratines group were reportedly 
tortured by the security forces 10 Brakna district, 
southern MaUritania, following protests over land 
rights issues. The victims, including29 women at least 
two of whom were pregnant, were severely beaten and 
many of them were forced to eat sand. 
a On 27 April, Mohamed Mahmoud Ould Emat!, a 
lawyer and leading member or the UFO-EN. Yedali 
Ould Cheikh, former Justice Minister, and Fatimetou 
Mint Haydala, were severely beaten by the security 
forces in front of the UFO·EN headquarters in 
Nouadhibou while protesting at the detention of 
opposition leader Ahmed Ould Daddah. The judiCial 
authorities in Nouadhlbou did not pursue the 
complaint lodged by two of the victims, despite 
evidence of the beatings. including photos and a 
medical certificate. Appeals ftied with higher courts 
were not al lowed to proceed. 
Ci On 4 November Aminetou Mint Eleyat died after 
the security forces used tear gas to suppress a peaceful 
hlghMschool student demonstration in Nouakchott. The 
authOrities denied reports suggesting that her death 
was related to the use of tear gas. 
a In October and November some of those arrested 
in Nouakchott in the context of pro-Palestinian 
demonstrations were severely beaten. 

1 67 



MEX 

a On I November Mohamed Quid Moloud. a leading 
member of the UFD·EN, and two other oPPOsition 
supporters, Chelkh Quid Sidaty and Mohamed Quid 
Rabah. were arbitrarily detained. The three were hit 
with batons at the time of their arrest and then beaten 
while being taken to the regional police headquarters 
They were released in the evemng after being 
questioned about their political affiliation. 

Impunity 
In April. Captain Ely Quid Dah, a Mauritania" officer 
arrested in France In 1999 on suspicion of torturing at 
least two people in 1990 and 1991, fled France while on 
bail. In September 1999 a French court had ordered his 
provisional release, but required Ely Quid Dah to stay in 
the country until investigations were completed. Ely 
Quid Dah returned to Mauritania where he was 
reportedly allowed to remain in the army. On 7 April a 
French judge ISSUed an International arrest warrant 
against him but no attempt to arrest him was known to 
have been made by the Maurltanlan authorities 

The Mauntaman authorities failed to take any steps 
to investigate massive human rights violations 
committed during the late 1980s and early 1990S and to 
bring those responsible to justice 

Restrictions on press freedom 
DUrlnglooo several Issues of weekly newspapers were 
seized under Article 11 of the 1991 Press Law which 
allows the government to censor arbitrarily 
publications which CritiCiZe government actions or 
policies. In August In one week alone, Issues of four 
newspapers, Including La Tribune, were seized, In 
December the weekly AI Alamwas closed down by the 
authorities; no reason was gIven for the closure. 

AI country statement 
• Mauritania: As an OpposItion coalition IS banned, 

growing political unrest could lead to further deaths, 
arbitrary arrests and ill-treatment by the security forces 
(AI Index: AFR 38/003/2000) 
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MEXICO 

UNITED MEXICAN STATES 
Head of state and government: Vlcente Fox Quesada 
(replaced Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de le6n in December) 
Capital: Mexico City 
Population: 98.8 million 
Official language: Spanish 
Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Refugee 
Convention and Its 1967 Protocol; Optional Protocol 
to the UN Children's Convention on the Involvement 
of children In armed conflict; Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court 

Torture, death threats and political killings 
continued to be reported in 2000. Three prisoners of 
conscience remained in prison. Human rights 
defenders and journalists were harassed and 
intimidated. Hundreds of eases of torture, 
Hdisappearance" and extrajudicial execution from 
previous years remained unresolved. 

Background 
Elections in July resulted In the unprecedented defeat 
of the candidate for the ruling Partido Revolucionario 
Institucional(PRO. lnstltutlonal Revolutionary Party. 
which lost the presidency ror the first time since the 
party was established in 1929. At hiS inauguration 
ceremony on I December. President Vicente Fox of the 
Partido de Acc,6n Naclonal, National Action Party. told 
Congress that �Mexico will no longer be held up as a bad 
example In matters of human rights. We will protect 
human rights as never before. respecting them as never 
berore and seekmg a culture that repudiates any 
violation and punishes the guilty. W He also pledged to 
reform the economy, tackle poverty, cnme and 
impunity, and bring about a peaceful solution to the 
connlct with the EjercltoZapatlsCa de Liberaci6n 
Nacional(EZLN), Zapatista National liberation Army. 
the Chlapas-based armed opposition group. 

President Fox's cabinet Included the new post of 
Special Ambassador for Human Rights and 
Democracy. Human rights organizations severely 
cntlcized the appointment of an army general as 
Attorney General ror the Republic, claiming that it ran 
counter to the new government's pledge to combat 
impunity. 

Within days of assuming power President Fox 
ordered the army in Chiapas to relUrn to their barracks 
and presented Congress with a bill. based on the San 
Andres Accord on indigenous rights signed in 1996 by 
the EZLN and the previous government. The EZLN 
announced It was prepared to hold talks with the new 
government. Administrative provisions Introduced in 
1998 whIch hindered the access of foreign non­
government organizations (NGOs) to freely conduct on­
site monitoring of the country's human rights situation 
were lifted in late December. 
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In August MexIco City's legislature approved an 
addition to the Penal Code for the Federal DistrICt 
allowing for sentences of between 15 and 40 years 10 
prison for public servants found responsible for 
enforced disappearance. In December. President Fox 
signed a technical cooperation agreement with the UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights. under which 
the UN IS to proVide MexIco with assistance to 
strengthen the protection of human rights. An 
amnesty law approved by the state of Oaxaca 10 
December led to the release of some 30 political 
prisoners. 

By the end of the year ajudge In Mexico had not 
ISSUed a ruling on an extradition request submitted by 
Spain in August against an Argentine Citizen accused of 
torture during the military government 10 ArgentlOa 
(see Argentina entry). 

rbltrary detentIon, torture and III·treatment 
The detention of criminal suspects without aJudiclal 
order remained widespread. Many of the detainees 
were allegedly tortured while under criminal 
Investigation Pnson inmates were subjected to 
Il l-treatment 

The joint publication in October of a report by AI 
Mexico and four other national organizations 
recommendlOg reforms designed to prevent torture, 
led the National CommiSSion for Human Rights (CNDH). 
a federal body. to claim Ihat torture was on the decline 
In Mexico. The national organizations replied that the 
CNDH underreported torture cases and that the 
problem was widespread. 
a In July. the president of the CNDH Informed the 
Secretary of National Defense that two army officers 
"had violated !thel Fundamental RIghts" of Rodolfo 
Montiel Flores and Teodoro Cabrera Garda. IOcluding 
their right not to be subjected to torture or to cruel, 
IOhuman or degradlOg treatment or punishment as 
enshrined �in article 5 I ... I of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights· The two men had been 
detained and tortured by the army 10 May 1999 
following their peaceful protests about excessive 
logging In the forests of Guerrero. A prosecutor who 
opened an Investigation into the al legations of 
torture concluded that the Public Ministry was not 
competent to take the Investigation forward and had 
transferred the case to a military prosecutor in 
December 1999. In April a court sentenced Teodoro 
Cabrera to 10 years, and Rodolfo Montiel to six years 
and eight months' lmprisonment. The sentences. 
based on drugs- and firearms-related charges. were 
upheld on appeal in October. Both men were 
prisoners of conscience. 
o In Oerober, a prisoner held In the Topo Chlco 
Prison 10 Nuevo Leon state was reportedly ill-treated 
after human rights activists staged a peaceful protest 
outSide the prison to launch AI's worldwide campaign 
agalOst torture. A prison official accused Inmate 
Hector Perez C6rdova of being responSible for the 
protest and added that �we're going to punish you for 
i( Hector Perez Cordova was stripped naked. placed 
in solitary confinement for seven days, and deprived 
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of food and mediCine needed to control hiS symptoms 
of multiple sclerOSIS 
Cl In October, Remedlos Alonso Vargas and her two 
adult sons, Irmoo and LuCiano Mederos Alonso, were 
reported to have been detained and beaten by the 
Guerrero State Judicial Police (PjE) and then held 
Incommunicado for seven days. DUring their 
Incommunicado detention members of the PJE 
threatened them with suffocation and the brothers had 
carbonated water forced up their nostrils. All three 
were forced to sign confessions which they claimed not 
to have read 

Chiapas and Guerrero states 
For most of the year members of indigenous 
communities In Ch la pas continued to suHer acts of 
IOtlmldation and violence. IncludlOg death threats 
Those responSible were reported to be members of the 
secumy forces or so-called �paramilitary· or -armed 
CIVilian· groups acting with the support or 
acquiescence of local and regional authorities. In 
Guerrero. members of the OrgamzBci6n Campesma de 
la Sierra del Sur(OCSS), a peasant organlzauon. were 
harassed, threatened or killed m circumstances 
suggesting they were bemg targeted for political 
reasons 
a On I March, a dispute over land rights In the 
municipality of Nlcolas RUlz. Chlapas, turned violent 
when members of the PubliC Security Police reportedly 
aided Allanza Campesma. an armed civilian group 
linked 10 the PRI. to attack peasants affiliated to the 
opposition Partido de la Revoluci6n Democrarlca, 
Democratic Revolutionary Party. At least three people 
received gunshot wounds and a fourth was beaten In a 
separate inCident on the same day, a group known as 
Los Chmchulmes. reportedly accompanied by members 
of the Federal judicial Police, attacked Villagers in 
Nuevo Poblado de Nachejev. munlclpalityof Chl16n 
The Villagers were threatened with death if they did not 
leave the area 
a In july, Marco AntoOlo AbadlClo Mayo, an OCSS 
activist. was ambushed late at night and SUrviVed 
being shot 10 the chest and arm by a group of men, 
near Atoyaqulllo, mUOlclpallty of Coyuca de Benuez 
The prevIous January he was al legedly beaten and 
threatened by members of the security forces and 
then released without charge. In April OCSS activists 
Jose Martinez Ram6n and Felipe Nava G6mez were 
shot dead in Coyuca de Bennez. It was not known 
whether Investigations were conducted into these 
incidents. 

Prisoners of conscience 
Three prisoners of conscience, including Rodolfo 
Montlel Flores and Teodoro Cabrera Garcla (see above) 
remamed In prison 
a' Brlgadler General Jose FranCISco Gallardo served 
the seventh year of hiS 28-year sentence. He had been 
convicted by a military court of a range of military 
offences after publishing an article calling for the 
appointment of a military ombudsman In Mexico. In 
1996 the Inter-Amencan CommiSSion on Human RIghts 
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recommended t o  the Mexican government that he be 
immediately released. 

Human right defenders and journalists 
Mexican human rights defenders andjournallsls 
continued to surfer acts of Intimidation, including 
death threats. 
a In February an anonymous caller rang the offices of 
the Centra de EstudiOS Fronter/zas y PromocJ6n de 
Derechos Humanos. Centre for Border Studies and the 
Promotion of Human Rights, and made death threats 
against its members. Much of the work of this NGO in 
Reynosa concerns abuses suffered by would-be illegal 
migrants wishing 10 cross from Tamaulipas state Into 
the USA. Arturo Solis, the director of the NGO, was 
accused by the authorities of defamation after he 
alleged that officials at Mexico's National Institute of 
MigraUon were guilty of extortion and ill-treating 
iII�al migrants and were implicated, together with 
criminal organizations, In aiding their entry into the 
USA. In July witnesses for the defence of Arruro Solis 
were threatened and one received a death threat. As a 
result two of them retracted statements made In his 
defence. 
a Two men claiming to be officers of the judicial 
Police reportedly abductedJournalisl Freddy 
Secundino Sanchez in mid·june, apparently because of 
his articles In the political magazine tpoca. When he 
arnved at his Mexico City home in a taxi. the men 
shoved him back into the taxi. pushed him to the floor 
and forced the driver at gunpoint to drive off. Holding a 
pistol to Freddy Secundino's head, they beat him about 
the face and chest, and threatened to kill him before 
releasing him. Three weeks later an anonymous caller 
told thejournalisl that he was going lo die. Freddy 
Secundino filed a complaint about both incidents with 
the authorities. 

Impunity 
The authorities continued to be accused by MeXican 
and international NGOs of having faited to break the 
cycle of impunity which had characterized Mexico's 
human rights record over the past decades. 

The arrest In August of two army generals accused of 
drug·trafficklng reawakened accusations by victims' 
relatives and human rights defenders that both were 
implicated In hundreds of "disappearances" during 
counter-insurgency operations In Guerrero state in 
the 1970S. A proposal by opposition senators for a 
commission of inquiry into these "disappearances· 
was not successful .  However, in November a human 
rights NGO was reported to have filed a complaint 
before the Office of the Attorney General of the 
Republic relating to 19 of the "disappearances· and two 
cases of torrure. 

The full circumstances surrounding political killings 
in previous years remained unclear. These included the 
massacre of dozens of students In Mexico City in 1968; 
the killing of 26 peasants In Aguas Blancas and El 
Charco, Guerrero state, in 1995 and 1998 respectively; 
and the killing of 45 indigenous people in Acteal in 1996 
and a further 11 in El Basque In 1998, in Chiapas state. 
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AI country reports and visit 
Reports 
• Mexico: Prisoners of conscience - Environmentalists 

Rodolfo Montiel and Teodoro Cabrera (AI Index: AMR 
411013/2000) 

• Mexico: Motherand two sons tortured (AI Index: AMR 
41 1058/2000) 

Visit 
AI delegates visited Mexico in January. 

MOLDOVA 

REPUBLIC OF MOLOOVA 
Head of state: Petru lucinschi 
Head of government: Dumitru Braghis 
Capital: Chi$inau 
Population: 4.4 million 
Official language: Moldovan (Romanian) 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes (self-pro­
claimed Dnestr Moldavian Republic is retentionist) 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Cr_im_i_na __ I-'C''_ou"-rt'-______ _ 

Arbitrary detention and ill·treatment by police 
continued. Conditions in prisons, institutions for 
compulsory treatment of alcoholics, and orphanages 
amounted to cruel, inhuman and degrading 
treatment or punishment At least four political 
prisoners remained imprisoned in the self-proclaimed 
Onestr Moldavian Republic (DMR). 

Background 
The power struggle between PreSident Petru lucinschl 
and parliament continued throughout 2000. This 
impeded the adoption of legislation introducing social 
and economic reforms and affected International aid 
payments. In july amendments to the Constitution 
reduced the President's power to veto legislation and 
replaced direct preSidential elections with a 
parliamentary vote for a head of state. 

Talks on regulating the status of the DMR continued 
inconclusively. Efrorts by the Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) to nnd a political 
settlement stalled after DMR representatives failed to 
take part as planned in the government delegation. 
There was no tangible progress in the reduction of 
RUSSian military stockpiles and forces from the DMR. 

The Council of Europe's Commissioner on Human 
Rights visited Moldova In October. The following 
month. the Council's Secretary General stated that 
Moldova had failed to meet a number of requirements 
to reform its legal system, particularly to adopt a new 
criminal code, code of criminal procedure, and laws 
concerning state prosecutors; to 11ft a series of press 



restrictions; and to resolve the connict between the 
Moldovan and Bessarablan orthodox churches. 

Arbitrary detention and iII·treatment 
Police officers continued to resort to administrative 
detention in order to detam suspects arbitrarily. The 
risk of arbitrary detention and il l-treatment was 
increased In July when the Constitutional Court 
reportedly ruled that police could keep suspects In 
custody for up to 72 hours before bringing them before 
the courts to decide whether arrest warrants should be 
issued. Those who are administratively detained for 
minor offences do not enjoy the rights to a public 
hearing. to be represented and to present their own 
defence. Such cases were routinely examined In the 
absence of the defendants. 
a In April at least 24 students were detained in 
Chlstnau following protests concerning deteriorating 
student benefits. They were charged under the 
Administrative Code with participating in an 
unauthorized assembly and �shouting abusive words or 
slogans in public places�. Many of the students 
complained about police ill-treatment at the time of 
arrest. 

Cruel, inhuman or degrading prison conditions 
The authorities failed to improve prison conditions 
which in many instances amounted to cruel. inhuman 
or degrading treatment. Conditions were especially 
harsh in pre-trlal detention facilities. 
a Around 1,700 people detained in Prison number J 
in ChisinAu awaiting trial were subjected to serious 
overcrowding and poor sanitary conditions. Iron bars 
and shutters blocked daylight and air from cells; mOSt 
prisoners were not allowed to exercise In the one small 
courtyard available; and around 120 minors were kept 
in their cells 24 hours a day without access to any 
educational or recreational activity other than one 
hour a day in front of the television in a windowless 
room with no furniture. 

People subjected to compulsory treatment for 
alcoholism and drug addiction were held 10 Similarly 
deplorable conditions in psychiatric institutions or 
special facilities where they were compelled to 
undertake forced labour. Administrative procedures 
for ordering compulsory treatment lacked adequate 
judicial supervision and effective safeguards. 
Particularly poor conditions were reported in the 
psychiatric hospital in Curchi and in the Leova 
Rehabilitation Centre. 

In January, an offiCial administering European Union 
aid in ChisinAu described the conditions in state 
institutions for orphans and children with disabilities as 
critical and "resembling Nazi camps during the Second 
World War". In addition to appalling standards of care, 
many children In orphanages In Bender andTiraspol 
were subjected to a brutal regime in which they were tied 
to beds, kept in cages or kept Isolated in locked rooms. 

Political prisoners in the DMR 
Ilie Ilascu, Alexandru Lesco, Andrel lvamoc and Tudor 
Petrov-Popa of the so-called "Tlraspol Six·, convicted 
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of murder in 199J by a court in  the DMR, remained in  
prison. Their trial had reportedly failed to meet 
International standards of fairness and the men had 
allegedly been prosecuted for political reasons. In June 
the European Court of Human Rights began considering 
their application; they claimed that they had not been 
convicted by a competent court, that the proceedings 
leading to their conviction were not fair, and that their 
prison conditions were 10 breach of the European 
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms. International efforts to 
organize a retrial in a third country continued. 

MOROCCO/ 

WESTERN SAH ARA 

KINGDOM OF MOROCCO 
Head of state: King Mohammed VI 
Head of government: Abderrahmane Youssoufi 
Capital: Rabat 
Population: 28.3 million 
Official language: Arabic 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict; Rome 
Statute of the Intemational Criminal Cou,:.:rt'-

__ _ 

The arbitration commission, established in 1999 to 
decide on compensation for the victims of 
"disappearance" and arbitrary detention and their 
families, announced that it had examined 148 claims. 
However, the authorities failed to clarify the cases of 
several hundred "disappeared", most ofthem 
Sahrawis, or to acknowledge the deaths of some 70 
Sahrawi who "disappearedH in secret detention 
between the 1970s and early 1990s. One long·term 
prisoner of conscience was released from house arrest 
in May. Four prisoners of conscience were tried and 
sentenced to prison terms. Hundreds of political 
arrests were made and more than 60 political 
prisoners sentenced after unfair trials in previous 
years continued to be detained. There were continued 
reports of torture of detainees and demonstrations 
were often repressed with excessive force. The failure 
to bring those responsible for human rights violations 
to justice remained a major concern. 

Background 
There was no tangible progress In negotiations between 
Morocco and the Frente Popular para la Liberacl6n de 
Sagula el-Hamra y Rio de Oro, Popular Front for the 
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Liberation o f  Saguia el-Hamra and Rio d e  Oro (known as 
the Polisano Front), on a proposed referendum on 
independence for Western Sahara. The UN Mission for 
the Referendum In Western Sahara (MINURSO) did not 
begm hearing the around 140,000 appeals concernmg the 
register of people eligible to vote in the referendum and 
no new date was scheduled for the ballot. 

Three national newspapers were banned in 
December following the publication of an article 
implicating the political left In a bid to kill the late King 
Hassan 11 In 1972. Earlier in the year, seven foreign and 
national newspapers had been subject to circulation 
bans, apparently In response to articles published in 
favour of independence for Western Sahara and 
criticizing the monarchy. Moroccanjournalisls were 
sentenced to suspended prison terms. fined and 
temporarily banned from Journalism after being 
convICted of libel against a government minister One 
foreign journalist was expelled from the country with 
no explanation. 

Morocco's first centre for the rehabilitation of 
torture victims, a non-governmental lnitiaUve, was 
opened In Casablanca In May. 

Redress for past human rights violations 
In July the arbitration commission established by King 
Mohammed VI to deCide on compensation for material 
and psychological damage suffered by the victims of 
�dlsappearance� and arbitrary detention and their 
families announced that It had examined 1�8 of the 
5,819 compensation claims passed to It by the Consell 
consultatlf des drofts de I'homme(CCDH), Human 
Rights Advisory Board, set up by King Hassan 1 1 1n 1990. 
The commission awarded compensation totalhng 
140 million dirhams (US$13 million) relating to 68 cases 
which had been examined and given priority. Survivors 
of the secret detention centre ofTazmamert, who were 
released in 1991 after 18 years' �disappearance�, and the 
families of those who died there made up the majority 
of the beneficlanes. 

However, families of those who died in Tazmamert 
who submitted compensation claims but refused to sign 
a declaration that they would abide by the decision 
made by the commission on their case were not 
awarded compensation. The commission's internal 
regulations state clearly that Its deCisions are final and 
admit no recourse to appeal. By the end of 2000, the 
ram, lies or "dISappeared" people whose deaths had 
been offiCially acknowledged by the authorities had not 
been provided with Information concerning the date, 
place and cause of their relatives' deaths and had not 
received their relatives' remains for burial or been told 
where they were. 

The mandate of the arbitration commission is limited 
to the Issue of compensation for the victims of 
�disappearance� and arbitrary detention and their 
families. In no case was an investigation known to have 
been carried out to establish responsibility for grave 
and systematic human rights violations which occurred 
in the past; the perpetrators, including those 
responSible for gross violations over long periods of 
time. were not brought to justice. 

1 7 2  

By the end o f  2000. the cases of several hundred 
people, the maJ0nty of them Sahrawis, who 
�dlsappeared" between the mid-1960s and early 1990s, 
had not been offiCially clanfied. The deaths between 
1976 and 1991 of some 70 Sahrawi who "dlsappeared- in 
the secret detention centres of Agdz, Oal'at M'gouna 
and Laayoune had not been acknowledged by the 
authorities, and their families had not received the 
remains for burial or been told where they were 

Prisoners of conscience 
One long-term prisoner of conscience was released, 
but four pnsoners of conscience were sentenced to 
prison terms in 2000. 
a 'Abdessalam Yassine, spiritual leader of the banned 
Islamist association al-'Adl wa 'I-lhsan(justice and 
Charity) who had been held under administratively 
Imposed house arrest since December 1989, was 
released on 15 May 2000. 
� In June. three Sahrawis were sentenced to terms of 
imprisonment by the Court of First Instance In Agadir 
for �threatenlng state securitY-. Brahlm laghzal and 
Cheikh Khaya were sentenced to four years' 
Imprisonment and laarbi Massoudi to three years' 
imprisonment. In addition. they were fined 10,000 
dirhams (US$<)Jo) each. The Court or Appeal turned 
down an appeal against the verdict and Increased 
laarbi Massoudl's sentence to four years' 
imprisonment. The three men had been arrested in 
December 1999 in separate incidents in Tan Tan, 
Laayoune and Agadir. Two days later they were 
transported to military barracks where they alleged 
that they were tortured; these allegations were never 
investigated. They were interrogated about material 
they had been carrying linking them to the Polisario 
Front, including a video cassette of the Polisario's 
loth Congress and the Constitution of the Sahrawl Arab 
Democratic Republic. 
a On 17 February, Mustapha Adib, a Moroccan Air 
Force captain, was sentenced to five years' 
imprisonment by the Mil ltaryTribunal of Ra bat and 
dismissed from the armed forces for Indiscipline and 
dishonouring the army. His trial followed the 
publicauon of an article In the French newspaper Le 
Mondewhich quoted him as denouncing corruption In 
the Moroccan armed forces_ The trial violated 
international standards for fair trial and was held 
behind closed doors. Following an appeal. the 
Supreme Court quashed the ruling in June on the 
grounds that there had been irregularities in the case 
and ordered a retrial In October Mustapha Adib was 
sentenced by the Military Tribunal of Rabat to two 
and a half years' imprisonment and dismissed from 
the armed forces. 

Torture/ ,II-treatment 
The number of reported cases of torture has 
significantly decreased in recent years. but information 
continued to be received that detainees held 
incommUnicado and prison inmates were tortured or 
ill-treated in order to extract confeSSions and 
Information, or to punish and intimidate them. 
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Demonstrations continued to be dispersed with 
excessive force by the security forces. 
B In May andJune. the authorities used excessive 
force against several peaceful demonstrations by 
associations of unemployed graduates. Dozens of 
unemployed graduates and union leaders. including 
Amine 'Abdelhamid. Vice· President of the Moroccan 
Human Rights Association and leader of the Moroccan 
Union of Workers, were beaten With clubs and dozens 
more were arrested and held overnight. 

Polisario camps 
Freedom of expression. association and movement 
continued to be restricted in the camps controlled by 
the Polisario Front nearTlndouf In southwestern 
Algeria. Those responsible for human rights abuses In 
the camps In previous years continued (Q enjoy 
Impunity. The Polisarlo authOrities failed (Q hand over 
perpetrators still reSident In the camps (Q the 
Algerian authorities (Q be brought to Justice and the 
Moroccan authonties faded (Q bring to justice the 
perpetrators of abuses In the Polisarlo camps present 
on its territory. 

Communications with the government 
In response to a memorandum sent to the Moroccan 
authorities In April. AI received a set of documents 
from the Human Rights Mmistry later in the year. The 
Ministry provided a list of 102 detainees under sentence 
of death. a hst of 53 prisoners of war held by Morocco 
and detailed information on cases of prisoners of 
conscience. deaths in custody, torture and ill· 
treatment. and on the Issue ofwdisappearancesw. The 
response indicated that judicial proceedings had been 
initiated against members of the security forces alleged 
to have been responsible for torture and ilHreatment, 
but did not provide any details of indiVidual cases 
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MOZA M BIQ UE 

REPUBLIC OF MOZAMBIQUE 
Head of state:Joaquim Alberto Chissano 
Head of government: Pascoal Mocumbl 
Capital: Maputo 
Population: 19.7 million 
Official language: Portuguese 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 

MOZ 

2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Cnmlnal Court 

Reports of human rights violations including torture 
and killings of suspected criminals by the police 
increased, while efforts to reform the criminal justice 
system and to retrain the police continued. At least 
41 people were shot dead by the police during 
demonstrations. There was political unrest during 
protests against the 1999 election results, which led 
to arrests. Prisons remained severely overcrowded. At 
least 80 people died in police custody. 

Background 
Severe flooding hit MozambIque for several weeks in 
February and March with devastating effects on the 
economy and infrastructure. About 700 people died 
and ]30.000 became homeless. Landmines laid during 
the civil war. which ended in 1992. became dislodged, 
posing a new threat to the population. Many donor 
governments cancelled part or all their bilateral 
debts. 

Following parhamentary and presidential elections 
In December 1999, which were won by the ruling Frente 
para a Liberraplo de MOI'amblque(FRELlMO). 
Mozambique Liberation Front, the government was 
reappointed in January. In February PresidentJoaquim 
Chlssano was sworn in for a further five·year term. 
Provincial governors were appointed mjuly. The 
opposition coalition. Resiscencia Nacional 
MOI'ambican;rUniilo £Ieltoral (RENAMO-UE), 
Mozamblcan National ReSistance-Electoral Union, 
requested a recount of the vote and an inquiry into 
al legations of vote-rigging. but this was turned down. 
In January RENAMO's president, Afonso Dhlakama. 
threatened to set up a provincial government In the six 
northern and central provinces where the coahtlon had 
won a maJority. Healso moved the party's headquarters 
to Beira, Sorala province, despite a law requinng 
political parties to be based in the capital. Protests 
agalOst election results led to clashes wnh the police 
and the arresl of RENAMO members 

In January skirmishes between FRElIMO and 
RENAMO-UE In IIha de M�amblque. Nampula 
province, resulted 10 several people being injured and 
damage to property, as RENAMO members protested 
against the election results. In May there was a report 
that RENAMO sympathizers had noted in Morrumbala. 
Zambezia province, in protest against the local 
authOrities. 
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Excessive use offorce 
In May the police used excessive force to deal with a 
demonstration. Six people were shot dead and several 
wounded in Aube. In the Angoche district of Nampula 
province, as they peacefully demonstrated outside the 
police station to call for the release of a RENAMO 
member arrested earlier. Domingos Francisco DamiaO, 
Feliciano Jose (arias and Nanlissa Alberta died 
Instantly while Mussa Aiuba died later in hospital. The 
bodies of two other demonstrators who had been shot 
were later found OutSide the lown. Six people were 
arrested IncJuding Alvaro Chime (hale, RENAMO's 
representative 10 Angoche, who was arrested In 
Mapula several days after the incident and charged 
with inciting civil disobedience. The six were 
subsequently released on ball. They had not been tried 
by the end of 2000, nor had an inquiry into the incident 
been held. 

In early November, 41 people died in clashes with the 
police during nationwide demonstrations organized by 
RENAMO to protest against the results of the December 
1999 elections. Scores of demonstrators were wounded 
and hundreds arrested. Dozens of detainees were 
reportedly tried and some sentenced to prison terms in 
rapid trials, raiSing concern about their fairness. Others 
were still held uncharged at the end of 2000. There had 
been no inquiry Into the killings and woundings by the 
endof zooo 

Police abuses 
The number of allegauonsof police abuses increased, 
including in Maputowhere there had been an 
Improvement in previous years. There were reports of 
police officers assaulting street vendors who refused to 
comply with demands for Illegal payments. Some officers 
were dismissed for abuse of power and misbehaviour. 
a InJuly, two police officers in Maputowerearrested 
and charged with the indecent assault of five women and 
a secUrity guard dUring an interrogation in connection 
with a theft in the restaurant where they worked. The 
officers had not been tned at the end of the year. 

Torture/ Ill-treatment 
Reports of severe beatings or other forms of torture in 
police stations in order to extract confeSSions 
increased, lncluding in MapulO where the number of 
cases reported in previOUS years had slightly declined. 
Many of the incidents were not investigated. 
a Marcelino Mutolo and his brother-in-law Luclano 
Homo were tortured in Inhambame city in January by 
members of the PolicJa de Interven(Ao Rapida (PIR), 
Rapid Intervention Police, who were apparently 
investigating a vehicle theft. Marcelino Mutolo was 
held handcuffed to a pillar In a mosquito-infested cell 
and made to stand for hours before he and Luciano 
Homo were taken outSide the City. The two men were 
pushed to the ground and severely beaten and had 
shots fired above their heads. Both men were released 
uncharged several days later. Marcelino Mutolo 
reportedly had to pay a large sum of money to the 
police. No investigation was known to have been 
initiated. 
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Suspected extrajudicial executions 
There were further reports of extrajudicial executions 
of suspected criminals by the police, which did not 
appear to have been investigated by the authorlues. 
The police often claimed that the victims were shot 
when trying to escape. 
a Gildo Joaquim Bata, who was accused of 
possession of a gun, and Tomas Paulo Nhacumba were 
arrested in Maputo in March. The day after their arrest 
the police took them In handcuffs to Gildo Joaquim 
Bata's home and demanded money from relatives for 
their release. As the families were unable to pay, both 
men were apparently taken back to the police station 
and subsequently �djsappeared". Three days later their 
bodies were found in the morgue where they had been 
registered under different names. The body of Gildo 
Joaqulm Bata had a bullet hole in the forehead while 
that ofTomas Paulo Nhacumba had one bullet hole in 
the forehead and one in the heart. The police claimed 
that both men had been shot while trying to escape. By 
the end of 2000 no investigation had been carried out. 

Deaths in detention 
At least 80 people died in suspicious circumstances in 
custody in Montepuez, ln the northern province of 
Cabo Delgado, in late November. They had been 
arrested two weeks earlier dunng nationwide 
demonstrations called by RENAMO. Many of the 
deceased were RENAMO members. A team of 
investigators, including pathologists, concluded that 
the deaths were caused by suffocation. However. they 
were only able to perform post-mortem examinations. 
Survivors told Mozambican human fights organizations 
that on the night of the incident, at least 96 people 
were held in a cell at the police station which measures 
7m x 3m. Human rights organizations which 
investigated the deaths claimed that the detainees had 
also been deprived of food and that guards Ignored the 
detainees' cries for help. By the end of 2000 a 
commission of inquiry had been set up but was not yet 
functioning. 

Prison conditions 
Some attempts were made to improve pnson 
conditions by processing cases more quickly and 
allowing bail. Nevertheless, prisons remained severely 
overcrowded. InJune the president of the 
Parliamentary CommissIon on JUStice, Legality and 
Human Rights stated that prison conditions violated 
human rights and degraded human life, adding that 65 
per cent of the inmates were in pre-trial detention. 
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MYAN MAR 

UNION OF MYANMAR 
Head of state and government: General Than Shwe 
Capital: Yangon 
Population: 46.8 million 
Official language: Burmese 
Death penalty: retentionist 

Hundreds of people, including more than 200 
members of political parties and young activists, 
were arrested for political reasons. Ten others were 
known to have been sentenced to long terms of 
imprisonment after unfair trials. At least 1,500 
political prisoners arrested in previous years, 
including more than 100 prisoners of conscience and 
hundreds of possible prisoners of conscience, 
remained in prison, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other 
leaders of the National league for Democracy (Nto) 
were placed under de facto house arrest after being 
prevented by the military from travelling outside 
Yangon to visit other NlD members. Prison 
conditions constituted cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment, and torture of political prisoners was 
reported. The military continued to seize ethnic 
minority civilians for forced labour duties and to kill 
members of ethnic minorities during counter­
insurgency operations in the Shan, Kayah, and Kayin 
states. Five people were sentenced to death in 2000 
for drug trafficking. 

Background 
As In previous years, the army continued to engage in 
skirmishes with the Karen National Union (KNU), the 
Karennl National Progressive Party (KNPP), and the 
Shan State Army-South (SSA-South). Sixteen cease-fire 
agreements negotiated in previous years between the 
State Peace and Development CounCil (SPDC) and 
various ethniC minority armed oppositiOn groups were 
maintained. 

Continuing political stalemate 
In spite of international and domestic efforts, the 
mllltary government of the SPDC refused to engage in 
dialogue with the NLD. In August Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
and other NLD leaders left Yangon to visit NLD 
members. They were detained on the road in Dalah 
township by the military authorities for 10 days before 
being forcibly returned to Yangon. They were then held 
incommunicado under house arrest for 12 days. The 
NLD headquarters In Yangon were raided and 
documents reportedly confiscated. In September, when 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyl and NLD Vice-chairman U Tin 00 
attempted to travel by train to Mandalay, they were 
forcibly removed from the Yangon train station. U Tin 
00 was taken to Yemon Military Intelligence Base and 
detained there; Oaw Aung San Suu Kyi and eight other 
NLD Central Executive Committee members were 
placed under house arrest where they remained at the 
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end of the year. Almost 100 NLD members were 
arrested In connection with the twO attempted NLD 
trips, including NLD supporters who had gathered to 
greet Daw Aung San Suu Kyl at the train station. 

Political prisoners 
At least 1.700 people remained imprisoned for political 
reasons, Includlng )7 NLD members of parliament­
elect. An additional 45 members of parliament-elect 
arrested In September 1998, 43 of them members of the 
NLD, continued to be held without charge In 
�government guesthouses�. They had been arrested in a 
pre-emptive move to prevent them from convening a 
parliament after the SPDC's refusal to do so. Saw NalOg 
Naing, an NLD member of parliament-elect from 
Pazundaung township, Yangon, who had been released 
inJanuary 1999, was rearrested in September 2000. 

Ten political prisoners were known to have been 
released. Including five elderly men released after the 
SpecIal Envoy of the UN Secretary-General for 
Myanmar visited the country in October. 

In the run-up to the loth anniversary in May of the 
NLD election victory. hundreds of NLD supporters were 
arrested. In press conferences held in MayandJuly, the 
SPDC accused the NlD o( having links with exiled 
opposition groups which it claimed were involved in 
"terroris( acts. 
a U Than Lwln, an NLD member of parliament-elect 
from Constituency 2, Madaya townShip, Mandalay 
DiVision, was arrested and sentenced In May to nine 
years' imprisonment for sending a letter to the local 
authorities. The letter protested against a 
demonstration held against him in March, staged by the 
authorities, who reportedly forced people to attend. 
a In May scores of NLD members from Taungdwingyl 
township, Magwe Division, were arrested for attending 
a party meeting; seven were sentenced to eight years' 
Imprisonment. 
a U Aye Tha Aung, a prisoner of conscience and 
leader of the Arakan League for Democracy, was 
arrested in April and sentenced to 21 years' 
imprisonment. His health deteriorated Significantly 
following hiS arrest. He was the Secretary of the 
lo-member Committee Representing the People's 
Parliament which the NLD and other opposition parties 
formed in 1998, and represented four ethnic minority 
OPPOSition parties, including his own. 
a Seven Rohmgyas, Including Serajudin bin Nurislam, 
were arrested in June for attempting to travel to 
Yangon. They were later sentenced to between eight 
and 12 years' Imprisonment and were held In Sittwe, 
capital of the Rakhme State. Rohmgyas, who are 
Muslims living in the Rakhine State, are forbidden from 
travelling outSide their home townships. 

Prison conditions 
The International CommIttee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
continued visiting prisons, �government guesthouses" 
where members of parliament-elect were detained, 
and some labour camps. However they were not known 
to have had access to MIlitary Intel ligence 
Headquarters where torture was most frequently 
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reported. In April the [(RC announced that it had 
identified some 1,500 �secumy detalOees�. Conditions 
In most prisons were extremely poor, owmg to lack of 
adequate food. water, sanitation, and medical care. 
Mylngyan Prison in Mandalay Division and Tharawaddy 
Prison in Bago Division were known to be particularly 
harsh 
a Daw San San Nweh. pnsonerof conscience and 
well-known writer, suffered from high blood pressure, 
arthritiC rheumatism and kidney problems. but did not 
receive appropriate medical treatment. Poor prison 
conditions 10 Myanmar's largest facility, Insein Prison, 
further exacerbated her health problems. 

Torture and Ill-treatment of political pnsoners 
continued to be reported. Methods of torture mcluded 
severe beatings and kicks with boots; an iron bar being 
rolled repeatedly up and down the shins until the skin 
peeled off; near-suffocation; and -the airplane�. where 
prisoners are suspended from the ceiling. spun around 
and beaten. 
oB A Karennl ChrisUan farmer from LOikaw township. 
Kayah State. reported that he was arrested by the army 
and accused of working with the KNPP after a battle 
between the two forces in February. He was beaten with 
rifle butts. punched in the face and kicked in the head 
so severely that hiS hearing was permanently damaged. 
He was then forced to accompany troops as a guide for 
one week dUring which time he was beaten every day 
with sticks and tied with a rope. 

Forced labour 
The army continued (0 seize ethnic minority Civilians 
from the Shan. Karen and Karennl ethnic minorities for 
forced labour They were made to work on 
Infrastructure projects and to carry equipment for 
patrolling troops. Forced labour of criminal prisoners 
In labour camps. who were made to break rocks or to 
work as porters for the army. was also reported. 
a A Shan woman from lalkha township. Shan State. 
reported that In February she had regularly been forced 
to cut bamboo. build fences. and maintain military 
camps and roads. 

Extrajudicial executions 
Extrajudicial executions of ethmc minority civilians 
talong no active part in the hostilities continued to be 
reported. In KunhlOg township. Shan State. more than 
100 Shan and hili tribe people were believed to have 
been killed in January. February and May. The SSA­
South was reportedly active in Kunhing township 

International responses 
The SPDC presented its initIal report to the UN 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women. The Committee expressed concern about. 
among other things. violations against ethnic minority 
women and the plight of women in custody. 

At the International Labour Organisauon OLO) 
Conference In June. the ILO gave the SPDC until 30 
November to enact wconcrete and detailed measuresw 
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t o  comply with [LO Convention No. 29 on forced labour. 
to which Myanmar became a party in 1955- [f the SPDC 
was found not to comply. the ILO recommended. among 
other things. that [LO members should review "thellrl 
relations ... to ensure that !the SPDCI cannot take 
advantage of such relations to perpetuate or extend the 
system-. [n November the [LO's governing body met 
and deCided that sufficient concrete measures had not 
been taken by the SPDC to comply with Convention 
No. 29and therefore It upheld the ILO measures 
adopted In June. 

I n  April the UN Commission on Human Rights 
adopted by consensus its ninth resolution extending 
the mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur on Myanmar 
for another year and deploring "the continuing pattern 
of gross and systematic violauons of human rights in 
Myanmar. A strongly worded resolution was also 
adopted by consensus at the UN General Assembly In 
December. In April the UN Secretary-General 
appointed a new Special Envoy for Myanmar. whose 
mandate IS to ensure Implementation of the 1999 
General Assembly Resolution on Myanmar. He visited 
the country In June and July. and again In October. 
when he met wuh General Than Shwe and Daw Aung 
San Suu KyL ln November the UN Special Rapporteur on 
Myanmar resigned; dUring his four-year tenure he had 
never been permitted by the SPDC to enter the country. 

In May the USA renewed limited economic sanctions. 
In April the European Union (EU) strengthened its 
Common POsition to include freezing the funds ofSPDC 
members and other government offiCials \0 EU 
countries; this was renewed in October. The SPDC 
postponed an EU troika visit which was to have taken 
place in October. but the meeting between the EU and 
the Association of South-East Asian Nallons (ASEAN). 
which the SPDC attended. took place in Laos in 
December. 

AI country reports 
• Unsung heroines: Women of Myanmar (AI Index: ASA 

1 6/00412000) 
• Myanmac Exodus from the Shan State (Al lndeJC ASA 

16/011 /2000) 
• The 1nstitution of torture In Myanmar(AI index: ASA 

1 6/024/2000) 
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N A MI BIA 

REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA 
Head of state: Or Samuel Nujoma 
Head of government: Hage Gelngob 
Capital: Windhoek 
Population: 1.6 million 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all cnmes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children In armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

There was a sharp rise in human rights violations in 
the northeastern Kavango and Caprivi provinces, 
particularly early in 2000, following Namibian 
involvement in the Angola" civil war. Human rights 
violations were reportedly committed by the 
Angola" and Namibia" armies, as well as by the 
Namibian police's Special Field Forces (SFF), 
including extrajudicial executions and torture. There 
were also concerns regarding freedom of expression 
and association. 

Background 
From December 1999 onwards, the Namibian 
government permitted the Angolan army to mount 
attacks into Angola from Kavango and Caprivi 
provinces against the forces of the Un/ao NaclOnal para 
a fndependencla TOlaf de Angofa (UNITA), National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola 

Kavango and Caprivi provinces 
Extrajudicial executions 
Human rights violations, including extrajudiCial 
executions, by the Angolan and Namiblan armies, as 
well as by the SFF, were reported throughout 2000. 
a Angolan soldiers reportedly shot dead Thaddeus 
Mublli, a villager from western Caprivi, on 22January, 
after one of their number was injured by a landmine. 
Thaddeus Mubili had been helping the soldiers track 
suspected UNITA members who had attacked a village 
the prevIous day. 
a A group of Angolans and Namiblans, apparently 
members of a family group who live on both sides of the 
border river, reportedly crossed mto Namibia west of the 
Kavango provincial capital, Rundu. on 10 january. The 
presence of the group aroused suspicion and Namibian 
soldiers arrived and started shooting. A six-year-old girl 
was shot dead and a man was shot in the buttocks. 
Torture/ill·treatment 
There were reports of torture and excessive use of 
force by Angolan and Namibian armed forces, as well as 
the SFF. Early in 2000 there were reports of Angolan 
soldiers torturing young women by raping them. There 
were also reports of soldiers based in Angola abducting 
girls from Namibia and taking them to Angola, 
a Erkkl Fiderato was arrested on 7 january at his 
home In eastern Kavango by SFF officers, During arrest 
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he was reportedly kicked and beaten with rifle buns. 
Villagers heard him screaming throughout the night. 
a Muyeva Thaddeus Munango was shot and wounded 
in the hand and leg on 4 February_ He had been fishmg 
In a river east of Rundu when an SFF officer reportedly 
ordered him to leave the river, then shot him and left 
him for dead. He regained consciousness and managed 
to reach hiS home, where villagers took him to hospital. 
Forcible returns 
Some refugees who fled the Angolan conflict after 
November 1999 were forCibly returned. Accounts of the 
way the authorities dealt with the populallon in the 
northeast suggested a pattern of cooperation between 
the Namiblan police and members of the Angolan army. 

Angolan women in Oslre refugee camp in january 
reported that they had been separated from their 
husbands and that they feared the men may have been 
handed over to the Angolan army_ The miSSing men 
were mostly from Angola's central highlands where 
UNITA drew much of Its support. The authorities dId not 
respond to inquiries by the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) about 50 men reported missIng in 
November and December 1999, 

More than 100 people remained in custody throughout 
2000 after an armed secesSIOnist uprising in Katima 
Mulilo, the provincial capital of Caprlvi, 10 August 1999. 
About 300 people were Initially arrested and others 
were arrested in the following months_ All of those 
Initially arrested were reportedly tortured dUring their 
arrests. More than 130 0f those released Without charge 
filed complaints of torture durmg 2000 and sought 
compensation. Their cases were still pending at the end 
of the year. Three police officers named by many 
detainees as perpetrators of torture remained on duty. 

Freedom of expression and association 
Many of those still detained followlOg the uprising In 
Katima Mulilo appeared to be possible prisoners of 
conscience. They were accused of sedition and treason 
because of their opinions or the organizations they 
belonged to, even though they did not participate in or 
advocate any violence. 

There was growing criticism by government 
ministers and government party officials of the press. 
the judiciary and non-governmental organizations 
Orficials threatened to withdraw reSidence permits 
from foreign judges and encouraged the police to 
�e1iminate gays and lesbians from the face of Namlbla�, 

AI country report and visit 
Report 
• Namibia: Human rights abuses in the border area 

(AI Index: AFR 03/001 12000) 
Visit 
AI delegates viSited Namibia tn January to investigate 
the situatIon tn the border area with Angola, 
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NEPAL 

KINGDOM OF NEPAL 
Head of state: King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev 
Head of government: Girija Prasad Koirala (replaced 
Krishna Prasad Bhattarai in March) 
Capital: Kathmandu 
Population: 23.9 million 
Official language: Nepall 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
Involvement of children In armed conflict 

Grave human rights violations by police, including 
extrajudicial executions, "disappearances" and 
torture, were reported in the context of the "people's 
war" declared by the Communist Party of Nepal 
(CPN) (Maoist) in 1996. There were also widespread 
abuses by members of the CPN (Maoist), including 
deliberate killings, hostage-taking and torture. The 
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) was 
finally set up in May, but had not become fully 
operational by the end of 2000. Impunity and the 
lack of independent investigation into human rights 
violations remained a major concern. 

Background 
Political instability adversely affected the human rights 
Slluatlon. A power struggle within the leadership of the 
Nepali Congress Party (NCP), particularly between 
GlriJa Prasad KOirala and Knshna Prasad Bhanarai, 
resulted in the former replacing the latter as Prime 
Minister in March. However, the power struggle 
continued and hampered efforts to initiate a dialogue 
between the government and the CPN (Maoist). 

In April. the National Derence Council (NDC), a 
constitutional body, was activated by Prime Mmister 
KOirala as one of several measures to address the 
Maoist �people's war�. The Implementation of a 
government decision in April to establish a paramilitary 
force called the Armed Security Force was delayed and 
It had not been set up by the end of 2000. In October, 
the NDC decided to Station the army in district 
headquarters 

There were several attempts to initiate talks between 
the government and representatives of the CPN 
(Maoist), includmg by the Consensus Seeking 
Committee, set up in December 1999 and chaired by 
former Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba (a political 
ally of Krishna Prasad Bhattaral). Among the conditions 
for talks set by the CPN (Maoist) was a demand for an 
inquiry into the whereabouts of CPN (Maoist) members 
and supporters who had �disappeared�. 

The mandate of the Consensus Seeking Committee 
was not extended when it ended on 16 October. The 
Committee's final report described the Maoist �people's 
war� as a poliUcal problem arising from the country's 
socio-economlc structure, and urged the government 
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to hold talks with the CPN (Maoist) about their 
demands, apart from those calling for constitutional 
changes. It also suggested that the security apparatus 
be strengthened. In November, the prospects for 
dialogue worsened after a released Maoist leader 
alleged that the government had forced him to 
denounce the CPN (Maoist) at a press conference. 

Extrajudicial executions 
According to officlal figures, between November 1999 
and October 2000, 221 people were killed by police in 
the context of the "people's war·. The government 
claimed there were no civilians among them and that all 
members of the CPN (Maoist) were killed during 
exchanges of fire. However, there was clear evidence 
that dozens of ciVilians and many members of the CPN 
(Maoist) were unlawfully killed. There were also 
reports that not police killed several civilians, 
including two children, when they opened fire during 
demonstrations in December. 

The UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, 
summary or arbitrary executions visited Nepal in 
February. In her report, she stressed the urgent need to 
put in place strong, independent and credible 
mechanisms to investigate and prosecute human rights 
abuses. 
e9 Seven Civilians and two alleged members of the 
CPN (MaOist) were killed on 14January at Thaku, 
Achham district, when police went on a rampage in the 
village. Early that day, members of the CPN (Maoist) had 
coerced vil lagers Into attending a ·cultural program-. 
When a police patrol thought to be from Kamal Bazar 
police station approached the vil lage, the organizers 
ned. Police started shooting at random. Four villagers 
were shot dead while taking shelter In a tea shop, three 
others while running away. Two members of the CPN 
(Maoist) reportedly surrendered to the police and were 
Interrogated for several hours. Villagers later heard 
shots. The next morning, police forced villagers to carry 
nine dead bodies to the river. The bodies were 
cremated there despite protests from the relatives of 
the dead villagers. 
e9 On II February, 15 unarmed Civilians were allegedly 
killed by police in Rukum district, apparently In reprisal 
for the killingof 15 policemen duringan attack by 
members of the CPN (Maoist) on a police station at 
Ghartigaun, Rolpa district, three days earlier. Police 
dragged people outSide their houses and shot them. 
They also burned the houses. All those killed were 
reportedly supporters of the NCP, incJudingTrivan Wait. 

'Disappearances'l unacknowledged detention 
There was mounting evidence of secret detention of 
people arrested on suspicion of being members of the 
CPN (Maoist). The whereabouts of I) people arrested 
during 2000 remained unknown at the end of the year. 
More than soother ·disappearances· reported In 1998 
and 1999 also remained unclariried. 

Several of those released after long periods of 
unacknowledged detention gave evidence of torture 
and of cruel, inhuman and degrading conditions of 
detention. 
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a lara Prasad Bhusal, a 17-year-old school student, 
was rearrested by police on 2sJune from the premises 
of the Butwal Appelate Court, immediately after ajudge 
had ordered his release. He was held in secret 
detention at three different places for one month and 
kept blindfolded and with his hands tied for most of the 
lime. 

Torture/ i ll-treatment 
Torture continued to be reported on a regular basis. 
a A student from Kailall district who was arrested in 
May on suspicion of being a Maoist sympathizer was 
tortured for three days at the district police office. He 
was subjected to prolonged beatings on his back and 
legs with a stick and to falanga (beatmg on the soles of 
the feet). 

Arbitrary arrests and detention 
An estimated 1,600 people were serving a prison 
sentence or awaiting trial In relation to crimes 
allegedly committed in the context of the �people's 
war· at the end of 2000. The abuse of the Public 
Security Act, under which political activists were 
repeatedly rearrested despite court orders for their 
release, continued. The authorities also Increasingly 
used provisions of the Anti-State Crimes and Penalties 
Act, 1989, which includes Crimes such as Insurrection 
and treason carrying pUnishments of up to life 
Imprisonment. It appeared that the police were using 
this law to prevent suspects' release on bail pending 
trial. 

Abuses by the CPN (Maoist) 
According to official sources, members of the CPN 
(Maoist) killed 8, civilians between November 1999 and 
October 2000. Most of them were members of the NCP. 
Dozens of people were also taken hostage or abducted. 
Children as young as 14, mcluding girls. were recruited. 
There were also reports that those held captive were 
subjected to cruel punishments. 

AI wrote to the leadership of the CPN (Maoist) tnJune 
to express concern about abductions of CiVIlians, 
including children. In a public statement issued on 23 
August, the leadership denied that children had been 
recruited into the -people's army·. In a further letter 
sent in October, AI clarified that It opposed any form of 
recruitment, training or deployment of children under 
the age of 18, including for support roles such as 
messengers or porters. AI also sought clarification 
about "death sentences" reportedly imposed by Maoist 
"people's courts· on seven people as announced dUring 
a press conference organized by the Rolpa district unit 
of the CPN (Maoist) on '7 August. 
a Man Singh Shahl. the President of the Association 
of Victims of Maoists in Kalikot diStrict, was killed on 
I September. 
a Shiva Prasad Bhatta, headmaster of the Mandali 
Primary School In Pandrung, Gorkha district. was killed 
on 22 August. 
a Three 14-year-olds and a Is-year-old student from 
janaprlya High School injajarkot district were taken 
away by members of the CPN (Maoist) from their school 
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hostel in Dashera on 8 and 9June respectively. They 
had not returned by the end of 2000. 

Impunity 
There was a complete lack of accountability for 
extrajudicial executions. Investigations were internal 
and conducted by the police or the MiniStry of Home 
Arfairs, and \0 most cases the bodies of victims were 
disposed of without any inqUIry. 

Accountability In relation to "disappearances· and 
torture was also lacking. In August the !lam district 
court awarded compensation of Rupees s,ooo (USho) 
to Hasta Rat, who had been tortured by police at 
Aitabari police post in November 1999. this was only 
the second case In which compensation had been 
awarded since the Torture Compensation Act came into 
force in 1996. 

National Human Rights Commission 
Members of the NHRC were appointed in May, more 
than three years arIer the law for the establishment of 
the Commission was enacted. The institution 
experienced loglstlcal and financial problems arising 
from lack of government cooperation. The police also 
appeared reluctant to cooperate with the NHRC. 

AI country report and visits 
Report 
• Nepal: Human rights and security (AI Index: ASA 

31 /001 /2000) 
Visits 
A high-level delegation, Including AI's Secretary General, 
visited Nepal in February. During a furthervlsit in 
November, the Secretary General launched a campaign 
to eradicate torture in Nepal. 
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NEW ZEA LAND 

NEW ZEALANO 
Head ofstate: Queen Elizabeth 11, represented by 
Mlchael Hardle Boys 
Head of government: Hele" Clark 
Capital: Wellington 
Population: 3.8 million 
Official language: English 
Death penalty: abolitionISt for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children In armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute 
of the International Cnminal Court 

A man was shot dead by police in disputed 
circumstances. A number of asylum-seekers were 
detained. 

Background 
The government announced a major review of eXisting 
systems and legislation for the protection and 
promotion of human rights. In June. the Ministry of 
Justice issued a set of guidelines for government policy 
advisers on the application of the 1993 Human Rights 
Act and the implications of the prohibition of 
discrimmauon due to come into effect from 2002. A 
parliamentary commIttee commenced a major inquiry 
into New Zealand's part In the promouon and 
implementation of international human rights 
standards, particularly in the ASia/Pacific region. 

Police shooting 
In April. a police officer at Waitara, Taranaki. shot 
dead Steven Wallace, a 2)·year-old Maorl man, in 
disputed circumstances. The shooting led to racial 
tension which was investigated by the national 
Human Rights Commission. In August, a police inqUiry 
found that the shooting was lawful, and that Mrace 
was not an issue�. Accordmg to the police, Steven 
Wallace had been actmg in an irratIOnal, destructive 
and threatening manner, and had smashed the 
windows of a police car and various buildmgs before 
being confronted by two armed officers. About one 
mmute later, one of the officers fired four shots at 
Steven Wallace. allegedly as he came to within SIX 
metres of them holding a baseball bat. Police 
admitted that there had been delays 10 providing 
medical attention. Investigations by a coroner and 
the Police Complaints Authority had not been 
completed by the end of lOOO 

Detention of asylum-seekers 
A number of asylum·seekers who arnved without travel 
documents were detained. In May the High Court in 
Auckland ruled that such detention may become Illegal 
once it ceases to be reasonable under the 
circumstances. 

lBO 

In July the Court of Appeal overturned an earlier High 
Court deCISion which in 1999 had led to the release from 
prison of 16 asylum-seekers. The New Zealand 
Immigration Service had a�ued that the 1951 UN 
Refugee Convention and the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees GUidelines on the Detention of Asylum· 
Seekers imposed no obligations on government 
orficials to release detamed asylum-seekers 

NICARAG UA 

REPUBLIC O F  NICARAGUA 
Head of state and government: Arnoldo Aleman lacayo 
Capital: Managua 
Population: 5 million 
Official language: Spanish 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all cnmes 

Human rights defenders were threatened. Police 
officers injured demonstrators and detainees. 

Background 
The effects of the agreement signed m 1999 between 
the two main political parties, the ruling Partido Liberal 
Constituclonalista, Constitutionalist liberal Party, and 
the Frente Sandinlsta de Liberaci6n Naclonal, 
Sandinista National liberation Front. started to 
emerge. They were criticized by sectors of ciVil society 
as a threat to the democratic process and to basic 
human and civil rights. For example, electoral reforms 
introduced In January established new rules for the 
creation of political parties, Imposing difficult 
conditions. and changed the requirements for the 
registration of candidates. DUring municipal elections 
in November, a significant number of parties were left 
out of the contest and candidates were prevented from 
running for office, 

Human rights defenders 
Human rights defenders and non-governmental 
organizations were threatened. In March government 
minIsters accused Vllma Nunez de Escorcia. President 
of the Centro Nicaraguense de Derechos Humanos 
(CENIDH). Nicaraguan Centre for Human Rights, of 
obstructing police work. Pro·government newspapers 
and radio Stations suggested her death might be the 
answer to the unrest in the northeast of the country. 
CENIDH had been Investigating the killing of three men, 
former members of an armed group of ex-soldiers, the 
Freme UnidoAndres Caslro(FUAC}, Andres Castro 
United Front. In May an anonymous letter with further 
threats was delivered (0 CENIDH's office. 

Government authOrities. Including President 
Arnoldo Alemim, were reported to have strongly 



criticized non*governmental organIzations, calling 
them �merchants of povert( among other things. In 
some cases these atlacks came after the groups had 
crttlcized the authoritIes' handling of aId for victims of 
natural disasters. 
a I n  December, Dorothy Vlrgmia Granada, a 70*year* 
old US citizen working as a nurse m a cooperative clintC 
in Mulukuku, NOrth Atlantic Autonomous Region, was 
harassed and intimidated by police and immigration 
agents. The clinic had faced allegations of attempting to 
Influence its patients politIcally; of il legal abortions; of 
treating members of FUAC; and of not bemg properly 
registered to practise. President Arnoldo Aleman had 
attacked Dorothy Granada In the press, claiming that 
she was an illegal resident. On 8 December. 15 heavily 
armed anti*riot police, accompanying immigration 
officers, entered her house without a warrant to arrest 
and deport her. She was not at home at the time. She 
went into hiding in fear of another display of force and 
her health deteriorated. On I) December. the Minister 
of the Interior. Jose Marenco, announced that her 
residency had been revoked on 7 December. and that 
she had Z4 hours to leave the country. However. ajudge 
reviewing the case annulled the minister's decision and 
ruled that she was a legal resident. The minister 
appealed and a final decision was pending at the end of 
zooo . .  

National Police 
Police officers reportedly used excessive force, causing 
Injuries to demonstrators. and ilHreated detainees. In 
March about zo demonstrators protesting against law 
reforms were beaten and Injured by members of the 
National Police who used rubber bullets and tear gas 
against them. Dozens of police officers were expelled 
from the force for corruption or abuse of authority. 
including beating people in their custody. In August a 
police officer was expelled from the force after a 
photograph appeared in the press showing him kicking 
two young men. 

AI action 
AI called on the government to protect human Tights 
defenders and others who were being threatened. 
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NIGER 

REPUBLIC OFTHE NICER 
Head of state: Mamadou Tandja 

NIG 

Head of government: Hama Amadou (replaced Ibrahim 
Assan Mayaki in January) 
Capital: Niamey 
Population: 9.4 million 
Official language: French 
Death penalty: abolItionist In 

,E
ractice 

The human rights situation improved with the return 
of civilian rule after elections in November 1999. 
However, some journalists were targeted and 
arrested during 2000 and there were several cases of 
torture in detention. 

Background 
For the first time since 1996. Niger was ruled 
throughout zooo by a civilian head of state. elected at 
the end of 1999 after fair and transparent elections. The 
presidential election ended four years of military rule 
marked by two coups. the second of which led to the 
killing of President Ibrahim Bare Malnassara by 
members of his presidential guard In April 1999. During 
this period of military rule. the human rights situation 
had deteriorated. 

Impunity 
In March, PreSident Mamadou Tandja declared hImself 
ready to �seek out and establish the truth� concerning 
the killing of PreSident Bare Mainassara. In July a 
coalItion of 11 opposition parties, the Coordmation des 
forces democratlques(CFD), Coordination of 
Democratic Forces, called for the truth behind this 
kilhng to be established. The European Union and AI 
also called for investigations mto the killing. but no 
inquiry was opened by the end of zooo. 

Detention of journalists 
Several Journalists were detained dunng 2000. 
B InJune. Abdoulaye Tchlemogo. publishing director 
of Le canard llbere, a private weekly. and one of his 
Journalists, ilia Kane, were arrested and held for four 
days. The newspaper had been hIghly critical of the 
military Junta which took power in Apnl 1999. The 
journalists received a two*month suspended sentence in 
August for publishing an article which described Pnme 
Minister Hama Amadou as a �pyromaniacand coward­
In a second case, the two journalists received a SIX­

month suspended sentence in October for publishing 
several articles which were deemed defamatory, and 
which allegedly "sapped the morale of the army", 
a In October, three journalists from the private 
weekly L 'Enqueteurwere charged with ·spreadmg 
false news· after the publication of an article about a 
dispute between Niger and Bemn concerning the 
Island of Lete. The three were Soumana Maga. the 
founder of the weekly; Tahirou GourD, its managing 
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director; and Sallf Dago, a journalist. I n  November. 
Soumana Maga was sentenced to eight months' 
Imprisonment He was a prisoner of conscience. The 
twO other Journalists received six-month suspended 
sentences 

Torture/ ill·treatment 
Torture and IIHreatment of both criminal and politIcal 
prisoners were reported during 2000. 
� In August, three detainees In Dlakena prison near 
the town orrilla�ry in the west of the country were 
handcuffed and hanged head down from a tree by their 
feet for more than 10 hours. The three men were 
suspected of theft. One had to have a leg and an arm 
amputated as a result. An investigation was opened and 
three prison warders were arrested 
a I" June, several soldiers arrested on suspicion of 
kidnapping Major Djlbnlla Hamidou Hlma, spokesman 
of the former military Junta, were tortured and ill­
treated The detainees and their lawyer lodged a 
complaint but no Inquiry into these allegations of 
torture had been opened by the end of 2000. 

AI country report 
• Nlger The nghl to Justice (AI Index; AFR 

43/001 12000) 

NIGERIA 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 
Head of state and government: Olusegun Obasanjo 
Capital: AbuJa 
Population: 111 5 million 
Official language: English 
Death penalty: "'lentlonlSt 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the 
Involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome 
Statute of the International Criminal Court 

There was no investigation into continuing incidents 
of alleged extrajudicial executions or excessive use of 
force by the security forces which have taken place 
since the restoration of civilian government in May 
1999. One amputation and several public floggings 
were carried out under new laws introducing corporal 
punishment in some northern states. Evidence was 
heard in the trial of seturity officers allegedly 
involved in an attempted extrajudicial execution in 
1 996, and hearings started before a commission of 
inquiry investigating human rights violations 
committed before May 1999. 
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Background 
There were sporadic outbreaks of Civil unrest 
throughout the year in which hundreds died. As many 
as 1,000 people were killed In Intercommunal Violence 
between Christian and Muslim communities 10 
February over the possible extenSion of Sharla (Islamic 
law) in Kaduna State, northern Nigeria, and in reprisal 
killings in eastern Nigeria. In May renewed rioting in 
Kaduna led to a further)oo deaths. Further unrest over 
Sharia left 10 dead In Gombe State In September and at 
least nine In Niger State in November. In October more 
than 100 people died in Lagos, southwest Nlgeria, ln 
Intercommunal connict. 

There was widespread lack of public confidence in the 
severely under-resourced police force, and lynchings of 
criminal suspects by vigilante groups or community 
militias sometimes provoked intercommunal connlct 
The government condemned the emergence of 
ethnically based militias and, followlOgserlous unrest, 
earned out widespread arrests of those aJI�edly 
Involved. It Increased the size of the police rorce and 
deployed troops In support or the police 10 areas of 
unrest. Special task forces were posted to the oil­
produclOg Niger Delta area where thefts from ruel 
pipelines rose, scores of people died In explosions at 
pipelines ruptured by thieves and oil company 
personnel COntinued to be taken hostage ror ransom 

In April, the Supreme Court ruled that the African 
Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights and other 
international treaties took precedence over domestic 
law This overturned a March 1996 ruling by the Federal 
High Court that International legal obligations were 
overruled by military decrees which prohibited 
recourse to the courts. Human rights lawyer Ganl 
Fawehlnmi had challenged his detention without 
charge or trial from January to November 1996 on the 
grounds that It violated rights guaranteed by Nigeria's 
Constitution and the African Charter on Human and 
Peoples' Rights, Incorporated into Nigerian law In 198). 

Killings by the security forces 
There were reports that the security forces used 
excessive force in response 10 protests against oil 
company activities and thefts from oil pipelines in the 
Niger Delta, resulting In several reported fatalities 
Earlier killings and ill-treatment by the security forces 
since May 1999 were not subject to independent 
investigation. local human rights organizations 
expressed concern at persistent reports that suspected 
armed robbers were killed by the police Instead of 
being prosecuted 
a In April police shot dead at least one person. 
18-year-old Barlnaadua Gbaraka, and burned down 
homes In K-Dere Village In Rivers State after reSidents 
opposed a road·building project by the Shell oil 
company Several residents were detained and 
reportedly assaulted. ledum Mitee, lawyer and leader 
of the Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People 
(MOSOP), was among 11 people subsequently released 
on bail to await trial on charges including arson and 
atlempted murder His family home was among those 
burned The trials were repeatedly adjourned. 
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a A police task force in Abia State reportedly killed at 
least three people in the Osisioma area suspected of 
stealing fuel from ruptured pipelines: in May Sunday 
Benjamin, inJune Ikechi Nwogu and in October 
Egbulefu Ugwuzor. In September and November the 
task force was alleged to have looted and burned 
property of relatives or associates of suspected fuel 
thieves. 
a House of Assembly representalives in Delta State 
reported that in September members of a paramilitary 
police unit had fired indiscriminately at residents of 
several villages, burned and ransacked homes, and 
looted property. 
a In October at least eight youths were reportedly 
killed when troops guarding an oil facility belonging to 
the Agip oil company fired on protesters from the 
nearby town of Olugbobiri, Bayelsa State. About 50 
youths in speedboats had reportedly intended to shut 
down production after disagreements over a road­
building project. 
a The Benue State authorities said that aJudicial 
commission of Inquiry would investIgate the reported 
killing of 10 people by members of a federal 
paramilitary police unit in December. Raids on villages 
in the Mbalim and Mbasombo districts reportedly took 
place after community leaders reported pipeline 
leakages and contamination of farmland and 
waterways to the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation. 

Cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment 
At least one amputation and several noggings were 
carried out. New laws introduced or announced In 
10 northern states during 2000 provided harsh corporal 
punishments for offences including theh, sexual 
offences, consumption of alcohol and gambling. 
Several men and at least one woman were publIcly 
nogged for offences which included smoking 
marijuana, gambling and carrying women on the back 
of motorcycle taxis. 

The federal government did not challenge the 
unconstitutlonaltty of some of the new state laws, but 
advised citizens to seek legal redress in the higher 
courts, including the Supreme Court. However, 
sentences were often carried out immediately after 
conviction and most defendants had no defence lawyer 
or means to bring an appeal. 
a In February Sanl Mamman, aged 18, was given 
100 lashes in Zamfara State for having sexual relations 
outside marriage. 
a In March a farmer In Zamfara State, Buba Bello 
Jangebe. had his right hand amputated after being 
convicted of stealing a cow. He failed to appeal against 
the sentence within the allotted 30 days. 
a In August Sule Sale received 86 lashes for drinking 
alcohol and stealing cigarettes in Katsina State. 
a In September, 17-year-old Barlya ibrahim Magazu 
was sentenced to 100 lashes for having sex outside 
marriage. Unable to produce sufficient witnesses to 
substantiate her allegation that she had been coerced 
into having sex with three men, one of whom had made 
her pregnant, she was sentenced to a further 80 lashes 
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for her accusations against the three men, which were 
Judged to be false. 

Political imprisonment 
Supporters of OPPOsition groups were arrested and 
charged with offences, someumes following unrest, in 
circumstances suggesting that their detentions were 
politically motivated. 
a In May, � supporters of the Movement for the 
Actualisation of the Sovereign State of Blafra (MASSOB) 
were arrested in Aba, Abla State, and charged with 
treasonable felony and unlawful assembly. They were 
al leged to have conspired to overthrow the 
government by declaring an Independent state. In 
August a magistrates' court struck out the charges of 
treasonable felony on the grounds that the court lacked 
jurisdiction to try a federal offence and granted them 
bail on the charges of unlawful assembly. 
a In early September Alhaji Sule Zurmi, an opposition 
party leader in Zamfara State, was arrested with 17 
supporters and detained for more than two weeks. 
Charged with responsibility for an attack on the State 
Governor's convoy in which a number of people were 
injured, their arrest and prosecution were criticized by 
federal government officials as arbitrary and politically 
motivated. They were released pending trial. 
a In October the authorities arrested scores of 
suspected supporters of the O'odua People's Congress 
(OPC), an organization set up to defend the interests of 
the Yoruba ethnic group. They were charged with 
offences including murder, arson and illegal possession 
of arms, in connection with unrest In Lagos and Ilonn, 
southwest Nigeria, in which more than 100 people, 
mostly from the Hausa community, died. Dr Frederick 
Fasehun, a leading ope member, was released on bail 
by the Lagos High Court after three weeks. Immediately 
rearrested to face Similar charges in 1I0rin, he was again 
released on bail by a magistrates' court In Ilorin. The 
Lagos High Court subsequently dismissed the charges 
against him for lack of evidence. 

Death penalty 
No death sentences or executions were known to have 
been imposed during 2000. In January President 
Olusegun Obasanjo granted an amnesty to prisoners 
under sentence of death: those who had been awaiting 
execution for 20 years were to be pardoned and 
released; those under sentence of death for between 
10 and 20 years were to have their sentences commuted 
to life imprisonment. 

In December the government reportedly proposed to 
reintroduce capital punishment for the sabotage of fuel 
and power supply networks. 

Impunity 
Trials 
The trial of five former security offiCials, Including 
former Chief of Army Staff General lshaya Bamaiyi, 
COntinued. They were cha�ed with the attempted 
murder in February 1996 of Alex Ibru, newspaper 
publisher and former government minister. The state's 
main prosecution witness, a former army sergeant, told 
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the High Court in Lagos that he and a senior police 
officer had fired at Alex [bru. He said he had been part 
of a hit squad acting on Ihe orders of superior oHieers 

No evidence was heard In two cases agaInst former 
security officers and Mohammed Abacha. son of 
former head of state General Sani Abacha. They were 
charged in connection with the shooting dead In June 
1996 of Kudirat Abiola, wife of the imprisoned winner 
of the 1993 presidenttal elections, Moshood Abiola, 
and the unexplained death in custody In December 
1997 ofShehu Musa Yar'Adua. a former deputy head of 
state 
Human Rights Violations Investigation Commission 
In October the Human Rights Violations Investigation 
Commission, set up in June 1999, began hearing 
eVidence from witnesses to human rights violations 
committed between 1966 and the return to civilian rule 
in May 1999. From more than 11,000 petitions received. 
It selected about 150 of the most serious cases for public 
hearing in five sessions In Abuja and other major cities. 

Witnesses before the Commission described kil lings 
and torture by agents of the mihtary government of 
General Sani Abacha (1993 1998). Former Captain 
U.S.A. Suleiman desCribed being held in an unventilated 
and unlit cell and forced to stand all night by being 
chained hand and foot to a wal1. Former Colonel 
Gabrlel Ajayi described being tied uP. hung from the 
ceiling and beaten. Both had been detained in 
connection with an alleged coup plot in 1995. The family 
of Alfred Rewane. a 79-year-old opposition supporter 
murdered In 1995, alleged that senior security officials 
had told a mil itary investigation in 1998 of a 
government conspiracy to kill him and that supposed 
suspects arrested by the police had since died in 
custody. A former police commissioner told the 
Commission that secumy police had planted explosives 
to incriminate an airport manager killed in a car bomb 
explOSion at Lagos International airport In 1996. This 
and other bomb blasts were Widely believed to have 
been the work of the security services and were used as 
a pretext to Imprison pro-democracy activists. Security 
officials denied the most serious accusations or refused 
to appear before the CommiSSion. In December former 
head of state General lbrahim Babanglda and former 
military and police security chiefs obtained a High 
Court injunction restraming the Commission from 
compelling them to appear before it, on the grounds 
that their personal security would be at risk. They had 
been invited to give evidence about the alleged 
extrajudicial execution in 1986 of Dele Glwa. edllor of 
Newsw8tch magazine. 

AI country report and visit 
Report 
• Nigeria: Time for justice and accountability (AI Index: 

AFR 44/014/2000) 
Visit 
An AI delegation visited Nigeria In July for talks with 
government officials and for meetings with local AI 
members and other human rights groups. 
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ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN 
Head of state: Mohammad Rafiq Tarar 
Head of government: General Pervez Musharraf 
Capital: Islamabad 
Population: 156.5 million 
Official languages: EnglISh and Urdu 
Death penalty: retentlonist 

Despite the government's stated commitment to 
human rights protection, human rights violations 
including torture and deaths in custody increased 
during 2000. Minorities were not given adequate 
protection when religiously motivated violence 
flared up. Violence against women and children 
continued at a high level. Political activities 
remained restricted following a ban on public 
activities in March. Activists contravening the ban 
were detained and some were charged with sedition. 
Several people detained at the time of the coup 
remained in unlawful detention. The death penalty 
was frequently imposed, but was banned for 
juveniles. 

Background 
The mil itary government under Chief Executive Pervez 
Musharraf presented a comprehensive reform program 
to fight corruption and prepare for local elections by 
December. and a human rights agenda that focused on 
the protection of women. children and minorities. 
However. various groups, especially Islamist groups. 
exerted considerable pressure on the government and 
several initiatives were reversed. 

In January. judges of the higher judiciary were asked 
to take an oath on the Provisional Constitutional Order 
(PCO) of 1999 which had suspended the Constitution. 
The Chief Justice and five Supreme Court judges refused 
to take the oath and seven High Court judges were not 
asked to take It. The Supreme Court In May declared the 
military takeover of October 1999 valid under the 
doctrine of necessity and gave the government three 
years to complete its declared objectives. 

In April. former prime mintster Nawaz Sharif was 
convicted of hijacking a plane and other offences and 
sentenced to two terms of life Imprisonment His co­
accused were acquitted. The trial before an anti­
terrorism court did not fully meet standards for fair 
trial In July. Nawaz Sharlf was sentenced to 14 years' 
imprisonment and disqualified from holding public 
office for concealing the purchase of a helicopter. In 
December Nawaz Sharif was pardoned In both cases 
and exiled. according to the government on 
�humanitarlan grounds·. 

Political arrests and detention 
Following a ban In March on political actiVities In 
public, dozens of political activists were arrested for 
breaches of the ban. Most were released within a short 
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time but several politIcIans of the Pakistan Muslim 
League were charged with sedition for making 
speeches critiCizIng the mIlitary government. Al l  were 
freed on bail. 

Some members of the previous government 
contmued to be detained without charge or trial 
Former mmister for information Mushahid Hussain. 
who was arrested 10 October 1999, was held under 
house arrest, although there were no charges agaInst 
him. In July, he was cleared of any suspICIon of 
corruption. He was released in December. 

The government in September announced a review 
of the cases of members of the MurcahJda Oauml 
Movement (MOM) who had been held for over five 
years without trial Other people charged under 
previous governments continued to face trial. Rehmat 
Shah Afridl, editor-m-chief of The Fronc/er Post. 
arrested in April 1999. continued to be tried on drugs 
charges although the prosecution faIled to produce any 
compelling eVidence agamst him. Before his arrest, his 
newspaper had documented official corruption. He 
appeared 10 be a prisoner of conscience. 

Dozens of acttvists and others were detained without 
charge or Irial. most often to extract money from them. 
Many such detainees were tortured. 
a Two children, 11-year-old Madad AIi and 14-year­
old SanJar, were dIscovered on 6 October by High Court 
officials in a police station in Hyderabad. Their brother 
had filed a petiUon alleging that they had been held 
wIthout charge since 14 September and that police had 
demanded money for their release. Forty other people 
who had not been charged were found in that police 
statIon. No action was known to be taken against the 
police officers mvolved 

Anti<orruption trials 
The anti-corrupuon drive did not always uphold the 
rights of the accused. Corruption charges were brought 
under the National Accountability Bureau Ordinance 
(NAB) of 1999 agamst dozens of bureaucrats. 
bUSinessmen and former politicians. Several NAB 
provisions contravene International standards for fair 
trial. tncludlng one allowtng detainees to be held for up 
to 90 days in executive, not Judicial, custody; a 
requirement that detainees prove their tnnocence; and 
the denial of bail. Some NAB detainees were held for 
longer than 90 days, were reportedly detained and 
interrogated by military personnel, and were denied 
access to lawyers and famtly 

Torture in police custody and jails, often of people held 
In unlawful detentIon. continued to be widespread, 
leadtng to at least 15 deaths 
a Mushtaque Maseeh was arrested on )1 July by 
police in Hyderabad because of a property dispute. He 
was beaten severely and suffered a skull fracture. 
When his condition deteriorated. he was released on 
I August. Doctors in the Civil Hospital noted marks of 
beating on his head, neck and torso. He died on 
8 August after an operation. A Judicial inqUIry 
Identified the offiCial responsible and ordered him to 
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be charged with murder, but he had reportedly not 
been arrested by the end of 1000. 
Chi ldren 
Abuses of chIldren In custody continued to be reported. 
Members of the Lahore High Court Bar Associauon who 
visited Lahore Camp Jail noted sexual abuse of juvenile 
detainees by staff and Inmates. In Hyderabad Central 
Jail, some 50 juvenile prisoners who had been regularly 
sexually abused by adult convicts were discovered by a 
new jail administration m September. They were 
transferred to the juvenile ward and diSCiplinary action 
agaInst prison staff was announced 

Extrajudicial executions 
ExtrajudicIal executions of crimtnal suspects decltned 
sharply compared to prevIous years. Eighteen cases 
were reported. Victtms of extrajudicial executions were 
mostly Criminal suspects. 
a Mumtaz, who was riding a bicycle in the early 
hours of )o September In Karachi, was shot dead by 
police offIcers on a motorbike when he refused to stop 
at their signal. They claimed that Mumtaz had opened 
fire at them_ The pohce officers were arrested for 
exceeding their powers but it is not known if they were 
charged 

In October, a Punjab police report detailing 
hundreds of killings by police during so-called 
"encounters· since 1990 was presented to the 
provincial government for further Investigation. 
Between February 1997 and October 1999. 967 criminal 
suspects were kil led by police in "encounters" in Punjab 
province. 

Lack of protection for religious minorities 
In April. the Chief Executive announced procedural 
changes to the blasphemy law. which carries a 
mandatory death penalty, to prevent its misuse. One 
month later. followmg protests by Islamists, the 
amendment was Withdrawn. At least 60 people were 
charged With religious offences. About half of these 
were detained as prisoners of conscience. 
a In August, Yousuf All was sentenced to death for 
blasphemy after a manifestly unfair trial amid medIa 
Vil ification. He denied ever havmg claimed to be a 
prophet of Islam as al leged. Several prosecution 
witnesses admitted that they had not fully understood 
what the Sufi mystic taught. His appeal was pending. 
a At least a dozen members of the Ahmadiyya 
commumty were killed by people opposing their 
beliefs. In November, five Ahmadis including two 
chIldren were killed by a mob In Sargodha dlstnct and 
their bodies mutdated with axes. No one was arrested. 
Although the police were asked for help as tension built 
up before the incident, they took no protective or 
preventIve steps. AjudiciaJ lnqulry was set up. 

Women 
In August the National Commission on the Status of 
Women was set up to protect women's rights, but It had 
no enforcement powers. contrary to earlier 
government commitments. Its chaIrperson announced 
the settmg up of a national ombudsperson for women's 
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issues and stated that laws discriminating against 
women would be amended. 

In October, the Interior Minister said that -all 
diSCriminatory laws against women should be repealed 
or amended to remove any discrimination agamst 
women�. Women's rights activists and a Senate­
ordered study published in [997 had Identified the Zms 
Ordinance as discriminating against women, but no 
action to amend laws was taken during 2000. 
'Honou( killings 
The Chief Executive, General Pervez Musharraf, 
announced In April that "killing in the name of honour IS 
murder and will be treated as such" In August, a 
governmental legal aid unit was set up In larkana to 
ensure that honour killings would be treated as murder. 
In the absence of public awareness raising, these 
innovations had no Impact on the rising trend of 
violence against women. including honour crimes. 
Scores of honour kill ings were reported from all parts 
of the country 
Cl In November, a man In Karachl who suspected hiS 
I I-year-old daughter of having an illicit affair axed her 
to death. When her mother and nme-year-old sister 
tried to protect her, he killed them too. He gave himself 
up to police stating that he had no regrets as -it was a 
question of honour�. 

Children 
Children were subjected to abuses In custody and in the 
community. for Instance as child labourers or bonded 
labourers. Domestic violence against children. 
Including sexual abuse. remained widespread, The 
state made Virtually no attempt to prevent these abuses 
or to hold the perpetrators to account. 

The Juvenile Jusltce System Ordinance 2000 was 
promulgated in July. establishing juvenile courts to try 
juvenile suspects. It bans the death penalty for anyone 
less than 18 at the time of the al leged offence as well as 
the use of fetters and corporal punishment. The 
Ordinance containS no reference to around 50 
Juveniles already under sentence of death. 
Cl Mohammad Saleem. who was around 14at the time 
of an alleged murder InJune 1998. was sentenced to 
death in December 1998 by a military court. He was 
acquitted in January 1999. tried and sentenced to death 
again In June 1999 -despite the prohibition of double 
jeopardy. He remained in a death cell with adult 
convicts as hiS appeal remained undecided. 

Death penalty 
At least 52 people were sentenced to death. the 
majority for murder, many by special courts whose 
procedures do not fully conform to international 
standards for fair trial. A verdict in March sentencing 
Javed Iqbal to be publicly strangled. cut IntO pieces and 
thrown into acid for the serial killing and mutilation of 
dozens of runaway children was opposed by human 
rights activists. The Council of Islamic Ideology 
declared It un-Islamic. An appeal was pending. 

Three men due to be executed In April in Gujrat. 
Punjab province. for killing four people in a domestic 
dispute In 1989 were released when the family of the 
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victims pardoned them and accepted compensation 
under the qisasand diyar law. Many others who could 
not offer adequate compensation continued to be held 
in death cells. sometimes for many years. There were 
nearly 4.000 people on death row. 

At least SIX people were hanged. In April. Pakistan 
voted against a UN Commission on Human Rights 
resolution condemning the death penalty and calling 
for a reduction in executions. 

Al visit 
Al delegates were Invited by the government to the 
Convention on Human Rights and Human Dlgmty in 
April and met several offiCIals to diSCUSS aspects of the 
human rights program. The delegates earlJertravelled to 
different parts of Pakistan to research the human rights 
situation after the military takeover. 

PALESTI N IAN 

AUTHORITY 

PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY 
President: Yasser 'Arafat 
Death penalty: retentionist 

More than 360 people, including prisoners of 
conscience, were arrested for political reasons during 
2000; most had been released by the end of the year. 
Torture and ill-treatment were widespread. At least 
300 people arrested in previous years were held 
without charge ortrial, including people suspected 
of "collaborating" with the Israeli authorities and 
suspected members of Islamist opposition groups. 
large numbers of Islamists, some of whom had been 
held without charge since 1 996. were released in 
September and October. State Security Courts 
continued to sentence political detainees after 
unfairtrials. Three people were sentenced to death. 
The Palestinian Authority (PA) failed to bring those 
responsible for human rights abuses to justice. 

Background 
Peace negotiations between Israel and the Palestine 
liberation Organization (PLO) continued until October. 
The Camp David summit, involving PreSident Yasser 
'Arafat. Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak and US 
PreSident Bill Clinton ended in July without a peace 
agreement having been achieved. Negotiations 
between Israel and the PLO broke down (allowing lhe 
outbreak in September of a new upnsing or Inri{ada. 
but resumed in December (see also Israel and the 
Occupied Territories entry). 
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The Intifada 
In September, the killing of five Palestinians in 
Jerusalem by Israeli secunty forces sparked 
demonstrations involving thousands of Palestinians In 
the Occupied Termories. DemonStrations were 
continuing on a daily basis at the end of the year. 
Stones and petrol bombs were thrown at Israeli 
soldiers during demonstrations and on a number of 
occasions armed PalestInians, includIng members of 
the PA security forces, fired on Israeli soldiers. The 
Israeli security forces responded 10 demonstrators by 
opening fire. using rubber-coated metal bullets and live 
ammunition. The Israel Defence Fore-es (IOF) also used 
attack helicopters to fire on demonstrators. Between 29 
September and the end of the year, at least ]00 
Palestinians were killed by Israeli security forces. most 
as a result of the excessive use of lethal force. 

Armed Palestinians, Including members of the 
tanzimat- a paramilitary group linked to Fatah. the 
predominant political group In the PA -carried out 
attacks on Israeli soldiers and civilians In the Occupied 
Territories. Palestinian armed groups carried out bomb 
attacks, killing Israeli soldiers and at least six civilians 
in Israel and the Occupied Territories. The IDF used 
heavy weaponry, Including tanks and anack 
helicopters. to shell randomly Palestinian areas from 
where armed Palestinians had opened fire. They also 
used heavy weaponry to conduct punitive raids against 
PA facilities, in response to killings of Israelis. 
a In October, a crowd of Palestinians tortured and 
killed two Israeli soldiers. Yosef Avrahami and Vadim 
Nourezitz. who were in the custody of the Palestinian 
police. President Yasser 'Arafat announced that an 
Inquiry would be conducted into the klll lOg5; no Inquiry 
had apparently been started by the end of the year. 
a In November, two Israeli civilians were killed In a 
bomb attack near the Kufar Oarom settlement in the 
Gaza Strip. Nine others, including five children, were 
injured, some severely. The IDF responded by 
bombarding PA security InstallatiOns and Fatah offices 
In the Gaza Strip. A Palestinian police offIcer was kil led 
and at least )o Palestinians were reportedly injured. 

Torture/ ill-treatment 
Torture and ill-treatment by various Palestinian 
security forces were widespread. One man died in 
custody in circumstances suggesting that torture or iII­
treatment may have caused or hastened his death. 
Prolonged incommunicado detention in the period 
immediately after arrest facilitated torture. The PA 
failed to Investigate complaints of torture and bring 
those responsible to Justice. 
a Khaled al-Bahhar, aged )5, died in Preventive 
Security Service (PSS) custody. InJune. An autopsy 
report indicated that he had died of asphyxiation, but 
no investigation was apparently conducted into the 
death. 
a In February, the General Intelligence and PSS 
arrested more than )o students and one employee of 
Birzeil University, follOWing a campus demonstration in 
which students threw stones and earth at visiting 
French Prime Minister lionel Jospin. In the first 2,. 
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hours following arrest, some students held by the PSS 
were reportedly beaten. hooded and forced to stand 
for periods of up to [2 hours. Five students held by the 
General Intelligence were reportedly beaten and 
insulted after their arrest. One student alleged that a 
General Intelligence officer pulled down his trousers 
and threatened to rape him. Both security forces 
denied these al legations. By March all the students had 
been released without charge. 

Arrests 
At least )60 people were arrested for poilllcal reasons. 
They included crules of the PA leadership. and 
supporters of Islamist opposition groups such as 
Hamas. lslamicjihadand Hizb al-Khalas. 
a In July the PSS arrested at least 12 Islamists. 
Including Nayef Hamadneh. Iyad Hamadneh, Hani 
Rawabjeh,'Ala Shuli, Fallah Taher Nada, 'Ala Rimawi, 
Maher 'Awdeh and Wajih Ahmad 'Arman. They were 
held incommunicado for periods of up to SIX weeks; 
some were reportedly tortured. 

Prisoners of conscience 
At least 25 prisoners of conscience were detained 
including journalists, political activists, religious 
figures, an academiC and a trade unionist. Most were 
detained for expressing or reporting criticism of PA 
poliCies. Most were released without charge after a few 
days, but some were held for longer periods. The 
Palestinian security service also ordered temporary 
closures of television and radiO stations, Including SaWI 
ai-Hub waa/-Sa/am, al-Manara. al-Mahed, a/-Waran 
and a/-Nasr. 
a Or Ahmad Shakr Oudin and Or 'Abd al-Sattar 
Oasem, detained In 1999 Without charge for signing a 
pelltion which severely cflticized the PA, were released 
in January. The police rearrested Or 'Abd al-Sattar 
Oasem in February, apparently In connection with his 
signing of the petition. On 6 July the Palestinian High 
Court of Justice ordered his release as he was being 
held without charge; despite the court order, he was 
not released until 28 July 
a 'Abd al-Fattah Ghanem, a preSidential adviser on 
refugees, was arrested in June by the Palestinian 
police. A Palestinian police officer told hiS family that 
he had been arrested on orders from the PreSIdent He 
was held in incommunicado detention for over a 
month. The PA gave no reason for his arrest, but his 
family believed that he was held because of his 
statements to newspapers criticiZing the peace 
negotiations with Israel. He was released in September 
without charge. 

Unfair trials 
State Security Courts, whose procedures were grossly 
unfair. sentenced at least 20 political prisoners to 
prison terms. 
a In August Mahmud Abu Hanud. a member of IIZ al­
Oin al-Oassam, the armed wing of Hamas, turned 
himself over to the PA, after being wounded in a gun 
battle between Israeli soldiers and III ai-Din al­
Oassam members. In September the Higher State 
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Security Court sentenced Mahmud Abu Hanud to two 
concurrent sentences of 12 years' and 10 years' 
Imprisonment after an unfair trial. for training 
military groups, equipping them with weapons and 
forming an Illegal organization. The PA reportedly 
refused to allow Mahmud Abu Hanud's lawyers to 
meet him while he was held in pre·trial detention and 
in(ormed one of his lawyers only minutes in advance 
that his trial would take place. The court refused his 
lawyer's request for an adjournment. Mahmud Abu 
Hanud was nOI entitled to appeal to a higher court 
against the sentence. 

Long·term political prisoners 
At the begmnlng of the year an eslimated 300 people 
detained for prolonged penods without charge or tnal 
continued to be held. They included secunty detainees 
suspected of�collaboratinf with Israel and political 
detainees belonging to Islamist groups opposed to the 
peace process. A further 22 detainees from Islamist and 
leftist groups continued to serve prison sentences 
imposed after unfair trials before state security and 
military courts. PaleStinian human rights organizations 
continued to bring cases on behalf of those detained 
without trial before the Palestinian High Court of 
Justice. The Court ordered the release of 18 detainees, 
but the PA failed to Implement these court orders in the 
vast majority of cases. In September and October, the 
PA released about 80 members of Hamasand IslamiC 
jlhad. However. their I�al status remained unclear; 
many reported that they had been released for 
extended �home visits�. 
e'i In April the High Court of Justice ordered the 
release of Muhammad al-Natsheh, a 42-year-old 
teacher and Hamas activist, who had been detained by 
the PSS since October 1998. However, he had not been 
released by the end of 2000. 
a The Military Intelligence continued to hold Faruq 
Abu Husan, a postal worker, without charge or trial. He 
had been arrested In 1994 and reportedly interrogated 
about writing a letter to Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat following the 1979 Camp Davld agreements. 

Death penalty 
The Higher State Security Court sentenced three people 
to death following unfair trials; no one was executed. 
o In September Muhammad Da'ud Khawajeh, aged 
19, was sentenced to death for murder following an 
unfair trial. He was tried and sentenced In a single day, 
two days after his arrest, and was not entitled to appeal 
to a higher court against the decision. 

Human rights defenders 
In May the Acting Council of the Palestinian Bar 
Association informed at least eight human rights 
lawyers that they had been removed from the Bar 
Association's register of practising lawyers. The Council 
apparently based its action on Article7 of the 
Palestinian Bar ASSociation law which prohibits lawyers 
from combining the practice of law with the holdingof 
public or private employment. whether for salary or 
reward. The Palestinian High Court Issued an interim 
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order suspending the decision later in May; legal 
proceedings had not been concluded by the end of 2000. 

AI country reports and visits 
Report 
• Palestinian AuthOrity: SIlencing dIssent (AI Index: MDE 

21/016/2000) 
Visits 
AI delegates VISIted areas under the jurisdiction of the 
Palestinian Authority in April, October and November. 

PARAG UAY 

REPUBLIC OF PARAGUAY 
Head of state and goverment: Luis Angel Gon2alez 
Macchi 
Capital: Asunci6n 
Population: 5.5 million 
Official languages: SpanIsh, Guaranf 
Death penalty: abolitionIst for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Convention 
against Racism; Optional Protocol to the UN Children'S 
Convention on the involvement of children in armed 
conflict 

Respect for human rights deteriorated amid 
continuing political instability. Scores of mil itary 
personnel were arrested following a failed coup 
attempt; several were tortured. Reports of ill· 
treatment and torture of criminal suspects, including 
juveniles, and of underage military conscripts, 
increased. As in previous years there were reports of 
excessive use of force by the security forces during 
land evictions, of illegal conscription of minors into 
the armed forces, and of unexplained deaths of 
military conscripts. 

Background 
Scores of military and police personnel were arrested 
following an attempted coup in May when tanks 
manned by soldiers of the army's First DiviSion fired 
on the Congress and briefly took over police 
headquarters In Asunci6n. The government 
Introduced a 30-day state of emergency and arrested 
more than 70 soldiers and police officers, journalists 
and opPosition politicians. Most were released 
Without charge. The majority were believed to be 
supporters of fugitive former army chief Uno Ovledo 
who was responsible for previous coup attempts and 
was wanted by the authonties in connection with the 
1999 assassInation of Vice-President LuiS Maria 
Argal"ta. 

The ruling Colorado party's monopoly control of 
government was broken for the first time in more than 
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SO years when liberal opposition candidate Julio Cesar 
Franco was elected Vice-President in August. 

Investigations into March 1999 killings 
Three men, mcluding a former army officer, were 
sentenced to up to 2S years in prison for their part in 
the assassination of Vice-President Arga"a in 1999. 
Major General Reinaldo Servm was found gU1lty of 
hiring gunmen to assassinate Vice-President Arga"a, 
al legedly under orders from former General lino 
OVledo. 

lmo OViedo was forced to leave Argentina after 
breaking his asylum conditions and was arrested in 
Brazil tnJune. He remained tn detention In Brazil at the 
end of the year pendmg a ruling on an extradition 
request from Paraguay. 

Investigations into the killings of eight young 
demonstrators outside Congress in March 1999 made 
linle progress 

In its consideration of Paraguay's third periodiC report 
in May, the UN CommlUee against Torture stated: M Acts 
of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
continued in police stations, m prisons and m the 
armed forces where soldiers fulfilling obligatory 
mil itary service are frequently subjected to 111-
treatmenr. Although some victims of torture have 
presented formal criminal complaints, only 
exceptionally have such complaints been the subject of 
criminal mvestigation by the judiciary and even more 
rarely have they resulted m those responsible being 
brought to justice. 

Several Inmates of the Panchlto l6pezjuvenile 
detention centre were tortured by prison guards. 
a Fifteen-year-old FrancIsco Carballo Figueredo and 
17-year-old Ruben Dario Alvaraz were tortured by 
prison guards in Panchlto l6pez in February Both 
youths were beaten, kicked and one was suspended by 
his wrists for several hours. The guards Implicated in 
the torture were transferred and faced disciplinary and 
criminal investigations which were continuing at the 
end of the year. 

All inmates in Panchlto l6pez continued to be 
subjected to conditions which amounted to cruel. 
inhuman and degrading treatment. Following two fires 
in February in which eight Inmates died and at least 20 
others suffered serious burns, some inmates were 
transferred to other prisons. However. the authorities 
failed to close Panchito l6pez, despite international 
recommendations and the authorities' own repeated 
promises. 
a Six police officers, detained In connection WIth the 
aborted coup attempt in May, testified that they had 
been tortured by police m the presence of the then 
Minister of Interior. JudiCial investigations opened on 
the basis of the complaints had not been concluded by 
the end of the year. 

Conscripts 
Reports of ill-treatment of army recruits continued and 
at least six recrU1ts under 18 years of age- the legal 
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minimum age for conscription into the armed forces in 
Paraguay-died of injuries sustained m unclear 
circumstances. 
a Fourteen-year-old Pedro Antonio Centurion died 
In September as a result of a gunshot wound to hiS 
head. He had been illegally recruited when he was I) for 
a year's military servIce. An Internal military 
Investigation mto hiS death revealed that hiS army 
records had been falsirled to show his age as 19. The 
records of at least 100 other underage recruits at the 
army base where he was stationed had also been 
altered 10 change the recruits' ages. Two army 
colonels - the recruiting officer and the commander of 
the base-were detained and faced prosecution. 
Despite the investigation, however, the remaining 
underage recruits were not released from military 
service. 

There was no further information on the 
whereabouts of twO underage conscripts, Marcelino 
G6mez Paredes and Crisuan Ariel Nu"ez lugo, who 
�disappeared� in 1998. 

land disputes 
As in previous years there were reports of harassment. 
mtimidation and attacks on peasant farmers in the 
context of land disputes. Although investigations were 
opened into some incidents of alleged excessive use of 
force, no one was arrested or brought to Justice. 
a Three peasant farmers died in January and more 
than 80 were detained when police violently evicted 
peasant farmers from land they were occupying in 
General Resquin, San Pedro department. 
a In May some 800 landless peasant families were 
expelled by police, reportedly using excessive force, 
from land they had occupied In Kaugueti, department 
of Caazapa. Durmg the eviction, women occupiers were 
reportedly subjected to sexual abuse by the police. 
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REPUBLIC OF PERU 
Head of state and govemment: Valentin Panlgua 
(replaced Alberto FUllmon In November) 
Capital: Lima 
Population: 25.6 million 
Official languages: Spamsh, Quechua, Aymara 
Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute 
of the Intematlonal Cnminal Court 

Hundreds of prisoners falsely charged with terrorism­
related offences remained incarcerated. Torture and 
ill-treatment remained widespread. Civilians 
continued to be tried by mil itary courts forthe 
terrorism-related offence of"treason-, Human rights 
defenders, journalists and opposition leaders 
received threats as part of what appeared to be a 
pattern of systematic intimidation against those 
critical of the authorities. 

Background 
In September revelations that President Fujimori's 
adviser on Intell igence matters, Vladimiro 
Montesinos, had bribed opposition members of 
Congress, and that the armed forces were Involved in 
selling arms to the Colombian armed oPPosition, 
forced the President to announce new elections in 
which he would not run as candidate. Elections were 
scheduled for Apnl 2001 

In November, only four months after he had been 
sworn m as presIdent for a thIrd term, President 
Alberto Fujlmon was declared �morally unflf by 
Congress after he resIgned while vlsltmgJapan amid 
allegations of corruptton. Valentm Pantgua, a 
congressman from the OPPOsition party Acci6n 
Popular, Popular Action, who had Just been sworn In as 
President of Congress, became President of the 
Republic. His transitional government will remam in 
power untIl July 2001, when the successful candidate m 
the 2001 presidential elections takes office. 

The Organization of American States (OAS) sent a 
high-level mission to the country inJune which made a 
number of recommendations, Including that the 
authontles should ensure the independence of the 
judiciary, guarantee the tndependence of the media, 
and ensure transparency m the armed forces and the 
national intelligence services. The OAS, the Peruvian 
governmenl, oPposltton parties. the Ombudsman and 
members of civli society including human nghts 
defenders established a dialogue known as the Mesa de 
Dlalogo to dISCUSS Implementation of the 
recommendatIons 

Following Valentln Panigua's election, many of the 
Mesa de Dlltlogo's recommendations began to be 
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Implemented By the end of the year, Baruch Ivcher, the 
owner of a television channel who had to flee the 
country m 1997 after exposmg human nghts vlolattons 
and corruptton m the Intelligence serviCes, had 
returned to Peru; al l  the laWSUits agamst him were 
dropped 

Impunity 
In October, In exchange for implementtng the OAS 
recommendations, the government proposed 
extending the amnesty laws and granttng an amnesty 
to all those who had committed human rights 
violations, carried out acts of corruption, or were 
involved tn drug trafficking during President 
Fujlmorl's terms tn offIce. In 1995 the Peruvian 
government had legalized impunity by passmg two 
amnesty laws which grant Immunity from prosecution 
to all those who committed human rights viola lions 
between 1980 and 1995· The government's proposal to 
extend these laws was refused by the members of the 
Mesa de Dlli/ogo 
Vladimiro Montesinos 
In September, Vladlmlfo Montesinos, preSidential 
adVIser In matters of Intelligence, fled the country amid 
allegations of corruptIon and asked for political asylum 
tn Panama Since 1991 the Nauonal lntelllgence ServIce, 
to which Vladlmlro Montesinos was closely linked, had 
been accused of human rights violations such as the 
extrajudicial execution of 16 people in Barrlos Altos, 
Lima, in November 1991; the �dlsappearance· and 
extrajudiCial execution of 10 students and one 
professor of the La Cantuta UnIversIty in July 1992; and 
the torture of Leonor La Rosa Bustamente and the 
killing of Manela Barreto, both agents of the Army 
Intelligence ServIce, 10 1997. 

The Secretary General of the OAS urged the 
Panamanian authofltles to grant Vladimiro 
MonteslOos political asylum. Nauonal and 
InternatIonal human nghts organIzatIons reminded 
the PanamaOlan authOrities that under IOternatlonal 
law those suspected of having committed crimes 
against humanIty cannot be granted asylum and that 
under the UN Convention agamst Torture the 
PanamaOlan authorities had a duty to investigate and 
bring to trial those suspected of such crimes 

In October Vladlmiro MonteSinos returned to Peru 
and went into hiding. Without having apparently Issued 
a warrant for his arrest, PreSident FUJlmori informed 
the nation that he was personally searching for him 
There was evidence that Vladimlfo MonteslOos fled the 
country again He had not been arrested by the end or 
the year 
National Intelligence Services 
In September human rights defenders expressed 
concern that Jullo Salazar Monroe, chief of the National 
Intelligence ServiCes from 1991 to 1998, had been 
appotnted Ambassador to Venezuela. They urged the 
Venezuelan authofltles to exercIse their duty to 
tnvestlgate those suspected of cnmes against humantty 
(see Venezuela entry). 

In October, a law was passed to dismantle the 
National Intelligence Services. 



Administration of justice 
In November Congress passed measures approved in 
the Mesa de Dia/ago to restore the functions previously 
taken away from the National Council of the Magistracy 
and to abolish the executive commissions of the 
judiciary and Public Ministry. which had been blatant 
interference by the executive in the administration of 
justice. The Attorney General resigned because of her 
alleged links with Vladimlro Montesinos. Three Judges 
of the Constltutional Tribunal who had been sacked in 
[997 were reinstated. 

Prisoners of conscience 
More than 200 people falsely charged with terronsm· 
related offences remained in pnson at the end of 
2000, During President Fujimori's last years In office 
very few of these prisoners were released despite the 
findings of the Ad HocCommisSlon established in 
1996. In itS final report, published in August. the 
Commission stated that it considered that 35 prisoners 
should be pardoned. Two members of the Commission 
also recommended that a further seven prisoners 
should be pardoned. However, the Minister of Justice 
had not made his recommendation by the end of the 
year. In addition the report stated that the 
Commission had passed 246 cases to the National 
Council for Human Rights and that 1 ,440 cases which 
had been rejected by the Commission should be 
reviewed by the Council. The government of Valent In 
Panigua released 31 prisoners in November and 
December 
a Mana Montenegro Montenegro. a mother of four. 
was sentenced to 15 years' impnsonment in 1994 for the 
terrorism-related crime of�treason·. She had already 
been acquitted tWice by two mil itary tnbunals. The 
charges against her were based solely on statements by 
two arrepentidos- members of the armed opposition 
who supply Information leading to the capture of other 
al leged members In return for exemption from 
prosecution, or reduction in or remission of their 
sentences. 

Unfair trials 
Antl-terronsm legislation continued to allow cIvilians 
to be tned by military courts which were neither 
independent nor impartial. At least 1.800 people had 
been tried by military courts for the terrorism-related 
offence of�treason· since 1992. Peru withdrew from the 
inter-American Court of Human Rights In 1999, claiming 
that it could not comply with the Court's ruling that four 
Chilean citizens convicted of treason by military Courts 
In 1994 had to be retned under International fair trial 
procedures. 
a Lori Berenson. a US cHizen, was sentenced to l ife 
Imprisonment in 1996 by a military court. In August 
2000, 10 an unprecedented move and (011 OWing 
international pressure. especially from the USA. the 
mil itary justice system ruled that there had been no 
evidence to convict her of the terrorism-related 
offence of "treason" and transferred her case to the 
ordinary courts. Her trial before a Civilian court was 
continuing at the end of the year. 
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Intimidation and death threats 
Journalists. human rights defenders. members of the 
Opposition and their families were intimidated and 
threatened. However, there were no signs that the 
authorities took these threats senously. It was Widely 
reported that the harassment and intimidation was 
organized from within the Natlonal lntelhgence 
Services (see above). 

Torture/ .II-treatment 
There were reports of torture and ill-treatment and 
dozens of deaths in custody as a result. Methods of 
torture reported included beatiOgs. electric shocks. 
submerglOg the prisoner's head in water and sexual 
assault. 

Prison conditions remained harsh and in many cases 
amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 
e The pnson of Challapalca was located at over 4.600 
metres above sea level In the department of Puno. 
Access to lawyers. relauves and medical attention was 
seriously hindered by the remote location. 
a Conditions at a prison located In the Callao Naval 
Base near Lima remained harsh. Leaders of the two 
armed opposition groups- Movimlento 
Revolucionano Tupac Amaru (MRTA), Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement, and Sendero Luminoso, 
Shining Path -were held In solitary confinement in 
underground cells and had no direct contact with their 
relatIves during the visItS which were only allowed 
once a month. 

UN Human Rights Committee 
In October. the Human RIghts Committee reviewed 
Peru's fourth periodic report. The Committee 
recommended that the 1995 amnesty laws be annulled 
and that the authorities refrain from adopting a new 
amnesty law in the future. The Committee also urged 
the Peruvian authorities to ensure the Independence 
and Impartiality of Judges and to create a mechanism 
guaranteed by law which would prevent the executIve 
Interfermg in the judicial system In addition the 
Committee urged the government to review all  cases of 
civilians who had been tried by military tribunals and 
deplored the fact that the mliilary justice system 
continued to be able to try cIvilians. The Committee 
expressed its concern at conditions In Lungancho 
prison in LIma and at Yanamayo and Challapalca 
prisons in Puno department. Finally the Committee 
urged the Peruvian government, among other 
things, to respect freedom of expression m all 
circumstances. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Peru: Breakmg the clrcie of impumty and restormg the 

rule of law in Peru - Tasks which must be undertaken 
Without delay dunng the tranSItion Uoint statement by 
AI and the International Commission of JUrists) 
(AI Index: AMR 46/038/2000) 

• Peru: UN Human Rights CommIttee's 
recommendations must be implemented (AI Index: 
AMR 46/037/2000) 
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• Peru: Torture continues unabated (AI Index: AMR 
46/40/2000) 

Visit 
In November, prior to President Alberta Fujimori's 
dismissal, a joint delegation from AI and the 
International Commission of Jurists visited Peru. The 
delegates met with the members of the Mesa de DiJlogo, 
the Attorney General. the Ombudsman. and staff of the 
human rights division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
The Ministerofthe Interior and the Minister of Justice did 
not agree to a meeting with the delegation. 

P H  I LI P PI N ES 

REPUBLIC OfTHE PHILIPPINES 
Head of state and government: Joseph Estrada 
Capital: Manila 
Population: 71.5 million 
Official languages: PllipI"O, English 
Death penalty: retenttonist 
2000 treaty signatures/ ratifications: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the involve­
ment of children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to 
the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the 
International Cnminal Court 

An escalation of armed conflict in central Mindanao 
led to the displacement of over 400,000 civilians 
amid reports of indiscriminate bombings and human 
rights violations by the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP). The Moro Islamic liberation Front 
(MllF) withdrew from the peace process following the 
capture of its main bases. Tensions in the region 
intensified further following a series of kidnappings 
of civilians by the Abu Sawafarmed group on the 
Sulu archipelago. After protracted negotiations. 
military assaults on Abu Sayyafpositions on Jolo 
island led to the displacement of thousands of 
civilians and reports of human rights violations. One 
person was executed before President Joseph Estrada 
announced a temporary moratorium on executions in 
March. In December President Estrada commuted 13 
death sentences after declaring his support for the 
abolition of the death penalty. There were continued 
reports of the torture and ill-treatment of criminal 
suspects, including women, to coerce confessions. 

Background 
Armed connlct In the Mlndanao region, Including the 
protracted Abu Sayyaf hostage criSiS, increased 
pressure on PreSident Estrada'S administration. 
Intermittent clashes with units of the communist armed 
oPPOsItion group the New People's Army (NPA), or with 
NPA breakaway factions Including the Alex Boncayao 
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Brigade (ABB), continued I n  various provinces 
nationwide. In December. following a local peace 
agreement with the ABB's political Wing, President 
Estrada pledged to release over 200 political prisoners 
convicted or being prosecuted for offences al legedly 
committed within the context of armed insurgency 
Political uncertainty Intensified In November as 
allegations of corruption led the House of 
Representatives to Impeach PreSident Estrada. An 
impeachment trial in the Senate was continuing at the 
end of 2000. Falls in the value of the currency 
heightened fears of an economic downturn. 

Armed conflict in Mind.nao 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
Armed conflict intenSified in central Mindanao from 
April. AFP offenslves resulted in the capture of a series 
of MllF bases, including the group's headquarters in 
July. Over 400,000 CIVilians were internally displaced 
amid reports of indiSCriminate aerial and artillery 
bombardment of civilian areas suspected of cOntaimng 
MILF forces, and of extrajudiCial executions, 
�disappearances� and torture of those thought to have 
links to the MllF. At least )00 ciVilians were reportedly 
killed in theconnlct 

In July the MILF announced its withdrawal from the 
peace process and called for ajJhad(holy war) against 
the government. Clashes between the AFP and MILF 
forces continued throughout 2000. Mobilization of 
expanded local militia units and of ChriStian ciVilian 
vigilante groups escalated tensions. MIlF forces were 
responsible for breaches of International humanitarian 
law including bombing civilian targets, del iberate and 
arbitrary killings of civilians and hostage-taking. 
Abu Sawa' 
In March, members of Abu Sayyaf, a Muslim separatist 
armed group involved 10 kidnapping for ransom, took 
hostage over 50 CIVilians, mainly schoolchildren. on 
Basilan Island. In May, more than 25 of the remalmng 
hostages were freed after military assaults during which 
six hostages were reportedly killed by Abu Sayyaf. ln 
May, Abu Sayyafunits kidnapped 21 foreign tOUrists and 
workers from a resort in Sabah (Malaysia) and held them 
hostage onJolo island. After protracted negotJatJons, 
the seizure of more hostages and the payment of 
ransoms, some of the hostages were freed. In 
September. after the kIdnap of three other Malaysians, 
the AFP launched assaults on Abu Sayyafposltions on 
Jolo, impoSing a temporary media and travel ban on the 
island. At least 80.000 civilians were reported to have 
ned their homes to escape armed clashes and 
bombardments, often apparently indISCriminate. 
Although difficult to corroborate, there were persistent 
reports of human rights violations by the mtl ltary, 
including extrajudicial executions. arbitrary arrests and 
�disappearances� of suspected Abu Sayyaf members. 
Military operations continued at the end of 2000 as at 
least two hostages remained in captivity. 

Reports of torture and Ill-treatment of detainees by 
police and AFP personnel continued. Victims included 
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both those suspected of links with commumst or 
Muslim armed oPPOsition groups and ordinarycnminal 
suspects, including women and mlnOrs_ Methods 
reported Included beatings with fists and gun butts, 
electro-shocks, partial suffocation, rape and sexual 
abuse. Safeguards such as valid warrantS of search and 
arrest, and the right of detainees to have access to 
lawyers and relatives durmg custodial investigation, 
were not Implemented effectively 

In May, nine Muslim men who had been arrested, 
reportedly without valid warrants, on suspicion of Unks 
to a senes of bombings in shopping malls In Manila 
al leged that they were kicked and beaten by police in 
an attempt to coerce confeSSions. 
� At least seven female detainees reported that they 
had been raped or sexually abused In custody_ In Apnl, 
two police officers were reportedly arrested for raping 
an 18-year-old woman detained for alleged vagrancy 

Extrajudicial executions 
Cnmlnal suspects were penodlcally killed by poltce 
while allegedly Mreslsung arres( or �attempting to 
escape� Suspected members of the N PA were reported 
to have been extrajudicially executed, some while 
wounded. In the aftermath of clashes with AFP units 

In June murder charges were filed against 
10 members of a police unit who shot dead two Muslim 
men in Mamla during an arrest operation against 
suspected MILF sympathlzers 

Death penalty 
In January Alex Bartolome. convicted of raping hiS 
daughter, became the seventh person to be executed by 
lethal injection since the PhilipPines resumed 
executions In 1999- Death sentences conllnued to be 
Imposed throughout the year, and over 1.0400 pnsoners 
were reported to be under sentence of death by the end 
of 1000. Concerns that people were sentenced to death 
after unfair tnals continued, particularly In light of 
allegations that police tortured and ill-treated cnmlnal 
suspects in order to coerce confessions or 10 Implicate 
alleged accomplices 

In March President ESlrada declared a temporary 
moratorium on executions to mark the ChriStian Jubilee 
year. In December he announced hiS intention to 
commute at least 107 death sentences confirmed by the 
Supreme Court. Thirteen commutation orders had been 
signed by the end of 1000. Noting that most of those 
sentenced to death were poor and underpnvlleged. 
President Estrada declared his support for a 
congressional review and the eventual repeal of the 
death penalty law 

AI country reports and visits 
Report 
• PhiliPPines: The Rolando Abadllla murder mqulry - an 

urgent need for effective Investigation of torture (AI 
Index: ASA 35/008/2(00) 

AI also ISSUed a senes of statements calling on all Sides of 
the Mlndanao conflict to respect International 
humanitarian and human nghts law. The organization 
condemned hostage-taking by armed opposition group'. 

POL 

Visits 
AI delegates VISited the PhiliPPines In March and June to 
research the torture and Ill-treatment In detention of 
politIcal and Criminal suspects, including women and 
children. 

POLAND 

REPUBLIC O F  POLAND 
Head of state: Aleksander Kwasnlewski 
Head of government: Jerzy Buzek 
capital: Warsaw 
Population: 38.7 million 
Official language: Polish 
Death penalty: abolitiOnist for all cnmes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Second Optional 
Protocol to the International Covenant on CIVIl and 
Political Rights, aiming at the abolluon ofthe death 
penalty; Protocol No. 6 to the European Convention on 
Human Rights concerning the abolition of the death 
penalty 

There were reports of arbitrary detention and ill· 
treatment in "sobering-iJp" centres. The authorities 
appeared to condone the ill-treatment of new 
recruits to the army. Some Roma were inadequately 
protected from racist violence. 

Arbitrary detention and ill-treatment 
There was concern that a 19�b law which allows people to 
be held for up to � hours In ·sobenng-upcentres-was 
used by police officers to detain peoplearbltranly. Under 
this law. detention IS not subjected to JudiCial review 
Manyof those detained under thiS law complained that 
they were ill-treated by officers workmg in the centres. 
but Investigations appeared to have beenconducled 
only In cases of grave inJury or death 10 custody 
a In April the European Court of Human Rights ruled 
that the detention of Wit old Utwa had been In violation 
of the European Convention for the Protection of 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms_ Wltold 
litwa had been arrested by police officers in a post 
orrice in Krak6w in May '994. following a complaint by 
postal clerks that he was drunk and behaVing 
orrenslvely. He was then taken by police oHlcers to a 
�sobering·up· centre where he was beaten by police 
officers and I l l-treated by staff 
fj In May, 18·year·old Robert M was stopped by 
police at a railway station In Warsaw and taken to the 
�sobeflng-up� centre In Kolska Street According to the 
police, he was so drunk he could not travel on hiS own 
It later came to light that he had a relatively low level of 
alcohol In hiS blood and that dunng a medical 
examination he had been conscIOus. In good phYSical 
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condition with a normal pulse and blood pressure. In 
the mornmg he was taken unconSCIOus to a hospital 
where he died following an operation in which a 
haematoma was removed from his bram The doctor 
who operated on him reponedly said: �He didn't stand a 
chance. I{ he was conscious on emenng the 'sobering­
up centre', his injuries must have happened there. � An 
investigation into Robert M. 's death was reportedly 
under way at the end of the year. 

Army recruits 
The humiliation and abuse of new recrUits was believed 
to be endemic In the army. The Polish HelSinki 
Foundation for Human Rights expressed concern that 
military commanders failed to tackle the routine ill­
treatment of younger soldiers 
a In February Polish television broadcast a 
documentary film about the 25th Air Cavalry Brigade, 
based at Tomaszow Mazowieckl, The documentary 
showed non�commisSioned officers IOrmentlng 
conscripts with verbal abuse, and humiliatmg them 
during traming. In April. (WO corporals of thiS brigade 
were reportedly convicted by a military court for 
forcing two conscripts who were caught smokmg to 
perform press-ups while wearing gas masks comammg 
10 lighted cigarettes. 
Cl /n February, seven former senior conscripts went 
on trial before the Szczecm Garrison Court for forcing 
younger colleagues to ·play sheep�, which involved 
crawling around on the noor and hitting their heads 
against the wall. Junior conscripts were also forced 10 
wear dog collars and walk on a lead, and were 
undressed and sexually assaulted. 

Roma 
InJune the Council of Europe's European Commission 
against Racism and Imolerance expressed concern 
about racially motivated violence against Roma. The 
CommiSSion noted that according to some reports, the 
police response to such acts was slow and 
investigations inadequate. The Commission also 
expressed concern about allegations of police violence 
and called on the authontles 10 Investigate all alleged 
malpractice and 10 pUOlsh offenders, 
a In August, in Tarn6w, two masked men broke mto 
the home of Agata Ciureja, a 32-year-old Romani 
mother of SIX, and attacked her with an axe, causing 
inJunes which required hospitalization. Agata Ciureja 
told a local Romani orgamzatlon that she believed that 
the attackers were members of a group of about 20 
skmheads who had broken mto her apartment about 
three weeks previously, in an attempt to scare her out 
of the neighbourhood, At the time the police detained 
two suspects who were subsequently released. 
FollOWing the second attack Agata Ciureja went into 
hiding 
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PORTUGAL 

PORTUGUESE REPUBLIC 
Head of state: Jorge Fernando Branco de Sampaio 
Head of government: Ant6nlo Manuel de Ohvelra 
Guterres 
Capital: LISbon 
Population: 9.8 million 
Official language: Portuguese 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the Involve­
ment of children In armed conflict; Optional Protocol to 
the UN Women's Convention 

Several deaths in, or immediately following, police 
custody were reported, The arrest of two police 
officers in connection with a homicide charge 
prompted angry street protests by police, and a 
prosecuting magistrate claimed to have been 
severely intimidated by some officers. Allegations of 
police i ll-treatment and of cruel, inhuman and 
degrading conditions in prisons persisted. Judicial 
inquiries continued into previous allegations of 
police ill-treatment 

Background 
In a year marked by serious allegations of police 
brutality, the UN Committee against Torture urged 
Portugal to shift "police culture� further towards 
respect for human rights. A range of legal and 
regulatory initiatives were undertaken, They included 
the establishment m May of a workmg group. 
coordmated by an Inspector of the Intenor Ministry's 
police oversight body, the General Inspectorate of 
Internal Administration (IGAI), to draw up an ethical 
code for the Public Security Police (PSP) and National 
Republican Guard (GNR). Practical measures to combat 
police violence Included plans to install Video cameras 
in all police stations and to close detention cells m 
police stations, concentrating them in the diVISional 
buildings of the PSP. where detainees could be placed 
under the surveillance of officers of higher rank. The 
Justice Ministry confirmed that a new pnson 
Inspectorate was being created. This would, among 
other things, receive and examine complamts from 
prisoners. Its work was complemented by magistrates 
who carried out monthly Visits to pnsons and who were 
able to receive complaints. 

t · .  
At least three judiCial investigations were opened into 
deaths in or after police custody. In January, two men 
died in separate incidents, on the same night and in the 
same City, allegedly after being severely beaten by PS? 
officers. In all three deaths the cause was attributed to 
a ruptured spleen. 
a A./varo Rosa Cardoso, a Rom, was allegedly beaten 
severely with truncheons and pistol-whipped by pollce 
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who had been called to a street disturbance In the 
Aldoar area of Oporto. After being held in custody at 
Pinheiro Manso police station. he was taken to the 
HospItal de Santo Ant6nio, where he died. Varymg 
versions were gIven of the death, Alvaro Cardoso was 
said to have been injured in a street fight before the 
arrival of the police. He was also said to have injured 
himself in a fall at the stallon and 10 have died of one or 
two heart attacks. After the Commander of the PSP of 
Oporto endorsed the police versIon that death was 
caused by a heart attack, the cause of death was found, 
on the contrary, to have been a ruptured spleen. 
Criminal and disciplinary procedures were opened and 
the Commander replaced. According to the Interior 
MInistry there was evidence of �vlolence innicted by 
one or more PSP offlcers�. Two officers were 
provIsionally detaIned and examined m connection 
with a homIcide charge. 

In April PSP officers reportedly made death threats 
against a prosecuting magistrate after ajudge's 
decIsion not to release the two offIcers. Because no 
formal complaint was lodged by the magIstrate. no 
judicial investigation was undertaken. The threats took 
place against a background of angry street protests by 
police throughout Portugal, some of whom surrendered 
their weapons and wept openly. 

In October. almost six months after the detentions, 
the Oporto criminal court (TIC) ordered the closure of 
the case on grounds of lack of eVIdence. A relative of 
Alvaro Cardoso, 17-year-old Franquelim Romao, who 
had been arrested with him, and had reportedly 
testified to the beating, remained the sole defendant m 
the proceeding, accused of assaultmg PSP officers. The 
prosecutor appealed against the court decision, which 
was reportedly based largely on the testimony of nine 
witnesses, many of whom were police oHicers who had 
origlOally been suspects, and on a particular 
interpretatIon of the opmion of a forensic specialist 
that the spleen was not a ·vltal" organ. 
Cl On the same night in January PauloSilva died of 
internal injuries after complaining to his mother that he 
had been badly beaten by PSP oHicers in the Cerco area 
shortly before. He was taken to the Hospital de sao Joao 
with a ruptured spleen. Nine orficers remained under 
investigation in connection with the death. A separate 
internal inquiry was being conducted into an apparent 
attempt by the officer in command of the police unit 
involved to falsIfy paperwork. 
a Judicial and IGAl lnqulries were also being carned 
out into the death of Ant6nio Mendes dos Santos, who 
died about 10 days after being held at a police station at 
COimbra in June. He too was reported to have died from 
injuries to the spleen. 

Police ill-treatment 
New allegations of police i ll-treatment were reported 
and various judIcial investigations continued Into 
previously reported cases of police brutality. 
a judicial and disciplinary inquiries were opened 
into the alleged i ll-treatment of Mario Joao Augusto 
Rocha, a young black man who claimed that in February 
he was assaulted by PSP offIcers who intercepted him 
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while he was walkmg to his girlfriend's home at Arroja. 
Odivelas. AccordlOg to MarlO Rocha he was punched 
and slapped by plamclothes officers both before and 
after belOg laken to the police station at Odivelas, 
where he was also racially abused. He was asked only 
later for his Identity papers. He was subsequently 
treated at the Hospital de Santa Maria. He lodged a 
complaint with the PSP of San to Ant6nlo dos 
Cavalelros, loures. 
Cl In December Mozambican national Candldo 
Ventura Coelho, who suffers from a mental disability, 
and his 17-year-old brother. Jose Carlos Coelho, were 
taken to the PSP station 10 Damala, near lisbon, to be 
Identified and queslIoned. Candido Coelho. who had 
become a little muddled dUring questioning, was 
reportedly taken Into a bathroom by an officer who 
pushed his head against a wall and punched him 
repeatedly in the face and head untIl a second officer 
intervened Candido Coelho was subsequently treated 
10 hospital, His complaInt was being investigated by the 
Judicial PolIce at the end of the year 

Prisons 
I l l-treatment by prison guards- mainly beatmgs­
mhuman and d�radlOg condItions, and cases of 
medical neglect continued to be reported. Many such 
reports were received about Unh6 prison, SlOtra. 
Prisoners sufferlOg from Illnesses, often with HIV/AIDS, 
alleged inadequate access to medical treatment, 
medical neglect and dIsregard of their dietary needs. 
The Justice MInistry Informed AI that the rate of 
overcrowdIng was diminishing and that out of a total of 
1.164 inquiries Into complamts dUring 1998-99. only 117 
related to all�ed acts of violence by prison staff. 
Twenty-three prison officers (out of a total of 
approximately 4,000) were punished WIth dismissal or 
compulsorily retired. These pUnishments dId not all 
relate to assaults on prisoners. 

The UN Committee againstTorture 
In May the UN Commmee agalOSt Torture examined 
Portugal's third periodic report on its compliance with 
the provIsions of the Convention against Torture. The 
Committee expressed concern about continuing reports 
of deaths in custody and police ill-treatment and 
persIsting reports of inter-prisoner Violence. The 
CommIttee urged Portugal (0 ensure in particular that the 
Criminal investigation and prosecution of public officials, 
such as police officers, were undertaken as a • matter of 
course�, where the eVidence revealed the commission of 
torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. AI submitted a report to the Committee. It 
summarized AI's maIn concerns about death and 111-
treatment 10 polIce custody and in prisons and about 
cases of effectIve Impunity and excessive use of force by 
law enforcement officers between 1997 and the begmnlng 
of zooo. Al acknowledged the poSitive contribution made 
by IGAI to the momtoringand supervision of the activitIes 
of the psp and GNR. Nevertheless. IGAI could not conduct 
its own disciplinary Investigations. or Impose ItS own 
penalties, and questions remained over the thoroughness 
of some of the inqUIries carried out. 
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AI country report 
• Portugal: Small problems ... ? A summary of concerns 

(AI Index: EUR 38/001 12000) 

QATAR 

STATE OF QATAR 
Head of,tate: al-Sha,kh Hamad Ibn Khalifa AI-Than, 
Head of government: al-Sha,kh Abdullah Ibn Khalifa 
AI-Tham 
Capital: Doha 
Population: 0.6 million 
Official language: ArabIC 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Convention 
against Torture 

The trial of more than lOO people charged with 
involvement in the failed coup attempt of 1996 was 
concluded. At least 33 defendants received lengthy 
prison sentences. One political detainee, 'Abd ai­
Rahman bin 'Amir al-Na'imi, remained held without 
charge or trial for a third consecutive year. At least 
three people were executed in the first executions 
recorded by AI in more than 10 years. 

International human rights treaties 
In January Oatar acceded to the UN ConventIon against 
Torture. This was the third major international human 
nghts instrument to which Oatar has become a party. 
The others are the UN Children's Convention and the 
UN Convention agamst Racism 

Coup trial 
At least 33 people were sentenced to life imprisonment 
for their involvement in the failed coup attempt of 
1996. Of the 33 convicted, nine had been tried in 
absentia. A total of 8sother defendants were acquitted. 
In previous years AI expressed concern that many of 
the defendants in this trial were allegedly tortured to 
force them to confess. To AI's knowledge. there was no 
Investigation into these allegations. AI had no details of 
the eVidence on which the defendants were convicted. 
Both the defence and the prosecution launched appeals 
against the sentences, 
Cl Fahd 'Abdullah JaSlm AI-Malki. one of the 
defendants sentenced to life Imprisonment, had been 
forcibly returned to Oatar from Yemen in August 1998 
He was allegedly beaten while under mterrogatlon 

Detention without trial 
'Abd al-Rahman bin 'Amlr al-Na'iml continued to be held 
without charge or trial and without the opportunity to 
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challenge the legality of his detention in a court of law. 
He was arrested In June 1998, after he sent a peution to 
the members of the Consultative Council (MaJlisal­
Shura), in which he CritiCized aspects of government 
policy. Thegovemment has failed 10 respond to AI's 
repeated requests for clarification of his legal status. 

AI continued to receive reports of torture and 111-
treatment. 
a Mazen al-Khatib, a United Kmgdom national. was 
allegedly tortured while awaiting tnal after his arrest in 
December 1999. Mazen al-Khatlb was alleged to have 
been forced to lie for seven hours on his back, With his 
hands handcuffed behind his back. and beaten around 
the neck and head with a stick. The government failed 
to respond to AI's request that these allegations be fully 
Investigated, 

Executions 
Two men, Oader Aktar Hassan and Ams Oassem 
Dahnassi, and a woman. Fatima Yussef ai-Din Sayed, all 
Indian nationals, were executed on 14June in Doha 
prison. According to AI's records. these were the first 
executions In the country for more than 10 years. 
The last execution recorded by AI took place in 
October '988. 

ROMANIA 

ROMANIA 
Head of state: ton Iliescu (replaced Emil Constantlnescu 
in December) 
Head of government: Arian Nastase (replaced Mugur 
Isarescu in December) 
Capital: Bucharest 
Population: 22.5 m,llIon 
Official language: Romanian 
Oeath penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the involve­
ment of children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to 
the UN Women's Convention 

There were numerous reports of torture and ill­
treatment by law enforcement officials, The 
intimidation and harassment of victims and 
witnesses impeded prompt and impartial 
investigations. Reforms to improve procedures on the 
useofforce and firearms by police and to establish 
an independent complaints investigation mechanism 
had not been initiated by the end of 2000. Reforms 
to the Penal Code, the Penal Procedure Code, the Law 
on the Execution of Penal Sentences and legislation 
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governing the police, proposed by the authorities in 
September 1999, were also not adopted by 
parliament. Conscientious objectors to military 
service were threatened with imprisonment 

Background 
In November and December, the voters returned to 
power Ion l Iiescu and the Partidul Democra(lel Soclale 
din Romania (PDSR). Social Democratic Party of 
Romania. who had been defeated in elections four 
years earlier. The ruling coalition had failed to deliver 
promised reforms and to end widespread corruption, 
and had presided over Instability and a further 
deterioration in living conditions, with close to 40 per 
cent of the population below the official poverty line. 

During the presidential and parliamentary elections 
the extremist Partidul Romania Mare(PRM), Greater 
Romania Party. gained slgmficant support. especially 
among younger voters. The PRM leader. Corneliu Vadim 
Tudor. had previously made xenophobic and anti­
Semitic remarks and had incited intolerance againSt the 
ethnic Hungarian and Roma communities. leaders of 
the PDSR claimed that they would not seek to form a 
coalition with the PRM. a party whose support they had 
enjoyed 10 the previous 10 years. and with whom they 
shared government between 1991 and 1996. 

Torture/ ill-treatment 
I l l-treatment and torture by law enforcement officers 
continued to be widespread. Many incidents occurred 
during police Investigations into criminal complaints. 
when force was allegedly used to extract "confessions" 
from suspects. Police often charged their victims with a 
misdemeanour such as "insulting a police officer" or 
"disturbing the peace" In a few incidents the police ill­
treated peaceful demonstrators or those who engaged 
in legilimate political activity, 

A number of victims of ill-treatment who filed 
complaints or whose cases were widely publicized were 
subsequently intimidated and harassed. As a result. 
some withdrew their complalOts. As in the past, the 
authorities did not acknowledge that harassment took 
place. failed to provide adequate protectiOn to the 
complainants and failed to Investigate the InCidents. 
a In July Marian lonel Pavel was summoned to the 
police station in Ciochina to answer questions about 
the theft of a horse. When he refused to confess he was 
reportedly punched, beaten with truncheons and 
kicked by three police officers. He was subsequently 
released Without charge. 
a In January Silviu Rosioru and a fflend were 
drinking at a baron the BuUiu-Ploiesti road. SlIvIU 
Rosioru reportedly made a nippant remark about 
officers of the BuzAu emergency intervention police 
sub-unit, who were sitting at a nearby table, On hearing 
it, they allegedly threw him to the noor. handcuffed 
him. kicked him and beat him with their batons. When 
he and his friend tried to escape. the police officers 
dragged SlIvlu Rosloru out of the taxi-cab and placed 
him In their van where they beat him on the way to the 
police station. He was later fined for allegedly Insulting 
the bar staff and refusing to provide identification. HIS 
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signature on a confession was allegedly forged. As a 
result of the beating, Sllviu Rosioru suffered multiple 
bruises on hiS chest. abdomen. thigh and buttock. 
a In November the PDSR mayor ofTargusor. 
Constanta county. apprehended three university 
students who were putllng up election posters for 
Convenrla DemocratA dm Romania-zooo(CDR-1OOO). 
Democratic Convention of Romania-lOCO. They were 
taken to the mayor's office where one of them was 
allegedly beaten. After they left the town, they were 
stopped by a local police officer, who reportedly 
assaulted them and tried to run them down with his 
vehicle. 

Investigations 
Although the authonties reportedly inillated 
Investigations into complaints of torture or iII­
treatment, 10 most instances investigations were not 
conducted promptly and impartially. Complaints were 
often dismissed on technicalities. 
a In September, Information was received from the 
Ministry of Justice concerning the lOvestigatlon into the 
199B police raid In the village of Merisani when six 
people had been ill-treated. None of the police officers 
was charged, on the grounds that the victims -did not 
lodge complaints ... accompanied by medical papers or 
other evidence�. The Ministry did not comment on the 
fact that Investigations Into torture and ill-treatment 
are legally mandatory and not dependent on the 
victim's consent or ability to provide eVidence. In this 
case the victims could not obtain a forensic medical 
certificate because the police had kept their Identity 
cards for I1 days. The Ministry of Justice explained the 
legal procedures for retamlng identity cards. but 
omitted to state whether these rules had been 
respected in this case. 
a Another report from the same ministry. concerning 
the all� ill-treatment ofDumitru Auras Marcu and hiS 
wife in 1998. contained copies of 16 witness statements, 
including some by people who had denied any 
knowledge of the incident when approached after the 
event by an AI delegate. The statements contained 
contradictory views on the manner in which the victim 
had been restrained by police officers, casting doubts on 
the veracity of the officers' version of events. The 
authorities did not make public a full report of the 
investigation which would have explained how the acting 
prosecutor assessed the eVidence when decidIng not to 
cha�e the suspected officers with any Criminal offence. 

Failure to reform the police force 
The relative impunity enjoyed by police officers who 
committed human rights violations was in part 
perpetuated by the government's failure to reform the 
Ministry of the Interior. The Law on the Status of Police 
Officers, which would have demilitarized the Ministry 
of the Interior, and amendments to the Law on the 
Police Force were not adopted by the end of 1000. 
a In Apnl, Adnan Pitu, a former major in the police 
force, was tried In absentia by the Bucharest Military 
Tribunal on charges of tampering with or destroying 
documents. He was sentenced to two years' 
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imprisonment. He was apparently cha�ed to vlolauon 
arhls nght to freedom of expression following 
complaints by colleagues whom he had publicly 
criticized. The sentence was quashed on appeal In 
November. a month afler hiS case was featured I n  a BBC 
radio program. Adnan PiluJomed the police In 1990, 
followIng the democratic changes In the country. but 
soon became disillusioned wnh the lack of reforms 
within the police and the growing corruption among hiS 
colleagues. In 1997 he pUblicly urged the newly elected 
authorities to Investigate police abuses, mcluding cases 
of torture and ilI·treatment, and alleged that police 
gave protection to people with links to organized crime. 
Shortly after he met the then Mmister of the Interior, 
Gavril OeJeu, Adnan Pitu and hiS Wife started recelvmg 
threats. He was also harassed by colleagues and 
superiors, some of whom initiated Criminal proceedings 
agamst him on fabricated eVidence. He resIgned and 
left the country in July 1998 

Use offirearms by police 
Domestic leglslauon contmued to allow offIcers to 
shoot -to apprehend a suspect who is caught in the act 
and attempts to escape without obeymg an order to 
stay at the scene of the crime·, in breach of 
International human rights standards. In September, 
the Mmistry of the Interior issued new instructions on 
the use of force and fIrearms which restricted the above 
prOVision to cases of ·crime, considered as seriOUS", It 
remained unclear who would assess whether a crime 
was seriOUS and on what basis 
ei In May In Bucharest, a 2o�year·old Romani man, 
Mugurel Soare, and hIS brother were chasing their former 
brother·ln·law when they were stopped by three 
plamclothes police omcers, Mugurel Scare was shot in 
the head, asa result of which he was paralysed and 
unable to speak. The officers later stated that Mugurel 
Soare had been armed with a knife and had stabbed a 
police officer In the abdomen, and that the omcer shot 
him In self·defence. The officer reported hiS wound, a 
scratch. two hours later, but It requIred no treatment 
Two WitnesSes reported seeing a man in civilian dress 
beating Mugurel Soare, hitting his head against a wall and 
sucking the barrel of a pistol against the back of his head, 
The WitnesSes were later taken to Bucharest loth 
precinct police station, where they were held overnight 
and questioned by an investigator and police officers in 
an Intlmidatmg way. One witness was allegedly warned 
that he risked being accused of "incitement to scandar If 
he maintained his version of the shooting inCident. 

Conscientious objectors 
Twenty·nine conscientiOUS objectors to military 
service refused to carry out alternative service because 
they had reservations about its length and nature, and 
on the grounds that the law exempts from military 
service ordained ministers of recognized churches. All 
were mmisters of the Jehovah's Witnesses. They were 
tried Individually by military tribunals of first instance 
which acquitted all but three of the defendants, finding 
that the failure 10 carry out alternatIve service was not 
prOSCribed by any law In force. 
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Ruling on appeal, the Bucharest Mihtary Tribunal 
convicted all 29 objectors and sentenced them to 
different terms of Imprisonment. In July the Military 
Court of Appeal reviewed the cases of I] of them and 
sentenced each to 1B months' imprisonment, 
suspended for a period of three years, SIX months. The 
presldmgJudge published a separate opInion in which 
he concurred WIth the first mstance courts which had 
acqUitted the conSCientiOUS objectors of the charges, In 
December. the same court acquitted three 
conscientiOUS objectors, but conVicted anOlher and 
sentenced him to a suspended sentence of 18 months' 
imprisonment. The grounds for these apparent 
inconsistenCies were not made clear. 

Smce the adopuon m 1996 of the legislation 
providmg for an alternauve service, AI has urged the 
authonties to amend certain legal prOVisions which are 
al variance with internationally recognized prinCiples. 
These prOVISions concern the grounds for applying for 
alternauve service, its punitive length and restrictions 
on when applications for alternative service may be 
submitted. 

R USSIAN 

FEDERATION 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
Head of state: Vladlmir Putln 
Head of government: Mikhail Kasyanov 
Capital: Moscow 
PopUlation: 146.9 million 
Official language: Russian 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court 

Serious and widespread human rights violations took 
place in 2000, including grave crimes against 
civilians on a massive scale during the renewed 
armed conflict in the Chechen Republic (Chechnya). 
Russian federal forces were responsible for gross 
human rights violations against the civilian 
population ofChechnya. Thousands of civilians were 
killed in indiscriminate attacks and there were 
widespread reports of torture, incommunicado 
detention and summary executions. Few, if any, 
investigations into these crimes took place and none 
of those responsible were known to have been 
prosecuted in 2000. Throughout the Russian 
Federation, torture and il l-treatment in police 
custody, in prisons and in the armed forces 
continued. Prison conditions were cruel, inhuman 
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and degrading. Former prisoners of conscience faced 
trials. Refugees, asylum-seekers and internally 
displaced people were not given adequate 
protection. Conscientious objectors to mil itary 
service continued to face imprisonment. 

Background 
loaD saw continuing political and economic instability 
and a general disregard for the rule of law. Government 
pressure to limit Civil liberties Increased agamst the 
background of the ongoing war In Chechnya. 

ACllng President Vladlmir PUlln won a deciSive 
victory in the March presidential elections. President 
Putin divided the 89 regions of the Russian Federation 
into seven administrative regions and appointed 
representatives - some of them allegedly close friends 
and supporters from his time as a KGB offlcer­
responsible only to the PreSident. He also pushed 
through special legislauon stripping regional leaders of 
their seats in the Federation Council. 

The Russian authOrities repeatedly made 
inflammatory statements designed to divert publiC 
critiCism of the government by heightening anti­
Chechen sentiment in the country. For example. the 
authorities repeatedly blamed Chechen -terrorists� for 
bomb attacks, such as the bombing m Moscow m 
August, before investigations had produced any 
eVidence as to who was responsible. 

The Chechen conflict 
The RUSSian authorities claimed that the situation in 
Chechnya had normalized following the scaling down of 
military activities in the first quarter of 2000. However. 
the human rights Crisis in Chechnya continued. There 
were frequent reports that RUSSian forces 
indiscriminately bombed and shelled Civilian areas. 
Chechen civilians, including medical personnel, 
continued to be the target of mil itary attacks by RUSSian 
forces. Hundreds of Chechen Civilians and prisoners of 
war were extrajudicially executed. Journalists and 
independent monitors continued to be refused access 
to Chechnya. According to reports, Chechen fighters 
frequently threatened, and in some cases killed, 
members of the Russian-appointed civilian 
administration and executed Russian captured soldiers 
a At least 60 civilians were summarily executed In 
the Noviye Aldy suburb of the Chechen capital, Grozny. 
by Russian forces duringa -cleanSing operation� on 5 
February 
a In March Russian forces launched an attack on a 
group of up to 60 Civilians, mostly women and children, 
in the village ofSamashkl. The villagers had been 
promised a �safe corrido( for one day to allow them to 
collect food. Despite these assurances, the group came 
under artillery attack and at least three women were 
ktlled and five were wounded. 
Cl Andrey Babitsky, a RUSSian war correspondent 
working for Radio Uberty. went missing In Chechnya 
while trying to leave the capital Grozny. It later 
emerged that he had been arrested by the RUSSian 
military authorities and was being held 
incommunicado. On 1 February the RUSSian authorities 
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announced that Andrey Babitsky had been handed 
over to Chechen fighters. reportedly In exchange for 
RUSSian soldiers held by Chechen forces. On 25 
February Andrey Babitsky was found In detention In 
the Dagestan capital, Makhachkala. from where he was 
released and flown 10 Moscow follOWing the 
Intervention ofVladimlr Putln 

Andrey Babitsky stated that he had been detamed in 
the Chernokozovo -nitration camp· where he had been 
beaten with truncheons by RUSSian guards and heard 
Ihe screams of other detainees, Including a woman, 
bemg tortured. He also said that the RUSSian authonlles 
had handed him over to unidentified Chechens. whom 
he believed to be collaboratmg with the RUSSian 
authorities, against his will. 

Russian forces continued to detain people in Chechnya 
at checkpoints and in the territories under their 
control. Most people were detained dUring so-called 
"cleanSing operations" In newly occupied towns or 
dUring identity checks on clvlhan convoys travelling 
from Chechnya tonelghbounng Ingushetia. People 
apprehended by Russian forces were sent to secret 
�fillration camps� where they were held without access 
to their relatives, lawyers or the outSide world. 
Survivors of -filtration camps· stated that torture was 
routine and systematic. There were numerous reports 
of detainees belnS: raped. beaten with hammers and 
clubs, given electriC shocks or tear gassed. There were 
also reports that some detainees had their teeth filed 
down or were beaten around both ears simultaneously 
to burst the ear·drums. Senior RUSSian offiCials 
continued to deny the existence of "filtration camps� 
and to claim that no detainees in Chechnya were 
tortured. 
B Witnesses stated that a 14-year-old girl, Originally 
from Urus-Martan, died in detention in Chernokozovo 
at the beginning of the year, allegedly as a result of 
torture; she had been repeatedly raped by Russian 
guards. She had reportedly been detained at a 
checkpoint while travelling on a bus. According to the 
witnesses. the girl was among 60 women held together 
in cell number 25 in Chernokozovo. who were subjected 
to beatings by the guards. 
a Musa (not hiS real name). a former detainee In 
Chernokozovo, stated that a 16-year-old boy called 
Albert. originally from the village of Davydenko, was 
brought to his cell after being gang· raped and severely 
beaten by prison guards. One of his ears had been cut 
off. Musa believed that up to 10 men were raped In the 
camp during his 21·day detention. His other cellmales 
included a man whose hands had been severely burned 
by prison guards with cigarette lighters and a 17-year­
old youth whose teeth had been filed with a metal file 
and whose lips were shredded. leaVing him unable to 
eat. drink or speak. 
Internally displaced people 
An estimated 300.000 civilians remained displaced by 
the conflict. both inSide Chechnya and in neighbounng 
republics. About half were in Ingushetla living In very 
poor conditions; many lacked adequate shelter and 
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samtatlon. Arbitrary official restrictions prevented 
most from travelling to other territories of the Russian 
Federation, placmga major stram on Ingusheua's own 
population. 
Persecution of Chechens 
Chechens and other people from the Caucasus 
continued to be arbltranly detamed, Ill-treated and 
tortured in Moscow and other pans of the Russian 
Federauon, In Moscow, Mayor Yury Luzhkov used 
unconstitutional measures, Including the so-called 
proplska (residence permit) system, to expel 
thousands of Chechens and to deny registration to 
Internally displaced Chechens who had fled the 
conflict zone. Reports continued to be received that in 
some cases police fabricated criminal charges against 
Chechens and planted drugs or weapons on them. In 
Moscow alone, more than 50 Chechens were 
sentenced to prison terms despite compelling 
eVidence that the charges against them had been 
fabricated 
Abuses by Chechen fighters 
Dozens of CIVIlian hostages were reportedly held by 
armed Chechen groups. Two former hostages said 
they witnessed the killing In February of Vladlmlr 
Yalslna, a RUSSian news agency photojournallst who 
had been kidnapped In Ingusheua by a Chechen group 
inJuly 1999. 
The international community 
The RUSSian authorities refused to allow the UN High 
CommiSSioner on Human Rights to visit a number of 
secret �filtration camps� made public by AI. The reasons 
given were bad weather and security problems. 

In April, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe voted to suspend the RUSSian delegation's 
voting rights and called on its Committee of Ministers to 
immediately invoke a procedure for the suspension of 
RUSSia's membership. 

AI urged the UN Commission on Human Rights to call 
for an international investigation. However, the 
Commission called for the establishment of a nallonal, 
broad-based, independent commission, In accordance 
with recognized International standards; none of the 
bociles established by the Russian authorities measured 
up to these standards. 

Former prisoners of conscience 
a In November the Supreme Court ordered that the 
case of Grigory Pasko, a journallsl and naval captain 
arrested In 1997 after exposing the RUSSian navy's 
Illegal dumping of nuclear waste, be reconsidered 
a In April the Supreme Court upheld the acquiual in 
December 1999 of human rights defender Aleksandr 
Nikitin. He had been charged with espionage and 
revealing state secrets for his Writings on the flsks of 
radioactive pollution from RUSSia's Northern Fleet. An 
appeal against the acqUittal by the Prosecutor General 
was dismissed in September 

Conscientious objectors 
There was no civilian alternative to military service 
and conSCientious objectors continued to face 
impflsonment. Young men who claimed conscientious 
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objection to military service based on their religiOUS 
beliefs and membership of banned orgamzations, 
such as the Jehovah's Witnesses, were often not 
conSidered to be legitimate conSCientious objectors 
by the courts. In some cases judges who ruled in 
favour of the conSCientious objectors risked 
government pressure and retaliation by the 
authofllles 
a Prominent reformist Judge Sergey Pashin was 
stripped of his post in the Moscow City Court In October 
because of a scholarly paper in which he questioned the 
legality of Dmitry Neverovsky's conviction for draft 
evasion. Dmltry Neverovsky -a student from Kaluga 
Region and a conSCientious objector who refused to 
serve in the army during the war in Chechnya because 
of hiS paCifist behefs- had been sentenced to two 
years' Imprisonment In November 1999. He claimed 
that while in pre-trlal detention he was systematically 
Ill-treated by the guards. In April 1000 he was released 
from prison after hiS conviction was overturned on 
appeal 

Torture and il l-treatment of detainees In police 
custody. dUflng pre-tnal detention and in the armed 
forces continued to be reported 
a Feodor Avdeev, a 68-year-old rellred navy aviation 
major. was reportedly beaten to death on 18 November 
1999 in the local market by a police officer in Podolsk. 
He was apparently selling chocolates at the market 
Without a licence to trade. After Feodor Avdeev faded 
to produce a passport dUring an identity check, a police 
ofricer reportedly beat him repeatedly even after he 
had fallen to the ground. A criminal case against the 
officer on charges of�abuse of power� opened by the 
Office of the Procurator was closed In March, 
apparently for lack of eVidence. 
a New developments were reported In the case of 
Sergey Mikhailov who was sentenced to death In Apfll 
1995 by the Arkhangelsk Regional Court for the rape and 
murder of a girl. Sergey Mikhallov claimed that he was 
subjected to torture and ill-treatment In order to force 
him to confess to the cnme, and maintained hiS 
Innocence. In April 1000 the Supreme Coun of the 
RUSSian Federation cancelled the previous court 
deciSion to sentence Sergey Mikhailov to death and 
returned the case for further investigation to the Office 
of the ProcuratorofVolgograd Region. 
a Masked law enforcement officers reportedly 111_ 
treated staff and visitors during a raid on the Moscow 
offices of the human rights organization, Glasnost 
Foundation, in August. Officers reportedly ordered 
everyone present, including a lo-year-old girl. to he 
face down on the floor at gunpoint. Officers allegedly 
kicked several of those present, including Sergey 
Grigoryants who was kicked in the head and back for 
not lying down quickly enough. The activists were kepI 
lying on the floor for about 30 minutes. 
Armed forces 
Widespread torture and ill-treatment in the armed 
forces resulted in a number of deaths of soldiers and 
officers. 
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a In August, fourdLscharged soldiers who served 
during the war in Chechnya - VladLmir Murashkin, Igor 
Koshelev, Larisa Khmova and Victor Khmyrov­
reported the systematic use of torture and iII·treatment 
In the 72nd regiment of 42nd army division stationed 
around Stanusa KalLnovskaya. They alleged that 
conscripts were systematLcally beaten by fellow 
offLcers and senior soldiers from the Intelligence unit; 
that soldiers were kept for days In special zoo·llke 
cages in front of the barracks; and that injured soldiers 
were shot at using automatic rifles. The four soldiers 
reported that pnvate Vladimir Demakov was forced to 
spend IS days In a cage and beaten with belts and a 
crowbar after writing a complaint to the umt 
commander about the ilHreatment of fellow soldLers 

Conditions of detention 
Conditions in penitentiaries and pre·trial detention 
centres, which held up toa million people, did not 
improve and amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment. Hundreds of thousands of people awaiting 
trial continued to be held m grossly overcrowded 
conditions. Thousands had to sleep In shifts. often 
without bedding, Many cells were filthy and pest· 
ridden, with inadequate light and ventilation. Food and 
medical treatment were often Inadequate. Tuberculosis 
and skin diseases were widespread, It was reported 
that on average more than 10,000 Inmates died each 
year and more than 100,000 suffered from tuberculoSiS. 

In May a new law designed to grant amnesty to 
detainees and prisoners sentenced for minor cnmes 
was adopted by the State Duma (parllament) lower 
house to mark the 55th anniversary of the end of the 
Second World War in Europe. It was not clear how 
many people were freed under the amnesty, although 
the authorities reported in November that more than 
L68.000 people were released. 

Politically motivated killings 
e:'i Despite the conviction in November 1999 of three 
men in the Republic of Kalmykia in connection With the 
murder In June 1998 of Lansa Yudlna. human rights 
groups in Kalmykia continued to maintain that the 
journalist was killed on the orders of Kalmykian 
President Kirsan lIyumzhinov. According to Russian 
press reports, criminal Investigators had Indicated that 
PreSident Ilyumzhinov's brother had ordered the 
killing. 
a In January police in St Petersburg detained Lansa 
Plaskova In connection with the murder on 20 
November [998 of prominent member of parliament 
Galina Starovoitova; she was released In February. 

The death penalty 
No steps were taken to abolish the death penalty In law. 

There were several calls dunng the year by senior 
offiCials for the lifting of the de facto moratorIUm on the 
death penalty. In September some 60 deputies of the 
State Dumaappealed to PreSident Putin to lift the de 
fBClOmoratorium on the grounds of nSlngcrime 
throughout Russia. the series of apartment bombings in 
1999, and a number of contract killings. 
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Refoulement 
legal provisions for asylum·seekers remained 
inadequate. Many people were at risk of refoulemenr 
(forCible return) to countries where they could face 
grave human fights Viola lions. 
a In December 1999 the RUSSian authorities forcibly 
returned seven North Koreans. recognized as refugees 
by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 10 the 
People's Republic of China, apparently Without giving 
them access to asylum procedures. At the beginning of 
2000 the Chmese authorities forcibly returned the 
seven refugees to the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea where they were at risk of grave human rights 
abuses. 
a Polvonnazar Khodzhayev was detamed by officers 
of the Russian Special Services in the town of Samara on 
5 April. He was subsequently handed over to Uzbek law 
enforcement officers and was forcibly returned to 
Uzbekistan. On '4 May he was sentenced to death by 
Tashkent Regional Court for attempting to overthrow 
the constitutional order of Uzbekistan in order to 
create an Islamic state. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Russian Federation: Environmental actiVist Gngory 

Pasko faces new imprisonment risk (AI Index: EUR 
46/045/2000) 

• Russian Federation: Only an international 
investigation will ensure justice for the victims (AI 
Index: EUR 46/023/2000) 

• Russian Federation: Continuing torture and rape in 
Chechnya (AI Index: EUR 46/036/2000) 

• Russian Federation: What future forChechens­
citizens or subjugated people (AI Index: EUR 
46/044/2000) 

Visits 
8etween March and June AI viSited the country several 
times to carry out research on violations of human rights 
and international humanitarian law and to interview 
people affected by the Chechen conflict 
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RWANDA 

RWANDESE REPUBLIC 
Head of state: Malor-General Paul Kagame (replaced 
Pasteur BIZlmungu in April) 
Head of government: Bernard Makuza (replaced Pierre­
C�lestin RWlgema in March) 
ca pital: Kigall 
Population: 7.7 million 
Official languages: Kinyarwanda, French, English 
Death penalty: retention 1st 

Reports of "disappearance", arbitrary arrest. 
unlawful detention, and torture or i lHreatment of 
detainees continued throughout 2000. A numberof 
killings of unarmed civilians were also reported. An 
estimated 125,000 people continued to be held in 
detention, the overwhelming majority accused of 
taking part in the1994 genocide_ Many have been 
held for prolonged periods without charge ortrial in 
conditions amounting to cruel, inhuman and 
degrading treatment At least 140 people were 
sentenced to death for crimes committed during the 
1994 genocide, some after unfair trials, but no 
executions took place. Trials of genocide suspects 
also continued at the International Criminal Tribunal 
for Rwanda (lCTR) in Tanzania. In eastern 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Rwandese 
military and allied forces, as well as Rwandese armed 
groups opposing them, were responsible for 
massacres of civilians, torture, including rape, 
"disappearances" and the systematic harassment of 
human rights defenders. 

Background 
The Rwandese Patriotic Front (RPFHed government 
retained tight political control of the country. Open 
political opposition was not tolerated. Despite signs of 
growing internal dissausfaction from genocide 
survivors and from dissident RPF members. no 
significant political opposition emerged m the country. 
Both the RPF and the government were criticized for 
being dominated by members of the Tutsi ethnic group 

Political tenSion increased following the departure 
from office of senior political figures perceived as 
critical of the RPF leadership. Joseph Sebarenzi Kabuye, 
former Speaker of the National Assembly. ned Rwanda 
in January, In March the RPF, acting with the National 
Assembly, forced the resignation of PreSident Pasteur 
Bizimungu. a Huw who had been included in the inner 
circle of power slOce the early days of the RPF. The 
Vice-President. Major-General Kagame, took over as 
President in April. 

The government continued with a national policy of 
"vil1agization" under which hundreds of thousands of 
people were required to abandon their homes in order 
to be housed in new "villages� or settlements known as 
imidugudu. By the end of 2000. the conditions in many 
of these villages remained extremely poor. with 
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inadequate access to food and water. Insecurity and 
numerous cases of rape and sexual violence were 
reported In these vil lages. 

During 2000 a new police force under civilian control 
replaced the paramilitary gendarmerie. formerly under 
the control of the Ministry of Defence. Officers of the 
new police force received baSic training m human rights. 

Abuses in Democratic Republic of the Congo 
The Rwandese Patriotic Army (RPA) and forces of the 
Rwandese-backed Congolese armed oPPOsition group, 
the Goma-based Rassemblement congolals pour la 
democratie (RCD-Goma), Congolese Rally for 
Democracy, contmued to control large areas of eastern 
ORe. In OPPOSition 10 the DRC government of laurent­
Desire Kabila, units of both forces were responsible for 
widespread human fights abuses, 10 partlcular the 
killing of hundreds of unarmed Civilians and torture, 
including rape. Such abuses were often committed in 
response to attacks by Rwandese interahamweand ex­
FAR (former Rwandese government army) armed 
groups, or by the may/-may/Congolese armed group 
which opposes the ReD-Goma and the Rwandese 
presence in the ORe. These groups were also 
responsible for grave human rights abuses. In 
November and December 2000, the RPA and RCD-Goma 
undertook a maSSive recruitment drive in eastern ORe. 
Among those recrUited were children under the age of 
18. All forces continued to use child soldiers, some of 
whom were forCibly recruited and trained in foreign 
countries before being sent back to fight in the ORe. 

Torture and il l-treatment in Rwandese and RCD­
Goma detention centres were routine, and numerous 
cases of�disappearance� were reported. Congolese 
human rights defenders and Civil SOCiety activists were 
singled out by the Rwandese and RCD authorities for 
harassment or worse: many suffered arbitrary arrest, 
unlawful detention, ill-treatment or �disappearance� 
(See Democratic Republic of the Congo entry.) 

In addition to fighting between the two sides in the 
DRC connict, there were Increasmg Internal dIvisions 
within the RCD alliance. Including deepening rifts 
between the Rwandeseand the Ugandans. ln June, 
Rwandese and Ugandan forces rought for control of the 
Congolese City of KisangaOl. More than 700 civilians 
were killed and thousands more forced to nee. 

Killings of civilians 
The level of killings In Rwanda was lower than in 
previOUS years as the activities of armed groups such as 
the Interahamweand counter-insurgency operations 
by the Rwandese military were increasingly restriCted 
to eastern ORe. However, a number of unarmed 
Civilians were killed, some by members of the 
Rwandese secunty forces, others by armed opposition 
groups, others by unidentified assailants. Members of 
Local Defence Forces (LOF), an armed but unpaid and 
poorly trained civilian force recruited to protect local 
communities, were also responsible for killings of 
Civilians and other abuses. Some detainees who had 
been acquitted of genocide charges or conditionally 
released were killed. 
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a In February Aloys Rurangangabo. who had been 
acquitted by a coun of participation in genocide, was 
shOl dead In Gakoni. Murambi commune, Umutara. His 
wire and four·year-old child were also injured when a 
grenade was thrown into their house. The attackers 
reportedly Included a serving and a demobilized RPA 
soldier. 
a In March Assiel Kabera, adviser to President 
Blzimungu, was shot dead outside his home in Kigali by 
three men in military uniform. 
a In May an armed opposition group killed nine 
civilians In Rwerere commune, Glsenyl prefecture, and 
three students in Klnmgl, Ruhengeri. 
a In August. in Kinigi, Ruhengen, 22-year-old 
Innocent Manragaba was killed by RPA soldiers, and 
two other cIvilian men were wounded. The unarmed 
men, who had undertaken a vIllage nIght security 
patrol. were ordered to sit on the ground by the 
soldiers who then opened fire on them. 

'Disappearances' 
A number of-disappearances· COntinued to be 
reported. Some victims were arrested in the DRC and 
subsequently transferred to Rwanda and held in 
incommunicado detention. 
a Bruno Bahatl, a civil society activist from eastern 
DRC, was arrested at the Rwanda-Uganda border in 
April as he returned from a civil society conference In 
the DRe government-held capital of Kinshasa. His 
whereabouts were unknown until his release In July. It 
transpired that he had been held incommunicado in 
military detention In Kigall before being transferred to 
a detention centre in Goma, eastern DRe. 

atment 
Torture and ill-treatment were practised routinely in 
·cachotscommunaux" (local detention centres) and 
mil itary detentIon sites, especIally in the early stages of 
detention. An unknown number of civilians continued 
to be held illegally in military detention centres. 
a In June, four students from Goma, eastern DRC­
Mapendano Bahavu, Eric Sikubwabo-Sibomana, lazare 
lukuteTschonga and Obin lukute Kiembo- were 
arrested at the Rwanda-Uganda border and held 
incommunicado for 16 days at the Kicuklro military 
detention centre, In Klgali. They were demed food for 
the first three days. At least two were tortured: one was 
severely beaten around his head wIth a piece of wood, 
and another had a gun held to his head. 

Conditions in Rwanda's chronically overcrowded 
prisons and detention centres continued to be harsh 
and life-threatenmg. and In most cases constituted 
cruel. Inhuman and degrading treatment. The 
authorities failed to provide adequate food or medical 
treatment to detainees and sanitary conditions 
remained extremely poor. The death rate in prisons and 
detention centres remained high. Many child detainees 
were Incarcerated with adults, putting them at 
additional risk of Violence and sexual abuse: only six of 
Rwanda's 13 central prisons have separate wings for 
minors. The UN Children's Convention, to which 
Rwanda is party, states that children should only be 
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detained in prison exceptionally, as a last resort, and 
should always be separated from adults. 

Genocide trials 
At least 2,28) people were tried In Rwandese courts on 
charges of participation in the 1994 genocide. At least 
140 people were sentenced to death -an Increase over 
previous years. There were no judicial executions The 
number of trials increased, but the quality of trials 
varied, and some trials were unfair. Some witnesses 
were intimidated, and some trials were repeatedly 
postponed. There was also an increase in group trials, 
which reportedly led to breaches of fair trial 
procedures. 

One of the most prominent genocide trials, that of 
Augustin Misago, Roman CatholiC bishop ofGlkongoro, 
concluded in June when he was acquitted. 

Around 125,000 people remained In detention, the 
overwhelming majority accused of participation in the 
genocide. Since the launch of genOCIde trials In 1996, 
only 4,875 suspects have been tried, less than 4 per cent 
of the detained population. Detainees included more 
than 4,400 children under 18 years old, and many 
elderly people over 70 years old. More than 450 
children who would have been less than 12 years old al 
the time of the genocide, and who had reportedly been 
cleared of Involvement, remained in detention. 

In order to accelerate the pace of the tflals, the 
government planned to introduce a new communal 
system of justice, known as g8eaea, to try people 
accused of genocide crimes. with the exception of 
·Category ( suspects accused of playing a leading or 
significant role in the genocide. While the use of the 
new gaeBea system might alleviate the huge burden on 
the courts and prison system, there were concerns that 
some aspects of this system would not conform to 
international standards of fairness, particularly 
regarding the right to legal defence and the lack of 
professional training for and independence of the lay 
judges. 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
Trials of leading genocide suspects continued at the 
iCTR in Arusha, Tanzania. By the end of 2000, 46 were 
detained in Arusha. The United Kingdom, France, 
Belgium and Denmark surrendered indicted genocide 
suspects to the ICTR in the course of 2000. 
� InJune former radiO presenter Georges Ruggiu was 
sentenced to 12 years' imprisonment for crimes relating 
to Incitement to genocide and persecution, as a crime 
against humanity, after he pleaded guilty. Georges 
Rugglu worked for the Hutu extremist radio station 
Mllle Collmes(Thousand Hills), which incited Hutus to 
kill Tutsis and Hutus opposed to the atrocities. 
Swiss court ruling 
a In May, a Swiss military appeal court reduced a life 
sentence imposed on Rwandese ex-mayor Fulgence 
NiYOnteze to 14 years' lmpflsonment. He had been 
sentenced to life Imprisonment in April 1999 after a 
lower court found him gUilty of murder, incitement to 
murder and war crimes. This was the first trial of a 
Rwandese genocide suspect in the national jurisdictIon 
of a foreIgn country. The appeal court dismissed the 
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charges of murder and incitement to murder on the 
grounds that It lacked the competence to try such 
crimes committed by one foreigner against another 
outside SWitzerland, allowing only the war crimes 
charges to stand. 

Arbitrary arrests and detentions 
Arbitrary arrests and detentions were reported. 
Thousands of detainees awaiting tnal on genocide 
charges had been detained for prolonged periods, some 
without any eVidence against them. Several detainees 
who had been tried and acquitted were rearrested. 
a Daniel Gahlnda, Chrislophe Kagiraneza, and 
Eugene Nkulikiyinka. school teachers from Nyamyumba 
commune, Gisenyi, were arrested in December 1999. 
accused of being supporters of Rwanda's exiled former 
king and members of a supposed �Army of the Kin�(. 
They were detained for six months in military and 
gendarmerie detention centres, despite there being no 
evidence against them, before being released without 
charge in July. 

Refugee issues 
In the course of 2000. hundreds of people, mainly 
Hutu from Kibungo In eastern Rwanda, fled to 
Tanzania The reported reasons for their flight 
included a prolonged drought and fear of being 
accused by the forthcomlng gacaca tribunals of 
participation in the genocide. 

From September. many Congolese refugees from the 
Masisi region of eastern ORC, who had been living In a 
camp in Byumba, Rwanda, were returned to the Maslsi 
region. Because of the continued fighting and 
insecUrity In the Maslsi region, they were at serious risk 
of human rights abuses during or after their return. 

Intergovernmental organizations 
In May the Organization of African Unity's International 
Panel of Eminent Personalities submitted the report of 
ItS investigation into the 1994 genocide and made 
recommendations to prevent conrtict in the region. 

Government response to AI report 
In June the government published a lengthy response 
to AI's April report, Rwanda: The troubled course o( 
Justice, which highlighted the plight of tens of 
thousands of detainees held on suspicion of genocide 
as well as the negative impact of long delays In bringing 
suspects to trial and the process of deliverlngjusUce to 
the victims and survivors of the genocide. The 
government response, while acknowledging that "some 
human rights related problems do still exls( in Rwanda 
and welcoming some of AI's observations, largely 
sought to refute AI's findings. 

AI country report and visit 
Report 
• Rwanda:The troubled course of justice (AI Index: AFR 

47/010/2000) 
Visit 
AI delegates visited Rwanda and eastern DRC In October 
to carry out research and meet government officials, 
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SAINT LUCIA 

SAINTlUCIA 
Head ofstate: Queen Elizabeth 11, represented by 
Pearlette louisy 
Head of government: Kenneth Anthony 
Capital: Castries 
Population: 0.16 million 
Official language: English 
Death penalty: retentionist 

There were reports of severe beatings in prison and of 
police brutality and excessive use offorce. At least 
two men remained under sentence of death. 

There were reports of severe beatings in prison, and of 
conditions that amounted to cruel, inhuman or 
degrading punishment. Sanitation was poor, wllh an 
open pit for all prisoners to use as a latrine. Severe 
overcrowding was exacerbated by the large number of 
remand prisoners awaiting trial 
a In one case, a mentally \11 man on remand was 
allegedly beaten and punched by prison guards until he 
became unconscious. 
a In July, a court ordered that shackles be 
Immediately removed from Alfred Harding, a Bajan 
national. He had been kept in prison since August 1999 
and held continuously in handcuffs and metal ankle 
restraints chained together, in contravention of the 
Prison Rules and international standards_ He was also 
kept in solitary confinement and denied viSiting fights. 
Reports indicated that he was detained in the part of 
the prison reserved for prisoners under sentence of 
death, although he was on remand, and that he was 
regularly subjected 10 punitive cell searches. The court 
ordered compensation to be paid to Alfred Hardlng, but 
this was not paid. By the end of the year the authorities 
had not responded to calls for an end to the practice of 
holding prisoners in chains and for an investigation 
into the torture of Alfred Harding. 

Corporal punishment 
No reports were received of sentences of judiCial 
corporal punishment being Imposed or Innlcted. In 
1999 the Court of Appeal had ruled that there was no 
proviSion In law for such punishments. 

Police brutality 
There were reports of police brutality and excessive 
use of force. Unofficial reports claimed that there were 
at least seven fatal shootings by the police, some in 
disputed circumstances. No Inquests were held IntO any 
of these deaths . 
a In October Paul Hamilton was fatally shot by police 
officers in Castrles. Reports indicated that he was shot 
in the back following a chase. Media reports stated that 
an Internal police investigation had been announced, 
but the outcome was not known at the end of the year. 



a In November. Alfred Harding (see above) was shot 
dead by police in La Clery after escaping from custody. 
The circumstances of the killing suggested that he had 
been extrajudicially executed. Witnesses stated that 
Alfred Harding was ordered by a police officer to he 
down and was subsequently shot twice in the thigh and 
spine. According to reports. he was denied medical 
attention. Witnesses were reportedly intimidated by 
police, Following the shootmg. the Mlnisterof Home 
Affairs announced that an Independent invesligauon 
would take place into Alfred Hardlng's death and the 
circumstances of his escape from custody. The Prime 
Minister announced an Internal Investigation. The 
results of both Investigations had not been disclosed by 
the end of the year. 

Death penalty 
At least two men remained under sentence of death. No 
further death sentences were imposed and no 
executions took place. 

Human rights defenders 
The Mlnlsterof Home Affairs accused human rights 
lawyers of being "politically motivated". The media was 
also critical of their work and at least one lawyer was 
subjected to anonymous death threats, verbal 
harassment and intimidation from members of the 
public. 

SAMOA 

INDEPENDENT STATE OF SAMOA 
Head of state: Malietoa Tanumafili 1 1  
Head of government: Tuila'epa Sailele Malielegaoi 
Capital:Apia 
Population: 0.17 million 
Official languages: Samoan, English 
Death penalty: retentionist 

At least 54 villagers on Savai'i island were detained 
on account of their religious activities. Their 
imprisonment led to public debate about 
constitutional guarantees of freedom of religion. 
Death sentences against two former cabinet 
ministers convicted of assassinating another 
government minister were commuted. 

Prisoners of conscience 
Throughout the year, scores of Christian villagers on 
Savai'i island were arrested. imprisoned or banished 
for taking part in religious activities outSide 
mainstream Christian churches. 
a In May. Tuasivi District Court sentenced 42 people 
from Falealupo village 10 four weeks' imprisonment and 
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another 12 villagers to two months' imprisonment for 
refusing to obey orders by the Land and Titles Court to 
stop their Bible classes and other religious activities. 
They were prisoners of conscience. In September. the 
Land and Titles Court upheld decisions by Falealupo 
village council to banish the prisoners and 144 other 
vil lagers from Falealupo and to prohibit them from 
forming a new church. Banishment is a recognized form 
of law enforcement in Samoa. 

FollOWing unsuccessful petitiOns to the village 
council. the banished group appealed to the land and 
Titles Court against the orders. In October police 
reportedly forced the majority of the bamshed villagers 
to leave Falealupo. despite court Instructions to 
suspend their eviction pending the appeal. About 60 
members of the group were reportedly taken to the 
Tuasivi police station. apparently for questioning. 
Court officials in Apia then intervened to inform Tuasivi 
police and the Falealupo vil lage council of a decision by 
the land and Titles Court PreSident that al l  banished 
villagers should remain in Falealupo pending appeal 
hearings due to take place In 2001. 
a In September. at least three people from Papa 
Puleia vil lage were reportedly detained for two days by 
Tuaslvl police in similar circumstances. They were 
charged with disobeying their vil lage councWs 
prohibition on their religiOUS activities. The case was 
pending at the end of the year. 
a In July the Supreme Court upheld constitutional 
guarantees of religiOUS freedom in a similar case and 
ruled that the Land and Titles Court and the Saiplpl 
vil lage council had no authority to restrict religious 
freedom or to limit the number of churches at Saipipi. 
In response. the National Council of Churches declared 
its Intention (0 seek amendments to the Constitution in 
order to allow village councils to limit the number of 
churches In their Jurisdiction. 

Death penalty 
In April. the Supreme Court sentenced to death former 
government ministers Leafa Vitale and Tol Aukuso Cain 
for their role in the assassination In July 1999 of 
Luagalau Levaula Kamu. another minister, at a 
reception celebrating the ruling Human Rights 
Protection Party. Leafa Vltale's eldest son, Alatise 
Vi tale. gave evidence at the trial that his father and Toj 
Aukuso Cain had arranged the assassination and 
pleaded guilty to shooting dead Luagalau Levaula 
Kamu. His own death sentence had been commuted to 
life imprisonment In 1999 by Malietoa Tanumafili 11.  In 
May. Mahetoa Tanumafili 11 visited Lea fa Vltale and Tol 
Aukuso Cain In prison before also commuting their 
death sentences to life Imprisonment. 
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SAUDI ARA BIA 

KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA 
Head of state and government: King Fahd bin 'Abdul­
'Al." al-Saud 
Capital: Riyadh 
Population: 19 million 
Official language: ArabIC 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures; UN Women's 
Convention 

Serious human rights violations continued. Women 
continued to face severe discrimination, and 
suspected political or religious activists continued to 
suffer arbitrary arrest and detention or punishment 
under secretive criminal judicial procedures which 
deny the most basic rights, such as the right to be 
defended by a lawyer. At least 123 people were 
executed and there was an alarming increase in the 
number of amputations. One person reportedly had 
his eye surgically removed as judicial punishment 
Torture and i ll-treatment continued to be reported. 
The government continued to enforce a ban on 
political parties and trade unions and to impose 
restrictions on access to the country by non­
governmental human rights organizations. 

Background 
In an unprecedented move, the government publicly 
stated Its belief in the universality and indivisibility of 
human rights and announced measures to promote and 
protect such rights. During the March! April 2000 
session ofthe UN CommiSSion on Human Rights, Saudi 
Arabia's Deputy Foreign Minister stated that Mhuman 
rights are a non-negOtiable objective for the 
achievement of which we must all strive together-, and 
that Saudi Arabia was committed to "the protection and 
promotion of human rights through carefully studied 
measures within the context of a comprehensive 
human rights strategy". He informed the Commission of 
steps already taken or planned by the government to 
carry forward this strategy, including an Invitation to 
the UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of 
judges and lawyers to visit the country. The steps also 
Included plans to introduce a new regulation to govern 
the legal profession and legal counsel. and the creation 
of mainly governmental structures for the protection of 
human rights. The establishment of a committee to 
investigate allegations of torture and other abuses was 
also announced, in response to the government's 
obligations under the UN Convention against Torture. 

During 2000, the government embarked on a 
number of legislative Initiatives related to human 
rights. In May, the Minister of Justice announced that 
statutes had been drafted to form a new professional 
code of practice for the legal profession. A law on 
criminal trial procedures was reported to have been 
proceeding through the legislative process. The 

206 

Consultative Council was also reported to have begun 
studYing proposals for a comprehensive labour law for 
women 

In September, Saudi Arabia acceded to the UN 
Women's Convention, but entered the following 
reservation: "In the case of contradiction between any 
form of the Convention and the norms of IslamiC law, 
the Kingdom is not under obligation to observe the 
contradictory terms of the Convention". The 
government also entered a reservauon so that it would 
not be bound by provisions on the equal rights of men 
and women to pass their nationality on to their 
children. 

In July Saudi Arabia appointed a woman to the 
government post of assistanl under-secretary at the 
Presidency For Girls' Education. 

In May Saudi Arabia was one of a number of states 
voted onto the UN Commission on Human Rights. 

Emerging human rights debate 
On )1 March, the government issued a response through 
the news media to AI's report Saudi Arabia: A secret 
state of suffering. The government denied the patterns 
of human nghts violations documented by the 
orgaOlzation. Without referring to any Individual cases 
or speCific events covered by the report, the response 
claimed that arbitrary arrest and torture were not 
allowed in Saudi Arabia and thal the courts guaranteed 
fair trial. It denied that any political prisoners were 
held and pointed out that Saudi Arabia played an active 
role in the field of human rights. ThiS statement started 
a debate on human rights led by Saudi Arabia's national 
and International press. Government offiCials were 
also prompted to make statements on human rights, 
Including the Minister of Interior who reportedly said: 
�We tell those who level accusations against the 
Kingdom to present their proof. And we welcome 
anybody who wants to know the facts as we don't have 
anything to hide ... �. The debate was continuing at the 
end of 2000. 

Women's rights 
AI welcomed Saudi Arabia's accession to the UN 
Women's Convention and other developments related 
to women's rights, but remained concerned at 
continuing severe forms of discrimination and human 
rights abuses against women. DiSCrimination against 
women Included limitauons on freedom of movement, 
allowing for effective impnsonment within the home, 
and preventing recourse to protection or redress from 
human rights abuses. Equal educational and vocational 
opportunities continued to be denied to girls and 
women. Women were also subjected to human rights 
violations, including arbitrary arreSt and detention, 
torture and the death penalty. Women abused by 
private Individuals such as husbands or employers 
continued to be denied access to adequate protection 
or redress by the government. Female domestic 
workers remained at particular risk of human rights 
abuses, including phYSical abuse, as a result of severe 
restrictions on their liberty, freedom of movement and 
association. 
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Prisoners of conscience and political prisoners 
There were continUing arrests on political or religious 
grounds. People arrested in previous years remained 
in detention, some of whom were held without charge 
or trial 

Hundreds of members of the Shl'a Ismail, 
community of Najran province, including possible 
prisoners of conscience, were arrested following 
demonstrations and clashes in April in protest against 
the forCible closure of their mosque by security 
forces. Many of those arrested were apparently held 
incommunicado and their whereabouts were 
unknown. AI least two were reported to have been 
sentenced to prison terms and lashes (see below), 
Some were reported to have been killed dUring the 
clashes and demonstrations, in circumstances which 
suggested that they may have been the victims of 
extrajudicial execution or excessive use of force 
by the secumy forces. At least one security orricer 
was reported to have been killed and others were 
Injured 

A numberof Christians were also reported to have 
been arrested dUring 1000 for the non-violent 
expression of their religious beliefs. Those known to AI 
had all been released by the end of the year without 
charge or trial. 
a In January, 15 Filipino nationals, including three 
women and five children, were reported to have been 
arrested whIle partiCipating In a Christian service at a 
private home In Riyadh. All were released without 
charge after several weeks' incommunicado detention 
in Malaz prison. 
a In August, Sheikh 'AIi bin 'All al-Ghamm was 
arrested at the border between Saudi Arabia and 
Jordan upon his return from a holiday in Syria. The 
reasons for hiS arrest may have been related to hiS 
Shi'a religious beliefs or political activities. Before hiS 
arrest he was reportedly summoned 10 the 
headquarters of a/-Mabahllh al-'Amma(General 
Investigallons) and asked to wnte a detailed report 
about himself, including the countries he had Visited 
and his associates. He remained held in the al­
Mabahlth a/-'Amma prison In Dammam at the end of 
2000. 
a Or Sa'id bin Zua'ir, head of the Department of 
Information at Imam Mohamed bin Sa'ud Islamic 
University, remained In pnson throughout 1000. He had 
been arrested in early 1995 by members of al-Mabahlth 
a/-'Amma, and remained held without charge or trial in 
al-Ha'lr prison, having reportedly refused to sign an 
undertaking to cease political activitieS In exchange for 
his release. 
� Hanl al-Sayegh, who was forCibly returned to Saudi 
Arabia from the USA in 1999 after seekmg asylum there, 
remamed held in virtual incommunicado detention in 
connection with the bombing of a US military complex 
at al-Khobar in 1996, an offence pumshable by death. At 
the end of 2000 he was held reportedly in al-Ha'lr 
prison without access to lawyers and with only limited 
contact with his family. He remained at risk of tOrture 
and of betng sentenced to death after secret 
proceedings. 
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Release 
Muhammed al-Faraj, a lecturer arrested m 1999 
reportedly on account of a poem he had Written, was 
released m January. 

Torture/ i ll-treatment 
AI received fewer allegations of tOrture than in 
prevIous years, but the lack of judicial supervision of 
arrest and detention continued to faCilitate torture and 
Ill-treatment. There were no indications that 
investigations had been caTTled out Into reports of 
torture in prevIous years, including reports of deaths in 
custOdy as a result of torture. Political pnsoners, 
includmg possible prisoners of conSCience, held m 
mcommunlcado detention remained at risk of torture. 
ConfeSSions obtained under torture orduress could 
stili be used as the sole eVidence for conviction 
a Geo�e Joseph, an IndIan national. was reportedly 
arrested outSide hIS home 10 May as he returned from a 
Catholic service with a religious cassette tape. He was 
held m IncommuOlcado detention for several months 
and reportedly beaten before being released without 
charge and deported back to India 

In August, prIsoners In the City of al-Jawf were 
reported to have protested over their conditions of 
detention, including poor food. Several people were 
reported to have been injured during the incident. No 
details were available to allow assessment of any 
human rights violations that may have taken place. 
Judicial corporal punishments 
There were 34 reported cases of amputations during 
2000, seven of which were cross amputations (of the 
right hand and left foot). Flogging continued to be 
frequently imposed for a wide range of offences. 
a In August, 'Abdel Mo'ti 'Abdel Rahman Mohammad, 
an Egyptian national. was reported to have had his left 
eye surgically removed as punishment ordered by a 
court in MedIna after he had been found guilty of 
throwing acid In the face of a compatriot and damaging 
hiS left eye 
oB Two teachers, arrested follOWing demonstrations 
in NaJran, were reported to have been sentenced to 
1,500 lashes each to be carried out in front of their 
families, students and other teachers. 

Death penalty 
In an increase over the previous year, at least 12J 
people were executed, all after trials about which very 
little was known. Among those executed were three 
women_ The majOrity of those executed -71 -were 
foreIgn nationals, from India, Pakistan, Nigena, 
Phihppines, Yemen, Sudan, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iraq, 
Egypt, Bangladesh, Syria, Afghanistan, Indonesia and 
Thailand. Some were sentenced to death for crimes 
Without lethal consequences such as highway robbery, 
sodomy, drug smuggling and sorcery, 
a The body of one of those executed in May, 
Muhammad Mustafa Kamal 'Abd al-Oadir jadl, an 
Egyptian national, was reported to have been crucified 
following his execullon in Jlzan on charges of murder. 

The number of people under sentence of death was 
unknown as the government does not divulge such 
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information. However, among those at  risk of the death 
penalty was Sit Zalnab bmti Duhri Rupa, a 32-year-old 
IndoneSian domestic worker. detamed on charges of 
murdering her employer She was reported to be 
psychologically ill and to have �confessed� to the crime 
during police InterrogatiOn 

AI action 
Five country reports were ISSUed by AI during the year 
as part of a campaign against human rights violations in 
Saudi Arabia, under the slogan "End Secrecy. End 
Suffennf Each report detailed dirrerent patterns of 
human rights violations together with 
recommendations to the Saudi Arabian authorities 
desIgned to redress such violations. 
lack of government cooperation 
Dunng 2000, AI welcomed the commitments 10 human 
rights made by the government and requested further 
details as to the time-frame and terms of reference of 
the establishment of planned human rights bodies, but 
received no further information. 

AI continued to send communications to government 
officials r�arding Issues or individual cases of concern, 
all of which remained unanswered. AI sought 
clarification of the reported killings in Najran, together 
with assurances that those detained In connection with 
the incidents would be protected against torture and 
execution, but received no response. AI also repeatedly 
requested permission to visit the country, but the 
government continued to deny access. 
Intergovernmental organizations 
AI submitted updated Informallon on Saudi Arabia for 
review by the UN Commission on Human Rights under a 
procedure established by UN Economic and Social 
Council Resolutions 718FliSOl for confidential 
consideration of communications about human fights 
violations. In March, AI made an oral statement to the 
Commission's 56th session, concentraung on unfair 
trials, torture in custody, corporal punishment and 
amputations. 

AI country reports 
• Saudi Arabia: A secret state ofsuffenng (AI Index: 

MDE 23/00112000) 
• Saudi Arabia: Ajustice system without justice (AI 

Index: MDE 23/00212000) 
• Saudi Arabia: Encourag ing human rights debate (AI 

Index: MDE 23/034/2000) 
• Saudi Arabia: Execution of Nigerian men and women 

(AI Index: MDE 23/049/2000) 
• Saudi Arabia: Gross human rights abuses against 

women (AI Index: MDE 23/057/2000). 
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REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL 
Head of state: Abdoulaye Wade (replaced Abdou Dlouf 
In March) 
Head of government: Moustapha Nlasse 
Capital: Dakar 
Population: 9.4 million 
Official language: French 
Death penalty: abolitiOnist In practice 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the Involve­
mentof children In armed conflict; Optional Protocol to 
the UN Women's Convention 

Despite peace moves, there was continued tension in 
the disputed region ofCasamance between members 
of the government and the Mouvementdes Forces 
democratiques de Casamance (MFDC), Democratic 
Forces of Casamance Movement, an armed 
opposition group claiming independence for 
Casamance. The number of human rights violations 
lessened in comparison with previous years, 
although the security forces in Casamance were 
responsible for several cases of extrajudicial 
executions, "disappearances" and torture. About 3 0  
suspected MFDC sympathizers remained i n  prison 
without trial at the end of 2000. Most appeared to 
be prisoners of conscience who had been arrested 
because they were members of the Diola community. 
Members of the MFDC also continued to commit 
human rights abuses against civilians. In July, a 
Senegalese court dismissed charges of complicity in 
acts of torture against former Chadian leader Hissein 
Habre on the grounds that it could not prosecute 
crimes committed in Chad. 

Background 
Attempts to find a peaceful solution to the 18-year·old 
connlct In the Casamance regIon continued throughout 
1000. In February, peace talks which took place 10 
Banjul, Gambia, led to the setting up of a joint mission 
composed of members of the government and the 
MFDC to monitor a cease·flre agreement In December 
a first formal meeting was held in Ziguinchor between 
the Senegalese authoritIes and the leader of the MFDC. 
Father Diamacoune Senghor. Among the issues on the 
agenda were the future of army bases, the freeing of 
prisoners, the return of displaced people and the 
implementation of development projects in 
Casamance. Nevertheless, tension remained high 10 the 
connlct area throughout 1000, lead 109 to border 
problems with neighboUring Guinea-Bissau, from 
where suspected members of the MFDC launched 
attacks against Senegalese soldiers and Civilians in 
Casamance. 

PresIdential elecuons were held in March and for the 
first time since IOdependence In 1960, the candidate of 
the ruling Socialist Party, the incumbent PreSident Abdou 
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Dlouf, lost power_ Abdoulaye Wade, head of a coalition of 
opposition parties, became head of state. He 
immediately announced a constitutional referendum to 
allow him to dissolve the National Assembly, where the 
Socialist Party had a maJ0rtty, and to hold new legislative 
elections. This referendum was due to take place In 
November but was postponed until early 2001 

Detention without trial 
About 30 suspected MFDC sympathizers remained In 
prison without trial at the end of 2000 In Dakar and 
Kolda. Most of these detainees appeared to be 
prisoners of conscience. arbitrarily arrested because 
they were members of the Dlola community. Most of 
them were charged with -threatening state securjty� 
but no evidence was ever produced as to their 
individual responSibility for acts of Violence. 

In Kolda. at least four nationals of GUlOea-Bissau 
remained In detention without trial at the end of 2000. 
The reasons for their arrest remained unclear. There 
was serious concern about the conditions 10 which 
people were detained In Kolda as no human rights 
orgamzatlon - neither the Senegalese Rencontre 
afncame pour la defense des dro/ts de J'homme 
(RADDHO). African Conference for the Defence of 
Human Rights, nor the Llga Gumeense Dos Direllos 
Humanos, Guinea-Bissau Human Rights League- was 
allowed access to them, despite repeated requests. 

Extrajudicial executions and 'disappearances' 
in Casamance 
The number of human rights violations lessened in 
comparison With prevIous years, notably after April 
2000, when a new army commander was apPOinted In 
ZigUlnchor However, the security forces 10 Casamance 
were responsible for several cases of extrajudiCial 
executions, -disappearances- and torture. 
a Momany Tendeng was reported to have been 
extrajudicially executed in January by soldiers near a 
mil itary camp in Nyassla. Two other young people. 
Daniel Sambou and Denis Sambou, were shot dead in 
March by soldiers who forced other civilians to bury 
them. 
e Several people -disappeared- after being arrested 
by the security forces, Inctudingjean Dacougna. a 40-
year-old mentally ill man arrested 10 February 10 
Ziguinchor, and Ephene Dlatta. arrested in Kabrousse 
In March. Both remained unaccounted for at the end 
of 2000. 

Abuses by the MFDC 
Despite the cease-flre agreement accepted by the 
MFDC leader, some elements of the armed wlOg of the 
MFDC continued [0 commit human rights abuses 
against civilians. In February. armed groups shelled the 
area of Niaguis. apparently to deter the population 
from voting in the presidential ejection. Throughout 
2000, CiVIlians were attacked while they were 10 cars or 
in the fields and their belongings were stolen by alleged 
members of the MFDC. In April, for the first time, Father 
Diamacoune Senghor publicly condemned the armed 
attacks launched by one of the military leaders of the 
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armed wing MFDC, Salif Sadio, and protested against 
the fact that these armed groups refused to obey him 
and to respect the cease-fire agreement. 

Impunity: the Habre case 
In February, Hlssem Habre, former President of Chad, 
who found refuge in Senegal In 1991, was mdicted on 
charges of compliCity in acts of torture followlOga 
Criminal complaint filed In January by Chadlan viCtims 
and a coalluon of non-governmental organizations 
Hlssem Habre was placed under house arrest while 
mvestlgatlons into the charges against him began. In july, 
a Senegalese coun dismissed the charges on the grounds 
that It could nOt prosecute crimes committed 10 Chad. AI 
was disappointed by the court ruling that Senegal could 
not exercise universal Jursldiction over torture In Chad. 
The coalition of non-governmental organizations 
appealed agamst the decision to the Court of Cassation. 
which had not given ItS ruling by the end of 2000. 

SIERRA LEONE 

REPUBLIC O F  SIERRA LEONE 
Head of state and government: Ahmad Tejan Kabbah 
Capital: Freetown 
Population: 4_8 mlllton 
Official language: Engli,h 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 
2000 treaty ratifications: Optional Protocol to the UN 
Children'S Convention on the Involvement of children In 
armed conflict; Optional Protocol to the UN Women's 
Convention; Rome Statute of the International Criminal 
Court 

The 1 999 peace agreement collapsed after rebel 
forces captured UN peace-keeping troops in May. 
Killings, mutilations, rape and abduction of civilians, 
including women and children, by rebel forces 
increased. Government forces were responsible for 
extrajudicial executions, torture and ill-treatment 
Several hundred alleged government opponents 
were held without charge or trial. Renewed insecurity 
added to already large numbers of refugees and 
internally displaced people. The international 
community made efforts to resolve the crisis, 
including by strengthening the UN peace.J<eeping 
operation and taking action to halt the diamond 
trade used to procure arms. In a significant move to 
end impunity, the UN Security Council resolved to 
establish a Special Court for Sierra Leone. 

Background information 
Before ItS collapse In May, Implementation of the july 
1999 Lome peace agreement between the government 
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and the armed opposition Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF) was limited: attacks on civilians by rebel forces 
continued and thousands remained held captive; 
disarmament and demobilization was slow; large areas 
of the north and east, Including diamond-producing 
areas, remained under rebel control; and up to a 
million people remained beyond reach of humamtarian 
assistance. 

With the capture by RUF forces of some 500 troops of 
the UN MISSion In Sierra Leone (UNAMSll), hostilities 
resumed. Government forces comprised the Sierra 
Leone Army and a ciVilian militia, the Civil Defence 
Forces «(DF). Rebel forces included the RUF and 
renegade soldiers from both the Armed Forces 
Revolutionary Council (AFRC)- in power from 1997 to 
1998-and from the army. Some demobilized 
combatants again took up arms. United Kingdom (UK) 
troops were deployed until mid-June to defend 
Freetown and support UNAMSIL. Several hundred UK 
troops remained 10 tram the Sierra Leone Army. All 
UNAMSll captives had been released by July after 
mtervention by Liberian President Charles Taylor 

Following his arrest In May, RUF leader Foday 
Sankoh, who had been given a government position 
following the peace agreement, was succeeded by lssa 
Sesay. There was little contact, however. between him 
and the authofltles and It was unclear whether he 
controlled all RUF forces. On 10 November the 
government and the RUF agreed a ]o-day cease-fire in 
Abuja, Nigeria, under the auspices of the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS). Although 
this agreement included deployment by UNAMSIL in 
rebel-held areas, thiS had not begun by the end of 
the year 

From September hostilities between armed groups 
along Sierra Leone's borders with Liberia and Guinea 
resulted In further population displacement. 
Indlscrimmate shelling by Guinean security forces of 
vil lages close to the border In Kambla District resulted 
In Civilian casualties. Responding to fears of conflict 
spreading throughout the region, ECOWAS planned to 
deploy an observer mission along the borders 

Abuses by rebel forces 
In early 2000 human rights abuses against civilians­
abduction, rape. iooting and destruction of villages­
by rebel forces occurred almost dally in Northern 
Province. particularly Port Loko District From May 
deliberate and arbitrary killings, mutilation, rape, 
abduction and forced labour and recruitment 
increased. Aid workers were attacked and forced to 
Withdraw from rebel-held areas. 

Although abuses m and around Makeni and Magburaka, 
Northern ProVince, decreased from September, refugees 
forced to retum from Guinea were attacked and 
pressured to Join RUF forces in Kambia DistriCt. 

A group of renegade soldiers known as the West Side 
Boys terrorized CIVilians through killings, rape, torture, 
abducUon and ambushes along major roads in the 
Occra Hills area east of Freetown until September, 
when their leader was captured and many surrendered 
or were arrested. 
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Deliberate and arbitrary killings 
Large numbers of civilians were killed by rebel forces 
from May. particularly in areas around Port Loko, 
Lunsar. Makem and Magburaka. 
Cl On 8 May RUF members killed about 20 people and 
injured dozens of others when they fired on some 
]0.000 people protesting outside Foday Sankoh's 
reSidence In FreetOwn against RUF attacks on 
UNAMSIL. 
a A man was killed and decapitated mJune after he 
tried to prevent the abduction of hiS Is-year-old 
daughter as hiS family fled from Makeni. 
a A man from the Village of Magbile recounted how 
his sons, aged 11, 21, 2]and 25, wereshol and killed in 
June when they refused to join rebel forces. 
a I n  early September rebel forces attacked Gumean 
Villages close to the Sierra Leone border, killing Sierra 
Leonean refugees. 

utllatlon5 and rape 
Many CIvilians had hmbs deliberately amputated; 
others had the letters RUF carved into their fiesh. 
Abduction of girls and women, rape and sexual slavery 
were systematic and widespread. Most victims had 
contracted sexually transmllled diseases and many 
became pregnant. Often, abducted women and girls, 
Without adequate support, were unable to leave the 
combatants who had forced them into abusive 
relationships when they disarmed and demobilized. 
a During a rebel attack on Lunsar in late May several 
people suffered amputations. some of both hands. 
a Civilians near Mongeri who escaped from six 
months' captivity in October had been used as forced 
labour and repeatedly beaten and threatened with 
death; women had been repeatedly raped. 
a A woman with a five-month-old baby was strrpped 
and raped by several combatants when rebel forces 
attacked Masiaka in May; she was then abducted and 
subjected to further rape. 
a A 19-year-old woman from Magburaka reported the 
rape and killing of her sister during an attack in May; 
her husband was also killed. 
a Nine women and girls abducted by West Side Boys 
m August were taken to the VIllage of Makupr where 
they were beaten, raped and threatened with death. 
Hostage-taking 
On 2S August, a Sierra Leone Army offIcer and II UK 
military personnel were taken hostage by West Side 
Boys in the Occra Hills. Five were released after five 
days and the rest were rescued on 10 September In an 
operation m which one UK soldier and at least 26 West 
Side Boys were killed. 

Human rights violations by government forces 
Members of the CDF and the Sierra Leone Army were 
responsible for summary executions, arbitrary 
detention and torture of captured or suspected rebels 
and recruitment and use of child combatants. The 
CDF, operating in Eastern and Southern Provinces, 
became increasingly undisciplined and usurped 
police authority. Civilians were also arbitrarily 
detained at CDF headquarters, Including in Bo. 
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Koribundu and Kenema. ll l-treatment and extorlion 
of money and property at checkpoints were common 
and several incidents of rape, previously rare, were 
reported. 
a In May, five unarmed RUF combatants travel ling 
with civilians were intercepted at a COF checkpomt at 
Balima, north of Bo; one was summarily executed and 
the others detained. 
a A detainee captured by the COF in May and held in 
Bo lost an ear and suffered cuts to hiS back after being 
beaten With a bayonet; others reported bemg striPped 
and beaten with stlcks until they bled 
a In September, two men were killed and a third 
mJured when they resisted recruitment by the COF 
a In September the COF attacked police 
headquarters in Kenema, and detamed and beat a 
senior police officer. 
a Making no attempt to involve the police or 
Investigate, in September the COF stripped two young 
boys accused of stealing money and beat them in public 
m a village near Mile 91. 
a In October Jia Kangbal, ajournalist with the 
Standard Times newspaper, was detained In Freetown 
for two days by the COF, and kicked, beaten and pistol­
whipped, after publication of an article conSidered 
critical of the COF. 
Civilian casualties from aerial attacks 
In May and June, attacks by government forces from a 
helicopter gunship on suspected rebel positions in 
Northern Province resulted in up to )O civilian deaths 
and many other casualties. Attacks often appeared to 
be indiscriminate and undertaken Without adequate 
measures to safeguard civilians. Although warntng 
leaflets were dropped in Makenl and Magburaka, 
attacks followed shortly afterwards. CiVilians fleeing 
Makent. however, said that they were forced out of 
their homes by rebel forces as the gunship flew 
overhead. At least 14 Civilians were killed in Makeni and 
at least SIX were killed in an early afternoon attack on 
the market In Magburaka. 

Child combatants 
The resumption of hostilities In May halted 
demobilization of child combatants, leavlng several 
thousand still to be released by rebel forces, and 
resulted in further recruitment. 

RUF forces continued to abduct and forcibly recrUIt 
children In Northern Province. Recruitment of 
children by the COF also continued in Southern 
Province, despite assurances to the contrary gIven to 
AI representatives in May by the Deputy Minister of 
Defence. who is also National Coordinator of the COF. 
In May about 25 per cent of combatants fighting with 
government forces near Masiaka were observed to be 
under 18, some as young as seven. The government 
reiterated that IB was the mimmum age for 
recruitment and Instructed the acting Chief of 
Defence Staff to ensure demobilization of all those 
under the ageof lB. 

International and national organizations worked 
towards ending the use of child soldiers and assisting in 
their rehabilitation. 
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Refugees and internal displacement 
From May renewed fighting and bombing caused 
hundreds of thousands of people to flee: about 5.000 to 
Guinea and )00,000 to other parts of Sierra leone. 
bringing the number or Internally displaced people to 
some 500,000. From September, when Violence 
erupted along the Guinean border, 22,000 refugees in 
Gumea returned to Sierra Leone to escape arrest and 
harassment by the local population, Incited by the 
GUlnean authOrities. 

Those displaced remamed at risk of human rights 
abuses. Around Port loko, people venturing from 
camps to gather food and water were frequently 
abducted. raped and used for forced labour by rebel 
forces_ Others fleeing areas behmd rebel hnes were 
accused by the CDF of beIng rebels or rebel 
sympathizers, and were beaten or killed. 

Political detention 
Several hundred members of the RUF or other 
perceived opponents were arrested m May, Includmg 
Foday Sankoh. Some, fearing reprisals by the COF, gave 
themselves up. They were held under emergency 
legislation introduced m 199B. and repeatedly renewed 
by parliament, which allowed mdeflnlte detention 
WIthout charge or trial. In June the government 
published the names of 121 detamees held under 
emergency powers in Freetown's Central Prison. The 
legal basis for the detention of others remamed 
unclear. DuringAugust at least 200 detamees were 
released in Freetown and Kenema. Almost)oo 
detainees, including more than 10 children. however, 
remained held at the end of the year. Detamees were 
denied VIsits from their families and the UNAMSll 
human rights section was not granted access to 
detainees 10 Freetown until September 
a Abdul Kouyateh, publisher of Wisdom 
Publications, was arrested m Freetown in May after 
publication of an article about the alleged use of 
mercenaries by the government and was held without 
charge until October. 

Intergovernmental organizations 
The crisis preCipitated In May forced the international 
community. in particular the UN, the Organization of 
African Unlly (OAU) and ECOWAS, to reassess the 
viabIlity of the peace agreement and the performance 
of UNAMSI� the largest UN peace-keeping operation. 

Although the UN Secretary-General recommended 
an increase In UNAMSIL troops to respond to 
continuing Instability, meeting the existing 
complement of 1),000 agreed by the UN Security 
Council in May was hindered by WIthdrawal of Indian 
and JordanIan forces later In the year and reluctance by 
many countries to contribute troops 

The UNAMSll force had a mandate to protect 
civilians under imminent threat of physical violence, 
Within its capabIlities and areas of deployment. AI 
called for all civilians to be protected at all times, 
Including by deployment of UNAMSIL troops In areas 
where civilians were at greatest risk. It appeared, 
however, that on several occasions, for example in 
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Kabala lOJune and along major roads. they failed to 
protect cIvIlians from attack. 

The UNAMSll human rights section continued to 
report abuses and promote protection of human nghts, 
Including by provldmg human rights traimng for polIce 
and prison officers and UNAMSIL troops. With the 
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
It contributed towards estabhshmga Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and a National Human 
Rights Commission. both provided by the peace 
agreement 

In October a UN Security Council delegation visited 
Sierra leoneand recommended that, while maintaining 
military pressure, priority be given to dialogue With RUF 
leaders. It also recommended development of a 
comprehensIve and coordinated strategy for Sierra 
leone. The UN Secretary-General Visited Sierra Leone In 
early December to assess the peace-keepingoperauon 

Impunity 
The peace agreement had prOVided a general amnesty 
for all acts undertaken In pursUIt of the connlct bUl liS 
collapse forced reconsideration of this prOVISion, In 
June the government requested UN assistance 10 
establish a speCial court 10 try leading RUF members 

AI and other human rights o�anizations Insisted that 
trials focus on those most responsible for grave human 
rights abuses, whether members of the RUF, AFRC, 
Sierra Leone Army or CDF, and regardless of current 
political position or affiliation. 

In August the UN Security Council decided 10 
establish a Special Court for Sierra Leone to prosecute 
those mOst responsible for crimes against humanity, 
war crimes and other serious violations of 
international humanitarian law. Commenting on the 
SpeCial Court's draft Statute in November, AI called for 
the Court to have jUrisdiction over crimes committed 
since the conflict began in 1991 rather than, as 
proposed, from November 1996; for any recrUItment of 
children under the age of 15 years, whether forced or 
voluntary, to be defined as a crime; and for adequate 
and sustained funding for the Court. 

Since the Court would only try a limited number of 
cases, Al stressed that ItS establishment must prOVide 
long-term benefits to the national Judicial system, 
which had to be rebUIlt and strengthened In order 
eventually 10 assume responsibility for trying 
perpetrators of human rights abuses. 

Military assistance to rebel forces 
The governments of liberia and Burkina Faso were 
consistently cued as violaung a UN arms embargo on 
rebel forces. They were accused of transfernng arms 
and ammunition through their territories and trading 
diamonds from rebel-held areas. The Liberian 
government came under growing diplomatic pressure 
to end Its support for the RUF 

International attention focused increasingly on 
"conflict diamonds". In July the UN Security Council 
Imposed an 18-month prohlbnion on dIrect or indirect 
Import of rough diamonds from Sierra Leone, other 
than those certified by the government. The 
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International diamond Industry Introduced measures 
towards regulating trade. 

A UN Panel of Expens was established In August to 
investigate the link between the diamond trade and the 
conflict In Sierra Leone, Including the Implication of the 
governments of liberia and BurklOa Faso. It published a 
report In December which unequivocally establIshed 
the involvement of both governments by means of 
lOternational networks of arms and diamond brokers, 
dealers and transporters based in many countries. It 
made recommendations for effective Implementation 
of the bans on IlliCit diamond trading and arms 
transfers. 

AI public statements, selected country reports 
and visits 
Reports and statements 
• Sierra Leone: United Nations Secunty Council must 

ensure the protection of civIlians (AI Index: AFR 
51/015/2000) 

• Sierra Leone: Rape and other forms of sexual Violence 
agaInst girls and women (AI Index: AFR 
51 1035/2000) 

• Sierra Leone: Amnesty International calls for fast and 
effective action on diamonds (AI Index: AFR 
51 /054/2000) 

• Sierra Leone: Endmg Impunity - an opportUnity not to 
be mISsed (AI Index: AFR 51 1060 12000) 

• Sierra Leone: Childhood -a casualty of conflict (AI 
Index: AFR 51 1069/2000) 

• Sierra Leone: Recommendations on the draft Statute of 
the Special Court (AI Index: AFR 51 108312000) 

• Sierra Leone: UN Investigation exposes continuing 
trade In arms and dlamonds(Al lndex: AFR 
51 1086/2000) 

Visits 
Al delegates vIsited Sierra Leone in March, May, June and 
JUly. They met President Ahmad Te,an Kabbah and 
members o!the governmen� RUF leader Foday Sankoh 
and UN officials, as well as members of non­
governmental organizations and victims of human rights 
abuses. Research was undertaken in Freetown and 
Northern and Eastern Provinces. 
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SIN GA PORE 

REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE 
Head of state: S.R. Nathan 
Head of government: Goh ChokTong 
Capital: Singapore City 
Population: 3.1 million 
Offidal languages: Chinese, Malay, Tamil, EnglISh 
Death penalty: retentlonist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the involve­
mentofchildren In armed conflict 

Freedom of expression continued to be curbed by an 
array of restrictive legislation and by the effects of 
civil defamation suits against political opponents. At 
least 29 Jehovah's Witnesses were imprisoned during 
the year. Death sentences continued to be imposed 
and 21 people were executed. Criminal offenders, 
including juveniles. were sentenced to caning. 

Background 
The ruling People's Action Pany (PAP), in power since 
1959. continued to dominate the political scene, With 80 
out of8) elected seats in parliament. In May parliament 
passed the PolitIcal Donations Act, which sets tight 
limitson anonymous donations to political parties and 
prohibits Civil society organizations from receiv10g 
foreign funding. OpPOsition leaders criticized the new 
legislation, saying It would make it more difficult for 
Singapore's small opposition partieS to raise funds. 
They also expressed fears that the activities of non­
govemmental organizations would be adversely affected 

Restrictions on freedom of expression and 
assembly 
Although no new civil defamation suits were filed by 
government leaders. this practice continued to be 
misused to curb the right to freedom of expression and 
the right of political opponents to participate freely in 
public life. An array of restrictive legislation also 
remained In place, underm10lng the rights to freedom 
of expression and assembly 

In May police refused to Issue a permit fora public 
forum on homosexuality. claimmg it would be contrary 
to the public interest. Under Slngapore's Penal Code, 
homosexual acts between consenting adults may incur 
lengthy prison terms. In recent years the authorities 
have also denied a gay and lesbian support group 
permiSSion to register under the Societies Act 

In September, as part of an apparent attempt to 
encoura�e pubhc debate on Issues of national concern, 
the authorities allowed the creation of a new open-air 
forum. known as the �Speakers' Corner- Opposition 
leaders voiced their sceptiCism about the �Speakers' 
Corner-, reiterating concerns that there could be no 
true freedom of speech without reform of restrictive 
laws such as the Internal Security Act, which al lows for 
indefinite detention without trial. In December. police 
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refused 10 issue a permIt to the organizers of a 
marathon run to commemorate international human 
rights day 
Civil defamation suits 
JB Jeyaretnam. the 74-year-old leader of the 
oPPosItion Workers' Party, conunued to face 
bankruptcy and the loss of his parliamentary seat. One 
set of proceedings stemmed from a defamation 
payment awarded agamst him, as the editor of the 
Workers' Party newsletter, for allegedly defamlOg a PAP 
parliamentarian and mne other members of the ethnic 
Tami! community In an article written by a colleague in 
1995. In October, eight of the plaintiffs lodged a 
bankruptcy petition against J-B. Jeyaretnam, but later 
agreed to accept payment of the defamation award in 
Instalments. 

In December, in a separale case, a court awarded 
over 66,000 Singapore dollars (approximately 
US$)8,ooo) to J. B_ Jeyaretnam after ruling 10 hiS favour 
against a lawyer who had failed to pay costs previously 
awarded against him Immediately followmg thiS, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and four others, including 
three PAP parliamentarians. applied to the courts to 
seize the 66,000 Singapore dollars awarded to JB. 
Jeyaretnam on the grounds that a 1996 defamation 
award against the Central CounCil of the Workers' Party 
had not been paid m full. There were concerns that the 

timing of thiS application appeared deSigned to prevent 
J-B- Jeyaretnam from paying further instalments of 
damages in the Workers' Party newsletter case, thereby 
bankruptIng him 

Conscientious objectors 
At least 29 conscientious objectors to military service 
were imprtsoned during the year. All were members of 
the banned Jehovah's Witnesses religious group There 
was no alternative civilian service for conscientious 
objectors [Q military service 

Death penalty 
The death penalty was mandatory for drug trafficklOg, 
murder, treason and certain firearms offences_ At least 
five death sentences were reportedly passed dUring the 
year and 21 people were executed by hanging, 17 of 
whom had been convicted of drug trafficklOg. In reply 
to a parliamentary question, the MinIster of Home 
Affairs revealed that )40 people were executed 
between 1991 and 2000, giving Singapore possibly one 
of the highest execution rates In the world, relative to 
its population. This was the first time special 
government statistics relating to the use of the death 
penalty had been made available. 

Cruel judicial punishment 
Caning, which consututes cruel. inhuman or degradmg 
punishment, remained mandatory for some 30 crimes, 
includmg attempted murder, rape. armed robbery. drug 
traffickmg, l1 1egal lmmigratlon offences and vandahsm. 
Drug addicts also faced a mandatory camng sentence 
and imprisonment If they had been admitted more than 
twice to a drug rehabilitation centre. 
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SLOVA KIA 

SlOVAK REPUBLIC 
He.d oht.te: RudolfSchuster 
Head of government: Mlkul�$ Dzunnda 
capital: Bratislava 
Population: 5.4 million 
Offici.l l.ngu'ge: Slov.k 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

There were reports of il'-treatmentot Rama by police 
officers, and of the authorities failing to protect 
Roma from violence by skin head gangs. 
Conscientious objectors to mil itary service faced 
imprisonment 

Violence against Rom. 
Rama continued to (ace poverty, social discrimination 
and racist violence. Forexample, In March residents of 
Hlohovec town collected signatures to oppose plans by 
municipal authorities to move Rama into a house in a 
predominantly non-Romani neighbourhood. In August 
Vitazoslav M6rIC, a member of the National Council 
(parliament), stated In a radio broadcast that 
reservations for Roma should be established. In 
September the National Council stripped Vltazoslav 
M6riC of his immunity from proseCution, al lowing him 
to be charged with incitement to racial hatred. but no 
charges had been brought by the end of 2000 
a In AugUSt, three men broke into a home in 2i1ina 
and beat Anastazla Bal.Uova and her daughters with 
baseball bats. Anastazla Balalova. mother of eight, died 
three days later. Two of her children were treated for 
mJurles. Prime Minister Dzurinda promised to ensure 
�that this criminal act is investigated as soon as 
possible- In October the police charged four suspects 
with crimes includmg racially motivated infliction of 
bodily harm, resultmg In death. 
a In April a group of around 15 skinheads attacked 
three Roma In Poprad, hitting one on the head with an 
iron bar Two police officers who arrived at the scene 
physically assaulted Romani witnesses of the skin head 
attack. After another police patrol arrived, Emil Mlrga 
and his sons Robert. Maros and Milan were taken mto 
custody for allegedly assaulting the police. All four 
were reportedly beaten In the police station. Another 
man, i.:ubomlr Sarissky, had been shot and killed In the 
same police station in August '999. The police officer 
responsible for that shooting was sentenced in October 
to a suspended one-year prison sentence. 
Violent police raids 
There were further reports of Violent police raids on 
entire Romani communities. ostenSibly in order to 
arrest criminal suspects. 
a In September, In the Romani neighbourhood of 
Plavecky Stvrtok, masked police officers broke mto 
houses and reportedly beat and kicked women, 
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children and men. The police were allegedly looking for 
three Romani men. Nadefda Huberova was awoken by 
seven masked orricers who kicked open the door of her 
house. Her lo-year-old daughter reportedly suffered an 
epileptiC fit when they pushed her out of her bed. 

International organizations 
In August, the UN Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial DiSCrimination expressed concern at the 
"persistence of acts of violence by groups. particularly 
skinheads. directed towards Roma and other ethniC 
minorities". The Committee recommended that 
Slovakla should strengthen procedures for timely and 
thorough investigations and effective prosecutions 
against racist organizations. 

InJune the CounCil of Europe's European 
CommiSSion against Racism and Intolerance published 
a report detailing problems faCing the Romani 
community In Slovakia The report highlighted racial 
Violence and harassment and the apparent lack of 
pOlice response to such incidents. 

Conscientious objection 
In July an amended Law on CiVIlian Service came Into 
force which obliges the military authorities to inform 
recruits about their right to apply for alternative 
service. AI expressed concern about the tlme limits that 
were retained in the amended law, which effectively 
disqualify people who develop a conscientious 
objection to military service after being conscripted. 

AI country report 
• Slovakia: Conscientious objector Milan Kobolka - a 

possible prisoner of conscience (AI Index: EUR 
71 /001 /2000) 

Amnesty 'nte,nationai lWport 2001 



SLOVENIA 

REPUBLIC O F  SlOVENIA 
Head of state: Milan Kutan 
Head ofgovernment:AndreJ BaJuk 
Capital: ljubljana 
Population: 1.99 million 
Official language: Slovenlan 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children In armed conflict 

There were reports of ill·treatment and excessive use 
of force by police officers. Conditions in reception 
centres for refugees and asylum-seekers were 
inadequate and in at least one case reportedly 
amounted todegrading treatment. 

In May the UN (ommitteeagalnst Torture reviewed 
Slovenia's Initial report on its implementation of the 
Convention against Torture. In its ConclUSions and 
Recommendations, the Committee expressed concern 
that the present Slovenian Criminal Code, adopted In 
1994, does not Include torture as a cnmlnal offence. 
Slovenia's report argued that crimes withm the 
Convention's definition of torture -specifically the 
Infliction of aggravated and seriOUS bodily harm and the 
abuse of power by state officials - were incorporated 10 
the Criminal Code. However, the Comminee stated that 
the Convention definitiOn of torture was more 
comprehenSive than merely inflicting bodily harm and 
that failure to include torture as defined by the 
Convention In criminal law led to people gUilty of torture 
not being appropriately punished. The Committee was 
alsoconcemed about allegauonsof police iJI·treatment 
and use of excessive force against people in custody, in 
particular members of the Romani community. In 
addition, Slovenian 1�lslatlon on the treatment of aliens 
allowed, under certain circumstances, for the expulsion 
of people to countries where they could be at risk of 
torture, which constitutes a breach of the Convention. 

In November the European Court of Human Rights 
found that Slovenla had breached several proviSions of 
the European Convention on Human Rights in the case 
of Ernst Rehbock, a German national who had been ill· 
treated by Slovenian police in September 1995. The 
Court concluded that the arresting officers had used 
unwarranted force, as a result of which Ernst Rehbock 
had his jaw broken and sustained further Injuries. In 
addition, his right to have the legality of his detention 
reviewed promptly had been violated as it took local 
courts several months to deCide on hiS complaint 
against his detention. 

Reports of ill-treatment by police officers Increased 
from late 1999 onwards. Police officers resorted to 
exceSSive force in several instances against young 
people and children. 
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B DUring the night of 21 t022April, 16-year-old Goran 
Razgorsek was reportedly beaten by police In the town 
ofSlovenJ Gradec. Goran Razgorsek left a local 
discotheque around midmght with some friends and 
then found that his motor cycle had a flat tyre. While he 
was calling his parents on his mobile phone, twO 
passmg police officers accused him and hiS friends of 
making a noise and of havmg damaged a traffiC sign 
They then ordered Goran Razgorsek to come With them 
to the police station. One officer reportedly grabbed his 
arm, tWisted It behmd hiS back, punched him in the 
chest and threw him on the ground. While he was Iymg 
on the ground, Goran Razgorsek was reportedly kicked 
in the back and stomach by both police officers, one of 
whom also kicked him on the head. He was taken to the 
police station in Slovenj Gradec, along with three 
friends who were released after questioning. Goran 
RazgorSek was refused permiSSion to call his parents or 
a lawyer and, after being questioned, was locked in a 
cell. After an hour m the cell he became dizzy and 
vomited some blood. H,s parents were finally informed 
about hiS whereabouts and came to pick him up around 
2am. An exammauon by the SlovenJ Gradec hospital 
revealed brUlsmg to his chest and back, a tear tn hiS left 
ear lobe, brUlstng and swelling on hiS cheekbone, and a 

bump on his temple. Goran RazgorSek's parents filed a 
complaInt with the Mintstry (or Intenor Affairs in 
LJublJana which was referred back to the Slovenj 
Gradec police station, which replied that sInce the 

complaint had not been sent to them within the legally 

reqUired penod it could not be taken Into 
consideration. However, the complaint was forwarded 

to the district public prosecutor. 
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SOLOMON 

ISLANDS 

SOLOMON ISLANOS 
Head of state: Queen Elizabeth 1 1 ,  represented by John 
Inl lapli 
Head of government: Manasseh Sogavare (replaced 
aartholomew Ulufa'alu In June) 
Capital: Honiara 
Population: 0.4 million 
Official languages: Solomon Islands Pidgin, English 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all cnmes 

The conflict between rival armed political groups ­
the Malaita Eagle Force (MEF) and the Isatabu 
Freedom Movement (IFM) - continued on the 
country's main island, Guadalcanal. 80th sides 
committed human rights abuses against the civilian 
population. Scores of civilians, including women, 
children and other non<ombatants, were abducted, 
ill·treated, raped and killed; these abuses were 
attributed to the MEF, the IFM or splintergroups, 
Thousands of villager> were internally displaced and 
deprived of medical assistance and relief supplies 
during an MEF blockade. The blockade was lifted 
following the signing of a peace accord in October. 

Armed conflict and coup 
The MEF emerged as the main armed political group 
representmg the interests of settlers on Guadalcanal 
Island, The settlers, from Malaita provInce, had been 
displaced in 1999 rollowing attacks by the IFM The MEF 
declared It was uSing military force to put pressure on 
the government to provide compensation for loss of life 
and property in Malana dUring prevIous attacks by 
the lFM 

In June Malaitan paramilitary police oHicers led a 
coup and JOIned forces wllh the MEF They raided the 
maIn polIce armoury, took Prime MinIster Bartholomew 
Ulufa'alu hostage and forced him to resign. OpposiUon 
leader Manasseh Sogavare was elected as the new 
Prime MInIster aher the MEF leader threatened �all out 
war" unless parliament elected a new Prime Minister 

Following the coup, acts of intimidatIon and reprisals 
against CIVilians by both groups escalated, The MEF 
used captured police weapons to launch a series of 
major assaults against IFM positions; hundreds of 
homes in rural areas were destroyed. Perpetrators of 
human rights abuses continued to enJOY impunity and a 
climate of lawlessness prevailed on Guadalcanal and 
Malalta 

Peace talks 
South Pacific government ministers and UN 
dIsarmament experts vIsIted the country, but their 
reports were not made public. A series of peace talks 
and a cease·flre signed In AugUSt failed to halt 
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hoStilllles, but growing pressure from CIvil SOCiety and 
bUSIness groups led to a peace agreement, Signed on 15 
October In Townsvllle, Australia, by members of the 
MEF, the IFM and the government. National and 
international efforts were made to implement the 
agreement's Priority provisions, including the arrival of 
unarmed peace monitors from countries ," the region 
The peace agreement provided for, among other 
measures, the rehabihtallon of members of armed 
groups, a general amnesty for all parties to the conflict, 
reform of the police and the reintegration into the 
polIce force of officers who had jOined the MEF or IFM. 
The agreement made no provision for an invesllgation 
Into human rights violations and abuses. 

Killings 
Dozens of Civilians and other non·combatants were 
kil led; the deaths were attributed to the MEF. the [FM or 
splinter groups, Both parties to the conflict failed to 
respect the prinCiples of international humanitarian 
law, which regulate the conduct of armed conflict and 
protect civilians, FollOWing the coup, MEF fighters 
Indiscriminately shelled villages east of Honiara from a 
police patrol boat. Displaced ciVilians in the Marau 
Sound were reportedly targeted by both the MEF and 
thelFM 
a In  May the MEF was l inked to the murder ofa 
Guadalcanese man whose headless body was leh in 
Honiara central market. with a note linking the murder 
to ongolOg peace talks. His death tnggered the 
apparently revenge killing of a Malaitan man two days 
later. HiS severed head was reportedly displayed at an 
IFM roadblock. 
'" In July gunmen suspected or belonging to the MEF 

shot dead two wounded IFM members as they lay In 
their beds lO a surgical ward in the capital's Central 
Hospital Days later gunmen In MEF and paramditary 
police umforms atlacked a rural medical centre on 
Guadalcanal and opened fire on staff and patients as 
they tried to flee, killing an old man and a teenage boy. 

Both the MEF and the IFM reportedly tortured or ill· 
treated suspected members of armed political groups. 
Some captives were believed to have dIed as a result of 
torture, or to have been subsequently killed. Malaltans 
abducted by the IFM were reportedly beaten at an IFM 
camp where torture was reported to have been routine 
Suspected Guadalcanese mihtants and CiVIlians were 
reportedly tortured or iIJ·treated In MEF camps on the 
outskirts of Honiara and In the former Guadalcanal 
provincial government offices. temporarily the MEF 
-headquarters�. 
t'"j In April the MEF reportedly abducted a 
Guadalcanese man who was later seen at an MEF camp. 
suspended by wire tied to his hands and ankles. 
blee(hng and bearing the marks of severe beatings. His 
body was found several days after his abduction in a 
suburb of Honiara 
B In June two Malaitan men were captured by the 
IFM and then tortured by an IFM splinter group 
notorious for its use of Violence. They were reported to 
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have been paraded through villages with visible injuries 
before being killed and buried. In what appeared to be a 
reprisal attack, twO Guadalcanese men -John Basco, 
an 18*year*0Id student in a Catholic col1�e who had 
been evacuated to the capital to escape the fighting, 
and WalterTavai -were abducted by MEF members in 
early July. John Bosco was reportedly beaten at an MEF 
camp before being killed and secretly buried According 
to eyewitnesses, WalterTavai was beaten unconscious 
and subsequently died of his injunes. 

Other concerns 
Hostage-taking 
Allan Kemakeza, the brother of the Deputy Pnme 
Mmister, was held hostage by the [FM (Western 
Command) for 10 days in August. An IFM splinter group 
hijacked a Solomon Airlines aircraft In September and 
held the pilot hostage for two and a half weeks. 
Peace activists and journalists 
AcademiCS and other members of civil society who tried 
to engage in public debate about peace talks were 
threatened and attacked. 
ei The family of Matthew Wale, a peace activIst. was 
robbed and his relatives were beaten by gunmen linked 
to the MEF. 
a Several local journalists and their families were 
threatened by the MEF for their reports on the connict 

Displaced people 
Between 7,000 and 10,000 people fled their homes In 
rural Guada1canal dunng the year, followmg threats. 
abductions, looting and burning of their property by 
armed political groups. Humanitarian aid for those 
displaced by the conflict was intermittent. MEF 
blockades prevented essential supplies reachmg 
Guadalcanese Islanders. MEF and IFM members were 
reported to have beaten, threatened and harassed 
International Committee of the Red Cross (lCRC) staff, 
medical professionals and clerical and lay workers 
trYing to carry out humanitarian work or perform their 
reltgious duties among displaced people. The leader of 
the ICRC delegation sustained head injUries when he 
was attacked by an ethnic Malaitan gunman. 

AI country report 
• Solomon Islands: A forgotten conflict (AI Index: ASA 

43/005/2000) 

Amnesty Internatlona' Report 2001 

SOM 

SOMALIA 

SOMALIA 
Head of state: Abdiqaslm Salad Hassan; Head of 
Somaliland Republic: Mohamed Ibrahlm Egal; Head of 
Puntland Reg ional State: Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed 
Head of transitional government: Ali Khalif Gelayadh 
Capital: Mogadishu 
Population: 6.9 mill ion 
Official language: Somali 
Death penalty: retentlonist 

After having no central government since 1991, the 
collapsed state of Somalia gained a transitional 
government in July, which started to work for control 
ofthe south of the country. Outbreaks of fighting in 
the south between armed clan-based militias linked 
to political factions were frequent throughout 2000. 
There was no central judicial or police system, 
leaving Islamic courts, which did not follow 
international standards offair trial, as the only 
courts in the south. They condemned several 
prisoners to death and their militias executed them. 
Scores of civilians were killed in inter<lan fighting. 
Human rights abuses also included kidnappings 
(often for ransom) of civilians and humanitarian 
agency staff. Prisoners of conscience were held in 
Somaliland and Puntiand for attending or 
supporting a Somali peace conference in Djibouti, 
and their trials failed to meet international fair trial 
standards. 

Background 
Peace conference and formation of transitional 
central government 
Somalia has had no central government since the state 
collapsed in 1991. Twelve previous peace conferences in 
the past decade had failed to resolve the conflict. 

In 2000, a major new peace and reconciliation 
conference was held In Arta, Djibouti. supported by the 
UN and other donors and intergovernmental 
organizations Including the European Umon and Arab 
League. The conference met between May and August 
with over 2,000 delegates from Somalia and the 
worldwide Somali diaspora, Delegates Included clan 
elders, leaders of most of the armed and unarmed 
political factions, and representatives of Civil society 
including human rights groups, women and minorities 
Notable absentees opposing the conference were the 
self*proclalmed governments of Somali land and 
Puntland and four �war*lords· headlng armed factions 
In Mogadishu. 

in July the conference agreed on the formation of a 
transitional national assembly, which in August elected 
Abdlqaslm Salad Hassan. an exile and former Somalia 
government Minister of the Interior. as President for 
three years. The assembly comprised 245 members, 44 
from each of the four major clans. with 25 seats for 
women and 24 for the mmorlties, leavmg 20 members to 
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be apPOinted later by the President of DJiboutl. In 
October President Abdiqaslm Salad Hassan appointed a 
Prime Minister, who formed an interim government 
based in Mogadlshu. It (aced opposition from the 
governments of Somali land and Puntland, Hussein 
Mohamed Aideed's Somali National Alliance faction, 
and other factions which controlled parts of Mogadishu 
and the south. There were promises of substantially 
Increased international aid and support. The new 
President made a commitment to protect human rights. 
He began to form a new national army and police force, 
to demobilize faction militias, and to seek international 
recognition as well as support among Somalis for the 
peace process and (or the transitional government 
Somaliland and Puntland 
The Sornaliland Republic in the northwesl continued to 
seek International recognition. In February its 
parliament declared that attendance at the peace 
conference or participation In any resulting 
transitional government constiruted treason. 
Somaliland contmued to consolidate Its Institutions of 
government and economic reconstruCtion, although 
adherence by courts to International fair trial 
standards was weak. In early 2000 the Somaliland 
authorities arrested some Ethiopian and Entrean 
refugees, deporting some and raising fears of forcible 
return of people at risk of human rights violations. 

The Puntland Regional State accepted that It could be 
part of a federal unitary Somali state In the future, but 
its government boycotted the peace conference, 
repressing any local support for it. A constitution was 
drafted for a proposed Punt land constitutional 
conference in 2001 

Civilian victims of armed conflict 
Throughout 2000 there were periodic outbreaks of 
fightmg between clan or faction militias in the south, 
involving killings of ciVilians as well as combatants. 
Weapons were easily available. The greatest areas of 
tension -the UN-designated Mzones of COnnlCtM - were 
m the Kismayu area, in Mogadishu where different 
clan-based factions controlled territory, in the Bay and 
Bakol r�ion and lower Shebelle where the Rahanwein 
Resistance Army had Ethiopian army support against 
Hussem Mohamed Aldeed's forces. and in Gedo region 
bordering Ethiopia which was contested between 
Ethiopian troops, Islamist militias and local clan forces. 

There were kil lings and reprisal killings of clan 
opponents, expulsions of members of other clans, 
cases of kidnapping as well as acknowledged detention, 
and torture or ill-treatment of prisoners. Women and 
the minorities were particularly vulnerable to abuses 
including rape, kil ling and theft of land and property. 
The minorities at risk. who had suffered most from 
militia attacks in the cIvil wars and social 
diSCrimination, included urban coastal peoples 
(Benadiri or Rer Hamar). Bantu agriculturalists 
frequently subjected to forced labour, artisan groups 
(Midgan, Tumal. Yibi,) and fishing people (Bajuni). 
Cl In June. six unarmed Bantu people were killed by 
clan gunmen in a land dispute near Jowhar in central 
Somalia 
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Attacks o n  humanitarian personnel 
In February the Somalia Aid Coordination Body 
complained of Increasing attacks on aid staff, premises 
and relief convoys, and theft of humanttarlan supplies. 
The UN Security Council In June condemned attacks on 
Civilians and humanttarlan personnel. In July. two 
international staff of Action against Hunger were 
abducted in Mogadlshu and held by faction-related 
gunmen for almost two months. 

Freedom of expression 
Freedom of expression was very limited. wnh little 
tolerance by government authorities or armed factions 
for cnticism by individuals or the media. Political 
entitIes in the south included political factions. mostly 
with armed milttias, and unarmed groups including 
community-based organizations. Human rights groups 
such as the Or Ismail (enter for Human Rights, and 
community groups such as members of the Peace and 
Human RIghts Network in Mogadlshu, pressed the 
factions to observe human rights. 

There were no political parties allowed 10 Somali/and 
or Puntland. In Somaliland there were several cases of 
people imprisoned as pnsoners of conscience during 
2000 on account of their peaceful opinions or beliefs. 
including Abdiqadir Awil Nur. detained in mid-20oo for 
converung to Christianity. in June the Somaliland 
parliament passed a law allowing the formation of 
three political parties to contest elections planned 
for 2001. 
Peace conference supporters 
In several areas there were clashes between supporters 
and opponents of the Djibouti peace conference. There 
were violent confrontations in Mogadishu. In 
Somaliland and Punt land the authonties arrested 
people returning from the conference. lnJuly the UN 
Independent Expert on Human RIghts In Somalia 
appealed to the Somaliland and Puntland authOrities to 
stop harassing peace conference supporters. Tensions 
and threats of Violence persisted after the Inauguration 
of the new government. In late 2000 a former army 
general supervising demobilization of militias and a 
member of the transitional assembly were assassinated 
in Mogadishu. 
Cl In Somali land, police arrested AbdirahmanOsman 
Alin in March in Hargeisa for attending the peace 
conference preparatory meeting. He was released by a 
court after three months. 
a Garad Abshlr Salad, a member of the transitional 
assembly and also of the Punt land parliament, was 
arrested in September in Berbera while in transit from 
Puntland. He was jailed for seven years by a court after 
a brief, unfair trial. President Egal ordered hiS pardon 
and release three weeks later. 

Several other dissident Somalilanders, including a 
Garhajis clan leader, were arrested later tn 2000 on the 
same grounds. They were freed without charge after 
short periods and President Egal subsequently 
announced that in future no one would be arrested for 
supporting the peace conference. 

In Punt land, demonstratiOns in April in support of 
the peace conference were attacked by police who 
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briefly detained demonstrators, and there were several 
reported deaths. A Djiboutlan teleVISion reporter was 
briefly detained in November on account of hiS 
reporting of the peace process. 
Journal ists arrested 
Journalists 10 Mogadishu were frequently at risk of 
violence by faction militias. A new Press Law In 
Puntland imposed restrictions on media freedom. 
a In March. Mohamed AIi Salad of Oarannewspaper 
was abducted and beaten by gunmen in Mogadishu on 
account of an article criticizing busmess leaders for 
causing environmental degradation. 
a In Punt land, Mohamed Abdulkddir Ahmed of Sahan 
newspaper was arrested In Bossaso in July for 
Criticizing the official boyeon orlhe peace conference. 

Absence of rule of law 
There was no central system of administration of 
justice in the south. In an increasing number of areas, 
local Islamic courts with their own militias were set up 
and partially accepted as a means of establishing 
security and justice, in addition to informal traditional 
clan mechanisms for conflict resolution. However, they 
did not follow recognized standards of fair trial and 
judicial competence. These courts imposed several 
death sentences. which were immediately carried out. 
and noggings. No amputations were reported 
during 2000. 

a In April an Islamic court near Merca in Lower 
Shebelle region reportedly convicted a woman of a 
morality offence and sentenced her to death by 
stoning, but the execution was suspended as she was 
pregnant. 

In Somaliland and Puntland there were emergent 
judicial administrations and police forces. but with 
inconsistent respect for legal rights. Human rights 
defenders in Somali land criticized arburary detentions. 
unfair trials, poor prison conditions and cases of 
torture and unlawful killing by police. 

Impunity 
In no part of the former state were public officIals 
known to have been prosecuted for human nghts 
violations. past or present. Several held new public 
office, Including some prominent alleged war cnmlnals 
of the former Siad Barre government (1969-1991) who 
were nominated by their clans to the transitional 
national assembly. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
Head of state and government: Thabo Mbeki 
Capital: Pretoria 
Population: 40.3 million 
Official languages: Afrikaans, EnglISh, Ndebele, Pedl, 
Sotho, Swazi, Tsonga, Tswana, Venda, Xhosa, Zulu 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Crimmal Court; African Charter on the 
Rights and Welfare of the Child 

There were reports of i ll-treatment, torture and 
unjustified use of lethal force by police and security 
forces. Asylum-seekers and suspected illegal 
immigrants were also victims of officia I i ll-treatment 
or racially motivated attacks. Further evidence 
emerged about past human rights violations during 
trial proceedings against the former head of the 
Chemical and Biological Warfare program and in 
hearings held by the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission's Amnesty Committee. Human rights 
defenders were harassed and attacked because of 
their work.. 

Background 
Local government elections were held nationally in 
December. They were largely peaceful and the rul1ng 
African National Congress (ANC) won an overall 
majority of votes. However, 10 several provinces there 
were IOcldents of violence, including in KwaZulu Natal 
where a number of election candidates were killed or 
injured in the run-up to the electJons. 

Continuing offIcial and public concern at levels of 
violent crime, large-scale circulatIon of Il legal weapons 
and a spate of bombings 10 the Cape Town area led to a 
number of high profile jOint military and police security 
operations in different parts of the country. 
Investigators from the Office of the National Director of 
Public Prosecutions and the police arrested and 
charged a number of members of People Against 
Gangsterism and Drugs (PAGAD) in connection with 
killings and other violence in the Cape Town area In 
October Investigators seized from the South African 
Broadcasting Corporation and other media 
organizations film footage which was then apparently 
used as a baSIS for arresting three PAGAD members in 
connection With the public killing of gang leader 
Rashaad Staggle In 1996. Two prosecution witnesses 
were killed in December. 

The South African law Commission Issued an interim 
report on a proposed anti-terrorism bm, which 
contained prOVISions for prolonged detention without 
charge for interrogation of individuals believed to have 
information on terrorist acts. 

The government and the statutory Human Rights 
Commission held a number of hearings and a national 
conference examining patterns of racism in the 
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country, preparatory to the UN World Conference 
against Racism In 2001. The Human Rights Commission 
also held heanngs intO alleged racist practices in media 
institutions. 

The Constitutional Court in September upheld the 
appeal by an applicant refused employment by South 
African Airways because of his HIV status. In its ruling 
the Court drew attention to the stigma attached to the 
I llness and the importance of ensunng that those living 
with it enjoy special protection from the law. 

Human rtghts VIolations by the security forces 
There were reports of torture, iII·treatment and 
unjustified use of lethal force by the security forces, 
including military units based In KwaZulu Natal 
province, primarily in the context of crime 
investigation and searches for Illegal weapons. 
InCidents included the cases below. 
el In April, police tied 16*year-old Siphiwo Zide and 
another youngster suspected of Involvement in a 
robbery with ropes to a police vehicle which was then 
driven away. Slphlwo Zlde died when his head was 
crushed under a wheel. In September, three Barkley 
East police officers were charged with offences 
including culpable homiCide and assault with intent to 
do grievous boddy harm, following an investigation by 
the statutory oversight body, the independent 
Complaints Directorate (ICD). 
a in June, 16-year-old Simon Khubeka was arrested 
without warrant by a police officer investigating animal 
stock theft. While in custody at Vllliers police station he 
was allegedly assaulted and verbally abused by 
another. white, officer who forced him to maintalO 
painful physical postures for prolonged periods and 
repeatedly punched him and banged hiS head against a 
wall. Following his release without charge Simon 
Khubeka required hospital treatment. 
a In July a woman police officer, Sergeant Nozlpho 
Ntoni, was beaten, kicked, stamped on and threatened 
With a gun in her home by a senior police officer from 
Blsho police station in the Eastern Cape, with whom she 
was involved in a personal relationship. Bleeding from 
her injuries, she attempted to lay a charge against him 
at the police station, but was again assaulted by the 
same officer In the presence of other, junior-ranking, 
orficers. The next day she reported the case to King 
William's Town police station whose officers attempted 
to arrest the perpetrator but were prevented by hiS 
brother, also a senior police officer Following ICD 
Investigations, the perpetrator was arrested and 
charged with assault with Intent to do grievous 
bodily harm. 
a Six soldiers and a Police Reservist were charged m 
a magistrates' court with murder in connection with the 
death of 3)*year-old Basil Jaca at Flaxton Farm, near 
Ixopo. They were accused of beating Basil Jaca at hiS 
home on I July and assaulting him by repeatedly 
pushing a rme Into hiS anus, while demanding to know 
the whereabouts of a gun. The doctor who later 
examined him failed to refer him to hospital although 
Basil Jaca was bleeding. in great pain and barely able to 
walk. He died on 2July. 
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a Four police officers were charged with murder and 
released on bail in connection with the suspected 
extrajudicial execullon of an ANC parliamentarian, 
Bheki Mhkize, in july. He was shot dead when about a 
dozen members of the Public Order Police Unit based at 
Ulundi in KwaZulu Natal raided his home, apparently 
searching for weapons. Independent forenSIc and other 
evidence gathered by the ICD indicated that he was 
shot intentionally at close range by the police. 

Impunity 
The trial of the former head of the Chemical and 
Biological Warfare program. Or WOuler Basson, for 
murder and attempted murder of opponents of the 
apartheid government. and on other charges, continued 
in the Pretoria High Court. The Court heard evidence 
from prosecution witnesses of covert operations to 
elimlOate Identified enemies of the state, and of the 
killing of members of the security forces who threatened 
to expose these operations. Witnesses testified about 
their involvement in the �dumping� of bodies or of semi­
comatose individuals from a1rcraft into the seas. The 
Victims included imprisoned members of the South West 
Africa People's Organizal1on (SWAPO). Some of the 
victims were allegedly Injected with toxic chemicals by 
or under the instruction of the accused and others, 
including military doctors. Otherw1tnesses told the 
Court of their involvement, as members of clandestine 
army units, in attempted killings of government 
opponents in the 1980s. 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
The Amnesty Committee of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) continued Its hearings on 
applications for amnesties. Cases conSidered included 
applications from former police commissioner johan 
van der Merwe and former Vlakplaas security police 
commander Eugenede Kock for the raid in December 
1985 into Lesotho which led to the killing of six ANC 
members and three lesotho nationals; from former 
secunty police officers for the death in detention in 1982 
of trade unionist Neil Aggett; and from members of a 
covert military unit for theanempted murder of 
government opponents, includinga current 
government minister, Dullah Omar, during the 1980s. 

The Committee granted amnesty to, among others, 
former Azanlan People's liberation Army commander 
PhtJa Dolo, who ad mined to ordering an attack which 
resulted in the deaths of three white Civilians travelling 
in a vehicle 10 March 1993- The decision to grant 
amnesty to former security police member Craig 
Williamson and explosives expert jerry Raven, for the 
killings of exiled apartheid government opponents 
Ruth First and jeanette Schoon and slx·year-old Katryn 
Schoon in the early 1980s, was challenged by surv1vlng 
family members. They lodged an appeal for judicial 
review of the decision on the grounds that the 
applicants failed to make full disclosure and meet other 
requirements of the law, in addition to their failure to 
show any remorse for the deaths they caused. 

in September the Minister of justice. Penuell 
Maduna, stated that the government would finalize by 
the end of 2000 its policy on reparations for the 
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thousands of people whom the TRe had declared In 
1998 to be eligible for compensation. The government's 
apparent reluctance to Implement the TRC's 
recommendations led to public canniet with the TRe 
and protests by viclim support groups. 

Human rights defenders 
Human rights lawyers and members of investigation 
bodies were subjected to physical attack. death threats 
or other forms of harassment as a consequence of 
their work. 
a In July an ICD Investigator, Velaphi Kwela, was 
killed on his way to carry out an arrest. He was shot 
seven times and thrown out arhls vehicle. The vehicle 
and the Investigation dockets he had with him were nOl 
recovered. 
a Two police officers were acquitted by a 
magistrates' court of perjury and of attempung to 
defeat the course of justice In connection with 
investigations into the 1998 Richmond tavern 
massacre. Two of their lawyers were subjected to death 
threats and damage to their property during the course 
of the trial. The trial proceedings and the court's ruling 
revealed eVidence of possible complicity of National 
Intelligence agents in killings in the Richmond area, 
and conflicts between police. Justice and intelligence 
officials which undermined the effectiveness of 
subsequent investigations. 
a In September magistrate PieterTheron, who was 
hearing a case against PAGAD members, was killed In a 
dnve-by shooting outside hiS home in Cape Town. 
a In October Zackie Achmat, a member of the 
Treatment Action Campaign, was arrested and charged 
With Importing generic drugs to treat AIDS patients 
unable to afford patented drugs. This prosecution 
underlined the human rights dimensions of the conflict 
between non-governmental organizations, the 
government and drug companies over the Importation 
or manufacture of cheap life-saving drugs in South 
Africa. 

Refugee concerns 
The government ordered the arrest of members of the 
police East Rand Dog Unit after being shown film 
footage of police officers deliberately inciting dogs to 
maul three captive suspected illegal immigrants from 
Mozambique. The helpless men were attacked by the 
dogs. as well as being beaten and subjected to racist 
verbal abuse by the police officers. Although the 
incident had taken place in 1998, the broadcasting of 
the footage on state televiSion in November 2000 led (0 
a public outcry and statements by offiCials and civil 
society organizations on the need to address persistent 
problems of racism and xenophobia. Six police officers 
were later charged in a magistrate's court with 
abduction and assault With Intent to do grievous bochly 
harm before being released on bail. 

In separate reports the Human Rights Commission 
and the non-governmental Human Rights Committee 
documented abuses of undocumented migrants and 
asylum-seekers. These included unlawfully prolonged 
detentions, poor conditions and beatings of detainees 
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by guards at Llndela Repatriation Centre. assaults by 
police officers involved In the arrest of suspected 
illegal Immigrants, and arbitrary and verbally abUSive 
conduct towards asylum-seekers by Department of 
Home Affairs officials. 

In March the police launched an anti-Crime initiative. 
Operation Crackdown, with the arrest by police and 
soldiers of over 7,000 alleged illegal immigrants in the 
Johannesburgarea. The raids were allegedly 
accompanied by abuses such as beatings and theft, as 
well as arbitrary arrests of individuals with a legal right 
of residence. 

The 1998 Refugee Act, which was brought Into effect 
In 2000, denies asylum-seekers the fight to education 
and the right to seek employment until they have been 
granted refugee status. 

In December, the High Court ordered the government 
to release offiCial correspondence relatmg to the 
deportation to the USA of a Tanzanian national. Khalfan 
Khamis Mohammed. He faced a poSSible death penalty 
for hiS alleged involvement in the 1998 bombing of the 
US Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya, and was allegedly 
removed from South Africa wnhout an extradition 
hearing, as required under SOUlh African law 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• South Africa: Amnesty International welcomes 

Government action against racially motivated violence 
by police (AI Index: AFR 53/003/2000) 

• South Africa: Preserving the gains for human nghts in 
the 'war agatnst crime': Memorandum to the South 
African Governmentand South African law 
CommiSSion on the draft Anti-Terronsm Bill, 2000 (AI 
Index: AFR 53/004/2000) 

• South Africa: POints of clarification on Amnesty 
International's comments on torture (AI Index: AFR 
53/006/2000) 

Visits 
AI delegates visited South Africa in October to conduct 
research and meet officials concerning allegations of 
police and mil itary complicity in the ill-treatmentof 
individuals in custody. In March AI co-sponsored with 
several regional non-governmental organizations a 
workshop in Pretoria on policing and human rights In 
southern African countries, 
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KINGDOM O F  SPAIN 
Head of state: King Juan Garlos I de Borb6n 
Head of government: Jose Marfa Aznar l6pez 
Capital: Madnd 
Population: 39 6 million 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all cnmes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the Involve· 
mentof children In armed conflict; Optional Protocol to 
the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the 
International Cnminal Court 

There was unprecedented racist violence against 
foreign workers. mainly from North Africa. in El Ejido 
(Almerla). Allegations of rac ..... elated i II·treatment by 
police officers increased. A large rise in the numbers 
of undocumented foreign nationals arriving on 
southern shores prompted claims that the 
authorities were failing to provide basic 
humanitarian care and that detention facilities were 
inhuman and degrading. A new law came into force 
that severely restricted the rights of undocumented 
immigrants, fined companies fortransporting them, 
and provided for an accelerated expUlsion procedure. 
Allegations of ill-treatment in prisons persisted, as 
did allegations of torture made by suspected 
members of the Basque armed group Euskadi Ta 
Askatasuna (ETA). Basque Homeland and Freedom. 
ETA committed numerous human rights abuses in 
which 23 people. the majority civilian. were shot 
dead or killed bycar bombs and many others. 
including children, were injured. There was an 
increase in acts of "street violence" by groups 
reportedly close to ETA. including arson. bombings 
and death threats. The government proposed new 
penal measures, including increased penalties for 
minors convicted of politically motivated violence. 

Police brutality conlJnued to be Widely reported and 
there was a rise In allegations relating to ill-treatment 
of immigrants or others of non-European ethnic origin 
Allegations were mainly of beallngs With truncheons, 
punches. kicks, slaps and Insults by officers of the local. 
national and autonomous police forces. A number 
referred to Ill-treatment of Immigrants. including 
minors. In the Spanish North African enclaves ofCeuta 
and Melllla. and there werecnttclsms about police 
passivity In connection with Ill-treatment of 
Immigrants In El EJldo where. In February. several days 
of race riots had forced some foreign workers to nee to 
the foothills of the mountalOs 

Allegations of torture made by ETA suspects held In 
IncommuOlcadodetentlon persisted In Apnl the 
European Committee for the Prevemion of Torture and 
Inhuman or DegradlOg Treatmem or PUOlshment (CP'O 
described a 1997VISlt to ETA pnsoner Jesus Arkauz Arana 
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The CPT commented that hiS accoum of Ill-treatment by 
CIVil Guards. followmg expulSion from France and while 
being held Incommunicado. was techmcally credlble and 
"the manner In whICh hedescnbed the sensation of losing 
consciousness as a result of asphYXiation was panlcularly 
convlncmg- It recommended a "general investigation of 
a thorough and lOdependent nature ... mto the methods 
used by members of the CIVil Guard when holding and 
questioning persons· suspected of mvolvement In 
armed bands. The CPT subsequently expressed 
disappomtment that the Spanish authorities had stili not 
carried out such an investigation. It also found that 
examiningjudges and magiStrates "could be more 
proactive" when they receive allegations of ill-treatment 

AjudiclaJ mqUlry was opened In October into 
al legations that municipal police officers severely Ill­
treated twoAlgenans, Hassan U. and Said M. The 
Algenans claimed that they were beaten by truncheons 
both before and after transfer to a police station m 
Ceuta Said M., a 17-year-old mmor, reportedly lost 
consciousness during the beating and was revived With 
water from a rubber hose, with WhiCh, at the same time. 
he was beaten While IYlOg on the ground he was also 
allegedly kicked and msulted. Both Algerians were 
reportedly Stripped to the waist and then taken to a 
police vehicle, agam beaten. and left 10 the area of 
Calamocarro. where they had first been detained 

Deaths in custody 
a Ant6nlo Augusto Fonseca Mendes. a native of 
GUlnea·Bissau reSident in Madrid, died 10 police 
custody while on holiday In Arrecife (Lanzarote) 10 May 
His family claimed he had been severely beaten by 
police officers and photographs revealed a number of 
bruises on the body. A first autopsy found no sign of 
external ill·treatment but a second concluded 
uneqUivocally that a fatal mJury was dealt to the right 
Side of the neck by a "blow with a blunt Instrument" A 
forenSIc opmion ordered by the Judge to investigate the 
two apparently IrreconCilable autopsy fmdmgs 
reportedly concluded that Ant6nio Fonseca had 
probably died of natural causes. The grounds for thiS 
fmdlng were nOI clear. The police offered a series of 
different and contradictory explanations for the death 
AI was concerned that JO September the Interior 
Minister told Congress that there was no evidence of 
police ill-treatment. even though theJudiclal 
Investigation was sull under way and a number of 
serious questions remained unresolved. 
a In December Abdelhadi Lamhamdi. an 
undocumented Moroccan reportedly trying 10 nee after 
disembarking on the coast ofTa"ra (Cadll). died after 
hemg shot by a Civil Guard who was pursuing him With a 
gun In hiS hand. Government representatives stated 
that the shot had been fired aCCidentally. An Algeciras 
court opened an Inquiry into the death. A diSCiplinary 
Investigation was ordered by the Director General of 
the Civil Guard and the officer was suspended 

Ill-treatment of immigrants 
The numbers of undocumented African nationals 
disembarking on the beaches of the Campo de Gibraltar 
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and Canary Islands- including pregnant women, 
children and babies -rose considerably. More than 
]4.000 were reported to have been intercepted. Many 
were from Nigeria, Senegal and Sierra leone. Particular 
concern was expressed by some non-governmental 
organizations about the failure to provide basic 
humanitarian care for many suffering from 
malnutrition. hypothermia and physical injuries. Most 
of these immigrantS were allegedly held In 
overcrowded, inappropriate and insanitary conditions 
in the cells of Civil Guard barracks and a munIcipal 
sports centre before being served with expulsion 
orders and released Concern was dlso expressed about 
delays in recovering bodies from beaches and a lack of 
dil igence in identifying them. 

In October. hundreds of undocumented Moroccans 
were deported to Ceuta and from there to Morocco, 
allegedly in condItIons that infringed international 
standards. including maritIme r�ulattons on safety at 
sea. The Moroccans were reportedly held, sometImes 
handcuffed, inside police vans or buses In the holds of 
ferries. They were reportedly overcrowded and at risk 
of injury from the movement of other vehicles In heavy 
seas. subject to great heat and engine noise. and 
without access to safe escape routes in time of danger 
Some ferry captains alleged that police officers had 
pressured them to accept the Moroccans as cargo 
rather than as passengers. in contravention of the 
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea. 

Excessive use of force against demonstrators 
Several reports alleged excessive use of force by police 
or Civil Guards at demonstrations. In August an inquiry 
was opened by the Catalan government. the 
Generalitar, mto the action of the Catalan autonomous 
police, the Mossos d'£squadra. during a demonstration 
by hundreds of Moroccan workers at Aitona (Ueida). 
Some alleged they had been beaten and subjected to 
degrading treatment. In November a demonstration 
outSide Congress by pacifists demanding the abolition 
of the external debt reportedly resulted in 24 Injuries 
and seven arrests. The Interior Minister told Congress 
that, while police mtervention had been Justified, the 
action of some officers had been ·inappropriate� and 
Mexcesslve-, In Gallcia tOO there were reports of 
excessive use of force by police officers. 

Ill-treatment in prisons 
A second report published In April by the CPT 
concerned its 1998 visit to police and Civil Guard 
headquarters and prisons. including Soto del Real 
(Madnd) and Salto del Negro (Las Palmas de Gran 
Canarla), The CPT reported that a number of prisoners 
at Sallo del Negro alleged they had recently been 111-
treated by prison staff. They referred to blows WIth 
batons while handcuffed to beds in the pnson's 
segregation unit. The delegation found that inmates 
were handcuffed to beds In the unit on a Mfairly regular� 
basis. sometimes for prolonged periods of time. 
A11�ations of ill-treatment, such as blows with batons, 
were also received from SOto del Real. The CPT noted 
that the Spanish authOrities had undertaken to address 
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excessive duration of confinement in restraims and the 
failure to provide the prisoners concerned with 
mattresses. but added that the above-mentioned use of 
handcuffs was Munacceptable-. 

lasa/ Zabala trial 
In April the National Court sentenced former General 
Enrique Rodriguel Galindo and former CiVIl governor 
julen Elgorriaga to a total of 71 years' Imprisonment 
each for the t1I�al detention and murder 10 198) of ETA 
suspectS Jose Ant6nlo Lasa andjose Ignacio Zabala. 
Three former Civil Guard officers were sentenced to 
between 67 and 69 years' imprisonment, and two­
IOeluding a former secretary of state already convicted 
in another case - were acquitted. However, the court 
set aside charges of torture on the grounds of 
Insufficient eVidence and, more controversially. ruled 
that there was not enough evidence to prove that the 
accused had been members of an armed band, the 
Grupos Anmerroris(BS de LlberBd6n (GAD. General 
Gallndo- who had been promoted to that rank In 1995, 
afler the emergence of evidence that he could be 
implicated In the murders -and hiS co-defendants 
appealed agaInst their convictions to the Supreme 
Court. However, the National Court ordered the 
immediate detention of those defendants who were not 
already In prison. including General Galindo, WIthout 
awaiting the verdIct of the Supreme Court. The case had 
taken 16 years to come to trial, during which time 
crucial evidence was undoubtedly lost. 

Abuses by armed groups 
Following the ending of Its cease-fire the previous 
November. ETA embarked on a new campaign of 
violence. which killed 2) people in various parts of 
Spain and Injured many others, including children. 
Many of those who died were civilians. including local 
counCillors. ajournalist. an Industrialist, a chief 
prosecutor and ajudge. Several murders were 
attempted. The new ETA campaign was accompanied by 
an escalation In �streel VIolence- r kale borrokB�), 
aimed at creating an atmosphere of IntImidation and 
fear InjuneAI urged ETA to put an immediate end to its 
campaign of killings of civliians and expressed concern 
about the �kale borroka� attacks. In October AI groups 
began a campaign to call ETA's attention to 
fundamental standards of human rights and 
international humanitarian law 

Abuses were also committed by the armed political 
group, the Grupos de Resisrencia Antifasclsta Primero 
de Ocrubre(GRAPO). In November, following the arrest 
of presumed GRAPO leaders In PariS. France, a police 
officer was shot dead in Madrid. 

The government responded to the ETA kill ings and 
-kale borroka�altacks WIth proposed new measures to 
curb politically motlvated Violence. These sought to 
Increase the length of detention for minors convicted 
of terrorist offences and to create a special juvenile 
court within the National Court in Madrid. In November 
AI urged the authoritIes 10 ensure that any eventual 
legislation respect in particular the UN Children's 
Convention. AI also recalled its long-standing 
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oPPOsition to Spanish laws governmg incommunicado 
detenuon. These remain 10 force and. In AI's View, 
facilitate torture. 

In October and November, 10 people Involved In 
various Basque political, social or cultural 
organizations were arrested. on the grounds of al leged 
Imks wuh ITA. They included Sabino Ormazabal Elala, a 
well-known wnter, journalist, ecologist and supporter 
of non-violent civil dlsobe{hence. He and others 
arrested and subsequently delalned denied belongmg 
la, or collaboratmg with, ETA 

Updates 
In January the ProvincIal Court ofVizcaya acquItted, on 
grounds of lack of eVidence. two national police 
officers charged with the torture of Rita Ma�arete 
Rogeno, a BraZilian national, in 1995. The orricers 
denied the charge and were supported by the public 
prosecutor, who did not accept that Rita Rogerio had 
been Ill-treated. In an earher trial in 1998 three officers 
had been acquitted of raping her In 1999 the Supreme 
Court referred to the acquittal for rape as "horrifYing" 
because, while a lower court had found it ·Iuminously 
clear· that Rlta Rogerio had been raped by a uniformed 
officer in police custody, the police witnesses had 
conspired to lie and conceal the fact, refUSing to 
identify the person they must have known was the 
rapist. As a result the Supreme Court had no alternative 
but to uphold the acquittal. Two officers had 
subsequently been temporarily suspended from work. 

In December a court in SevIUa sentenced a Civil 
Guard, a shootmg Instructor, to one year's 
imprisonment for killing Mlriam G6mez Cuadrado in 
1999. The Civil Guard shot at the car in which she was 
travelling after her boyfriend tried to escape a 
breathalyzer test. The boyfriend was sentenced to one 
year's imprisonment for reckless drivmg and 
disobedIence. 

AI country reports and visits 
Report 
• Concerns in Europe, January - June 2000: Spain (AI 

Index: EUR 01 /003/2000) 
Visits 
An AI delegate VISited Spam in October to gather 
information. In November AI delegates viSited Vitona 
and Madnd In connection with a campaign against ETA 
killings. They met the SpanISh Secretary of State for 
Justice to discuss concerns about proposed new 
leglslatlOn aimed at minors Involved in politically 
motivated acts of violence, as well as ETA abuses. 
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SRI LAN KA 

DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA 
Head of state and government: Chandrika 
Bandaranalke Kumaratunga 
Capital: Colombo 
Population: 18.8 million 
Official languages: Smhala, Tamll, English 
Death penalty: abolitiOnist in practice 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the involve­
ment of children In armed conflict 

The continuing armed conflict and a general rise in 
violence dominated Sri Lanka in 2000. April and May 
saw particularly ferocious fighting between the 
security forces and the liberation Tigers ofTamil 
Eelam (lTIE), the main armed opposition group 
fighting for an independent state, Eelam, in the 
north and east of Sri lanka. Tens of thousands of 
people were internally displaced by the fighting. 
People taking no active part in the hostilities faced 
gross human rights abuses, including indiscriminate 
bombing and shelling, killings, "disappearances", 
torture and the recruitment of child soldiers. 
Widespread violence took place during 
parliamentary elections in October. There was also a 
rise in paramilitary and vigilante activities. The 
failure to bring to justice those responsible for 
human rights violations remained a majorconcern. 

Background 
A state of emergency remained in force throughout the 
country. After heavy fighUngand the capture of the 
strategically Important Elephant Pass army camp by the 
LlTE, measures were introduced in May to put the 
country on a �war footlOS(. New Emergency Regulations 
(ERs) considerably extended the security forces' powers 
to detain and included provisions granting powers of 
arrest to ·anyother authorized persons·. The ERs also 
provided wide powers of censorShip. 

In February, the Norwegian government agreed to 
facilitate a dialogue between the government and the 
LITE, but by the end of the year few concrete results 
were visible. The government's efforts to Introduce 
constitutional reforms aimed at resolVing the ethnic 
conflict were shelved in August after It failed to muster 
the reqUired two-thirds majority in parliament. 

No party won an overall majority in parliamentary 
elections in October. The People's Alliance formed a 
new government with the 5n lanka Muslim Congress 
and the Eelam People's Democratic Party. 

The security forces and LlTE stepped up the 
procurement of arms. 

Killings of civilians 
Amid the escalaung connlct, the number of Imernally 
displaced civilians rose from around 400,000 in 
January to around 570,000 by the end of June. At least 
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150 civilians were killed in attacks by both sides. Both 
the army and the LITE were responsible for nOt taking 
adequate measures to avoid civilian casualties. 
a In October, at least 24 ciVilians were killed in two 
separate attacks on election rallies by LITE sUIcide 
bombers. Scores of civilians were killed in other 
attacks, apparently carried out by the LITE. in 
Colombo. 
a The army shot dead 17 civilians. including nine 
children, in Battlcaloa town m May, apparently m 
reprisal for the killing of three pOlicemen by a bomb 
concealed in a ice cream vendor's freezer box. 
a On 2 October. seven Tamil civilians were killed by 
Muslim Home Guards -villagers armed ostensibly for 
their own protection - at Poonagar, Muttur, 
Trlncomaleedlstrict. in apparent repnsal for the killing 
of two Muslim Home Guards by members of the LITE 
earlier that day. 

'Disappearances' 
At least lO -disappearances· were reported during 
2000. As in prevIous years. the highest number- I 1-
were reported from the Vavuniya area. An internal 
inquiry ordered by President Chandrika Bandaranaike 
Kumaratunga into seven cases reported between 10 and 
26 August seemed (0 bringa temporary halt to 
-disappearances· m that area. but two more cases were 
reported in early October. Other ·disappearancesR 
were reported from Colombo, Batticaloa, Jaffna, 
Mannar and Tnncomalee. Naval personnel were held 
responsible for two -disappearances· m Tnncomalee. 
a Eight displaced ciVilians, including a five-year-old 
boy, -disappearedR after being arrested while viSiting 
their homes on 19 December. Their bodies were 
recovered from an illegal grave six days later. Thirteen 
soldiers were arrested m connection with their 
abduction and murder. 

Torture remained common, both in the context of the 
armed conflict and during routine poliCing operations. 
Reports of torture 10creased following the introduction 
of ERs m May. However, later m the year reports of 
torture appeared to decline, possibly partly as a result 
of a number of measures taken by the government after 
a visit to the country by the Committee agamst Torture. 
These included, among other things, the establishment 
of an Inter-MInIsterial Standing Committee to take 
action with regard to cases of torture. By the end of 
2000 no one had been convicted of offences related to 
the crime of torture. There were frequent reports of 
tOrture involv1Og the Security Coordinating Unit of the 
Vavuniya police and the army camps at Urelu and 
Atchelu In Jaffna. There were reports of rape by the 
army in Jaffna and Batticaloa and by police In 
Negombo. 
a Five labourers arrested on suspicion of 
involvement with the LITE were tortured by police at 
Kantalai, Trincomalee. in June. One of them died 
apparently as a result of tOrture, although police and 
other officials claimed that he was shot while trying to 
escape. 
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Deaths in custody 
Several incidents of violence In prison and other 
detention facilities were reported. 

SRI 

B A Tami! detainee died as  a result of  injuries 
sustained dunnga clash between pnson guards and 
political prisoners in Ward F at Kalutara pnson on 6 
January. The following day, another detainee was killed 
in an apparently dehberate attack by prison guards on 
prisoners in Ward C. 
B On 25 October, 27 young Tamil men and boys aged 
between 14 and 23 detained for Mrehabllllation� were 
killed during an attack by a mobofSlnhalese Villagers on 
a rehabilitation camp at Blndunuwewa. Badul1a distriCt. 
There was eVidence of collUSion by members of the local 
police and deliberate failure to protect the detainees. 

Political prisoners 
Thousands ofTamil people were arrested on suspicion 
of involvement With the LITE. At least 1.500 were held 
Without charge or trial at the end of the year: some had 
been detained for more than four years. 

Impunity 
Impunity for the perpetrators of human rights abuses 
remained a major concern. Victims who sought justice 
through the courts received death threats. The report of 
a Presidential commission of inquiry, set up in 1998 to 
investigate complaints of past -disappearances� not 
examined by three earlier commissions. was handed 
over to the President in late August. The 
implementation of the recommendations of previous 
commissions and of the UN Working Group on Enforced 
or Involuntary Disappearances. which visited the 
country in 1999, proceeded slowly. 
B Officers from Tangalle police station standing trial 
for torturing Mahanama Geeganage Chandrakumara in 
1990. attempted to stop him and hiS parents from giving 
eVidence aga10st them by intimidation and death 
threats. The trial was continuing at the end of the year. 
B Four army personnel and a police officer were 
arrested In March on suspicion of 1Ovolvement in the 
MdisappearanceR in 1996 of 15 people whose bodies were 
recovered from shallow graves in the Chemmani area of 
Jaffna district in 1999. The five were released on bail in 
June. The criminal investigation was contmulng at the 
end of the year. 

Death penalty 
Scores of people were sentenced to death for murder. 
No one was executed. In November. the government 
announced that It would put into practice a deCision 
announced In 1999 to resume executions. AI expressed 
concern about thiS major step backwards for human 
rights. 

Violations byvigilante and paramilitary 
groups 
Tamil armed groups working alongside the secunty 
forces, and members of the security forces acting 
outSide the normal command and control structures, 
were allegedly responsible for human rights violations. 
including againstJournalists. 
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a Circumstantial eVidence put the blame for the 
killing of Mylvaganam Nimalrajan, Jaffna 
correspondem for variOUS newspapers and 
international agenCies, on members of the Eelam 
People's Democratic Party working with the security 
forces. Hewas killed In his home in the High Securuy 
Zone of Jaffna town dUring curfew 
a Kumar Ponnambalam. President of the All Ceylan 
Tamil Congress, was killed on 5January by two 
gunmen In what appeared to be a carefully planned 
attack. The motive and the Identity of those 
responsible for ordering the killing were unclear 
There were concerns that police investigatIons into 
his murder may have been subject to political 
innuence. A reserve police constable was among 
those arrested in connection with the murder. 

Child soldiers 
The LITE stepped up the recruitment of children as 
combatants after the intense fighting In Jaffna In May. 
Those recruited Included children as young as 12. 

AI country report 
• Sri Lanka: New Emergency Regulations - erosion of 

human rights protection (AI Index: 37101 9/2000) 

SU DAN 

REPUBLIC DFTHE SUDAN 
Head of state and government: Omar Hassan Ahmad 
al·Bashlr 
Capital: Khartoum 
Population: 29.4 million 
Official language: Arabic 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratificationsl signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court 

The civil war continued to devastate the lives of 
countless civilians during 2000. Those most affected 
were people living near oil fields where pro­
government forces and armed opposition groups 
were fighting for control of oil production and 
territory. All parties to the conflict committed gross 
human rights abuses against civilians living in the 
contested areas including indiscriminate bombing, 
abduction, enslavement, forcible recruitment, torture 
and killings. Tens of thousands of people were forced 
to leave their homes. Despite government claims 
that the human rights situation in areas under its 
control was improving, lawyers, journalists. students 
and human rights defenders were harassed and 
intimidated. Dozens were arrested and tortured. 
Those responsible for human rights abuses were not 
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brought to justice. Restrictions on the rights to 
freedom of expression and association in cities under 
government control persisted. 

Background 
By the end of 2000. the civil war, which resumed in 198], 
had cost the lives of almost 2,000,000 people and 
resulted in a further 4,500,000 people being internally 
displaced. In addition, some 500,000 people were 
believed to have sought asylum abroad. 

The malO parties to the conOict smce 198] were those 
supporting the government - including the Sudanese 
People's Armed Forces (the regular army), the 
paramilitary Popular Defence Forces, and various 
militia groups known as the murahaleen-and the 
opposition forces made up of the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) and various allied militias. 

The drive for oil and termonal control over the 011 
fields was central to the war between the government 
and armed opposition forces. as well as to the ongoing 
connict between the various militia factions. For 
example, the 1,600km oil pipeline which came into 
operation In August 1999 continued to be the target of 
repeated attacks by opposition forces. In addition to 
the conflict between the regular army and the SPLA, 
another conflict raged between the variOus militias 
all ied with the government or the SPLA. These forces 
frequently changed sides dependmg on their perceived 
interests or simply the supply of arms. It was estimated 
that during the past few years more people had lost 
their lives as a resull of Interfactional fighting between 
militias than in armed encounters wllh government 
forces. The government pursued a policy of provldmg 
support and weapons to the various militia 
commanders and encouraging interfactional fighting. 
which resulted In widespread destruction and 
destitution for the local civilian population. 

The Bahr el-Ghazal humanitarian cease-fire-agreed 
between the SPLA, the UN and relief agencies operating 
under the umbrella organization Operation lifeline 
Sudan (DLS)-to provide food to Clv,llans affected by 
the conflict collapsed in July. However, a new 
agreement was subsequently reached between the OLS 
and the government which allowed relief supplies to 
resume. Although the cease-fire was not restored, a 
Iz-day truce was agreed in October to allow the UN 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) to carry out anti-polio 
vaccinations. Some non-governmental organizations 
accused the governmem of not respecting this truce 
and bombing towns. 

The state of emergency declared in December 1999 
remained in place for most of the year. 

PreSidential and parliamentary elections took place 
in December. 80th UN and European Union monitors 
turned down invitatIons to monitor the elections which 
were widely believed to be seriously flawed. Arrests of 
journalists, political opponents and human rights 
activists intensified ahead of the electIons and the main 
OPPOSition parties called for a boycott of the elections; 
people 10 areas under rebel control did not take part in 
the elections. President Omar al-Bashlr, ln power since 
1989, was declared the winner of the elections. 
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Internal displacement 
Tens of thousands of people were terrorIzed into 
leaving their homes 10 oil-nch Upper Nile by aerial 
bombardments, mass executions and torture. This 
massive displacement was followed by the deployment 
of additional weaponry and forces to protect the oil 
fields. Crops and livestock were burned and looted to 
prevent people from returntng to their homes. 
Bombings in Northern Bahr el-Ghazal also resulted in 
mass displacement of the civilian population. 

Bombing of civilians 
Indiscriminate bombing of civilians in the south of the 
country continued. International outcry at the bombmg 
of hospitals and schoolchildren in February and March 
led President al-Bashlr to order hiS forces to stop all air 
bombardment operations except where these were 
Justified by self-defence or during mil itary operations 
to ·protect lives and property�. However, follOWing the 
collapse of the Bahr el-Ghazal humanitarian cease-fire, 
the bombings intenSified. From September 
bombardments of civilian targets Intensified in other 
parts of the country Including Eastern Equatoria, Upper 
Nile and south Blue Nile. 
a In July alone, more than 250 bombs reportedly hit 
civilian targets In at least ]o separate incidents causing 
several deaths and disrupting the harvest and 
humanitarian relief in Bahr el-Ghazal. 

Child soldiers 
Conscription IntO the armed forces is compulsory for 
both men and women and the law stipulates that 
military training is a precondition for entry into further 
and higher education or into certain Jobs. There was 
increasing evidence that child soldiers were being used 
by the various parties to the connlct. There were reports 
that children were being abducted in the streets of 
Khartoum and forcibly recruited into the Popular 
Defence Forces. The parents were not informed and 
most of the young recruits were sent to the front line. 
There were reports of ill-treatment of child conscripts. 
a On 29 May the body of Inear-old Ghassan Ahmed 
Al Amin Haroun was transferred to the Khartoum 
morgue from the Jabal Awlia Compulsory Military 
Service Joint Camp. He had joined the army unit just 
two days earlier. A post-mortem examination revealed 
injuries on his hands, back, right foot and eye and 
bruising on other parts of the body and confirmed the 
cause of death to be "respiratory failure". The 
authorities did not comment on the post-mortem 
findings, but shortly afterwards placed the family under 
surveillance by the security forces. 
a Sixteen-year-old Mohanad Abdelrahman M. 
Zakana died at the AIJouli military training camp in May. 
His death was bel1eved to have been caused by the 
harsh training meted out to young conscripts. It was 
alleged that he was denied adequate medical treatment 
after he collapsed with sunstroke. 

Children continued to be forcibly recruited by the 
SPLA, despite the fact that the SPLA had informed 
UNICEF that it would demobilize all child soldiers In ItS 
forces and end the recruitment of children. 
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Slavery 
Although the government continued to deny that 
slavery existed m Sudan, thousands of people were 
believed to be held m forced labour or slavery 
Estimates varied regardmg the number of people 
held in slavery; some non-governmental 
organizations put the figure as high as 100,000, while 
government sources put the figure at 5,000. The 
sexual slavery of women was widely reported, 
especially in the areas affected by the armed conflict. 
Those who escaped described widespread tOrture, 
including rape, and forced marriages. 

Widespread torture and ill-treatment continued to be 
reported in many government-held towns. There was 
grave concern that suspected government opponents 
were particularly at risk. Reports of torture were not 
Investigated and the perpetrators were not brought to 
justice. Reports of torture were also received from 
SPLA-held territories. 
a No investigation was carried out into the deaths in 
custody of joseph Adhlang Langlang, Abdallah Col, 
Hassan Abu Adhan and Gladino Sam Okleny. They 
reportedly died as a result of torture. The four men had 
been held with Hillary Bomaand 25 others, accused of 
planting bombs in Khartoum in 1998. After HI llary Soma 
and hiS fellow prisoners were pardoned and released in 
December 1999, no investigation was carried out Into 
their allegations of torture. 
a In December, eight members of opposition political 
parties were arrested by the security forces during a 
meeting with a US diplomat. They were accused of 
plotting a coup. A few days later, two lawyers -Ghazi 
Suleiman and Ali Mahmoud Hasanain-werearrested 
for signing a petition against the arrests. Ghazi 
Sulelman sustained a head mjury and was reportedly 
hospitalized tWice while in detention, raising grave 
concerns that he was tortured. The 10 detainees were 
held in a secret location in solitary confinement and 
without access to their families, medical treatment or 
lawyers. 
Amputation 
At least 12 people were sentenced to have limbs 
amputated during 2000. At least one amputation was 
carried out. 
a In March AI Salik Obeld had his right hand and left 
foot amputated at Kober Prison. 
Rape and other violence against women 
Violence against women by combatants on all sides, 
long a feature of the conflict In Sudan, Intensified 
durmg the year, There were widespread reports of 
sexual abuse, Including sexual slavery, rape and 
forced pregnancies. Rape was used as a tactic of war 
by both government and opposition forces 10 
dehumanize and humiliate civilians in the conflict 
zone. However, because of the taboos and stigma 
attached to rape, reports were rare and Impunity for 
the rapist was the rule. There were frequent reports of 
women being abducted while collecting firewood or 
water and being forced to carry heavy loads of goods 
looted from ransacked villages. They were also used 
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a s  bonded labour and forced t o  clean, cook and 
provide domestic services to soldiers in barracks and 
camps. 

Women's rights 
Violations of women's rights were widespread. In 
central Sudan, especially in Khartoum, women faced 
severe restrictions on their freedom of movement. 
a In September the Governor of Khartoum issued a 
decree banning women from working 10 public places. 
Days later, 26 women were arrested and three were 
injured when police used tear gas and batons to break 
up a peaceful demonstrallon against the decree. 

The decree was challenged on the grounds that it was 
unconsutuuonal in the Constitutional Court which 10 
October temporari ly suspended the ban. The (ourt's 
final decision was still pending at the end of the year. 
However. the Minister of Justice, while recognizing that 
the Constitution and International conventions 
guarantee a woman's right to work, would not condemn 
the ban as unconstitutional. 

Students and human rights defenders 
Students and human nghts defenders were harassed 
and Intimidated during 1000, particularly in and 
around Khartoum. The security forces prevented or 
disrupted student activities and activists were arrested 
and tortured; one was killed. 
a InJune soldiers opened fire on a student seminar 
on the criSiS in Sudan at the University of Senna. One 
participant, 'Mirghaml Mahmoud ai-Norman. was shot 
dead and several others were injured. In the days that 
followed the shooting, several demonstrations In 
support of the students took place. At least I I  people, 
including seven students, were arrested and charged 
with noting and disturbing public order. All were 
believed to have been tortured and most were 
hospitalized as a result 

Lawyers and relatives trymg to pursue cases of 
human rights violations frequently faced harassment 
and repeated summons to appear at police stations or 
security force installations. The perpetrators of human 
nghts violations, in contrast, were not pursued through 
the Juslice system. 
a Relatives seekmgjustlce for an I I-year-old girl 
raped by a police officer in May 1999 were harassed and 
intimidated. The authontles repeatedly attempted to 
subject the girl to further Intrusive medical 
examinations. However, lnstead of pursuing the 
allegations of rape, the Sudanese authonties chose to 
view thecase as a �secunty� Issue. Family members and 
lawyers acting on their behalf were reqUired to report 
to the Federal Cnminal lnvestigation Department and 
documents were seized from the lawyers' offices by 
members of the security forces. Neither the relatives 
nor lawyers were charged with a recognizably cnminal 
offence. 

AI country report 
• Sudan:The Human Pnce ofO,I (Al lndex:AFR 

54/001 12000 ERR) 
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REPUBLIC OF SURINAME 
Head of state: Ronald Venetiaan (replaced Jules 
Wijdenbosch In August) 
Head of government: Jules AJodhia 
Capital: Paramaribo 
Population: 0.4 million 
Official Language: Dutch 
Death penalty: abolitionist in practice 

Impunity for human rights abuses committed under 
previous regimes was a major issue for the newly 
elected government Conditions in prisons and police 
detention centres remained poor. Reports of ill­
treatment and torture of prisoners continued. 

Background 
PreSident Ronald Venetiaan took power on 18 August. 
haVing won general elections in May at the head of a 
four-party New Front coalition composed of political 
groups that were deposed by coups in 1980 and 1990. 
PreSident Venetlaan had previously held power In 1995 
and 1996. He took over from Jules Wijdenbosch of the 
National DemocratiC Party. 

Impunity 
There was little or no action until the change of 
government to bring to Justice those responsible for 
human rights abuses committed under previous 
governments. These include a 1986 massacre of 
civilians at the village of Moiwana, the beating of a 
prisoner 10 death by prison guards in 1993, and the so­
called �December murders· of 1981. 
a In 198z,15Journalists. academics and labour 
leaders were extrajudicially executed at Fort 
Zeelandia. an army centre near the Surinamese Cabinet 
Office, 10 Paramanbo. On 31 October 1000, after the 
change of government, the Court of Justice ordered the 
prosecution of former mlhtary leader Desi Bouterse 
and others in connection with these killings. Dozens of 
witnesses, Including politiCians, were questioned by 
the Public Prosecutor's Office. However, under the 
country's 18-year statute of limitations, legal 
proceedings should have been concluded by 
8 December 1000. AI the end of the year. the Public 
Prosecutor's Office was working on a summons to Start 
a prehmmary Judicial investigation. Desi Bouterse 
denied charges that he presided over the murders, 
saying that he took responsibility only because he was 
head of government and the milttary at the time. 

Conditions in prisons and detention centres 
Prison conditions were extremely harsh and severely 
overcrowded. amounting sometimes to cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment. Conditions of hygiene and 
ventilation were poor, with food, blankets. cleanIng 
equipment, soap and medicines in short supply. 
Medical care was inadequate. Most prisoners could not 



afford their own lawyer, and state-funded advisers 
were scarce. 

Pre-trial detainees constituted a large percentage of 
inmates, many of whom were held in overcrowded 
detention cells at local police stations. Police officers 
who had not been trained in prison work served as 
Jailers In local detention centres. 

Beatings of detainees and pnsoners were also 
reported. 

lII·treatment 
Human rights groups continued to express concern 
about il l-treatment by law enforcement officials. They 
documented cases of police i ll-treating detainees, 
particularly duringarresls, and abuses of prisoners by 
guards. 

SWAZILAND 

KINGDOM O F  SWAZILAND 
Head of state: King Mswati I11 
Head of government: Barnabus Sibusiso Dlamini 
Capital: Mbabane 
Population: 1 million 
Official languages: EnglISh, Swazi 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Refugee 
Convention 

Rights of association, assembly and expression 
continued to be denied. Opposition protests led to 
arbitrary detentions and ill-treatment by the security 
forces. Government opponents faced arrest and 
politically motivated charges in the courts. At least 
1 2  death sentences were passed. 

Background 
The Constitutional Review Commission (CRC). 
appointed by King Mswatl I I I  in 1996, presented its 
recommendations for a new constitution to the King in 
November. Its findings and recommendations were not 
made public. The CRC was criticized for limiting public 
access to its proceedings. 

There were a number of incidents of political 
violence. They included the petrol bombing in 
December of magistrates' courts in Mbabane. There 
was also a bomb explosion at a security force 
encampment in the Macetjeni area in December. 

Violations of freedoms of association, 
assembly and expression 
journalists faced harassment in reporting political or 
human rights Issues. In February the government 
closed the state-owned Swazi Observer newspaper 
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after journalists refused to disclose the sources of an 
article about a 1998 bomb explosion. In july a case 
against Journalist BhekJ Makhuba forcnminal 
defamation was struck off the coun roll when the 
proseculion failed to appear in court. He had been 
brieny detained and charged in 1999 in connection with 
a newspaper article about King Mswati. 

Protests over restrictions on fundamental freedoms 
mtensified towards the end of .2000. Members of 
banned political parties, students and trade union 
members held demonstrations and meetings. They 
called for an end to the 1973 suspension of freedoms of 
association and assembly, the repeal of legal 
restrictions on trade union rights and a new 
government. 

In October the government banned meetings of the 
Swaziland Federation ofTrade Unions (SFTU) and the 
Swaziland National Associauon ofTeachers (SNAn, and 
threatened civil servants With arrest if they 
participated in strikes and boycotts deemed political 
The government obtained an Industrial Court order 
declaring illegal a proposed strike by the Sf1U. 
Following the visit of a delegation from the 
Internal10nal Labour O�anisation in November, King 
Mswati signed into law an amended Industrial 
Relations Act which restored some trade union 
freedoms 

Detentions, restrictions and political trials 
Opposition leaders were prosecuted on the baSIS of 
politically motivated charges. journalists and other 
critics were brieny detained without charge or trial. AI 
appealed to the government to respect the rights of its 
Citizens to non-violent political association and 
assembly, and to freedom of expression 
Cl A number of local and foreign journalists reporting 
political protests In October and November were 
brieny detained and had film footage confiscated. 
Foreignjournalists were ordered to leave the country 
B On 7 November SFTU offiCials were briefly held at a 
security force roadblock outside Mbabane to prevent 
them joining protesters seeking to hand a petltlon 
calling for political reforms to the Prime Minister. jan 
Sithole, SFTU Secretary General, was subsequently held 
under extra-legal house arrest for several days and his 
communication with others was restricted by the 
security forces. 
a On 7 November members of the banned opposition 
party, the People's United Democratic Movement 
(PUDEMO), were prevented by the security forces from 
delivering a petition to the Prime Minister. Mario 
Masuku. President of PUDEMO. was arrested bypoitceon 
10 November and held Incommunicado. On 15 November 
he was charged in the High Court with sedition for 
allegedly CrIticizing the Kingand released under 
restrictive ball conditions to await trial. The presiding 
Judge, the Chief Justice, was later questioned by 
government mmlsters about hiS decision to grant ball 

The secunty forces ill-treated and used exceSSive force 
against political activists and protesters. 
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Cl In February delegates to a Swaziland Youth Congress 
conference required hospital treatment for Injuries 
sustained when police forcibly broke up the gathering 
a In October some 200 vil lagers in Macetjeni and 
KaMkhweli were eVicted from their homes at gunpoint 
by soldiers. apparently because they refused to accept 
the King's brother, Pnnce Maguga, as chief. They were 
left In the countryside without shelter or other baSIC 
necessities. After a petrol bomb attack in December on 
Prince Maguga's home. Dumlsa Ndhlandhla was 
arrested and charged with arson. He was allegedly 
beaten and subjected to suffocation torture by police 
dUring Interrogation. 
a During protests and strikes in October and 
November a number of trade union officials and other 
protesters were assaulted by the security forces. Musa 
Dlamml, SNATSecretary General, was allegedly beaten 
at police regional headquarters in Manzini, and 
Bonglhlanhla Gama, another SNAT official. was shot 
and wounded by police. They both required treatment 
in hospital 

Death pena Ity 
At least 12 death sentences were imposed by the High 
Court in separate murder trials. No executions were 
known to have taken place. 

SWEDEN 

KINGDOM OF SWEDEN 
Head ohtate: King Carl XVI Gustaf 
Head of government: Goran Persson 
Capital: Stockholm 
Population: 8.9 million 
Official language: Swedish 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the involve· 
ment ofchildren In armed conflict 

At least two unarmed people were shot dead by 
police, and at least two people died in custody in 
disputed circumstances. More than five years after 
the death in custody ofOsmoVallo, no one had been 
held accountable. 

OsmoVallo 
More than five years after the death in custody in 
disputed circumstances of Osmo Vallo. the government 
established a commission of inquiry into the authorities' 
handling of the case; no one had been held accountable. 

Osmo Vallo died shortly after hiS arrest on 10 May 
1995. A police officer had stamped on hiS back as he lay 
face down on the ground. After he appeared to have 
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collapsed, no attempt was made to assist or resuscitate 
him. Instead, police officers transported him. still 
handcuffed and lying face downwards, to the hospital 

In clOSing the ,"vesugatlon intO the case on 10 March 
2000. the Prosecutor General acknowledged that Osmo 
Vallo may have died from being stamped on the back by 
a police officer. The Prosecutor General also 
acknowledged that there had been flaws In the 
investigation and urged that a further investigation be 
carried out into how the authorities had handled the 
different aspects of the case. 

There was concern that Osmo Vallo's death was not 
an isolated ,"cident; a pattern of similar deaths in 
custody had been reported in which the manner of 
restraint or excessive use of force by law enforcement 
offiCials may have caused asphyxia. The Inadequacy of 
many of the investigations into these deaths led AI to 
call for a totally independent body such as a 
commission of Inquiry, possibly including experts 
from other countries. to investigate the handling of 
Osmo Vallo's case by the different authorities. as well 
as other cases of deaths in custody since 1992. 

In a letter to AI in june, the Minister of justice stated 
that the 21 June report of the Chancellor of justice was 
critical of actions taken by various authorities Involved 
in the handling of the Osmo Vallo case and indicated 
flaws within the criminal justice system. The Chancellor 
of Justice's report called for further conSideration of 
certain questions. 

The Chancellor of Justice's report was Immediately 
followed by a report by the Parliamentary 
Ombudsperson who stated that the current procedure 
for dealing with complaints against the police was 
inadequate and proposed that an independent system 
be established. The Ombudsperson was particularly 
critical of the local prosecutors' failure to initiate 
preliminary investigations into some cases of alleged 
police misconduct even though such investigations 
would have been justified. The Minister of Justice 
established a commission of inquiry in December to 
look into past deaths 10 custody in order to propose 
preventive measures for the future. The commission 
was scheduled to report in one year's time. 

Shootings by police 
At least two unarmed people were shot dead by police. 
a Magnus Carlsson, aged 19, was shot dead in Kalmar 
on 11 May after a car chase and a struggle with police 
officers. A police officer was accused of causing the 
death of another person or breach of duty, but was 
acqUitted In October, after the court accepted that he 
had acted in self-defence. 
a Mikael Pettersson, aged 11,  was shot dead on 11 
March at Vikbolandet near NorrkOpingafter he crashed 
his car while being chased by the police and then tried 
to run away. The police officer reportedly fired a 
warmng shot, then shot Mlkael Pettersson because he 
was convinced that he was armed. No weapon was 
found at the scene. In October the police officer was 
convicted of breach of duty, aggravated assault and 
causing the death of another person through grave 
carelessness and sentenced to 18 months' 
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imprisonment. The officer lodged an appeal which was 
pending at the end of the year. 

Death in prison 
In June Bruce Joel Jason HultMn, a z8·year·old 
prisoner. died after being restrained by four prison 
guards. He had attempted to escape from the Storboda 
Institution In Stockholm. The prison authOrities were 
Immediately alerted to his escape and he was chased 
and caught by four prison guards. The prison guards 
restrained him. including reportedly by sitting on him 
as he lay on the ground. It was also reported that one 
guard grabbed the back of Bruce Joel Jason Hulthen's 
head and neck. which may have caused his death. When 
the police arrived on the scene shortly afterwards, the 
prisoner was apparently already unconscious. The 
Regional DIrector of Prison and ProbatIon Services told 
the mecha that the prisoner �went blue in the face and 
stopped breathlnf. Prison guards reportedly tried to 
resuscitate him. but he was dead on arrival at the 
hospital. The prison guards were suspended pending 
the police Investigation Into the death. In October. one 
of the pnson guards was charged with manslaughter; he 
was awaiting trial at the end of the year. 

Death in police custody 
On 3 November, Peter Andersson. a 35·year·old 
suspected burglar, died after being arrested and 
restrained by four police officers In Orebro. The 
preliminary report of a post·mortem examination 
Indicated signs of violence on hIs face, arms, legs and 
body as well as symptoms of death from asphyxia. 

Forcible return 
In November the UN Committee against Torture 
concluded that the decisions of the Swedish 
immigration authorities In connection with the case of 
an Iranian woman had constituted a violation of 
Sweden's obligations under the UN Convention against 
Torture. The woman feared that she might be sentenced 
to death by stoning for adultery if she was returned 
to Iran. 

AI country report 
• Concerns in Europe, January - June 2000: Sweden 

(AI Index: EUROl/003/2000) 
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SWISS CONFEDERATION 
Head of state and government: Adolf Ogi 
Capital: Bern 
Population: 7.3 million 
Official languages: German, French, Italian 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict 

SWI 

There were further allegations of ill-treatment of 
criminal suspects by police and of foreign nationals 
during forcible deportation. Some official 
investigations into such allegations were 
unsatisfactory. A criminal investigation continued 
into the death of an asylum-seeker during 
deportation in 1 999. A military appeal court 
confirmed that a Rwandese national was guilty of 
war crimes. 

Background 
A new Federal Constilution which came into force m 
January included specIfic prohibItions on torture and 
all other cruel. inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment and on the return of any individual to a 
state where they would fisk such treatment. 

In March a nal10nal referendum voted in favour of a 
package of reforms in the justice system, already 
approved by parliament, includmg the eventual 
unifIcation of the existing 26 cantonal codes of penal 
procedure and three federal laws on penal procedure 
The text of a draft bill of unification was expected in 
2001. In previous years both the UN Human Rights 
Committee and the UN Committee against Torture had 
recommended that Switzerland intensify liS efforts to 
harmonize the cantonal codes. particularly With regard 
to the granting of certain legal guarantees providing 
safeguards against ill-treatment In police custody. 

I ll-treatment on arrest 
There were fresh reports of police ill-treatment of 
detainees, often accompanied by racist abuse In the 
case of non·Caucasians. Some criminal and 
administrative Investigations into such allegations 
were inadequate. In Its second report on SWitzerland, 
published In March, the Council of Europe's 
Commission against Racism and Intolerance noted 
reports concerning police III·treatment �particularly of 
non·citizens and SWISS of foreign origin" and stressed 
�the importance of setting up an independent body to 
investigate complaints of police ilHreatment" and of 
more systematic police training on �the subject of 
racism and discrimination". 
a A Criminal Investigation was opened IntO a 
complaint which Rashid Abdul·Ackah, a Swiss citizen of 
Ghanaian origin, lodged against members of Zurich 
MuniCipal Police in December 1999. He said that while 
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walking through central Zurich. poilce orricers 
subjected him to repeated, unnecessary Identity 
checks. knocked him to the ground. handcuffed him. 
subjected him to raCist abuse and transferred him to a 
police station where he was forced to strip. Within 
hours of his release. wlthoul charge, a local hospital 
issued a medical certificate recording bruises on his left 
arm and head. He maintamed that there were no legal 
grounds for his detention and that the police had taken 
him to the police station in order to humiliate him. 
a In  January a '7-year-old Angolan schoolboy lodged 
a criminal complaint against three Geneva police 
officers. He accused them or kicking and beating him 
with truncheons until he lost consciousness and 
subjecting him to racist abuse after detaining him in 
November 1999 on suspIcion of being involved In a 
street fight. He was held in a police station overnight, 
then charged with resisting the police, but 
subsequently acquitted, In Aprll lhe Geneva Attorney 
General, who had opened a preliminary Inquiry 
entrusted to the police, ruled that there were no 
grounds to justify further InvestigatiOn and closed the 
inquiry The boy had never been questioned about his 
allegations. In  August, following an appeal, a Geneva 
court ruled that an Investigating magistrate should 
carry out a full inquiry inlo the allegations, including 
questioning the boy and other relevant wunesses. 

I ll-treatment during deportation 
There were allegations that police officers subjected 
some foreign nationals resisting deportation to 
physical assault. death threats and racist abuse 
immediately prior to and during forcible deportatlons 
from Zurich-Kloten and Geneva airports. There were 
also unconfjrmed reports that on occasion recalCitrant 
deportees were given sedatives in order to subdue 
them rather than for purely medical reasons. Some 
deportees claimed that they were deprived of food, 
liqUid and access to a lavatory for many hours until 
they reached their destination. 

There were also claims that some form of mouth 
restraint was used In Isolated cases involving 
deportations from Zurich. The use of any materialsor 
methods which could block an individual's airways Is 
highly dangerous and can result in fatalities. It was 
unclear whether any expliCit Instruction banning the use 
of all forms of mouth restraint was In exlstenceand 
whether an internal serviceinstructJon ISSUed to ZUrich 
Cantonal Police in May 1998, explicitly authorizing 
gaggmg as a means of restraint dUring deportation, had 
been withdrawn. In August 1999 the Zunch cantonal 
government had announced that adheSive tape would no 
longer be used to cover deponees' mouths to prevent 
them shouting. In September 1000. it stated that a 
spec,ally modif,ed helmet introduced ,nJuly '999, which 
had a chin-cup attached forcing the jaws closed and a 
cover which could be placed across the mouth, had not 
been used since September 1999. The government said 
that the helmet was no longer necessary because 
-forseeablydifficult- deportations now took place via 
specially chartered nights and no tongeron normal 
passenger flights. It added that open-faced rubber 
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helmets were In use to prevent recalCItrant deportees 
inJuflng themselves. 

The Zurich government refused to supply AI or the 
Zurich parliament with copies of Internal service 
instructions or any written guidelines issued to police 
officers concerning the treatment of detainees during 
forCible deportation. In November it stated that officers 
were authorized to wear masks dunngdeportation 
operations, for their own protection. There was concern 
that. If masked officers did not display some form of 
Identification prominently on their uniforms, this could 
prevent Identification of alleged assailants and thus 
prOVide them With complete impunity. 
a Gilbert Kouam Tamo, a Cameroonlan, alleged that 
during his deportation from Zurich in April, masked 
officers kicked and punched him, beat him with batons, 
applied such pressure to his neck that he felt he was 
choking, pressed a pillow over his face and, when he 
was bound hand and foot and attached to an airline 
seat by several belts, twice punched him in Ihe face. He 
also claimed that there was an unsuccessful attempt to 
inject him and that he was deprived of food and drink 
during a nine-hour night. A hospital In  Cameroon 
recorded extensive cuts and bruises to his face 
and body. 
Khaled Abuzarifa 
In January the BUlach Public Prosecutor's office 
investigating the death of Khaled Abuzarlfa, a 
PalestInian, during deportation from Zurlch-Kloten 
airport in March 1999, announced that, in view of the 
findings of a post-mortem examination, three police 
officers and a doctor employed by Ihe Canton of Bern, 
where the deportation operation began, had been put 
under formal investIgation in connection With possible 
manslaughter charges. 

Khaled Abuzarifa was given a sedative tablet, had his 
mouth sealed with adheSive tape. was bound hand and 
foot, and strapped Into a wheelchair In preparation for 
deportation. The post-mortem report concluded that 
he died of suffocation as a result of the restraining 
measures to which he was subjected. It criticized the 
escorting police officers for losing valuable time in 
removing the adheSive tape after observing that he was 
unwell and noted that they had not received relevant 
training. The doctor, who assisted at the taping of the 
mouth and certified It as safe. even though the 
deportee was only able to breath through one nostril, 
was criticized for failing to provide them with relevant 
instructions. A supplementary forensic report was 
subsequently drawn up at the request of the accused 
and the criminal investigation remained open at the 
end of the year. 

Universal jurisdiction over war crimes 
In May a military appeal court reduced a sentence of 
life imprisonment passed on Fulgence Nlyonteze. a 
former local government official In Rwanda. to 14 years' 
imprisonment. In 1999, in the first trial of its kind in the 
national jurisdiction of a foreign country, a military 
court had found Fulgence Niyonteze guilty of murder. 
incitement to murder and war crimes in the context of 
the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. 
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The appeal court found him guilty of war crimes and 
sentenced him for violation of the Geneva Conventions 
but set aside the charges of murder and incitement to 
murder, declaring that military Jurisdiction was not 
competent to examine such offences when committed 
abroad by a civilian. Both Fulgence Nlyonteze and the 
prosecutor lodged appeals agamst the sentence. As In 
the first instance rnal, there was concern that the 
anonymity of witnesses was not adequately protected 
dunng the appeal hearings. 

AI country report 
• Concerns In Europe, January - June 2000: Switzerland 

(AI Index: EUR 01 1003/2000) 
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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
Head of state: Bashar al-Assad (replaced Hafez al-Assad 
in Ju ly) 
Head of government: Muhammad Mustafa Miro 
(replaced Mahmud al-Zu'bi In March) 
Capital: Damascus 
Population: 16.1 million 
Official language: ArabiC 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court 

Hundreds of political prisoners including prisoners of 
conscience were released during 2000, mostly as the 
result of a presidential amnesty issued in November. 
Restrictions on freedom of expression were 
apparently relaxed to some extent Dozens of people 
were arrested during 2000 for political reasons. 
Hundreds of political prisoners, including prisoners 
of conscience, remained in detention without trial or 
serving long sentences passed after unfair trials by 
the Supreme State Security Court (SSSC), At least one 
political prisoner died in custody and scores of ill 
political detainees remained held in  cruel and 
inhuman conditions. The fate of hundreds of people 
who "disappeared" in the late 1 970s and 19BOs 
remained unknown. There were continuing reports of 
torture and i ll-treatment of political detainees. 

Background 
Following the death of President Hafez al-Assad In June, 
his son Bashar al-Assad was elected President m a 
general referendum in July. He was nommated as the sole 
candidate for the presidency by the ruling Ba'th parry. 

There were calls for political and economic 
liberalization from people Including members of the 
National Assembly. A public statement issued by 99 
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Syrian intellectuals, mostly resident in SYria, called for 
the lifting of the state of emergency, which has been m 
place since 1963, and the release of political prisoners. 
This was the first time that such a statement had been 
issued without those involved being arrested and 
detained or otherwise harassed. In addition, the Ba'th 
parry leadership approved a resolution allowmgJunlor 
members of the Progressive National Front, including 
the two wings of the SYrian Communist Party, to publish 
their own newspapers. 

Human rights defenders 
Restrictions Imposed on the Committees for the 
Defence of Democratic Freedoms and Human Rights in 
Syria (CDF) were relaxed durlng2ooo, allowing a 
plenary meeting to take place, attended by (OF 
members and other human rights activists and 
intellectuals. (In a related development. the 
restrictIons Imposed on the movement of Aktham 
Nu'aysa, a former prisoner of conscience, were lifted) 
During 2000, four members of the (OF who had been 
detained in connection with the distributIon of a (OF 
leaflet marking the anmversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights were released, although 
prisoner of conscience Nlzar Nayyuf remained in 
detention. The four released prisoners were 'Mif 
Muzhir, Muhammad All Hablb, Bassam al-Shaykh and 
Thabit Murad. 
a Human rights defender Ntzar Nayyuf remained 
held despite his Ill-health, aher being moved to 
Sednaya Prison following the closure during the year of 
Mezze Prison. Sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment for 
his involvement with the (OF, he was held in solitary 
confinement. Nizar Nayyuf was suffering from, among 
other things. a disease of the lower spine, apparently 
caused as a result of torture; weakening of the legs, 
leavmg him unable to walk unaIded; and deteriorating 
eyesight. 

Arrests 
Sporadic arrest and detention of individuals for 
politIcal reasons contmued dUring 2000. 

Among those detained were individuals crulcal of the 
government and nationals of neighbouring Arab 
countries. 

There were reports about the arrest and detention of 
asylum-seekers forcibly returned to Syria. They 
Included Hussain Daoud, reportedly forcibly returned 
to SYria from Germany accompanied by German police 
officers. He was reportedly arrested in December at 
Damascus airport and transferred to Far'Falasrln. 
Palestine Branch, where he was held at the end of 2000. 
His arrest was believed to be connected to his 
involvement with the unauthorized Kurdish Popular 
Union Party in SYria. 

The arrest and transfer from Lebanon to Syria of at 
least fIVe Lebanese soldiers In 1999 came to light. They 
included sergeants Nlmer al-Naddaf and Fuad 'Asaker 
They were held incommunicado in detention centres 
including Far' Falasrln, Palestine Branch. and Far 'al­
Tahqlq al- 'Askari, Military Interrogation Branch, where 
torture and ill-treatment were routine. 
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There were reports of harassment and intimidation 
of former prisoners of conscience released dUring the 
year and of the families of exiled Syrians. 
G Ra'ad Washil Muhammad al-Shammari, an Iraqi 
national aged 42, was arrested in June and was 
reportedly held incommunicado in a detention centre 
In Damascus. Marned with four children, Ra'ad Washil 
Muhammad ai-Sham man was apparently arrested 
solely for pohucal reasons and there were fears that he 
may have been tortured. He had In the past been 
detained for several years in Iraq for his involvement 
with the unauthorized Iraqi Communtst Party. 
a Relatives of a former prisoner of conscience who 
sought asylum overseas were repeatedly summoned to 
the Political Secumy Department for questioning about 
his whereabouts. Members of his family, including his 
wife and children, were held for hours at the security 
office almost daily and subjected to verbal abuse and 
beating. Before managing to escape, the former 
prisoner of conscience used to be summoned r�ularly 
10 the same department and subjected to torture and 
Ill-treatment. 

Releases of political prisoners 
Presidential amnesty 
Hundreds of political prisoners, including pnsoners of 
conSCience, were released in November following an 
amnesty issued by PreSident Bashar al-Assad marking 
the 30th anniversary of the mil itary coup which 
brought the late President Hafez al-Assad to power in 
1970. The main beneficiaries were members of the 
unauthorized al-Ikhwan al-/'1usflmun, Muslim 
Brotherhood, and their sympathizers. They had been 
held, mostly Incommunicado, in Tadmur Pnson. Some 
had been detained Without trial since 1979, Out of a 
total of around 600 released prisoners, according to 
the of he la I media, more than 400 had been held in 
Tadmur Pnson. 

Among those released were scores of prisoners of 
conscience, most of whom were detained in 
connection with their involvement with the 
unauthorized Hizb al-'Amal al-Shuyu'/ (PCA), Party for 
Communist Action, and a/-HJZb al-Shuyu'i al-Maktab 
al-Siyassi(CPPB), Communist Party- PolitIcal 
Bureau. All these prisoners of conscience had been 
sentenced to up to IS years' impnsonment after unfair 
trials before the SSSc. They Included Faraj Ahmad 
Blrqdar, Jurays Yusuf al-Talll, Nu'man 'Ali 'Abdu and 
'Umar al-Hayek 

The presidential amnesty also led to the release of 46 
Lebanese political detainees, some of whom who had 
been imprisoned since the 1980s. 
Other releases 
A pattern of releases of politIcal prisoners, Including 
prisoners of conSCIence, after the expiry of their 
sentences or after long-term detention without trial, 
continued during 2000. Among those released were 
prisoners of conscience Fateh Jamus and Asian 'Abd al­
Karim, both leading members of the PCA, who had been 
held beyond the expiry of theIr IS-year sentences. Also 
released were more than 20 Jordanian and Palestinian 
political prisoners. 
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Prisoners of conscience 
Although the number of pnsoners of conscIence 
decreased significantly during2000 as a result of 
releases, dozens remained In detention, some of them 
serving long sentences passed by the SSSC after unfair 
trials. They included nine members of the PCA serving 
up to 22 years' impnsonment, and scores of prisoners of 
conscience or poSSible prisoners of conscience 
detained incommuOlcado since the late 1970S in 
connection with their involvement with the Muslim 
Brotherhood, whose fate remained unknown. All the 
remaining prisoners of conscience who had been 
sentenced to prison terms of up to IS years in 
connection with their membership of the (PPB were 
released dunng 2000. 
a 'Abd al-'Aziz al-Khayyir was arrested in February 
1992 by members of al-Mukhabarat al-'Askarlyya, 
Military Intelligence, in connection WIth hiS 
involvement with the PCA. along with a dozen other 
leadlOg members of the PCA All were reportedly 
tortured and ill-treated during theIr Initial stage of 
detenllon. In August 1995, he was sentenced by the 
SSSC to 22 years' imprisonment after an unfair trial. 
'Abd al-'Aziz al-Khayyir was tried together with Bahjat 
Sha'bu, 'Abbas Mahmud 'Abbas. Muhammad Hasan 
Ml'mar and 'Adnan Mahful, who also remained in 
prison serVing up 10 17 years' imprisonment. 

'Disappearances' 
The cases of hundreds of people, IOcluding suspected 
members of the Muslim Brotherhood and Lebanese 
nationals, who �disappeared� in the late 1970S and 
1980s remained unresolved. Despite the release of 46 
Lebanese political prisoners, the fate of scores of 
others remained unknown. They included Lebanese 
soldIers believed to have been taken to Syria In October 
1990 {ollowlOg armed clashes between Syrian forces 
and troops loyal to the former Lebanese Army 
Commander Michel 'Aoun. 
Cl Khadlja Yahya Bukharl, a Lebanese woman Singer, 
-disappeared- following her arrest in SYria on 29 April 
1992, AI was informed by theauthonties during 2000 
that she had in fact been sentenced to death and 
executed on 2 December 1992. The authorities had not 
informed her family about her execution or handed 
over her body. The authorilles stated that she had been 
executed on charges of spymg for the Israeli 
intelligence service in Cyprus and recruitlOg a Syrian 
officer to cooperate with the Israeli intelligence 
service. The Syrian officer, who according to AI's 
informatIon was her husband, was also sentenced to 
death and executed. The authorities did not provide his 
name or the date of his execution. 

Political prisoners 
Hundreds of long-term polItIcal prisoners, lncluding 
members of the Muslim Brotherhood, the Arab 
Communist Party (ACP) and the Democratic Ba'th Party 
(DBP), remained held in prisons sInce being arrested in 
the 1970S and 1980s. Many were held incommunicado 
without trial and others were servmg long sentences 
passed after unfair trials. 
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Reports indicated that members of the ACP were 
particularly harshly treated while held 10 Sednaya 
Prison. They were said to be suffenng from serious 
health and mental problems. They Included Haytham 
Na 'al, a university law student arrested in 1975; 
Ghayyath Shima, a university science studem; and Faris 
Murad. 

Scores of people, mcluding women taken as 
"hostages� 10 the early 1980s and In recent years 
instead of relatives suspected of links with the Muslim 
Brotherhood. remained detained mcommunicado in 
Tadmur Prison and other detention centres. 
a Midhat Munir Tayfur. a 46-year-old foreman. was 
reportedly arrested by the Syrian securuy forces at 
Dar'a at the Syrian-Jordanian border on 22 May 1998, 
despite having permission from the Syrian embassy in 
Jordan to visit his family. Midhat Munir Tayfur. married 
with five chi ldren, IS the brother of a leading member 
of the Mushm Brotherhood. Since his arrest, he has 
been held Incommunicado, apparently at the Military 
Interrogation Branch m Damascus. There were serious 
concerns about his fate and fears that he may have 
been tortured to extract information about his 
brother. 

There were fewer reports of torture during2000, but 
the system allowing for its application remained intact 
and there were apparently no investigations into 
previous allegations of torture and ill-treatment. 
Torture and ill-treatment of political detainees 
continued to be systematically applied in Tadmur 
Prison and other detemlon centres. includlOg Palestine 
Branch and the MIlitary Interrogation Branch in 
Damascus and other centres operated by the Political 
Security Department. 
a One prisoner, held incommunicado for seven days 
in December in lieu of his exiled relative, was reported 
to have been tortured by the method known as duI/ab. 
beating with sticks and cables while hanging from a 
suspended tyre. 

According to reports reaching AI from Tadmur 
Prison during 2000. torture and ill-treatment, though 
decreased 10 intensity, continued to be routine. 
Political prisoners, including those who were ill, were 
reported to be held in solitary confinement in 
underground cells. They were reportedly subjected to 
falaqa, beating on the soles of the feet, and repeated 
kickmgs, especially on the back and hipS, leadmg to 
fractured vertebrae. Political prisoners were also 
allegedly ordered to beat fellow prisoners. especially 
those from their own political parties. Political 
prisoners who refused to obey orders were reportedly 
tortured. 

Deaths in custody 
At least one pohtlcal prisoner died 10 custody. 
a 'Attiyah Diab 'Attiyah died in February in Tadmur 
Prison, apparently as a result of torture and iII­
treatment coupled with Illness. 'Attiyah Diab 'Attiyah 
was arrested in Lebanon in 1989 for his mvolvement 
with the Fatah Movement and transferred to Syna. 
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Death penalty 
The death penalty remained applicable in law for a 
wide range of Cflmes but information on the number of 
death sentences and executions during 2000 was not 
available. 

Government communications 
AI sent several letters to the authorities. Among the 
issues raised were cases of arbitrary detention 

The authorities responded. addressing some of AI's 
concerns 

AI actions 
AI submitted dozens of cases from Syria to the UN 
Working Group on Arbttrary Detention and the UN 
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary 
Disappearances. 

TAIWAN 

TAIWAN 
President: Chen Shui·bian (replaced Lee Teng-hui in 
May) 
Head of government: Chang Chen-hslung (replaced 
Tang Fel In October, who replaced Vincent Slew In May) 
Capital: Talpei 
Population: 22.2 million 
Official language: Mandarin Chinese 
Death penalty: retentionist 

The new government of President (hen Shui-bian 
publicly committed itself to the protection of human 
rights. However, legislative reforms to ensure 
improvements in human rights were not enacted 
during 2000. The death penalty continued to be 
imposed and at least 17 people were executed. 

Background 
In the March presidential electiOns, Chen ShUl-blan of 
the Democratic ProgreSSive Party was elected as the 
first non-Kuomlnrang President of Taiwan. 

The new government Included many former political 
pflsoners, includmg prisoners of conscience and 
human rights activistS. In his inaugural speech on 20 
May, PreSident Chen Shul-blan requested the advice of 
AI In brmging Taiwan's domestic law into conformity 
with the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights and in establishing a National Human Rights 
Committee. 

Political and economic instability withm Taiwan 
Increased. Prime MimsterTang Fe; of the largest party In 
the legislative ruan, the Kuomlntang, resigned In October 
following disputes over the construCtion of a nuclear 
plant. The new Prime Mmister, Chang Chen-hslung. came 
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from the same party as the President. the Democratic 
Progressive Party, but the President found It difficult to 
steer legislation through theoPposltlon-controlled 
1es:lslature There was also concern that the economy was 
slowing down and unemployment was rising 

Taiwan planned to commence histone direct 
contacts with the People's Republic of China by 
permitting the Rthree mini IInksR of direct trade. 
transportauon and postal serviCes between the Cities of 
Kinmen (Ouemoy) and Matsu in Taiwan, and Xiamen 
and Fuzhou In China 

Taiwan gained greater integration within the 
international community It was expected 10 enter the 
World Trade Organization In 2001 and was represented 
at the mmisterlal level at the regional APEC meeting 

legal reforms 
The government stated ItS Intention to introduce 
structural and legislative changes to improve human 
rights Vice-PreSident Annette liu, a former pnsoner of 
conSCience, was appointed chief coordinator of the 
President's AdvIsory Group on Human Rights. The 
Group's mandate mcluded compiling a work of 
reference on human rights for use in Taiwan; promoting 
a National Human Rights Bill; consldenng the formation 
of a Nallonal Human Rights Committee; promoting 
human rights education; and reviewing Taiwan's human 
nghts conditions 

A preparatory commiuee led by Anneue Uu was 
formed to consider the mandate and the process of 
establishment of a National Human Rights Committee. 
Proposals from non-governmental orgamzations 
included the formation of an autonomous commiSSion 
in line with internallonal standards The Kuommtang 
party proposed a part-time, ad hoc commission. 

Conscientious objectors to military service 
On IsJanuary, the military conscnptlon law was revised 
and a prOVISion was created for civilian service as an 
alternative to military service. 

On 10 December, there was a preSidential amnesty 
for 21 prisoners, Including 19 Jehovah's Witnesses who 
had been convicted of refUSing to undergo mandatory 
military service for religiOUS reasons. 

Death penalty 
There were at least t7execullons during 2000. There 
were no reforms to laws providmg a mandatory death 
penalty for a Wide range of crimes. 
6 The case ofSu Chlen-ho. Uu Bin-Iang and Chuang 
lIn-hsun, known as the �Hslchih trio�, who were 
sentenced to death In 1992, was sent to the Taipel High 
Court for a retrial. The retrial started in November and 
was broadcast live on teleVISion. AI had earhercalled 
on the government to institute a thorough, lmpartlal 
and Independent Investigation mto reports that the 
three men were tortured while m police custody and 
confessed under duress, and had called for a retrial. AI 
had expressed concern that their earher tnal did not 
conform to international standards of fairness, and 
that It appeared that they had been convicted on the 
basis of confessions extracted under torture. 
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TAJI KISTAN 

REPUBLIC OFTAJIKISTAN 
Head of state: Imomah Rakhmonov 
Head of government: Akil Akilov 
Capital: Dushanbe 
Population: 6.1 mi llion 
Official language:Tajik 
Death penalty: retentiontst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute 
of the International Criminal Court 

At least 38 people were reportedly sentenced to 
death during 2000, although the true number was 
believed to be much higher. One death sentence was 
known to have been commuted. There were reports 
of torture and ill-treatment of detainees. 

Background 
In February the People's Democratic Party won 
Tajlkistan's flfst multiparty parliamentary elections 
stnce the signing of the 1997 peace agreement. 
However, independent international observers stated 
that the elections had been tainted by official meddling. 

The opening of the bicameral parliament. following 
elections to the upper chamber In March, offiCially 
concluded the peace process. The body responSible for 
Implementing the peace agreement, the National 
Reconciliation Commission, was dissolved. The mandates 
of the UN Mission of Observers in Tajlklstan (UNMOll 
and of the Commonwealth of Independem States peace­
keeping force ended In May and September respectively 

The Tajlk. Kyrgyz and Uzbek authorities JOlOed forces 
agalOst the banned IslamiC Movement of Uzbekistan 
((MU) following incursions by IMU members Into 
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbeklstan (see entries on Kyrgyzstan 
and Uzbekistan) 

By the end of December, some 10,000 refugees headlOg 
forTajddstan toescape the fighting 10 nonhem Afghanistan 
were reportedly stranded In very poor conditions along 
the PanJ River which marks the TaJlk-Afghan border. 
Despite TaJlklstan's international obligations, the 
refugees were denied access to Tajik terntory. 

The level of political violence remained high. Among 
the victims of assaults and killings were government 
offiCials and former commanders of the United Tajik 
Opposition 

Reportedly at least 200 suspected supporters of the 
banned Islamist party, Hizb-ut-Tahnr. Party of 
liberation, faced cnmlOal proceedings. The charges 
against them included ami-constitutional activity, 
fuelling religiOUS strife and calling for the overthrow or 
the eXisting state system 

Torture/ Ill-treatment 
There were reports of torture and ill-treatment by law 
enforcement officers in detention facilities. One 
detainee was allegedly forced to undergo an abortion 
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a Dilfuza Numonova , who was held in Dushanbe 
Pnson under sentence of death (see below), stated that 
she was taken to hospital and forced to have an 
abortion in late January. UnderTajik law pregnant 
women cannot be executed. She maintained that she 
was innocent and had confessed to murder under 
duress. 

Death penalty 
Under the crlmmal code, 15 offences were pUnishable 
by death. However, there were no comprehensive 
statistics on the use of the death penalty, which 
remained a state secret. One death sentence was 
known to have been commuted. 
a Rustam Baybulatov was sentenced to death by 
Dushanbe City Court in September. He had been 
convicted of charges Includmg �banditryR in connection 
with hiS alleged membership of a banned armed group. 
He had been arrested in February after threareninga 
former UNMOT staff member in order to extort money. 
The chairman of the court reportedly stated that in 
passing sentence the court had taken Into account the 
fact that the victim belonged to an international 
organization and was a foreign national. 
a In january, zl·year·old Dilfuza Numonova was 
convicted of killing her lover in November 1999 and 
sentenced to death by Dushanbe City Court. Her trial 
was reportedly unfair. In july, following international 
pressure, her sentence was commuted to 15 years' 
Impnsonment by the Presidium of the Supreme Court of 
Tajlkistan. 
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TANZANIA 

UNITED REPUBLIC O F  TANZANIA 
Head of state: BenJamin Mkapa 
Head of government: Frederick Sumaye 
Capital: Dares Salaam 
Population: 33.5milhon 
Official languages: Kiswahili, English 
Death penalty: retentionlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal COurt:.:.-. __ _ 

Scores of opposition political activists were arrested 
and ill-treated on the semi-autonomous island of 
Zanzibar in the context of elections which were 
widely seen as unfair. Eighteen opposition leaders 
and their supporters were released after more than 
two years in jail as prisoners of conscience. 

Background 
The much·debated Zanzibar constitutional reform 
agreement of 1999 between the ruling Chama cha 
Mapmduzi(CCM), Party of the Revolution, and the main 
opposition party, the Civic United Front (CUF), 
remained unimplemented. ElectIons were held In 
October, despite controversy over the independence of 
the electoral commission, particularly in Zanzibar. 
Political tension on Zanzibar between the CCM and the 
CUF escalated as the election drew near. International 
observers concluded that the poll was fairly conducted 
on the mainland, but not In Zanzibar. PreSident 
Benjamin Mkapa was re-elected on the mainland and 
announced his wish lO cooperate with the opposition. 

The CUF refused to accept the result in Zanzibar, 
where the electoral commission ordered a re·run in 16 
of the 50 constituenCies. The CCM presidential 
candidate, Amanl Abeid Karume, won the second ballot 
on 5 November. This ballot, along with parliamentary 
sessions after the election, was boycotted by the 
opposition. At the end of the year, CUF and CCM leaders 
were negotiating through intermechanes. 

There was no progress on a promised Tanzanian 
human fights commission. 

Zanzibar 
Treason trial 
In January the trial of 18 CUF leaders and their 
supporters charged with treason was again adjourned. 
On z6 January, a new Zanzibar Attorney General was 
appointed. His predecessor reportedly stated that the 
CUF trial was a political issue and that the accused 
�deserved to be hangecr. 

An appeal, lodged on the basis that Zanzibar did not 
have a legal right lO bring charges of treason as it was 
not a sovereign state, was finally heard in August, but 
the court deferred judgment to await further 
Information. The 18 remained in custody umil 9 
November when charges against them were dropped. 
The appeal court verdict confirmed that there was no 
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legal basis for the charges. All were prisoners of 
conscience who had been held for at least two years. 
and many for more than three 
Arrests and ill-treatment of CUF supporters 
The January adjournment in the treason tnal provoked 
mass protests which were brutally broken up by armed 
police. Some 10 people were injured, IncludlOg 14 police 
officers. and 40 arrested. A CUF rally planned for the 
(ollowing day was banned. Some )o people were held 10 
custody for several weeks; charges against them were 
sull pending at the end of the year 

Widespread arbitrary beatings of some )00 
OPPOsitiOn party supporters and the arrest of more 
than 100 others followed an IncIdent on 2 April when 
armed police. raiding a CUF office meeting, were 
disarmed and beaten by CUF guards. One CUF 
supporter reportedly dIed as a result of a pohce 
beating. SOme were released without charge, others 
were released on bail. Twenty-one others. including 
CUF secretary general SeifSharlf Hamad, were later 
arrested, and charged with robbery with violence. but 
released on bail. SeifSharif Hamad and his campaign 
manager also faced charges of taking part In an illegal 
demonstration for theIr campaIgning activities in late 
September. 

There were further short-term arrests and beatings 
of prisoners and demonstrators in the run-up to the 
elections. On I1 October, six people were reportedly 
injured on Zanzibar when police opened fIre to disperse 
CUF supporters at a campaign rally at their branch 
office. This appeared to be part of a continuing pattern 
of intimidatIon and harassment 

On ]o October police In riot gear opened fIre With live 
ammunition, lear gas and rubber bullets on 
demonstrators protesting agaInst Irregularities in the 
elections. Scores of people. including bystanders not 
involved in the protest, were reportedly injured, at 
least one seriously. Thlrry-two people were arrested 
and charged with �causlnga breach of the peace-

Following the elections, there were reports of 
several explosions. one of which extensively damaged 
the Zanzibar Electoral Commission office in Pemba on 
27 December, and numerous arrests and beatings. The 
authof1ties blamed the explosions on the oPposllion 
and more than 40 people connected with the 
opposition were detained; some were formally charged 
in relation to the explOSions. The CUF claImed that the 
charges were fabricated 

freedom of expression and assembly 
a In February, 10 suspected followers of Sheikh Issa 
Ponda, a Muslim leader in Mwanza. were charged with 
i llegal assembly and inCiting MuslIms to revolt against 
the government, after they held a meeting to discuss 
the February 1998 Mwembechai riots in Dar es Salaam. 
They were released on bail a few days later, and had not 
been tried by the end of the year. 
a In November Ally Saleh, a reporter for the British 
Broadcasung Corporation (BBC) and human rights 
actIvist. was arrested and falsely charged with 
kidnapping two women. He had persistently reported 
on the chaotic electIon period and human rights abuses 
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in Zanzibar. He was released on bail after 12 hours in 
custody. Charges were later dropped. 

Refugees 
Implementation of the 1998 Refugees Act, under 
which all refugees from Burundi and Rwanda were 
reqUired to go to refugee camps, began 10 February 
2000. However, many refugees were not taken to 
refugee camps. By May, 80 Rwandese and 580 
Burundian refugees who had settled in vdlages along 
the border region, some since the 1960s, were forCibly 
returned to their countrtes of ortgm and scores of 
others were detained awaiting possible refoulement. 
There were some al legations of Ill-treatment. FamilIes 
were separated and refugees given no chance to 
collect their possessIons. 

In a separate case, two Rwandese refugees accused 
of helping the former speaker of the Rwandese National 
Assembly to flee Rwanda, were arrested In February 
shortly after their arrtval in Tanzania and forcibly 
returned to Rwanda, although they were clearly under 
the protection of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). In Rwanda they were immedIately 
taken into military custody and reportedly tortured 
before being released. 

Despite measures taken by the UNHCR and the 
Tanzanian government, many women and girl refugees 
In Tanzania faced sexual and domestic violence both 
inside and outside the camps. There were frequent 
reports of women being attacked and raped by local 
vil lagers when they left the camps to collect firewood. 
a In one case dating back to 1999, 11 people charged 
with assaulting a group of Burundian refugee women 
and girls and raping at least 10, including one gIrl. were 
summarily acquitted In December because the 
prosecutor was late In June 2000 this ruling was 
successfully appealed against and the case has been 
reopened 

Nearly 200 Burundian refugees. including young 
children, were arrested during the year on suspIcion of 
links with Burundian armed opposition groups. Most 
were returned to the camps but some remained in 
detention in harsh conditions on charges of Illegally 
leaving the camps There were further reports of 
recruitment from the camps by all Burundian armed 
opposition groups. 

Extradition 
In August Bernard Ntuyahaga, a former Rwandese army 
officer accused of murdering the Prime Minister and 
10 Belgian peace-keepers in 1994. remained in prison 
while appealing against extraditiOn to Rwanda. AI 
remained concerned that if extradited he could face an 
unfair trial and. if  convicted, the death penalty. 

Other concerns 
Courts continued to pass death sentences, but for the 
Sixth successive year no one was executed. Non­
governmental organizations, Including AI, contInued 
to campaign against female genital mutilation, 
advocating both legal reform and greater popular 
awareness. 
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Witchcraft killings 
There were further reponed kill tngs of elderly people. 
mostly women, suspected of witchcraft, particularly in 
the Shinyanga and Mwanza districts. In June. the 
Tanzania Media Women's Association launched a video 
to raIse awareness about the Issue and stated that over 
the past 10 years. thousands of people had been 
lynched by witch-hunting mobs. The government 
pledged to increase efforts to stem the killings. 

AI country reports 
• Great lakes Region: Refugees denied protection 

(AI I ndex: AFR 02/002/2000) 
• Tanzania: A human rights brief for election observers 

(Al lndex:AFR 56/013/2000) 

THAILAND 

KINGDOM OFTHAILAND 
Head of state: King Bhumibol Adulyadej 
Head of government: Chua" Leekpai 
Capital: Bangkok 
Population: 60.6 mi llion 
Official language:Thai 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute 
of the Intematlonal Criminal Court 

In January, 10 Myanmar nationals were shot dead 
by the security forces after they had taken patients 
and staff of Raatchaburi Hospital hostage. The 
same month, one Myanmar national convicted of 
drugs trafficking was executed. At least one person 
reportedly died as a result of torture by police. Poor 
prison conditions, including severe overcrowding, 
continued to be reported. More than 14,000 
asylum-seekers from the Karen and Karenni ethnic 
minorities in Myanmarentered refugee camps, 
whose population increased to 11 5,000, More than 
100,000 Shan asylum-seekers from Myanmar 
continued to be denied access to camps in Thailand. 
Several Myanmar nationals were forcibly returned 
to Myanmar where they were at risk of human 
rights violations. The Prime Minister dissolved 
parliament in November, and in consultation with 
the Elections Commission, set the election date for 
January 2001. 

Hostage-taking and extrajudicial executions 
In January, 10 heavily armed Myanmar nationals 
believed to be led by the Vigorous Burmese Student 
Warriors, who In October 1999 seized the Myanmar 
embassy in Bangkok, took hundreds of patientS and 
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staff hostage at Raatchaburi Hospital. The group 
reportedly demanded medical assistance for people in 
Kamaplaw, a settlement in Myanmar near thailand, 
which was controlled by God's Army, a Karen armed 
opposition group. Kamaplaw had been attacked by the 
Myanmar army and reportedly shelled by the 9th 
Division of the Thai First Army. Security forces secured 
Raatchaburi Hospital less than 24 hours after its seIZure, 
shooting dead all 10 men, although no civilian 
casualties were reported. Some of the 10 were 
reportedly extrajudicially executed after they had 
surrendered, but no Investigation was known to have 
been conducted. In October the bodies of nine of the 
men, which remained unclaimed by relatives, were 
cremated in Raatchaburi by the authorities. One body 
had previously been claimed by a Muslim organization 
for burial. 

Refugees and migrant workers 
About 1,000 refugees from Myanmar were resettled to 
third countries from Maneloy camp as part of the Thai 
authorities' ongoing policy to ensure the resettlement 
of all Myanmar political opposition activists. In 
February Myanmar national Saw Tin 00 was forCibly 
returned by the Thai authorities to Myanmar, where he 
was arrested, tried and sentenced to death by the 
Myanmar authorities 

Migrant workers and asylum-seekers from Myanmar 
continued to be arrested throughout the year, held in 
poor conditions in Immigration Detention Centres and 
forCibly returned to the Myanmar-Thai border. in 
February, in the artermath of the January hospital siege 
and in the run-up to an international UN meeting in 
Bangkok, thousands of Myanmar nationals were 
arrested m Bangkok alone. Migrant workers and 
asylum-seekers from countries which do not border 
thailand were arrested for -illegal immigration" and 
were forced to remam in Immigration Detention 
Centres for long periods 

In January about 1 .000 Karen asylum-seekers fled to 
Thailand after attacks by the Myanmar army on the Me 
Pia base of the Karen Nalional Union, the malO Karen 
armed oPPosition group in Myanmar. The asylum­
seekers were forcibly returned to Myanmar by the First 
Army's 9th Division. A few days later, after further 
attacks by the Myanmar army resultmg m ciVilian 
casualties, the same group fled again, and were allowed 
to remain at Bo WH, Raatchaburl Province. The First 
Army's 9th Division initially blocked them from 
entering refugee camps but they were moved to Don 
Yang refugee camp in February. 

In January, after the attack on Kamaplaw, more than 
400 Karen asylum-seekers fled to Thailand Some So 
Karen male asylum-seekers from this group 
"disappeared" after having been arrested by the 9th 
DivISion, reportedly for national security reasons. AI 
had no further mformatlon about their fate 

More than 100,000 Shan asylum-seekers who had 
fled human rights violations in Myanmar cominued to 
be denied access to refugee camps and were treated by 
the Thai authorities as "Illegal immigrants·, liable to 
arrest and deportation 
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Political imprisonment 
Sok Yoeun, a Cambodian refugee and pnsoner of 
conscience In Thailand, was arrested in December 1999 
for Willegal lmmlgrauonW and detained throughout the 
year pendmg possible extradllion to Cambodia. The 
Cambodian government accused him of Involvement In 
a rocket attack on Pnme Minister Hun Sen's motorcade 
in September 1998, but there was no eVidence linking 
him to the attack. 

Ramlek Nllnuan. an adViser to the non-governmental 
orgamzation Forum of the Poor, was arrested in July for 
trespassing 10 a national park and remained held 
without trial. His arrest was related to a land dispute 
between the Royal Forestry Department and villagers 
in Kalasin Province, and he appeared to be a prisoner of 
conscience 

In February Chamlong Khamsunthorn died In police 
custody in Ayuthaya Province, reportedly as a result 
of severe beatings and electnc shocks. No 
Independent investigation was known to have been 
conducted. 

About 200,000 prisoners nationwide were 
reportedly held in pnsons with a capacity of 80,000. 
Women's facilities were particularly crowded as 
increasing numbers of women have been arrested for 
possesSion of small amounts of illegal drugs. 
Conditions in Klong Prem In Nonthaburi province near 
Bangkokand in Chonburi, Phuket. Songkhla. Surat 
Thanl, and Chiang Mal Prisons were also especially 
poor. Prisoners on death row were held in iron shackles 
continuously. Conditions tn Immigration Detention 
Centres, which were supervised by the police, 
continued to be poor after mass arrests of migrant 
workers, but in general Improved. 

Death penalty 
A bill banning the death penalty for people under 18 
was Introduced by the Attorney General's Office to the 
Cabinet in December in order to bring Thailand's law 
Into compliance wIth the International Covenant on 
Civil and Pohtlcal RIghts, which Thailand acceded to in 
'997· 

Hla Win, a Myanmar national convicted of drug 
trafficking, was executed tnJanuary. Some 1)0 
prisoners were under sentence of death at Bangkwang 
Prison. At least 4sdeath sentences were passed during 
2000 

legal developments 
In May the government released a censored version of 
a MinIstry of Defence report about the military's 
violent suppressIon of pro-democracy 
demonstrations in Bangkok in May 1992. In which at 
least 52 people were killed. After protests from the 
relatives of victims, the government released a largely 
uncensored version in June, but calls by the relatives 
to bring those found responsible to Justice remained 
unanswered 

In October the newly-elected Senate elected nine of 
II National Human Rights Commissioners stipulated In 
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the 1997 Constitution. By the end of the year the 
remaining two Commissioners had still not been 
elected, making It impossible for the Commission to 
convene. 

AI country reports and visits 
Statement 
• Kingdom ofThailand: JustIce denied eight years after 

Bangkok massacre (AI Index: />SA 39/00212000) 
Visit 
AI delegates visited Thailand In February and March. 

TOGO 

TOGOLESE REPUBLIC 
Head of state: Gnassingbe Eyadema 
Head of government: Gabriel Messan Agbeyome Kodjo 
(replaced Eugene Koffi Adoboli In October) 
Capital: lome 
Population: 4.6 million 
Official language: French 
Death penalty: abolitionist in practice 

Human rights activists, including trade unionists. 
student leaders and independent journalists, were 
arbitrarily arrested, harassed and threatened by the 
authorities. There were reports of torture and ill­
treatment in detention. In June 2000, a joint 
UN/Organization of African Unity (OAU) 
Commission of Inquiry was appointed to investigate 
hundreds of alleged extrajudicial executions in 
1998. 

Background 
The government was criticized by the UN for 
breaching International sanctions and providing 
support to an armed oPPosition group In Angola 
responsible for widespread human rights abuses 
against civilians. 

In August, the Togolese parliament censured Prime 
Minister Eugene Adoboll, one year after his 
appointment, for failing to end the economic crisis by 
overcoming the country's international Isolation. 
Eugene Adoboll resigned and was replaced by Gabriel 
Messan Agbeyome Kodjo, the speaker of the National 
Assembly and a former government minister. 

Earlier, in June, Harry Octavianus Olympio was 
forced to resign as Minister of Human RIghts. He was 
accused of organizing an attack on himself on S May 
with the help of his brother, Antonio Olympio. He 
denied the allegations. A few days later Antonio 
Olympio was arrested and accused of driving the car 
from which hIs brother was allegedly attacked. He was 
released on 8 July. 
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New legislation 
A new press bill was passed at the beginning of 2000 
which limited press freedom and made defamation of 
the government an imprisonable offence. AI believed 
this to be a further measure to silence critics. in 
particular mdependentJournalisls. Detention for press 
orrences such as "spreading false information" has been 
regularly used by the authorities against mdependent 
journalists who play a key role in exposing human 
rights violations by the security forces 

Political imprisonment 
More than a dozen people. includmg prisoners of 
conscience, were arrested during 2000. Among them 
were trade unionists, students and journalists. 
Trade unionists 
On 28 January, NOTbert Gblkpl-Benlssan, General 
Secretary of the Union nationale des syndicats 
independanrs du Togo (UNSIT), National Umon of 
Independent Trade Unions, and Pierre AlIaga-Kodegui. 
General Secretary of the Federation des rravatlleurs de 
/'enseignemenr (FETREN), Teachers' Federation, were 
arrested on charges of "spreadJng false information�. 
Both were released one week later after the 
government withdrew the complaint against them 
Students 
Attempts to silence students continued throughout 
2000. The authorities arrested leading members of the 
Conseil des erud/8nts de /'UniverSite du Benm (CEUB), 
the Student Council of the University of Benin. In 
January an international arrest warrant was Issued 
against Alphonse Lawson-Hellu, leader of the CEUB, on 
a charge of spreading false Information. He went into 
hiding for over a week until the charge was dropped. 

In March, student meetings were violently dIspersed 
by pro-government armed militias who beat students 
and allegedly tried to stab a student leader, As a result 
of the clashes. a leading member of a pro-government 
militia died and some students were injured. Also in 
March, the security forces used tear gas to disperse 
student demonstrat10ns, Some students were beaten 
and injured by the security forces. At least 12 students 
were arrested and charged with gathering illegally. All 
were tried a week later and were released after being 
acquitted or given suspended sentences_ However. at 
the same trial. five student leaders of the CEUB. 
including Lorempo Lamboni, HanifTchadjobo and 
Kokou Segbeaya, were tried in their absence and 
convicted of "disturbing public order, illegal gathering 
and administering a fatal blow·. They were sentenced 
to suspended IS-month pnson terms. 

HanifTchadjobo was arrested on 10April, one week 
after the arrest of another CEUB leader. Koumoyi Kpelafia 
Both were detained in the civil prison ofLomeon crlm1nal 
charges for more than one month before being released. 
They were prisoners of conscience. 1 t was not clear 
whether the charges against them were dropped. 
Journalists 
The authorities brought suits for deramation against 
Independent journalists. apparently to silence them 
On at least five occasions, the authorities confiscated 
editions or the independent press. On 31 July, the 
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Combal du peupleand the Scorpion were seized when 
they published the July report of the Llgue IOgol81sedes 

droit. de f'homme(LTDH). Togolese Human Rights 
League, which was Critical of the country's human rights 
record. 
a Kpagli Comlan, editor of L 'Aurore, arrested In 
December 1999 on charges of·spreading false 
informatlon� was held until .- February. After his 
release, he received death threats and was rorced Into 
hiding. 
a Hlppolyte Agboh, director of the Independent 
weekly L 'Exile. was arrested on 14 April after mistakenly 
reporting the death or PreSident Eyadema's daughter 
After being charged with spreading false Information. 
he was sentenced to a three-month prison term and a 
heavy fine, and hiS newspaper was suspended ror six 
months. He was released In June after a preSidential 
pardon. 

Human rights defenders 
Threats against human rights defenders, particularly 
members of organizations cntlcal or the country's 
human rights record, became a regular pattern. In May 
1999. AI published Toga : Rule of terror, deSCribing a 
persIstent pattern of extrajudicial executions, 
"disappearances�. arbitrary arrests and detent10ns 
rollowed by torture and ill-treatment, sometimes 
leading to death, and harsh conditions of detent10n. 
Since then. members ofTogolese human rtghts 
organizations - including AI members-have been 
harassed. intimidated, arrested and tortured. Others 
have been forced IOto hiding or have ned the country. 
In November 2000, the Dean of ExaminingJudges 
ordered that charges of�false accusation and 
defamation- against Togolese human nghts derenders 
arrested in relation to AI's May 1999 report should be 
dropped, including those against NestorTengue. 
director or the Association logola/se pour la defenseet 
la promotIon des droits de I'homme(ATPDH). Togolese 
ASSOCiation ror the Derence and Promotion of Human 
Rights. 
a On 31 July and I August. Korn Messa Devotsu. 
cha1rperson of the LTDH. was questioned by the 
Minister of the Intenor and threatened wnh arrest after 
the publication of a cnt1cal report by his organization 
on the human rights Situation. The Interrogation took 
place in the presence or a number or independent 
journalists. who were also questioned and CritiCized by 
the Minister ror having published articles on the LTDH 
report. 

There were contlOulOg reports or torture and Ill­
treatment In detention, some relating to Incidents in 
previous years. 
a Nine Togolese refugees. IncludlOg Lawson Akouete 
Latevl, Messa Kokou Paul and Seke KoudJo. were 
handed over 10 the Togolese authoritIes by the 
Ghanaian authorities at the end of 1997. Most were 
members of the Comite logoJais pour la resistance 
(CTR), Togolese Resistance Committee, an OPPOsition 
party in exile in Ghana. After their arrest. they were 
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detained in the civil prison and at Ihe Direction de la 
policejudiClare(DPJ) in lome. In July 1998. they were 
all transferred loa prison in Kara in the north of Togo. It 
was not clear whether they were charged. On their 
arnval at the civil prison of Lame. guards beat. slapped, 
and kicked them. One prisoner, Nyableji John, was 
allegedly forced to eat sand and was then refused 
water. After the beating, it was reported that the 
prisoners could not walk and had difficulties with 
breathing. At the DPJ, the pnsoners were reportedly 
kept permanently tied up. They were not given any 
food by prison authorities. but received food from their 
families. 

In Apnl 1998 Ntsukpui Attiso died. allegedly as a 
result of the beatings he received, insuffiCient food and 
harsh prison condltions_ According to a letter from the 
CommiSSion nalionale des dralts de I'hamme, National 
CommiSSion for Human Rights, to the ATPDH, Ntsukpui 
Attlso died as a result of tuberculosis. 

The eight other prisoners reportedly suHered from 
malana and sldn diseases, for which they did not 
receive the necessary medica non. In Kara prison, food 
was inadequate, the prisoners could only wash 
themselves rwlce a week. they slept on the noor and 
were only allowed to wear underwear. The prisoners 
were permitted to see members of their family only to 
receive food or medicine. Visitors who saw these 
prisoners told AI that they looked like skeletons. 

Proceedings against AI 
After the publication of the May 1999 report, the 
authorities arrested human rights defenders, including 
AI members, on suspicion that they were passing 
information to AI. In September 1999, the Togolese 
authorities started legal proceedings against Pierre 
Sane, AI's Secretary General, and summoned him to 
appear before an Investigative magistrate of the High 
Court In Lome for �a possible indictment for contempt, 
incitement to revolt, dissemination of false news and 
conspiracy against the external security of the state". 
On Il March lOOO, the government indicated that It 
would withdraw its complaint against Pierre Sane once 
the international CommiSSion of Inquiry began ItS work 
in Togo. ln November, the Dean of ExaminlngJudges 
ordered that all proceedings against Pierre Sane and 
four other human nghts defenders should be stopped 
until further notice. However, It remained unclear 
whether or not the charges had been dropped. 

International Commission of Inquiry 
In its May 1999 report, AI called on the Togolese 
authorities to accept national and International 
investigations into widespread human rights violations, 
including hundreds of extrajudicial killings committed 
during the 1998 election period. Reports of 
extrajudicial killings in that penod were later 
corroborated by Investigative reports undertaken by 
journalists and the LJgue benmolse des dralts de 
f'homme, Benin Human Rights League. 

In August 1999. the UN Sub-Commission on the 
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights announced 
the establishment of a commission of inqUiry to 
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investigate allegations of extrajudicial executions in 
Togo in 1998 and noted the government's undertaking 
to cooperate fully wlth it. 

On 7 June 2000, the UN and the OAU announced the 
establishment of a Jolnt Commission of Inquiry into 
al legations of hundreds of extrajudicial killings in Togo. 
The Commission was composed of delegates from Chad, 
Brazil and Niger. 

In August and September, an AI delegation met 
members of the Commission to provide Information 
relevant to the Inquiry. Al stressed the need for an 
effective witness protection program and Informed the 
Commission about ongoing attempts by the Togolese 
authorities to silence witnesses. The Commission 
published two public information notes setting out the 
measures it Intended to take to protect witnesses, 
before It visited Togo and neighbouring countnes 
towards the end of the year. 

AI also expressed concern that criminal charges of 
passing information to AI,  which had been brought 
against Togolese human rights defenders, stili stood 
under Togolese law, even if pursuit of these cases had 
been suspended when the Commission of Inquiry 
arrived in Togo. 

Impunity 
For the past 10 years the Togolese authorities have 
failed to respond effectively to the public demand for 
an end to impunity for human rights violations. No 
steps have been taken to clarify, for example, the 
extrajudicial execution ofTavio Amorm and the 
�disappearances� of David Bruce, Kounl Kodjo, AdJisse 
Essie Djlewone and Edoh Komlan. 
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TOBAGO 

REPUBLIC OFTRINIDAD ANO TOBAGO 
Head of state: Arthur Napoleon Raymond Roblnson 
Head of government: Basdeo Panday 
Capital: Port·of·Spaln 
Population: 1.3 million 
Official language: English 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: UN Refugee 
Convention and Its 1967 Protocol 

Death sentences continued to be imposed but no 
executions were carried out In an attempt to 
increase the number of executions. Trinidad and 
Tobago withdrew from the (first) Optional Protocol to 
the International Covenanton Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR). Sentences of corpora I punishment 
were imposed but not ca rried oul Reports ofill­
treatment by police persisted and conditions of 
detention continued to cause grave concern. 

Background 
The government Ignored repeated requests to meet 
with AI.  In September. following a visit by AI's Secretary 
General. the Prime Minister and Attorney General 
accused AI �and its internal agents� of demonstrating 
�scant regard for the sovereignry� of Caribbean nations. 
In October, the Attorney General read out a nine-page 
statement to the House of Representatives accusing Al 
of being inaccurate and "an instrument of persecution, 
oppression and subversion� of small Caribbean 
countries. The Attorney General also published a 
lengthy criticism of the entry on Trinidad and Tobago in 
the Amnesty Internarional Reporr 2000. 

Elections were held in December. The ruling United 
National Congress party was returned to power with an 
increased majority. 

Death penalty 
There were at least 6) men and four women on death 
row at the end of the year. There were no executions or 
death warrants issued. In October the Offences Against 
the Person (Amendment) Act became law, making the 
death penalry for murder mandatOry for one out of 
three categories of murder, or for those who had 
committed more than one murder. 

On 27 March Trinidad and Tobago withdrew from the 
(first) Optional Protocol to the I((PR. denying individuals 
the right to petition the UN Human Rights Committee. The 
governmentjustiOed the withdrawal on the grounds that 
the UN Human Rights Commlneewas preventing 
executions, despite the execution of 10 men in 1999· 

The government sought to Increase the number of 
executions through the Constitution Amendment 
(No. J) Bill. commonly known as the "Hanging Bill". 
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which limited the Issues upon which condemned 
prisoners could lodge legal appeals and stipulated that 
once a death warrant had been signed by the PreSident, 
the High Court would have �no Junsdictlon- However, 
the government failed to have this Bill passed into law 

In June the Judicial Committee of the Pnvy Council 
O(P() in the United Kingdom - the final court of appeal 
ofTnnldad and Tobago-overturned the conviction of 
death row inmate Desmond Baptiste. He had signed a 
written confession despite haVing no lawyer present 
and having difficulty readmg and writing. and had not 
been advised of his right to have a lawyer present 
dunng interrogation. The ruling also found significant 
fault with the judge's directions to the JUry. Desmond 
Baptiste was released from pnson. 

TheJCPC's rullngcommutmg the death sentences of 
six Jamaican pnsoners In the case of Ne vii le lewls and 
others had implications for Trinidad and Tobago's 
admlnistraUon of the death penalty (see Jamaica entry). 

Corporal punishment 
Sentences of nogging or whipping continued to be 
imposed by the courts. I n  OctOber, the government 
informed the UN Human Rights Committee that no 
prisoners had been subjected to corporal pUnishment 
In 2000, but that 17 prisoners were whipped In 1999 

Abuses by police 
There continued to be reports of ill-treatment and 
excessive force by the police. In January the Prime 
Minister announced that another inqUiry would take 
place into the police service and convened an 
advisory committee to undertake this. Cntics noted 
that no previous recommendations ariSing out of 
reviews of the police service had ever been 
implemented. 

In February the NatiOnal Security Minister stated 
that a total of 769 complaints had been submitted and 
recorded by the Police Complaints Authority for 1999· 

In July the Police Commissioner was criticized by 
members of the Commission of Inquiry into the 
independence of the Judiciary for his vehement public 
refutation of allegations made by a religious foundation 
regarding the iII·treatment of homeless children by 
police. 
a On 4 February a TNT MIrror reporter, Nylnd 
Dwarika. was allegedly beaten by police in San 
Fernando, after he stopped to check a man lying on the 
ground who appeared to be unconscIous. He received 
injuries to his chest and knee as a result of beatings 
with police batons and was subsequently denied access 
to medical attention and legal assistance. He was later 
charged with obstructmg the police. 
Police shootings 
There were allegations that police used excessive force. 
a A 17-year-old girl, AOIsha Neptune, was shot dead 
bya Special Reserve Policeman in Diego Martin on 
I May outSide the Four Roads Police Station. where she 
had gone following the arrest of her brother earlier that 
day. The police orficer involved allegedly told police 
investigators that the girl and her mother had attacked 
him with stones, and that his gun had been flfed dUring 
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this fight. Anlsha Neptune's mother denied that such a 
fight took place, and claimed that she was gunned down 
In cold blood. 

Detention conditions 
In October pohee officers at the Belmont Police Station 
threatened to close their station because of deplorable 
and Inhuman conditions. They were protesting against 
overcrowded and insanitary conditions, where 
detainees spent most of or all day locked In 
overcrowded cells without bedding, sleepmg on the 
concrete noor, with buckets for sanitation. 

Intimidation and abuse of journalists 
The government continued to criticize the press and to 
make comments that could Incite politically motivated 
violence. I" January journalists were attacked by 
political activists attending a rally after a speaker told 
the crowd the media should be �chased awa( and 
-humillated�. ln February the Prime Minister told a rally 
of his supporters to �do them before they do us· and 
declared ·virtual war· on the government's opponents 
In May, two men entered the home of government en tiC 
and journalist Professor Selwyn Cudjoe and assaulted 
his family in what appeared to be a politically 
motivated attack. 

Gay men and lesbians 
Sexual acts between consenung adults of the same sex 
rematned illegal and gay and lesbian people were 
regularly subjected to discrimination and Intimidation 
The government continued to attempt to pass the Equal 
Opportunities Bill with a clause excluding 
diSCrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. The 
Bill failed to become law. In September, the Mtnlster for 
Trade accused AI of wanting to turn the populalion of 
Trinidad and Tobago -Into homosexuals·. 

AI country visits 
AI viSited Tnnldad and Tobago in February and 
September. 
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REPUBLIC OFTUNISIA 
Head of state: Zine El 'Abidine Ben 'Ali 
Head of government: Mohamed Ghannouchi 
Capita l: Tunls 
Population: 9.5 million 
Official language: Arabic 
Death penalty: retentionist 

Repression of human rights defenders escalated and 
journalists and political activists were targeted by 
the police, but responded with an unprecedented 
level of protest against harassment and 
intimidation. Torture and ill-treatment in police 
stations and prisons remained widespread and at 
least two detainees died in police custody. Three 
prisoners of conscience were released but dozens of 
others were arrested. Up to 1 ,000 political prisoners, 
most of them prisoners of conscience, remained 
detained. Trials of political detainees continued to 
violate international standards for fairtrial. 
Thousands of former prisoners of conscience and 
their relatives, and the families of prisoners and 
exiled government opponents, were subjected to 
harassment and intimidation. Scores of prisoners 
undertook lengthy hunger strikes to demand their 
release and to protest at ill-treatment and poor 
conditions of detention. 

Background 
In February and April high-school students and 
unemployed youths demonstrated in several towns 
against price rises and changes tn examination 
procedures. 

In April the authorities' decision not to hold a state 
funeral for former PreSident Hablb Bourguiba 
prompted widespread protests. 

In May people demonstrated In Bou Salem to protest 
at the noods and damage following the authorities' 
decision to open a dam without warning the local 
population 

In all cases, the demonstrations were forCibly broken 
up by police. In some cases demonstrators burned or 
damaged cars and public property. Scores were 
arrested, including people who had not participated In 
violent acts, and dozens were sentenced to pnson 
terms. In October poilce beat women's rights activists 
and others who demonstrated peacefully In support of 
the Palestinian people. 

The authoflties often blocked Internet access to the 
websites of human rights organizations and the foreign 
media, and human rights defenders were often unable 
to access their own e-mail addresses. 

In May, days after criticizing the authorities in a 
French newspaper. former journalist Riad Ben Fadhel 
was shot and injured outSide his home, next to the 
presidential palace, in what may have been an 
attempted extraJudicial execution. 
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Human rights defenders and civil society 
activists 
The targeting of human rights defenders escalated to an 
unprecedented level. Many were prosecuted or 
threatened with prosecution, some were beaten or 111-
treated and others had their telephone and Fax lines cut. 

In December Nejib Hosni. a human rights lawyer and 
leading member of the Consell national pour les 
IIbert�s en Tunisie(CNLn. National Council for 
Uberties In Tunisia, was imprisoned for failing to 
comply with an arbitrarily Imposed five-year ban on 
practising law. Earlier In the year the Tunisian Bar 
Council, the only institution competent to suspend or 
disbar a lawyer, had confirmed that he was never 
suspended or disbarred and was fully entitled to 
practise law. He remaIned detained at the end of the 
year and was notified that he would also have to serve 
the remaining five and a half years of an eight-year 
prison sentence Imposed in 1996 on trumped-up 
charges of forgery. 

In December, Moncef Marzouki, a doctor and CNLT 
spokesman, was sentenced to one year's imprisonment 
for his human rights activities on behalf of the CNLT. In 
July he was arbitrarily dismissed from his post at Sousse 
University. 

In November the authorities suspended all activities 
of the Ugue tunisienne des drolts de I'homme (LTDH), 
Tunisian Human Rights League, shortly after the 
organization's general assembly had elected to its 
board a majority of outspoken human rights activists. 
In December the authorities initiated legal proceedings 
against LTDH vice-president Slaheddine Jourchi for a 
Statement he had signed on behalf of the LTDH after its 
suspension. 

InJune Fathl Chamkhi, PreSident of the 
Rassemblement pourune Alternative Internarionalede 
Developpement(RAID), Rally for an International 
Alternative for Development. and RAID member 
Mohamed Chourabl were sentenced toone month's 
imprisonment for possessing reports by the RAID and 
the CNLT. both of which organizations had been refused 
registration by the authorities. 

Following national and international protests, the 
authorities returned the passports of some human 
rights defenders and former prisoners of conscience. 
However, throughout the year human rights defenders 
were subjected to harassment and intimidation and 
their activities and meetings were often broken up or 
prevented by the police. On several occasions police ill­
treated human rights activistS. including CNLT members 
Si hem Ben Sedrine. 'All Ben Salem, 'Omar Mestiri. and 
members of the Association tunisiennedes femmes 
democrares(ATDF), Tunisian Association of Democratic 
Women. 

In December LTDH and CNLT members were prevented 
from holdingmeetlOgs and some were ill-treated by 
police who blocked access to the meeting places. 

CNLT spokesperson Moncef Marzoukl remained 
banned from leaving the country at the end of the year, 
as were CNLT and RAID members 'All Ben Salem, Sadri 
Khiari and Mohamed Chourabl, and lawyer 'Ameur 
Rouani. 
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AI's Tunisian SectiOn also remained under 
surveillance and In March its members were prevented 
from holding a number of public events by police who 
manhandled some of Its leading members. 

Torture and ilHreatment contlOued to be widely used 
by police to extract confeSSions 10 both criminal and 
political cases and by prison guards to punish 
detainees. A new law, adopted in 1999, maklOg torture 
a Crime pUnishable by eight years' imprisonment was 
disregarded. and no member of the security forces was 
prosecuted for acts of torture committed dUring 2000 
or in previous years. The Six-day legal maximum limit 
on Incommunicado detenlion also continued to be 
breached 
a Lotfi Ferhati, a Tunisian hvlng In France. was 
arrested in August, when he arrived in Tunisia with hiS 
wife for a family visit. He was held 10 the Ministry of the 
Interior for 18 days, where he said he was suspended by 
hiS feet from a pulley and his head was repeatedly 
plunged in a bucket of dirty water, causing near­
asphyxiation (known as the bar1omethod); kept In 
constrained poSitions; allowed only about one hour's 
rest a day; and threatened that his Wife would be 
tortured. He was al legedly forced to sign an unread 
confeSSion admitting to 110ks wuh an unauthorized 
Islamist group. He was awaiting tnal at the end of 
the year. 
a Rldha Jeddi was arrested in September and 
reportedly tortured in MeOlel Bourguiba police station, 
where he died later the same day. Pohce claimed he 
committed suicide by hanging but the forensic report 
ruled out death by strangulation. At his bUflal his family 
noted bruiSes on his face and chest. An investigation 
was reportedly opened but no IOformatlon could be 
obtained by the end of the year. 

Conditions in prisons remained very poor. especially 
for political prisoners, who were held in overcrowded 
cells, where scant hygienic faCilities resulted In the 
spread of scabies and other skin diseases. Political 
detainees were often denied medical care; forced to 
sleep on concrete noars; beaten and Ill-treated; placed 
in solitary confinement, at times chamed: and denied 
access to their families and lawyers. 
a 'Abdellatif Bouhajila. Yassine SeOlert! and scores 
of other Islamist sympathizers on prolonged hunger 
strike to protest against the length and unfairness of 
judicial proceedings and against ill-treatment and 
poor conditions of detention, were prevented from 
receiving visits from their families and lawyers for 
several weeks at a time. 'Abdellatir SouhaJila was 
placed In solitary confinement in October; he was kept 
in chains for five days and had to sleep on a concrete 
floor. He and scores of others were also beaten and 
verbally abused. 

Prisoners of conscience 
Three prisoners of conscience were released but 
dozens of others were arrested. At least three Tunisians 
reSident abroad were arrested when they went to 
TuniSia for family visits. 
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a In June 'Abdelmoumen Belanes and Fahem 
Boukaddous, supporters of the Para commumsre des 
ouvners wnJslens(PCon. Tunisian Workers' 
Communist Party, were released before completion of 
their sentences. 
a In August Taouflk Chaeb, an Islamist sympathizer, 
was released by preSidentIal pardon after a 52-day 
hunger stnke. He had been tried and sentenced three 
times on the same charges. 
a In August. Mehd. Zougah, a French-Tumsian 
national. and 'Abderraouf Messa'oudi, resident in 
Austria, were arrested on arrival in TUOlsla. They had 
previously been sentenced In absentia on charges of 
links with the unauthorized Islamist group al-Nahda 
(Renaissance). They remained in detention awaiting 
retrial at the end of the year 

Several former prISoners of conscience were 
arrested and sentenced to prison terms on charges of 
non·compllance with the administrative control 
requirements to report to the police dally or, in some 
cases, several times a day. Such measures, at times part 
of the sentence and In other cases arbitrarily Imposed, 
continued to prevent former prisoners from working 
and resuming a normal life. 
a In June, former prisoner of conscience 'Ali Ben 
Salem Sghaier symbolically offered his children for sale 
at the local market in DOUI to protest at the 
administrative control measure which prevented him 
from working and earning a living to feed his seven 
children. He was arrested, threatened with 
Imprisonment and released, but was rearrested In 
August and sentenced to six months' imprisonment on 
charges of non-compliance With administrative control 
measures. His sentence was upheld on appeal in 
September and he continued to serve his sentence at 
the end of the year. 

Unfair trials 
Trial proceedings began against scores of people 
arrested in previous years on political grounds. Many 
had been held longer than the 1-4-month maximum limit 
for pre-trlal detention. Some detainees were tried in 
two or more cases on similar charges and In relation to 
the same events, in breach of the rule against double 
jeopardy. Lawyers were often prevented from visiting 
their clients or were refused access to their clients' 
files, and some prisoners were summarily tried without 
their lawyers haVing been notified of the date of the 
hearing. 
a Ahmed 'Amarl was deported from Libya in 1997 
with dozens of other Islamist supporters, tortured In 
secret detention, and sentenced to two and five years' 
imprisonment respectively in June 1998 and June 1999. 
His lawyers were refused access to the documents 
relaung to these trials. In 2000, he was being tried In 
three different cases in which the main charge was 
-membership of a criminal gang-, a charge widely used 
against political opponents of the government. 
a In September the trial began of'Abdellatif 
Bouhajila, Yassine Benzerti and at least seven other 
Islamist supporters arrested in September 1998 and 
accused of having links with an unauthorized 
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association and intelligence with a foreign power, 
reported to be Iran. No evidence was produced 10 
support these charges and it was believed that they 
were tried for their links with exiled Tumslan 
government opponents. In November they were 
sentenced to up to 17 years' imprisonment, after the 
defence lawyers Withdrew from the trial in protest at 
the unfairness of the procedings. 'Abdellatlf BouhaJila 
and Yassine Bemerti, who had been on hunger strike 
for more than 80 days, could not stand, sit up or speak. 

Intergovernmental organizations 
The UN SpeCial Rapporteur on the promotion and 
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression issued a report follOWing hiS visit to Tunisia 
in December 1999 and strongly condemned the 
restrictions imposed by the authorities on such 
liberties. 

InJune and December, the European Parliament 
adopted two resolutions condemning the lack of 
freedom or association and expression, calting on the 
Tumslan government to end human rights violations 
and allow political pluralism, and calling on the 
European Commission to present a report on TuniSia. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• The administration of justice in Tunisia: Torture, 

trumped·up charges and a tainted trial lAl lndex: MDE 
30/004/2000), issued jointly by AI, Human Rights 
Watch and the F�d�ration mternationale des ligues 
des droits de I'homme (FI DH), I nternational Federation 
of Human Rights 

Visits 
In July the authorities refused entry to TunIsia to a Joint 
AI·FIDH delegation; both theAI researcher and the FIDH 
President had been banned from Tunisia since 1994 and 
1995 respectively. The government did not respond to 
any of AI's communications seeking information and 
raising concerns about specific cases. 
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REPUBLIC OFTURKEY 
Head of state: Ahmet Needet Sezer (replaced SOleyman 
Demirel in May) 
Head of government: BOlent Eeevit 
Capital: Ankara 
Population: 66.6 million 
Official language: Turkish 
Death penalty: abolitionist In practice 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; 
Optional Praeetal to the UN Children's Convention on 
the involvement of children in armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention 

Human rights defenders continued to face 
harassment and intimidation; branches of human 
rights associations were temporarily closed and 
board members put on trial. Writers, politicians, 
religious leaders, human rights defenders and many 
others were tried and imprisoned for exercising their 
right to freedom of expression, particularly when 
they expressed opinions on the Kurdish question or 
the role of Islam. Torture remained widespread and 
the perpetrators were rarely brought to justice. 
Prisoners were killed and seriously wounded when 
protests against the replacing of dormitories with 
smaller cells were ended with force. There were 
concerns that conditions in the new smaller cells 
could amount to cruel. inhuman or degrading 
treatment Some 2,000 suspected members of the 
militant Islamist organization Hizbullah were 
arrested; some were held in prolonged police 
detention. The bodies of dozens of people were 
exhumed; the killings were attributed to Hizbullah. A 
number of political killings were reported. The de 
facto moratorium on executions was upheld. 

Background 
Although the conditions set out In December 1999 for 
accepting Turkey as a candidate for membership of the 
European Union (EU) included an improvement in the 
country's human rights record, no substantive reforms 
or improvements were recorded in 2000. The 
government committed itself to a schedule for reforms, 
but major legal changes were envisaged only for 2001 or 
2002. The Chairman of the High Coordination Board for 
Human Rights drafted a proposal for steps to be taken 
to meet the Copenhagen political criteria, a 
precondition for the start of accession negotiations 
with the EU. A revised version of this report was 
adopted In September. 

The former head of the Constitutional Court, Ahmet 
Necdet Sezer, was elected PreSident iO early May and 
made several speeches in which he stressed the 
importance of human rights, the rule of law and 
democracy. 
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The armed connlct between government forces and 
the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) effectively came to 
an end In 1999 and only a few clashes between the 
Turkish army and dissident PKK groups were reported. 
Nevertheless, repression of political parties and 
organizations in southeastern Turkey, which has a 
mainly Kurdish population, continued unabated. 
Representatives of the pro-Kurdish People's 
Democracy Party (HADEP) were arrested and put on 
trial. Numerous associations and media companies 
were closed and demonstrations, meetings and other 
public events were banned. 

Torture/ ,II-treatment 
Torture was widespread. There were numerous reports 
of torture and i ll-treatment of men, women and 
children, mainly from western cities, the southeast and 
the region around Adana In the south. Many of the 
victims were political activists, Including supporters of 
lefust, pro-Kurdish and Islamist groups. Despite 
intimidation and fear of reprisals, dozens of allegations 
of torture were received from people arrested on 
crimmal charges. Other victims of tOrture and 111-
treatment mcluded Kurdtsh villagers, relatives of 
political activists, students and women's groups. 
Allegations were also received from police officers and 
leading figures in organized crime. 

Torture and il l-treatment occurred mainly in police 
and gendarmerie stations during the first days after 
arrest. The most frequently reported methods included 
severe beatings, prolonged blindfolding, suspension by 
the arms or wrists, electriC shocks, sexual abuse, and 
food and sleep deprivation. 
a Ramazan Tekin, Deputy Mayor of Dlyarbaklr, was 
arrested 10 January and held for 10 days at Dlyarbaklr 
Gendarmerie where he was reportedly beaten, 
suspended by the arms, sexually abused and given 
electric shocks. Doctors from the ForenSic Institute 
who examined him reportedly confirmed that hiS ribs 
were broken and his kidneys damaged. His lawyer filed 
a formal complaint against the SecUflty officers 
suspected of being responsible, but the governor of 
Dtyarbaklr did not give permission for the two 
gendarmes to be prosecuted. 
Rape in custody 
Rape and sexual assault by members of the securtty 
forces continued to be reported. During 
incommunicado detention in police or gendarmerle 
custody. women and men were routinely striPped 
naked. Methods of sexual abuse reported included 
electriC shocks and beating on the gemtals and 
women's breasts and rape. 
a Azime Arzu Torun was reportedly raped by 
gendarmes and prison guards with a truncheon when 
secUrity officers ended the inmates' protest in Burdur 
pnson on 5July. She was also said to have been exposed 
to sexual harassment while giVing her testimony to an 
inspector. 
Suspected Islamists 
Some 2,000 al leged members of Hizbullah were 
arrested follOWing the launch of an extensive 
operation against the organization by the securtty 
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forces In January. Subsequently, the bodies of some 67 
people were exhumed; their abduction and murder 
were attributed to HlzbuJ/ah. Some observers claimed 
that Hizbullah had been acting in collusion with parts 
of the Turkish security forces during the armed 
conflict. Some of those detained in the raid against 
Hizbullah were held In police detention for prolonged 
periods during which they were at risk of torture and 
ill-treatment The maximum period for police and 
gendarmerie detention is seven days and. in the 
provinces under State of Emergency. 10 days. 
However, several of these detainees were held for 
much longer periods. 
Cl Fahrenln OzdemlT was detained in February and 
later indicted In the main Hlzbullahtnal in which he and 
14 others were charged With some 150 murders and in 
which the death sentence was sought. On 10 July. in the 
first trial session, he stated that he had been held m 
police custody for a total of 59 days and that he was 
given electriC shocks and suspended by the arms, and 
hiS testicles were squeezed and beaten at the Police 
Headquarters In Gazlantep. 
Parliamentary Human Rights Commission 
The Parliamentary Human Rights Commission 
published nine reports on their investigations mto 
torture and ill-treatment. They had interviewed prison 
Inmates m various provinces and subsequently carried 
out unannounced on-the-spot visits to detention 
centres where there had been frequent allegations of 
torture and ill-treatment. For example, m Istanbul the 
Commission found equipment used for suspending 
detainees by the arms. The reports, which con tamed 
pictures of detention places, mterrogatlon rooms and 
torture equipment, as well as the transcripts of 
interviews, represented an extraordinary step forward 
in official Circles in documenting and acknowledging 
torture. 
Prisons 
There were reports of poor medical care In prisons 
and beatings dUring transfers to and from prison. 
Most prisoners were housed m large dormitOries 
holding 60 or more prisoners, but wings based on a 
cell system were added to many prisons and II new 
prisons with small cells were being built. There was 
concern that regimes of isolation already practised in 
Kartal and Imral! prisons might be extended to the 
new prisons. 

From October, more than 1,000 prisoners 
participated in a hunger strike against the new prisons. 
On 19 December the secUrity forces conducted an 
operation in 20 prisons In which dozens of prisoners 
died. Hundreds of prisoners were beaten before, dUring 
and after their transfer to three new prisons where they 
were subjected to solitary confinement and small­
group Isolation. 
B On 5July pohtical prisoners in Burdur prison 
barricaded themselves in dormitories, According to the 
prisoners, the security forces threw smoke bombs, tear 
gas and nerve gas Into the dormitories and started to 
break down the walls with bulldozers. The prisoners 
said the security forces attacked them with iron poles, 
truncheons, roof tiles and stones, draggmg 
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unconsCIous prisoners out of the dormitories with long­
handled hooks. Lawyers permitted to meet some of the 
prisoners on 8 July noted that all had signs of severe 
injuries on the visible parts of their bodies, and had 
difficulty breathing and speaking. 
Impunity 
The authorities remamed reluctant to investigate 
allegations of torture. Officers accused of torture were 
rarely suspended from duty, and in some cases 
received promotIOns. It was difficult to establish who 
was responsible as detainees were almost invariably 
blindfolded during interrogation and custody records 
were often poorly maintained or non-existent. 
Medical evidence of torture was frequently 
suppressed. Medical officers who falSified reports 
were promoted while doctors who carried out their 
duties scrupulously were harassed, put on trial or 
imprISoned. The intimidation of witnesses and a 
generalized climate of fear also contnbuted to 
impunity. as did prosecutors' reluctance to investigate 
the work of secumy force officers. Judges often 
refused to Investigate allegations of torture and 
accepted confeSSions extracted under torture as 
evidence. In violation of the UN Convenuon against 
Torture. Under the 1999 Law on the Prosecution of 
Civil Servants the permission of a senior offiCial is 
reqUired for the prosecution of suspected human 
rights abusers. 
B In July 1999 Cevat Soysal was reportedly abducted 
in Moldova, taken to Turkey and held for 10 days in 
mcommunlcado detention. He reported that at the 
Turkish Secret Service (Mln headquarters he was given 
electnc shocks, hung by the arms, forced to lie naked 
on ice, sprayed with pressurized water, deprIVed of 
sleep, beaten and forced to swallow a drug. At their 
meeting Cevat Soysal's lawyer noted needle marks, 
bruising and other signs consistent with his client's 
al legations of torture. In November 1999, the 
prosecutor decided not to open a trial against the 
alleged torturers; the Office of the Prime Minister had 
Informed him that a prosecution would not be 
appropriate. InJanuary and February zooo the appeals 
of Cevat Soysal and his lawyers against the decision not 
to prosecute the suspected torturers were rejected. At 
the end of 2000 Cevat Soysal remained impnsoned on 
charges of separatism and being a leading member of 
the PKK. 
No justice for women raped in custody 
By November, 1)2 women -97 of them Kurds - had 
sought help from a legal aid project in Istanbul set up to 
brmg perpetrators to Justice. Forty-five of the women 
alleged that they had been raped and 87 reported other 
forms of sexual abuse. The suspected perpetrators -
overwhelmingly police officers. although allegations 
were also made against gendarmes, soldiers, and 
village guards -were rarely brought to justice. 
a In November 1996, a young Kurdish woman, 
Zeynep AVCI, arrested during an operation against the 
PKK, was subjected to sexual harassment, rape and 
electric shocks at Izmir Police Headquarters. The 
authorities not only failed to initiate prompt, 
comprehensive and impartial investigations tnto 

Amnesty International Report 2001 



these al legations, but also exposed Zeynep Avcl to 
additional gender·based discrimination. In an 
apparent attempt to discredit her, al legations of a 
previous abortion were submilted to the European 
Court of Human Rights towhich she had meanwhile 
filed an application. 

Prisoners of conscience 
Writers. publishers, researchers, environmentalists, 
trade unionists, local and national politicians, religious 
leaders. human rights defenders and many others 
continued to be Imprisoned or tried for exercising their 
right to freedom of expression, particularly on issues 
related to the Kurdish question or the role of Islam in 
politics. 
Cl In July the Appeal Court upheld a sentence of one 
year's imprisonment against Necmettin Erbakan, the 
former leader of the banned Islamist Welfare Party. 
Necmettin Erbakan had been sentenced in March 2000, 
for a speech he delivered In February 1994 during local 
elections. In his speech Necmettin Erbakan had 
criticized the representatives of other parties for �false 
beliefs" and being dependent on the West. He had also 
referred explicitly to a Kurdish electorate. There was 
no inCitement to violence In his speech. 
Human rights defenders 
Human rights defenders continued to face harassment 
and Inumidation. Human Rights Association (lHO) 
branches In Van, Gaziantep and Malatya were closed 
indefinitely and those in Diyarbaklr and Konya were 
closed temporarily. The Urfa branch of the Islamlc­
oriented human rights organization Maz/urn Derwas 
reopened In April. but the Malatya branch remained 
closed. Doctors and other staff of the Human Rights 
Foundation In Turkey (TIHV) worklOg on the 
documentation and treatment of torture in Izmlr were 
put on trial. Doctors In Istanbul who certified torture 
were also harassed. Trials were contlnuingagainsl a 
number of lawyers as well as representatives of IHO 
and Maz/urn Der. 
t:) Akin Birda1. former President of the IHD, was 
imprisoned between March and September to serve the 
remainder of two one·year sentences Imposed for 
speeches in connection with World Peace Day in 1995 
and [996. He had been temporarily released from 
prison on 25 September 1999 to enable him lO receive 
proper medical treatment. but was banned from 
leaving the country and thus prevented from taking 
advantage of offers of specialized medical treatment 
abroad. In March 2000 the prosecutor rejected his 
application for the postponement of his sentence on 
medical grounds. 

Death penalty 
With the deciSion in January to halt the procedures 
related to Abdullah Ocalan'sdeath sentence, the de 
facromoratorium on executions was upheld. However, 
at least 80death senlences were passed in the first 1 1  
months of the year, 28 of which were later commuted to 
prison terms. By the end of the year the death sentences 
of 71 other people had been upheld by the Appeal Court 
and submitted to parliament for final confirmation. 
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Other concerns 
A number of poSSible extrajudicial executions were 
reported. 
a Three villagers were killed on 19 October in the 
southeastern province of Hakkari. A fourth vil lager was 
wounded and subsequently taken into gendarmene 
custody. The circumstances of the killings were 
disputed 

Numerous deliberate and arbitrary killings were 
attributed to armed opposition groups. 

More than a hundred -disappearances- from 
previous years remained unresolved. Some new cases 
were reported. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 

• Turkey: Torture - a maJor concern '" 1999 (AI Index; 
EUR 44/0l8/2000) 

• Turkey Amnesty International's recommendations to 
the government (AI Index; EUR 44/019/2000) 

• Turkey: The alleged torture of Cevat Soysal at National 
Intelligence Agency Headquarters, Ankara (AI Index: 
EUR 44/036/2000) 

• Turkey: New law on the prosecution of civil servants ­
not a maJor step towards ending impunity for torturers 
(AI Index: EUR 44/038/2000) 

• Turkey: Torturers of mother and infant go free (AI 
Index: EUR 44/061 12000) 

• Turkey: Amnesty International's continuing concerns 
and the EU Accession Partnership with Turkey (AI 
Index: EUR 44/068/2000) 

Visits 
AI delegates visited Turkey in April and November to 
research human nghts Violations. AI trial obselVers 
visited Turkey In february, March, May, June and August 
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TUR KMENISTAN 

TURKMENISTAN 
Head of state and government: Saparmurad Niyazov 
Capital: Ashgabat 
Population: 4.4 million 
Official language: Turkmen 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all cnmes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Second Optional 
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death 
penalty 

A prominent opposition activist was sentenced to 
imprisonment Members of unregistered religious 
denominations and their families continued to report 
frequent harassment by the authorities, including 
deportation and internal exile. There was concern for 
the health of political prisoners. 

Prisoner of conscience 
In February Nurberdl Nurmamedov, co·chair of the 
opposition movement Agzyblrlik and one of the few 
opposition figures to openly cnticlze PreSident 
Nlyazov's poliCies, was sentenced to five years' 
imprisonment. At the same trial Nurberdl 
Nurmamedov's 2s-year-old son, Murad Nurmamedov, 
was sentenced to a suspended rwo·year prison sentence 
and confined to Itve in Ashgabat for five years. Despite 
an offiCial invitation to send trial observers, 
representatives of foreign embassies and of the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE) were refused access to the court. Al believes that 
the charges of�hooliganismR brought against Nurberdi 
Nurmamedov were fabricated, that he was imprISoned 
for his peaceful opPOSition activities. and that his son 
was put on trial in order to put pressure on him. 

Appeals against their sentences were turned down in 
March. The two lawyers representing Nurberdi 
Nurmamedov at the appeal reportedly left the 
courtroom before the end of the hearing in protest at 
violaUons of International fair trial standards. At the 
end of March Nurberdi Nurmamedov was reportedly 
forced to publicly confess hiS guilt on television. In 
September unofficial sources reported that Nurberdi 
Nurmamedov had been transferred from Turkmenbashl 
maximum secUrity prison to a prison near Kyzylkaya in 
the south ofTurkmenlstan. As a result of poor prison 
conditions his health had apparently deteriorated 
sharply and he was reported to be suffering from an 
acute stomach ulcer. Nurberdi Nurmamedov was 
released on 23 December under a presldenUal amnesty. 
Earlier in December he reportedly had to repent on 
state television and swear an oath of loyalty to 
PreSident Niyazov. 

Political prisoners 
Following an offiCial Visit In May, the OSCE Chairman­
In-Office said she was deeply disappointed at PreSident 
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Niyazov's unwillingness to release political prisoners as 
requested by the OSCE. 
a There was concern that the lives of political 
prisoners Mukhametkuli Aymuradov and Plnmkuli 
Tangrykullev were in danger following reports that 
their health had deteriorated sharply as a result of poor 
prison conditions and the absence of medical care. 
According to reports. Pinmkuli Tangrykuliev was 
beaten repeatedly by prison guards. He was released 
under the December presidential amnesty. He was 
reportedly forced to repent on state television and 
swear an oath of loyalty 10 President Nlyazov. 

Repression of religious minorities 
Human rights Violations by law enforcement officials 
against religiOUS believers contJOued to be reported. 
Peaceful religious meetings in private homes were 
broken up and the participants fined or detained for 
short penods; religiOUS materials were conriscated and 
places of worship destroyed; religious believers were 
physically and verbally abused and some were 
Imprisoned because of their religion. A number of 
foreign missionaries were deported. 

Internal exile 
Some religiOUS activists had their freedom of movement 
Within Turkmenlstan restricted through the use of 
reSidence permits. 
a Artygul Atakova, the Wife of Shaglldy Atakov, and 
their five children were deported to the village of 
Kaakhka in February and put under ·vlllage arrest". 
Shagildy Atakov. an ethnlcTurkmen member or a 
Baptist congregation in Turkmenbashi, continued to 
serve a four-year prison sentence in a corrective labour 
camp. His supporters beheved that the true reason for 
hiS imprisonment was his religious affiliation. Shagildy 
Atakov's brother. Chariyar, was administratively 
detained for 15 days; the reason for his detention was 
not clear. In February a younger brother of Shagildy 
Atakov was found hanged. The circumstances 
surrounding his death remained unclear. 
a In February, 72-year-old Khodzha Akhmed 
Orazgylych, a MusiJm cleriC, was arrested and charged 
with ·swindling�. ln a radio interview, he had 
reportedly criticized an invitation by PreSident Niyazov 
at the end of 1999 for children to celebrate the new year 
by dancing around a Chnstmas tree chanting a prayer 
to the PreSident. Around a month later Khodzha 
Akhmed Orazgylych was said to have been amonga 
group of prisoners taken to meet PreSident Nlyazov. 
The cleric reportedly asked for forgiveness. and 
PreSident Nlyazov replaced a possible prison term with 
internal exile In a village In Khodzha Akhmed 
Orazgylych's home region. 

Conscientious objectors 
Information came to hght that conSCientious 
objectors Roman Sidelnikov. Oleg Voronin and Roman 
Karimov had been released under a presidential 
amnesty In 1999. However. conscientious objectors to 
mil itary service continued to be sentenced to prison 
terms. 
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a Two Jehovah's Witnesses were imprisoned for their 
conscientious objection to military service. Nuryagdy 
Gatrov was serving a one-year prison sentence, 
imposed in January, in the Tedzhen corrective labour 
colony. He reportedly did not benefit from the 1999 
amnesty because he refused to swear the oath of 
allegiance to President Niyazov. Igor Nazarov. who was 
also detained in the Tedzhen corrective labour colony. 
was serving a second prison term Imposed in March; he 
had previously been sentenced to a suspended two­
year term. 

AI country report 
• Turkmenistan: Harassment and imprisonment of 

religious believers (AI Index: EUR 61 /00712000) 

UGANDA 

REPUBLIC O F  UGANDA 
Head of state: Yoweri Museveni 
Head of government: Apollo Nsibambl 
Capital: Kampala 
Population: 21.7 million 
Official language: English 
Death penalty: retentionist 

Gross human rights abuses by armed opposition 
groups, including killings and abductions, continued 
throughout 2000. Torture and possible extrajudicial 
executions by the security forces were reported. The 
Ugandan army was accused of human rights 
violations including torture in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (ORe). Meetings by political 
parties and others, peaceful demonstrations and 
strikes were disrupted by the security forces, 
sometimes violently. Scores of political prisoners, 
some of whom may have been prisoners of 
conscience, were arrested. Prison conditions were 
harsh. At least 1 0  people were sentenced to death, 
but no one was executed. 

Background 
Human rights abuses by armed opposition groups 
increased during 2000. The Amnesty Act, which came 
mto force in December 1999 and ofrered an amnesty 
to all rebel fighters who gave themselves up, was 
extended in July to the end of the year. The 
Commission to implement the Act was not set up until 
June and was hampered by under-funding. Under an 
agreement between Uganda and Sudan. Uganda 
returned more than 70 Sudanese prisoners of war. but 
large numbers of abducted children held in Sudan In 
camps run by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) were 
not returned. Of the 10,000 children estimated by the 
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UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) to have been abducted 
by the LRA since 1994. more than 5,000 remained 
unaccounted for. Although the government of Sudan 
had stated that the people It returned would be 
primarily abducted children still held in LRA camps, 
these appeared to be less than half of those returned. 

In June a referendum was held to choose a political 
system in preparation for the 2001 presidential and 
parliamentary elections. The referendum approved 
PreSident Yoweri Museveni's �Movemen( system, 
which does not allow poltucal parties to contest 
elections. In August the Referendum and Other 
PrOVisions Act was annulled by the Constitutional 
Court, followlnga petition by the opposition 
Democratic Party, on the grounds that it had been 
passed Into law without a quorum. In response. the 
government enacted the Constitutional Amendments 
Act in September, which increased the power of 
parliament, barred courts from inquiring into 
parliamentary proceedings, and reduced the 
requirement for a parliamentary quorum. 

In September the Ugandan Human Rights 
Commission opened an office in Soroti district and the 
army set up a human rights desk In Luwero distriCt. 

Abuses by armed oppOSItion groups 
Lord's Resista nce Army 
There was an increase in abuses by the LRA In 2000, 
primarily against civilian targets. Killings, torture. 
including rape, and abductions, particularly of 
children. were reported throughout the year, mainly in 
the northern districts of Gulu and Kitgum. Abducted 
children were forced to become child soldiers. and girls 
were used by LRA commanders as sexual slaves. Nearly 
80 per cent oflRA combatants were abducted children, 
according to estimates. 
a In May, 16 children between the ages of nine and 18 
were reportedly abducted by the LRA in Gulu district. 
a In October a two-year-old child was among five 
civilians abducted in Alero sub·county. 
a In October Father Rafaelle Di Bari, an Italian Priest 
who had lived In Uganda for over 30 years, was killed by 
the LRA on the road to his home in Kitgum district. His 
death was followed by a grenade attack by the LRA on 
Opit Travellers Inn disco hall in Gulu town, which left 
nine people killed and scores injured. Both attacks 
appeared to be In response to a renewal of the 
agreement between Sudan and Uganda in September in 
which the Sudanese government agreed to force the 
LRA to move its bases I,oookm from the border. 
Allied Democratic Front 
Abuses in western Uganda by the Allied Democratic 
Front (ADF), based in the DRC, continued throughout 
2000. They included killings, maimlngs and abductions 
of civilians, including children, to become soldiers. 
Although security In Kasese. Kabarole and Bundibugyo 
districts improved a little, attacks by the ADF spread to 
Bushenyi, Hoima. Klbaale and Mbarara districts during 
the year. 
a In August, seven people were killed In one attack 
by the ADF in Bushenyi district. 
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Human rights violations by security forces 
Reports ofhuman rights violations by the security 
forces. including possible extrajudicial executions. 
torture and detention without trial. continued. There 
were reports of human rights violations by the army. 
the Ugandan People's Defence Forces (UPDF), fighting 
In support of rebel forces in the ORe. 
a In April Ugandan troops were reportedly involved 
In deliberate and arbitrary killings of members of the 
lendu ethnic group in Kibali·ltun province. and In 
other abuses. At least 700 unarmed Civilians were 
reportedly killed when Ugandan and Rwandese troops 
fought for control ofKisangani in June and July. In 
August over 100 children were reportedly taken from 
the ORe to Jinja in Uganda by government forces for 
military training. More than 4.000 members of the 
UPDF were withdrawn from the ORC by September. 
Political prisoners 
Scores of people. Including some possible prisoners of 
conscience. were briefly detained wuhout charge or 
trial. often In military barracks. The majority of 
detainees were suspected members or supporters of 
armed opposition groups. 
a In February. two men were reportedly arrested by 
the army and held in incommunicado detention In 
military barracks In Mbarara district for more than 
three months before being released Without charge. 
eJ In June Alia Turigye was reportedly arrested by the 
police In Bushenyl district and handed over to the UPOF 
\0 Mbarara. She was held illegally in incommunicado 
detention at an undisclosed location for two months 
before being charged with treason and held on remand 
in luzlra prison. 

At least 75 prisoners were pardoned under the 
Amnesty Act. some of whom had been held without trial 
on treason charges for more than three years. The 
Amnesty Commission reported that it had received over 
300 applications from prisoners detained in lUllfa 
prison. the majority of whom were held on treason 
charges. More than 2.000 refugees in Nairobi. Kenya. 
mainly former members of the lRA. were still waiting for 
their applications to be processed by the end of 2000 

There were reports of torture and possible extrajudicial 
executions by members of the UPDF. members of local 
Defence Units (LDU) and the police, 
a In August Hafusa Muzamtli was reportedly raped 
and killed by UPDF soldiers from the army 
headquarters at Bombo. luwero district. 
e In September, 18 lDU members reportedly forced 
more than 15,000 villagers in Kapchorwa district to flee 
their homes. The LOU members attacked local home 
guards at the sub·county prison who were holding 
three lDU members accused of beating Simon Kitiyo. an 
alleged thief. into a coma. One civilian and two LOU 
members were Injured and three killed. 

Freedom of assembly and association 
Despite leglslauve changes in preparation for the 
referendum on the political system, restrictions to 
prevent political parties contesting elections remained. 

252 

Scores of pnsoners of conscience were arrested for 
short periods after public meetings and peaceful 
demonstrations organized by political parties, human 
rights groups and others were broken up by the police. 
sometimes violently. 
CS' In May in Mbaledistrlcl, police officers dispersed a 
crowd and arrested participants at a seminar on the 
referendum organized by the Uganda Young Congress, 
youth wing of the opposition Uganda People's Congress. 
a In June. 11 students were arrested in Kampala and 
charged with �mlsconduct and alarming the President-, 
which carries a life sentence, after they attempted to 
disrupt a rally by the President at Makerere University 
They were reportedly carrying anti-Movement placards 
and shoutmg slogans. 
a In September several people were injured when 
police violently dispersed a meeting in Gulu district to 
celebrate the fifth anniversary of the Uganda Young 
Democrats 

Freedom of expression 
Journalists continued to face harassment and arbitrary 
arrest 
"Cl In February, two journalists. Frank Bagonza Kimome 
and Joseph Kasimbazi, were detained by the army for a 
week and subsequently charged With publishing false 
news after VoiceofTororadio falsely reported that over 
lO people had been killed by the ADF. The station 
retracted the report shortly after it was broadcast. The 
case had not come to court by the end of 2000. 
a The case against the three senior editors of the 
independent dally The Monitor-Charles Onyango· 
Obbo. David Ouma Balikowa and Wafula Oguttu­
began in September. They had been charged in May 
1999 with sedition and publishing a false statement 
following the publication of a photograph allegedly 
show1ng members of the UPDF assaultinga woman. 

Prison conditions 
Prison conditions remained harsh and life threatemng. 
Both civilian and military prisons had high mortality 
rates from overcrowding. malnutrition. diseases spread 
by insanitary conditions. and HIV/AIDS. Pre·trial 
detainees comprised nearly three quarters of the 
prison population. The average time In pre·trial 
detention was two to three years. Because of lack of 
space in juvenlle faCilities. juvenIles were often 
imprisoned with adults. 

Death pena Ity 
At least 10 people were sentenced to death. including 
one woman. At least I1 members of the UPDF had their 
sentences quashed on appeal. Including two who had 
been in prison awaiting appeal for more than 11 years. In 
July President Museveni commuted the death sentences 
of 16 prisoners to life imprisonment and pardoned over 
500 other prisoners. There were more than 260 
prisoners under sentence of death at the end of 2000. 

AI visit 
AI delegates visited Uganda in April. They met 
journalists, human rights organizations and others. 
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UKRAINE 
Head of state: Leomd Kuchma 
Head of government: ViktorYushchenko 
Capital: Kiev 
Population: 50.7 million 
Official language: Ukrainian 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the involve­
ment of children in armed conflict; OptIonal Protocol to 
the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court; Protocol No. 6 to the 
European Convention on Human Rights concerning the 
abolition ofthe death penalty 

Ukraine removed the death penalty from its criminal 
code. There were a significant number of allegations 
of police ill-treatment and torture of detainees. 
Allegations that military conscripts were subjected to 
violent treatment known as "hazingH were also 
received. An independent journalist appa rently 
"disappeared". The Ukrainian coastguard reportedly 
used excessive force against Turkish fishermen in the 
Black Sea, resulting in one death. Ukraine lacked a 
genuine civilian alternative service to military service. 

Death penalty 
The Constitutional Court ruled on 30 December 1999 
that articles in thecnminal code providing for the 
death penalty were unconstitutional. FollOWing the 
Court's decision, on 22 February 2000 the Ukrainian 
parliament, Verkhovna Rada, removed the death 
penalty from the criminal code, It also ratified Protocol 
No. 6 to the European Convention on Human Rights In 
hne with Ukraine's commitments to the Council of 
Europe, which it had joined in 1995. 

Torture/ I ll-treatment 
I l l-treatment and torture of detainees by law 
enforcement offiCials appeared to be relatively 
widespread. A delegation of the European Committee 
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or PUnishment undertook a 16-
day visit to Ukraine in September, after haVing visited 
the country In 1999 and 1998. Reports of the viSits had 
not been made public by the end of 2000, 
a Anatoly Voskoboinikov was allegedly forced to sign 
a confeSSion at the Ministry of the Interior In Enaklevo 
in November 1998. According to the Kharkov Group for 
Human Rights Protection, police officers handcuffed his 
wrists under his knees and slotted a length of wood 
between his arms and chest, then lifted him up by the 
piece of wood and hung him between two tables. The 
police officers allegedly then punched and kicked him 
while he was suspended In this painful position. 

There were reports of ill-treatment and torture of 
young conscripts in the Ukrainian army. Each year a 
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number are reportedly driven to suiCide and desertion 
as a result of hazing at the hands of other soldiers and 
officers. 
a Between May 1998 and September 1999, 18 recruits 
who had deserted from their units appealed for help 
from the Kharkov Union of Soldiers' Mothers. Sixteen of 
them stated that they had deserted because they had 
been subjected to hazing. 

Possible 'disappearance' 
GeorglY Gongadze, a 31-year-old Investigative 
Journalist, failed to return home on the evening of 16 
September. He was editor of the Internet newspaper 
Ukraymskaya Pravdaand an Independent radiO 
journalist, and had criticized members of the 
government and their allegedly corrupt relationship 
with powerful Interest groups. In June he reportedly 
wrote an open letter to the Procurator General after 
being forced into hiding by police harassment, Al called 
for an immediate and impartial investigation into his 
apparent �disappearance�. 

On 3 November a decapitated body was found in a 
shallow grave in woodland in the Tarashcha Rayon 
area, near the capital. Kie .... The body was later 
reportedly Identified as the missing journalist. later In 
No ... ember the former presidential candidate and 
leader of the Socialist Party of Ukraine, Olexandr 
Moroz, claimed to have 10 his possession an audiotape 
recording of PreSident Kuchma, allegedly made by a 
former officer of the Ukrainian State Security Service, in 
conversation with the Minister of the Interior, Yury 
Kravchenko, and the Chairman of the PreSidential 
Administration, Volodymyr lytvy. The recording 
allegedly Implicated them In the -disappearance- of 
GeorglY Gongadze. PreSident Kuchma and his 
colleagues VOCiferously denied the allegations and 
threatened Olexandr Moroz with libel action. 

Excessive use of force 
In March the Ukrainian coastguard fired shells at 
Turkish fishing vessels in the Black Sea In two separate 
incidents. AI expressed concern that the use of shells 
by the coastguard to stop fishing vessels may have 
represented unreasonable and excessive use of force. 
a On 22 March a Turkish fisherman, Gurmiz tinar, 
was killed and one of his colleagues was injured by a 
shell fired by the Ukrainian coastguard. The Turkish 
vessel was fishing illegally In Ukrainian waters around 
200km from Odessa. 

Harsh prison conditions 
Conditions In prisons and pre-trial detention centres 
contlOued to fall below international minimum 
standards, and amounted to cruel, lnhuman or 
degrading treatment. Prisoners were poorly fed, 
received inadequate medical care and were held in 
poorly heated and ventilated conditions in 
overcrowded cells. 

Conscientious objectors 
The alternative cI ... ilian service to military service In 
Ukraine extends only to those who object to military 
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service 0 "  religious grounds and belong to religIous 
organizations registered with the state. AI )6 months, it 
is also tWice as long as mil itary service. 
a On IzJuly Andrij TvardiJevych. an IS-year-old 
conscientious obJeclOr, was given a suspended one­
year prison sentence and fined by a court in Kiev for 
refusing to serve In the army for reasons of conscience. 

AI country report 
• Concerns in Europe, January -June 2000: Ukraine 

(AI Index: EUR 01 1003/2000) 

UNITED ARA B 

EMIRATES 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
Head of state: AI-Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan AI-Nahyan 
Head of government: AI-Sheikh Maktum bin Rashid al­
Maktum 
Capital: Abu Dhabl 
Population: 2.6 million 
Official language: Arabic 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Crimmal Court 

At least 1 5  death sentences and 1 8  flogging 
sentences were reportedly handed down during 
2000, although the true figures may have been 
higher. At least two death sentences were 
commuted, while five others were upheld on appeal. 
There were no reported executions. 

Background 
The authorities announced a crack�down on drug 
offenders, following a reported 60 percent rise in drug� 
related offences during 1999. Twelve of the 15 death 
sentences handed down in 2000 were for drug·related 
offences. 

Death sentences 
At least 15 people, all foreign nationals. were sentenced 
to death during the year. Among them was Kartmi bint 
Karim. an Indonesian national, who was sentenced in 
February by a SharJ'a(fslamic) court in the Emirate of 
fujairah to be stoned to death, reportedly after she had 
confessed to adultery (see below). 

DUring the year. appeal courts in Dubai upheld five 
death sentences. In March, the death sentences agamst 
two men, originally handed down In 1997 for drug� 
related offences, were upheld. In April the death 
sentence against an Afghan national, originally handed 
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down m January for drug-related offences, was also 
upheld. In june, the death sentence against a Pakistan 
national, originally handed down in February for drug­
related offences, was upheld. lnjuly, the death 
sentence previously passed on an Indian national for 
murder was also upheld. 
Commutation of death sentences 
The sentence of stoning to death against Kartini bint 
Karim was commuted on appeal in April to one year's 
imprisonment and deportation. During her appeal, 
Kartin! bint Karim reportedly denied confeSSing to the 
offence of adultery. As she had already spent 10 months 
in prison when her sentence was commuted, under 
Umted Arab Emirates law this time was deducted from 
her one-year sentence, after which she was deported. 
The court also sentenced in absentia the man involved 
in the case, an Indian national who had fled the 
country, to one year's imprisonment. 

In April there were reports that Khalid AI·Malla, a 
Pakistan national reportedly sentenced to death for 
murder at the age of 14, was pardoned after havmg 
spent 10 years in detention in Ras al-Khalmah. His 
release and deportation reportedly followed the 
payment of blood money (diya)of approximately 
US$45,000 to the murder victim's family. 

Cruel judicial punishments 
At least 18 sentences of cruel, inhuman or degrading 
punishments such as flogging were passed dUring the 
year; 11 of them were handed down in the Emlrateof 
FuJairah Ten of the 18 sentences were al legedly for 
adultery and 1I of those sentenced were foreign 
nationals. 
a Injune a Sharl'acourt in Ras al-Khaimah 
reportedly sentenced Pakistan nationals jamilah Rasul 
and Mohammad Ish 'ar to 150 lashes and 90 lashes 
respectively, to be followed by prison terms and 
deportation, for adultery. 
a In November, a Sharl'acourt in Fujairah reportedly 
sentenced Pifatool Karima, an Indonesian national, to 
120 lashes and 14 months' imprisonment, to be followed 
by deportation, for adultery. 

Freedom of expression 
In September there were unconfirmed reports that the 
Ministry of Information had made a number of rulings 
resulting in several academics and Journalists being 
banned rrom writing or publishing materials in the 
media The rulings also reportedly required newspaper 
publishers to obtain ministerial permission before they 
could employ columnists to write for their newspapers. 
Several radio and television programs were also 
reportedly suspended In Abu Dhabl. 
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UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND 
Head 01 state: Queen Eilzabeth II 
Head of government: Tony Blalr 
Capital: london 
Population: 58.8 million 
Official language: English 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all cnmes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Ch ildren's Convention on the involve­
ment of children in armed conflict 

The Human Rights Act came into force in October, 
incorporating most of the European Convention on 
Human Rights into domestic law. Negotiations 
concerning the implementation olthe Multi-Party 
Agreement in Northern Ireland continued, but 
killings, bombings and beatings persisted. In the 
United Kingdom (UK), the government introduced 
more sweeping powers for the security forces in anti­
terrorist and surveillance legislation. Detainees and 
prisoners were reportedly subjected to ill-treatment 
and racist abuse. 

Background 
Negotiations over the Implementation of the Multi­
Party Agreement in Northern Ireland continued 
throughout 2000. In February the peace process broke 
down when the government dissolved the Northern 
Ireland Assembly and reinstated direct rule. However, 
the Assembly was re-established in May. 

Northern Ireland 
In November, the Police (Northern Ireland) Act 2000 
renamed the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) the 
�Pollce Service of Northern Ireland (Incorporating the 
RUCr and mtroduced measures to encourage the 
recruitment of Catholics and women. The Act failed to 
highlight the centrality of human rights protection and 
to mclude all the measures for Increased police 
accountability recommended by the Independent 
Commission on PoliCing for Northern Ireland In 
October 1999. These included increasing the effective 
powers of the Policing Board and of the Police 
Ombudsperson to initiate Inquiries. In June Nuala 
O'Loan became the first Northern Ireland Police 
Ombudsperson, leadmg a team of independent 
investigators into complaints against the police. 

In March, the Review of the Criminal Justice System 
in Northern Ireland set up under the Multi-Party 
Agreement was published by a group of experts. It 
made 294 recommendations, including the creation of a 
new prosecution service and an independent Judicial 
Appointments Commission. 
The cases of Patrick Finucane and Rosemary Nelson 
The Stevens police Investigation continued into the 
killing of Patrick Finucane in February 1989 by loyalist 
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paramilitaries in collusion with intell igence agents. The 
only person charged was William Stoble, arrested In 
June 1999, whose trial was still pending. AI published a 
report which called on the government to establish a 
Judicial public mqulry into this killing. In line with 
international standards. The government stated that it 
would make its decision once criminal proceedings had 
been completed 

Rosemary Nelson, also a lawyer, was killed by a 
Loyalist car bomb in March 1999. In January 2000, it 
was announced that the Director of Public Prosecutions 
(DPP) had decided that the RUC officers accused of 
issuing death threats against her would not be 
prosecuted. In May It was announced that no 
diSCiplinary action would be taken against the officers. 
After 20 months of police investigation. no one had 
been charged in connection with her murder. 
Freedom of expression 
Charges under the Official Secrets Act were dropped in 
November agamst a former military Intel ligence officer. 
using the name of Martm Ingram, and a Sunday Times 
Journalist. The two had revealed Information about the 
operations of a secret military intelligence unit. the 
Force Research Unit (FRU), In the late 1980s and 1990 in 
Northern Ireland. Martin Ingram alleged that the FRU 
had used a Loyalist agent to target suspected 
Republicans for killing. Injunctions had been issued 
against two newspapers to stop publication or further 
revelations. 
'Bloody Sunday' inquiry 
The public judicial inquiry into the events or -Bloody 
Sunday·, in which I) people were killed and hundreds 
injured by soldiers in January 1972, opened on 27 
March. It was expected to last at least two years 
Investigations into killings by the security forces 
Four cases, involVing 12 killings or Catholics in Northern 
Ireland, were declared admissible by the European 
Court of Human Rights In April. It was alleged that RUC 
ofricers had operated a policy or killing rather than 
arresting suspected opponents, or had colluded With 
Loyalist paramilltaries. 

At the end of 2000, there were at least 15 Inquests 
outstanding into disputed killings and deaths In 
custody. AI was concerned about delays in holding such 
Inquests, Including in the cases of Sa m Marshall and 
Roseanne Mallon. 
Robert Hamill 
The coroner leading the Inquest into the death of 
Robert Hamill, who was kicked to death by a Loyalist 
crowd In Ponadown in 1997, decided that he was 
unable to hold an inquest because he could not 
guarantee the safety of a key witness. Investigation or 
the conduct of the police ofricers at the scene of the 
attack continued. 
Abuses by armed political groups 
Sectarian killings and attacks continued during 2000, as 
well as �punlshmen( killings and beatings by members 
of armed Loyalist and Republican groups. DUring 2000 
there were 18 killings, 15 by Loyalists and three by 
Republicans. A feud between different Loyalist armed 
groups led to the killing of seven people, including two 
teenagers. 
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There were dozens of �punlshmen( shootings and 
beatings by both Republicans and Loyalists. So·called 
·punlshments· were also meted out to children. In 
April. a Is·year·old and a 17-year-old were shot and 
injured by loyalists in Belfast and a r6-year-old 
suffered head Injuries arter being beaten by 
RepublIcans wielding iron bars in Belfast. 

legislation 
The Human Rights Act came Into force in October, 
incorporating most of the European Convention on 
Human RIghts into domesllc law 

The Terrorism Act, enacted in July, made temporary 
or emergency measures mto permanent ones. AI 
expressed concern that some measures contravened 
international human rights standards or could result in 
human rights violations. 

The Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act, enacted 
in July, legalized a variety of Intrusive surveillance 
techniques, covert use of informants and agems, and 
the interception of communications. AI was concerned 
that the Act failed to provide suffiCient safeguards, 
including judicial oversight, to ensure accountability 
and protection of fundamental human rights. 

In November, Parliament lowered the age of consent 
for homosexual acts from 18 to 16, thereby equalizing it 
with the age of consent for heterosexuals, for England, 
Scotland and Wales The age was equalized at 17 for 
Northern Ireland 

Deaths in tustodyl disputed killings 
In May the government began a consultation process 
on mechanisms to investigate misconduct by police 
officers. AI published a report on deaths in custody in 
the context of the consultation. In December the 
government announced that It would i",roduce a new, 
independent investigation system for serious 
misconduct cases, including deaths in custody. 

At least one person died In police custody in disputed 
circumstances: Asif Dad died In police custody in 
January. 
Updates 
a In Mayan inquest Jury returned a verdict of 
waccidental death" In thecase of Glenn Howard, but 
added that the police officers had used excessive 
restraint and had subsequently failed to provide 
medical care. He died in January 1999 after being In a 
coma since December 1997. There were no 
prosecutions or disciplinary action. 
a In June an inquest jury returned a verdict of 
unlawful killing In the case of Christopher Alder, a black 
former paratrooper who died in April 1998 in Hull 
police station. A videotape showed how officers 
ignored him as he lay on the police station noor for 
10 minutes before they realized he was unconscious. 
The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) was conSidering 
whether to bring prosecutions against five officers. 
a I"june the High Court Instructed the prosecution 
authOrities to re·examine their decision not to 
prosecute seven prison officers involved In the death in 
prison of Alton Manning, who died in 1995 after being 
restrained. 
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o In November the CPS decided that no Criminal 
charges would be brought against eight police ofricers 
reportedly involved in the restraint of Roger $ylvester 
in January 1999. The exact cause of his death remained 
disputed; an inquest was pending. 
a In December the CPS decided that no criminal 
charges would be brought against the police officers 
who shot dead Harry Stanley In September 1999- Harry 
Stanley was walking home carrying a repaired table leg 
in a bag. He had stopped in a pub. where another 
customer mistook his Scottish accent for Irish and the 
table leg for a shotgun and alerted the police. Armed 
police officers approached Harry Stanley from behind 
and reportedly shouted a warning. Harry Stanley did 
not stop. and when he turned around, reportedly after 
another police shout, he was shot dead. 
a In February, a coroner's Jury issued a verdict which 
effectively rendered the killing of unarmed IRA member 
Diarmuid O'Nelll lawful. Diarmuid O'Neill was shot 
dead dUring a police raid in west London in 
September 1996. 

Polite handling of racist killings 
There were renewed allegations that police forces were 
not investigating the deaths of black people, which 
could have been racially motivated, With the same 
rigour as in othercases. 
a Harold McGowan and his nephew Jason were 
found hanged in Telford in July 1999 and January 2000 
respectively. The family alleged that police had 
assumed suicide and had neglected warnings that they 
were under threat of raCist attacks. The Metropolitan 
Police's RaCial and Violent Cnmes Task Force assisted 
the local polIce investigation. 
a In March, a fresh inquiry was announced into the 
police handling of the death of Ricky Reel following 
complaints from his family. Ricky Reel drowned in the 
RiverThames in October 1997. HIS family alleged that he 
died as a result of a racist attack. The Police Complaints 
Authonty's inquiry resulted in finding three officers 
guilty of neglect of duty. An inquest JUry in November 
1999 returned an open verdict on the cause of death. 

I ll-treatment in prisons 
Reports of racist abuse and cruel. Inhuman or 
degrading treatment were received from prisons 
including Wandsworth, Frankland. Swaleside. Durham. 
Wormwood Scrubs and BrixlOn. Reports were also 
received of ill·treatment of teenagers in Medway 
Secure Training Centre, in Portland, and in Lisnevln. 
Northern Ireland. The government announced in 
November that Lisnevinjuvenlle justice Centre would 
be closed down. 
a In November Robert Stewart, aged 20. was 
convicted of murdering hIS cell mate. Zahid Mubarek. 
aged 19. in March at Feltham Young Offender 
Institution and Remand Centre. Zahld Mubarek, of 
Pakistani origin, was put in the same cell as Robert 
Stewart. although Robert Stewart's racial prejudices 
and violent behaviour were known. AI called for a 
public inquiry Into the killing and the failures of 
Feltham. as well as the compatibility with international 
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standards of detention policies and treatment of 
children and young offenders. 

I ll-treatment by police 
There were continued allegations of ill·treatment by 
police officers throughout the UK. 
a In March, Swan Me\chor. a black warehouse 
manager. was reportedly bitten by a police dog and hit 
with truncheons by police who mistakenly presumed he 
was breaking Into a bUilding. 
a In May, two Northern Ireland police officers were 
sentenced to one and two years' Imprisonment 
respectively In connection with the ill-treatment of 
Bernard Griffin in 199B. 
a InJune the Northern Ireland High Court upheld a 
decision not to prosecute RUC officers alleged to have 
ill-treated David Adams dunng his arrest in 1994. 

Impunity: Augusto Pinochet 
In January Home Secretary Jack Straw announced that 
he was considering refusingAugusto Pinochet's 
extradItIon to Spain because of his ill·health. He based 
his decision on a secret medical report by four doctors. 
The Home Secretary refused to disclose the report to 
the four countries seeking extradition until a HIgh 
Court ruling that it had been wrong to keep it secret. On 
1 March, after 17 months' detention In the UK pending 
extradition, Augusto Pinochet was allowed to return to 
Chile. (See Chile entry.) 

Child soldiers 
In November AI called on the UK to stop its policy of 
deploying under·18s In armed conflicts. Children can be 
recruited Into the armed forces from the age of 16 and 
can be deployed in the battlefield from the age of 17. In 
September the UK signed the Optional Protocol to the 
UN Children'S Convention on the Involvement of 
chtldren in armed conflict. but added a declaration 
which Al believes undermines the spirit of the Optional 
Protocol. AI urged the UK to ratify the Optional 
Protocol Without reservation. 

Samar Alami and Jawad Botmeh 
The appeal hearing held in October in the case of Samar 
Alami and Jawad Botmeh was adjourned to 1001. They 
had been sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment after 
being convicted of conspiracy to cause explosions In 
1994 in London at the Israeli embassy and Balfour 
House. AI was concerned that both during and after the 
trial they had been denied full access to crucial 
evidence, in breach of fair trial standards. 

Freedom of expression 
In May, the UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion 
and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression issued a report criticizing provisions and 
practices which limit freedom of expression in the UK. 

Charges under the OffiCial Secrets Act were brought 
against David Shayler, a former MI5 (intelligence) 
officer, who had made a series of allegations about 
misconduct by security and intelligence agencies. 
Davld Shayler returned to the UK in August from France 
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i n  order to face the charges. The editor o( The Observer 
newspaper and a journalist were also investigated 
under the OffiCial Secrets Act for publishing Davld 
Shayler's disclosures 

Charges under the Omcial Secrets Act were also 
brought against a former army general, Nlgel Wylde, 
and journalist Tony Geraghty for the book, The Irjsh 
War. Charges were dropped against the Journalist and 
in November Nigel Wylde was acquitted after the 
prosecution offered no eVidence. The book Included 
Information about computer·assisted surveillance in 
Northern Ireland. 

Refugees 
In April. a system gIVing new asylum applicants 
assistance In Ihe form of vouchers rather than cash 
came into force, as did dispersal of asylum·seekers. 
These measures immediately ran Into difficultIes, As 
predIcted by AI, there was an alarming shortfall In 
access to legal advice for dispersed asylum·seekers, 
many of whom were sent to areas where people had no 
experience of living with asylum·seekers, There was 
some very n�anve media coverage which pandered to 
racial prejudice and created a hostile environment for 
many asylum·seekers. After substantial pressure, at the 
end of September the government announced a full 
review of the voucher and support system as a whole. 

Although the majority of asylum·seekers were 
granted temporary admission pending the 
determination of their claim, about 1,000 asylum 
seekers were held in detention at any given time. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Northern Ireland: The Killing of Patrick Finucane­

OffiCial collusion and cover-up (AI Index: EUR 
45/026/2000) 

• United Kingdom: Questions remaIn after the Inquest 
into the killing of Diarmuld O'Nelll (AI Index: EUR 
45/041 /2000) 

• United Kingdom: Deaths in custody - lack of police 
accountability (AI Index: EUR 45/04212000) 

• United Kingdom: Briefing on the Terrorism Bill 
(AI Index: EUR 45/043/2000) 

• United Kmgdom: The Regulation of Investigatory 
Powers Bill (AI Index: EUR 45/049/2000) 

• United Kingdom: Policing m Northern Ireland -A New 
Beginning? (AI Index: EUR 45/04B/2ooo) 

• United Kmgdom: U-1Bs- Child soldiers at risk (AI 
Index: EUR 45/056/2000) 

• United Kingdom: U-1Bs - Report on the recruitment 
and deployment of child soldiers (AI Index: EUR 
45/057/2000) 

Visits 
AI delegates Visited Northern Ireland in May and 
October. An AI delegate attended the mquest in February 
mto the dISputed killing of Diarmuld O'Nelll, and an AI 
delegate observed the appeal hearing in October in the 
case ofSamar Alaml and Jawad Botmeh. 
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UNITED STATES OF 

A MERICA 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Head of state and government: William Jefferson 
Clinton 
Capital: Washington D.e. 
Population: 278.3 million 
Official language: Engl ish 
Death penalty: retention,st 
2000 treaty signatures/ ratifications: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
r"volvementofchrldren In armed conflict; Rome Statute 
of the International Cnmlnal Court 

Police brutality, disputed shootings and ill-treatment 
in prisons and jails were reported. In May the UN 
Committee against Torture considered the initial 
report of the USA on implementation of the UN 
Convention against Torture. Eighty-five prisoners 
were executed in 14 states bringing to 683 the total 
number of people executed since 1976. Those 
executed included individuals who were children 
under 18 atthe time oftheir crimes, and the mentally 
impaired. In December it was announced that 
George W. Bush had won the November presidential 
elections. 

UN Committee againstTorture 
In May the UN Committee against Torture conSidered 
the initial report of the USA. In its conclusions and 
recommendations the Committee welcomed �the 
extensive legal prorectionR against torture and il l·  
treatment In the USA but found failings in important 
areas, many of which had been raised by AI. 

Areas of concern highl ighted by the Committee 
Included torture and ill-treatment by police and prison 
guards- much of it racially motivated: the sexual 
abuse of female prisoners by male guards; prisoner 
chain gangs; and the �excessively harsh reglme� of 
supermaxlmum security (isolation) units. The 
Committee urged the USA to abolish electro-shock stun 
belts and restraint chairs, stating that their use �almost 
invanabl( led to breaches of the Convention; and to 
cease holding juveniles and adult prisoners together. 

The Committee also recommended that the USA 
Withdraw all "reservations, Interpretations and 
understanding�( registered on Its acceptance of the 
Convention against Torture. These Included a reservation 
to Article 16 in which the USA agreed to be bound by the 
Convention only to the extent that it matched the ban on 
cruel punishment contained in the US Constitution. 

Racial discrimination 
In September the USA submitted its Initial report on 
compliance with the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination, The report 
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described the protections against ractal discrimination 
under US laws and the Constitution, but acknowledged 
that discrimination perSisted in certain areas, including 
In the criminal justice system. 

Race was a factor in many of the Issues cited below, 
for example In police ill-treatment and �raclal profilinf 
In police stops and searches, in sentencing, and in the 
Juvenile justice system. 

Police brutality 
Police brutality and disputed police shootings of 
unarmed suspects were reported; a disproportionate 
number of the victims were from racial minorities. 
Many incidents of alleged abuse occurred at the end of 
vehicle pursuits, during traffic Stops, or during police 
street patrols. Several suspects died after being placed 
in dangerous restraint holds or subdued with pepper 
spray 

During the year, the US Justice Department 
investigated several police departments for patterns of 
abuses and civil rights violations, including raCism, ill­
treatment and excessive force. 
a In February, four New York Police Department 
(NYPD) officers were acquitted of all criminal charges in 
the killing In 1999 of Amadou Oiallo, an unarmed West 
African Immigrant who was shot 41 times outSide his 
home 

During 2000, a federal Justice Department 
investigation found that the NYPD's Street Crime Unit, 
to which the officers belonged, engaged in racial 
profiling-a practIce in whIch blacks and Hispanics 
were disproportionately targeted In street stops and 
searches. The Justice Department was reported to be 
negotiating with the authorities on the implementation 
of a range of reforms 10 the NYPD, including 
improvements to the disciplinary system. 
a In November the Los Angeles city authorities and 
Ihe federal government reached an agreement (known 
as a consent decree) to reform the Los Angeles Police 
Department (LAPD), following a lengthy federal 
investigation inlo systemic problems Including racism 
and excessive force. The decree mandated a range of 
measures, including a reqUIrement that the LAPD 
collect data on the ethnicity and gender of people 
subjected to traffic and pedestrIan stops and the 
establishment of an Independent monitor to oversee 
reforms. 

An investigation continued into the scandal arising 
from the LAPO's Rampart division, in which officers 
were accused of having beaten, shot. robbed and 
framed people. More than 70 current or former police 
officers were under investigation and more than 100 
criminal convictions had been thrown out, with scores 
more under review, In November, three officers were 
convicted of conspiracy and other offences Involving 
framed gang members. 
a Two New Jersey state troopers faced trial in 
connection with the 1998 shooting and wounding of 
three unarmed black and Hispanic men during a traffiC 
stop on the New Jersey Turnpike. The troopers had 
fired 11 shotsat the van In which the youths were 
travelling to college basketball trials. 
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Earlier studies, showmg that state troopers practised 
racial pronlmg, had forced the department to reform ItS 
practices and to monitor stops and searches for racial 
and ethnic bias. 
Cl In November the US Justice Department 
announced that It was investigating an alleged pattern 
of abuses involving the Prtnce George's County Police 
Department, Maryland, following a spate of police 
shootings and complaints of brutality in recent years, 
including complaints Wed by more than two dozen 
people who said they had been maimed by police dogs. 
Ruling on pepper spray 
In May a federal appeals coun reinstated a lawsuit filed 
against law enforcement agencies In Humboldt County. 
California, for swabbing liqUid pepper spray Into the 
eyes of non·violent environmentalists dUring protests 
in 1997, action which AI had said at the time was 
"tantamount to torture". The appeals court ruled there 
was evidence that the protesters had suffered 
"excruciatmg pain" and that use of pepper spray could 
m some circumstances constitute an �unreasonable use 
of force". The case was remanded to a jury for further 
proceedings. 

Torturel ill-treatment on prosons and jaIls 
Torture and ill-treatment were reported in prisons, jails 
and juvenile detention facilities. Abuses included 
beatings and excessive force; sexual misconduct; the 
misuse of electro-shock weapons and chemical sprays; 
and the cruel use of mechanical restraints, including 
holding prisoners for prolonged periods in four-point 
restraint as pumshment. Many reported abuses took 
place in isolation units or during forced removal of 
prisoners from cells ecell extractions"). 

Cruel conditions In supermaximum security 
(supermax) prisons, where prisoners are held in 
prolonged isolation, contmued to be reported. AI's 
requests to tour such facilities in I l l inois and Virginia 
were turned down by the authorities. 
e Up to 30 guards were alleged to have been 
Involved in the systematic il l-treatment of five 
prisoners in a high secumy wmg of Cook County jai!. 
Illinois, in july. It was alleged that guards kicked and 
punched the prisoners without provocation during cell 
searches and subjected them to racist abuse In 
retaliation for having reported earlier ill-treatment of 
Jail inmates. The prisoners -who were also reportedly 
beaten after they were shackled -sustained 
lacerations, brUIsing and bone fractures. A civll lawsu!t 
in the case was pending at the end of the year. 

In July, three Cook County sherifrs deputies were 
indicted on first degree murder charges for the beatmg 
of inmate Louis Schmude in a holding cell in another 
detention facility in May; he died hours later of a 
ruptured spleen. 
a In September the US Justice Department opened a 
civil rights investigation into Red Onion State Prison, 
one of two supermax prisons in Virginia where there 
had been persistent allegations of excessive use of 
force by guards, including misuse of firearms, restraints 
and electro-shock weapons. AI renewed its call for the 
suspension of the use of all electro-shock weapons In 
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Virgmia prisons following the death m Wallens Ridge 
Prison, lhe state's other supermax prison, of a diabetiC 
prisoner shocked with a stun weapon m july (see 
below). The Department of Corrections refused to ban 
the equipment and turned down a request by Al to tour 
Wallens Ridge Prison 
Abuse of incarcerated children 
Children in detention were subjected to ill-treatment 
which included the cruel use of restraints and 
prolonged isolation as punishment. Many children 
continued to be prosecuted as adults and sent to adult 
prisons where, in some states, they were not separated 
from adults and were held In inhumaneor 
inappropriate condItions. 

A study of the Juvenile justice system published In 
April. sponsored by the US Justice Department and six 
of the country's leading foundations, found that youths 
from ethniC minority groups, especially African 
Americans, were more likely to be imprisoned and to 
serve longer sentences than white youths charged with 
similar offences. 
a In February a lawsuit was filed alleging 
widespread abuse at the State Training School in 
Planklnton, South Dakota, a Juvemle detention 
facility. Children were reportedly placed In punitive 
handcuffs and shackles; forced to lie spread-eagled in 
four-point restraints for hours at a time, Including 
overnight; and girls were forCibly strlpped by male 
staff while held in four-point restraint. It was also 
alleged that children, some of them mentally i l l ,  were 
routinely held in isolation for 2] hours a day, 
sometimes for months at a time. 

In December a federal judge approved a settlement 
which placed strict hmits on the use of force and 
punishment at Plankinton. ThiS included a ban on 
restraints as punishment and the removal of four-point 
rings used to tie inmates to beds, and the setting of 
limits on the length of time children could be confined 
to cells. 
111·treatment of women prisoners 
Male guards contmued to have unsupervised access to 
women prisoners or detainees in women's prisons and 
local jails. There were allegations of sexual abuse of 
female prisoners by male staff in states IOcluding 
California, Connecticut, New York, South Carolina and 
West Virginia. Draft legislation was introduced In New 
York to ban pat-down searches of women prisoners by 
male staff. 
El Reports of ill-treatment of inmates at Wayne 
County Jail, West Virginia, Included claims that 
women prisoners were made to parade partially 
naked in front of male inmates, forced to undergo 
strip searches by male guards, fondled by male 
officers or watched while dressing. One prisoner said 
she was coerced IOto a sexual relationship with a 
guard who later resigned. There were also allegations 
of assaults by guards against both male and female 
inmates and the abusive use of pepper spray. The 
results of a Justice Department Investigation into 
al legations of federal criminal civil rights violations by 
guards at the jail were not known by the end of the 
year. 
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a I n  October a state legislative committee held 
hearmgs on il l-treatment in two Caltrornia pnsons. 
Valley State Prison for Women and the California 
Ins mute for Women. Women prisoners testified about 
medical neglect and sexual abuse by male staff. 
Deaths in prison 
a Lawrence Frazier, a diabetic, died In July after 
being restrained by guards and zapped with a 45,000 
volt electra-shock stun gun after becommg delirious 
and ·combatlve- in the Wallens Ridge Prison infirmary 
where he had been taken for hypoglycemia. Although 
the prison authorities said afterwards that a doctor had 
ruled out the stun weapon as a cause of death. this was 
discounted by many observers as the doctor had had no 
access to the autopsy results. Inquiries into the death 
were sull pending at the end of the year 
a In October a state jury acquitted a former prison 
guard on a charge of aggravated battery and coercion 
to falSify reports in the case of Frank Valdez who died In 
FlOrida State Prison in july 1999. The guard was accused 
of beating Valdez and breaking his jaw after he was 
handcuffed. Frank Valdez dled the next day after an 
altercation with four other guards whose trial on 
second-degree murder charges was stili pending at the 
end of 2000 
a In june. eight prison guards accused of staging 
·gladiator style- fights among prisoners at Corcoran 
State Prison, California, between 1989 and ]995. were 
acquitted of criminal charges after a jury trial. Guards 
had shot 31 prisoners, seven of them fatally, while 
breaking up the fights. Although the guards were 
acquitted. the state had earher been forced to change 
Its policies after an independent panel found that 80 
per cent of the shootings had been unjustified. State 
legislative hearings in 1998 had found a panern of 
brutality at the prISon. 

Death pena Ity 
In 2000, 85 prisoners were executed in 14 states, 
bringing to 683 the 10lal number executed since the US 
Supreme Court lifted a moratorium on executions In 
1976. The USA continued to violate International 
standards by using the death penalty against the 
mentally Impaired, individuals who were under 18 at 
the time of the Crime, and defendants who received 
Inadequate legal representation. 

In January, the Governor of Illinois declared a 
moratOrium on executions in his state oWing to its 
·shameful- record of wrongful convictions in capital 
cases. His decision fuelled calls for executions to be 
halted elsewhere In the country, asconcernaboul the 
fairness and reliability of the capital Justice system grew. 
The New Hampshire legislature VOted to abolish the death 
penalty, but the state govemor vetoed the blll. Amldst a 
wave of national and mternational appeals, the Governor 
of Maryland commuted the death sentence of Eugene 
Colvln-EI shonly before he was due to be executed in 
June, becauseoflingenngdoubtsabout his gUilt. In 
November, the Governor of North carolina commuted the 
death sentence of Marcus caner hours before his 
execution, after I1 years on death row The governor cited 
concern about the fairness ofMarcusCarter's trial 
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A Justice Department review of federal death 
sentences, made public in September 2000. found 
widespread geographic and racial disparities in the 
application of the federal death penalty nationwide. 
The first federal execution since 1963, scheduled to take 
place on 12 December, was stayed for SIX months by 
PreSident Clinton pending more analysis of the Justice 
Department review. 

Texas executed 40 prisoners dunng the year, a 
record In anyone year. In December, the 150th prisoner 
was executed under the five-year governorship of 
president-elect George W. Bush. 
Execution of child offenders 
Cl Chris Thomas, Steve Roach, Glen McGinnis and 
Gary Graham were executed for CrImes committed 
when they were I]. Gary Graham was put to death In 
Texas In the face of widespread national and 
International protest and serious doubts about his 
guilt. More than 80 prisoners remained on death row In 
16 states at the end of the year for crimes committed 
when they were 16 or 17. 
Execution of the mentally impaired 
a Thomas Provenzano, who was executed in Florida 
in june. suffered from paranoid schizophrenia Ajudge 
found him competent for execution despite agreeing 
that lhe pnsoner believed he was being killed because 
he was Jesus ChriSt. On 20 June, Thomas Provenzano 
was already strapped down for execution, with the 
lethal Injection needles inserted, when a court issued a 
stay. Twenty-four hours later, Thomas Provenzano was 
put through the same ordeal and executed. 
Ineffective legal assistance 
a On 27 October. the US Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit vacated a lower court ruling that death-row 
inmate Calvin Burdine should get a new trial because 
his lawyer had slept during the original proceedings. 
The State of Texas argued that it had not been proved 
that the lawyer's sleeping had rendered him ineffective, 
and the Fifth Circuit court agreed. A dissenting Judge 
deSCribed the case as one which ·shocks the 
conscience-. 
Violation of the Vienna Convention 
Cl A MeXican national, Miguel Angel Flores, was 
executed in Texas on 9 November, despite appeals for 
clemency from the Mexican and other governments. 
He was demed his treaty-based consular rights, as were 
most of the 90 foreign nationals on death row In the 
USA In November, the International Court of Justice in 
The Hague heard arguments in a case brought against 
the USA by Germany follOWing the execution of two 
German nationals in ArIZona In 1999. The Court had not 
issued a ruling by the end of 2000. 

Other concerns 
In June the parole board denied parole in the case of 
leonard Peltier. lmpnsoned since 19n for the murder 
of two FBI agents. There were concerns about the 
fairness of the proceedings leading to his conviction. In 
December PreSident Clinton announced that he was 
reviewing the case for a pOSSible pardon. AI had 
repeatedly called on President Clinton to grant 
clemency in the case. 
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Mazen AI-Najjar, a Palestinian immigrantjailed for 
more than three years on the basis of secret 
government eVidence, was released m December after 
a court ruled that a summary of that evidence, which 
purported to show hiS links with a terrorist group, was 
Insufficient to justify hiS detention. New proceedings 
had been ordered into the case by a court in May which 
found that his due process rights had been violated. AI 
called for a ban on the use of secret eVidence to detain 
people during deportatiOn proceedings. 

In August AI wrote to the government to express 
concern about the treatment (If Or Wen Ho Lee, who 
was shackled and held in solitary confinement In 
federal detention pending his trial on charges of 
leaking nuclear secrets to China. Dr Wen Ho Lee was 
released in September after pleading gUIlty to one of 
the charges againSt him; the other charges were 
dropped. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• USA: A Life in the Balance - The case of Mumia Abu­

Jamal (AI Index: AMR 51 1001 /2000) 
• USA: Fai ling the Future - Death penalty developments 

April 1998·March 2000 (Al lndex:AMR 
51 /003/2000) 

• USA: A 8riefing for the UN Committee agalnstTorture 
(AI Index: AMR 51 /056/2000) 

• USA: A call to action by the UN Committee against 
Torture (AI Index: AMR 51/107/2000 

• USA: Worlds Apart: Violations of the rights of foreign 
nationals on death row - Cases of Europeans (AI 
Index: AMR 51 /101 12000) 

• USA: Memorandum to President Clinton - An appeal 
for human rights leadership as the first federal 
execution looms (AI Index: AMR 51/1 58/2000) 

Visits 
AI delegates attended a conference on supermaxlmum 
security prisons in Washington D.e. in February, and the 
"Committing to Conscience- Conference on the abolition 
of the death penalty in San Francisco in November. 
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EA5TERN REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY 
Head of state and government: Jorge Batlle (replaced 
Julio Marfa Sanguinetti in March) 
Capital: MontevIdeo 
Population: 3.3 million 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/treaties: Optional Protocol to 
the UN Children'S Convention on the involvement of 
children in armed conflict; Optional Protocol to the UN 
Women's Convention; Rome Statute of the International 
Cnminal Court 

Steps were taken to establish the fate of people who 
"disappeared" under military governments between 
1973 and 1985. There were reports of torture and ill­
treatment 

Background 
President Jorge Batlle took office at the begmningof 
March. His rirst months in office were marked by a 
willingness to clarify the fate of those who 
�disappeared� 10 Uruguay between 1973 and 1<)85. Some 
34 people �disappeared� in Uruguay and at least 100 
Uruguayans "disappearedw in Argentina during this 
period. Thousands of people were tortured and 111-
treated under the military government in Uruguay 

In August the government established a special 
commission. the Comlsi6n para la Paz, Peace 
Commission, to clarify the fate of all those who 
"disappeared" during those years. However, the 1986 
Expiry Law, which granted exemption from punishment 
to all police and military personnel who committed 
human rights violations for political motives or to fulfil 
orders before I March 1985, prevented the perpetrators 
being brought to justice. The Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights has stated that the Expiry 
Law Violates the Amen can Convention on Human 
Rights. 

Developments in 'disappearance' cases 
e.'i In May a civil court ruled that the motherof Elena 
Ouinteros had the right to find out the whereabouts 
and circumstances in which her daughter 
·disappeared�. Elena Quinteros �disappeared· in 1976 
In Montevideo after being detained by the security 
forces inside the Venezuelan embassy where she had 
hidden. In addition, In November, a court ruled that 
those civilians who were al legedly involved In Elena 
Ouinteros' �disappearance". including the then 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, who were not covered by 
the 1986 Expiry Law, should be brought to justice. 
� The fate of Juan Gelman's granddaughter was 
established. Juan Gelman's son, Marcelo Gelman. and 
his pregnant Wife. Maria Claudia Garcia Irureta 
Goyena. both Argentine citizens, "dIsappeared" in 
Argentina in August 1976. Marcelo Gelman's body was 
discovered in 1989. In 1999 it emerged that Maria 
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Claudla Garcia had given birth to her baby at the 
Military Hospital in Montevideo 

There were continued reports that detainees were iII­
treated and tortured by police and prison guards. 
a Reports came to light that injuly 1999. four men 
and a 17-year-old boy, who had been detained by police 
on suspicion of theft. were tortured and IIHreated in 
order to force them to sign confessions, The four men 
were also reported to have been tortured and ill­
treated at the Santiago Vazquez prison 

AI country report 
• Uruguay: The -Disappeared- - One step closer to truth 

and Justice (AI Index: AMR 52/002/2000) 

UZBEKISTAN 

REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 
Head of state: Islam Karimov 
Head of government: OtkirSultanov 
C.pital: Tashkent 
Population: 24.3 million 
Official language: Uzbek 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court 

Reports of ill-treatment and torture by law 
enforcement officia Is of members of independent 
Islamic congregations or followers of independent 
imams (Islamic leaders) continued unabated. 
Hundreds o!suspected members of the banned Islamic 
party HizfHJt-rahrir, including women, were reportedly 
arbitrarily arrested and sentenced to long terms of 
imprisonment after unfair trials. Several prisoners died 
in custody, allegedly as a result of torture. There were 
at least 13 death sentences and eight executions, 
reportedly imposed after unfair trials. 

Background 
In January Islam Karimov consolidated his power after 
being re-elected President with nearly 92 per cent of 
the vote. The Organization for Security and Co­
operation in Europe (OSCE) refused to send an 
observation mission because there was no democratic 
competition. The only other candidate, a member of the 
pro-government People's Democratic Party, admitted 
to having voted for Islam Karimov. 

In August violent clashes broke out between the 
Uzbek armed forces and armed units of the banned 
opposition IslamiC Movement of Uzbekistan (JMU) 
when they tried to enter southeastern Uzbekistan from 
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neighbouring Afghanistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan. In 
November the Supreme Court of Uzbekistan sentenced 
Takhlr Yuldash andJuma Namangani, the alleged 
leaders of the IMU, to death in their absence. They were 
convicted of terrorism and treason and of causing the 
death of 73 people In armed incursions and in the 
February 1999 bombings in Tashkent. Muhammad Salih, 
the exiled leader of the banned Erk Democratic Party, 
was sentenced to IS years' Imprisonment on the same 
charges, also in his absence. 

On 28 August PreSident KaTlmov granted an amnesty 
to more than 10,000 prisoners in order to mark the 
country's ninth anniversary of Independence. 
According to the chairman of the Supreme Court, there 
were no political or religious prisoners In Uzbekistan 
and the more than 2,000 prisoners convicted of antl­
state crimes or membership of illegal organizations. 
mostly suspected members of Hizb-ut-Tahrirwho did 
not qualify for the amnesty. were criminals. 

Reports of ill-treatment and torture by law 
enforcement officials of members of independent 
IslamiC congregations or followers of independent 
Imams continued. Hundreds of suspected members of 
Hizb-ut-Tahnr, including women, were reportedly 
arbitrarily arrested and sentenced to long terms of 
imprisonment after tTlals that fell far short of 
international fair trial standards. The courts were 
reported to have systematically failed to investigate or 
take into account allegations of tOrture. 

Defendants accused of non-political criminal 
activities were also reported to have been tortured and 
ill-treated in detention in order to make them confess. 
a In  July the presiding judge at Tashkent Regional 
Court reportedly dismissed al legations of torture by IS 
members of Hizb-ut-Tahrircharged with distributing 
leanets and call ing for the overthrow of the 
constitutional order, even after one of the accused 
took off his shirl lo show the court the injuries and 
bruises he had sufrered. He was also said to have 
shown a hole in his foot which he had received as a 
result of being beaten with a nail fixed to a plank of 
wood. Other co-accused claimed to have been raped. 
tortured with electric shocks, violently beaten and 
threatened with murder in order to force them to 
confess. 
Deaths in custody 
Human rights groups reported several cases of deaths 
in custody as a result of torture or il l-treatment by law 
enforcement personnel. 
a In March, the family of 33-year-old Nemat 
Karimov, who was serving a 20-year sentence 10 Navoy 
prison camp In connection with the February 1999 
Tashkent bombings, was informed of his death. The 
prison authorities reportedly did not disclose the 
cause of death. When the body was prepared for 
burial. it was al legedly discovered that the left-hand 
side of Nemat Karimov's face was disfigured, his nose 
twisted, hiS upper Up broken. and there was a hole in 
the middle of his skull. There were reportedly also 
injunes to his legs. 
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Prisoner of conscience Makhbuba Kasymova 
Makhbuba Kasymova, a member of the Independent 
Human Rights Organization of Uzbeklstan (NOPCHU), 
was sentenced to five years' imprisonment in July 1999 
for �concealing a crime" and "misappropriation of 
funds" after a grossly unfair three·hour trial described 
by human rights monitors as a "farce". In August 1999 
Tashkent City Court turned down Makhbuba 
Kasymova's appeal againSt her sentence after a hearing 
lasting 14 minutes, at which she was not present. An 
appeal lodged by her lawyer with the Supreme Court 
was still pending at the end of 2000. 

Makhbuba Kasymova. who was held in Tashkent City 
Prison, was reported to be suffering from heart 
problems. In August NOPCHU reported that she 
qualified for release under the presidential 
independence anniversary amnesty, and would 
probably be released at the end of September. On 6 
October Makhbuba Kasymova's daughter was told by 
the director ofTashkent Women's Colony that her 
mother had committed three offences against pnson 
rules which was enough to disqualify her from the 
amnesty. Makhbuba Kasymova claimed that the 
offences had been fabricated in order to prevent her 
from being released. On 22 December Makhbuba 
Kasymova was unexpectedly released from prison. 

Possible prisoners of conscience 
Mamadali Makhmudov, a writer, and Muhammad 
Bekzhon, a brother of Erk Democratic Party leader 
Muhammad Salih, were reported to have been secretly 
transferred to Yaslik prison In April. AI had previously 
expressed concern at reports of prison camps in 
remote areas of Uzbekistan where the overwhelming 
majority of prisoners were members of Independent 
IslamiC congregations accused of supporting the 
banned Islamic opposition. The existence of one of 
these prison camps- Yaslik - located in former Soviet 
army barracks in the Karakalpakstan Autonomous 
Republic (a desert area southwest of the Aral Sea), was 
independently confirmed in 1999. Conditions were said 
to be cruel. inhuman and degrading, with prisoners 
being denied adequate drinking water while doing 
forced labour. The camp may also be situated in a 
chemically or biologically contaminated area. 
UnoHicial sources estimated that at least 20, and 
possibly as many as )8, prisoners died in Yaslik in 1999 
and 2000 as a result of torture and poor conditions. 

Mamadali Makhmudov was reported to have faced 
punitive treatment, Including being forced to Sit 
crouching for extended periods with his hands behind 
his head. He was said to have lost a lot of weight and to 
be suffering from pain in his chest, sides and back. He 
had apparently not been given access to appropriate 
food or medical care and had fainted on several 
occasions, In early July the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
denied ,ha' Mamadali Makhmudov had suffered ill­
treatment and that his health was deteriorating 
However, later that month he was reportedly urgently 
transferred to the medical wing ofTashkent prison. His 
relatives were nOt informed of hiS whereabouts until 
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On 18 August 1999, after a trial which fell far short of 
international standards, Tashkent Regional Court 
sentenced Muhammad Bekzhon, Mamadall 
Makhmudov and their co-accused, Yuslf Ruzimuradov, 
Rashid Bekzhon, Kobil Diyarov and Negmat Sharlpov, to 
prison terms of between eight and 15 years. All six men 
were reportedly tortured in pre-trial detention, in 
order to force them to confess to fabricated charges 
and to Incriminate Muhammad Salih. 

The death penalty 
AI learned of at least I) death sentences and eight 
executions during 2000, but believed the actual 
number 10 be much higher. Many of these sentences 
were handed down in connection with the February 
1999 bomb explosions in Tashkent and subsequent 
armed clashes between law enforcement forces and 
al leged members of the IMU, AI was concerned at the 
number of al legations that international fair trial 
standards were violated in capital punishment cases. In 
particular, victims claimed that they were convicted on 
the basis of confessions made as a result of torture. 

In July the general procuracy confirmed that 19 death 
sentences handed down In 1999 for alleged 
involvement in the Tashkent bombings had been 
carried out. 

In 2000 at least four death sentences were 
commuted. The death sentences passed In November 
1999 on two young musicians, Arsen Arutyunyan and 
Danis Slrazhev, were commuted to 15 years' 
Imprisonment on )1 March by the Presidium of the 
Supreme Court ofUzbekistan. 
New death sentences 
a In June AI learned that the Supreme Court of 
Uzbekistan had upheld the death sentences of Oybek 
and Uygun Ruzmetov, Shikhnozor Yakubov, Sardor 
Allayarov and Utkir Yusupov. The five men had been 
sentenced to death by Tashkent Regional Court in July 
1999 for planning to blow up a water reservoir, 
attempting to overthrow the constitutional order and 
setting up an IslamiC state, According to the mother of 
Oybek and Uygun Ruzmetov, law enforcement officers 
planted cartridges in Oybek Ruzmetov's room the day 
before they arrested the brothers in December 1998. In 
February 1999 the police were reported to have briefly 
detained their mother and father and humiliated them 
by forcing them to undress and taking them handcuffed 
and in theIr underwear to see theIr sons. Oybek and 
Uygun Ruzmetov reportedly told theIr parents that they 
had been tortured in detention and that law 
enforcement officers had threatened to arrest their 
parents and rape Uygun Ruzmetov's wife. AI also 
received unconfirmed reports that Shikhnozor Yakubov 
had died of beatings In prison in October 1999. 
a On 14 May Polvonnazar Khodzhayev was 
sentenced to death by Tashkent Regional Court for 
attempting to overthrow the constitutional order of 
Uzbekistan in order to create an Islamic state. 
According to the non·governmental lnternational 
organization Human Rights Watch, his trial did not 
meet International fair trial standards. The co-

September. He was reported to be In a cntical condition. accused were sentenced to prison terms ranging from 
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14 to 24 years' lmprisonment. In September the 
Supreme Court turned down his appeal against his 
death sentence. A petition for clemency was believed 
to be still pending with the President at the end of the 
year Polvonnazar Khodzhayev had been detamed in 
the Russian town of Sa mar a on sApril by Russian 
officials and handed over to Uzbek law enforcement 
officers. 

Reportedly. in the first quarter of 1999 orficers of 
the Khorezm Internal Affairs Department had 
frequently questioned Polvonnazar Khodzhayev's 
parents about the whereabouts of their sons, who 
were suspected of links with Islamist armed groups 
In April 1999 Polvonnazar Khodzhayev's father. 
AZlmboy Khodzhayev, was arrested, al legedly in place 
of his sons. Three days earlier President Karimov had 
reportedly said that he would issue a decree allowing 
for the arrest of a suspect's father If a son Involved In 
�rellglous extremlsm� could not be found. In June 
1999 Azimboy Khodzhayev was sentenced to eight 
years' lmprlsonment on reportedly fabricated 
charges of �il legal possession of narcotics· Only two 
weeks after the trial he was said to have died In 
custody In Yaslik prison camp. The family reportedly 
received a death certificate but was not allowed to 
see hiS body. 
Executions 
a Dmltry Chikunov was sentenced to death for 
premeditated, aggravated murder by Tashkent Regional 
Court on 11 November 1999 He alleged that In pre-trial 
detention he had been beaten unconscious. nearly 
asphyxiated with a gas mask over his head and that 
police had threatened to rape his mother unless he 
confessed. AI was not aware of any IOvestigation of 
these allegations. His appeal agamst his death sentence 
was rejected by the Supreme Court on 24January and 
he was executed on 10 July. The news was given to his 
mother when she went to visit him In Tashkent prison 
on I2July. 
a SIX men sentenced to death by the Supreme Court 
on 28 June 1999 for their part In the February 1999 
bombings In Tashkent were reportedly executed at the 
beginning of January. The defendants had been 
accused of belongmg to extremist religious 
organizations which advocated ajfhad(holy war) to 
overthrow the constitutional order in Uzbeklstan and 
the assassination of PreSident Karimov. There were 
reports that the defendants had been beaten or 
otherwise ill-treated in pre-trfal detenuon and forced 
under duress to give false evidence. Human rights 
monitors had expressed concern that fair trial 
standards. although promIsed by the authOrities, had 
not been respected. The defendants had reportedly 
been denied the right to a lawyer of their own chOice 
and there were allegations that the defence lawyers 
did not represent the defendants' interests. Accordmg 
to Human Rights Watch, there was no presumption of 
innocence and the prosecution failed to present any 
solid eVidence to prove the defendants gUilty. The 
European Union condemned the executions and urged 
Uzbeklstan to Introduce a moratorium on the death 
penalty. 
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AI country reports 
• Uzbekistan: Ismail Adylov - Human rights defender 

and prisoner of conscience (AI Index: EUR 
62/002/2000) 

• Uzbeklstan: Makhbuba Kasymova - Human rights 
defender and pnsoner of conscience (AI Index: EUR 
62/004/2000) 

VENEZUELA 

BOLlVARIAN REPUBLlC OFVENEZUELA 
Head of state and government: Hugo Chavez Frtas 
Capital: Caracas 
Population: 24.1 million 
Official language: Spanish 
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children'S Convention on the 
involvement of children In armed conflict; Optional 
Protocol to the UN Women's Convention; Rome Statute 
of the International Criminal Court 

Several people were reported to have "disappeared" 
or been extrajudicially executed by the security forces 
during rescue operations following catastrophic 
floods in December 1999. Scores of cases of torture 
and ill-treatment were reported. Chronic prison 
overcrowding was eased by the release of prisoners 
awaiting trial, but prison conditions remained poor. 
Hundreds ofprisone" were killed during the year, the 
majority by fellow inmates. Hundreds of refugees 
fleeing political violence in Colombia were denied a 
proper hearing to determine if they would be at risk if 
returned to their country. 

Background 
In July, Hugo Chavez Frias of the Movimienro de la V 
Republica (MVR), Movement of the Fifth Republic, was 
re-elected President. The MVR also won an outright 
majority in congress. High crime rates continued to 
generate debate. In June the Ministry of the Interior 
and Justice proposed a bill reforming the Criminal Code 
of Criminal Procedures (COPP). which would give the 
police Wider powers to detain Criminal suspects 
WIthout a Judicial order. Critics of the bill argued that it 
was unconstitutional and violated international human 
rights standards. In November the National Assembly 
approved a law allowing PreSident Chavez to govern by 
decree for a period of 12 months. The law included 
matters affecting the administration of criminal justice. 

Human rights and the Vargas floods 
In late December 1999. the state ofVargas suffered 
torrential rain and noods in which up to 50.000 people 
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died. In the aftermath of the disaster, Journalist 
Vanessa Davles and the human rights organization 
Provea published reports claiming that several people 
had "disappearecr or been extrajudicially executed by 
members of the secunty forces in Vargas. President 
Hugo Chavez reacted by calling on witnesses to come 
forward, but accused Provea of publishmg a ·suspiclous 
and superficial" report. Within a week the Offices of the 
Attorney General and of the Ombudsman announced 
that they had opened investigations into the 
al legations. By the end of the year only one person had 
been brought to justice and convicted for these 
violations. 
a Marco Amonlo Monasterio and Oscar Jose Stanco 
Romero "disappeared" on 21 December 1999. dunng the 
nood rescue operatiOns. They were reportedly 
detained by the army In the neighbourhood ofValle del 
Pino and transferred into the custody of the 
Directorate of Intelligence and Criminal Prevention 
Services (DISIP). By the end of the year their 
whereabouts had not been established. Jose FrancIsco 
Rivas Fernandez and Roberto Hernandez apparently 
suffered a Similar fate. Luis Rafael Bastardo was 
extrajudicially executed on 25 December. A National 
Guard corporal admitted to shooting him deliberately 
and was sentenced in September to 10 years in prison. 

Torture and ill-treatment continued to be reported; 
most cases Involved police officers beaung victims. 
a In August Ronny Yosmar Aqulno and Alexis 
Medina, two lransgendered friends, were detained 
wlthout ajudicial order in the city of Valencia, 
Carabobo state. They were reportedly forced to 
undress in the street and severely beaten. They were 
then held in incommunicado detention without access 
to a lawyer. doctor or their families. The detentions 
took place in the context of a campaign of intimidation 
directed at the transgendered community, during which 
Jose Luis Nieves was fatally shot on 29 July while 
recovering from wounds inflicted In an earlier shooting 
bya state police officer. 

Prison conditions 
The authorities claimed that the perennial crisis of 
overcrowding in Venezuela's prisons had been 
ameliorated as a result of the implementation of the 
COPP in July 1999 which allowed for the conditional 
release of prisoners awaiting trial. 

In March the vice-president of the government's 
Commission on the Functioning and Restructuring of 
the Judicial System claimed that the prison population 
had been reduced from 25,000 to some 14,000 
inmates. and that inmate killings had diminished. 
However, 460 prisoners were reported to have been 
killed by guards or fellow prisoners between October 
1999 and September 2000. a small reduction 
compared to the prevIous 12 months. 

In April, followmg a visit to several prisons, a 
European Union delegation was reported to have 
expressed concern about prison conditions, 
describing them as "very hard and limited, because the 
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mmates control them . .  as  It i s  the only way they can 
survive the violence-. 

Refugees 
Scores of people fleeing political violence in Colombia 
were forCibly returned. The Venezuelan authOrities 
faded to provide them with access to a full and fair 
asylum procedure to identify those at risk of human 
rights Violations. The authOrities argued that those 
fleeing the Violence were not refugees, but "displaced 
people In tranSit", and therefore did not fall within the 
terms of the U N  Refugee Convention. However, many 
of those fleeing the Violence stressed that their lives 
would be at risk if they were to return home. The UN 
High Commisioner for Refugees stated that there was a 
need for an offiCial refugee service and that it was 
collaborating with the authOrities to implement one. 

Impunity 
In March, a friendly settlement was reached between 
the government and relatives of 41 people killed by the 
security forces in November 1992 in the Retim de (atia. 
The case had been referred to the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. Of some 300 cases of 
human rights abuses registered by local non­
governmental organizations between 1985 and 1999, 
only 40 had been resolved as a resultof judiCial 
proceedings. Of at least 200 cases of torture reported 
since 1995, In none had those responSible been brought 
to justice. The authorities failed to open a prompt 
judicial Investigation into allegations that Peru's 
Ambassador to Venezuela, army general Jullo Salazar 
Monroe, had been responsible for crimes agamst 
humanity. He returned to Peru, claiming to be suffering 
from ill health. 

AI country report 
• Venezuela: Protecting human rights - the task IS not 

yet over (AI Index; AMR 53/008/2000) 
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VIET NAM 

SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM 
Head of state: Tran Due Luong 
Head of government: Phan Van Khai 
Capital: Ha Noi 
Population: 75.1 million 
Official langu3ge: Vletnamese 
Death penalty: retention 1st 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Optional 
Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict 

Dozens of prisoners of conscience and possible 
prisoners of conscience remained in prison 
throughout 2000, and restrictions on released 
prisoners continued to be harsh. Political dissidents 
and religious critics of the government were 
subjected to surveillance, harassment and denial of 
basic freedoms, including freedom of expression. At 
least five possible prisoners of conscience were 
sentenced to prison terms. The government 
continued to prevent independent human rights 
monitors from visiting the country. More than 110 
people were sentenced to death and at least 12 
executions were carried out 

Background 
A reported total of 22, 597 prisoners were released under 
a special amnesty to mark two important anniversaries, 
and thousands of others had sentences reduced. No 
mformatlon was made public about whether poliucal 
prisoners were included. Only two prisoners of 
conscience were known to have been released in the 
April amnesty commemorating the 15th anniversary of 
South liberation Day. A self criticism campaign launched 
by the Communist Party in 1999 continued throughout 
the year, as did campaigns against official corruption 
and crime. A revised Criminal Code came Into effect in 
July. In the latter part of the year the country suffered 
the worst nooding In decades, resulung in the deaths of 
more than 500 people. In November PreSident Bill 
Cllnton became the first US president to visit the country 
since the Vlet Nam war. 

Death penalty 
Twenry·nine orrences ranging from national security to 
economiC crimes remained punishable by death. One 
hundred and twelve death sentences and 11  executions 
were recorded. However, the true figures were believed 
10 be much higher; the authorities did not make public 
full information on the death penalty. Most of the 
reported death sentences were imposed for drug 
trarficking. Seven death sentences were recorded for 
economic offences such as fraud and forgery. 
Executions are carried out by firing squad, sometimes 
in public. It was common for relatives not to be 
informed of executions beforehand, but 10 be asked to 
collect belongings a few days after execution. 
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InJuly changes to theCodeofCnminal Procedure 
came into effect which allowed death sentences on 
pregnant women or breast· feeding mothers of children 
aged up to )6 months to be changed to life imprisonment. 
a Nguyen Thi Hiep, a 41·year·old Canadian national 
of Vietnamese origin, was executed in April. She had 
been sentenced to death in April 1997 on charges of 
drug trafficking. Her 7J·year·old mother, arrested with 
her in 1996, was sentenced to life Imprisonment. The 
Canadian authorities called for a review of the sentence 
to take mto account eVidence gathered by Canadian 
police authorities that both women had been 
unwittingly used as couriers by a major drugs nng. 
Despite indlcauons that the Vietnamese authorities 
would review the evidence, Nguyen Thi Hlep was 
executed without any advance notice. Her mother was 
subsequently granted an amnesty. 

Prisoners of conscience 
Dozens of prisoners of conscience and possible 
prisoners of conscience continued to be detained for 
their political beliefs and religious affiliations. Many 
were elderly and in poor health. 
a Slxty·elght·year·old Professor Nguyen Dmh Huy, 
the founder and president of the "Movement to Unite 
the People and Build Democracy·, COntinued to be held 
in prison camp Z)oA, in Dong Nal provmce, for his 
peacerul political activities. He had been arrested in 
November 199) and sentenced to 15 years' 
imprisonment in Augusl l995 after trying to organize a 
conference about human rights and democracy in Ho 
Chi Minh City. He had preVIously spent 17 years in 
detention Without charge or triaL 
a Reverend Pham Ngoc lien (Tri), a 59·year·old 
Roman Catholic monk, was one of three members of the 
banned Congregation of the Mother Coredemptrlx who 
remained In detention. He was arrested in May 1987 
and sentenced to 20 years' imprisonment in connection 
with his religious activities. He was reportedly in poor 
health. 

Trials 
At least five possible prisoners of conscience were tfled 
and sentenced for activities relating to the practice of 
their religion. Trials routinely fell short of international 
standards. 
a In September, five members of the Hoa Hao 
BuddhiSt Church were sentenced to between one and 
three years' imprisonment for "using religion to abuse 
democratic rights and freedoms". Truong Van Thuc, 
Nguyen Chau lang, Tran Van Be cao, Tran Nguyen Huon 
and le Van Nhuom were arrested In March in An Giang 
province after reportedly complaining to the central 
authorities about abuses by local authorities. 

Harassment of government critics 
Political and religiOUS dissidents, including former 
prisoners or conscience, continued to face harassment 
and restrictions on their peaceful activities by the 
authorities 
a Thich Ouang Do, a 7)·year·old former prisoner of 
conscience and Secretary General of the unofficial 
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Unified Buddhist Church of Vlet Nam (UBCV), 
remained under surveillance at his monastery In Ho 
Chi Mmh City with harsh restrictions on his activities 
and movements. In October he and several other 
UBCV members attempted to deliver relief to victims 
of the severe floods in the Mekong Delta. They were 
slopped by the authorities on arrival in An Giang 
province and prevented from carrying out the relief 
distribution, which the authorities stated should only 
be done through official channel� However, a second 
attempt to carry out an aid mission in November was 
allowed to go ahead. In 1995 Thich Ouang Do had been 
sentenced to five years' imprisonment after 
protesting about the arrest of UBCV members who 
attempted to carry out a similar rehef mission to 
nood victims in 1994. He had been released under an 
amnesty in 1998. 

Denia l of access 
AI continued to receive no response from the 
governmem to correspondence about human rights 
violations. Domestic human rights monitoring was not 
permitted and no access was given to Independent 
human rights monitors. 

AI country report 
• Socialist Republic olViet Nam: The death penalty ­

recent developments (Al l ndex: ASA 41 /001 / 2000) 

YEMEN 

REPUBLIC OFYEMEN 
Head 01 state: 'Ali 'Abdullah Saleh 
Head 01 government: 'Abd al-Karim 'Ali al-Iryan; 
Capital: Sana'a 
Population: 1B.1 million 
Official language: Arabic 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Crim::.in

:::
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Political activists, including prisoners of conscience, 
were detained and court proceedings continued 
against several journalists in an apparent attempt to 
harass them for criticizing the government Torture 
and deaths in custody were reported, The judicial 
punishment olflogging continued to be imposed, At 
least 13 people were executed and scores, possibly 
hundreds, were under sentence of death at the end 
012000, 

Background 
In August the governmem submitted to parliament a 
proposal to amend the Constitution. The proposed 
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amendments included extending the term of office of 
the president from five to seven years and of 
parliament from four to SIX years. The government also 
proposed the establishment of a consultative council 
(Maj/is aJ-Shura) of I I I  members apPOinted by the 
president. The proposed amendments were approved 
by the parliament in November and were expected to 
be the subject of a referendum in early 2001. 

In al-Oala' two people. a soldier and a child, were 
reportedly killed in February and May respectively. The 
killings occurred amid ongoing tensions and protests 
calling for the demilitarization of the area. the 
integration of former South Yemenl soldiers Into the 
army, and the release of detainees. 

Scores of people were reportedly killed in clashes 
between armed tribes, and between tflbeS and the 
security forces In different parts of the country. In July 
and August, 39 people were reportedly killed dUring 
clashes between the Wailah and Oalim tribes near the 
border with Saudi Arabia. At least three people. 
including a child. were killed in July during clashes 
between the Al Zayidi tribe and the military In Mareb 
governorate. The clashes followed the kidnapping of 
mil itary officers by tribesmen. Scores of residents fled 
their homes, reportedly after the area was bombarded 
by the Yemeni army. The village of Mlsrakh. in Ta'iz 
governorate. was also reportedly shelled by the Yemeni 
army in July follOWing clashes between reSidents and 
army units arising from a land dispute. Confrontations 
with the military also occurred In Kud Oru. near Aden, 
In September. after local people prevented a contractor 
from digglngslones from a mountain, the ownership of 
which was claimed by the Kud Oru tribe. More than 200 
people were reported to have ned the area in fear of 
their lives. Reports suggested that some people may 
have died as a result of excessive use of force by 
members of the security forces. 

In October, 17 US sailors were killed and 35 wounded 
when a bomb exploded on a US destroyer in the port of 
Aden. Around 100 people were detained by the Yemenl 
authOrities for questioning; most were released after a 
brief period In detention. Members of the US Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) travelled to Yemen to take 
part in the investigation but it was not known whether 
they were involved in the interrogation of the 
detainees. No information was available as to how 
many people remained held by the end of the year 

A total of 17 people were reported to have been 
abducted by tribesmen In seven incidents. In most 
cases the abductors demanded that the government 
improve local services and amenities. 

Political prisoners and prisoners of conscience 
Hundreds of people were arrested and detained on 
political grounds In different parts of the country but 
particularly In the southern regions. Some arrests took 
place after clashes with the security forces. others after 
what appeared to have been peaceful protests against 
government poliCies. Some of those detamed were 
prisoners of conscience. 
a In July Mohamed 'Omar Haji, a 27-year-old Somali 
national, was put on trial for converting la Christianity 
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from Islam, an offence which is punishable by death. He 
was arrested and detained several times by police 
officers who allegedly beat him and threatened to kill 
him to force him to repent. In September the Yemeni 
authorities stated that Mohamed 'Omar Hajl had left 
Yemen, but did not specify for which country. 
Cl Up to 150 people were reportedly detained in the 
al-Oala' governorate at the begmning of 2000 following 
prQ[ests and clashes between residents and the 
secUrity forces. The detainees were said to have 
included children as young as seven. It was not known 
if the detainees remained held at the end of the year. 
B On 26 August, four members of the Yemen Socialist 
Party (YSP)- 'Ali Munser Muhammad, Yassine Ahmad 
Saleh, Ahmad Belghailh 'Othman and Ahmad 
Muhammad Ana'am - were reportedly arrested in Aden 
for participating in a YSP meeting. They were detained 
for several days and then released without charge. 
a At least 100 people, Including children, were 
reportedly detained following armed clashes in Kud Oru 
in September. Among the children who were detained 
were lo-year-old Mehdl Fadhl Hadl and eight-year--old 
Muhammad Fadhl Had!, It was not known how many of 
those detained remained held at the end of the year. 
a At least I) political prisoners, suspected members 
of the former aJ-jabha aJ-Wacanlya al-DJmuqratiya. 
National Democratic Front, an opposition organization 
in the former Yemen Arab Republic, remained In prison. 
They had been arrested in the 1980s and most had been 
under sentence of death since 1986. 
a At the beginning of April, the Supreme Court upheld 
the jail sentences of five United Kingdom (UK) nationals 
who were part of a group of 10 individuals, including two 
Algerian nationals, convicted of forming an armed gang 
and possessing weapons. The defendants alleged that 
they had signed their confeSSions under tonure, but it 
was not clear whether the Supreme Court took this into 
account when considering the case. No investigation 
into their allegations of torture was known to have been 
carnedout. 
a 'Omar Ibrahim Dagah was released without charge 
at the beginning of January. He had been arrested in 
AuguSt 1999 In connection with an explosion in Aden 
and held in Incommunicado detention for several 
months. His family was never al lowed to visit him in 
prison and his case never went to court. 

Harassment of journalists 
legal proceedings continued against several leading 
Journalists and newspaper editors for articles they had 
written or published. 
a In May Hlsham Basharahil, editor-In-chief of the 
newspaper al-Ayyam, was accused of having caused 
Wdamage to national unityw following an interview with 
UK-based Islamist activist Abu Hamza al-Masri. Days 
later, in the second case to be brought against him 
within a week, Hlsham Basharahil was charged with 
provoking tribal and religious strife by publishing an 
article that criticized the demolition of an old synagogue 
in Aden. In june he was also summoned for questioning, 
for a third time, by the General Prosecution Office In 
Aden for publishing a news item entitled "Prisoner 
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anempts to commit suicide" legal proceedings agamst 
him were continuing at the end of the year. 

Torture/ ,II-treatment 
Torture and Ill-treatment were reported. One prisoner 
reportedly died in custody as a result of torture. 
a In August Sabah SeifSalem, a pregnant Yemen I 
woman, reportedly died while detained in the al-'Udaln 
district of Ibb. She had allegedly been tortured in order 
to force her to confess to adultery. No Investigation 
into the circumstances surrounding her death was 
known to have taken place. 

Death penalty 
Scores, possibly hundreds, of people were believed to 
be under sentence of death or facing trial for capital 
offences at the end of 2000. At least I) people were 
executed. 
a Salih 'All Ahmad al-Kabdi, who had been convicted 
of murder, was reportedly executed in October in a 
public square In al-Hawtah in front of a large crowd. 
Some local reSidents were said to have protested 
against the use of the square for executions because of 
the psychological effect on patients In a nearby 
hospital and children. 
a At the end of the year, a response from the Yemeni 
government Informed AI that the Supreme Court had 
referred the case ofFuad 'All Mohsen al-Shahari to the 
appeal court In Ta'iz. His case was pending before the 
Supreme Court; the death sentence against him had 
been upheld by the court of appeal. Fuad 'All Moh,en al­
Shahari had been convicted of the murder of a captain in 
the Political Security Department. He had been 
sentenced to death by the Court of First Instance ," Ta'iz 
on 12 November 1996 after an unfair trial. He had been 
held incommunicado for about a month and allegedly 
tortured and ill-treated in order to force him to confess 
to the murder. Key defence witnesses were reportedly 
intimidated to prevent them from testifying in the case. 

flogging 
People continued to be sentenced to flogging for 
offences of a sexual nature, for the consumption of 
alcohol and for slander. 
a In May, Yemen's Supreme Court reportedly upheld 
the sentence of 80 lashes imposed on journalist 'Abd ai­
jabbar Sa'ad. He had been sentenced for accusing 
Sheikh 'Abdel Majid Zendani, president of the central 
committee of the main Islamist opposition party, aJ­
IsJah. of adultery In an article published in the weekly 
newspaper a/-Shura. Thecourt also banned him from 
working as ajournalist for a year, ordered the closure 
of al-Shura for six months, and ordered him to pay 
damages to Sheikh Zendant. It was not known If the 
nogging was carried out during the year. 

'Disappearances' 
The fate of hundreds of people who had �disappeared� 
in Yemen since the late 1960S remained unknown. 
Undertakings made by the government to investigate 
the cases of those who had wdisappeared- since 1994 
were apparently not Implemented. 
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YU GOSLAVIA 
(FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF) 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA 
Head of state: Vojislav K05tunica (replaced Slobadan 
Milolevit In October) 
Head of government: Zoran 2i�it (replaced Momir 
Bulatovit in October) 
Capital: Belgrade 
Population: 10.6 million 
Official language: Serbian 
Death penalty: retentionist 
2000 treaty ratifications/signatures: Rome Statute of 
the International Criminal Court 

The period preceding the election of a new president 
and the establishment of a new government from 
October saw an increase in the frequency and severity 
of reported human rights violations within the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY). The majority of 
these violations were directed at opposition activists, 
independent journalists and conscientious objectors 
to military service. They included arbitrary detention, 
il'·treatment, unfair trials and prosecutions on 
political grounds. Hundreds ofethnicAlbanian 
prisoners transferred from Kosovo when Serbian and 
Yugoslav forces withdrew were sentenced to prison 
terms after unfair trials. Some may have been 
prisoners of conscience. Many reported ill-treatment 
ortorture during detention. The frequency of such 
violations was reduced dramatically following the 
adventof a new government, but cases of police ill­
treatment continued to be reported. All four prisoners 
of conscience identified by AI had been released by 
the end of 2000. At least three death sentences were 
passed although no executions were carried out 
In Kosovo. the UN Interim Administration in Kosovo 
(UNMIK) and NATO�ed peacH<eeping force (KFOR) 
continued to grapple with enormous problems in 
fulfilling their missions. UNMIK was headed by a 
Special Representative ofthe UN Secretary-General 
who had executive authority in Kosovo. Some 
progress was made during 2000, but the human 
rights situation remained very unsatisfactory. At least 
3,300 people remained unaccounted for in Kosovo. 
Many had been the victims ofotdisappearances" after 
detention by the Serbian police or had been abducted 
by armed ethnic Albanians. 

Torture/ ,II-treatment 
Members of opposition parties and of the �Otpo" 

rResistance�) movement, a loosely organized 
oPPosItion group with a largely student and youth 
membership, were frequently detained by police 
officers and questioned about their activities. Some 
were beaten or otherwise ill-treated during their 
detention. During demonstrations in Belgrade on 17 and 
18 May against the extension of state control to the 
independent Studio Btelevision station. police used 
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batons and tear gas to break up the crowd. Dozens of 
protesters were Injured. Opposition demonstrations 
throughout the country calling for the resignation of 
President Slobodan MiloSevic were generally held 
peacefully and without police Intervention, but on 
several occasions police beat and injured 
demonstrators. 

Following the change of government, a number of 
police officers accused of Involvement in incidents of 
i1Hreatment were transferred to other duties, but no 
independent Investigations Into the majority of these 
incidents had taken place by the end of 2000. Police ill­
treatment of detainees continued to be reported 
following the change of government, but to a lesser 
degree. 
a On 2) March Nenad Simonovic was beaten 
unconscious by police and private security guards 
during an Otpordemonstratlon In the provincial wwn 
of Kragujevac. He returned home after medical 
treatment and was visited by men in civilian clothes 
who threatened to kill him if he did not SlOP hiS 
activities. 
a On 8 September Milos Kitanovic and five others 
who had been called to the police station in Vladitin 
Han for informal questioning were prevented from 
leaVing by three drunken police officers. The six men 
were beaten on the head, body and soles of the feet, 
strangled with a rope, and forced to remain in a 
squatting position and beaten if they moved. They were 
released the following day. The police officers involved 
were reportedly transferred to other duties. 

Ethnic Albanian prisoners 
Trials of ethnic Albanian prisoners transferred to 
Serbia from jails In Kosovo when Serb and Yugoslav 
forces withdrew from the province in 1999 continued. 
Many were convicted of ·terrorism� although the 
eVidence against them was inadequate and 
circumstantial, or consisted solely of confeSSions which 
they repudiated during trial because they had been 
extracted under torture. Many remained injail at the 
end of 2000, along with others previously convicted of 
similar offences. although some were released having 
served their sentences or after being sentenced to a 
period eqUivalent to time already held. Some had their 
sentences reduced to time served, following appeal, 

At the end of 2000, around 800 remained in prison, 
of whom around 600 had been tried for political 
offences. Others, including minors, had been held in 
detention for up to 18 months without a judicial order, 
in contravention of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
before being released without charge following the 
change of government. 
a Prisoner of conscience Flora Brovlna, serving a 
sentence of 12 years' imprisonment on charges of 
�terrorism�. was released on I November. 
a On 22 May, 14) ethniC Albanians were sentenced to 
between seven and I) years' imprisonment on 
terrorism charges by the Ni� district court after a 
grossly unfair trial which violated both FRY law and 
international standards. Irregularities in the pre-trial 
procedures were followed by a hearing in which the 
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main eVidence was the results of a test for gunpowder 
traces. This test Is widely regarded as unreliable. 
Reportedly, no eVidence was presented (0 suggest that 
the defendants had been involved in the particular 
incidents for which they were sentenced. 

Freedom of expression 
Independent media companies andJournallsls were 
heavtly fined for libel under the law of public 
information, which fails to meet international 
standards on freedom of expression. On 29 December 
key articles of the law were pronounced 
unconstitutional. 

On 17 May the government look control of the 
Independent Belgrade television station Studio Band 
Installed a new editorial team. A number of other 
Independent radiO and television stations were closed 
on the grounds that they had failed to obtain 
broadcasting licences. Studio Bwas returned to the 
control of Its owners follOWing the November elections. 
a Prisoner of consCience NebojSa Risticwas released 
on 17 March, 26 days before the end of hiS one-year 
sentence fordissemlnatlng false information. 
a Journalist Zoran Lukovit was Imprisoned on 15 
August on charges of disseminating false Information, 
and was adopted by AI as a prisoner of conscience. He 
was released after being pardoned on 21 October. 
a Journalist Miroslav Filipovlt was sentenced to 
seven years' imprISonment on 26 July. on charges of 
espionage and disseminating false information, 
apparently for publishing articles on the Internet about 
the conflict in Kosovo. one of which contained eye­
witness accounts of human rights violations committed 
by Serbian and FRY forces. Much of the trial. which 
allegedly involved ·state secrets�. was held behind 
closed doors. No details of the charges and evidence 
against Miroslav Filipovit were made public. He was 
transrerred to hospital. suffering from heart problems. 
In August but returned to Jail in September despite the 
risk [0 his health. The sentence was overturned by the 
Supreme Military Court In Belgrade on 10 October. and 
he was released. The case was returned to the Military 
Court In Nis for a retrial. 

Conscientious objectors and deserters 
DUring the early part of 2000, prosecutions of 
conscientious objectors and those who had evaded 
military service continued. By the end of November all 
those serving sentences for refusing or evading military 
service had been released, Those who had fled the 
country or gone into hiding remained at fISk of 
prosecution. Although the Introduction of an amnesty 
law covering such cases was announced. it was not 
brought before parliament. Provisions for alternative 
civilian service failed to meet internallonal standards. 

War crimes 
The Serbian and federal governments failed to 
cooperate with the International Criminal Tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia in arresting and handing over to 
the custody of the Tribunal individuals Indicted for 
Violations of International humanitarian law. These 
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included former Federal President Slobodan Milosevlt 
and four members or former members of the Serbian 
and federal governments. 

The death penalty 
The death penalty remained in force for aggravated 
murder In both the Serbian and Montenegnn Criminal 
Codes. although it was finally abolished in the federal 
criminal code in 1993. At least three men were 
sentenced to death during 2000. No executions have 
been carried out since 1992. but more than 20 people 
remained in jail under sentence of death. 

Kosovo 
Violence continued to plague Kosovo; many murders or 
other Violent incidents had ethnic or political 
motivations. Members of minonty groups were 
frequently the victims of violence, mainly Serbs. Roma 
or Muslim Slavs. but also ethnic Albanians In areas with 
a sizeable Serb population. There were also political 
killings of prominent ethnic Albanians representing 
moderate political positions. It was rare for the 
perpetrators of killings to be apprehended. or for 
rp.sponsibility for killings to be admitted by any 
organization. 

Security. particularly for minorities. depended 
largely on the presence of KFOR troops. Police 
investigations were carried out by an international 
police force under UNMIK. 

International offiCials. international police officers 
and soldiers operatIng under UNMIK and KFOR were 
responsible for violations of the rights of pre-tnal 
detainees, and there were also some al legations of 111-
treatment. KFOR allegedly shot and kil led men on 
several occasions; in at least one case there were 
questions about the lawfulness of the killing. 
The killing of Avni Hajredini 
EthniC Violence erupted In and around the town of 
Mltrovica in the north of Kosovo In February. About 13 
people were killed. So Injured and 1.500 forced to nee 
their homes in a series of incidents. KFOR soldiers 
struggled to maintain law and order. In one incident 
during the Violence, KFOR troops were shot and 
Injured. Avnl Hajredlni. an ethniC Albanian. was shot 
and killed. reportedly by KFOR soldiers responding to 
the attack. Initial claims by KFOR that he had been 
shooting at the soldiers from a balcony were 
withdrawn. but no other explanation which might 
Justify his killing was prOVided. No Independent 
Investigation into his killing was completed In the 
immediate aftermath of the incident. UNMIK later 
informed AI that an investigation into incident was 
under way. but no results had been made public by the 
end of 2000. 
The criminal justice system 
The Importance of protecting and promoting human 
rights was emphaSized by the UN in thecreation of the 
international presence in Kosovo. However, the 
international presence failed to ensure that 
international human rights standards were consistently 
respected in the actions of the international police. 
KFOR soldiers and courts In the new judicial system. 
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In November the office of the Ombudsperson, an 
international apPOintee with deputies from the 
Albaman and Serb cOmmunitIeS, began to receIve 
complaints. The Ombudsperson's mandate includes 
investigating allegations of human rights violations 
perpetrated by the international Civil administration or 
new local InStitutions. However, allegations of human 
rights violatiOns by KFOR were not included in the 
initial mandate and no agreement to Include KFOR had 
been reached by the end of 2000. 
Pre·trial detainees 
UNMIK police and KFOR soldiers frequently Ignored 
the reqUirements of the applicable law and of 
International human rights standards to bring 
detainees promptly before ajudicial authority. For 
example, during the Violence in Mitrovlca In February, 
some 49 people were detained for several days by 
KFOR soldiers without judicial review. Fourteen of 
them were held for five days. It was not explained to 
the detainees why they were being detained, or who 
was detaining them (KFORor UNMIK police). Families 
of the detainees were not notified of their detention. 
nor were the detainees able to contact their famihes or 
defence counsel. Some detainees were detained for 
weeks on the orders of the KFOR Commander or the 
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General. 
Since the applicable law and international standards 
permit detention only on the orders of a Judicial 
authority, such detentions were arbitrary and 
unlawful. 

One such detainee. Afrlm Zeqlri. was held from 16 
July to 14 September by order of the UN SpeCIal 
Representative. He was subsequently held for four 
weeks on the basis of ajudicial order. HIS release was 
ordered by the district court on 31 October, but he 
remained In custody on the order of the Special 
Representative until the end of 1000. 
The 'disappeared' and missing 
More than 3,)00 people from Kosovo were 
unaccounted for at the end of 2000. Most were ethnic 
Albanians who were believed to have "disappeared" In 
the custody of Serbian police or paramilitaries between 
early 1998 and June 1999. Serbs, Roma, people of other 
nationalities and ethniC Albanians of moderate 
political views or those regarded as "collaborators" 
with the Serbian authOrities had also gone missing \n 
circumstances which Implicated armed ethnic 
Albanians in many cases. Most of these incidents 
occurred during or after June 1999 but there were new 
cases dUring 2000. 
e Marlan Melonasi, ajournallst of mixed Albanian 
and Serbian parentage. was reportedly abducted in 
Pristina on 9 September. He had been reporung in the 
Serbian language for the state media under UNMIK 
control. No information about his whereabouts 
emerged before the end of 1000. 

Exhumations of grave sites led to the Identification of 
around 260 mortal remains durlnglooo, but some 1260 
bodies which were exhumed In 1999 and 2000 remained 
unidentified. Not all grave sites had been examined by 
the end of the year. 
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Refugees and displaced persons 
Some 82.000 ethnic Albanian refugees had returned to 
Kosovo by September 2000, about 9.000 of whom were 
forcibly returned by foreign governmenls. About 
222,800 Kosovo Serbs, Rama or members of other 
minontles remained displaced within Serbia or 
Montenegro. Return to their own homes was for the 
most part dangerous and few tried to do so. 
ei On 7 November. three men and a boy from the 
Ashkal1 community (an Albanian-speaking minority 
perceived as Rama by ethnic Albanians) who had been 
displaced wllhln Kosovo returned to their homes In 
Oasovac/Oashovc village In central Kosovo. The men 
hoped to repair their damaged homes toenable their 
families to return. The men themselves and 
International organizations negotiated with ethniC 
Albanian leaders before their return, seeking 
guarantees for their safety. However, the four were 
found murdered two days later. Offers to provide a 
KFOR guard had reportedly been refused by the men 
who feared that 11 would make them conspIcuous. local 
people appeared frightened or unwilling to give 
information about the killings. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosova): Update from 

the field - Januaty 2000 (AI Index: EUR 
70/002/2000) 

• Federal RepublIC of Yugoslavia (Kosovo): Amnesty 
International's recommendations to UNMIK on the 
judicial system, Februaty 2000 (AI Index: EUR 
70/006/2000) 

• Federal Republic of Yugoslavia: Otpor-Students and 
academics In the Federal Republic of YugoslaVia (AI 
Index: EUR 70/01212000) 

• Federal RepublIC of Yugoslavia (Kosovo): Setting the 
standard? UNMIK and KFOR's response to the Violence 
in Mitrovica (AI Index: EUR 70/013/2000) 

• Federal Republic of Yugoslavia: "Collateral damage" or 
unlawful killings? Violations of the Laws of War by 
NATO during Operation Allied Force (AI Index: EUR 
70101812000) 

• Federal RepubllcofYugoslavla: Still forgotten - an 
update on conSCientious objectors after the Kosovo 
confilct(Al lndex: EUR 701028/2000) 

• Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosovo): Amnesty 
International's recommendations on the return of 
refugees to Kosovo (AI Index: EUR 70/031 12000) 

• Federal Republic of Yugoslavia: ContinUing Concerns 
(AI Index: EUR 701057/2000) 

Visits 
AI delegates visited the FRY including Kosovo regularly 
during 2000 to carry out research and human rights 
education activities. Two AI researchers were based '" 
Kosovo until March 2000; an AI researcher was based In 
Skopje, Macedonia, until the end ofthe year. 
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REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA 
Head of state and government: Frederick Chiluba 
Capital: lusaka 
Population: 9.1 million 
Official language: EnglISh 
Death penalty: retentlonlst 

Torture and ill-treatment by police during the arrest 
and interrogation of suspects was widespread. At 
least three people reportedly died as a result of 
torture. At least 11 men were sentenced to death, but 
no executions were reported. 

Background 
When Zambia transformed itself In 1991 from a one­
party state to a multi-party system, the first country 
in southern Africa to do so, expectations were raised 
regarding improvements of human rights. However, in 
the run-up to the second multi-party electIons In 
1996, the government used various tactics to prevent 
opposition politicians from standing, including calling 
their citizenship into question. Among those stripped 
of citizenship was former president Kenneth Kaunda. 
Several members of his party were deported to 
Malawi. Government restrictions on the rights to 
freedom of expression and assembly intensified 
ahead of elections due in 2001. 

The police continued to torture arrested suspects as a 
routine part of criminal investigations. In at least three 
Incidents the torture allegedly resulted in death. Some 
police stations were reported to have specially 
adapted rooms where torture of suspects regularly 
took place. 
Cl On 25 December Dave Muyembe died in police 
custody, reportedly after being tortured in connection 
with the theft of a vehicle. 
Cl A 20-year-old man accused of stealing money from 
his employer was reportedly handed over to Siavonga 
police on 2 September. While in custody he was 
reportedly tortured to extract a confessIon. On 5 
September the employer discovered that one of his 
relatives had stolen the money and the man was 
released. The man filed charges against the police 
officer and police station, but later withdrew his 
charges allegedly after intimidation by local police. 
Cl On II January ShadreckSelemani was arrested at 
his house accused of theft He was reportedly tortured 
for two days in a police station before being charged, 
and sustamed a deep cut in his left leg. After his 
acquittal he filed charges against the police. The case 
was still pending at the end of 2000. 

Human rights defenders 
The government appeared to be takIng steps to 
mhibit the work of human rights defenders. In rural 
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areas, agents from the Special Branch of the police 
attended meetings of non-governmental 
organizations and Opposition parties. In some cases 
they threatened people teaching human rights. In 
urban areas the Public Order Act. which requires 
those planning demonstrations to notify police in 
advance. was used to deny the right to hold peaceful 
demonStrations 
a Several non-governmental organtzallons staged a 
demonstration on 17 January outside the main police 
station in lusaka to protest against the failure of the 
police to Investigate the rape and killing of several 
young girls. The organizers had applied for a licence 
well In advance and believed they had permission from 
the police. When the demonstration started the police 
dispersed the crowd violently and arrested 39 women, 
who were held overnight before being released without 
charge. 

Freedom of expression 
Zambia has a Vibrant independent press. The Posr, a 
leading independent newspaper, has been repeatedly 
targeted by the government. The editor. Fred 
M'membe, and several of its journalists, who were 
arrested in 1999, faced charges of espionage in 
connection with an article commentmg on Zambia's 
lack of military capacity. They were freed on bail 
pending judgment. On 21 December 2000 the High Court 
acquitted the last of the accused. Fred M'membe. 

Forcible exile 
The government continued to use deportation as a 
method of suppressing dissent despite a ruling against 
it by the African Commission on Human and Peoples' 
Rights m 1999, Human rights defenders and opposition 
politicians were threatened with deportation dUTlng 
2000. 
Cl Despite the ruling of the African Commission on 
Human and Peoples' Rights that the deportation of 
WiIIlam Banda in 1994 to Malawi violated his human 
rights. the government refused to allow him to return 
Cl On ]o October the Supreme Court ruled that 
Kenneth Kaunda. the former president who had been 
stripped of hiS citizenship to prevent him standing m 
elections. IS a Zambian citizen. 
a On 4 january Abdul MajidTlckley, a Unued 
Kingdom (UK) citizen who had lived in Zambia for more 
than 54 years. was deported to the UK, The deportation 
followed a letter he published In The Pose which 
challenged the Asian community In Zambia to be more 
active in politiCS. 

Death penalty 
During 2000 at least 11 prisoners were sentenced to 
death. bringing the number under sentence of death to 
more than 230. There have been no executions since 
'997· 

There was Increased debate over the use of the death 
penalty during 2000, In September the Mmister for 
legal Affairs addressed an abolitionist conference. 
arranged by the Catholic Commission for Justice and 
Peace. 
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a Benjamln Banda and Cephas Kufa Miti, who were 
sentenced to death on 13 October 1999, appealed 
against their sentence in the first legal challenge to the 
constitutionality of the death penalty in Zambia. The 
case had a first hearing 14 December in the High Court. 
but no judgment had been passed by the end of 2000. 

AI country visit 
AI delegates visited Zambia in February and met 
members of AI and other human :ights organizations. 

ZIM BA BWE 

REPUBLIC O F  ZIMBABWE 
Head of state and government: Robert Mugabe 
Capital: Harare 
Population: 11.6 million 
Offitial language: English 
Death penalty: retentlonist 

The election campaign leading up to June 
parliamentary elections saw what appeared to be a 
deliberate and well·thought-out plan of systematic 
human rights violations by forces allied to the 
government Violations included more than 30 
political killings and widespread torture and ill· 
treatment throughout the country. Violations 
continued after the elections, albeiton a smaller 
scale. In an  apparent attemptto intimidate the 
population, a strong military presence was deployed 
immediately after the elections in those areas where 
the opposition had won a substantial number of 
votes. I ncidents of torture, ill-treatment and political 
killings continued throughout the year, particularly 
in the run-up to two parliamentary by�lections. 

Background 
The Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front 
(ZANU·PFl, which had ruled Zimbabwe SLnce 
independence in [980 without any serious challenge 
under a Constitution negotiated to the United Kingdom 
at the time of independence. remained in power. A 
government-dominated constitutional commission had 
presented a draft new constitution to the PreSident in 
November 1999. The National Constitutional Assembly. 
consisting of most of Zimbabwe's non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) and opposition parties, refused 
to participate in the commission and campaigned 
against Its recommendations. 

The government put forward a slightly amended 
version of the proposal from the constitutional 
commission for a referendum in February. The campaign 
for the referendum was marked by some violence 
against voter education officials and those campaigning 
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for a �no� vote, some of  whom were arrested. However, 
the proposal was rejected in the referendum. This was 
the first time ZANU-PF had been defeated tn a popular 
vote since independence. Shortly after the referendum, 
a Violent campaign against real or suspected opponents 
of the government started. Government supporters and 
people paid by ZANU·PF invaded farms and harassed 
supposed government opponents. By the end of March 
the situation had degenerated into political violence 
and killings which contmued until the elections. The 
opposition was involved in some of the violence, but the 
vast majority of human rights violations were 
committed by ZANU-PF supporters. As a result. most 
international observers declared that the elections 
were not free and fair. The malO opposition party, the 
Movement for DemocratIC Change (MDC), challenged 
the election results In 38 constituencies. The cases were 
still pending at the end of theyear. 

Political killings 
More than 30 people were killed during the election 
campaign; most were reponed to be supporters of 
opposition parties. There were allegations that the state 
Intelligence police. the Central Intelligence Organisation 
(CIO), was Involved in several of the killings. 
a On 15 April. two MDC activists, Tlchaona Chlminya 
and Talent Mabika, were killed when a petrol bomb was 
thrown into their car. Police In the area reportedly 
failed to take appropriate action, even though they 
were given the names of two suspects, believed to be 
members of the CIO. 
a On 15 April, David Stevens, a commercial farmer in 
the Macheke area and MDC supporter, was abducted 
from his farm and killed. allegedly by ZANU·PF 
supporters. A witness. who rushed to the local police 
station to report the abduction, reported that he was 
himself abducted from inside the police station and 
taken to the office of the local �warveterans· in 
Murehwa where he and David Stevens were severely 
beaten. They were then driven away, taken out of the 
car, and forced to march up a hilI. The witness 
explained that, after they complained that they could 
walk no further, they started walking back towards the 
car. On their way back to the car, the captors shot Davld 
Stevens, in the presence of the wllness, but left the 
witness after one of the captors pleaded for his life. 

At the end of April reports began to emerge that torture 
centres were operating In different parts of the country 
in which ZANU·PF supporters. particularly the �war 
veterans·, were torturing actual or suspected 
supporters of the opposition with impunIty. 

One such centre was in a doctor's surgery in the 
Budiriro suburb of Harare, where a large number of 
people were reportedly tortured In the first two weeks 
of May. 
a On 13 May a man was abducted 50 metres from the 
surgery as he was returning home from work by five 
people, all allegedly ZANU·PF supporters. He said the 
attackers beat and kicked him and squeezed his 
testicles. He alleged that insIde the surgery he was 

273 



ZIM 

beaten until hIS mouth and nose bled, deprived of sleep 
for three days, subjected to death threats. and had his 
head forced Into a toilet while his captors were 
urinating in it. The injuries sustaIned were clearly 
visible la AI delegates who met him more than two 
weeks after his release. He was believed to have been 
abducted because his brother was the chair of a local 
branch ofMOC's youth league. 
e:i On 8 May an MDC youth league activist was 
abducted from a nearby shopping centre and taken to 
the surgery. He alleged that groups of six people look 
turns to torture him and that some 90 people were 
involved. He reported that the torture included electric 
shocks applied to his armpits and geOltal area, beatings 
on the soles of his feet, and piercing of the skin with 
bottletops. Forensic experts confirmed that his 
physical scars were consistent with his allegations. 

Witnesses stated that they informed the police of the 
activities at the surgery and that the police freed some of 
the vlcums upon request. but It was only when a victim 
was killed while neelng from the surgery on 17 May that 
the police moved In and arrested those torturing people 
at the surgery. The surgery was owned by a leader of the 
ftwar veterans� who was elected to parliament In June. To 
AI's knowledge he had not been questioned about the use 
of his surgery as a torture centre by the end of the year. 

The torture centres appeared to have closed down 
after the elections. However, reports of beatings and 
threats continued throughout the year, although they 
appeared to be more targeted and to be focused around 
the by-elections. 
a On [7 October, Justin Mutendadzamera, a recently 
elected MDC member of parliament, and hiS wife were 
beaten at their home, allegedly by police officers who 
accused him of having instigated protests against food 
prices. 

Prior to the June elections. groups, mostly made up 
of young people, travelled from village to village 
identifying opposition party supporters and beating 
them or forcing them to attend pungwes(party rallies) 
for ZANU-PF where they were made to chant slogans 
and denounce the opposition. 
Cl On 3 April. alleged ZANU-PF supporters attacked 
game warden Faral Sandlkonda near Mvurwi, breaking 
his arm and cutting hiS head. 
a On 10 April, ZANU-PF youth league members in the 
Mount Darwin area publicly stripped and assaulted six 
farm workers, four men and two women, and made 
them dance and sing ZANU-PF songs. 
Army involvement 
DuringJuly the army was actively involved in 
intimidating people in many of the areas where the 
opposition had made a strong showing in the elections. 
There were reports of random beatings in the streets 
and In beer houses. There were numerous reports of 
people in the suburbs of Ha rare and Kwekwe being 
assaulted by soldiers in what appeared to be targeted 
reprisals for voting for opposition parties. 

Breakdown in the rule of law 
The independence of the judiciary was under constant 
threat during the year. There were a number of strong 
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verbal attacks on the judiciary in general as well as on 
individual judges. These culminated on 24 November in 
an invasion of the Supreme Court by a group offtwar 
veteransft who disrupted the court hearing and 
threatened to kill the judges. 

The government complied with court rulings in a 
selective way during the year. There was no evidence 
that police took any action to comply with a 30 March 
Supreme Court order to Investigate the abduction and 
torture of two journalists in January 1999. Court rulings 
ordering the police to evict those who Invaded farms 
were routinely ignored. The government did not act to 
comply with court rulings which declared their land 
reform scheme unconstitutional. In some cases the 
authorities openly stated that they would not comply 
with court deciSions. For example, the police 
commissioner publicly stated that his force would not 
act In what he called -political matters�, regardless of 
court rulings. 

Internally displaced people 
During the course of the election campaign more than 
10,000 people ned the campaign of violence and 
intimidation 10 the Countryside to seek refuge in the 
cities. 

In May and June the Harare headquarters of 
opposition parties, such as the MDC and the United 
Parties, provided shelter for injured party members 
arriving in large numbers from the countryside. In 
addition, people with no apparent party affiliation fled 
the countryside following the threats and Violence. 

Freedom of expression and human rights 
defenders 
Journalists were prevented from carrying out their work 
In a number of ways. They were arrested, beaten and 
threatened. A request from the Zimbabwe Union of 
Journalists for police protection of journalists travelling 
mto dangerous areas in April received no response. 

Zimbabwe's strong NGO community was under 
constant threat. Any criticism of government policy was 
perceived as opposition activity. NGO members and 
activists were threatened with human rights violations, 
including death and tOrture. Voter education workers, 
manyof whom were drawn from human rights 
organizations, were targeted. On numerous occasions 
they had their T-shirts torn off and were chased away, 
especially in the Mashonaland provinces, but also in 
rural areas of the rest of the country. 

NGOs reported that Individuals, who they suspected 
were from the ClO, visited their headquarters, and that 
their telephone calls and e-mail were regularly tapped. 
a On JO March human rights activist Mr Mahoso, a 
headmaster. was assaulted by armed men, near 
Machete, during a school function. He was beaten with 
stones. sticks, boots and fists. The armed men also 
berated school staff, pupils. parents and guests for 
neglecting their national duty by not Invading farms. 
a Pius Ncube, the Roman Catholic Archbishop In 
Bulawayo, reportedly received several death threats 
during the year. In his post-election speech, broadcast 
on national television. the President named 



Archbishop Ncube as one of the key figures 
contributing to the opposition vote. 

Freedom of assembly and association 
Throughout the country, political meetings were 
violently disrupted. The MDC called off all their rallies In 
the last week of campaigning ahead of the by-election in 
Marondera In November. after several of their members 
and supporters had been severely injured. 

People who were unable to produce the correct party 
membership card were beaten. When prominent 
politicians were holding rallips people were forced to 
participate. People who refused were in many instances 
beaten. 

Impunity 
Impunity for human rights violations remained an 
entrenched problem. Wide-ranging amnesties had 
been granted for human rights violauons committed 
during the war of independence and after large-scale 
atrocities in Matabeleland in the 1980s. In February, a 
Supreme Court order granted two human rights 
organizations the right to sue the PreSident's office to 
obtain the release of two official reports produced on 
the atrocities in Matabeleland in the 1980s. The ruling 
stated that �no impunity was accorded to the office of 
the Presldent-. At the end of the year the two human 
rights organizations were preparing an application to 
the Supreme Court to secure the publication of the 
reports. 
Amnesty for politically motived crimes 
On 6 October PreSident Mugabe announced a clemency 
order granting amnesty for all politically motivated 
crimes committed between I January and ]1 July, during 
the two campaign periods and immediately after the 
elections. Although some offences, such as murder, 
rape and possession of arms, were excluded from the 
amnesty, other serious human rights violations, such as 
torture and abductions, were not. 

AI country reports and visits 
Reports 
• Zimbabwe: Constitutional reform - an opportunity to 

strengthen human rights protection (AI Index: AFR 
46/001/2000) 

• Zimbabwe: Open letter to President Mugabe on the 
20th Anniversary of Independence (Al lndelC AFR 
46/01 5/2DDD) 

• Zimbabwe: A human rights brief for election observers 
(Al lndelC AFR46/012(2000) 

• Zimbabwe: A human rights agenda for political parties 
IAl lndelC AFR 46/018/2oo0) 

• Zimbabwe: Terrortactics in the run-up to 
parliamentary elections (AI Index: AFR 
46/D14/2DDD) 

Visits 
AI delegates visited Zimbabwe in February, May and 
June. 
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W HAT IS AI? 

Amnesty International (AI) is a worldwide voluntary 
activist movement working for human rights. It is 
independent of any government. political persuasion 
or religious creed. It does not support or oppose any 
government or political system. nor does it support or 
oppose the views of the victims whose rights it seeks to 
protect. It is concerned solely with the impartial 
protection of human rights. 

AI mobil Izes volunteer activists- people who gIve 
freely of their time and energy in solidarity with the 
victims of human nghts violations. There are more than 
1,000,000 AI members and subscribers in over 140 
countries and territories. AI members come from many 
different backgrounds, with widely different political 
and religious beliefs. united by a determination to work 
for a world where everyone enjoys human rights. 

Many AI members are organized mto groups: there 
are more than 7.500 local groups. youth and student 
groups and other specialist groups in more than 100 
countries and territories. Thousands of other members 
are Involved in networks working on particular 
countries or themes. In 56 countries and territories, the 
work of AI members Is coordinated by sections. whose 
addresses are given below. In another 2) countries and 
territories, AI has pre-section coordinating structures. 
which are also listed below. 

What does AI do? 
AI works independently and impartially to promote 
respect for all the human rights set out in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. AI believes that human 
rights are interdependent and indivisible-all  human 
rights should be enjoyed by all people at all times, and 
no one set of rights can be enjoyed at the expense of 
other rights. 

Al Contributes to building respect for the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights by promoting knowledge 
and understanding of all human rights and by taking 
action against specifiC violations of people's 
fundamental civil and political fights. The main focus of 
its campaigning is to: 
• free all prisoners of conscience. According to AI's 

Statute. these are people detamed for their political. 
religiOUS or other conscientiously held beliefs or 
because of their ethnic origin, sex, colour, language, 
national or social origin, economic status, birth or 
other status-who have not used or advocated 
violence; 

.ensure fair and prompt trials for all political 
prisoners: 

.abolish the death penalty, torture and other ill­
treatment of prisoners: 

.end political killings and �disappearances�; 
• ensure that governments refrain from unlawful 

killlngs in armed conflict. 
AI also works to: 
• oppose abuses by armed political groups such as the 

detention of prisoners of conscience, hostage-
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taking, torture and unlawful killings; 
.assist asylum-seekers who are at risk of being 

returned to a country where they might suHer 
violations of their fundamental human rights; 

• cooperate with other non-governmental 
orgamzations, the UN and regional 
intergovernmental organizations to further human 
rights; 

.ensure control of International military, security and 
police relations in order to protect human rights; 

.organize human rights education and awareness 
ralstng programs. 

AI: a democratic movement 
AI is a democratic. self-governing movement. Major 
policy decisions are taken by an International Council 
made up of representatives from all national sections. 
The CounCil meets every two years. and has the power 
to amend the Statute which governs AI's work and 
methods. Copies of the Statute are available from the 
International Secretariat. 

The Council elects an International Executive 
Committee of volunteers which carries out its decisions 
and appomts the movement's Secretary General. who 
also heads up the International Secretanat. 

The movement's Secretary General iS Pierre Sane 
(Senegal), and the members of HS International 
Executive Committee are Samuel Zan Akologo (Ghana), 
Margaret Bedggood (New Zealand), Mahmoud Ben 
Romdhane (Tunisia), Mary Gray (USA), Paul Hoffman 
(USA), Hans Landolt (Peru), Jaap Rosen Jacobson 
(Netherlands), Coim 6 CuanacMin (Ireland) and 
Angelika Pathak (International Secretariat). 

Finances 
AI's national sections and local volunteer groups and 
networks are primarily responsible for funding the 
movement. No funds are sought or accepted from 
governments for AI's work Investigating and 
campaigning against human rights violations. The 
donations that sustain this work come from the 
organization's members and the public. The 
international budget adopted by AI for the financial 
year April 2000 to March 2001 was (19,510,000. This sum 
represents approximately one quarter of the estimated 
income likely to be raised during the year by the 
movement's national sections to finance their 
campaigning and other actIVities. 

AI's ultimate goal is to end human rights violations, 
but so long as they continue AI tries to prOVide practical 
help to the victims. Relief (fmancial assistance) is an 
important aspect of this work. Sometimes AI provides 
finanCial assistance directly to indiViduals. At other 
times, it works through local boehes such as local and 
national human rights organizations so as to ensure 
that resources are used as effectively as possible for 
those In most need . 

During the finanCial year April 2000 to March 2001, 
the International Secretariat of AI  distributed an 
estimated [.125.000 In relief to victims of human rights 
violations such as prisoners of conscience and recently 
released prisoners of conscience and their dependants, 
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and for the medical treatment of torture victims. In 
addition. the organization's sections and groups 
distributed a further substantial amount, much of it in 
the form of modest payments by local groups to their 
adopted prIsoners of conscience and dependent 
families. 

Information about AI is available from national 
section offices and from: International Secretariat, 
J Easton Street, London WCIX oOW, United Kingdom. 

AI Online 
AI Online is dedicated to providing AI's human rights 
resources on the web in English 
(hnp:llwww amnesty.org). 1t contains more than 10,000 
files and receives over SIX million hits a month. I t holds 
most AI reports publIshed since 1996 and all the latest 
news releases detailing AI's concerns about human 
rights issues around the world Additionally. there is 
information on the latest campaigns and appeals for 
action to help protect human rights 
(http://www,stoptorture.org), You will also find contact 
details for AI's orfices around the world and links to 
hundreds of websites with a human rights theme. 

There are also AI international sites in 
French (http'!/www.efa,.orYl, 
Spanish (http,/lwww edal.orgl), and 
Arabic (http://www.amnesty�arabic.org!). 

AI sections 
Algeria Amnesty International. BP In. Alger. 
RP ,6004 
E�mal1: amnestyalgerlalilhotmail.com 
Argentina Amnistia Internaclonal. 
Av. Rlvadavia 2206 - P4A, Cl032ACO Ciudad de 
Buenos Aires 
E�mail: mroa>amnesty.org.ar 
http://www.amnesty.org.ar 
Australia Amnesty International. Private Bag 23, 
Broadway, New South Wales 2007 
E�mall: admlnalaa>amnesty.org.au 
http://www.amnesty.org.au 
Austria amnesty International austria, 
Moeringgasse 10, A�1I50 Wlen 
E-mail: infolilamnesty.at 
hnp:!lwww.amnesty.at 
Bangladesh Amnesty Internauonal, 28 Kabi 
Jaslmuddln Road, 1st Floor. North Kamalapur, 
Dhaka � 1217 
E�mall: admin�bdsamnesty.org 
Belgium Amnesty International (AI Vlaanderen), 
Kerkstraat 156, 2060 Antwerpen 
E�mail: amnesty$aivl.be 
http,!/www.alvl be 
Belgium Amnesty International «rancophone). 
rue Berckmans 9. 1060 Bruxelles 
E-mail. a.bf .. atbfbe 
http.!/www.aibr.be 
Benln Amnesty International, 01 BP 3536, Cotonou 
E�mall: albenln&nakayo.leland.bj 
Bermuda Amnesty International. PO Box HM 2136, 
Hamilton HMJX 
E�mail: aibda&ibl.bm 
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Brazil Anistla Internacional. Caixa Postal 50[3, 
CEP90041 �970 Pono Alegre, Rio Grande do Sui 
E�mail: anistia&anistia.org.br 
canada Amnesty International, 214 Montreal Road, 
4th Floor, Vanier, Ontario, KIl lA4 
E-mail: infolilamnesty.ca 
http://www.amnesty.ca 
canada Amnlstie Internationale (francophone), 
6250 boulevard Monk. Montreal, Quebec H4E JH7 
E�mail: infolilamnistie.qc.ca 
http://www.amnisue.qc.ca 
Chile Sel'lores, Casilla 4062. Santiago 
E-mail: admin�cI&amnesty.org 
Costa Rica Amnistia Internacional, 75 metros al norte 
de la Iglesia de Fatlma, los Yoses, San Pedro, San Jose 
Cote d'lvolre Amnesty International. 04 BP 895, 
AbidJan 04 
E-mail: aicotedivoirea>globeaccess.net 
Denmark Amnesty International. Dyrkoeb 3. 
1166 Copenhagen K 
E-mail: amnesty&amnesty.dk 
Ecuador Amnlstia Internaclonal, (asilla 17-15-240-(. 
Quito 
Faroe Islands Amnesty International. PO Box 1075, 
FR-Ilo. T6rshavn 
E-mail� amnesty&amnesty.(o 
http://www.amnesty.fo 
Finland Amnesty International, Ruoholahdenkatu 24, 
D 00180 Helsmkl 
E-mail: amnestya>amnesty.fI 
http://www.amnesty.fi 
France Amnesty International, 76 blvd. de la Villette, 
75940 Paris cedex 19 
E-mail: admin-frlilamnesty.asso.fr 
http://www.amnesty.asso.fr 
Germany Amnesty International, 53108 Bonn 
E-mail: admin-delilamnesty.de 
http://www.amnesty.de 
Ghana Amnesty International, Private Mail Bag. 
Kokomlemle, Accra - North 
E-mail: amnestY$ighmall.com 
Greece Amnesty International, 30 Sina Street, 
106 72 Athens 
E-mail: info&amnesty.gr 
http://www.amnesty.gr 
Guyana Amnesty International, c/o Palm Court 
Building. 35 Main Street, PO Box 10653. Georgetown 
Hong Kong Amnesty International. Unit B, yF, 
Best-O-Best Commercial Centre, 32-36 Ferry Street, 
Kowloon 
E-mail: admin-hklilamnesty.org 
Iceland Amnesty International, PO Box 618. 
121 Reykjavik 
E-mail: amnestYlilrhl.hl.is 
http://www.amnesty.ls 
Ireland Amnesty International. Sean MacBride House. 
48 Fleet Street, Dublin 2 
E-ma]\: Infoa>amnesty. iol.le 
http://www.amnesty.ie 
Israel Amnesty International. PO Box 14179.Tel AVlv 61141 
E-mai!: amnestya>netvlsion.net.11 
http://www.amnesty.org. il 
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Italy Amnesty International. Via Giovanni Battista De 
Rossi 10, 00161 Rama 
E·mail: info!i)amnesty.it 
http://www.amnesty.it 
Japan Amnesty Inlernatlonal, Sky Esta 2F. 2-18-2] Nishi 
Waseda, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169 
E-mail: amnesty&mri.blglobe.ne.jp 
http://www.amnestyor.jp 
Korea (Republic of) Amnesty International, Kyeong 
Buk RCO Box 36, Oaegu 706-600 
E-maH: admin-koii>amnesty.org 
http://www.amnesty.or.kr 
luxembouf! Amnesty International, Boile 
Postale 1914, 1019 Luxembourg 
E-rnail: e-maila>amnesty.lu 
http://www.amnesty.lu 
MaurltlusAmnesty International. BP 69, 
Rose-Hill 
E-rnail: amnestYQ)intnet.rnu 
Mexico Amnistia Internacional, Calle Patriclo 
Sanz No. 1104. Depto. 8, Col. del Valle. CP 03[00. 
MexicO OF 
Morocco Amnesty International, Place d'Angleterre, 
Rue Souissra, Immeuble No. 1 1 ,  Appt No. I. 
Rabat - I'Oeean 
E-mail: admin-mawamnesty.org 
Nepal Amnesty International. PO Box 1)5, Bagbazar, 
Kathmandu 
E-mail: ainwccsl.com.np 
Netherlands Amnesty International. PO Box 1968, 
1000 BZ. Amsterdam 
E-mail: amnestywamnesty.nl 
http://www.amnesty.nl 
New Zealand Amnesty International, PO Box 79), 
Wellington 
E-mail: campaigna>amnesty.org.nz 
hnp://www.amnesty.org.nz 
Nigeria Amnesty International, PMB )061, Suru Lere, 
Lagos 
E-mail: amnestynigb)alpha.linkserve.com 
Norway Amnesty International, PO Box 70Z Sentrum, 
0106 0510 
E-mail: infoti>amnesty.no 
http://www.amnesty.no 
Peru Se"ores, Casilla 659, Lima 18 
E-mail: admin-peti>amnesty.org 
Philippines Amnesty International, Room )05 
CRM Building 1 1 ,  116 Kamia Road, 1101 Ouezon City 
E-mail: amnestYb)info.com.ph 
Portugal Amnlstia Internacional, Rua Fialho de 
Almelda I)-I, PT-1070-IZ8 lisboa 
E-mail: alspa>ip.pt 
http://www.amnlstia-internacional.pt 
Puerto Rico Amnistia Internacional, Calle El 
Roble No. 54-Altos, OrIcina 11, Rio Piedras, 
Puerto Rico oo9z5 
Senegal Amnesty International. BP Z1910, 
Oaka, 
E-mail: alsenegala>sentoo.sn 
Sierra Leone Amnesty International. PMB 10ZI, 
Freetown 
E-mail: aLsl6>hotmall.com 
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Slovenla Amnesty International, Komenskega 7, 
1000 Ljubljana 
E-mail: amnesty.sloa>guesl.arnes.si 
http://www.ljudmIJa.org/ai-slo 
Spain Amnistia Internacional, ApdOSO)18, 28080 Madrid 
E-mail: amnlstla.lnternaciOnal6>a-i.es 
http://www.a-Les 
Sweden Amnesty International, PO Box 2)400. 
SE-10435 Stockholm 
E-mail: infob)amnesty.se 
http://www.amnesty.se 
Switzerland Amnesty International, Postfach CH-)OOI, 
Bern 
E-mail: info6>amnesty.ch 
hnp://www.amnesty.ch 
Taiwan Amnesty International, Room 525. No.z, 
Section I, Chung-shan North Road, 100 Taipel 
E-mail: aitaiwan6>transend.com.tw 
http://www.transend.com.rw/-aitalwan/ 
Tanzania Amnesty International, Luther House, 
)rd Floor, PO Box 43)1, Oar es Salaam 
E-mail: aitanza>intafnca.com 
Togo CCNp, BP 20013, Lome 
E-mail: aitogob)cafe.tg 
Tunisia Amnesty International, 67 rue Oum Kalthoum, 
)eme etage, Escalier B. 1000 Tunis 
E-mail: admin-tn6>amnesty.o� 
United Kingdom Amnesty International. 
99-119 Rosebery Avenue, London EC1R -4RE 
E-mail: info6>amnesty.org.uk 
http://www.amnesty.o�.uk 
United States of America Amnesty International. 
)22 8th Ave, New York. NY 10001 
E-mail: admin-us6>aiusa.org 
http://www.amnestyusa.org 
Uruguay Amnistia Internacional, Tristan Narvaja 16z4, 
Ap I, CP 1 1200, Montevideo 
Venezuela Amnistia Internacional, Apartado 
Postal 5110, Carmelitas, 1010 A Caracas 
E-mail: admln-ve6>amnesty.org 
http://www.amnlstia.lnt.ve 

AI coordinating structures 
Bolivia Amnistia Internacional, Casllla 10607, La Paz 
Burklna Faso Amnesty International. 08 BP 1 1)4-4, 
Ouagadougou 
E-mail: Contact.buro6)cenatrin.bf 
caribbean Regional Office Amnesty International 
C.R.O., PO Box 191Z, Grenada. West Indies 
E-mail: amnestycrob)caribsurf.com 
Croada Amnesty International. Martil:eva 24, 
10000 Zagreb 
E-mail: admin6>amnesty.hr 
Cura(:8o Amnesty International. PO Box )676, 
Cura.;ao, Netherlands Antilles 
Cyprus Amnesty International. 81 Onasagorou Str., 
PO Box 2497, 1011 Nicosia 
E-mail: amnestya>logosnet.com.cy 
Czech Republic Amnesty International, Palackeho 9, 
1 1000 Praha I 
E-mail: amnesty6>amnesty.cz 
http://www.amnesty.cz 
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Gambia Amnesty International, PO Box 1935. 
Banjul 
E-mail: amnesty6>gamtel.gm 
Hungary Amnesty InternaUonal, 1]99 Budapest. 
PF701iJ4j 
E-mail: amnesty.hunli>mail.matav.hu 
Malaysia Amnesty International. Pro-tern Committee, 
43A. jalan SS 1s!4. 47500 Subangjaya Selangor Darul 
Ehsan 
E-mail: amnestyaHrn.net.my 
http;! /www.crosswlnds.net/-aimalaysla 
Mali Amnesty International, BP E 3885. Bamako 
E-mail: amnesty-mlla>spider.toolnet.org 
Mongolia Amnesty International, Ulaanbaatar 21 0648. 
PO Box 180 
E-mail: almncc6>rnagicnet.mn 
Pakistan Amnesty International, NEe, B-12. Shelozon 
Centre, Gulsan-E-Iqbal, Block 15. Umversity Road. 
Karachi - 75300 
E-mail: amnestyli>cyber.net.pk 
Palestinian AuthOrity Amnesty International, 
PO Box 543. Khalaf Building, Racheed Street. Gaza City. 
South Remal via Israel 
E-mail: admin-pa&amnesty.org 
Paraguay Amnistfa Internaclonal. CalleJuan de 
Salazar 488 casl Boquer6n. Asunci6n 
E-mail: al-info6)amnistia.org.py 
hup:llwww.amnlstla.org.py 
Poland Amnesty International. ul. Ja�owa Dolma 4. 
80-252 Gdansk 
E-mail: amnesty&amnesty.org.pl 
hnp:llwww.amnesty.org.pl 
Slovakia Amnesty International. Staromestska 6. 
811 0) Bratislava 
E-mail: amnestYli>internet.sk 
http://www.lnternet.sklamneslY 
South Africa Amnesty International. PO Box 2908). 
Sunnyside 01)2, Pretoria, Gauteng 
E-mail: inro6)amnesty.org.za 
Thailand Amnesty International, 61/9 Park Ploenchlt 
Tower. Sot Sukhumvlt I. Sukhumvit Road. Klongtoey. 
Wattana. Bangkok 10110 
E-mail: admin-thlilamnesty.org 
hup:l/www.thalland.amnesty.com 
Uganda Amnesty International groups. PO Box 2)966. 
Kampala 
E-mail: augamnestylilyahoo.com 
Ukraine Amnesty International. Maydan Rynok 6, 
Drohobych. 293 720 lVlvska obl 
E-maiL ofrlceal&dr.lv.ukrtel.net 
Zambia Amnesty International. Private Bag), Kltwe 
Main PO. Kitwe 
E-mail: zebbiesmm@hotmail.com 
Zimbabwe Amnesty International. IS E Bible House, 
99 Mbuya Nehanda Street. Harare 
E-mail: gertrudenali>natfood.co.zw (aun AI Zim) 

AI groups 
Thereare also AI groups In: 
Albania. Angola. Aruba, Azerbaijan. Bahamas. 
Barbados, Belarus. Bosnla-Herzegovlna. Botswana. 
Cameroon. Chad. Dominican Republic, Egypt. Estonia, 
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Georgia. Grenada. Jamaica. Jordan, Kazakstan. Kenya. 
Kuwait. Kyrgyzstan. Lebanon, Liberia, lithuama. 
Macao. Macedonia. Malta. Moldova. Romania, Russian 
Federation. Turkey. Yemen. Yugoslavia (Federal 
Republic 00 



AI IN ACTION 

"The success of the 1961 Amnesty Campaign depends 
on how sharply and powerfully it is possible to rally 
public opinion. It depends, too, upon the campaign 
being all-embracing in its composition, international in 
character and politically impartial in direction." 

So wrote Peter Benenson in hiS 1961 article in the 
London Observer which founded Amnesty 
International (AI). From that call for a year-long 
campaign on behalf of prisoners of conscience has 
grown a worldwide organization of more than a million 
members whose activities now extend far beyond those 
originally envisaged. It is important to remind 
ourselves that the present reputation and internatiOnal 
standing of AI are based on the essential characteristics 
which were laid out 40 years ago and which still 
underpin our work. 

AI's strength renects the quality of the materials it 
produces and the meticulous research on which hs 
campaigning activities are based. During 2000, AI 
delegates viSited more than 70 countries and territories 
to meet victims of human rights violations. observe 
trials. and interview local human rights activists and 
officials. 

The facts are gathered in order to generate action. AI 
members, supporters and staff around the world 
mobilize public pressure on governments and others 
with innuence to stop human rights abuses. AI makes it 
possible for any interested person to send messages of 
concern directly to those who can change the situation. 

Activities range from public demonstrations to 
leuer-writing. from human rights education to 
fund raising concerts, from targeted appeals on behalf 
of a single individual to global campaigns on a specific 
country or issue, from approaches to local authorities 
to lobbying intergovernmental organizations. 

AI confronts governments with its findings, by 
issuing detailed reports and by publicizing its concerns 
in lea nets. posters, advertisements, newsletters and on 
the Internet; AI information is available on countless 
websites worldwide. 

AI campaigns to change government attitudes and 
unjust laws. One of the ways it does this Is by feeding a 
constant stream of information to the media, to 
governments and to the UN, urging them to take action. 

AI also strives to promote awareness and strengthen 
the protection of human rights. It appeals to 
International organizations to intervene when a crisis 
appears likely to develop. It seeks the proteCtion of 
refugees fleeing persecution and It works with local 
human rights workers who are subjected to harassment 
or who are under threat of attack. 

long and medium-term actions 
Actions by AI's local groups and networks- based in 
more than lOO countrles- continued to grow steadily 
during the year. Members took part In actions involving 
3,685 named Individuals, including prisoners of 

Amnesty Intefution.1 Report 2001 

AI I N ACTION 

conscience and other victims of human rights 
violations,in countries across the world, A total of 993 
long-term Action Files were active and runnmg and 
assigned to 2,732 groups who used a variety of 
campaigning techniques on behalf of the cases, 
includmg letter-Writing and public events. A total of 108 
new Action Files were produced and allocated dUring 
the year while 230 were closed in the same period 

The year saw an Increasing number of Innovative 
Action Files being produced for work by AI activists. 
These Included one to provide protection to aCllvists 
from the Yugoslav group OTPOR (see Youth and 
students below), as well as a demand to change 
legislation diSCriminating against the gay and lesbian 
community In Uganda and an Action File on Guatemala 
in support of HIJOS, a youth-based organization In 
defence of the rights of children of the �disappeared�. 

local groups were also involved m Regional Action 
Networks (RANs), medium-term actions which reqUire 
campaigning for between one and 12 months. A variety 
of campaigning techniques were also used In RAN 
actions. During the year a total of l.n6 groups were 
assigned to 23 RANs and they took part in 208 actions. 

Youth and students 
Youth and student groups make up approximately half 
of the AI membership worldwide and are organized into 
about 3,500 groups. In 2000 they campaigned 
vigorously on all AI concerns, including focusing on 
human rights abuses faced by the Serbian student pro­
democracy group OTPOR ("Resistance"). Members of 
OTPOR travelled to Sloven!a, the Palestinian Authority 
and the United Kingdom (UiO to speak to AI youth and 
to work wuh them on creating strategies for addressing 
human rights abuses in Serbia. AI youth and students 
sent postcards, e-malls and letters to the Yugoslav and 
Serbian authorities, created websites about OTPOR. 
and raised awareness in universities with Information 
stalls, posters and press conferences. The second 
International Youth Meeting was held in Slovenia 
where 35 representatives of the youth and students 
network from all regions of the world came together to 
create an action plan. Youth camps took place in South 
Africa (attended by young people from 15 African 
countries), the Palestinian Authority and the 
Philippines, and brought together young people to 
discuss human rights and take practical action 

Urgent Actions 
If urgent action is needed on behalf of people m 
imminent danger of gross human rights violations, 
volunteers around the world are alerted. and 
thousands of letters. faxes and e-mails are sent within 
days. 

DUring 2000 AI initiated 481 such appeals for the 
Urgent Action network. There were also ]47 updates 
Issued to urgent action appeals; 171 of these asked for 
further appeals to be sent. These actions were issued 
on behalf of people in 85 countries and territories, who 
were either at risk or had been the victims of, for 
example, torture or ill-treatment; "disappearances"; 
political killings and death threats; Judicial executions; 
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deaths in custody; or refoulement(forcible return) of 
asylum-seekers to a country where they would be In 
danger of human rights violations. 

Health professionals 
Among those long recognized as having an Important 
role to play in defending human nghts are health 
professionals. The Al health professional network 
conlinued to aCl ln cases of prisoners suffering ill 
health because of torture. poor prison conditions and 
deprivation of medical care, and campaigned on some 
50 medical actions issued on such cases dunng 2000. 
The network, which has members in more than JO 
countnes. also acted on behalf of many doctors and 
other health workers whose rights were abused. In May, 
AI published Harmmg the healers: Violations of the 
human nghts of health professionals (A. I Index: ACT 
7s!00112000), a report on more than 20 health workers 
who had been Imprisoned, i1Hreated or had 
"disappeared- in recent years. It documented the 
problems faced by health workers in the context of 
human nghts violations and in the exercise of their 
profession. 

AI health professional groups participated in a 
number of AI campaigns throughout the year as well as 
organizing meetings. undertaking human rights 
education activities and maintalnmg contacts with 
national professional bodies and non·governmental 
organizations (NGOs). 

AI health professionals contributed to important 
initiatives within the medical profession 
internationally, which included the publicallon of the 
Istanbul Protocol on the medical documentation of 
torture. This was the product of three years' work by a 
coalition of human rights, legal and medical experts. 
and was handed to the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Mary Robinson, In August. The 
Prmciples on the Effective Documentation ofTorture­
drawn from the Istanbul Protocol - were included in an 
AI compilation: Ethical codes and declarations relevant 
(0 rhehea/rhprofesslons(Al lndex, ACT751oo5lzooo). 
issued In December. 

Crisis response: Sierra Leone 
In early May. the capture of around 500 UN peace­
keeping troops by rebel forces of the Revolutionary 
United Front (RUF) and the resumption of hostilities 
heightened the risk.of further mass human nghts 
abuses against civilians. AI responded by stepping up 
itS ongoing work and mcreasing its research capacity In 
the country, as well as exploring new areas of 
campaigning. The Intense campaigning by AI members 
over subsequent months has already contributed to 
dramatic changes in the international community's 
approach to resolving the conflict in Sierra leone. 

AI lobbied governments and intergovernmental 
organizations (lGOs). in particular the UN. to take 
immediate action to prevent human rights abuses and 
[Q ensure that all efforts [Q resolve the crisis placed 
human rights protection as a priority. SpeCifically, Al 
emphasized the obligation of the international 
community to ensure that UN peace·keeplng forces m 
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Sierra Leone fulfilled their mandate to protect civilians 
under Imminent threat of physical danger. AI delegates 
in Freetown. including AI's Secretary General Pierre 
Sane. held meetings with the Sierra Leone President 
and other senior government officials, UN 
representatives, foreign officials and members of Sierra 
Leone NGOs to discuss AI's concerns and 
recommendations. 

AI researchers in Sierra Leone interviewed many 
children who had been abducted and forced to fight or 
·serve� during the connict. as well as women and girls 
who had been subjected to rape and forced Into sexual 
slavery. Their testimonies and the children's drawings 
have been used by AI members worldwide, including 
women's. youth and student groups, to publicize the 
plight of women and children in Sierra Leone and to 
lobby their own governments as well as the 
government of Sierra Leone to ensure that the needs of 
victims of the connict are met. 

AI had consistently campaigned against the blanket 
amnesty granted In the July 1999 peace agreement, 
belieVing that there can be no last 109 peace unless the 
perpetrators of human rights abuses are brought to 
Justice. The events of May 2000 forced the 
International community to acknowledge this. AI made 
Specific proposals on steps to be taken to address 
Impunity which helped to move forward the 
international debate and COntributed to discussions 
tak.ing place within Sierra Leone civil society. In August 
the UN Security CounCil decided to establish a Special 
Court for Sierra Leone to prosecute those most 
responsible for the gravest human nghts abuses. 

AI and other NGOs from around the world joined 
together to campaign for immediate action to end the 
trade in diamonds from rebel-held areas which 
finances military assistance to the RUF. enabling It to 
continue to commit widespread abuses against 
civilians. There was unprecedented lobbying of the 
diamond mdustry itself, as well as of governments in 
major diamond-importing countries, the UN and other 
IGOs. AI's unique COntribution to the NGO campaign 
was Its capacity to generate pressure from members 
around the world directed at all levels of the diamond 
trade. from jewellery shops to the Diamond High 
Council. AI's campaigning With other NGOs also aimed 
to ensure that the UN arms embargo was enforced and 
that no further mil itary assistance reached RUF forces. 

Israel/ Occupied Territories/ Palestinian 
Authority 
On 29 September at least five people died in Jerusalem 
and more than 200 were wounded after bemg: shot by 
Israeli security forces. The days and weeks that 
followed saw almost daily confrontations between 
stone-throwing Palestinians and Israeli troops. By the 
end of 2000, Israeli security forces had killed at least 
Joo and wounded more than 10,000 Palestinians, many 
of whom were children under 18. 

AI mobilized Its membership to take action to stop 
the killings, AI sections all over the world initiated 
public events as well as lobbying and mass letter­
writing activities. As deaths of children mounted. AI 
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Issued a children's action, followed soon after by a 
report based on its miSSion in October. The report 
criticized Israeli security services for using military 
methods against demonstrators who were not 
endangering lives; for using ammunition and weapons 
that were suitable forcombat situations, not for 
policing demonstrations; and for the rapid escalation 
to lethal force and the frequent impeding of medical 
assistance. 

AI members responded to the escalating situation by 
sending thousands of letters not only to the Israeli 
government and officials but also to the Palestmian 
Authority reinforcing the need to protect children. A 
UN CommisSion of Inquiry was set up, though without 
the hoped-for support of all members. However, 
massive AI pressure may have helped to influence the 
Israeli government to agree to set up a judicial 
commission of inquiry to investigate the circumstances 
of the killing of Palestinian citizens of Israel. 

AI sections were sent regularly a list of Palestinian 
and Israeli dead, and a poster was produced in Arabic, 
English and French. Members began to organize 
increasingly visible actions. from reading the names of 
the dead out loud at street corners in the USA to 
organizing the ringing of all the church bells In 
SwItZerland for the dead on 16 December. 

Human rights defenders 
Human rights defenders play a Vital role in holding 
states to acCOunt In respect of their promises and 
obligations to protect the rights of their citizens. In 
many countries around the world human rights 
defenders face constant persecution, In particular in 
Colombia, lndonesia, Togo, Tunisia and Turkey, on 
account of their efforts to support the Victims of human 
rights violations and to expose the abuses committed 
by state agents. Work to strengthen and protect human 
rights defenders contmued to be one of AI's priOrities. 

In Latin America, AI's special program of protecUon 
mechanisms for human rights defenders at risk worked 
closely with local and international organizations to 
develop and apply national programs of prOtection. 
This work Included supporting national and 
international internships, as well as Initiatives to 
enable mainly foreign nationals to accompany human 
rights defenders - including witnesses - facing 
imminent danger. Members of the electronic Human 
Rights Defenders Network for Latin America took 
special action on behalf of Brazilian human rights 
defenders, including AI members. Other actions 
Included Guatemalan defenders threatened and 
attacked because of their work on impunity, the 
�dlsappearance· of Colombian human rights activist 
Jairo Bedoya Hoyos, and activists campaigning for land 
rights and against police violence in Para, Brazil. 

In May AI published a report, Colombia: Protection of 
human rights defenders- one step forward, three seeps 
back(A1 Index, AMR 2J/022/2ooo) and launched a one­
year campaign on Colombian human rights defenders 
who continue to work despite the alarming dangers. 
The report emphasizes that while security measures 
offered by the authorities for human rights defenders at 
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risk -such as bullet·proof vests and remforcements for 
office premises-are welcome, they fail to address the 
root causes or complexity of the problem of military 
and paramilitary threats and attacks. 

In May AI conducted a workshop in Mexico to discuss 
the application of the UN Declaration on the Right and 
Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of 
Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. The 
workshop, attended by 40 defenders, was one part of a 
long·term strategy to build a national program on the 
protection of defenders. 

Following regional and sub· regional consultations 
during 1998 and 1999, a coordinator was appointed in 
April for a one-year campaign on human rights 
defenders m Western Africa Collaborative discussions 
with human rights NGOs in a number of countnes In the 
region resulted In a small international consultative 
meeting lOjune organized by AI Ghana. This meeting 
discussed the development of plans for materials and 
the organization of a launch event, and led to the 
establishment of coalitions of networks of human rights 
defenders, includingAJ members. 

Worldwide campaigns 
Take a step to stamp out torture 
In October the movement began a major new 
worldwide campaign, Take a step tosramp our torture, 
focusing on three key themes: the means of preventing 
torture; the role of discrimination In supporting the 
torture Innicted on certain groups In the population; 
and putting an end to the Impunity which has shielded 
so many people responsible for torture. The campaign 
was launched with a rolling program of media events in 
Tokyo, Beirut, Nairobi, London and Buenos Aires and in 
most of the countnes where AI has a section. A webstte 
was set up, www,Stoptorture,org. glvlngvlsltorsand 
subscnbers the opportuOlty to lake Immediate action 
on urgent cases with a risk of torture. For the first time, 
AI offered notices of urgent cases sent to subscribers' 
mobile telephones using �SMS· text messages. 

AI sections organized scores of publicity events and 
press briefings to raise public awareness about torture. 
These ranged from a marathon run in Peru toa 
motorbike tour in Nepal, a student march in Canada 
and visits to police stations in South Africa. 
Government offiCials and prime ministers pUblicly 
signed commitments to end tOrture. The campaign 
attracted extensive media coverage and members' 
protest actions swiftly began to draw responses from 
governments. 
Saudi Arabia 
Human rights are no longer a taboo subject in Saudi 
Arabia. Within days of AI's first·ever campaign against 
human rights Violations in the country being launched 
in March, the government, in an unprecedented step, 
announced its belief In the universality and 
mdivislbility of human rights. The authorities also gave 
undertakings to Introduce new legislation with more 
human nghts guarantees and acceded to the UN 
Women's Convention. A dynamic and unprecedented 
debate on human rights began in the media 
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Throughout the campaign AI activISts demonstrated 
their concern and outrage at the secrecy surroundmg 
human rights violations and at the suffering of 
countless victims, left with no saf�uards and no form 
of redress. 

AI members in Europe and North America focused 
their campaigmng on economic relations and the role 
of the bUSiness community. They lobbied their 
governments to voice their concerns about human 
rights In meetings with Saudi Arabian government 
officials, Asian members of AI focused on the plight of 
migrant workers. particularly women domestic 
workers suffering abuse at the hands of their 
employers, and organized meetings with trade unions 
and migrant workers' organizations, as well as their 
own governments, to raise awareness and diSCUSS 
solutions. Members in the Middle East and North 
Africa emphasized the urgency of addressing women's 
rights, particularly In terms of personal status. 
freedom of movement and equal opportunities 10 
employment. 

An Important breakthrough with this campaign was 
to end the silence of the international commumty 
about grave human rights violations in Saudi Arabia 
For the first lime statements by many governments 
raised concerns about the situation, 10 particular the 
lack of protection given to their own citizens caught up 
m the crlmmal Justice system, or In some cases 
demand 109 proper redress for their lack of protection. 
AI members campaigned in the streetS throughout the 
world, and thousands of signatures were collected m 
countnes as diverse as the Netherlands and Nepal, 
Morocco. Venezuela and Nigeria, united in their 
concern to end the secrecy and end the suffenng 10 
Saudi Arabia 

Other campaigns 
Other campaigns during the year covered human 
nghts abuses in Algeria. Belarus, Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Haiti, India, IndoneSia, RUSSian 
Federation and Sudan. AI  members also mobil ized 
support for human rights defenders In Colombia, 
India and Western Africa, continued to develop 
Initiatives on economic relations and approaches to 
companies. and the transfer of military, security and 
police eqUipment. as well as undertaking pioneenng 
work on human fights Violations linked to Identlty­
based discrimination. In addition. Al  members 
mounted lobbymg opera lions at many of the 
worldwide and regional Intergovernmental 
organizations' meetings that took place, and 
partiCipated actively in meetings mcludmg the fifth­
year review of the Beljing Platform for Action 
(Beijing plus FIVe) and preparations for the World 
Conference against RaCism 

Children's rights 
For the 2000 Children's Rights Action and as part of 
AI's Campaign agamst Torture. AI launched a report on 
the torture and ill-treatment of children. Hidden 
scandal, secret shame (AI Index: ACf 40103B/2000) 
Drawing on AI's field research and other eVidence, the 
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report examines the contexts in which children are 
tortured. looks at the internatJonal legal framework 
that defines and prohibits torture, and makes 
numerous recommendations for ending the torture 
and ill-treatment of children. The report reveals that 
children are tortured because they are caught up in 
wars and political conflict; children suspected of 
criminal actiVity are most at nsk of torture at the 
hands of the state; children are often detamed m 
conditions that pose a threat to their health and 
safety; and many children face being beaten or 
sexually abused by the very adults who are supposed 
to protect them_ AI is calling on governments to fulfil 
their obligations under the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (UN Children's Convention) to ensure that 
children are protected from torture and ill-treatment. 
AI members around the world undertook a variety of 
mitiatives such as a pamting competltion for children; 
distributing postcards urging governments to ·stop 
the torture of children now·; taking action on appeal 
cases of children who had been tortured; and 
organizing school actiVities Including essay 
competitions 

AI's actlVtsts have contmued to lobby on the 
Optional Protocol to the UN Children's Convention on 
the involvement of children in armed confliCt. On 25 
May the UN General Assembly adopted the Optional 
Protocol by consensus. The focus of AI's lobbYing, in 
close cooperation with the International Coalition to 
Stop the Use of Child Soldiers. has now moved on to 
encourage all states to ratify it, wnhout reservations, to 
implement it 10 national law, and to make declarations 
endorsing 18 as the minimum age at which voluntary 
recruitment will be permitted. The aim of the campaign 
is for a mmimum of lOO signatures and 50 ratlflcations 
ofthe Optional Protocol by the UN Special Summit on 
Children In September 2001. 

AI's members also took action for the rights of 
children who found themselves in the firing line In 
Sierra Leone and In Israel and the Occupied 
Territories. 

AI's work for juvenile Justice is ongoing. In 2000 AI's 
activists continued to Investigate cases of people who 
were faCing the death penalty in the USA for crimes they 
were convicted of committmg when they were under 
18. The use of the death penalty on child offenders 
Violates numerous international agreements, includmg 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
and the UN Children's Convention 

Many children who come into contact with the 
justice system encounter torture, ill-treatment and 
cruel. inhuman and degrading conditions of detention 
AI members continued to campaign on the juvenile 
detention system, Foundation for the Well-BeIng of 
Minors (FEBEM) in sao Paulo state, Brazil, which 
collapsed Into cnsis in October 1999 when years of 
overcrowding and ill-treatment led to a series of 
violent riots in one of FEBEM's detention centres. Since 
then the reforms undertaken have fallen far short of 
those required to tackle the Crisis. AI called on the Sao 
Paulo government to take lmmediate steps to address 
the human rights crisis in FEBEM. 
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Women's Rights 
In 2000 AI's Women's Rights Action highlighted the 
ongOing struggle for women's rights. Central to this was 
AI's lobbymg for the ratification of the Optional 
Protocol to the UN Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Women (UN Women's 
Convention) and work at the review of the 1995 UN 
World Conference on Women, held In Beijmg 

The year 1999 ended with the adoption of the new 
Optional Protocol to the UN Women's Convention by 
the UN General Assembly which will provide an 
errective tool to fight discrimination against women. I! 
creates a mechanism wherf>hy individual women In 
countries which have ratified the Protocol have the 
right to bring complaints to the Committee on the 
ElimInation of DiscrimInation against Women (CEDAW) 
allegmg a violation of the rights in the Convention 
Under the Protocol (he Committee will also be able to 
carry out an inqUiry if it receives rehable information 
mdicatlng grave or systematic violations by a state 
party to the Convention 

In June, an AI delegation attended, along with UN 
member states, a speCial session of the UN General 
Assembly to review the delivery of commitments to 
promote women's equality, peace and development 
drawn up during the Beijlng Conference. Delegates 
from the Middle East, Including AI's Moroccan delegate, 
managed to stage a lightning picket at the main gate of 
(he UN building although they were threatened With 
arrest. Three days before the end of the UN meeting, 
the AI delegates mounted a silent protest. Within 24 
hours, At activists produced hundreds of white T-shirts 
emblazoned with the slogan �No Going Back -Women's 
Rights are Human Rights· in different languages, which 
were distributed to women NGO delegates. The 
message, visible during the final two days of the UN 
seSSion, was Simple and yet powerful. 

Reactions to the outcome of the seSSion were mixed. 
There was a reaffirmation of the universality and 
Indivisibility of women's rights and human rights. but 
some governments deliberately aVOided repeating the 
phrase �women's rights are human rights· which 
appeared in previous UN documents including the 
Beijing Platform for Action. However, new 
commitments to combat domestic Violence against 
women and girls were added with specific references to 
marital rape; crimes committed In the name of honour 
and passion; and racism and racially motivated 
violence. 

Many AI members around the world took part In the 
Women's World March 2000 against Poverty and all 
Forms of Violence against Women. Organized by the 
Federation des Femmes du Ouebecof Canada, the 
event was supported by international and grass-roots 
women's organizations worldwide. Women's rights 
activists all over the world marched to raise awareness 
about poverty and all forms of violence against women 
as obstacles to women's attainment of equality, 
development and peace; to demand greater 
accountability by governments and the international 
(rade and financial institutions for changes reqUired to 
improve the status of women and women's quality of 
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life; and to forge global solidarity With grass-roots 
women's movements around the issues of poverty and 
violence against women. 

As part of the program of action on Saudi Arabia, AI's 
women's rights activists campaigned against abuses of 
women. They organized appeal cases, petitions, 
demonstrations, meetings, workshops and letter· 
writing actions. as well as approaching Saudi Arabian 
embaSSies and foreign ministries In the actiVists' 
countries. They also participated in the response to the 
Sierra Leone criSiS, campaigning on the issue of rape 
and other forms of sexual violence against girls and 
women. in addition, AI members responded to an 
actlon on the trafficking of women from countries of 
the former Soviet Union to work in the sex Industry in 
Israel 

The rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered people 
The year was marked by an inCreasing activism and 
outreach to the gay rights community by AI led by Its 
own growing network of gay fights advocates and 
activists in more than 40 countries 

In July, AI took part in World Pride in Rome. thiS was 
an important and high-profile event at which gay rights 
were openly stated as a legitimate human fights Issue. 
Despite efforts to disrupt the event, the mood was very 
positive with activists from around the world marching 
to proclaim gay pride. AI's presence highlighting 
discrimination against the gay community as a human 
rights issue prOVided a strong human rights dimension 
to the media and public perception of the event. AI held 
a press conference and mounted a rally, which was well 
covered by local and international media Human rights 
defenders from the gay community were present, 
including one on whose behalf Al members have 
campaigned. 

A leading human rights defender In Zimbabwe, 
Poliyana Mangwlro, of Gays and Lesbians of Zimbabwe 
(GAll). took part in an AI speaker's tour In February 
and March, viSiting nine AI sections. She was met by an 
enthusiastic and engaged audience at all her speaking 
engagements and the tour provided Wide media 
coverage to GALZ and the Situation of lesbian and gay 
human rights defenders in Zimbabwe The tour also 
gave GAlZ contacts wnh lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBD organizations Internationally and 
wIth the Wider human rights movement. 

AI's LGBT activists were mobilized to campaign on 
behalf of prisoner of conscience Anwar Ibrahlm, former 
Deputy Prime MiniSter and Finance Mlnisrerof 
Malaysia, who was sentenced on charges of sodomy, 
and on behalf of members of the transgendered 
community in Valencia, Carabobo State, Venezuela. 
who continue to be harassed and jailed in conditions 
which may amount to i1Hreatment. 

AI's work on the USA has COntinued with actions on 
prisons In California and Mississippi in response to 
reports of attacks against gay pnsoners and the 
inadequate care of prisoners With HIV/ AIDS. LGBT 
activiSTS also responded 10 Urgent Actions on 
Argentina, Brazil and Saudi Arabia. 
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Military, security and police transfers 
In looo the AI MIlitary, Security and Police (MSP) 
network grew to include coordinators In over 60 
countries worldwide. This was matched by a significant 
Increase in campalgmngand research undertaken by AI 
and partner NGOs. Such MSPcampalgntng and research 
has become a key focus of AI's work in increasing the 
pressure on those directly responsible for human fights 
violations and highlighting the responsibility of 
supplier governments 

International advocacy and campaignmg actions 
were produced and carried out on a wide range of AI's 
concerns on MSP Issues. This included the internatlonal 
trade in weapons, equipment and training fuelling the 
conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and 
calls for tougher controls on brokers and greater 
transparency In MSP export legislation. An acuon on 
MSP was produced as part of the program of action on 
Saudi Arabia 

DUring 2000, AI acttvists around the world 
campaigned with great skill and commitment on a 
range of MSP issues. Durtng the French Presidency of 
the European Union, the French World Cup-wtnnlng 
football team called for tough small arms controls, 
gaining wide media coverage and raising the profile of 
the debate In France. This was followed by an 
international conference on small arms at the French 
senate, attended by government and Civil society 
representatives from across Europe and West Africa. In 
Italy the launch of the campaIgn on small arms engaged 
decision makers and journalists, and generated mass 
popular support South Africa saw the first ever Africa 
Youth Camp attended by young people from over 2S 

nations focusing on MSP Issues. In the USA, the call for 
the government to halt transfers of attack helicopters 
to Israel during the recent connlct had a slgntficant 
impact on Instituttonal and public opinion, and in the 
UK the jOint AI/Oxfam -tough arms controls· campaign 
gained the support of top politlclans,trade umonists 
and the public leading to the government proposing 
new legislation 

AI's CriSIS work In Sierra Leone and In Israel and the 
Occupied Terntorles had a strong focus on MSP Issues 
During the response to the Sierra Leone criSIS, the AI 
movement campaigned to end continuing military 
assistance to rebel forces, including by calling for 
effective controls on arms brokers and an end to the 
illiCit trade In diamonds from Sierra Leone. linking the 
sale of conflict diamonds to the flow of weapons Into 
Sierra Leone was a successful Issue, stimulating 
excellent AI activity around the world including In 
Belgium, COte d'lvoire, Israel and the USA. In December 
AI called fordeterminedaction to halt thearms-for­
diamonds trade follOWing the publicauon of the results 
of a UN investigation 

Companies 
More than 20 AI sections worked on approaches to 
companies in 2000, Training seminars were held in 
London and New York for AI actiVISts which discussed 
practical ways In which AI can Influence corporate 
behaviour AI business groups conunued to develop 
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their contacts with companies based In their countries 
through diSCUSSions, smaller bilateral meetings, and 
direct talks with compames active In countries faCing 
human rights Crises, In meetings With offiCials of the 
diamond Industry during the Sierra Leone crisis AI 
stressed the Importance of effecttve international 
regulation of the diamond trade in ending human rights 
abuses, Theorganlzatlon also made representations to 
the dlplomallc community and the UN 

As part of Its ongOing work, AI promoted the 
responsibility of companies to adhere to human rights 
prtnciples. AI also participated In discussions to 
develop practical components of the Global Compact, 
an Inluative of the Office of the UN Secretary-General 
AI representatives spoke at national and international 
conferences on Issues related to corporate conduct, 
reporting of business activities, and human rights 

As part of the campaign on Saudi Arabia, AI Issued a 
booklet, S8udIArabl. Open {orbusmess(AI Index· 
MDE 2)/082/2000). This presented an overview of the 
Saudi Arabian business world and demonstrated how 
companies can apply Internationally recognized 
standards on human rights despite difficult operaung 
envlronments_ The bUSiness community received It 
with considerable interest. 

Human rights education 
AI structures around the world continued to reflect the 
Importance of human rights education (HRE) by 
implementing a varied range of innovative and 
effective programs. 

In many countries, AI leads the way in lobbying for 
human rights to be included In the CUrriculum for 
primary, secondary and tertiary education. In some 
cases this Is successful, but there are stili too many 
governments in all regions who are unwilling to make 
the commitment to officially Integrate education on 
human rights Into curricula. 

A number of AI sections Integrated human rights 
education Into their plans for the campaign against 
torture. For example, AI Belgium, AI Italy and AI 
Spain worked with schools on developing projects 
and materials, AI Canada produced materials for 
youth and students and AI Ecuador organized a 
schools painting competition on the theme ·Stop 
Torture". AI Mongolia targeted the training of law 
enforcement personnel and held seminars 
speCifically on torture. AI Nepal Initiated a range of 
activities aimed at children including a regular 
children's column in the section's newsletter, AI 
developed a package of materials that teachers can 
adapt for use in schools 

An HRE strategy Is being followed In Africa that 
demonstrates the long-term planning needed for 
sustainable HRE programs. The strategy first aims to 
develop the skills and knowledge required to plan, 
manage and implement HRE programs_ Regional 
workshops conducted for Cote d'lvolre, Senegal and 
Togo as well as for Ghana, Gambia, Nigeria and Sierra 
Leone have covered such topics as strategic planning, 
Interactive methodologies, evaluation and 
rundraislng, These will be followed up on a national 



basiS with more specific capacity-building programs 
and the implementation of planned HRE programs. 

A small workshop for section activists was held in 
London 10 discuss Ihe role HRE can play In developing a 
better understanding of women's rights. The workshop 
identified that including women's rights In HRE 
programs can play a major role 10 strengthening AI 
structures. AI Morocco has developed strong links with 
a number of NGOs that work for women's rights and will 
include them as target groups in their HRE program 

AI representatives attended the UN Decade of 
Human Rights Education mid-term review 10 Geneva. 
They supported the recommendations that ask 
countries to reaffirm their commitment to HRE by 
developing and Implementing nauonal HRE strategies 
and committees and providing more resources and 
initiatives for HRE structures and programs. The review 
identified that there were too many ad hocacuvlties 
and not suffiCient attention given to a long-term 
approach that can ensure human rights are integrated 
Into all parts of society. 

Refugees 
AI continued to campaign and take action on behalf of 
asylum-seekers and refugees at risk of being forcibly 
returned to countries where they might face human 
rights violations. AI sections and structures across the 
world provided deciSion-makers and asylum-seekers 
with information about human rights abuses in 
countries of origIn, and also took action to try to stop 
the forCible return of hundreds of individual refugees. 

AI Canada intervened with the Canadian MlOister of 
CItizenship and Immigration to prevent the deportation 
of several Libyans whose asylum claims were not 
successful, fearing that they would be at serious risk of 
human rights violations after return. In November, two 
Egyptian families were granted refugee status in 
Germany after AI had issued a worldwide public 
appeal; their initial asylum applications had been 
rejected as manifestly unfounded in an accelerated 
procedure. Other appeals issued included the forCible 
return of Libyans from Jordan, and the ill-treatment 
and forCible return from Lebanon of Sudanese asylum­
seekers and refugees. 

AI continued Its work toensure that states fulfil their 
obligations under International law and scrupulously 
observe the prinCiple of non-refoulementby not 
clOSing their borders in situations of mass Innux of 
refugees. AI continued to stress thiS prinCiple m 
international forums in connection with the evaluation 
of the response to the Kosovo cnsis In 1999. The same 
concerns were also reiterated In connection with the 
closure of the border With Sierra Leone by Guinea and 
the closure of borders with Afghanistan by TaJiklstan 
and Pakistan. 

Al urged that countries still hostlOg Bosnian 
refugees observe voluntary repatriation standards, 
and that those Bosnian refugees who cannot yet 
exercise their right to return In safety and with dignity 
to their homes in eastern Republika Srpska should not 
be forCibly returned to other parts of Bosnia­
Herzegovlna. 
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AI  also contmued to campaign and lobby against 
restriCtive legislative and other measures which would 
deny asylum-seekers and refugees access to fair and 
satisfactory asylum procedures. On a regional level, AI 
participated in the joint UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) and Organization of African Unity 
(OAU) meeting of Government and Non-Government 
Technical Experts on the loth Anniversary of the 1969 
OAU Convention on the Specific Aspects of Refugee 
Problems in Africa. This resulted in a Platform for 
Action which provides further gUidance to 
governments In the region hosting refugees. AI's 
European Union (EU) Association commented on EU 
proposals on "temporary protecuon�, minimum 
standards for asylum procedures, reviSion of the Dublin 
Convention (which currently decides which member 
state IS responSible for conSidering an application for 
asylum), reception conditions and earner sanctions 
which fall shor( of international refugee and human 
rights law and standards. AI's EU ASSOCiation also 
successfully campaigned for the InclUSion of a 
prOVision on the right to asylum and prohibition of 
refoulement and collective expulsion in the non­
binding Charter of Fundamental RIghts of the European 
Union which was endorsed at the EU summit In Nice In 
December. 

Numerous initiatives were taken by Al sections. AI 
Senegal raised concerns about the quality of decision­
making 10 the National Refugee CommiSSion, the 
deCISion-making authority for asylum claims. AI Ghana 
worked to ensure the rights of refugees from various 
African countries who had sought protection in Ghana 
They had arnved in Ghana claiming that they had been 
denied effective refugee protection In Burkina Faso. AI 
Australia reacted against the Australian government's 
claims that victims of specifiC forms of gender-based 
persecution (such as ·honour� killings and trafficking) 
were not deserving of protection under the UN Refugee 
Convention. AI Sweden successfully participated In a 
campaign together With other NGOs against a Swedish 
government proposal on the establishment of a new 
temporary protecllon regime In situations of mass 
Oight which would effectively deprive refugees of rights 
they otherwise would be guaranteed under Swedish 
law_ The proposal was Withdrawn before it was voted 
on m parliament. AI Ireland VOiced ItS concerns about 
the coming into force of the Irish Refugee Act 1996, 
mainly on Issues of shortcomlOgs in prOVisions on 
detention, accelerated procedures, and the short time 
limits within which representations can be made on 
behalf of asylum-seekers. 
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AND REGIONAL 
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Intergovernmental o�anizations play an Important 
role In the protection and promotion of human fights 
worldwide. ThroughOUl lOOO. AI continued ItS efforts to 
further its human rights work by seekmg to influence 
International and regional organizations both in terms 
of campaigning against ongOing human rights abuses 
and In promoting international standards for the 
protection of human rights. Below are some of the 
highlights of AI's work with these organizations. 

UN Headquarters. New Yark 
AI continued to encourage the Security Council to 
conSider the human rights situation of countries they 
were deliberatIng as well as the impact of armed conflict 
on specifIC groups of people, such as women, children, 
refugees and the internally displaced. Where the UN has 
established peace-keepmgoperations, such as In 
Kosovo, Sierra Leone and East Timor, AI called for the 
Security CounCil to ensure that all UN personnel Involved 
be adequately trained In human nghts standards and that 
there bea system for holding peace-keeping troops 
accountable for any human rights violations committed, 
Including a complaints mechanism. In the case of East 
Tlmor, where the UN Is the de facto government and 
custodian of the human rights of the Citizens, Al reviewed 
the role of the United NauonsTransitional Authority for 
East Tlmor (UNTAED, making specinc recommendations 
In theareasofthecreation of a human fights cullUre; 
ending Impuniry and assisting reconciliation; creating 
human fights institutions; and enacting legislation and 
mechanisms for the protection of the rights of women, 
children and minority groups (see East Timor: Building a 
new country based on human rights, AI Index: ASA 
57/00s12ooo). ln the case of Sierra Leone, AI provided a 
detailed analysIs of the draft statute of the Special Court 
for Sierra Leone and encouraged the CounCil to ensure 
that the Jurisdiction of the Court and the provIsions of its 
statute would enable it to be ajust, fair and effective tool 
towards ending impunity In Sierra Leone (see SIerra 
Leone: Recommendaflons on the draft statute of the 
SpecIal Court, AI Index. AFR 51/08j/zooo). 

Working with other non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) and in collaboration With the United Nations 
Development Fund far Women (UNIFEM), AI urged the 
Security Council to address the impact of armed connict 
on women and the fact that women are not adequately 
represented In deCision-making on negotiating, 
building or consolidating peace. In October 2000, 
under the PreSidency of Namibia, the Security Council 
held a debate on women and peace and security and 
was briefed by women and NGOs. Following these 
discussions, the Secunty CounCil unanimously adopted 
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an histonc resolution that reaffirmed the Important 
role of women In conflict resolution and peace­
building, emphaSized the need for a gender-sensitive 
approach to peace-keeping and invlled the UN 
Secretary-General to report on these malters. 

AI partiCipated in the UN Special Session "Women 
2000: Gender Equality, Development and Peace 
for the 21St Century" <the Beljlng plus Five Review). AI  
lobbied to ensure that there would be no going back on 
what had been achieved in the Beijing Declaration and 
Program of Action, particularly on women's human 
rights. In addition, AI lobbied strongly for the Outcome 
Document of the plus Five Review to renect Important 
developments on women's rights, such as the adopllon 
of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination agamst 
Women; the inclusion In the Rome Statute of the 
International Cnminal Court of all forms of sexual 
Violence as a warcnme and, in certain instances, as a 
Cfime against humanity or genocide; and the need for 
governments to make new commitments regarding the 
responsibility of the state for particular issues, such as 
-honour cnmes· and abuses by non-state actors. To 
coincide with the plus Five Review, AI published a 
report. Respect, protect, fulfil women's human fights: 
State responsibIlity for abuses by ·non-srateactors�(A1 
Index: JOR )0/00212000). 

As part of AI's ongoing work to abolish the death 
penalty, and With the cooperation of the UN Staff Union, 
AI arranged for the premier screening of The Hurricane in 
the UN General Assembly Hall. The film Illustrates how 
racism can infect criminal trials, an Issue of major 
relevance in the USA where, for example, race, ethniC 
origin and economic status appear to be key 
determinants in who will receive a death sentence and 
who Will not. In December 2000, UN Secretary-General 
Kon Annan received a petition of more than three million 
signatures from all over the world calling for a universal 
moratOflum on the death penalty from representatives 
of AI. Moratonum 2000 and the Sant'Egldio Community. 

UN Geneva 
In 1998 the Commission on Human Rights initiated a 
review of its themadc and country specific special 
procedures With a view to enhancing the effectiveness 
of those mechanisms. An Inter-sessional working group 
established by the Commission produced a report which 
was adopted by the CommiSSion in April 2000 but which 
failed to address adequately the serious problems faced 
by these bodies. While the number of new mandates 
created by the Commission has risen by over a third 
since 1995, resources from the UN regular budget have 
shrunk and consequently the UN servicing of these 
mandates has diminished. AI urged the Commission to 
call upon all states to extend open invitations to the UN 
special mechanisms, to schedule more time for 
diSCUSSion and follow-up of reports from the special 
procedures and their recommendations, and to urge 
member states attending the General Assembly to vote 
for the necessary funds from the regular budget. 

As part of its work in relation to UN thematic 
mechanisms, AI briefed the Special Rapporteuron 
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torture prior to his visit to Brazil and the Special 
Rapporteur on extrajudicial. summary or arbitrary 
executions in preparation for a possible visit 10 the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. In cooperation with 
the Law Society of England and Wales, AI produced a 
document entnled The United Nations Thematic 
Mechanisms - Update zooo; An overvIew of the" work 
and mandates(Al lndex: IOR 40/02012000), avatlable In 
English, French. Spanish, Arabic and Turkish. Dunng the 
annual meettngof the CommiSSion on Human Rights 
mechanisms dealing with specific themes or countnes. 
AI encouraged the systematIC inclusion of an in·depth 
analysis of states' performances as well as an 
assessment of governments' responses in the reports of 
the mechanisms to the Commission. AI also expressed 
concern that the limits placed on the length of reports 
presented to the Commission could result In less 
satisfactory reports. 

At the fifth special session of the Commission on 
Human Rights concerning the human rights situation in 
Israel and the Occupied Territories, AI cal1ed for the 
creation of a standing body of international 
investigators. Experiences in Algeria. East Timor, Togo, 
and most recently the Occupied Territories demonstrate 
that the UN is iII·equipped to investigate complex human 
rights violations. Members of the standing body would 
have proven expertise in international cnminal justice 
and in conducting criminal investlgations, lncluding 
forensic science and bal1istics. These highly qualified 
professionals would be selected by the UN Secretary· 
General on the basis of nominations from member states 
or sought out by the Secretary·General. They would 
undertake to be available for a fixed period of time to 
form rapid response Investigative teams when required. 
To ensure independence and impartiality, no member of 
a team would be a national of the country or territory 
under investigation. The UN would provide training to 
the experts in international human rights and 
humanitarian law. 

Against a backdrop of Initiatives from Australia and 
the United Kingdom to restrict refugee protection, the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) launched 
a Global Consultation on International Refugee 
Protection The consultation, which coincided wllh 
the 50th Anniversary of the 1951 Convention relating to 
the Status of Refugees, Is intended to clarify the scope 
of refugee protection, but Al fears that it might go 
beyond the UNHCR mandate to protect refugees, as 
governments seek out new ways to manage migratIon 
nows. AI called on the UNHCR and governments to 
allow NGOs full participation In the process and not to 
deviate from the issue of refugee protection. 

In September 2000, AI sent an Open Letter to 
Australian Prime Minister John Howard, after his 
government's threat to review its cooperation with 
the UN treaty bodies and only to cooperate with UN 
thematic special rapporteurs and working groups if 
there are �compelling reasons to do so- In the letter, 
AI stated that the measures announced would 
undermine the UN human rights protection machinery 
and set a bad example for other countries that wish to 
avoid international scrutiny of thetr human rights 
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record. AI called on the Pnme Minister to abide by 
trealy obligations to extend full cooperation to the 
UN thematic and other human rights experts wishing 
to visit Australia. AI continues to monitor initiatives 
by States 10 �rationalizeR the treaty·body system 

As In previous years, AI sent a representative to 
observe the Committee on the Application of Standards of 
the International Labour Conference on 
governments' effective implementation of International 
labour standards. AI raised concerns about the situation 
in Myanmar under the International labour Organisation 
Convention 29 on forced labour; in Pakistan under 
Convention loson the abolition of forced labour: and In 
Colombia and Swaziland under Convention 870n freedom 
of association and protection of the right to orgamze. 

Regional intergovernmental organizations 
Al made recommendations to the Organization of 
African Unity (OAU) on the establishment of the African 
Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the 
Child. In particular. AI called for the full integration of 
the work of this Committee into the OAU and urged 
member states to nominate independent experts for 
election to the Committee. AI conunues to campatgn for 
OAU member states to ratify the African Charter on the 
Rights and Welfare of the Child, which came into force on 
29 November 1999. At the sessions of the African 
Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights, AI 
raised concerns about the human rights situation in 
Zimbabwe and human rights defenders in Africa. 

Throughout the year, AI sought to innuence the 
European Union (EU) to act more vIgorously and 
coherently to implement Its growing human rights 
mandate. Through the Brussels office of Its EU 
Association, AI provided Information to the Council, 
the Commission and the European Parliament on the 
many countries with which the EU has relattons. In 
doing so, AI consistently urged that more substance be 
given 10 the human rights clause that constitutes an 
�essential element- of the agreements the EU concludes 
with other countries 

AI issued numerous appeals and bnefings in efforts 
to influence the EU Common Foreign and Security 
POlicy. AI made special efforts in connection with 
certain priority countries, including lobbYing the EU 
institutions In Brussels and in the member states' 
capitals through the AI sections. Some of those 
countries featured prominently In the EU joint 
positioning at the 2000 session of the UN Commission 
on Human Rights - notably Chechnya, subject of an EU· 
inttiated resolution, and China with which the EU is 
conducting a special human rights dialogue, of which AI 
has been increasmgly critical Al also submitted 
information on human rights in the countries In Central 
and Eastern Europe and the Mediterranean. including 
Turkey, that are candidates to join the EU 

AI drew attention to human nghts abuses within EU 
member states, especially torture and ill·treatment, 
and called for monttoringand accoumabtlltyat 
national and EU level. In proposals made at the start of 
AI's campaign against torture in October, the EU was 
urged to declare the eradication and prevention of 
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torture a key objective o f  EU human rights policy. AI's 
suggestion that guidelines on torture be developed for 
use in relations with non·EU countries (modelled on 
those the EU had operated successfully on the death 
penalty since 1998) met with positive interest. 

The European Charter of Fundamental Rights 
adopted at the Nice summit in December 2000 
prompted Al to reiterate Its call for the EU to accede to 
international human rights treaties, Including the 
European Convention on Human Rights 

An important focus for AI's work at the EU were the 
comprehenSive memoranda drawn up by the respective 
AI sections and AI's Brussels office and submined to the 
incoming presidency government. In 2000 AI thus 
addressed the Portuguese and French presidencies, and 
prepared ror the 2001 presidencies by Sweden and Belgium 

AI ensured a hIgh pronle for the campaign against 
torture at the Warsaw Human Dimension 
Implementation Meeting of the Ors:anizatlon for 
Security and Co-operation In Europe (OSCE) on 
"Human Rights and Inhuman Treatment or Punishment" 
in March. In addition to presenting a statement to the 
meeting on AI's concerns about torture and Ill· 
treatment 10 Europe today, the organization held a 
special Interest meetmg to Introduce the new global 
campaign to interested members of government 
delegations and NGO representatIves. 

AI also undertook training on international 
standards for fair trial for OSCE trial monitors in 
Kosovo and distributed AI's Fair rrialsmanua/(AI 
Index: POl 30/00211998), To mark the 50th an01versary 
of the European ConventIon on Human Rights, AI 
published a report and launched an actlon on the issue 
of Impunity for torture and il l·treatment in member 
states of the Council of Europe. An AI representative 
attended the CounCIl of Europe jnte�overnmental 
conference in Rome. AI also attended a meeting of 
international human rights NGOs with the Council of 
Europe Commissioner of Human Rights In Paris 

AI. in cooperation with other NGOs, COntinued to 
encourage the Inter-American CommiSSion on Human 
Rights to develop its work on human rights defenders, 
Including carrying out a close study of their situation. At 
the General Assemblyofthe Ors:anizadon of American 
States, NGOs pushed for the adoption of a stronger 
resolUl1on on human rights defenders, for action on the 
use of chIld soldiers and the sItuation In Peru, and for 
public support for the creation of the International 
Cnmlnal Court (rCO In the context of discussIons on 
strengthenmg the inter·Amencan system for human 
nghts, AI COntinued to raiseconcems on retrograde steps 
taken by Trmidad and Tobago and Peru, and encouraged 
states to show their commitment to upholding human 
rights by ratifying the regional standards. 

Oeveloping international human rights law 
AI was actIve in the negotiations on the Opdonal 
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child on the involvement of children in anned 
conflict to raIse to 18 years the age at which children can 
be recruited Into armed forces or groups and participate 
in hostilIties. A founder member of the International 
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Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, AI worked 
closely with Coahtion partners In campaigning and 
lobbying activities to strengthen anicles during the 
draftingofthe Protocol. In May .2000, the Protocol was 
adopted by the UN General Assembly. Ai is campaigning 
for a minimum of 100 signatures and so ratifications of 
the Protocol by the UN General Assembly Special SeSSion 
on Children in September 2001. 

AI contmued to partic1pate In the elaboration of other 
International standards, including the draft optIonal 
protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or DegradmgTreatment or Punishment and the 
draft International conventIon on wdlsappearances". 

International Criminal Court 
AI continued Its work as one of more than 1,000 NGO 
members of the Coalition for an International Criminal 
Court, campaigning for states to Sign and ratify the 
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and 
enact effective implementing legislatIon, The ICC will 
be established after 60 states have ratified the Rome 
Statute. There were 27 ratiflcatlons and 139 signatures 
at the end of the year. 

All AI sections and non·sectlon structures have been 
requested, as a priority, to lobby their own 
governments and governments in other countries to 
ratify the Rome Statute. To this end, AI produced an ICC 
wratificatlon ki( which provides advice on lobbying, 
model letters and draft press releases as well as a series 
of fact sheets containing summaries and explanations 
of important aspects of the ICC and a wChecklist for 
effective implementation". The fact sheets cover such 
topics as prosecuting crimes against humanity, 
ensuring justice for women, and fair trial guarantees. 

As part of its continued work to establish a just, fair 
and effective ICC, AI participated in all sessions of the 
Preparatory Commissions for the InternatIonal 
Criminal Court and lobbied government delegations to 
draft effective Rules of Procedure and EVidence as well 
as the Elements of Crimes , a supplementary instrument 
designed to aid the Court in interpreting the Statute. 

Selected AI reports 
• The United Nations Thematic MechanIsms - Update 

2000: An overview of their work and mandates (AI 
Inde.: 10R 401020/2000) 

• 2001 UN Commission on Human Rights: Bridging the 
gap between rights and realities (AI Index: 10R 
41 /014/2000) 

• Respect, protect, fulfil -Women's human rights: State 
responsibi lity for abuses by 'non-state actors' (AI 
Index: 10R 501001/2000) 

• Child Soldiers: Criminals or victims' (AI Index: 10R 
501002/2000) 

• Sierra Leone: Recommendations on the draft Statute of 
the SpeCial Court (AI Index: AFR 51 /083/2000) 

• International Criminal Court: Checklist for effective 
Implementation (Al lnde.: 10R 401011 /2000) 

• RatificatIon Kit: lobbying for effective ratificatIon of 
the Rome Statute ofthe International Criminal Court 
(Available as a ratification kit) 
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Rome Statute ofthe International Criminal Court 

As at I January 2001, 139 states had signed the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and 27 of them had 
ratified it.On )1 December 2000, the deadline for signing the Statute expired. States which had not signed the 
Statute by that date Will have to accede to the Statute in a single step. 
-Indicates ratiricatlons or signatures that took place in 2000. 

Countries that have signed 
and ratified 

Austria· 
Belgium· 
Belize· 
Botswana· 
canada-
FIJi 
Finland-
France-
Gabon· 
Germany· 
Ghana 
Iceland· 
Italy 
lesotho· 
lw(embourg* 
Mali· 
Marshall lslands '* 
NewZealand* 
Norway· 
San Marino 
Senegal 
Sierra leone * 
South Africa '* 
Spain-
Tajikistan '* 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Venezuela· 

Countries that have signed 
Albania 
Algeria· 
Andorra 
Angola 
Antigua and Barbuda 
Argentina 
Armema 
Australia 
Bahamas· 
Bahrain-
Bangladesh 
Barbados' 
Benin 
Bolivia 
Bosnla and Herzegovlna­
BraZil-
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Bulgaria 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi 
Cambodia­
Cameroon 
CapeVerde-
Central African Republic 
Chad 
Chile 
Colombia 
Comoros· 
Congo (Rept.tbhcofthe) 

Congo (Dtmocrabt �bhcofthe)­

Costa Rica 
Cote d'lvoire 
Croatia 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Djibouti 
Dominican Republic· 
Ecuador 
Egypt' 
Eritrea 
Estonia 
Gambia 
Georgia 
Greece 
Guinea' 
Gumea-Bissau· 
Guyana-
Haiti 
Honduras 
Hungary 
Iran-
Ireland 
Israel-
Jamaica· 
Jordan 
Kenya 
Korea (RepublIC of)· 

Kuwait­
Kyrgyz>tan 
latvia 
Liberia 
Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 
Macedonia (Former YUCj01lav lWpubltc of) 

Madagascar 
Malawi 
Malta 
Mauritius 
Mexico­
Moldova ­
Monaco 
Mongolia­
Moro(.co· 
Mozambique· 
Namibia 
Nauru'* 
Netherlands 
Niger 
Nigeria· 
Oman 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru· 
Philippines· 
Poland 
Portugal 
Romania 
Russian Federation· 
St Lucia 
Samoa 
Sao Tome and Principe· 
Seychelles· 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
Solomon Islands 
Sudan· 
Sweden 
SWitzerland 
Syria· 
Tanzania· 
thailand' 
Uganda 
Ukratne-
United Arab Emirates· 
United Kingdom 
United States of Amenca · 
Uruguay-
Uzbekistan-
Yemen-
Yugoslavia (Fed .... , Repubhc of)­
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 
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Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
on the involvement of children in armed conflict 

The Optional Protocol to {he Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN Children's Convention) requires 10 
ratiflcatlons to enter mto force. By the end of 2000, 7S states had signed the Protocol and three of them had ratified 
It_ (All signatures and ratifications took place in 2000.) This information is taken from: www.untreaty.un.org. 

Ratifications Czech Republic KD .... I.."....Kof) Peru 
BangWlesh Den"",rtt Lesotho Philipptnes 
camldl Ecuador UKhtenste,n Portugal 
Sn t.nkl El Salvldor IIIxembourg Romania 

Finland Madopscor Sin Marino 
Sign.tures Fronce MIIaw; Senogal 
Andomo Gabon Mali Sierro t.one 
ArgIntiml Gambil MIIII Singapore 
Austria Germany Mexico Sloveni. 
Azerba,jln GreKe Momoco Spoin 
BeIg,um ""Ie"",la Morocco Sweden 
Bel ... "u,_i ... u Nlmlbia Switzerland 
_11 and Herzegovrna HoIySao Nluru Turttey 
BraZIl lcel<lnd Napol Ukraine 
cambodia IreI<Ind Nltherlands United Kingdom 
Colombia IIIIy _ z.al<lnd United States of America 
Congo ("'-to'" """,,blk Jamaica Nrgena Uruguay 
oldie' Jordan Notway VlneDlel. 
Costa Rica Ka .. kstan Panama VietNam 
Cuba Klnya Paraguay 

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (UN 
Women's Convention) entered into force on 22 December 2000. By the end of 2000, 13 states had ratified, two had 
acceded to tt, and another so had Signed it. This Information Is taken from www.untreaty,un.org . • Indicates 
ratlfications, accessions or Signatures that took place 2000. 

Ratiflcations/ S!gutures "reece Norway 
Accessions ArgIntina' Guatemala· PlnllTll· 
Austria· AlerHljan· "ul .... -8I ... u· Paraguay 
Bangladesh' Belgium Iceland Peru' 
BoI .... • "'In' Indonesi.· Phlllpp'nes' 
Denmartt· _ .. and Klukstan' Portugal' 
Finland' HImogcMna' �. Roma ... • 
Fronce' Bulgaria' �'n Sao T_ and Prindpo' 
Hungary (1CQSSIon1' ChIle Lithuanll'  Sierro t.one. 
IreI<Ind' Colombia Luxambourg SlcMnia 
Italy' Costa Rica Macedonl<ll_ Spoln '  
Mlh (ICCISSIOIII'  CnIItia· ....... �Kof)· Sweden 
Namibia' Cuba' Madlglscor' Tajllristan' 
_z.al<lnd· c..ch Repubhc MallWl' Tu....,.· 
Senegal' Dominican RepublIC' Mexico Ukrline· 
SIovakll' Ecuador Mongoha' Uruguay' 
Thailand· IArmany NethIrlands Venezuela· 

Ghana· Nigeria· 

-

-
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SELECTED I NTERNATIONAL H UMAN RIGHTS TREATIES 

Selected i nternation a l  human  ri g hts treaties 
(AT 31 DECEMBER 2000) 

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe its provisions. 
States which have signed but not yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date; 
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty. 

The UN Convention on the Rights 01 the Child has been ratified by all UN member states with the exceptions olSomalla 
(which has no functioning govemment) and the United States of America. 

Afghanistan 
Albania 
Algeria 
Andorra 
Angola 
Antigua and Barbuda 
Argentina 

Armenia 
Australia 
Austna 
Azerbaljan 
Bahamas 
Bahrain 
Bangladesh 
Barbados 
Belarus 
Belgium ___ _ 
Belize 
Benln 
Bhutan 
Bolivia 
Bosnla and Herzegovlna ___ -t---'=+':.C>o"-
Botswana 
Brazil 
Brunei Darussalam 
Bulgaria 
Burkina Faso 
Burund, 
Cambodia 
Cameroon 
Canada 
CapeVerde 
Central African Republic 
Chad 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Comoros 
Congo (Democratic Republicofthej 
Congo (RepublIC of the) 

Costa Rica 
COte d' lvolre 
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KD�a (Democratic People's Republlt of) t::l _ C. Korea IRepublicoO 0 0 0 1'--0 0 0 1----0- 1---0-
��;:tan - +  ----:o::-t---t--� -�-I�;�'----o-I� 
laoPeoPle's DemOCratiC Republl�:- : ="=I.:a=ITl.---=--- l-t� 
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Lebanon 
Lesotho 
Liberia 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya ___ -+-.C .. )r-I-... C"'· ri"""..--+-,' .. :)r-t -,..0o-----'-----'O;,- -- I LIechtenstein ::1.: ir iS[ • 
Lithuania 0 C • ) 0 �-
Luxembourg -----:- I � I::J'LI�I�I.JLIJL 
Macedonia (formerYu9OSlav RepubllcoO I� U C O O I _ rl 
Madagascar -'------'" 1. y 1 --0-1- "'" � blll::l 
MalawI _'. 0 0 0 0 
Malaysia 
Maldives 
Mall 
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Mexico () 0 0 o • • 0 
Micronesia (Federated States of) 
Moldova '--0--- �-T--- 0 0 0 �--o---

-nr Monaco --� ---I� 1-.- ..u 
Mongol" 

� __ _ _  T()lo-'- --",7-)---1�o:::--+�lot�jh�-+��_I_ �_ :1. 1·'£ Cl"· 0 0 0 
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• Slgned 1n 2000 

SELECTED REGIONAL H UMAN RIGHTS TREATI ES 

Se lected reg iona l human  rig hts treaties 
(ABl DECEMBER 2000) 

Organization of African Unity (OAU) 

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe Its provisions 
States which have signed but not yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date; 
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty. 

This chart lists countries which were members of the OAU at the end of 2000 

Algeria 
Angola 
Benin 
Botswana 
Burktna Faso 
Burundl 
Cameroon 
CapeVerde 
Central African Republic _______ _ 
Chad 
Comoros 
Congo (Democratic Republic of the) 
Congo (Republic of the) 
COte d'lvolre 
Djibouti 

Egypt ���:�onaI GUinea' _____________ �� ___ �_��_--'�_ I_----::--_ 
Ethiopia 
Gabon 
Gambia 
Ghana 
GUinea 
Gutnea-Blssau 
Kenya 
lesotho 
Liberia 
Libya 

• 

�:�a�i
as", 
-----------�-------�-�. -�-�'---I--'==I 

Mali 
Mauritania 
MauritiUS 
Mozambique 
Namibia 
Niger 
Nigena 
Rwanda 
Sahrawi Arab Democratic Rep,,,ub,,,h,,,-c ___ _ 
Sao Tome and Principe 
Senegal 
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Sudan ,) 
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Tanzania 0 D 
T"9o 
TUnisia 0 D 
Uganda 

Zambia 0 D 
ZImbabwe 'S � 
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D Slgned butnotyet ratJfied 
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JumdlCtton ofthe lnt.tr­
Amenun Courtof Hum.n 

SELECTED REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATI ES 

Organization of American States (OAS) 

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe Its provisions. 
States which have signed but not yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date; 
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty. 

This chart lists countries which were members of the OAS at the end of 2000. 
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• In 1962 the VUI Meetlng ofConsoltatlon of MInisters of Foreign Affairs decded to exclude Cuba from partiCipating In the Inter-American system 
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Council of Europe 

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe Its provIsions. 
States which have signed but not yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date; 
meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat the object and purpose of the treaty. 

This chart lists countries which were members of the Council of Europe at the end of 2000. 
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__ _ 
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Denmark 
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Sweden 
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